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CHAP.  'T»nii  ^ingj  ^^  ^^is  fpeech from  the  throne,  de- 
XXXII.     1    clared  his  iatisfaciion  in  having  recourfe 
^777.     to  the  wifclom  and  fiipport  of  the  legiflature, 
loihNov.  at  a  con  juncture  when  the   continuance  of  re- 
paiiia"^     bellion  demanded  mod  fcrious  attention*     He 
»«nt*        had  faitlifully  employed  the  powers  entrufted 
to  him  for  the  fupprcflion  of  this  revolt,  and 
had  juft  confidence  in  the  conduct  and  courage 
of  his  officers ;  but  it  wouUl  be  necelfary  to 
prepare    for  fuch    further    operations  as  the 
contingencies  of   war,  and  obftinacy    of  the 
rebels,  might  render  expedient  ForeigTi  powers 
had  given  ftrong  iilVurances  of  j^acific  difpofi- 
tions ;  but  the  armaments  of  France  and  Spaia 
ftill  continuing,  he  had  confiderably  augment- 
ed the  naval  force  ;  being  firmly  determined 
never  to  difturb  t]>e  peace  of  Europe,  though 
he  would  faithfully  guard  the  honour  of  the 
Britiih  crown,     lie  ftill  hoped  the  dekulcil  and 
unhappy  multitude  of  America  would  return  to 
their  allegiance ;  and  that  remembrance  of  what 
they  once  enjoyed,  regret  for  what  they  liad 
loft,  and  feelings  of  what  they  fufl'ercd,  under 
,   9  "  the 
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th(*  arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  leaders,  \irould  chab» 
re-kindle  in  their  hearts  a  fpirit  of  loyalty  to  ^^•^ 
their  fovereign,   and  of  attacliment  to  their     1777- 
mother-country :  and  that  they  would  enable 
him,  with  the  concurrence  and  fapport  of  par* 
liament,  to  accompliih,  what  he  fhould  con* 
fiderthe  greateft  hdppinefs  of  his  life,  and  the 
greateft  glory  of  his  reign,  the  reftoration  of 
peace,  order,  and  confidence  to  the  American 
colonies. 

The  earl   of   Coventry,    pronouncing  the  debate  on 
independence  of  America,   the  tall  of  Great  inthctL'^Sft 
Britain,  and  the  transfer  of  the  feat  of  empire  of  lords, 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  no  lefs 
certain  than  the  growth   of  herbage,  or  the 
afcent  of  flame,  rcfifted  the  addiefs,  advifing 
the  houfe  to  feek  a  temporary  prefervation  by 
making  a  virtue  of  neceflity,  witlidrawing  the 
fleets  and  armies,  and  declaring  America  inde* 
pendent. 

Such  fuggeftions,  inforced  by  fucli  argu-  Amend- 
ments,  could  have  made  jio  impreflion.;  ^^t  ^^^^* 'P^^* 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  was  powerfully  ex*  Chatham, 
cited  by  a  motion  of  amendment  from  lord 
Chatham,  defiring  the  king  to  take  the  moft: 
fpeedy  meafures  for  reftoring  peace.  He  ex- 
prelFed  the  ftrongeft  difapprobation  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  the  fatal  meafures  which  it  approved^ 
The  prefent  was  a  perilous  and  tremendous 
moment !  It  Avas  not  a  time  for  adulation ; 
the  fmoothnefs  of  flattery  could  not  avail, 
could  not  fave  us  in  this  awful  and  rugged 
crifis;  it  was  neceflary  to  inftruft  the  throne 
in  the  language  of  truth.  Parliament  inuft 
difpel  the  mifts  of  delufion,  and  difplay,  in 
iU  full  dans;er  and  true  colours,  ttie  ruin 
brought  to  their  doors.  It  was  cuftoniary  for 
the  langi  on  iiinilar  occafions,  not  to  lead,  but 
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CHAP,  to  be  guided  by  parliament;  to  afk  advice, 
xxxn.    and  not  dilate  to  the  hereditary  great  con n- 
X777*     cil  of  the  nation.     As  it  was  the  right  of  parh'a- 
ment  to  give,  fo  it  was  the  duty  of  the  crown 
to  afk,  counfel.     But  this  fpeech  tells  of  mea- 
fures  already  agreed  on,  and  cavalierly  defires 
concurrence.     It  talks  of  wifdom  and  fupport ; 
counts  on  the  certainty  of  events  yet  in  the 
womb  of  time;  but  in  plan  and  defign  is  pe- 
remptory and  diftatorial.      "  Is  this,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "proper  language?    Is   it  fit  to  be 
endured  ?     Is  this  high  pretenfion   to  over- 
^   rule    the    difpofitions    of    Pro\idence    itfelf, 
and  the  will  and  judgment  of  parliament,  juf* 
tified  by  any  former   conduct,  or    precedent 
predidion?  No  ;  it  is  the  language  of  an  ill- 
founded  confidence;   a  confidence  fupported 
hitherto  only  by  a  fuccelTion  of  difappoint- 
ments,  difgraces,  and  defeats.     I  am  aftoniflied 
liow  any  minifter  dare  advife  his  majefty  to 
hold  fuch  language ;  I  would  be  glad  to  fee  the 
minifter  that  dare  avow  it  in  his  place.     What 
is  the  import  of  this  extraordinary  applica- 
tion, but  an  unlimited  confidence  in  thofe  M'ho 
have  hitherto  mifguided,  deceived,  and  mifled 
you  ?    It  is  unlimited ;   defires  you  to  grant, 
not  what  you  may  be  fatisfied  is  neceflar}-,  but 
what  his  majcfty's  minifters  may  chufe  to  think 
fo:  troops,  fleets,  treaties,   and  fubfidies,  not 
yet  revealed. 

"  CAX^the  minifter  of  the  day  expeft,  can 
parliament  be  thus  deluded  lo  give^  unlimited 
credit  and  fupport  for  fteady  perfeverance  in 
meafures,  which  have  reduced  tliis  late  flourifli- 
ing  empire  to  ruin  and  contempt !  *  But  ycfter- 
day,  and  England  might  have  ftogd  againft 
the  M'orld ;  now  none  fo  poor  to  do  her  re- 
verence.*   The  word  of  a  poet  are  not  fiftion : 
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it  w  a  fliameful  truth,  that  not  alone  the  power  chap. 
and  ftrength  of  the  country  are  wafting  and  ^^* 
expiring,  but  her  well-earned  glories,  her  true  »777^ 
honour,  and  fubftantial  dignity,  are  facrificed. 
France  has  infulted  you ;  ihe  has  encouraged 
and  fuf^ined  America:  and  whether  America 
be  AVTong  or  right,  we  ought  to  fpurn  at  the 
officious  infult  of  French  interference.  The 
niinifters  and  embafladors  of  thofe  who  are 
called  rebels  and  enemies,  are  in  Paris ;  in 
Paris  tliey  tranfa6l  the  reciprocal  intercfts  of 
America  and  France.  Can  there  be  a  more 
mortifying  infu(t?  Can  even  our  minifters 
fuftain  a  more  humiliating  difajrace  ?  Dare 
they  refent  it?  Do  they  preiume  even  to 
hint  a  vindication  of  their  honour  and  tlie 
dignity  of  the  ftate,  by  requiring  the  difmiflal 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  America?  Such 
is  the  degradation  to  which  they  have  reduced 
the  glories  of  England,  who,  but  yefterUay> 
gave  law  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

"  No  man  thinks  more  highly  than  1  of 
the  virtues  and  valour  of  Britifh  troops:  I  know 
they  cin  achieve  any  thing,  except  impoffibi-» 
lities;  and  the  conqueft  of  Englifli  Americ£^ 
is  an  impoffibility.  You  cannot,  I  venture  to 
fay  it,  you  cannot  conquer  America.  What 
is  your  prefent  fituation  there  ?  we  do  not 
know  the  word ;  hut  we  know  that  in  three 
campaigns  we  have  done  nothing,  and  fuffered 
much.  Conqueft  i&  impiofliWe  :  you  may  fwell 
every  expence,  and  every  effort  lliU  more  ex-» 
travagantly ;  pile  and  acpumul^tc  every  aflift- 
ance  you  can  buy  or  borrow ;  traffic  luviharte^ 
with  every  little  pitiful  German  ptince,  that 
fells  his  fubjects  to  foreign  fliambles ;  youif 
(ttbrts  areibi*  ev^  vain  a^d  impoten^t ;  doubly,. 

B  3  i^ 
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CHAP,  fo  from  this  mercenary  aid  on  which  you  rely; 
xxxiL  foj.  it  irritates,  to  an  incurable  refentment,  the 
*  1717 •  minds  of  your  enemies.  To  over- run  them 
with  the  mercenary  fons  of  rapine  and  plunder; 
devoting  them  and  their  poffeffions,  to  the  ra- 
pacity of  hireling  cruelty  !  If  I  were  an 
American,  as  I  am  an  Engliflmian,  while  a 
foreign  troop  Avas  landed  in  my  country,  I 
never  would  lay  down  my  arms;  never;  never; 
never ! 

"  But  who  is  the  man  that  his  dared  to 
authorize  and  aflbciate,  to  our  arms,  the  toma- 
hawk and  fcalping-knife  of  tlie  favage  r  To 
call  into  civil  alliance,  the  wild  and  inhuman 
favage  of  the  woods ;  to  delegate  to  the  mer* 
cileft  Indians,  the  defence  of  difputed  rights ; 
and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  his  barbarous  war 
againil  our  brethren?  Thefe  enormities  cry 
aloud  for  redrefs  and  puniihment ;  and,  unlefs 
done  away.  Mall  leavi5  an  indelible  ftain  on 
the  national  honour.  The  ftrength  and  charac- 
ter of  our  army  are  impaired;  infefted  by  Ger- 
man allies,  with  the  mercenary  fpirit  of  rob* 
bery  and  rapine,  familiarized  to  horrid  fcenes 
of  favage  cruelty,  it  can  no  longer  boafl  the 
tioble  and  generous  principles  which  dignify 
afoldier;  no  longer  iympathize  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  royal  banner,  nor  feel  "the  pride, 
J50inp,  circumftance  of  glorious  war,  that 
make  ambition  virtue!"  What  makes  am- 
bition virtue?  the  fenfe  of  honour.  But  is 
the  fenfe  of  honour  confiftent  with  a  fpirit  of 
plunder,  or  the  pra^ice  of  murder?  Befidea 
thefe  murderers  afid  plunderers,  let  me  alk  our 
minifters,  what  other  allies  have  they  acquired? 
What  other  powers  have  they  aflbciated  to  tlieir 
caufe  ?    Have  they  entered  into  alliance  with 

the 
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the  ViBg  of  the  gypfies?  Nothing  is  too  low  CflAP- 
or  too  ludicrous  to  be  coufiftent  with  their  ^^txxiL 

counfels."  ,777^ 

Lord  Chatham  then  explicitly  ftated  his 
'  repugnance  to  the  independence  of  America. 
He  wouUl  fandion,  <rith  his  warmeft  wilhes, 
the  ftruggle  of  free  and  virtuous  patriots 
againit  arbitrary  exactions,  but  a  claim  of  in- 
dependency, and  total  difconneftion  from  Eng* 
land,  as  an  EngUibman,  be  could  not  approve: 
it  was  incompatible  M'^ith  the  mutual  hap- 
pinefs  and  profperity  of  both.  America  derived 
afliftance  and  prdtedtion  from  us ;  and  we  reap- 
ed from  her  the  moft  important  advantages ; 
llie  was,  indeed,  the  fountain  of  our  wealtli, 
the  nerve  of  our  ftrength,  the  niirfery  and 
balls  of  our  naval  power.  "  It  is  our  duty 
therefore,"  he  faid,  "  moft  ferioufly  to  endea*- 
vuurthe  recovery  of  thefe  moft  beneficial  fubr 
jeds :  and  in  this  perilous  crifis  alone  can  we 
hope  for  fuccefs,  while  America  is  in  ill  humour 
with  France,  on  fome  points  that  have  not 
intirely  anfwered  her  expe^lations.  Let  us 
wifely  take  advantage  of  the  moment :  tlie 
natural  difpofition  of  America  ftill  le^ms  towards 
England ;  to  the  old  habits  of  connexion  and 
mutual  intereft  that  united  both  countries. 

"I  MEAN  to  propofe  a  ceifation  of  hoftilities, 
as  the  firft  ftep  towards  fo  defirable  a  woric. 
If  this  mealure  is  approved,  I  fliall  fuggeft  a 
committee  to  confider  of  immediate  meafures 
for  empowering  commifiioiiers  to  treat  on 
fpecitic  terms  :  and  if,  America  ihould  prove 
deaf  to  all  reafonable  overtures,  in  which  the 
prefervation  of  the  aft  of  navigation  Ihould  be 
the  bafis,  then  it  will  remain  to  confider  the 
propercft  compulfory  meafures.  I  think  I  miglit 
fefely  pledge  myfelf  tha,t  fuch  an  oflFcr  would 

]3  4  not 
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CHAP,  not  fail  to  fucceed.  Fadion  rdgns  in  fomc 
^^*^  part  of  America,  and,  probably,  fome  who  com- 
J777-  pofe  that  faftion  would  not  fwerve  from  the 
claim  of  independency.  The  middle  colonies 
are  more  temperate,  and  they,  and  thofe  to  the 
fouthward,  if  they  had  the  feciirity  now  men- 
tioned, would  gladly  return  to  their  former 
ftate.  It  may  be  objefted  that  no  fecurity  is 
oftered  on  either  hand  for  performance  of  the 
fiipulations,  fliould  the  troops  be  Avithdrawn,  or 
the  levies  diibanded.  Security  is  to  be  obtained 
not  by  any  declarations  of  right  here,  or  afler- 
tions  of  it  there,  6ut  barely  by  operative  aSs 
here,  confented  to,  acknowledged,  and  ratified 
by  the  feveral  affemblies  in  America.'* 

Lord  Chatham  denied  the  difpofition 
of  foreign  poM'ers  to  be  pacific  and  friendly, 
drew  a  deplorable  pifture  of  the  weak  and  un- 
prepared condition  of  the  country.  *'  Not  five 
thoufand  troops  in  England  !  Hardly  three 
thoufand  in  Ireland  !  Scarcely  twenty  Ihips  of 
the  line  fully  or  fufficiently  manned  for  any 
admiral  of  reputation  to  command.  The  river 
of  Lilbon  in  pofleflion  of  our  enemies  !  .  The 
feas  fwept  by  American  privateers  :  our  chan^ 
nel  torn  to  pieces  by  them !  Weaknefe  at  home 
and  calamity  abroad,  terrified  and  infulted 
by  the  neighbouring  powers,  unable  to  aft 
in  America,  or  a6Hng  onlv  to  be  deftrovcd  } 
Where  is  the  man,  M'ith  the  forehead  to  pro- 
niife  or  hope  for  fuccefs  in  fiich  a  fituation, 
or,  from  perfeverance  in  the  ^neafures  that 
have  driven  us  to  it  ?  Who  l)as  the  forehead  to 
do  fo  ?  Where  is  the  man  r  I  Ihould  be  glad 
to  fee  his  face, 

*'  You  cannot  conciliate  America  by  your 
prefent  meafures  ;  you  cannot  fubdue  her  by 
any  meafures.     What  then  caji  you  do  ?    You 

cannot 
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catiivot  conquer,  you  cannot  gain,  but  you  can  chap, 
addteis ;  you  can  lull  the  fears  and  anxieties  of  xxxii. 
the  raoment  into  an  ignorance  of  the  clanger  1777. 
that  Ihould  produce  them.  But  the  time  de- 
mands the  language  of  truth ;  we  muft  not 
now  apply  the  flattering  unfiion  of  fervile 
compliance,  or  blind  complaifance.  To  fup- 
port  a  juft  and  neceffary  war,  to  maintain  the 
rights  or  honour  of  my  country,  I  would  ftrip 
the  fliirt  from  my  back  :  but  in  fuch  a  war  as 
this,  unjuft  in  its  principle,  impracticable  in  its 
means,  and  ruinous  in  its  conftquences,  I 
would  not  contribute  a  (ingle  effort  nor  a  fingle 
ihilling.  I  do  not  call  for  vengeance  on  tlic 
heads  of  thofe  who  have  been  guilty.  I  only 
recommend  retreat;  let  them  walk  off,  and  let 
them  make  hafte,  or  fpeedy  and  condign  punilli- 
ment  will  overtake  them.  We  have  been 
deceived  and  deluded  too  long ;  but  let  us 
now  ftop  fhort :  this  is  the  crilis,  may  be  the 
only  crifis  of  time  and  fituation,  to  give  us  a 
pofiibility  of  efcape  from  the  fatal  effeiSs  of 
our  delufions.  But  if,  with  an  obftinateand  in- 
fatuated perfeverance  in  folly,  we  meanly  echo 
back  the  peremptory  words  this  day  prefented 
to  us,  nothing  can  fave  this  devoted  country 
from  complete  and*final  ruin.  We  madly  niih 
hito  multiplied  miferies,  and  *  confufion  worfe 
confounded'."  * 

A  LONG  and  vehement  debate  enfued  ;  but 
tlie  exalted  character  of  the  fpcaker,  his  vene- 
rable age,  and  impreflive  dignity  of  manner, 
occafioned  thofe  who  widely  diflented  from  his 
opinions,  to  treat  liini  M'ith  profound  and  flat- 
tering refpe^l.     Lord  Sandwich,  expreiling  all 

*  In  abridging  this  f^cch,  Ihavc  incorporated  the  report  publlrticd 
in  ihc  parliamentary  regirtci ,  with  that  prefewetl  by  HugFi  Boyd. 
Sethis  works,  vol.  i,  p.  183. 
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CHAR  thefe  fentiments,  aflerted,  that  when  the  matter 

s^iil/  ^^S^^  ^y  ^^^'^  Chatham  fliould  be  feparated 
1777-  from  his  manner  and  oratorical  po^vers,  it  would 
be  found  to  contain  nothing  that  could  in- 
fluence the  houfe  to  refufe  the  aildrefs^  Ho 
difplayed  the  ftate  of  the  navy  in  molt  arivan- 
tvigeous  tenns,  overbalanced  Britith  loifes,  by 
enumerating  captures  from  the  enemy,  and 
Contended,  that  jJjould  France  and  Spain  en- 
tertain hoftile  difpofitions,  the  Brililh  force 
lias  far  fuperior  to  any  they  could  muiter. 
France  did  not  afford  unbounded  afiiftancc  to 
the  Americans;  but,  in  compliance  with  remon- 
ft ranees  of  the  EngUlli  court,  had  ilfued  or- 
dinances forbidding  American  privateers  to 
enter  their  ports,  and  compelled  the  refiitution 
of  prizes.  Unjuftifiable  tranfa6tions  might 
have  taken  place,  but  the  time  was  not  yet 
come  for  demanding  full  reparation.  He  rea- 
dily agreed  in  lord  Chatham  s  baiis  of  conci- 
liation, the  fupremacy  of  the  mother-country, 
and  the  aft  of  navigation ;  butdid  not  believe  his 
lordihip's  moft  fanguine  expectations  amounted 
to  an  acquiefcence  in  them  :  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  would  vote  with  liim,  would  not 
adopt  thofe  fentiments. 

The  affertions  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  navy 
did  not  meet  with  implicit  belief,  and  the  firli 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  cautioned,  that  he 
ma<le  them  at  his  peril,  and  was  anfwerable  for 
their  truth.  Lord  Camden  analyzed  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  war,  declaring  that  if  hoftili- 
ties  were  profecuted  to  the  iHiie  of  this  alter- 
native, ihall  America  be  fuodued,  or  iliall  flic 
render  herfelf  independent  ?  he  ihould  favour 
independence,  becaufe  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  war 
would  not  only  fubjugate  America,  but  enflavo 
England, 

Ik 
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Iw    this  difcuffion,  the    fupporters  ,of  the  chap* 
amendment  fliewed  fuch  divciiities  of  opinion   ?^^^^ 
among  therafelves,  as  rendered  the  defence  of     i777^ 
adminiftration  not  difficult.      Refpefting  the 
iodependeDce  of  America,  they  could  form  no 
common  principle  of  concord  :  the  hopes  and 
tenns  of  fuhmiffion  were  equally  doubtful ; 
tJie  profpects  of  obedience,  and  limits  of  con- 
ceffion,  were  not  accurately  defined,  and  lord 
Chatham  was  fuccefsfully  affailed  on  the  dif- 
ference of  his  ])refent  opinions,  from  thofe  he 
had  maintained,   in  the   laft  feffiou,    on  the 
dignified  pofition  which  Great  Britain  ought 
to  aifumc,  if  French  interference  were  fo  much 
as  intimated. 

In  one  point,  the  lords  in  oppofition  were  in  obfemi^ 
perfeft  accord,  and  declaimed,  with  uniform  ^j^"'*"^ 
violence,    the   employment   of  favages,  mid  employ- 
arming  (laves  againft  their  mailers.     The  duke  mcntof 
of  Richmond   ftyled  the   inhumanity  of  the  ^^^'"^ 
war,  fliocking  beyond  defcription,  to  every 
feeling  of  a  chriftian  and  a  man ;  it  claimed 
the  vengeance  of  the  deity:  tlie  favages  would 
not  onlv  torture  and  kill,  but  literally  eat  their 
prifoners.     The  ferocity  and  Kcentioufnefs  of 
foreign  and  Indian  auxiliaries,  would  corrupt 
the  foldiers  of  Britain.     Such  an  armv,  on  it$ 
return,  might  totally  fubvert  the  remains  of 
freedom.     If  difbanded,  the  foldiers  would  be- 
come a  lawlefs  banditti ;    if  kept  together,  a 
moft  dangerous  weapon  in  the  hands  of  minif- 
ters,  who  had  fliewn  fo  little  regard  to  the 
rights  of  freemen. 

Lord  Chatham  approved  thefe  obferva- 
tions.  "  The  houfe,  the  parliament,  the  natioa 
at  large,"  he  faid,  "  ought  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  clearing  themfelves  of  that  heavy 
load  of  black  and  bloody  imputed  guilty  under 

which 
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which  they  fufFcr.  I  pledge  myfelf  to  fet  on 
foot  an  enquiry  into  the  ft  ate  oF  the  nation ; 
and,  as  one  of  its  leading  objefls,  I  fhall  en* 
deavour  to  difcover  who  were  the  authors  and 
advifers  of  letting  loofe  thofe  blood-hounds 
and  hell-hounds,  the  favages  of  America,  upon 
our  brethren.  I  hope  to  ftanip  a  proper  mark 
both  on  the  illegality  and  inhumanity  of  this 
fatanic  meafure;  and,  I  truft,  I  fliall  nave  the 

{nous  affiftance  of  the  facred  bench,  and  the  no 
efs  conftitutional  and  efficacious  aid  of  the 
fages  of  the  law,  to  drag  the  authors  into  broad 
day-light,  and  inflift  the  moft  exemplary  and 
condign  punifliment." 

Lord  Suffolk  repeated,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans had  emiffaries  amongft  the  favages,  and 
would  gain  them  if  we  did  not;  and  it  was  per- 
feftly- jufiifiable,  in  fuch  a  warj  to  ufe  every 
means  that  God  and  nature  had  put  into  our 
hands. 

**  I  AM  aftoniflied,"  lord  Chatham  exclaimed, 
indignantly  rifing,  **I  am  Ihocked  to  hear  fuch 
principles  confefl'ed,  to  hear  them  avowed,  in 
this  houfc,  or  in  this  country  :  principles  equaU 
ly  unconftitutional,  inhuman,  and  unchriftian  \ 
Mv  lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  encroached 
on  your  attention  ;  but  I  cannot  reprefs  my  in- 
dignation, 1  feel  myfelf  impelled  by  every  duty ; 
we  are  called  upon  as  members  of  this  houfe, 
as  men,  as  chriftian-men,  to  proteft  againft  fuch 
notions  ftanding  near  the  throne,  polluting  the 
car  of  majcfty.  *That  God  and  nature  put  into 
our  hands  f  I  know  not  what  ideas  that  lord 
may  entertain  of  God  and  nature,  but  I  know 
that  fuch  abominable  principles  are  equally 
abhorrent  to  religion  and  humanity.  What ! 
attribute  tliC  facred  fanftion  of  God  and  na- 
ture to  the  ttiaiikcres  of  the  Indian  fcalping 

knife, 
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knife,  to  the  cannibal  favage,  torturinpf,  miir-   chap. 
dering,    roaftius:,    and    eating — literally,    my  ^^^^^ 
lords,  eating  the  mangled  victims  of  his  bar-     1777. 
barous  battles  \  Such  horrible  notions  ihock 
every  fentinient  of  honour  ;  they  Ihock  me  as 
a  lover  of  honourable  war,  and  a  detefter  of 
murderous  barbarity.     Thefe  abominable  prin- 
ciples,  and  this  more  abominable  avowal  of 
them,  demand  the  moft  decifive  indignation. 
I  call  upon  the  right  revea'end  bench,  ihofe  holy 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  and  pious  paftors  of  our 
church  :  I  conjure  them  to  join   in  the  holy 
work,  and  vindicate  the  religion  of  theirGod : 
I  appeal  to  the  wifdom  and  the  law  of  this 
learned  bench,  to  defend  and  fuppoittliejuftice 
of  their  country.     I  call  upon  the  bifliops  to 
interpofe  the  unfullied  fanftion  of  their  lawn  ; 
upon  tlie  learned  judges  to  interpofe  the  purity 
of  their  ermine,  tofave  us  from  this  pollution  : 
I  call  upon,  the   honour  of  your  lordlhips,  to 
reverence  the  dignity  of  your  anceftors,  and  to 
maintain  your  own :  I  call  upon  the  fpirit  and 
humanity  of  my  country,  to  vindicate  the  na- 
tional charafter :  I  invoke  the  genius  of  the 
conftitution  !  From  the  tapeftry   that  adorns 
thefe  walls,  the  immortal  anceltor  of  this  noble 
lord,**  frowns  with  indignation  at  the  difgrace 
of  his  country.     In  vain  he  led  your  vi^ioriotis 
fleets  againft  the  boafted  armada  of  Spain ;  in 
vain  he  defended  and  eftabliihed  the  honour, 
the  liberties,  the  religion,  the  Proteftant  religion 
of  this  country,  againft  the  arbitrary  cruelties 
of- Popery,   and  the  inquifition  :  if  thefe  more 
than  popilh  cruelties,   and   inquifitional  prac- 
tices, are  let  loofe  among  us ;  to  turn  forth  into 

*  Lord  Effingham. — Lord  Effili^ham  Howard  was  lord  high  ad- 
itirA  of  EngUnJ  againlt  the  Sp^uifli  urmadj  3  ibt;  dctliUwiioA  of 
which  is  reprcfenteU  in  iht  tapedr}'. 

^  our 
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CHAP,  oiir  fettlements,  among  our  ancient  conncc- 
xxxu%  tions,  friends,  and  relations,  the  mercilefs  can* 
,777.  nibal,  thirfting  for  the  blood  of  man,  woman, 
and  child !  to  lend  forth  the  infidel  favage, 
againft  whom?  againft  your  Proteftant  breth- 
ren ;  to  lav  wafte  their  country,  to  defolate 
their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  name  and 
race ;  with  thefe  horrible  hell-hounds  of  favage 
war!  hell-hounds,  I  fay,  of  favage  war.  Spain 
armed  herfelf  with  blood-hounds  to  extirpate 
the  wretched  natives  of  America ;  and  ^ve  im- 
prove on  the  inhuman  example  of  Spanifli 
cruelty ;  we  turn  loofe  thefe  favage  hell*hounds 
againii  our  brethren  and  countrymen  in  Ame- 
rica, of  the  fame  language,  laws,  liberties,  and 
religion ;  endeared  to  us  by  every  tie  that  could 
fandify  humanity-  This  awful  fubjeft,  fo  im- 
portant to  our  honour,  our  conftitution,  and  our 
religion,  demands  the  moftfolemn  and  eflfieftuai 
enquiry  :  and  I  again  call  upon  your  lordfliips,  ' 
and  the  united  powers  of  the  ftate,  to  examine 
it  thoroughly  and  decifiVely,  and  to  ftamp  upon 
it  an  indelible  ftigma  of  public  abhorrence^ 
And  I  again  implore  thofe  holy  prelates  of  our 
religion,  to  do  away  thole  iniquities  from  among 
lis.  Let  them  perform  a  luitration, ;  let  them 
purify  this  houfe,  and  this  country,  from  this 
lin.  My  lords,  I  am  old  and  Meak,  and  at  pre- 
fent  unable  to  fay  more:  but  my  feelinjrsand 
niv indiofnation  were  toolhono;  to  have  faid  lefs ; 
I  could  not  have  ilept  this  night  in  my  bed,  nor 
rcpolcd  my  head  on  my  pillow,  without  giving 
this  vent  to  my  eternal  abhorrence  of  fuch  pre- 
pofterous  and  enormous  principles.  "' 

A  coNVKHSATioN  cufucd,  iu  which  it  was 
proved  by  the  avowal  of  lord  Townlhend  and 

«  From  Boyd's  Works,  vol.  i.  pt  jojt 

lord 
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lord  Amherft  that  Indians  were  employed  in  chap* 
thelaftwar,  by  both  the  French  and  Engliih;   ^^ 
but  lord  Chatham,  while  he  allowed  the  fa6i,      '777. 
denied  that  the  meafure  had  been  authorized 
bv  adminiftration. 

The  amendment  was  rejefled/  and  a  Ihort  Amcnd- 
unimportant  proteft  was  ligned  by  only  two  jcacd.  * 
peers. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  addrefs  was  i>«batciii 
moved  by  lord  Hyde  and  feconded  by  Sir  Gil-  of  com"* 
bert  Elliot ;  the  amendment  by  the  marquis  of  mons. 
Granby  and  lord  John  Cavendifh  :  the  mem- 
bers otoppofition  no  longer  perfevered  in  their 
leceffion,  but  the  debate  afforded  no  circura- 
ftance  of  peculiarity  diftinguifliing  it  from  that 
in  the  upper  houfe.  * 

At  the  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  ^^^  ^9^- 

t^/»r»ti  iij  A.*^»  Committee 

houfe  or  lords  was  called  on  a  motion  tor  a  ©n  the  ftate 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  na-  ofthena- 
lion.     In  fupport  of  this  propofition,  the  duke  po/Jj^d  by 
obferved,  that  all  military  events  muft  e(iua!ly  the  houic 
contribute  to  render  a  termination  of  the  pre-  ^^  ^°"^*" 
fent  ruinous  war  defirable.  Should  brillant  fuc-  *^^*^* 
cefles  annihilate  American  refiftance,  we  muft 
fiill  be  forry  to  fee  Engliilimen  under  the  edge 
of  the  fword,  and  governed  by  military  power. 
Dif^race  would   only   confirm   the    frequent 
predittions,  that  to  reduce  America  by  force  of 
arms  was  impoffible ;  but  alternate  failures  and 
indeciiive   fucceffes   would   be  attended  with 
worfe  confequences,  by  tempting  further  trials,  • 
and  exhauftins:  the  nation  ftill  more  in  a  con  • 
telt  which,  from  the  nature  of  things,  could  not 
profper.  The  inquiry  would  be  extenfive;  it  in- 
cluded every  topic,  and' would  be  open  to  all. 
The  peculiar,  though  not  exclufive,  objects  in 
view  M'ere  to  ftate  to  the  nation  the  expenc'e  of 

' ^4  to  »ft.        «  The  diviGon  was  143  to  86, 
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blood  and  treafure  already  incurred;  to  inquire 
into  the  coudu6t  of  the  war,  and  the  meafures 
adopted  for  reftoring  peace.  Helixed  the  fe- 
cond  of  February  for  the  difcuftion,  and  that 
fufficient  information  might  be  obtained,  moved 
for  a  number  of  papers  relative  to  the  army, 
navy,  and  colonies,  to  which  the  duke  of 
CJrafton  added  one  for  an  account  of  the  na- 
tio)uil  debt  during  the  feven  preceding  years. 
Woft  of  thelc  motions  M'ere  granted  without 
oppofition,  and  the  duke  of  Richmond  return- 
ed thanks  for  the  ready  compliance,  declaring 
his  cagernefs  to  allow  merit  not  exceeded  by 
his  determination  to  exprefs  cenfure  when  in- 
formation was  withheld. 

On  the  fame  day  Fox  introduced  a  fimilar 
propofition  pointing  to  the  fame  objefts.  Many 
collateral  inquiries,  he  faid,  would  arife,  and  if 
it  Ihould  appear  that  the  nation  was  in  a  bad 
ftate,  and  the  late  and  prefent  meafures  of  ad- 
miniftration  had  reduced  it  to  the  extremity  of 
which  he  was  apprehenfive,  a  new  fyftem  niuft 
be  adopted,  aticl  new  minifters  appointed  ;  but 
if  the  contrar}%  the  prefent  fyftem  fliould  be 
continued,  and  the  prefent  minifters  remain  in 
power ;  for  none,  he  was  aflured,  but  the  prefent 
minifters,  could  profecute  the  prefent  fyftem. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  was  carried 
without  a  divilion  ;  but  lord  North  oppofed  a 
fubfequent  demand  for  papers,  alleging  the  im- 
propriety of  making  difcoveries  prejudicial  to 
tiic  true  intercfts  of  the  country. 

Bl  RKt  complimented  the  minifter's  candour 
and  generofity  in  agreeing  to  the  firft  motion  ; 
but  compared  his  fubfequent  conduft  to  that 
of  a  man  who  executes  a  bond,  but  inferts  a 
dcteazance  with  a  power  of  revocation,  retradl- 
in^'  every  grant  he  had  made.  This  conduft 
7  reminded 
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temmded  him  of  the  fituation  of  Sancho  Panza  qua?. 
in  the  government  of  Barataria ;  a  table,  plen- 
VifuUy  provided,  was  placed  before  him,  but  on 
various  pretences  every  dilh  was  removed,  and 
the  unfortunate  governor  obliged  to  difpenfe 
with  his  dinner. 

Dunning  contended  in  favour  of  the  de- 
wand  ;  and  the  attorney  ^general  Mas  anfwer- 
insr  his  arsruments,  when  intelligence  was  cir- 
cuhted  in  a  whifper,  that  the  very  papers  in 
quefnon  were  granted  on  the  motion  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond.  Thurlow  was  for  a  mo- 
ment difconcerted,  but  declared,  whatever 
might  be  the  conduft  of  minifters,  he,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  never  would  give  his  vote  for 
making  public  the  circumftances  of  a  negotia- 
tion during  its  propjrefs. 

Lord  North,  lomewhat  irritated  at  a  tri- 
umphant laugh  which  prevailed  among  the 
members  of  oppofition,  faid,  "Whatever  ef- 
fect the  anecdote  might  have  on  the  houfe,  he 
Ihould  adhere  to  his  former  opinion.  It  was 
diforderly  to  mention  the  decifions  of  the  lords 
in  order  to  influence  the  determination  of  the 
commons  ;  who,  as  an  independent  body,  ihould 
not  change  their  fentiments  on  a  mere  unau- 
thenticatcd  report.'* 

Colonel  Barrk'  bantered  tha  minifter  on 
tlie  unufual  circumitance  of  lofing  his  temper ; 
and  Fox  faid,  the  only  argument  againft  com- 
plying with  his  motion  was  invalidated  by  the 
reiblution  of  the  upper  houfe :  the  difclofure 
of  a  fecret  negotiation  was  no  longer  to  be 
dreaded,  for  no  fecret  could  now  be  kept.  He 
would  not  recede  from  the  literal  extent  of  hi^ 
motion .  ^ 

ThA 

m 

f  In  the  courfe  of  this  fpeecby  Fox,  With  conGderable  plearantry, 
fODpared  lor4  George  G«nnaiae  to  Dr.  Saogrado.    **  For  two 
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CHAP.  The  debate  affumed  a  new  complexion  from 
^w^iw  51  judicious  fpeech  by  governor  Pownall.  He 
»77^»  thought  the  papers,  from  the  commiffion  dowa 
to  the  lowcft  draft,  unworthy  of  attention,  fo  far 
as  refpefted  the  fubjeft  of  peace.  Even  the  afit 
of  parliament  was  of  no  import  to  that  point  ; 
for  it  did  not  empower  government  to  treat 
withtlie  Americans  but  as  fubjetts.  hujuirics 
had  been  made  whether  lord  Homc  had  power  to 
treat;  or  did  the  Americans  refufe?  Lord  Howe 
could  have  no  powers  to  negotiate  on  the  only 
ground  which  they  infifted  on  taking,  and  wliich 
they  refolutely  maintained  notonly  thenbutfive 
months  afterwards.  AVhen  general  Howe  had 
finiflied  his  campaign  of  1776,  the  congrcfs  in- 
ftrufted  their  commiffioners  at  the  feveral  courts 
in  Europe  to  give  afluranccs,  tliat  notwithftand- 
ing  "  the  artful  and  infidious  endeavours  of 
the  Britifli  court,  to  reprefcnt  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States  as  having  a  dif- 
pofition  again  to  fubmit  to  the  fovereignty 
of  England,  it  was  their  determination,  at 
all  events,  to  maintain  their  independence." 
Declaring  himfelf  as  much  uninfluenced  by 
party  connedions,  as  he  had  been  nine  years 
ago,  when  he  prediAed  the  precife  progrcfs  of 

veart  that  a  certain  noble  lord  has  preiided  over  American  afiairs,** 
ne  faid,  *'  the  moft  violent  i'calping  tomahavric  meafures  have  been 
^urfued:  bleeding  has  been  his  only  prelcription.  If  a  people  de- 
prived of  their  ancient  rights  are  grown  tumultuous — ^bleed  them  '.  If 
they  are  attacked  with  a  fnirit  or  infurredlion-^bleed  them  !  If  liielr 
fever  flioiild  rift  into  rebellion— bleed  them  !  cries  this  liace  phyfician  i 
more  blood  I  mon  blood  !  ftill  more  blood  !  When  Dr.  Sangrado 
had  pcrfevered  in  a  (i  mi lar  practice  of  bleeding  his  patiemsy  kilting  By 
the  rtrj  means  he  ufed  for  a  aire,  hib  man  took  the  liberty  to  re- 
WitjfD&nte  on  the  neceiRty  of  relaxing  in  a  pra^ice  to  which  thou- 
fands  of  their  patients  had  fallen  lacriAces,  and  which  was  beginning 
to  bring  their  names  into  difrepute.  The  doi^^or  anfweredy  1  believe 
we  have  indeed  carried  the  matter  a  little  too  far,  but  you  mull  knovr 
I  have  written  a  bo  3k  on  the  elHcacy  of  this  praAice»  therefore,  though 
tvery  patient  we  have  fhouid  die  by  it,  wcmuft  continue  the  bleeding 
for  the  credit  ofniy  book.'' 

American 
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American  refiftan ce,  lie  faid,  I  now  tell  this  houfe  chap. 
andgovemoient,  that  the  Americans  never  will   ^Sw 
return  again  to  their  fubjeftion.     Sovereignty     *777*^ 
is  aboliflied  and  gone  for  ever  ;  and  the ,  navi- 
gation aft  annihilated.     Of  M'hat  ufe  then  are 
tliefe  papers  ?     Of  what  import  our  debates  ? 
Difputation  and  abufe  may  afford  amufement; 
but  neither  America  nor  England  can  be  bene- 
fited by  fuch  difcuffions  in  this  preffing  crifis. 
Until  the  houfe  fliould   be  difpofed  to  treat 
with  the   United    States  as  independent,  fo- 
vereign  people,  fchcmes  or  plans  of  conciliation, 
i^hoevcr  might  fuggell  them,  would  be  found 
unimportant. 
Thk  papers  were  refufed.*  V^fm  tt» 

Early  attention  was  paid  to  the  eftimates  :  ^IJofNoT. 
the  number  of  feamen  was  fixed  at  fixty  thou-  Eftimttetl 
land,  and  thg  troops  to  be  employed  in  Ame- 
rica at  fifty-five  thoufand.  Thefe  votes  were 
Dot  pafled  without  fevere  animadverfions  on 
the  mode  of  conducting  every  branch  of  the 
fcrvice. 

DcEiNo  one  of  thefe  debates,  colonel  3d  Dec. 
Barre  interrogated  the  American  fecretary  of  2*^*»^ 
fate,  what,  upon  his  honour,  was  become  of  o/com- 
general  JBurgoync  and  his  brave  troops  ?  and  nions  on 
whether  he  had  not  received,  by  expreffes  from  ^B^t 
Quebec,  information  of  his  having  lurrendered,  goyne^t 
*ith  his  whole  army?  ^"^^    •' 

Loan  George  Germaine  profefled  his 
defire  to  give  the  moft  early  and  authentic  in- 
telligence of  any  tranfaftion  within  his  know- 
Wge ;  and  though  the  recital  muft  give  him 
pain,  he  avowed  the  receipt  of  e^cprdies  from 
Quebec,  with  the  unhappy  intelligence;  it 
^'^  however,  unauthenticated,  and  he  gould  • 

f  iy%  to  S^ 

c  2  not 
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OHAP.  riot  declare  it  officially.  He  hoped  the  honft 
^^^  would  fufpend  their  jiulgment  both  on  the  con* 
»777*  An&  of  the  general  and  tlie  miniiter.  •  He  was 
ready  to  fubmrt  his  conduft  in  planning  the 
expedition  to  inveftigation  :  if  it  appeared  im- 
potent, weak,  and  injurious,  let  the  cenfure 
fall  on  him 

Colonel  Barrf/  thundered  forth  an  in- 
veftive  againft  the  cool  and  eafy  manner  in 
which  the  fccrctary  of  ftate  related  the  fate  of 
the  brave  Burgoyne,  and  his  alVurance  in  in- 
finuatiug,  that  a  portion  of  cenfure  might  be 
impatcd  to  the  general.  The  man  who  planned 
the  inconfillent,  impraolicable  expedition,  was 
alone  to  blame  ;  it  was  unworthy  of  a  Britifli 
ininifter,  and  rather  too  abfurd  for  an  Indian 
chief.  This  precedent  was  followed  by  James 
Luttrell,  Burke,  T.  Townfliend,  and  Fox. 

The  folicitor-general  reconciled  the  country 
gentlemen  to  the  difafter,  by  appealing  to 
Britilh  magnanimity  in  diftrefs;  the  certain 
harbinger  of  vi6lory.  Misfortunes  equally 
difcouraging  had  in  former  times  produced 
fubftantial  advantages:  at  Brihuega,  general 
Stanhope  was  forced  to  furrender  himfelf  and 
his  anny  prifoners  of  war;  yet  the  difgrace 
only  ferved  to  raife  an  enthufiaftic  ardour, 
which  foon  effaced  the  ftigma. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  no  man  had, 
from  the  beginning,  ,bcen  more  fincerely  de- 
firous  of  peace  ;  if  the  furrender  of  his  place 
and  honours  would  obtain  it,  he  would  cheer- 
fully refign  them  ;  he  had  reluctantly  accepted 
his  ftation,  but  while  in  polfeflion,  he  would 
fupport  it  to  the  belt  of  his  power.  He  re- 
called the  attention  of  the  hoiifeto  the  bufinefs 
ct  the  day,    by  obferving,   that  M'hether  the 

^efire 
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drfrc  of  peace  or  war  prevailed,  the  prcfcnt  chaf; 
fiipply  was  abfolutely  neceflary.  ^2?^ 

LoKD  Chatham  introduced  the  fubjeft  ia  »777- 
the  houfe  of  lords,  by  defcantinor  on  the  dif-  pebatc^in 
ference  of  the  fpeech  whichopened  the  feflion,  the  houic 
and  the  intelligence  which  had  followed.  He  ®^^<^'^** 
had  the  laft  fpeech  from  the  throne  in  his  hand, 
and  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  public  calamity  in  his 
heart:  they  would  co-operate  to  inforce  and 
jtiftify  the  meafure  he  meant  to  pro|)ore.  He 
was  conceraed  to  fay,  the  fpeech  contained 
an  unfaithful  piflure:  it  exhibited  a  fpectous 
^utfide,  full  of  hopes;  while  in  facl  all  foreign 
and  domeftic  tranfaclions  were  full  of  danger, 
and  calculated  to  infpire  melancholy  fore- 
bodings. It  was  cuftomary  to  offer  atldreflfes 
of  condolence  on  public  misfortune,  as  well 
as  of  congratulation  on  public  fuccefs,  and 
he  never  recoUeded  a  j^eriod  at  which  fuch  an 
addrefs  could  be  more  feafonable  or  neceffarv, 
He  lamented  the  difalterof  Burgoy ne ;  he  might, 
or  might  not,  be  an  able  officer ;  but  probably 
his  fate  was  not  proportioned  to  his  merit :  hi 
might  have  received  orders  which  he  could 
not  execute.  Neither  iliould  minifters  be 
prematurely  condemned  ;  they  might  have 
given  wife  inftruitions,  which,  although  faith- 
fully and  judicioufly  fulfilled,  had  mifcarried', 
Many  events  cannot  be  provided  againft  by 
the  greateft  human  ^  forefight,  and  on  that 
ground  he  meant  to  frame  his  motion.  The 
fyfiem  introduced  within  the  laft  fifteen  years 
at  St  Jamea's,  of  breaking  all  connexion,  and 
Hctinguilhing  all  principle,  had  enabled  a  few 
nven  to  acquire  afcendency  where  no  peifpnal 
afcendency  Ihould  exift.  Thus,  to  pliable  meir, 
not  capable  men,  ^as  the  government  of  this 
once  glorious  empire  iutrufted.    The  fpirit  of 

0  3  delulioa 
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CHAP,  delufion  had  gone  forth;  the  minifters  had  im- 
3abcii.  pofed  on  the  people ;  parliament  had  been  in- 
'  1777.  duced  to  fan6tify  the  inipoiition,  Falle  lights 
had  been  held  out;  the  country  gentlemeu 
had  been  feduced  to  fupport  a  moft  deftrudive 
war,  undei"  an  impreflion  that  the  land  tax 
would  be  diminifhed,  by  an  American  revenue. 
The  vifionary  phantom,  thus  conjured  up  for 
the  bafeft  of  purpofes,  that  of  deception,  was 
now  about  to  vanifh.  The  king's  fpeech 
abounded  with  abfurdity  and  contradidion. 
In  one  part  it  reicomniended  vigourous  niea- 
fures,  pointing  to  conqueft,  or  unconditional 
fubmiflion ;  while  in  another  it  pretended  that 
peace  was  the  real  obje6l,  as  foon  as  the  de- 
luded multitude  fliould  return  to  their  alle- 
;iance.  This  was  the  groffeft  and  moft  infolent 
lelufion.  By  this  ftrange  mixture  of  firranefs 
and  pretended  candour,  of  cruelty  and  mercy, 
of  juftice  and  iniquity,  this  infatuated  nation 
had  been  mifled. 

After  retracing  much  of  the  ground  oc- 
cupied by  his  former  fpeeches,  and  infifting 
that  the  plan  of  penetrating  into  the  colonies 
from  Canada  was  a  moft  wild,  uncombined, 
and  mad  proJe6i,  he  dwelt  in  exaggerated 
terms  on  the  importance .  of  America,  Tbofe 
colonies,  he  argued,  had  occafioned  the  rife 
in  the  value  of  eftates ;  had  been  the  great 
fupport  of  this  country ;  had  produced  miU 
lions ;  aftbrded  fpldiers  and  failors ;  given  our 
manufaflurers  employment,  and  enriched  our 
merchants.  Minifters  had  infidipufly  betrayed 
the  country  into  a  war  with  America;  and 
what  were  tne  fruits  ?  I^t  the  fad  c^t^ftrophe 
of  Burgoync  fpeak. 

His  lordlhip,  in  a  digreftion,  adverted  to 
tlie  language  held  in  print,  anfl  \n  that  houfi^ 

by 
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by  a  moft  reverend  prelate,**   reprobated  the  chap. 
tory  principles  he  had  maintained ;  and  trufted   ^^i'- 
he  fliould  yet  fee  the  day  when  thofe  pernicious     1777- 
doftrines  would  be  confidered  and  treated  as 
libellous ;   they  were  the  doctrines   of  Attcr- 
bury  and  Sacheverel;    as  a  whig  he  fliould 
Bcver  endure  them;  and  doubled  not  the  au- 
thor would  fufFer  due  cenfure  and  punifhment. 
He  concluded  by  moving  an  addrefs  for  copies 
of  all  orders  and  inftrudions  to  general  Bur- 
goyne. 

This  motion  was  rejefted  on  two  grounds; 
firft,  the  intelligence,  though  it  had  every  ap- 
pearance of  authenticity,  was  not  official  ; 
fecondly,  the  difclofure  of  all  inftru6lions  to 
Burgoync  might  betray  tranfaftions  not  pro- 
per to  be  revealed,  and  prove  materially 
injurious  to  individuals.  If  it  was  true 
that  Burgoyne  was  prifoner,  the  terms  of  his 
releafe  were  equally  true ;  and  his  return  to 
England  might  be  daily  expefted.  His  own 
account  would  throw  more  light  on  the  fub- 
jed,  than  the  moft  ample  information  in  the 
power  of  minifters  to  afford,  and  would  be 
obtained  in  a  fhorter  time  than  would  be  re- 
quifite  to  feleft  and  arrange  the  papers  de- 
loanded. 

On  the  rejeftion   of  this  propofition,*  lord  LordCbat- 
Chatham  moved  for  copies  of  all  orders  and  lllTl*™?: 
treaties  relative  to  the  employment  or  Indian  cmpioy- 
iavages,  and  of  the  inftruftions  given  by  gene-  ?J*"*  ^^ 
ral  Burgoyne  to  general  St.  Leger.    The  nu-    ^*^*^' 
inerous   inveftives   againft  the    ufe  of  thefe 
auxiliaries,  vented  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion,  had  excited  great  pertonal  acrimony, 
and  the  debate  was  conduded  with  unufual  ran- 


^  The  arcbbii^  of  York.     *  The  numbcsrs  were  40  to  X9« 
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CHAP.  cour.     Earl  Gower  having  accufed  the  mo'\1rr 
XXXII.    of  incoiififtency,  in  rej)robating  with  lb  much 
'^77^  afperity,  meaiures  Avhich  he  liatl  lan(ftioned  in 
the  lail  reign;  lord  Chatham  denied  that  he 
had  ever,  iu  his  official  capacity,  authorized 
the  eniploy    of  favages  ;  and  George   II.   be 
believed,  had  too  much  regard  for  the  mili- 
tary dignity  of  his  people,  and  too  much  hu- 
manity, to  ai;ree  to  fuch  a  propofal.     He  ac- 
cufed lord  Gower  of  quibbling,  and  fpoke  con- 
temptuoiilly    of   his    means   of    information. 
What  right  had  he  to  comment  on  political 
proceedings  ?     Where  was  he  when  thde  tran- 
facHons  mcic  conducting?     Immerfedin  plea- 
fure,  and  indulging  in  all  the  variety  of  diffipa- 
tion,  to  which  young  noblemen  were  too  apt  to 
devote  themfelves. 

Lord  GowEii  retorted  thefe  un\i airantable 
liberties  of  fpeech,  with  great  heat ;  the  in- 
fmuations,  he  faid,  were  illiberal,  unmanly, 
and  untrue.  In  fupport  of  his  aflertion  relative 
to  lord  Chatham's  miniiterial  conduft,  he  pro- 
duced^ from  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  the 
recognition  of  a  treaty  with  an  Indian  nation, 
one  condition  of  which  was,  that  thiey  ihould 
kill  ^pd  fcalp  every  Frenchman  who  came 
within  their  country  ;  and  the  French,  he  ob- 
fervcd,  were  not  more  hoftile  than  the  rebellious 
inhabitants  of  America- 

Tyis  altercation  was  of  long  duration  ;  the 
warmth  of  lord  Gower  was  more  than  ade- 
quately encountered  by  the  poliflied  raillery, 
and  dignified  farcafm  of  his  antagonift;  but 
the  fq.61  in  debate  was  inconteftably  afcertained. 
X-ord  An)herft  relu^antly  avowed,  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  f  Eench  in  employing 
favages,  which  he  would  not  have  done,  with- 
out the  ffindion  of  exprefs  orders^  which,  with 

hia 
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hismajeftyVpermiffion,  he  had  no  obje^ion  to   xxinpu 
produce.     Lord  Shelburne  contended,  that  the    -^  -w 
orders  might  have  proceeded  from  the  board     '^^^' 
of  trade,  io  whom  the  fupcfin tendance  of  fuch 
treaties  was  veiled ;  but  this  prefumptive  apology 
was  invalidated  by  lord  Denbigh,  who,  calling 
lord  Chathartti  the  sjreat  oracle  with  the  Ihort 
memory,  obferved,  it  could  never  have  hap- 
pened that  he  who,  when  minifter,  had  always 
contended  for  guidance  and  direflion,  Ihould 
pemut  fuch  an  intrufion  in  the  affairs  of  his 
own  office. 

LoRB  DuxMORE  pUced  the  exertions  ot 
the  Americans  in  Virginia  to  ^employ  the  In- 
dians beyond  a  doubt,  by  relating  the  particu- 
lars of  a  confference  between  their  a^nts,  and 
ibme  of  the  tribes,  when,  in  anfwer  to  their 
propoiitions,  an  indignant  chief  exclaimed, 
**  What !  fliall  we  fight  againft  the  great  king 
over  the  water,  who  in  the  laft  war  fent  fuch 
large  armies,  and  fo  much  money  here,  to  de- 
fend vou  from  the  devaftations  of  the  French, 
and  from  our  attacks?  No;  if  you  have  ib 
little  gratitude,  we  will  not  affift  fo  bafe  a  pur- 
pofe.  The  Virginians,"  he  added,  "thusdif- 
appointed,  drelfed  feme  of  their  own  people 
like  Indiafis,  with  a  view  to  terrify  the  forces 
under  my  command,  and  I  heartily  wifii  more 
Indians  were  employed ;  as  the  Americans 
far  exceed  them  in  barbarity."  He  then  ad* 
daced  many  inftancesto  prove  that  the  colo* 
nifts  did  not  even  affeft  humanity,  but  were 
moil  induih'ioufly  cruel,  maft  wantonly  inhu« 
mane. 

Lord  C»atham's  motion  was  negatived,*    Ncgitivcd. 

After  the  tranfa^ion  of   fome  ordinary  lothDec. 
^uiineis,  and  the  difcuihon  of  feveral  motions, 

^  40  to  iS. 
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CHAP,  framed   only  for  the  purpofe  of  embarraflSng'. 

xxxii.  adminiftration,  an  udiourninent,  till  the  twen- 

1777.  tieth  of  January,   \vas  moved  by  lord  Beau- 

Adjourn-  chaniD,  but  ftron<j:ly  obieded  to.     A  recefe  of 

mentor  the  ^  '^.  ^  ,:  ,       •'i    i_  •    t  1       • 

bwufeof  fix  M'ceks  was  contidereu  highly  improper,  m 
commons,  fo  critical  a  fituation,  and  members  ffaould  be 
a(hamed  to  face  their  conftituents,  after  voting 
a  neglect  of  their  interefts  at  this  momentous 
period.  Burke  propofed,  as  an  amendment*  to 
adjourn  only  for  a  week.  The  reply  of  minifters 
was  Ihort :  they  had  tranfaftccl  all  the  ufual 
biifmefs,and  felt  no  apprehen (ions  from  foreign 
|>owers,  no  material  progreft  could  be  made 
in  the  field,  or  in  negotiation ;  and  if  any 
matter  of  importance  could  be  fiiggefted,  the 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  to  whom 
it  lliould  be  addrelfcd,  would  not  fit  till  Feb- 
ruarv. 

Tn  EciE  reafons  prevailed,  and  the  amendment 

was  negatived.  * 

nth  Dec.       The  motion  for  adjournment  was  no    lef& 

hLf^flf     ^^cnuouily  oppofed  in  the  upper  houfe.     Lord 

loid."^         ChatJiam^  with  grief  and  ai'toniihment,  heard 

it  made  at    a  time  when  the  affairs   of   the 

CQuixtry  prefented  profpcfts  full  of  awe,  terror, 

and  impending  danger  ;    when  events   of  a 

moft  alarming  tendency,    little    ex|)efted    or 

forefeen,  would  fhortly  happen ;    when  a  cloud 

was  ready  to  burft  and  ov^erwhelm  the  nation 

in  ruin.     Could. parliament  truft,  during  au 

adjournment  of  fix  wgeks,  to  men  who  had 

occalioned  fuch  calamities  ;  when  perhaps  the 

utter  overthrow  of  the  kingdom  was  plotting^ 

nay  ripe  for  execution,  without  almoft  a.poffi-. 

bility  of  prevention  ?  A  reinonfirance  fhould 

.  be  carried  to  the  throne.     The  king  was  de- 

*  1551062, 
t  luded 
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ludcd  by  his  minifters;  they  were  deceived  by  chap, 
falfe    information,   or  fanttioned   fiippofitions    ^^^^ 
vhich  they  knew  to  be  untrue.     He  treated  at      1777- 
large    of  the  neceility  of  donieftic    defence, 
intimating  the  certainty  of  approaching  dan- 
ger, and  dcfcanted  with  force  on  the  imprac- 
ticability of  reducing  America;   the  delufive 
{peculations  on  that  fubjeft ;  the  fate  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army  ;  the  magnanimity  of  the  vi Aors ; 
the  numerous  perils  which  threatened  the  king- 
dom ;  and  the  probabiUty  that,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  fix  weeks,  the  noble  earl,  who  propoled 
the  adjournment,   would  have  jull  caufe  to 
repent  of  his  motion. 

The  adjournment  was  vindicated  on  the 
iame  grounds  as  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
with  tiie  additional  argument,  that  as  that 
branch  of  the  legiflature  had  acceded  to  the 
recels,  no  advantage  could  accrue  from  a  pro- 
traded  fitting  of  the  lords ;  the  motion  was 
carried.  "* 

During  the  recefs,  both  minifterial  and  stateofihc 
oppofitioti  pai'ties  difplayed  an  earned  difpofi-  ^^JJ^ 
tion  to  conciliate  the  public,  and  fecure  the 
fuccefs  of  their  future  attempts  by  popularity. 
The  fenfation  occafioned  by  the  protraction  of 
American  refiftance,  and  the  unfavourable  in- 
telligence recently  received,  prefcnted  fome 
means  of  making  impreffions  unfavorable  to 
adminifiration,  which  were  eagerly  embraced. 
Before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  the  public 
began  to  long  for  peace ;  the  alarms  excited 
during  the  early  part  of  the  feffion  increafed 
that  inclination  to  a  pitch  which  feemed  to 
demand  gratification  without  regard  of  terms; 
the  mortifying  difafter  of  Burgoyne,  for  a  time, 

"47  to  17. 
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CHAP,  increafed  the  clamour,"  but  the  prediflions  of 
^^^^   minifters,  that  the  public  fpirit  would  infure  a 
1777.     remedy  for  this  calamity,"*  M^ere  fpeedily  veri- 
^on^fo?     ^^^'     ^^^  nation  feemed  anxious  to  fljake  off 
raifingre-  tbc  torpitudc  of  deprcffion.     Liverpool,  Man- 
girocnrt.     chefter,  Edinburgh,  and  Glafgow,  each  j'aifed 
a  regiment ;   and  feveral  independent  compa- 
nies were  levied  in  Wales.     The  liverv  of  Lon- 
don,   and  corporation  of  Briftol,    refufed    to 
co-operate  in  thefe  laudable  efforts ;  but  the 
liberality  of  individuals  compenfated  for  the 
caution  of  the  chartered  bodies ;  large  fums 
vere  fubfcribed  for  completing  thefe  patrio- 
tic levies,  and  fifteen  thoufand  foldiers  were  bv 
private  bounty  prefented^  to  the  ftate. ' 
Stibfcnp-       The  ftores  of  liberality  were  not  all  poured 
Amer^can^  out  in  the  caufe  of  the  country  :   a  complaint 
prifoners.    was  made,  and  became  the  fubje6l  of  a  motion 
iiih  Dec.  \jy  the  houie  of  lords,  that  the  American  prifon- 
crs  were   treated  with  favage  inhumanity   in 
Britiih   prifons.      The  ftate  of  captives  ever 
affords  ready  grounds  of  complaint;    and  the 
manners  of  jailors  are  rarely  calculated  to  repel, 
by  prefumptive  evidence,  the  fa6ts  adduced  ; 
yet  although  fome  flight  inftances  of  ill  treat- 
ment, refulting  rather  from  habitual  careleffuefs 
than  malignant  defign,  might  be  fubftantiated, 
it  was  not  even  infinuated  that   government 
ordered  or  warranted  the  wanton  exercife  of 
power,  either  in  regard  to  food,  fuel,  or  perfo- 
nal  treatment.     To  alleviate  thefe  diftreffes,  a 
fubfcription  w  as  promoted  with  all  the  zeal  of 
party ;  the  fum  raifed  was  not  abundant,  but 
the   complaints  immediately  ceafed,  and  the 

a  Sc«  Qibbom^s  Fofthuraous  Work8>  vol. i.  p^  ^t^^  530. 

*  Sec  Lords  Debates,  fih  December  1777. 

p  Hiilory  of  Lord  North^s  AdminiAration,  p.  295. 
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fubjeci:  was  afterwards  (lightly  refumed  by  lord"  ch  a  ?. 
Abingdon,  who,  after  alhort  explanation,  with-    ^xxn. 
drew  his  motion.^  ,^^7, 

Lord  Chatham's  intimations  of  the  hof-  Conduftof 
tile  negotiations  in  France,  the  difl a tis faction  ^'^^• 
of  the  American  agents,  and  the  poflibiUty  of 
ftill  averting  the  junfition  of  the  Britilh  colo- 
nies with  the  natural  enemy  of  Britain,  were 
veil  founded  ;  although  his  advice  to  prevent 
the  independency  of  America  was  not  prac- 
ticable. During  the  whole  fumnier,  the  pre- 
valence of  the  Amencan  caufe  became  more 
and  more  difcernible  in  France,  and  in  all 
countries  connefted  with  her.  Exultation  at 
every  event  which  could  be  confidered  favou'r- 
able  to  America,  and  injurious  to  Great  Britain, 
vas  open  and  undifguifed.  In  the  preceding  w^^. 
fpring,  Arthur  Lee,  formerly  agent  from  Ame- 
rica in  London,  was  difpatched  by  the  commif- 
fioners  of  congrefs  to  Vienna,  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  introduced,  under  the  fanftion  of  the 
French  embaffador,  to  the  Auftrian  minifter, 
and  of  arranging  a  treaty,  or  at  leaft  purchafing 
warlike  ftores.  The  connection  between  the 
Americans  and  France  was  not  fufficiently 
intimate  to  make  the  French  embaffador  infill 
on  his  reception  among  people  of  diftinc- 
tion ;  he  therefore,  after  a  Ihort  (lay,  purfued 
his  route  to  Prague,  Drefden  and  Berlin.  In  oaobcr, 
the  autumn,  however,  his  return  with  an  au- 
thenticated commiffion  was  publicly  men- 
tioned ;  and  notwithftanding  the  repugnance 
expreffed  by  Prince  Kaiinitz,  the  Auftrian 
minifter,  to  receive  a  man  whom  he  defcribed 
as  a  diplomatic  adventurer,  M  de  Breteuil,  the  i;;*- 
IVench  embaflador,  prefted   his    introdudlion 

<  See  dtbales  in  dx  heufe  of  lordsy  id  March  177s, 

with 
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CHAP,   vith  irrefiftible  perfeverance,  and  obtained  for 
XXXII.   him  fome  flight  public  notice;  though  all  his 

'^^  addrcfs  was  unable  to  conquer  the  inflexibility 
of  the  emprefs  queen,  and  the  emperor,  or  to 
obtain  from  Kaunitz  more  than  the  gloomy 
civility  of  a  filent  bow. 

These  tranfaftions  were  rather  vexatious  to 
the  Britifli  embafTador,  than  important  in  thcm- 
felves ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  French  embaf- 
lador,*as  well  as  all  correfponding  circumltan- 
ces,  flrongly  imprefTcd  a  belief,  tliat  hoftilities 
againft  England  were  only  deferred,  till  fuccefs 
Ihould  confirm  the  independence  of  America, 
and  render  the  efpoufal  of  her  caufe  lefs  infe- 
cure.  The  conteft  between  Spain  and  Portugal 
had  afforded  to  France  an  unexceptionable  op- 
portunity of  augmenting  her  marine  cftablilh- 
ment;  and  in  the  ufual  flyle,  preparatory  to 
lioflilities,  fhe  began  to  complain  of  injuries 
and  infults  ifrom  Britifh  cruizere,  and  to  dif- 
feminate  reports  of  an  inevitable  rupture. 

Twatv  The  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army  gave    a 

HcaVIgMd*  d^ifive  turn  to  the  counfels  of  Ver failles :  the 
'  caufe  of  America,  gilded  by  profperity,  was 
enthufiaflically  revered  by  the  neople ;  the 
anti-pacific  party  gained  the  afcendency  in 
the  cabinet;  and  a  treaty  was  entered  into, 
though  not  yet  publicly  avowed,  nor  perhaps 
all  the  terms  delinitively  arranged  ;  but  ex- 
tenfive  military  preparations  in  the  ports  of 
France,  produced  correfponding  efforts  in 
England. 

These  circumflances\yere  in  part  ad  verted  to 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  but  the  miniflry  were  yet 
obliged  to  await  events,  without  appearing  to 
notice  their  progrefs.  No  overt  a6t  of  hoftjlity 
juftified  a  declaration  of  war ;  nor  were  any 
reafonable   profpefis  held  out  for   regaining 

America 
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America  at  a  Icfs  price  than  the  facrifice  of  chap. 
evew  object  of  contention.  xxxu. 

The  levy  of  troops  by  fubfcription  was  the     1778.  * 
firft  important  obje6l  which  claimed  the  at-  pj}^^'^^ 
tention  of  parliament.     Sir  Phillip  Jennings  raifing 
Clerke  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  J!"?^?*  ^T 
railed,  and  the  names  of  the  commanding  of-  tbn!"^' 
ficers. 

Iv  the  debate,  the  nunifter  was  fevercly 
ccnfurcd  for  the  length  of  the  recefs,  while 
f n9:au:ed  in  fo  momentous  a  meafure  as  that  of 
equipping  fitlteen  thoufand  men,  without  confent 
of  parliament ;  a  precedent  which  would  juftity 
the  unconftitutional  incorporation  of  an  inde- 
finite number.  He  was  compared  to  Pericles, 
who,  exhaufted  with  misfortune,  Wafted  with 
difeafe,  and  lingering  in  paiu,  walked  abroad, 
bedecked  with  amulets,  charms,  and  faws  of 
old  women.  The  loan,  unfilled  and  unpaid, 
was  his  difeafe ;  and  the  charitable  contribu- 
tions, his  amulets  jind  charms.  Voluntary 
donations  might  be  fairly  interpreted  as  proofs 
of  a  people's  aff'crtion,  but  were  no  lefs  indica- 
tive of  their  real  poverty.  Private  and  public 
life  exhibited  pregnant  proofs,  that  folicitations 
ou  one  hand,  or  benevolences  on  the  other, 
were  the  common  effefts  of  pride,  penury,  and 
pity.  Perfons  might  be  mean  from  choice, 
naked  from  madnefs ;  but  rags  difcovcred  an 
involuntary  madnefs,  or  a  poverty  willing  to 
be  concealed. 

The  minifter  infifted  that  no  contempt  was 
thrown  on  the  parliament,  nor  any  violation  of 
the  conftitution  committed ;  that  the  American 
war  was  juft  ;^nd  popular,  and  the  offers  to  , 
the  crown  were  perfectly  conftitutionai.  The 
Americans  denied  the  riglit  of.  the  fupreme 
legiflature,  and  maintained  their  caufe  by  arms ; 

a  loyal 


S2  htstohy  or  enoland. 

CHAP,  a  loyal  part  of  his  ipajefty's  fubjcfts,   abhor- 
XXXII.    ring  fuch  an  umiatiiral  rebellion,  had,  in  proof 
1778.     of  thofe  fentiments,  offered  iheir  perfoiis  and 
purfes  in  fupportof  the  couftitutional  rights  of 
their  country.     The  motion  was  granted. 
4.thand  Sill  Phillip  JjtNNiNGs  C L F R K E  repeated 

5th Feb.  j^jg  objeftions  to  the  conduft  of  government, 
Avhen  fupphcs  were  demanded  for  clothing  the 
new  troops ;  and  the  debate  was  renewed  on 
the  report  of  the  committee.  Several  members 
of  oppofition  indulged  in  fcurrilous  reflexions 
againft  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  blamed  the 
appoiiifment  of  officers,  in  which  the  forms  of 
military  fervice  had  been  violated.  Ihe  fub- 
fcriptions  were  faid  to  be  filled  by  expettants, 
.  contraftors,  merchants,  and  manuta6lurers,  who 
had  their  own  feparate  intercfts  in  view,  and 
converted  public  fpirit  into  a  job.  The  right 
to  raife  troops'  by  private  donations,  it  was 
contended,  muft  juftify  maintaining  them  ; 
in  fuch  a  cafe  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  a 
bad  king,  and  a  bad  parliament,  to  apply  the 
money  thus  raifed  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  the 
cbnftilution.  This  mode  of  obtaining  money 
for  the  king's  ufe  was  a  breach  of  the  corona- 
tion oath,  and  all  whofubfcribed  were  abettors 
of  perjury. 

Government  was  juftified  by  precedent, 
feveral  regiments,  independent  companies,  and 
corps,  having  been  raifed  in  i745  and  1769  ; 
and  the  fubfcribers  on  the  latter  occafion,  in- 
ftead  of  being  treated  as  violators  of  the  law, 
•were  publicly  and  folemnly  thanked  by  the  then 
minifter,  lord  Chatham,  and  applauded  by  the 
public.  That  great  man,  lord  Hardwicke,  had 
alfo  highly  approved  of  procuring  men  from 
Scotland  :  the  prevalence  of  a  contrary  opinion 
would  have  prevented  the  recruiting  of  the 
«  \  army, 
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army,  frviftrated  the  hopes  of  fiiccefs,  and  di-  chafI 
Tuiniflied  the  refources  of  the  country.  ^^^i 

Th  e  freeholders  of  Norfolk  founded  on  thefe     »778. 
levies  a   petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons ;  Norfc^k*' 
and,  at    an  advanced   period   of  the   feflion,  petition. 
Wilkes  moved  ta  bring  in  a  bill  for  prevent-  2dAprii,« 
ing  the  dangerous  and  unconflitutional  pra6lice  Wiikcs't 
of  giving  or  granting  money  to  the  crov/n,  as  "*^^*®"' 
a  private  aid,  loan,  benevolence,  or  fubfcrip- 
tion,  for  public  purpofcs,  without  confent  of 
parliament.     The  propofition  was  ably  fupport- 
ed  by  Burke,  but  negatived  on  a  divifion.' 

In   the  upper  houfe,  the  carl  of  Abingdon  *3<i  and 
made  a  motion  for  obtaining  an  opinion  of  the  *7th  Jao. 
twelve  judges,  on  the  legality  of  railing  troops  Abing- 
without  the  authority  of  parliament;  but,  after  don's 
a  long   difcuflion,  it  was   withdrawn  at  the  '"®"®°' 
infratice  of  his  friends. 

The  earl  made  his  grand  attack,  by  moving  4thFcl>. 
that  the  grant  of  money,  in  private  aids  or 
benevolences,  without  the  fanftion  of  parlia- 
ment, for  the-  purpofe  of  raifing  armies,  Mas 
repugnant  to  the  conftitution  and  the  law;  and 
that  to  obtain  money  by  fubfcription,  for  fuch 
purpofes,  was  unconftitutional  and  illegal,  aa 
infringement  of  the  rights  and  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  parliament.  His  fpeech  was  deful- 
tory  and  fo  abufive,  that  iearl  Gower  remarked, 
fuch  language  had  never  before  been  heard  in 
either  houfe.  Lord  Abingdon  retraced  the 
arguments  againft  confulting  the  judges,  and 
feeuied  to  point  his  farcafms  againft  the  chief 
juilice  of  the  king's  bench.  The  prefentlevy,  he 
confided,  was  no  lefs  illegal  and  repugnant  to 
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the  writ,  if  not  the  letter  of  the  bill  of  rights, 
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CHAP-  .than  the  demand  of  fliip-money,  in  the  days 
xxxiK    Qf  Charles  I.    Tories,  Jacobites,  and  Scotchmen, 
i77«.     thefirft  addrefTeis  for  abrogating  the  liberties  of 
.  -  three  millions  of  fubjefts  in  America,  were  now 

the  firft  to  take  up  arms ;  common  fenfe  war- 
ranted the  inference,  that  fomething  more  than 
'     mere  loyalty  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover  aduated 
fuch  meafures. 

Lord  Hardwicke^s  opinion,  delivered  on 
the  trial  of  the  rebel  lords  Kilmarnock,  Cro- 
martie,  and  Balmerino,  in  1746,  wherein  that 
great  oracle  of  the  law  treated  fuch  objeSions 
as  the  offspring  of  ignorance  and  prefumption, 
was  read  in  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations,  and 
an  amendment  moved,  declaring  the  volun- 
tary fubfcriptions  legal,  and  highly  merito- 
rious. 

Against  this  amendment,  it  was  urged,  that 
it  unfairly  withdrew  the  original  propoiition 
from  debate,  and  prevented  the  decifion  of  the 
houfe,  by  raifing  another  topic  of  difcuffion, 
not  tending  to  place  out  of  doubt  the  princi- 
pal fubje6l.  Lord  Mansfield,  though  he  proved 
the  practice  of  moving  fuch  amendments  con- 
fonant  to  ufage,  recommended  it  to  be,  for 
candour's  fake,  withdrawn,  and  his  advice 
was  followed.  He  then  urged,  in  an  animated 
and  impreffive  manner,  the  arguments  drawn 
from  law  and  precedent  in  favour  of  the  prac- 
tice; and,  after  a  ihort  reply  from  lord  Camden, 
the  refolutions  were  negatived. ' 
Committee  •  In  both  houfes  the  greateft  attention  wss 
on  the  ftatc  g^g  J  ou  the  approaching  committee  on  the 
natipn,  ftate  of  the  nation  ;  the  preparatory  motions  for 
adj^tional  papers,  and  tne  arguments  by  which 
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they  were  encountered,  *  fliewed  that  both  par-  chap. 
ties  looked  forward  to  that  difcuffion,  as  a  xxxii. 
crifis  of  confiderable  importance.  1778. 

Fox  opened    the  buiinefs  in  the  houfe  of  *<IFeb. 
commons,  by  invoking  the  members  not  to  mix  f^!l?^ 
the  topics  of  that  day's  debate  with  any  pre-  no  more 
vious  matter,  but  to  proceed  plainly  and  direftly  trooptbe 
in  confidering  the  aftual  (late  of  the  country,  thekJng^ 
and  the  means  by  which  Great  Britain  might  be  dom. 
delivered  from  the   impending  dangers.     He  • 
wilhed  all  would  agree  in  divefting  themfelves 
of  former  opinions,  favourite  ideas  and  prcr 
judices,  and  refume  them  only  as  fair  refults  of 
the  prefent  inquiry.  He  recommended  an  ob- 
livion of  enmity  and  animofity,  a  fufpenfion 
of  all  fentiments  of  regard  or  diflike  towards 
America,  and  the  calm  and  difpaffionate  con- 
templation of  that  country,  as  a  part,  and  a 
very  confiderable  part,  of  the  Britifli  empire. 
He  eftabliilied,  as  an  incontrovertible  axiom, 
that  when   a  country  falls,  within  the  fliort 
fpace  of  a  few  years,  Trom  the  higheft  pinnacle 
ever  attained  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  there 
rouft  have  been  fome  radical  error  in  the  go- 
vernment,   though  radical  error   was  not  in 
itfelf  aproof  of  minifterial  criminality. 

He  took  an  hiftorical  view  of  the  proceed- 
ings relative  to  America  from  1774,  and  pro- 
claimed the  error  of  minifters  in  miftaking  a 
fingle  province  for  a  whole  continent;  Maf- 
iachuflet's  Bay  for  the  American  empire.  Vir- 
ginia, a  colony  no  lefs  jealous  of  its  rights,  not 
Wi  warm  in  afferting  them,  was  forgotten ;  and 
the  union  of  any  other  colony  with  the  Maf- 
^chuffets  was  deemed  impoffible:    but  who- 

/Jn  the  hoaie  of  lords,  on  the  A^d,  «6th,  29th  and  30th,  of 
^^■217}  in  the  houfe  of  commont,  od  the  a  7th  aad  ii^tb  Januaryt 
••i^idof  February. 
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CHAP,  ever  contended  againft  ten  men,  when  prepared 
S?^   only  for  one  opponent,  muft  encounter  greater 
tjjt.     difficulties  than  if  originally  aware  of  the  re- 
filling force.     Every  attempt  to  crufli  an  in- 
furredion  by  means  inadequate  to  the  end, 
foments  inftead  of  fupprefling  it.  All  the  afis  of 
thatfeffion  were  founded  on  the  fame  mifiake; 
the  Quebec  aft  completed  the  union  of  all 
parties  in  America ;  and  a  few  weeks  before 
the  arrival  of  reinforcements,   the  civil  war 
was  begun.     After  defcribing  the  tranfadions 
of  the    Britiih   army    till   the    evacuation  of 
Bofton,  Tox  a{ked,  what  was  the  conduft  of 
^  America  ?     They  fent  a  petition  couched  in 

the  moft  refpedful  terms,  difclaiming  inde- 
pendence, and  defiring  no  conceffion  in  the 
leaft  diflionourable  to  the  mother-country,  but 
fupplicating  the  kings  paternal  interference. 
To  this  petition  no  anfwer  was  given;  and 
the  miniltry  even  called  the  petition  a  farce, 
and  afferted  the  view  of  the  Americans  to  be 
independence.  If  fuch  was  the  real  aim  of 
congrefs,  and  the  petition  calculated  to  delude 
the  people  of  America,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  minifters  would  have  aded  more 
wiiely  in  accepting,  and  converting  it  to  a  teft 
of  veracity.  Vigorous  meafures  were,  how- 
ever, for  the  firft  time,  attempted  ;  Sir  William 
Howe  was  completely  reinforced ;  New  York 
taken ;  two  or  three  battles  gained ;  but  the 
American  army  was  not  extinguifhed  ;  and  the 
affair  of  Trenton  plainly  fliewed  tlie  impofli- 
bility  of  totally  reducing  them.  On  the 
events  of  the  laft  campaign  he  forebore  to  treat, 
they  demanded  feparate  inveftigation. 

He  then  inferred,  from  the  papers  before  the 
hpufc,  that  to  fend  more  troops  out  of  the 
kingdom  would  be  highly   imprudent.     The 

peace 
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ptace  eftablifliment -had  been  feventeen  tlioii-  chap, 
fand  meu  for  Great  Britain ;  t\relve  thoufand  ^_^^^ 
for  Ireland ;  three  thoufand  five  hunched  for  lyyt. 
Gibraltar;,  and  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
for  Minorca,  amounting  togetlier  to  thirty- 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred.  The  c6ndu6l  of 
France,  the  ftate  of  pubhc  credit,  his  majefty's 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  fufficiently 
proved  the  neceifity  of  preparing  for  foreign 
^lar;  and,  if  thirty -four  thoufand  men  werene- 
ceflary  in  time  of  peace,  it  could  not  be  proper 
to  retain  a  lefs  number  at  the  prefent  moment. 
But,  in  faft,  the  number  of  troops  in  Great 
Britain  did  not  exceed  fifteen  tnoufand;  in 
Ireland,  eight  thoufand  ;  in  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  five  thoufand ;  fo  that  the  a61ual  de- 
ficiency of  the  peace  eftablifhment  was  fix  thou- 
fand. It  would  be  madnefs  to  part  with  more 
of  the  army :  the  A\'ar  was  imprafticable,  and 
no  ffood  could  be  obtained  by  force :  the  lives 
that  had  been  loft,  and  the  treafures  that  had 
been  wafted,  were  ineifeftually  lavifhed  j  it 
was  time  to  contemplate  the  domeftic  fituation  ' 
of  the  country,  and  not  leave  England  defence- 
lefe  to  ftrengthen  the  army  in  America.  He 
therefore  moved  for  orders,  that  no  more  of 
the  old  corps  fliould  be  fent  out  of  the  king- 
dom. 

Strangers  being  excluded  from  thehoufe, 
no  anfw^er  was  made  to  Fox's  fpeech ;  but  his 
motion  was  rejeded.* 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  purfuing  nearly  *dFcb. 
the  lame  chain  of  narrative,  and  the  fame  mode  m^J^.n 
of  reafoning  with  Mr.  Fox,  founded  on  it  a  thchoafc 
motion  fomewhat  more  dilated  in  form,  but  *^^*®'^*^*" 
in  fubftance  nearly  fimilar. 

This  motioni  it  wasfaid,  w^ould,  if  agreed  to, 
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CHAP,  amount  to  a  public  acknowledgment  of  inabi- 
^^*  lity  to  profecute  the  war,  or  affert  the  rights 
I778*  of  Great  Britain  over  her  colonies,  and  invite 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon  to  attempt  an  invafion- 
If,  in  fa6l,  (as  the  motion  intended  to  prove) 
Great  Britain  was  unable  to  defend  her  own 
territory,  or  affert  her  dominion  over  America, 
her  weaknefs  iliould  be  ctmcealed,  not  only 
from  foreign  powers,  but  from  the  colonies, 
now  become  her  rivals  in  power  and  com- 
merce. The  addrefs  would  invade,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  inherent  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
raife,  dired,  and  employ  the  military  force. 
The  hoftile  intentions  of  rival  powefs  were 
ftill  denied :  the  courts  of  Verfailles  and 
Madrid  gave  repeated  alfurances  of  pacific 
difpofitions,  though  the  armaments  in  their 
ports  juftified  the  king  in  recommending  to 
parliament  an  augmentation  of  the  navy.  Yet 
lliould  every  apprehenfion  be  realized,  it  would 
be  extremely  imprudent  to  invite  war  by  an 
oftentation  of  weaknefs. 

In  fuppoit  of  the  motion,  hofti lity  and  in- 
vafion wTre  inferred  from  all  the  condu6l  of 
France  fince  1775  ;  the  reception  of  Deane  in  a 
public  chara6ler ;  of  Frauklin,  arpned  with  more 
complete  and  extenfive  powers;  the  grant  of 
*every  fubft;antial  effe6l  of  folemn  amity  and 
alHance;  the  trade  with  the  colonies;  thefup- 
ply  of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  officers 
Tbo  difcipline  the  troops,  uniformly  proved  the 
real  difpofition  of  our  ancient  enemy.  Remon- 
ftranccs  had  been  made,  promifes  given,  ex- 
planations added  ;  but  ftill  France  perfifted  in 
the  fame  condu6l ;  ordinances  were  iffued, 
but  evaded,  altered,  or  fo  modified  as  to  lof<? 
their  efFeft.  In  fine,  France  accompliflied,.  by 
arts  of  evafion,  tlie  firft  part  of  her  plan,  that 
><  .of 
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ofdifuniting  America  from  the  mothrr-coun-  chap, 
try,  and  giving  the  colonies  that  fc^cies  of  af-   ^^* 
fiftance  which  enabled  them  to  defy  oppofition^      177^- 
And    notM'itftanding   the    pacific    ailurances, 
pnvdte    promifes,   and   public  afts,  fo   often- 
tatioufly   difplayed,  the  ports   of  TOrient  and 
Kantz  were  then  blocked  up  by  a  Britifli  naval 
force,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  fuccoura 
to  America,  and  impeding  that  very  commerce 
-which  tlie  French  king,  in  his  public  edifts, 
pretended  to  prohibit. 

Dependence  on  a  fleet  in  cafe  of  projeded 
invafion  was  uncertain  ;  winds,  tides,  and  acci- 
dents, not  in  the  governance  of  human  policy, 
mipcht  prevent  naval  operations ;  and  France, 
having  always  a  powerful  military  force  in  the  - 

Ticinity  of  our  coafts,  might,  in  the  fpace  of  four  1 

and  twenty  hours,  by  preiling  fifliing  boats  and       '  ' 
fhiall  craft,  land  fo  large  an  army  as  to  endan-  '  ; 

get  the  exiftence  and  independence  of  the 
nation.  Miferable  indeed  would  be  the  re- 
liance on  an  undifciplined  militia;  where  gra- 
dations of  rank  were  not  obferved  among  the 
oflficers,  and  the  privates  completed  by  fub- 
ftitutes.  Nor  were  thefe  perils  to  be  dif- 
regarded  as  diftant  and  doubtful ;  for  the 
duke  of  Grafton  pofitively  afferted,  that  a  war 
with  France  mull  take  place  within  three 
months,  unlefs  peace  was  concluded  with  Ame- 
rica. 

This  mode  of  arguing  was  decried  as  tend- 
ing to  invite,  what  the  fpeakers  affefted  to  de- 
precate, hoftility  and  invafion.  The  funda-? 
mental  fa&s  and  inferences  were  ftroagly  de- 
nied ;  France  could  not  Golle6l  a  fufficient 
force  to  make  an  impreffion;  an  armament 
from  Calais  would  be  deftroyed  by  the  Britilh 
fleet  in  the  Downs ;  and  when  an  iuvafion  from 
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CHAP.  Dunkirk  was  projected  under  Marflial  Saxft 
XXXII.  lord  Sandwich  laid  he  had  fcen  whole  hogflieads 
1778-  of  letters,  both  from  peifons  refident  at  .Dun- 
kirk, and  others  ferving  in  the  intended  expe- 
dition, reprobating  the  folly,  abfurdity,  jaxid 
impra6ticability  of  the  attempt,  and  earnefily 
wilhing  it  abandoned.  The  report  of  a  Britilli 
fquadron  ftationed  of  Nantz  and  TOrient  was 
untrue;  and  the  management  of  the  militia 
was  wifely  arranged,  fubftitutes  being  in  gene- 
ral much  better  and  more  experienced  foldiers 
than  could  be  obtained  by  taking  tradcfmen 
and  artificers  from  their  Ihops  and  manulac- 
tories. 

•  The  motion  was  negatived.* 
6th  Feb.  '^^^  houfc  of  lords  did  not  adopt  the  regii- 
Burke's  fetiou  of  excliulinu*  ftranuers,  but  the  houfe  of 
njotionon  commons  Continued  it  on  the  next  fitting  of 
ployment  the  committcc,  when  Burke  moved  for  copies 
of favagci.  of  papers  relative  to  the  employment  of  the 
Indians  of  America,  from  March  1774,  to 
January  1778. 

In  lupport  of  this  propofition  he  made  a 
fpeech  of  more  than  three  hours,  ^hich  ia 
generally  applauded  as  one  of  his  rnoft  difiin- 
guilhed  efforts,  though  very  inadequately  re- 
ported. Colonel  Barr^,  mixing  fomewhat  of 
the  fpirit  of  party  with  genuine  admiration  of 
extraordinary  talent,  offered,  if  it  were  pub- 
lilhed,  to  nail  it  on  every  church  door  where  he 
faw  the  king's  proclamation  for  a  faftj  and 
governor  Johnftonc  rejoiced  in  the  exclufion  of 
ftrangers,  as  their  indignation  and  enthufiafm 
would  have  impelled  them  to  tear  in  pieces  the 
two  minifterial  lords.  North  and  Gcrmainc. 
Tlie  former  grounds  of  defence  nrged  in  be- 
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\ia\f  of  this  meafure  were  treated  by  Burke  as  chap, 
defcrvmg;  little  regard.    The  fault  of  employitig   ^^S^JJi, 
favages,  he  faid,  did  iiotconfift  in  their  colour,      «77«' 
or  their  weapons,  but  in  their  mode  of  warfare, 
vrhiph  was  lb  horrible  as  to  fhock^  not  only 
the  manners  of  all  civilized  people,  but  far  ex- 
ceed the  ferocity  of  all  barbarians  mentioned 
in  hiltory.     The  Indians  have  two  principal 
objects  in  war;  the  glory  of  dcftroying  or  ex- 
terminating their  enemies;  and  that  of  pro- 
curing the  greatcft  numbers  of  fcalps,  to  hang 
up   in    theiKhuts  as  trophies  of  victory,  and 
proofs  of  prowefs.     liaving  no  titles,  finecure 
places,     lucrative    governments,    penfions,   or 
red  ribbons  to    beftow,    they    reward    valour 
by  donations  of  human  fcalps,   human  flefli, 
and  the  gratifications  arifmg  from  torturing, 
mangling,  fcalping,  and  fometimes  devouring 
their  captives.  They  were  formidable  only  from, 
their  cruelty ;  and  thofe  who  employed  them^ 
became  chargeable  with  all  their  odious  and^ 
impotent  barbarities.     No  proof  was  adduced, 
that  the  Americans  had  attempted  an  oifenfive^ 
alliance   with   any  of  their   tribes,  while  the 
papers  before  the  l.oufe  demonftrated,  that  the 
king's  minilters  luui  negotiated  and  obtained 
fuch  alliances  in  all  parts  of  the  continent. 

Bltrke  ludicroufiy  analyfed  general  Bur- 
goyne's  famous  fpeech  ;  not  decrying  its  fen- 
timents,  but  the  application  of  them  to  favages, 
not  more  intelligent  or  likely  to  be  aifefted,  than 
the  wild  beafts  of  the  foreft.  He  endeavoured 
to  ^ove,  by  details  of  Burgoyne's  ami  St.  Leger's 
expeditions,  that  the  Indians  did,  in  etre^l;. 
indifcriminately  murder  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, friends  and  foes ;  and  that  the  greateft 
{laughter  fell  on  thofc  who  were  beft  affefted 
to  the  king's  government^  and  had  been  dif- 

armed 
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€  H  AP.  armed  by  the  provincials  ;  painting  in  llrong 
J^^Ii    colours  the  ftoiy  of  Mifs  Macrea. 
J77K         The  only  pofiible  remedy  againft  the  aliena- 
tion of  aflPedion,  diftruft,  and  terror,  created  by 
tbefe  meafures,  was  a  ferious  parliamentary  in- 
quiry, attended  with  demonftrations  of  difap- 
probation.  The  colonies  would  otherwife  never 
believe  thofe  who  carried  on  fo  cruel  and  dif- 
"*  honourable  a  war,  fit  objefts  of  confidence  for 
a  found  and  cordial  peace,  and  much  lefs  to  be 
intruiled  with  power  and  dominion. 

Governor  Pownall  agreed  there  was 
notfohellifli,  fo  unfair  an  engine  of  war,  as  the 
fervice  of  the  favage,  mixed  with  the  civilized 
foldier.  Humanity  and  honour  had,  among 
civilized  nations,  defined  rights,  and  given  laws 
to  war;  laid  reftraintson  havock,  and  impofed 
limits  to  deftruftion  and  bloodlhed :  even  ia 
the  rigours  of  war  civiliajed  nations  had  adopted, 
ind  alboft  univerfally  obferved,  the  jura  belli. 
'the  war  of  favages,  on  the  contrary,  being  a 
conteft  unregulated  by  feelings  of  honour  or  hu- 
inanity,  was  an  unreftrained  effufion  of  revenge 
and  blood-thirftinefs,  ravage,  devaftation,  and 
utter  defl:ru6lion.  No  juftification  could  be 
offered  for  employing  Indians,  but  abfolute, 
unavoidable  neceffity.  The  operations  of  the 
American  wat*  were  combined  with  the  nature 
of  the  country,  more  than  half  awildernefs,and 
with  the  interefts  and  nature  of  the  Indians  in* 
habiting  that  wildernefs.  No  war  could  be 
carried  on  without  their  interpofition  ;  that 
belligerent  power  with  whom  they  did  not  co- 
operate,'  they  would  attack;  neutrality  was  a 
delufive  notion,  imprafticable  in  fa6t,  and 
never  adopted  by  any  party,  but  as  a  fucceda- 
neum,  after  mifcarriage  in  the  attenfipt  to  en- 
gage them  in  offenfive  operations.     Such  were 
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the  politics  of  the  French  in  the  laft,  and  of  the  C  H  AR 

congrefs  in  the  prefent,  war:  they  firftendea-  A__^^.jt 
voured  to  engage  the  Indians,  but  failing,  af-  i77<» 
feAed  to  follow  the  plaulible  line  of  neutrality 
in  the  temper  of  moderation  and  humanity. 
The  iieceflity  of  tMriploying  them  might  be 
avoided  ;  their  voluntary  neutrality  was  non- 
fenfe,  delufive,  dang-erous  nonfenfe  ;  but  if  both 
belligerent  powers  agreed  ftriftly  to  defift  from 
engaging  them,  and  adopt  fome  ftipulatlon 
or  convention  mutually,  and  in  one  fpirit  of 

food  faith  not  to  fiiffer  them  to  intermeddle, 
ut  aft  againft  them  as  enemies,  wherever 
they  attempted  hoftilities,  all  the  horrors,  f6 
forcibly  depifted,  might  be  prevented,  or 
greatly  reftrained.  If  government  and  parliat^ 
ment  would  concur  in  this  regulation,  an<l 
propofe  to  congrefs  fuch  a  convention,  they 
would  certainly  embrace  it  with  fincerity,  and 
execute  it  with  good  faith.  The  meafure  wotild 
be  independent  of  the  objeft  of  the  war ;  and 
yet  this  fpirit,  thus  aiming  to  regulate  the  means 
of  reftrainingits  rigours,  might  become  the  firft 
feed  of  peace.  It  would  facilitate  mutual  good 
difpoiitions  and  good  offices  ;  and  fuch  a  be- 
ginning would  probably  end  in  peace  ;  at  all 
events,  govemn>ent  would  not  endanger  any  of 
its  rights  or  interefis  in  making  the  propofaL 
In  conclulion,  this  intelligent  member  offered^ 
without  commiflion,  pay,  or  expedation  of  re-» 
compence,  perfonally  to  attend  the  congreft, 
and  negotiate  the  arrangement,  without  com-* 
mitting  the  dignity  of  the  Britifli  crown. 

Burke's  motion  was  rejected,  ^  as  well  as 
feveral  auxiliary  propoiitions  by  which  it  was 
followed. 

7113  to  tjj. 
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CH  A  P.      Another  effort  was  made  by  Fox  to  ac* 
^^^^^    complilh  thole  regulations  of  military  exertion 
.1778.     which  the  oppofition  feemcd  to  confuler  as  one 
11th  Feb.    of  the  great  objeds  in  obtiiining  the  commit- 
comi*mo"    ^^'     ^^  moved  as  a  refolution,  that  in    1774 
lion  re-      the  wholc  of  the  land  forces  ferving  in  North 
'  ^^^y,    America  did   not  amount   to    more  than  fix 
tlioufand   eight  hundred  and    fixty-four  men, 
officers  included  ;  and  read  eleven  other  refo- 
lutions  which  ftated  progreffivefy  all  the  rein- 
forcements fent  to  America  fince  that  period, 
founding  on  the  whole  a  dcdudion,  that  twenty 
thoufand  -men  had  been  loft  in  the  conteft.     If 
>vitbfo  great  a  force  fo  little  could  be  achieved, 
it  was  clearly   imprafticablc,    by  profecuting 
the. war,  either  to  fubdue  the  Americans  or 
terrifv  them  into  obedience. 

These  ftatements  were  faid,  by  the  friends  of 
admiijiftration,  to  be  unfounded  in  fa(5l,  as  not 
more  than  twelve  hundred  men  had  been  de- 
ftroycd  in  battle;  and  if  the  grofs  deficiency  of 
the  army,   including  thofe  who  died  natural 
deaths,  deferted,  became  pri Toners,  or  unfit  for 
fervice,  were  publiflied  as  lofs,  it  would  convey 
information  very  remote  from  truth.     The  re- 
folution was  evaded  by  a  motion  for  leave  to 
leport  progrefs. " 
^thFeb.         In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  cpnin[iittee  wa^  enm-r 
tipn  of evi.  ployed  iu  the  examination  of  evidence :  mer- 
demre  in     chauts  wevt  Called  as  witnefles,  who  proved  that 
©Ho^!^*    Ifreat  lofs  had  enfued  to  their  commercial  con- 
9th.     *     cerns  froip  the  war,  and  other  merchants,  pro- 
duced on  the  part  ofadminiftration,  who  fhew- 
fd  that  confiderable  captures  had  been  made, 
^nd  new  and  profitable  fource^  of  commerce 
opened  fincc  the  commencement  of  ho,ftilitips^- 
The  duke  of  Richmond,  whoftrenuouflyoppofcd 
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the  prod  u6t  ion  of  the  latter  witnefles,  refifted  no  CHAP* 
kfs  the  reaionmgs  drawn  from  their  teftimony   \^^ 
againfi  a  feries  of  refolutions  which  he  moved,      «77t. 
declaratory  of  the  great  maritime  and  commer-  tj^^^J^, 
cial   loffes  fuftained  by  the  war.     The  prizes  edkytht 
taken  and  diftributed  to  Britifh  feamen,  far  jJ-^J^^ 
from  being  a  balance  in  our  favour,  added  to 
our  lofs ;  for  if  we  were  not  at  war  with  Ameri- 
ca, the  value  of  all  thefe  cargoes,  in  the  circui- 
tous courfe  of  trade,  mull  centre  in  Great  Bri- 
tain,    The  propoiitions  were  difpofpd  of  by  the 
previous  queftion.  *    Other  motions  made  by 
the  duke  of  Richmond  for  declaring  the  num-  i6thand 
ber  of  troops  fent  to  America,  and  for  afcertain-  ^^^  ^^^* 
ing  the  expence  incurred  by  the  war,  occafion- 
€d  long  difcuffions,  and  upon  each  the  chair* 
man  was  direfted  to  leave  the  chair. 

A  MOTION  was  made  by  the  duke  of  Bolton  sdMmhi 
for  cenfuring  the  naval  condu6l  of  the  war,  by  a  j^e^Sukeoif 
refolution  expreffive  of  the  number  offliipsem-  Bolton  n. 
ployed  in  America  fince  1774.   The  debate  was  |P*^|"8f 
generally  confined  to  broad  aflertions,  and  re-     *  °^^* 
folute  contradiftions.     According  to  the  lords 
in  oppotition,  the  great  national  bulwark  was 
in  a  ftate  of  ihameful  negle^  ;  while  the  lord 
at  the  head   of  the  naval  department  infill- 
ed tbat  it  had  never  been  fo  judicioully  admi- 
niltered.      The  previous  queftion  terminated 
the  difcuffion.  ** 

Ik  the  meantime  lord  North,  purfuant  to  a  ^rthFcb. 
notice  in  the  committee  on  the  llate  of  the  na-  North's 
tion,  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  a  new  plan  of  con-  plan  of 
ciliation  with  the  colonies.     Hisfpeech  in  in- 
troducing this  meafure  was  long  and  explicit. 
He  had  been  uuifornily  difpofed  to  peace.  The 
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CHAP,  coercive  a6ls  appeared  neceffary  when  they  were 
2^1^   propofed,  but  finding  them  unprodudive  of  the 
a77ft.     intended  efFed,  he  eflkyed  conciliatory  mea- 
fures,  before  the f word  was  unflieathed.  He  then 
thought  (nor  was  his  opinion  changed)  thofe 
propofitions  capable  of  forming  the  happiefty 
moft  equitable,  and  moft  lading  bond  of  union^ 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies ;  but  by 
a  variety  of  difcuflions,  a  plan,  originally  clear 
and  fimple,  was  made  to  appear  fo  obfcure  as  to 
go  damned  to  America.     Congrefs  conceived, 
or  took  occafion  to  reprefent  it  as  a  fcheme  for 
lowing divifions,  and  introducing  a  worfe  fpeciea 
of  taxation  than  had  previoully  exifted,  and 
accordingly  rejefted  it.     He  never  expeded  to 
derive  any  confiderable  revenue  from  America;, 
in  his  opinion  they  fliould  contribute  in  a  very 
low  proportion  to  the   expences  of  the  ftate. 
Few  taxes  would  prove  worth  the   charge  of 
colle6lion  ;  even  the  (lamp  aft,  the  moft  judi- 
cious and  moll  highly  elUmated,  would  not 
liave  produced  a  confiderable  revenue :  a  con- 
federacy againft  the  ufe  of  ftamps,  would  have 
annihilated  the  produce,  while  it  increafed  the 
confufions  of  the  country.   He  found  America 
already  taxed,  when  he  unfortunately  came  into 
adminiftration.     The  a6t,  enabling  the  Eaft  In- 
dia company  to  fend  teas  with  the  drawback 
of  the  whole  dutv,  was  a  relief  inftead  of  an, 
opprefiion  ;  but  the  difaifeded,   and  thofe  en- 
gaged in  contraband  trade,  endeavoured  to  re- 
prefent it  as  a  monopoly.     He  never  intended 
taxation  in  the  laft  tea  aft,  nor  in  the  conci* 
liatory  propofition,  but  as  a  medium  of  union 
and  concord ;  his   prefent    propofition  would 
therefore  be  found  confiftent  with  his  former 
condudt. 
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One  of  the  bills  he  defigned  to  move  would  chap. 
quiet  America  on  the  fubjeft  of  taxation,  difpel    xxxn, 
all  fears,  real  orpretented,  that  parliament  would  ^"^ 
attempt  to  tax  them  again,*  and  annul  the  right 
itielf,  fo  far  as  it  regarded  revenue.     The  Ame- 
ricans had  defired  a  repeal  of  all  the  a£ls  palTed 
fince  1763 :  were  this  requifition  granted  in  its 
full  extent,  feveral  ftatutes,  highly  beneficial  to 
themfelves,   granting  bounties  and  premium^ 
or  relaxing  former  grievous  regulations,  muft  be 
refcinded.     The  late  aSs  which  originated  ia 
the  quarrel  fliould  ceafe  with  it ;  and  commif- 
fioners  ihould  be  authorized  to  adjuft,  in  a  fatis- 
factory  manner,  all  other  difputes.  The  powers 
granted  to  former  commiflioners  had  been  con- 
fidered  more  limited  than  in  reality  they  were : 
he  fliould  take  care  now  to  be  explicit,  granting 
full  authority  to  difcufs  and  conclude  every 
point,  treating  with  the  congrefs  as  if  it  were  a 
legal  body,  and  would  fo  far  give  it  authenti- 
city as  if  its  ads  and  conceiTions  would  bind  all 
America.     They  ihould  be  empowered  to  treat 
with  provincial  aflemblies  as  at  prefent  con- 
ftituted,  and  with  individuals  in  their  a6i;ual 
civil  capacities,  or  military  commands ;  with 
general  Waihington  or  any  other  officer :  they 
might  fufpend  hollilities ;  intermit  the  opera- 
tion of  law^s ;  grant  pardons,  immunities,  and  re- 
wards; reftore  to  colonies  their  ancient  conftitu- 
tions  ;  and  nominate  governors,  council,  judges, 
and  magiftrates,  till  the  king's  further  pleaUire 
ibould   be  known.     A  renunciation   of  inde- 
pendence would  not  be  infifted  on  till  the  treaty 
nad  received  final  ratification  by  the  king  and 
parliament.    The  commiffioners  ihould  be  in- 
ftrucled  to  negotiate  for  a  reafonable  and  mo- 
derate contribution  towards  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  empire,  when  re- united :  but  to, 
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CHAP,  olfviate  every  pretence  aerainftterminatinff  this 
^;_^,^   unhappy  difference,  tlie   contribution  iliould 
177?-     not  be  infilled  on  as  2^,  Jint  qua  non  of  the 
treaity. 

If  fuchhad  always  been  his  fcntiments  with 
regard  to  taxation  and  peace,  why,  it  would  be 
afked,  had  he  not  made  the  propofition  at  a 
more  early  period  ?  his  opinion  had  ever  been 
that  the  moment  of  viftory  was  the  proper  time 
for  offering  terms,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feffion  he  had  declared  thofe  fcntiments ;  he 
then  .thought  the  viftories  obtained  by  Sir 
,  William  Howe  more  decifive,  and  was  un- 
acquainted with  general  Burgoyne's  misfor- 
tune. Thefe  terms  were  in  fubflancethefam.ehe 
would  offer  in  the  height  of  vi(5iory  j  he  faw 
iio  reafon  for  protracling  the  war,  the  effufibn 
of  blood,  and  the  immoderate  expence,  and 
therefore  now  offered  the  fame  propofitions. 
The  events  of  war  had  not  corrcfponded  with 
his  cxpedations ;  but  his  conceflions  were  from 
reafon  and  propriety,  not  neceifity.  England 
\^as  in  a  condition  to  profecutethe  war  much 
longer  ;  new  armies  could  eafily  be  raifcd,  the 
navy  was  never  in  greater  ftrength,  and  the 
r/?venue  very  little  funk.  With  thefe  obferva- 
tions  he  fubmitted  the  whole  plan,  together 
with  the  propriety  of  his  paft  and  prcfent  con- 
duft,  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe. 
oved  Fox  M^as  glad  to  find  the  propofitions  fo 
*•  ample  and  latisfatlory,  and  believed  they 
would  be  fupported  by  all  thofe  with  M'hom  he 
had  the  honour  to  a6t :  thev  did  not  differ  ma- 
terhally  from  thofe  of  Burke  about  three  years 
ago ;  the  fame  arguments  then  ufed  by  the  mi- 
nority, and  nearly  in  the  fame  words,  were  now 
reproduced  by  lord  North.  He  \vitlied  this 
conceffion  had  been  mate  more  early,  and  oa 

principles 
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})rinciples  more  refpe6lful  to  parliament  To  trtl  chap. 
them  that  if  they  were  deceived,  they  had  de- 
ceived themfelves,  was  neither  kind  nor  civil 
to  an  affembly,  which,  for  fo  many  years,  had 
relied  on  him  with  fuch  unreferved  confi- 
dence. All  public  bodies,  like  the  houfe  of 
commons,  muft  repofe  ample  tnift  in  mini^- 
ftere ;  their  only  metnod*of  preventing  its  abufe 
was  to  puniih  thofe.who  had  mifinformed  them 
concerning  the  true  ftatc  of  their  affairs,  or 
condutted  them  with  negligence,  ignorance, 
or  incapacity.  Lord  North's  arguments  on 
this  fubje^  might  be  all  coUefted  into    one 

Eoint,  his  excufes  all  reduced  into  one  apology, 
is  total  ignorance.  He  hoped,  and  was  dif- 
appoiated  ;  he  expefted  much,  and  found  little 
to  anfwer  his  expcftations.  lie  thought  the 
Americans  would  obey  his  laws;  they  re- 
fifted.  He  thought  they  would  fubmit  to  his 
armies ;  the  armies  were  beaten  by  inferior 
numbers.  He  made  conciliatory  propofitions, 
and  thought  they  would  fucceed;  but  they 
vere  rejefted.  He  appointed  commiffioners  to 
make  peace,  and  thought  they  had  powers  ; 
hut  found  they  could  not  make  peace,  and  no- 
body believed  they  had  anv  powers.  The 
preient  propofition  deferved  lupport,  becaufe 
much  more  clear  and  fatisfaftory  than  the  laft ; 
for  neceffity  had  at  length  compelled  the  mini- 
fter  to  fpeak  plainly. 

The  fanftion  of  fo  great  a  leader  did  not  pre-  OppoW^ 
vent  feveral  members  pf  oppofition  from  raifing 
objeftrons  to  lord  North^s  plari.  Little  hope- 
could  be  entertained,  they  laid,  of  good  eff6& ; 
for,  whatever  the  Americans  might  f uffer  by  the 
continuance  of  war,  they  would  never  receive 
the  olive  branch  from  hands  fo  deeply  ftatned 
vith  the  blood  of  their  countrymen.  If  no- 
vel. III.  '    E  thing 
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CHAP,   thing  could  he  gained  from  their  fears,  what 
^°^'^-    could  tlie  prefent  minifters  expeQ;  from  their 
affeftions  ?   The  propofitions  proved  the  prof- 
perous  condition  of  American  affairs,  ana  the 
humiliation  of  Great  Britain.     Although  the 
niinifter  boafted,  M^ith  an  air  of  fortitude,  of 
the  ftate .  of  the  army  and  navy,  would  it  be 
beUeved  that  thofe  who,talked  of  nothing  lefs 
than   unconditional  fubmiffion,  and  bringing* 
America  proftrate  at  their  feet,  repealed   ob- 
hoxious  afts,   from  any  other  motive,  than  a 
convidion  that  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  was 
inadequate  to  the  conteft  ?    And  could  it  be 
expected,  that,  after  having  refifted  and  baffled 
our  utmoft  efforts,  the  Americans  would  ever 
iheath  the  fword  without  fufficient  fecurity 
againft  the  repetition  of  injuries  ?  Would  not 
the  breach  of  the  folemn  official  promife  of  lord 
Hilliborough  juftify  the  Americans  in  declining 
negotiation  with  men,  who  laid  the  foundation 
of  war  in  perfidy,  and  built  on  it  with  cruelty  ? 
The  Americans  would  not,  how  the  hazard  of 
conteft  was  fo  nearly  paft,  eutruft  for  a  moment, 
the  privileges  for  whicli  they    had   ventured 
their  hves  and  fortunes,  in  the  hands  from 
which  they  had  juft  rcfcued  them.    The  mo- 
tion tended,  not  to  pacify  America,   but  to 
amufe  England  by  a  deluiive  profpeft  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  ful'pend,  at  leaft,  the  vengeance 
of  an  injured  and  iiifulLed  public. 
These  objedions  produced  no  effeft  ;    two 
Se^lii^*^^  bills  were  brought  in  for  eftedling  the  purpofe 
through      fuggefted  in  lord  North  s  fpeech.     In  the  com- 
mittee, feijeant  Adair  moved  that  the  power 
of  nominating  commiffioners  Ihould  be,  not  in 
the  crdwn,  but  in  parliament ;  but  the  motion 
was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
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Another  debate  on  the  fame  principle  was    chap. 
maintained  in   the  committee,  when   feveral    ^^^^ 
friends  of  government  reprobated  the  renun-       i^js. 
ciation  of  the  ri^ht  of  taxation  ;   the  oppofi-  M-th  reb* 
tion  iniifted  that  the  bill  was  too  late  to  produce 
beneficial  efFefts,  and  the  minifter  declared  the 
commiflioners  ihould  not  be  qualified  to  con- 
cede the  point  of  independence ;  the  Americans 
muft  treat  as  fubjeds.      The  bill    rcfpefting  *5th» 
taxation  was  amended  by  the  infertion  of  a 
claufe  to  repeal  the  a6l  for  taxing  tea;    and 
its  provifions  were  extended  to  the  Weft  India 
Iflands. 

Om  the  third  reading  of  the  bills,  the  mem-  *d  March, 
bers  of  oppofition   came  prepared  for  more 
determined  hoftility,  and  finilhed  the  tafk  of 
giving  an  unfavourable  irapreffion,  and  fur- 
Bifhing  arguments  for  rejcfting  the  proffered 
conciliation.      Wilkes,    who   was    the    chief 
fpeaker  on  this  fide,  qualified  the  approbation, 
given  by  oppofition  to  the  principles  of  the 
afi,  by  obferV^ing  it  could  not  be  withheld,  as 
the  minifter  had  borrowed  them  from   thofe 
who  would  not,  even  when  in  his  hands,  refufe 
to  avow  them.     He  bantered  fome  fupporters 
<>f  adminiftration  on  the  period  of  their  conver- 
fiontothefe  new  principles ;  one**  had  avowed 
that  he  became  convinced  of  the  impraftica- 
bility  of  deriving  a  beneficial  revenue  from 
America,  when  general  Howe  was  compelled  to 
retire  from  the  Jerfeys  ;    another,  ^  when  Bur- 
goyne  capitulated  at  Saratoga.     Wafiiington 
and  Gates  were  powerful  apoftles  ;    he  fliould 
not  be  furprifed  if  general  Howe  himfelf  were, 
in  the  end,  converted.     The  era  of  the  ihini- 
fier's  converfion  was  not  fo  far  diftant ;    it 

^  Mr.  Dundaf.        <  Mr.  Charles  Baldwin. 
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CHAP,   happened  at  the  fuccefsful  moment  of  the  lattf 
XXXII.    American  negotiation  in  France,  which  eftab- 
,778.     Hflied  their  independence.     It  was  impoffible 
not  to  be  charmed  with  the  gentle,  meek,  fup- 
plicating,  humiliating  tone  of  the  noble  lord. 
No  more  was  faid  of  the  vengeance  of  the  ftate 
again  ft  daring  rebels :  the  harfli  difcord  of  war 
no  longer  grated  on  the  ear  ;    it  was  now  ra- 
Viflied  with  the  enchanting  founds  of  peace,  har- 
mony, and  reconcilation.  The  conciliatory  bills 
were  more  calculated  for  England  than  Ame- 
rica: as  they  tendered  a  hope,  which  minifters 
knew  to  be  fallacious,  of  reconciliation,  onterms 
fliort  of  independence.     Wilkes  then  analyfcd 
fereral  expreffions  in  the  hills,  which,  far  from 
healing,  lie  confidered  moft  obnoxious,  offen- 
five,  and  galling ;   the  language  of  high  and 
direft  infult.     In  Oftober  1774,  he  proceeded, 
the  congrefs  hambly  fupplicated   fbr  peace, 
liberty,  and  fafety  ;   fafety  had  been  fince  fe- 
cured  by  their  own  prowefs,  except  indeed  on 
fome  parts  of  their  extenfive  coatt :    they  had 
been  driven  into  independence,  and  began  to 
tafte  its  fweets  ;  they  had  been  forced  into  re- 
luftarit  warfare,    and    urged   to  defperation  ; 
their    towns  wantonly   burnt,    men,  women, 
children,  even  infants  at  the  breaft,  inhumanly 
butchered,  captives  maflacred  in  cold  blood,  the 
dying  and  wounded  fcalped ;  and  fire  and  fword 
carried  through  the   moft  fertile  provinces  ; 
could  minifters  then  weakly  expefi;  to  cajole 
America  with  a  parchment  ao,  at  the  moment  of 
declaring  their  defpair  of  conqueft  by  thefword  ? 
The  colonifts  had  now  tried  their  ftrength,  and 
found  their  refources,  both  on  their  own  con- 
tinent and  in  Europe,  adequate  to  their  views.- 
#  The  whole  world  admired  their  firmnefs  and 

fortitude,    and  joined  in  warm   appllaufe   of 
*  their 
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theirmilitary  achievemen  ts.  The  zeal  of  France   chap. 

had  attained  its  highett  pitch,  and  even  this    xxxir. 
ifland  might  fay  to  America,  in  the  words  of     1J7J.  - 

Horace, 

*^  Te  C(ede  gniideyites  Britanni 
"  Compojitis  vcnerantur  anpsy 
The  Americans  had  exprelfed  the  utinoft  ablior* 
renceof  the  rainifters  who  were  to  nominate  the 
commiffioners ;  and  would  they  entertain  a  more 
favourable  idea  of  their  creatures  ?  The  in- 
tended negotiation  couJd  produce  only  dif- 
grace  and  humiliation,  and  create  a  lucrative 
job  for  five  bold  hungry  dependents  of  the 
minifter.  He  advifed,  though  not  fond  of 
giving  advice,  an  immediate  ceflTation  of  arms, 
a»  the  means  of  favijig  Howe  from  the  fate  of 
Burgoyne. 

To  this  fpeech,  interfperfed  with  much  of  that 
ribaldry  in  which  Wilkes  fo  much  delighted, 
DO  anfwer  was  given,  and  the  bills  palfed 
without  a  divifion. 

Prepared  by  the  debates  in  the  houfe  of  5<J»5th,and 
commons,  the  lords  in  oppofiti.on  embarraffed  pebat^'in 
the  progrefs   of  the    conciliatory   bills  with  the  houfe 
aunierous  objections,   unaccompanied  by  any  o^^oi*^*- 
conceffion.     The  duke  of  Richmond  read  the 
American  declaration   of  independence,    and 
after  commenting  on  it,  paragraph' by   para- 
graph, appealed  to  minifters  whether  they  meant 
to  concede,  or  fubfcribe  to  its  aflertions  ?  fuch. 
wthefe,  that  the  king  was  a  tyrant;  that  troops 
had  been  quartered  among  them,  without  their 
ccfflfent;    that   the  admiralty    courts  were  a 
grievance  ;  tliat  a6ls,  fufpending  thofe  of  their 
refpefliveaflemblies,  had  paffed  the  Britifliparlia- 
Dacnt;  that  the  king  having  afted  tyrannically, 
they  had  juftly  withdrawn  themfelv^s  from  his 
Mlegiauce  j.  and  that  the  judges  enjoying  their 

j:  3  officesi 
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CHAP,   offices  during  pleafure,  were  rendered  depen- 
30CXII.    dent  on  the  crown  ?     His  majefty  had  loft  the 
^j'C^'f    afFeftion  of  his  American  fubje^ls,  by  the  jn» 
folent,  daring,  perfidious,  and  unconftitutional 
language  of  minifters.     Thefe  bills,  far  from 
regaining  it,  would  found  the  trumpet  of  war 
to  all  neighbouring  nations.     The  meafure  was 
impotent,  ignominious,  and  inefFe6lual.     Why 
not  renounce  at  once  the  right  of  taxation 
referved  in  the  declaratory  a6l  ?  The  Americans 
were  wife,  fagacious,  and  penetrating  enough 
to  defcry,  under  this  pretended  candour,  con- 
ceffion,    and   good    will,  the   fame  principleai 
direded  towards  the  attainment  of  the  fame 
objefts,  though   by  a  different  mode.      The 
hill  for  fendins:  out  commiffionecs,  meant  no^ 
thing,  or  worfe  than  nothing;  it  was  better 
calculated  to  divide  than  conciliate.     It  em- 
powered to  treat  with  America,  and  then  re-^ 
turn  to  Europe  to  confult  parliament.     Why 
not,   inftead    of  arming  commiffioners    with 
powers,  not  to  be  regulated,  nor  of  courfe  prot 
perly  exercifed,  why  not  repeal  all  the  obnoxi- 
ous afts  at  once  ?  Such  conduft  would  evince 
fincerity.   If  theneccility  which miniftersavowr 
cd  to  influence  their  meafures,  arofe  from  the 
/knowledge  of  a  treaty,  oifenfivc  and  defenfivCi 
having  been  agitated,  or  figned  between  France 
and  America,  it  was  the  duty  of  minifters  to 
afford  explicit  information.     They  could  not 
be  ignorant  of  the  truth ;    it  had  been  menr 
tioned  in  the  lower  houfe  three  weeks  fince  ; 
nay,  report  faid,  they  not  only  knew  it,  but 
had  fent  emiffaries  to   tamper  with  Franklin 
^nd  Deane,  offering  the    terms  included    ii^ 
'     the    bill,    but  which  had  been  refufed  with 
contempt.      Report  even  faid,   they  had  ap- 
nl^ed  to  the  congrefs ;  who  had  reiefted  every 

propot 
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propofition  they  now  meant  to  offer.     If  fuch   chap. 
was  the  faft,  nothing  could  excufe,  nothing    u^JLj 
palliate  the  prefumption  and  wickednefs  of  fuch  a      177*- 
trickjfuch  adeception  on  the  nation,as  the  prefent 
recanting  fcheme,  which,  if  unfuccefsful,  muft 
augment  difficulties,  and  increafe  dilhonour. 

Besides  thefe  objeftions  from  the  ufual 
affertors  of  the  juftice  of  the  American  caufe, 
lord  Temple,  from  motives  precifcly  the  reverfe, 
expreifed  high  indignation  and  contempt  of 
the  meafure.  America  had  aimed  at  independ- 
ence from  the  beginning.  Minifters  had 
raifed  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  by  the  new  levies, 
and  now  diminiOied  it  by  thus  difgracefuUy 
proftrating  the  country,  parliament,  and  peo-  \ 

pie,  at  the  feet  of  Franklin  and  Deane,  to  whom 
minifters  paid  homage  in  fackcloth  and  alhes. 
Tlie  prefent  bills  were  fo  difgraceful  in  every 
point,  that  *^  venit  fumma  dies  "  might  nowW 
unhappily  applied  to  the  glory  of  this  country. 

Lord  Siielburne  too  oppofed  the  bills, 
afligning  as  a  motive  their  tendency  to  fepa-^ 
rate  the  two  countries.  He  would  never  con- 
fent  that  America  fhould  be  independent :  his 
idea  of  the  connexion  between  the  mother  coun- 
Irv  and  the  colonies  was,  that  thev  fhould  have 
one  frien<i,  pne  enemy,  one  purle,  and  one  fword ; 
Great  Pritain  fiiperintendingtheintereftsoftbe 
whole,  OS  the  great  controuling  power,  JJoth 
countries  fhould  have  but  one  will,  though  the 
means  of  expreffing  it  might  be  diiferent,  dif- 
tinct,  and  varied.  All  this  might  have  been 
procured  not  long  fince ;  and  perhaps  even 
pew,  without  meafures  of  blood.  He  would 
never  adopt  any  fcheme  tending  to  a  divorce  ^ 

from  the  colonies ;  when  that  event  fhould 
take  place,  the  fun  of  Great  Britain  was  fet,  (he 
would  no  longer  be  powerful  or  lefpeftable. 

E  4  Ths 
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CHAP.       The  bill  paifed  without  a  divifion :  a  proteft 
^^^^})   fig^^d  by  lord  Abingdon  was  entered  on  the 
journals,   containing  the   principal  objeSioDA 
urged  in  debate,  and  fome  new  arguments,  likely 
to  afford  plaufible  themes  of  declamation  to 
the  American  congrefs. 
Motions  in      Aftee  paffing  thcfe  afts,  two  motions  were 
thehoufc    xnade  in  the  houfe  of  commons,   calculated 
nioni?"      t^    8**^^  2in  unfavourable  impreffion  of  their 
importance,  and  to  urge  the  miniftry  to  fuch 
declarations    as  would  be  ungrateful  to   the 
•  jtthMar.  Americans.    One  was  by  James  Luttrell,  "  that 
if  the  commiffionersfliouldfind  the  continuance 
in  office  of  any  minifter  or  minifters,  impreifed 
fuch  jealoufies  in  the  colonies  as  might  obftrud 
the  happy  work  of  peace,  the  commiffioners 
might  be  enabled  to  promife  their  removal.  * 
sothApr.   The  other  was  by  Mr.  Powys,  for  further  in- 
ftru6lions  to  the  commiffioners.     The  debate 
turned  oh  the  refources,  habits,  and  luxuriea 
of  Great  Britain,  compared  with  thofe  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  the  propriety  of  conceding  independ-i 
cnce,  if  required ;  but  fome  members  of  op- 
pofition  cenfured  the  motion,  and  the  chairmau 
was   ordered  to  leave  the  chair   without    i^ 
divifion. 

'  This  motion  was  rejefted^  150  to  55. 
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CHAPTER     THE    THIRTY-THIRD: 

1778. 

FTt(fuent  allufiojis  in  pai^lianient  to  hoftility  on 
the  part  of  France.  —  Artful  conduct  of  that 
power.  —  Vijit  of  the  Emperor  to  Paris,  -^ 
Short  war  on  the  death  of  the  elector  of  Ba^ 
varia.  —  Artifices  of  France  —  detected  by 
the  Emperor.  —  Attempts  to  engage  lor4 
Chatham  iii  adminiji ration,  — Mejfage  from> 
the  king  to  parliament  refpecting  France. — * 
Debates  on  the  addrejfes.— .Numerous  mo-f 
tions  refpecting  the  navy, --^  On  contracts.  ^'-^ 
Bill  for  excluding  contractors  from  tae 
koufe  of  commons.  —  Loji  by  the  manage^ 
ment  of  its  fupporters.  —  Motion  for  a  ta.v 
on  places.  —  Propojitions  for  relief  of  Irt^ 
land.  —  Oppojition.  —  Numerous  petitions^ 
^-Limited  relief  afforded. — Addrefs  of  the  * 
Roman  Catholics  to  the  king.  —  Bill  for 
their  relief.  —  Oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
—  Faffed.  —  Fox's  motion  relative  to  gene^ 
ral  Burgoyne.  —  The  general's  return  to 
England.  —  Defence  of  himfelfin  the  houfe 
if  commons. — The  duke  of  Richmond's  mo^ 
tion  for  withdraxving  the  troops  from  Ame- 
rka.  —  Appearance  of  lord  Chatham. — His 
fpeech. — Reply  of  the  duke  of  Richmond.-^ 
Lord  Chatham's  fudden  illnefs.  —  Death."'^ 
Honours  paid  to  his  memory  by  the  houfe  of 
commons. — Natio?ial  munificence. — Oppofed 
in  the  houfe  of  lords.  — ^  Iionours  paid  to  his 
tnemary  by  the  common  council  of  London.'^ 
Lord  Chatham's  funeral. — Adjournment, of 
parliament. — Speech  from  the  throne. 

Yv  the  late  debates,  many  intimations  were  craf. 
T  giyca  of  an  approaching  ruptui^e  with  the  ,™^ 

houfe     i77«* 
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CHAP,  houfc  of  Bourbon :  thofe  who  confulted  public 
,^^y^'^  appearances,  could  not  fail  to  recognize  the 
177*.  probability  of  fuch  an  event,  and  look  with 
ShXnVin  ^^^^^^Y  ^^T  the  explanations  of  minift^rs.  A 
parliament  treaty  of  commcrce,  alliance,  and  friendfhip, 
tohoftiiity   j^j^j  [^g^jj  fome  time  concluded  between  the 

ofFrancV.    court  of  Vcr failles  and  the  American  plenipo- 
MFeb.      tentiaries;  but  the  utmoft. efforts  of  lord  Stor- 
pfiont,  the  Britifli  embalfador,  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  procure  a  diftinft  communication  of 
its  contents  or  purport.     This  myftery  in  fome 
meafure   accounts    for,    though    it   does   not 
juftify,  the  contradiftory  l^atements  delivered 
by  minifters    on  various    occafions  iji  parlia- 
i7tkF«t».    ment.     Fox,  on  the  introduftion  of  the  con- 
ciliatory bills,  accufed  the  minifter  (accom- 
panying the  accufation  with  denunciation  of 
punifliment)  of  adjourning  the  parliament,  \n 
order   to  proffer  tenns   of  pacification^    but 
neglefling  the  bufmefs  till  France  had  cqht 
eluded   a  treaty  with  the  independent   States 
of  America :  he  could  rely  with  certainty  on 
the  truth  of  his  intelligence;  it  >vas  no  ligh^ 
matter,    and    derived  from   no  contemptible 
authority.     Mr.  Grenville  joined  with  Fox  in 
demanding  an  anfsver  on  this  important  fub^ 
jeft,    averring    that  he  had  received    corrc- 
fpondent  information  of  offenfive  language  held 
by  the  court  of  France,  and  the  marcii  of  z^ 
confiderable  body  of  forces  from  their  interior 
provinces.     The  minifter  anfwered  with  his  ac-r 
cuftomed  candou^  that  he  could  not,  from 
authoritv,    affirm  the    conclufion  of  fuch  a 
treaty ;  it  was  indeed  poifible,  nay,  too  pro- 
bable,  but  not  authenticated  by  the  embaf- 
lador. 
ytfiMifcli.      Many  days  afterwards,  the  duke  of  Grafton 
fecapit^lated  in  tl)e  boufeof  lords  the  account 
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which  Mr,  Fox  had  received,  repeated  his  in-  chap. 
terrogation,   and  added,  that  the  intelligence   ^^j^ 
had  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  on  his  mind,      ,77*. 
from  the  channel  through  which  it  came,  that 
if  the  two  fecretaries  ot  ftate,  and  the  whole 
cabinet  council  were  to  declare  the  contrary, 
they  could  not  difpel  the  conviftion  •  he  felt  of 
its  correftnefs.      Lord  Weymouth,    as  a  full 
and  fair  anfwer  to  the  inquiry,  and  challenging 
the  future  recolleftion  of  the  houfe,  faid  he  was 
not  informed   of  the  fignature   of    any  fuch 
treaty,  or  that  it  was  In  exiftence,  or  even  iii 
contemplation.* 

As  thefe  inquiries  were  intended  to  prove 
the  inutility  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  which 
the  minifter  properly  confidered  as  the  only 
means  of  divorcing  America  from  an  unnatu- 
ral connexion  with  France,  anfwers  lefs  ex- 
plicit would  have  been  juftifiable  ;  but  the 
inconfiftency  difplayed  in  thefe  contradiftory 
ftatements,  was  prejudicial  to  the  chara6ler  of 
{idminiilration. 

In  preparation  for  a  rupture,  France  artfully  Aitful 
maintained  fuch  an  influence  in  the  contir  ^^l^^^ 
nental  cabinets,  as  would  fecure  her  againft  ^ 

hoftilities,  while  her  force  was  employed  to 
the  injury  of  Great  Britain ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  referved  the  means,  on  a  future  occafion, 
of  converting  the  prejudices  of  the  principal 
powers  to  her  own  advantage.     For  this  pur- 

fofethe  alliance  and  friendfhip  of  the  king  of 
^rulTia  were  affiduoufly  courted,  as  the  prin^^- 

*  In  a  debate  (25th  February)  earl  Gower  intimated  the  pro- 
bability of  a  war  with  France }  but  on  being  pre/fed  for  an  explana* 
tion,  declar^i  be  knew  nothing  of  a  treaty  having  been  figned  be- 
tween the  court  or  France  and  America,  as  had  been  reported,  and 
mM  venture  to  fay,  the  refl;  of  the  klng'i  miniftert  were  equally 
mpprized  of  s^ny  fuch  circupftanfe, 

•  eipal 
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CHAP,  cipal  engine  to  be  employed  in  railing encmie* 
XXXIII.  againft  Great  Britain.  Spain  was  fecured  by 
1778,  the  family  compact ;  Holland  was  infefted  bv 
intrigue ;  and  in  the  cabinet  of  Ruffia,  French 
influence,  aided  by  that  of  Prnfiia,  was  ac- 
quiring a  dangerous  preponderance,  Intereft^ 
policy,  and  principle,  combined  to  render 
the  emperor  friendly  to  England ;  but  means 
were  found  to  render  him  an  indifferent  fpec-» 
tator  of  the  hoftile  efforts  of  a  power  for  which 
he  entertained  fentiments  of  diflike  and  con- 
tempt, which  even  his  family  alliance  could 
not  overcome; 
Vifit  of  iHc  In  1 777  the  emperor  vifited  Paris,  under  the 
S^ej[°^^\  title  of  count  Falkenftein:  the  French  court 
viewed  their  illuftrious  gueft  with  jealoufy,  and 
conflrained  admiration  :  the  dread  of  Aufirian 
greatnefs  under  fuch  a  monarch,  deftroyed 
•  that  faditious  friendfhip  which  both  paj'ties  liad 
beep  endeavouring  to  fx)fter,  and  bring  to  ma-r 
turity,  during  upwards  of  twenty  yeai§.  AU 
the  arts  of  diflimulation  were  employed  by 
France  to  conceal  the  change ;  but  the  em- 
peror returned  to  Vienna,  impreffed  with  ^ 
conviction  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was  not 
his  natural  friend,  and  that  the  cabinet  of 
Verfailles  was  jealous  of  his  talents,  and  averfe 
to  their  attaining  full  fcope  on  the  demife 
of  the  emprefs.  This  was  not  the  only  adr 
vantage  which  the  emperor  reaped  from  feeing 
the  theatre  of  France  behind  the  fcenes ;  he 
iearnt  to  diftinguifh  its  real  flrength,  from  its 
artificial  machinery  and  outward  decoration. 
He  returned  with  a  juft  idea  of  the  fallacy  of 
Bourbon  friendfhip,  and  an  indifferent  opinion 
pf  the  genius  of  the  French  nation,  and  of 
thoir  .power  to  preponderate  in  the  fcale  of 
Europe,  either  as  friend  or  foa 


<}  fc  o  it  G  &  ill  61 

On  the  death  of  tlie  eleftor  of  Bava^ria,  at .€« A;P. 
tlie  clofe  of  the  year,  the  inherent  oppofition  of  ^^^^' 
ioterefts  between  the  houfes  of  Auibia   and    .  177s. 
Bourbon  was  difplayed,  through  all  the  flirafy  ^''^J''^ 
difguife  under  which  art,  addrefs,  and  fettiale^  dmb  of 
connections  had  long  endeavoured  to  conceal  ^^^^^ 
it     The  Imperial  cabinet  thought  the  moment 
farourable,  and  their  right  well  founded,  to  ex- 
tend their  poifeflions  on  the  Danube  and  to- 
wards the  Rhine.     France,  on  the  other  hand, 
could  not  remain  infenflble  of  the  danger  to  her 
which  m^ht  arife  from  fuch  an  acquifitioti. 
From  that  inftant  the  fecret  fupport  of  Prtifiia  Artifices  of 
in  a  new  war  became  the  objeft  of  her  wiibes,  ^ran^^ 
and   the  fource  of  a  thoufand   infidious    in- 
trigues in  tlie  empire  ;  yet  with  an  effrontery, 
tiie  extent  of  which  is  hardly  credible,  France 
pretended  ftill  to  Ihew  herlelf  the  friend    of 
Auftria,  and  continued  to  wear  that  mafk  dur- 
ing the  (hort  war  which  enfued  between  Aufhia 
and    Prufiia^  as  well^as  throughout  the  whole 
negotiation  at  Tefchen,  by  which  it  was  termi- 
nated. At  the  conclufwn  of  peace,  flie  flattered 
lierfelf  with  having  reconciled  three  of  the  moft         ^  - 
difficult,  and,  to  all  appearance,  incdmpatiigJe 
points  of  ftate  artifice ;  'ferving  the  views  and 
interefts  of  Pruffia ;  keeping  up  at  the  iaoBse 
time  the  triendfhip  and  confidence  of  Auftria;; 
whilft  ihe  likewife  fuccceded  to  a  confiderable 
degree  in  loofeuing  the  connexion  which  had 
fo   lung  fubiifted    between   the  Gzarizia'aiid 
Great   Britain.     The  emperor^'  however,'  ibdn  DetcM^ 
difcovered.and  traced  with  indignatiooai evenjr  ^y'** 
ftep  of  this  bafe  duplicity,  and  appeared  to  f  n-  ^^^^' 
tertain  a  defire  of  renewing  the  conheftion  be- 
tween Aaflri*  and  Etiglaiid,  if  it  cotild  be  done 
without,  rifquiug  a  wjir,  in  which  h^  omft  make 
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great  facrifices  without  the  hope  of  dbtaidirig 
any  efFedual  affiftance,  and  from  which  he  wis 
equally  reftrained  by  financial  and  domeftic 
confiderations.  ^ 

In  fuch  a  crifis  it  was  natural  and  f)olitic  irt 
the  Britiili  government  to  attempt  engaging 
the  afliftance  of  the  great  war  minifter,  refpe6led 
for  his  talents  and  his  fuccefs  in  a  former  emef- 
gency^  venerable  for  his  years,  idolized  by  the 
public,  and  dreaded  by  his  opponents.  Over- 
tures were  undoubtedly  made  to  lord  Chatham 
to  form  a  new  cabinet ;  but  how  far  they  were 
authorized,  what  coticeflions  were  to  have  been 
made,   what  ineafures  puifued,   or  whatindi-* 

•  viduals  to  have  fliared  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, are  circumftances,  which,  if  they  were 
ever  arranged,  are  at  prefent  unknown •  The 
total  overthrow  of  the  exifting  adminiilration 

-was  a  part  of  the  plan  ;  but  the  treaty  termi- 
•nated  aJ^ruptly,  and  in  a  manner  which  has 
'  never  been  fufficiently  elucidated.  *  The  friends 

of  lord  Chatham,  after  the  time  when  the  ne* 
'gotiation  ceafed,  were  fanguine  in  their  expeo- 

tations  of  its  fuccefs.     Lord  Lyttleton,  in  the 

•  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  faid  there 
lemained  one  man  who  greatly  and  wifely  dif* 
approved  of  confeiiting  to  render  America  in- 
dependent ;  and  if  the  continuance  of  war 
fhould  finally  be  decided  on,  or  new  hoftilities 

.ihould  be  commenced  in  »ur  own  defence,  he 
;wa8  ftill  equal  to  conduft  them  with  fuccefs. 

•  Mr.  Qrenville  fpoke  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
in  terms  ftiir  more    decifive  :  "  I  think,"  he 

^  From  private  information  and  correfpondence. 

c  See  authentic  account  of  the  part  taken  by  the  earl  of  Cbathain 
-in  a  traniaftion  which  paffed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1778.  An- 
litnl  Kfi^Aor*  1778,  p.  %^y  et  feq.'  and  in  variout  otbor  publica* 
tioot. 

\  faid, 
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f^d,  ^  notwithil^iding  all  paft  eccurrenccs,  chap. 
that  the  colonies  may,  by  proper  meafures,  be  xxxir. 
yet  brought  back  to  a  ftate  of  conftitutional  ,,y|, 
obedience,  and  we  may  once  mdre  recover  thdr 
aiFeSions.  If  there  be  a  man  who  has  ferved 
tliis  nation  with  hononr  to  himfelf,  and  glory 
to  his  country ;  if  there  be  a  man  who  has  car- 
ried the  arms  of  Britain  triumphant  to  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  that  beyond  the 
moft  fangnine  expectations  of  the  people  ;  if 
there  be  a  man  of  whom  the  noufe  of  Bourbon 
ihnds  more  particularly  in  awe  ;  if  there  be  a 
man  in  this  country,  who  unites  the  confidence 
of  England  and  America,  is  not  he  the  proper 
perfon  to  treat  with  America,  and  not  thofe 
vho  have  uniformly  deceived  and  opprefled 
them  ?  There  is  not  one  prefent  who  is  igno- 
rant of  the  perfon  to  whom  I  allude.  You  all 
know  that  I  mean  a  noble  and  near  relation, 
lord  Chatham.  He  is  the  man  whom  his  ma- 
jefty  ought  to  call  to  his  councils,  becaufe  the 
Americans  revere  him,  and  the  unbiafled  part 
of  the  nation  would  moft  cheerfully  truft  their 
deareft  interefts  with  him  ;  if  it  fliaU  be  found 
that  to  him  the  nation  looks  forward  for  its 
ialvation,  it  is  a  duty  which  his  majefty  owes 
to  his  people  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  refpefl;- 
able  affiflance."  Lord  North  anfwcred  thefe 
obfervations  with  his  accuftomed  fincerity. 
Paft  events  did  not  enable  him  to  afcertain  the 
favourable  difpofition  of  America  towards  in- 
dividuals or  parties  in  either  ho ufe;  he  believed 
all  men  and  all  parties  equally  obnoxious  to 
them;  and  whenever  propofitions  fliould  be 
made, the  colonics  would  not  confider  who  made 
them,  but  whether  the  terms  were  adequate  to 
their  expeftations.  He  would  cheerfully  re- 
fign  the  difagreeable  tafk  to  any  perfon  who  was 
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thought  better  qualified^  and  content  to  a<!-< 
cept  it. 

The  conciliatory  bills  had  fcarcely  received 
the  royal  affenV,  when  lord  North  gave  tiotice 
that  he  fliould  prefent  a  meffage  from  the  king ; 
Mr.  Grenville,  in  common  with  the  whole 
houfe,  anticipating  the  fubjcd,  moved  for  co- 
pies of  all  communications  with  theembalfador 
at  the  court  of-  France.  The  motion  was  over- 
ruled, *  after  alhort  debate,  in  which  the  mi- 
nifter  faid  he  never  denied  the  fignature  of  the 
treaty ;  it  was  tiow  publifhed  by  the  French  : 
if  their  intereft  confiftcd  in  promulgating,  his 
duty  required- concealment  of  its  contents. 

Trt  E  i  oyal  meffage  Hated  the  receipt  of  no- 
tice, by  order  of  the  French  king,  that  he  hid 
concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
\*^ith  certain  perfons  employ^  by  his  majefty's 
revolted  fubjefts  in  North  America,  in  conie- 
q^ience  of  which  offenfive  communication,  the 
Brittfh  embaflador  was  ordered  to  withdraw 
from  Paris,  and  the  king  relied  on  the  zealous 
and  affeftionate  fpirit  of  his  people  to  repel  in- 
fult,  and  maintain  the  national  reputation. 
The  note  of  the  French  embaffador  was  laid 
before  the  houfe,  conceived  in  terms  of  irony 
andderifon.  •  "  The  United  States  of  America,'* 
it  faid,  "  who  are  in  full  pojejion  of  independ-^ 
tncCy  as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  fourth 
of  July,  1776,  having  propofed  to  the  king,  to 
eonfolidate  by  a  formal  convention,  the  con- 
iieftion  begun  to  be  eflabliihed  between  the 
two  nations,   the   refpe6tive   plenipotentiaries 

*  251  to  1^6. 

•  The  cx|»i'iflioo  of  Wafluagton,  who  «dd»»  ^  more  degmding  to 
the  pride  and  dignity  of  Britain  than  any  thing  Ihe  hat  ever  ex- 
perienced fiiKe  iht  has  been  a  nation.  It  is  not  an  aAual  declani* 
tia«  of  war,  but  ceitaiftlj  iiiuft  pipduet  00c/*  ViTaihinftoii**  LctteiHf 
vvU  ii«  p.  «79f 

hare 
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have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendftiip  and  cam-  Chap. 
iBO-ce.    The  Freuch  king  being  determined  to  '^^^_j' 
caitivate  theigood  underftanding  fubfifting  be-     -iTTt, 
tweea  Fitance  and   Go-eat    Britain,    bi/  tvtry 
means  compatible mith  his  dignity^  aiid  the  goo4  ' 

of  his  fubjefts,  tnakes  tUis  proceeding  known 
to  <he  court  of  London,  una  declares  that  the 
centra^ing  parties  have  paid  great  attention 
i^ot  to^ipu late, any  rc^clujive  advantages  in  fa- 
tour  of  the  French  illation  ;  and  that  the  itni- 
*ed  States  have  referved  the  liberty  of  treating 
with  every  nation  whatever,  upon  the  fame 
Abating  of  equality  and  reciprocity.  In  making 
this  communicatiou  to  the  court  of  London, 
Ae  king  is  firmly  perfuaded  ihe  will  find  new 
proofs  of  his  majefty's  conjiant  and  finccrc  dif- 
pojitionfvr  peace  ;  and  that  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  animated  by  the  fame  fentiracnts,  will 
equally  avoid  every  thing  that  may  alter  their 
good  harmony;  and  will  particularly  take  ef-  ' 
fi?6lual  meafures  to  prevent  the  commerce  bc- 
tweea  his  majefty -s fubjedls  and  the  Uni  ted  States 
^f  North  America  from  being  interrupted ;  and 
to  caufe  all  the  ufages  received  between  com- 
mercial nations  to  be,  in  this  refpe^l,  obferved, 
and  all  thofe  rules  which  can  be  faid  to  fubfift 
between  the  two  crowns  of  France  and  Great 
Britain.  In  this  juft  confidence,  the  underfign- 
ed  embaflador  thinks  it  fuperfluous  to  acquaint 
the  British  minifter,  that  the  king  his  mafter, 
being  determined  to  prated  effed.ually  the  law- 
ful cmninerce  of  his  fubjeds,  and  maintain  the 
dignity  of  his  flag^  has  taken  eventual  nHafures 
in  concert  with  the  United  Stat&s  of  North 
America.'' 

In  difcuffing  the  motion  for  an  addrcfs,  an  ^'^^^^^^ 
amendment  Avas  propoled,  requeftmg  his  liia- 
jefty  to  difmifi  the  miniltry  ;  but  no  fentiai.eut 

vox.   III.  i"  was 
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CHAP.  "^215  uttered  derogatory  to  the  r^prefentatives  of 
xxxiii.   a  nation  thus,  in  the  perfon  of  ihe  fovereign, 
^17 tsT'     wantonly  and audaciouflyinfulted.  Lord  North 
,was,  liowever,  reproached  for  a  culpable  negleft 
of  the  means  of  information  and  defence  ;  he 
had  fuffercd  himfclf  to  be  furprifed  at  the  noti- 
fication of  a  treaty  which  appeared  to  have 
been  two  years  under  difcuffion ;  and  on  the 
'  eve  of  a  war,  the  kingdom  Av^as  deftJtute  of  ade- 
'  quate  provifipn  for  internal  fafety. 

Governor  Poavxall,  without   intending 
to  vindicate  the  minifter,   explained  the  cir- 
ihimftanccs  of  the    treaty,  the  very   idea  of 
which  had  not  exifted   fix   months,  and  the 
'a6lual   negotiation    not    three    month's.       In 
*  Auguft  the  American  commiflTioners  began  to 
prefs  tlic  minifters  of  France  for  an  explicit 
declaration,  and  effectual  afliil'mnce,  which  was 
evaded    by  the  crafty   cabinet  of  Verfailles, 
'  where  the  infidious  policy  of  an  oftcnfible  neu- 
trality, and  indirect  aid,  was  preferred.     At  a 
period  M'hcn  diftrcffes  and  apprehenfions  bore 
hard  on  the  Americans,  the  Fnnch^ profiting  of 
their  diftrefs,  took  occafion  to  attempt  extort- 
ing from  them  an  inequitable  compact.     Wheu 
the  account  of  Burgoyne's  fucceifes,  and  the 
'  capture  of  Ticonderoga  arrived,  the  Americans 
"  had  loft  all  hopes,  the  negotiation  with  France 
'  was  fiifpendcd,  and  mutual  reproaches  had  al- 
moil  oc.cafioned  a  breach  between  the  French 
miniftrv  and  the  American  comniiiTioners.     In 
their    rlcfpair    the    conuiuffioners    attempted, 
throusli  the  channel  of  governor  Pownall,  ta 
ctmnnence-a  treaty  with  tlie  mother-country 
for  reconciliation,  and  rc-efiablifluncntof  peace  ; 
and  even  declared,  th:?t  although  an   acknow- 
ledgment of  Jiidependrncy  v.as  <\  Jine  qua  noUy 
yet  on  that  and  ail  ollivr  points,   they  wr)ul(l 

•  ule 
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ufeall  endeavoui-s  to  fave  the  honour  of  their   chap. 
parent  country.     Of  this  intimation  Pownall   xxxiii. 
caufcd  the  go\ernment  to  be  apprized,  but  re-     ,1778, ., 
ceived  for  anfwer  that  the  bafis  of  the  treaty       -    ^ 
was  inadniiflible. 

Despairing  of  reconciliation,  the  com- 
milTioners,  in  September  or  Oftober,  renewed 
their  negotiation  with  France,  and  fettled  a  few 
preliminaries,  ad  y^eferenduin^  which  were  tranA 
iiiittedto  America  for  the  approbation  of  con- 
grefs.  But  when  the  news  of  Burgoyne's 
difafter  arrived,  and  when  the  French  miniftry 
underftood  lord  North's  intention  to  bring 
forward  a  conciliatory  plan,  they  advanced 
without  hefitation  towards  the  American  com- 
miffioners,  and  executed  a  treaty  on  their  own 
terms. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  interefting  narrative, 
governor  Pownall  proceeded  to  obferve,  that 
peace  with  America  was  yet  probable,  if  Great 
Britain  would  purfue  the  proper  courfe.  "  The 
Americans  are  and  muft  be  independent.  We 
acknowledge  it  in  our  own  afts  ;  and  have  in- 
deed, however  we  may  cover  our  ihame  with 
M'ords,  refigned  all  dominion  over  them.  They 
will  never  refcind  the  fy fteni  contained  in  their 
four  grand  a6ts ;  the  declaration  of  rights ; 
the  manifefto  to  all  nations ;  the  declaration 
of  independency ;  and  the  aft  of  confedera- 
tion ;  but  if  parliament  will  extend  the  powers 
of  the  commiflioners,  fo  far  as  to  acknowledge 
their  independence  on  conditions,  they  will, 
in  return,  form  a  federal  treaty,  offenfive,  de- 
fenfivc,  and  commercial,  with  us." 

The  compact  figned  at  Paris  was  not  yet 
ratified  by  congrefs,  and  by  a  fpecdy  and  can- 
did exertion,  this  countrv  mi^^ ht  vet  be  enabled 
to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  predilectioa 

F  a  prevailiujj 
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CHAP,  prevailing  in  America,  and  cither  fruftrate  the 
X30cnL   French  treaty,    or  by   entering  into  one   on 
'^TttsT'    caual  terms,  fucceed  in  depriving  the  French 
of  all  the  benefits  of  their  dexfenty,  fince  the 
Americans    would  more^  willingly  keep  their 
commerce  in  its  accuftomed  channel,  than  en- 
gage with  ft  rangers,  with  whofe  language  they  ' 
were  unacquainted.     If  a  federal  treaty  were 
not  adopted,  and  the  Americans  fliould  ever 
be  induced  to  treat  on  other  terms,  one  oi 
their  firft  demands  muft  be  a  reimburfement 
of  expences,  and  an  indemnification  forlofles. 
A  pecuniary  remuneration  was  impoflible;  but, 
initead  of  that  mode,  government  muft  facri- 
lice  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Nevfound- 
land  fifliery  ;  this  hcjaiew  xcould  he  infjied  on  ; 
but  if  indcpendcnc?  were  conceded,  America 
could  only  treat  on  the  fame  ground  as  any 
other    independent    nation,    and    indemnities 
'were  by  them  never  required.      He   expofed 
the  fallacy  of  arguments  tending  to  fliew  outp 
force    inlufticicnt   for    refiftance  to  the  neir 
enemy,  and  concluded,  by  declining  to  inter- 
fere with  the  amendment:  lie  was  indifferent 
who  were    or  ihould  be  miniflers;  but  coin-^ 
cided  in  every  feeling  of  refentment  exprefled 
by  the  add  reft. 

General  Conwa^y  fupported  the  princi- 
ples fo  ably  advanced  by  governor  Pownall, 
and  corroborated  his  fiatements  by  obferving, 
he  had  fe«n  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  written 
.  fince  the  fignature  of  the  French  treaty,  oiTer- 
ing  peace,    if  Great  Britain  would  foi-ego  thje 
claim  to  fupremacy  ;  and  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he 
Hiould  ratlicr  wifl)  to  form  a  federal  union  than, 
lofc  America,  or  let  her  fall  into  the  hands  of 
France. 
Loud  Chatham  was  fcveral  times  men- 
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tiofied  in  the  debate,,  as  a  minifter  who  c6uld  chap. 
unite  the  confidence  of  all  parties,  terrify  tHc    y^^^- 
houfe  of  Bourbon,   and   conciliate  America;      1778. 
but  lord  North,  after  repeat! njf  his  difregard 
of  his   employments,    obfervcd,    that  as  the 
iultreft  of  the  empire,  no  lefs  than  his  own 
pride,  required  his   continuance  in  office,  he 
vaa  determined  not  to  quit  the  helm,  until  the 
veflel  was  fafe  in  port. 
The  original  addrefs  was  carried. ' 
An   amendment  was   propofed  in  the  up-  Addrefs  in 
peT,  fimilar  to   that  in   the  lower  h6ufe;  no  *£*|^"^* 
oppofition  was  offered  by  the  lords  in  admi- 
niih-ation,    except  one  fingle  remark,   that  it 
was  unprecedented  to  clog  an  addrefs  with  a 
condition,  implying  that  ^  meafure,  right  in 
itfelfi  ought  not  to  be  purfued,  unlefs  fome- 
tliing  elfe   were  granted^      The   debate    was 
chiefly  maintained   by  two  diftinfl:  parties  in 
oppofition,  of  whom  lome  were  defirous  topre- 
ferve  peace  with  France  at  all  events,  and  con- 
cede   the    independence    of  America,    while 
othere  felt  the  indis^rnitv  offered  to  Great  Bri- 
tain,  as  a  juftification  of  inftant  hoftility;  and 
reprefcnted  the  lols  of  Auiciica  as  the  termina- 
tian  of  Britilh  profperity  :  the  amendment  was 
negatived,^    and   the   addrefs   carried.^      Ad-  ^^^^f* 
dreffes  were  alfo  returned  to   a  mefl'age    for 
calling  out  the  piilitia,  without  divifion  or  de- 
bate. 

The  navy  engaged  ^  confiderable  portion  Dehafeon 
of  parliamentary   attention.      Before  the   re-  **^*"*^y' 
ceipt  of  the  mefl'age  refpefting   France,    the 
condition  of  this  bulwark  of  the  Kritiih  empire  nth  and 
had  been  feverely  fcrutinized  in  tlie  committee  ?^^^*^*^ 
of  fupply^    An  account  of  the  fliips  in  Great 

^  263  to  iT^        %  100  ta  3(.        ^  68  to,  25. 
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CHAP.  Britain  and  Ireland  being  fubmitted  to  the 
^^^^-  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  'Fox 
J  778.  founded  on  it  a  motion,  that  the  navy  Avas 
11th  Mar.  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country. 
tionliTthe  TcHiple  LuttrcU  followed  the  mover,  and  con- 
committee  cludcd  a  long  fpccch,  fully  difplaying  the  bad 
ofthena-*^  Condition  of  thcfliips,  the  negle6t  of  fupplies, 
lion*  and  the  general  deplorable  ftate  of'  the  fervice 

in  every  department,  by  declaring,  that  nothing 
could  be  clearer  than  the   inadequacy  of  the 
naval  power  to  the  prefent  criiis  of  public  afl[air5, 
excepting   the   proftitution,    mifmanagement, 
and   atrocious  criminality   of  thofe  'minifters 
whom  our  deluded  fovereign  had  fatally  chofen 
to   entruft   with    this   beft  protection  of  the 
realm.       No    detailed'  anfwcr    was   q-iven  to 
his    ftatements  or  arguments,    as   the  king's 
meflage  refpefting  France  was  then  in  prepara- 
tion ;    but  admiral  Keppel  took   occafion  to 
fay,  that  if  he  had  the  honour  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he  rather  wiihed 
to  have  a  fmall  fleet  well  fitted  and  completely 
manned,  than  a  large  number  of  fliips  badly 
equipped.     The  previous   queftion  was  ncga* 
tived  without  a  divifion. 
»itiiT«b.        In  the  houfe  of  lords,  thq  duke  of  Bolton 
ofBoiton'i  tnoved  for  the  perfonal  examination  of  the  fur- 
jnoiion.      yeyof  of  the  navy.     Lord  Sandwich,  declaring 
he  did  not  wifli  to  evade  the  clofefl  invefiiga- 
tion,  refifted  the  propofition,    as   tending  to 
injure  the  country  by  making  improper  dif- 
clofures ;  the  papers  already  fubrriitted  to  the 
houfe  afforded  undue  information.     The  mo- 
tion was  negatived*;   but  lord    Radnor    ob- 
served,   that   in   rejecting   it  for  the  reafofis 
alfigncd,  the  houfe  treated  the  firfl  lord  of  the 

*  13  to  1%. 
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admiraJty  with  more  refpeft  than  their  anceftors  chap. 
had  treated  the  hulbaiid  of  the  queen  of  Eng-  ^^_^^' 
land.  ,779, 

The  earl  of  Effindiam,  accufins:  lord  Sand-  3'^^^;^- 
wicn  or  grols  mumanagement,  and  reprelent-  fingham's 
ing  the  marine  in  the  nioft  difgracefnl  view-,  motion. 
moved  a  feries   of  propofitions,  for  difclofing 
the  ftate   of  the  navv  during:  the  laft  eiffht 
years,  the  ordinary  eftimatcs,  and  fhips  broke 
up,  built,  and  repaire^f.   The  profeffed  obje6ls  of 
thefe  motions  was  the  enforcement  of  economy, 
vhich^  he  faidf  was  grofsly  violated  in  every 
branch  of  the  fervice :  there  was  a  conftant 
repugnancy  between    the  eftiniates    and   the 
aftual  expenditure,  which   was  a  grofs  infult 
to  parliament,  and  a  fhameful  fallacy  and  de- 
ceit.    Lord  Sandwich  made  a  fpecific  defence 
on  each  head,    and,    comparing   the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  navy  with  its  condition  in  1727, 
formed  dedu6tioi>s  highly  favourable  to  his  own 
adminiftration  ;    the  Britiih  force    then  conr 
lifted  of  a  hundred  and  ninety  ihips  of  M^ar, 
it  was  now  three  hundred  and  feventy -three; 
and  expences  of  every  kind  were  doubled.     In 
the  courfe  of  debate,  many  collateral  topics 
were  agiUited  ;  the  management  of  Greenwich 
hofpital,    the   improvidence  in   forming  con** 
tratts,  and  the  peculations  in  the  dock  yards ; 
and  the  firft  lord  of  the  athiiiralty  was  threaten- 
ed with    popular  vengeance.      Tlie  populace 
wmild  rife,  and,  as  the  Dutch  had  treated  the 
DeAVitts,  tear  him  limb  from  limb.     The  de- 
bate then  became  exceedingly  tumultuous,  and  " 
the  motions  were  all  ncaratived. 

pRKViorsLY  to  this  debate,  the  attention  nthMar, 
of  the  houfe  had  been  engaged  on  the  fiibjeft,  ^^^houfe" 
of  contracts:    the   earl   of  Elhngham,  in  the  ofioidsoa 
committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  pointed  ^^"^a^^s^ 
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out  THsat  he  confidercd  a  moft  fcandalcM  vrant 
ef  economy  in  th«  tranfport  ftrvice,  by  ^hich 
ail  expence  had  been  created  of  fix  nundrcd 
thouland  pounds;  witnelfes  were  examined, 
and  feveral  refolutions  tendei  ed,  which  vreve 
dif]^ofed  of  by  voting  the  Ghairnaan  to  leave 
the  chair. 

Colonel  BAttRE'  alfo  moved  for  a  fefeft 
cximmittee  to  infpeft    the    pi^blic  accounts  j 
charging   the  minifter  with  grofs  negligence 
and  ignorance  in  making  contrafts,  and  the 
houfe  with  fliamcful    and  ti^iterous  fervihty 
in    fanclioning    his   evafions     and    delndeirs. 
He  analyfed,   with   fcrupulous    feverity,    the 
conduct  of  agents  and  contradors;  the  mode 
of   dividing    profits;    and    cenfured,    in  un- 
qualified  terms,  the  contra^s   and    agencies 
of  Harley  and  Drummond,    on  th^  Spanifts 
Portuguezc,  and  Britifh   gold  coin  ;  and  Mr- 
Atkinfon,  relative  to  his  rum   contra6^,    and 
agency  for  the  hire  of  tvanfports  for  the  ^rea- 
fury.     But  it  was  not  wonderful,  he  faid,  that 
great  fums  had  been  devoured  by  contra6ts, 
when  the  minifter  was  fo  ci  iminally  ignorant  as 
not  to  know  currency  from  fiierling. 

1^0 RD    North  having    explained    himfelf 
with  fome  warmth  on  the  imp^ted  ignorance'' 
and  mifcondufb,  and  confented  to  the  appoint- 
iiihMay.  -p^^i^i  of  a  committee,   a  report  was  prefented 
to  the  houfe,  but  at  too  late  a  period  to  be 
taken  into  confideration. 
BiiV^^c"^       Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerkk  took  ad* 
eluding*^     vantage  of  thefe  difcuflions  to  catch  at  popun 
contradora  laritv,  by  introducing. a  bill  for  the  exclution 
liMwnu'    of  contractors  from  parliament,    unleii  their 
contraQs  were  obtained  by  a  public  bidding; 
'     The  debate  o»  the  preparatory  motion  was,  its 
Dught  be  expdfted,  a  feries  of  declamations, 
6  or 
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or  of  artful  foscgeftions,  defigned  to  entrap  char 
the  minifter.  The  motion  was  faid  not  to  ^^^^ 
be  hoftiie  to  tlic  perfons  or  charafters  of  con-  1771^ 
tractors,  but  framed  to  prevent  the  foul  deeds 
imputed  to  niiniftei^  and  men,  fuppofed  in 
icagne  to  rob  the  public.  The  mintfter,  if  he 
confidered  propeitfy  his  own  intereft,  reputa* 
tioa,  and  perfonal  fatisfacHon,  ought  to  fup« 
port  the  motion ;  and  contractors  would  oe 
lelteved  from  all  the  obloquy  to  which  they 
were  expofed.  It  was  not  difinged  to  exclude 
them  for  being  contraftors  in  a  fair,  open, 
equhable  maimer;  but  for  being  clofet  con- 
tracbrSy  prr\'ate  plunderers ;  coafederates  with 
a  corrupt  admiuiftration  ;  robbing  their  coun- 
try, and  either  iliaring  the  fpoil  with  the  reft 
of  the  public  confpirators,  or  with  fome 
otinas,  moi^e  remote  from  the  general  obferva- 
lion. 

Maity  reflexions  were  made  on  the  perfons, 
cfaaraders,  and  gains  of  contractors ;  and  lord 
George  Gordon,  an  intemperate  fanatic,  called 
the  minifter,  the  greateft  of/ all  conlraftors ;  a 
eontracior  for  men  ;•  a  contractor  for  parlia- 
meniary  flQcks  ;  a  contractor  for  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people.  He  fincerely  wifhed  him 
to  fare  bis  country,  and  his  own  life  ;  to  call 
•ff  his  butchers  and  ravagers  from  the  colonies; 
to  retire  with  the  reft  of  bis  majefty's  evil 
advifers,  from  the  public  government,  and 
make  way  for  honeft  and  wifer  couufellors;  *'  to 
turn  from  his  wickednefs  and  live."  It  was 
not  yet  too  late  to  repent ;  th^  public  clamour 
for  revenge  M'as  not  yet  raifed  againft  him ;  his 
inajefty's  troops  wefe  not  yet  totally  defeate4 
in  America, 

Such  a  meafure,  fupported  by  fiich  argu- 
inen*^>  naet  with  the  deferved  fate.  Many  who^ 
'  were 
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xxxin    ^^^^  oblfofd  to  court  popularity  on  any  t^rmg,- 
tJ,...^^    lent  their  fani^rtion,   thongh  convinced  of  its 
*77ii.      futility,  and,  at  the  firft  convenient  opportu- 
nity,   abandoned   the  caufc  they    reluctantly 
fuirained.     On  the  fecond  readinir,  a  motion 
for  the  fpeakcr  to  leave  the  chair   being  ne- 
gatived by  a  majority  of  two  only,  a  new  pro- 
pofal   was   brought  forward   to    adjourn   the 
4tb  Ma       ^'onimitment  for  two  months,  when  ^\yi  fupport- 
ers  of  tlie  bill  (quitting  the  houfe,  the  queftion 
was  carried,  and  the  bill  loft.  ^ 
^thMarch.  .    A N  OTH  K R  attempt  to  acqiiirc  popularity  was 
Motion fof  made  by  Mr.  Ciilbert,  who  moved,  in  acom- 
piicca.        mittec  of  fupply,  to  impofe,  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  a  tax  of  one  fourth  part 
of  the  net  annual  income,  on  all  falaries,  fees> 
and  perquilites  of  office,  exceeding  two  hun- 
drcil  pounds  per  annum,  land  on  all  annuities, 
penfions,  ftipends,  or  other  yearly  gratuities  iflu' 
ing  out  of  the  exchequer,  or  any  branch  of  his 
majefty's  revenues.     This  propofition  was  car-* 
iied  in  the  committee/  butrejeded  on  bringing 
up  the  report.  " 
«<r  ApriL        A  c  o  M  M I T T  E E  of  the  houfc  of  commons  was 
Fiopofi-      fbrmed  to  revife  the  Iriih  trade  laws.     The  pro- 
(diVof      pofition  originated  with  lord  N  ugent,  but  was 
ircUnd.      ftrenuoufly  fuppoited  by  the  oppofition  mem^ 
l)ers,  particularly  Burke,  and  carried  without 
:ti.  diflent.     In  the  committee,  lord  Nusrent  ob» 

ferved,  that  from  a  feries  of  unfliaken  loyalty, 
his  countrymen,  the  Triih,  were  entitled  to 
every  encouragement  which  good  and  faithful 
fubjeds  could  deferve,  and  a  wife  and  grater 
ful  government  beftow;  oppreflive  laws  had 
hitherto  been  their  only  reward  :   he  did  not, 

k  The  (livlfion  on  the  firfl  motion  was  1x5  to  113  5  on  the  fecond 
^13  to  T09. 
*  *  100  tc  8i.         »  J47  to  14.1, 

however. 
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however,  mean  to  offer  -  complaints ;  if  he  chap* 
did,  his  generdus  countrymen  would  difavow  ^^J^" 
ihjem ;  they  faw  Great  Britain  in  diftrefs ;  «77»* 
their  refcntment  was  huflied ;  and  forgetful  of 
their  wrongs,  they  made  an  unfolicited  tender 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  From  a  view  of 
all  the  laws  which  bore  hard  on  Ireland,  he 
had  drawn  up  a  few  rcfolutiom,  which  he  hoped 
the  committee  would  adopt.  He  anticipated 
fome  oppofition  from  the  Weft  India  planters, 
hut  truftcd  the  houfe  would  not  be  influenced 
by  arguments  founded  on  felfi£bnefs.  He 
moved,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  might  be 
permitted  to  lend  on  board  Britifli  veflels,  navi- 
gated according  to  law,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  other  foreign  fettlements,  all  Irifli  manu- 
faftures,  wool  and  woollen  cloths  excepted. 
The  motion  was  flightly  objefted  to,  but  car- 
ried without  a  divifion. 

Resolutions  were  afterwards  adopteci  for 
importing  into  Ireland,  from  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
all  goods  except  indigo  and  tobacco  ;  for  per- 
mitting the  direct  exportation  from  Ireland  to 
all  places,  except  Great  Britain,  of  glafs  manu- 
feftured  in  that  kingdom;  permitting,  by  the 
abolition  of  a  duty  amounting  to  a  prohibition^ 
theimportation  of  cotton -yarn,  the  manufadture 
of  Ireland,  into  Great  Britain ;  and  allowing  the 
importation  of  Irilh  fail-cloth  and  cordage. 

During  the  Eafter  recefs^  a  foiinidFable  op-  Oppofi- 
pofition  was  formed  among  the  trading  cities  ^^^^  ^ 
and  towns,  againft  the  bills  founded  on  thefe 
refolutions.  The  hrlt  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  was  from  the  manu- 
facturers of  Somerfetlhire,  againft  the  bill  for 
permitting  the  importation  of  faiUcloth  from 
Ireland.  Burke,  who  throuijh  miftake  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  i#  the  bill,  obfcrvcd  he  ha4 

fince 
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fincc  difcovcrcd,  that  fueh  a  law  iras  already 
in  being*.  If  the  bill,  he  obferved,  was  to  be 
prodttftive  of  the  confequences  ftated  in  the 
petition,  it  was  extraordinary  the  petitioners 
forgot  to  complain  when  they  were  h.urt,  and 
fielt  fo  ftl-ongly  when  there  was  not  even  a 
poffibility  of  fuftaining  injury.  From  this  he 
inferred,  that  the  jealoufy  entertained  of  the 
other  bills  was  equally  ill  founded,  and  only 
originated  in  grofs  prejudice^  or  the  felfim 
views  of  individuals.  Petitions  in  unufual  num- 
bers alfo  fioM^ed  in  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  from  many  different  claffes  of  manu^ 
fafturcrs.  ■ 

Sir  Cecil  What,  declaring  it  the  duty  af 
every  independent  man  to  refift  the  bills,  be- 
caule  fan^ioned  by  lord  North,  endeavoured 
to  procure  the  rejeftioji  of  that  founded  on 
the  firft  refolution;  |)ut  wzs  fuccefsfully  op* 
pofed  by  Burke,  who  ably  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
throughout  the  proceeding^.  The  bills  before 
the  houfe,  he  laid,  reftored  only  what  the 
wifdom  of  the  Britiili  parliament  had,  on  a 
former  occafion,  granted  to  Ireland.  In  the 
twelfth  of  Charles  ll.  the  Britiib  navigatioqi 
bA  paifed,  extending  equally  to  Ireland.  A 
kind  of  left-handed  policy  had,  however,  de-^ 
prived  her  of  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  that 
a6^,  :and  ihe  had  ever  fince  remained  under  the 
moft  cmel,  oppreffive,  and  unnatural  reftii£tions^ 
Deprived  of  every  incentive  to  induftry,  and 
excluded  from  eveiy  paflage  to  wealth,  ihe  had 
inwardly  lamented,  but  never  complained,  of 
her  condition.  He  did  not  mean,  by  defcrib- 
ing  her  fituation,  to  engage  the  humanity  of 
the  houfe.     The  people  of  Ireland  would  not 

■  Thcfc  pptirions  were  fo  minierous,  that  a  mrreahftra^l  oftbeia 
Wciipits  14  ot^Ui^o  p:«£e&)  cloiVly  priuied,  on  a  very  fmall  type. 

accept^ 
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fcceptof  favours;  they  called  for  jufticc,  not  <;HAr. 
pity ;   they  requefted  Britain  to  be  wife,  not  ^^j^ 
generous ;  to  provide  ft*  her  own  good,  ititd     t^^ 
iccure  her  own  intereft,  fenfible  that  wiftlom 
^nd  prudence  would  diftate,  that  to  accoiliplifli 
Ihefe,  a  contrary  conduft  towards  them  was 
tieceflkry.     The  annual  TevCTiue  of  the  two 
kiit«ioms  had  been  exultmgly,  but  moft  in- 
^uftably,  drawn  into  comparifon,  to  prove  that 
ftelatrd  patd  no  proportion  of  tax.    The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  did*  not  conftitute  the  fpeci- 
fie  difference  in  the  article  of  taxation,  b«?t 
the  diftin^on  of  internal  opulence,  and  ex^ 
temal  advantage.     According  to  that  mle  of 
comparifon,  Ireland  was^taxed  in  a  quadruple 
proportion  more  than   England.      The  inter- 
nal wealth,'  and  external  advantage  of  tradt? 
and  commerce,  were  forty  times   greater  tu 
England  than  in  Ireland,  who  *,ras  taxed,  al- 
though deprived  of  the  means  of  payment  by 
reftriftions  on  trade.      "  Enlarge  her  ability 
"  to  pay,"  hfefaid,  and  in  proportion,  augment' 
her  taxes.     The  low  rate  of  labour  is  a  nugatory 
arg^iraent,  for  till  the  price  of  labour  is  equal, 
the  fuperiority  of  manufafturcwill  remain  ^ith 
England.     1  ne  price  of  labour  rifes  with  the 
growth  of  manufaftui^ ;    is  higheft  when  the  . 
manufafture  is  heft ;   and  where  the  price  of 
labour  is  moft  advanced,  the  manufacturer  is 
able  to  fell  his  commoditv  at  the  loweft  price. 
He  refilled  the  efFe6l  of  the  petitions,  on  con- 
sidering them  the  mere  offspring  of  conjefture. 
Ireland  could  not  vie  with  England  in  manu- 
fedurcs;  an  aft  permitting  the  free  exportation 
of  manufactured  iron,  had  not  been  profecuted ; 
the  only  article  imported  under  it  into  England 
was,  a  quantity  of  cork-fcrcws,  which,  thotifrh 

evidences 
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CHAP,   evidences  of  luxury,  afforded  but  a  feeble  proof 
xxxui.   ^f  excellence  of  manufafture.     Thejbill  for  free 
^jjg^     importation  of  woollen  yam  into  England,  bad 
been  oppoled  by  petitions  from  eveiy  part  of 
the  country  ;  yet  experience  compelled  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  its  beneficial  tendency.    It 
was  abfurd  to  think  that  a  participation  of  ma- 
Dufafture  would  be  detrimental;  the  woollen 
manufaflure  had  been  planted  in  diflierent  paits 
of  the  kingdom;  and  competition  had  not  de- 
preff'ed  but  promoted  the  trade.     He  lamented, 
that  in  one  inft^nce,  his  confcience  impelled  him 
to  oppofe  the  w  iflies,  though  not  the  intercfts, 
of  his   conftituents   at   Briltol;    if,    from   his 
conduft,  he  ihould  forfeit  their  fufliVagQs  at  an 
enfuing  elect  ion,  it  would  ftand  on  record,  an 
.  example  to  future  reprefcutativcs  of  the  com- 
mons of  England,  that  one  man  at  leafl  had 
.  dared  to  refill  the  defircs  of  his  ronftituentp, 
.wbeu  his   judgment  affured.  him  they  were 

.wrong.  ;  .        . 

jithMay.       The  houfe  divided  in  favour  of  the  bills  ;• 

^^  3f^    the  petitioners  were  afterwards  heard  by  coun- 

lorded.       fel,  and  notwithftanding  the  general  difpofition 

of  parliament,  and  the  concurrence  of  both 

.  fides,  in  not  confidering  it  as  a  party  queftion, 

the  clamour  of  the  interefled  bore  down  the 

fenfe  of  the  legiflature;  a  fort  of  compromife 

was  efFeded  ;  moft  of  the  advantages  intended 

for   Ireland  were  abandoned  ;    fome  enlarge- 

.  ment  was  afforded  to  the  linen  trade,  and  fome 

openings  allowed  in  the  Wefl  India  and  African 

.  commerce ;  but  the  whole  tranfaftion  \vas  con- 

fidercd  rather  as  an  earneft  of  future  conceffion, 

.  than  as  a  meafure  of  prefent  fatisfaftion. 

iftMsjr.  ^      DuRiKG  the  feflion,  a  dutiful  and  modefl 

Adilreis  of 
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flddrefs  was  prefented  to  the  king,  %Tied  by  chap; 
nine  Roman  Catholic  peers ;  lord  Surry,  lieir  to  '^^^JJiJf* 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  a  hundred  and  iixty-  ^^7^ 
three  other  commoners,  affuring  him  of  their . 
refpeftful  attachment  to  his  perfon,  and  tlie 
civil  conftitution  of  the  country,  which  hav-  '  "* 
injf  been  perpetuated  through  all  changes  of 
religious  opinions  and  eftablilhnients,  was 
at  length  perfefted  by  that  rev^olation  M'hich. 
placed  his  majefty's  illufmous  houfc  on  tlie 
throne,  and  infeparably  unrited  his  title  to  the 
croNvii,  with  the  laws  hnd  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. Their  excluiion  from  the  benefits  of  that 
conftitution,  did  not  diminiih  their  reverence 
for  it;  they  fubmittcd  with  patience  to  furh 
reftriftions  and  difcouracrcmcnts  as  the  ksrif- 
lature  thought  exi>edient  ;  they  tliankfully 
.received  fuch  relaxations  of  riorouF  as  the  mild- 
aefe  of  an  enlightened  age,  and  thebenionity 
of  his  majefty's  govcrnriient,  had  gradually 
produced;  and fubmiffively  waited,  Mitlioutpre- 
iuming  to  fugged  cither  iiiije  or  mcafure,  for 
fuch  further  indulgence  as  Ihofc  happy  caufes 
muft,  in  their  own  fcaibn,  cifc6t.  Their  diflent 
from  the  eftablifliment  Mas  purely  confcienti- 
ous;  they  held  no  opinions  adverle  to  govern- 
ment, or  repugnant  to  the  duties  of  good 
citizens.  For  confirmation  of  this  affertion, 
they  referred  to  their  irreproachable  condu<St 
during  many  years,  and  ftill  profelfed  an  un- 
alterable attachment  to  the  caufe  and  welfare 
of  the  country,  and  an  utter  deteftation  of  the 
defigns  and  views  of  any  foreign  power,  againft 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  fafety  and  tran- 
<}uillity  of  the  fubjed.  The  delicacy  of  their 
fituation  precluded  them  from  indicating  any 
particular  tnodc  in  which  they  might  tcfrity 
their  zeal :  .but  thev  would  ever  be  reudv  to 
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CHAP,  give  icidfi  proofs  of  ficIeKty,  and  puiTty  of  ip* 
2^^*  tention^  as  his  majefty's  wifdom,  and  the  fenfe 

B?7t.     of  the  nation,  fhould  deem  expeidietnt. 
MtkMatj.      This  fenfifole  addrefs  probahly  conciliated 
BiUfor      adniiniftration  towards  a  motion  made  by  Sir 
*  George  SavUe,  to  repeal  certain  penalties  and 
difabilities  creaifced  by  an  aS  of  the  tenth  and 
eleventh  of  William  III.  for  .preve«ting  the  fiw- 
ther  groMth  of  popery.  '  He  ad-^'^rt^  to  tbt 
peaceable  and  ioyal  behaviour  of  that  Ie6t  un- 
der a  government  which,  thoagh  not  fevere  in 
cnfbrcrng,  vet  fuffered  fuch  intolerable  penal- 
ties and  mfqualifi  cations,   to  remain   on  the 
ftatwtes.      He  drew  favourable  in^^Fences  to 
their  late  loyal  addrefs,  and  propofed  a  teft,  by 
which  they  ihould  bind  themfelves  to  fupport 
the  civil  government,  by  law  eftabliflied.     The 
motion,  feconded  by  Dunning,  and  fupported 
by  ITiurlow  and  lord  Beauchamp,  was  unani- 
mouily  voted. 
<^ppo^*»»      The  bill  paffed  rapidly  through  the  com- 
ing J**  *^    mans,  and  was  but  flightly   oji^Dofed  in  the 
»5du         upper   houfe.      The  biihop  of  Peterborough, 
«loftor  HinchclifF,  avowed  becoming  fanitiments 
of  liberality,  but  could  not  conceal  from  his 
own  mind  the.  genius  of  poperj-,  lb  a*«i  to  con- 
sider its  religious  principles  altogether  diftincl 
.  from  that  political  fuperftrudlure  which  had 
been  raifed  on  them ;    and  to  the  fupport  cf 
which,  ihould  occalion  offer,  they  might  hq 
itill  made'too  fublervient.     The  Isivrs  for  pro- 
tecH'on  of  church  and  ftate  fhould  not  be  aUeved 
without  due  deliberation;  accordingto  theex- 
ifting  regulations,  a  younger  fon  might,  by  pro- 
fefling  himfdf  a  proteftant,  deprive  his  eider 
brother  of  the  eltate  :  but  Ihould  this  hill  pafs, 
an  eftate  miQ:ht  be  lo  limited,  as  to  defceud 
only  lo  a  catholic ;  and  ;a  proteftant  elder  bro* 
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tber  be  incapacitated  by  the  limitatiota/    Pmvi-  ^LS^,f' 
lion  was  made  by  the  aa  of  William  for  the  niain--  u-v-— ^* 
tenance  and  education  of  a  Proteftant  child,       i7>8» 
during  his  father's  life-time,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  lord  chancellor  :  but  though  the  prefent  a6t 
did  not  alter  that  regulation,  no  ca^re  was  taken 
of  fucli  cliild  ;  after  the  death  pf  his  father^  he 
might  then  belcft'deftitute  becaufe  he  was  not 
a  Roman  Catholic. 

The  marquis  of' Rockingham  contended  that 
the  bill  gave  to  tlie  Catholics  no  greater  advan- 
tages than  were  polfeifed  by  all  otlK-r  deferip- 
tions  of  men,  and  reprobated  the  illiberal  po- 
licy of  maintaining  laws  which  ftibjiedted  them 
to  injuries  and  opprefiions.  Lovd  ShelburnQ 
faid,  when  the  penal  cljiufes  were  propofed  in 
parliament,  nobody  approved,  although  no  one 
had  thefpirit  to  oppofe  them,  and  in  proof  that 
they  were  not  fo  obfolete  as  was  fuppofcd,  cited 
the  cafe  of  Molony ;  he  was  apprehended  and 
brought  to  trial  by  theloweftand  moft  defpi- 
cable  of  mankind,  a  common  informing  con- 
ftable  of  the  cityiof  London,  conyifted  of  be- 
ing a  popifli  prieft,  and  the  court  was  reluc- 
tantly obliged  (fliocking  as  the  idea  was)  to  con- 
demn him  to  perpetuah  imprifonment.  The 
privy  council  ufed  every  effort  to  give  a  legal 
difcharge  to  the  prifoner,  but  the  laws  would 
not  allow  it,  nor  dared  the  king  himfelf  grant  a 
pardon.  Lord  Shelburne,  however,  with  his 
colleagues  in  office,  were  fo  perfectly  perfuaded 
of  the  impolicy  and  inhumanity  of  the  law, 
that  they  ventured  to  reftore  him.  to  liberty. 
The  hill  pafifed  witliout  further  impediment.        paflcd. 

In  the  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  19th  Mar. 
Tox,  guided   by  the  papers  which  had  been  Fo^'s  mo- 
communicated  to  the  houfe,  moved  two  propo-  tlveto^e" 
fitions  for  cenfurmg  lord  George  Germaine,  nc^ai  Bur- 
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on  the  fiibjc6l  of  Burgoyne's  difafter.  He  ex- 
pected to  be  anfwered  that  the  plan  of  the  ex-' 
pedition  M'as  thegencrars,  but  the  papers  proved 
the  contrary  ;  his  plan  was  departed  from,  and 
altered  invariably  for  the  woiie.  The  only  mo- 
tive for  leaving  Canada  was  to  force  his  way 
to»  Albany,  and*  join  Howe,  but  orders  were 
gi^en  to  one  party  only.  The  firft  propofition 
was  rejeftcd  on  a  divifion,  **  and  Fox  indignant-* 
ly  tearing  the  other  paper,  declared  he  would 
make  no  more  motions^  On  the  fuggeftion  of 
Wedderburnc,  it  was  voted  that  tlie  failure  of 
the  expedition  from  Canada  was  not  caufed  by 
4nv  neglect  in  the  fecretary  of  ftate;  but  the 
refolution  was  not  reported  to  the  houfe^ 

Genkral  B^rgoyne,  by  favour  of  con- 
OTcfs,  M^as  permitted  to  return  to  England  on 
his  parole  r  a  court  of  inquiry,  compofed  of 
general  officers,  pronounced  their  authority 
incompetent  to  an  adjudication  of  his  cafe, 
while  a  prifoner  on  parole  under  the  convention.. 
He  demanded  an  audience  of  the  king,  but  '^'as 
fefufed  on  the  ground  of  an  eftabliflied  eti- 
quette, which  forbids  the  appearance  at  court 
of  perfons  under  his  circumftances.^  He  enjoy- 
ed, however,  before  the  termiimtion  of  the  fef-* 
fioii,  a  partial  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
condu<5l,  in  coniequcnce  of  amotion  by  Mr. 
Vyner,  feconded  by  Wilkes,  and  amended  by 
Fox,  for  a  committee  to  confidcr  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  northern  army,  the  convention  at 
Saratogii,  and  the  means  by  which  the  general 
obtained  hi-s  releale.  Burgoyne  declared  his 
intention  to  have  moved  for  papers  of  great 
importance,  but,  for  the  prefcnt,  contented  him- 
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felf  with  fupporting  the  amend  merit,  f  le  j  u{^  chap. 
tifled  his  mode  of  employing  the  Indians,  ^^^^ 
though  he  avowed  that  he  thought  their  fer*  »77«* 
vices  over  valued ;  fomctinie^  iniignificant^ 
oflen  barbaroas,  always  capricious ;  and  the 
cmployiricnt  of  them  only  juftifiablc,  when,  by 
being,  united  to  a  regular  army,  they  could  be 
kept  under  controul,  and  iriade  fuhfervient  to 
a  general  l^ftem.  He  wilhed  on  this  head  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  evideriee  of  M.  St  Luc  de 
Come,  who  had  commanded,  and  wa.^  well 
acquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  Indians ; 
he  deilied  all  the  ravages  imputed  to  his  army, 
aflerting  that  not  more  than  one  accident  by 
fire  happen^  during  their  progrefs;  After 
defcribing,  Ssf  accurately  as  he  couldj  the  con- 
dition df  the  furreiidered  force,  the  general  ad* 
terted  to  his  own  fitudition :  an  inquhy,-  he 
&id>  had  been  commenced  in  his  abfence  ;  pa- 
pers fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  imperff 61  in  fome 
iefoe&Sy  redundant  in  ethers,  particcQarly  in  the 
ditcloiure  of  a  confidential  letter,  the  ofi^pring 
rf  a  warm  and  iinfufpicious  heart,  which  be 
had  written  to  the  iccretary  of  ftate,  and  of 
which  advantage  had  beten  taken  to  infinuate 
that  he  iblieited  emploji  He  defended  his 
progreis  fai  the  campaign,  itefutine  feveral  ca« 
hunnious  fabricittions  ;  fuch  as,  that  genetalt 
Philips  aitd  Frazer  were  aveffe  to  the  paiTatte 
of  Hudfon's  river,  and  that  his  army  wai  en- 
eumbered  with  ait  enormous  and  unn^ceffary 
lkui&  of  artillery  and  ba&gage*  The  twd  ge* 
aerais  were  the  eyes  and  r^nds  with  which  he 
concluded  all  military  operations  i  dbleadviferSi 
faithfiil  friends,  they  felt  for  his  difficulties^  but 
never  uttered  a  fy liable  implying  preference  of 
to  alternative*  His  cpmmiinications  with  ge- 
neral Frazei'  were  thofe  of  unreftrained  friend-' 
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CHAt>.  firip;  affeflron  and  good  wifhes '  to:  his  com 
^^^^^-  manding  officer  conipofcd  the  laft  fentencehe 
i/7«/     uttered.     No  more  artillery  accompanied  the 
army  than  the  field  train  deftined  for  the  expe- 
dition, '^  hen  •  Sir  Guy   C-arleton  expeSed  to 
have  condu61-ed  it,  and  all  taggaeje  of  btilk,  to 
the  abridgement  of- many  material  comforts, 
were  cheeifullv  left  behind  by  the  offix^rs ;  fome 
of  them  had  not  bed.s  ;  many   lay' in  foldiers 
tents;  and  none  had  move  than  the  common 
neceflaries  for  a6Hve  ferrice.     He  complained 
bitterly  of  his  reception  on  his  return;  and 
averting  all  blame  from  his  anny,  avowed  trim- 
frlf  the  only  C4"iminal,  if  there  was  really  any 
crime,  and  folicited  an  inquiry,  "  puWiwg  all 
the  interefts  that  hang  moft  eniphaticaJly  by 
tlie  heart-ftiingsof  mftn,  bis  fortune?,  his  ho- 
nour, his  head,  almoft  his  falvation,  on  the  teft." 
-  THEanfwerto  thefe 'remarks  by  loi^l  George 
Gennaine  ipra^  flit)rt:  afi  exj^tahationiiraia  ^re- 
quired  on  wree  pai.ficuUrsf,  Av'hich  he  wouM^f- 
f^rd;  as  to  the  coH'fideritiai  letter,  it  trasttCci- 
dehtally- put  Wmotig.  the 'official  papers,  *od  by 
that  mean*  fen t  by  ^be  clerks  amtwigo^liers, 
forwhi<^h  heexprelifeAhis  cdntefri.    M onf.  iSt. 
lAiC  liad  introdacedhimfelf  to  thefecretary-oC 
ftSft^-as  a  man:tvh0had  perfomted 'gtt eat  fervicesi 
2lt  th^f  heaii  of  the  ikvagds  ^ :  aii*d'ii>  ccftiverfatidft* 
aflferted,  tliat  BuTgoyne  was-2i"*finfe  Wfecer  ^nth^ 
re^titars,  but  did. not  fcihii  to  lik^  lA\e  favages,  ■ 
iiordidhetake  the  [«^)cr' fteps  to  retain  their 
good'^itl :  he  ^vas  U7t  byiwt  hmwie^  mah  lourd 
conime  un  Alhmand.  Tlie  refufel  of  accefs  to>tbe 
f(*vei>eign,-ibill  his  condti^  hadaandergJefrie  a^mi- 
litairy  inquiry,^  as  juftified  by  preeedeilt,  ^  Hi& 
lordlhip  concluded,  that  as  military  .men  were, 
thenM)ft  pToperjudge^j  4ie<dlfl  notfee4hepro- 
•  priety  df  .paiiiain6ntary>  flfitrffereftce;  >  * . . :  •  .    * 
•.    •       4  ■  ^       ,  The 
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The  amendment,  and  the  original  motion,  chap. 

were  both  rejefted  on  a  divifion/     Thisfubjedl  ^^^i^. 
was  entered  into  more  at  lengtl},  frelji  papers     i77«. 
communicated,  and  evidence  exg^mined  in  the 
aextfeffion.  ^ 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Temple  Aiterca-  ! 
Lottrd  made  infulting  allufions  to  the  court  tion  be- 
martiaion  lord  George  Germaine,  and  his  fub-  ^"pf*'^* 
fequent  difgrace  by  George  II.   Why  Uiould  he  and  bid 
beparfially  acquitted  to  the  prejudice  of  a  gal*  ^^^s^. 
lant  officer,  whofe  only  crime  had  avowedly 
been  that  he  was  too  zealous,  too  brave,  too  en- 
terprizing,   too  anxious  for  the  good   of  his 
country,  had  ftriftly  ol>eyed  his  orders,  and  per- 
formed all  that  firitiih  valour  could  eiFe6t  in 
executing  the  minifter's  plan.     Had  he,  on  the 
contrary,  receded  from  his  colours,  difobeyed 
the  commands  of  his  fuperiors,  and  hid  himfelf 
from  danger,  fuch  conduft  would  have  given 
him  pretenfions   to  the  patronage  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafurv,  and  the  honours  andemo- 
luments  of  the  American  fecrctary. 

Loud  Georgk Germaine  replied  he  never 
vas  perfonal  in  the  houfe,  nor  ever  by  his  con- 
<Iuft  nici'ited  fiich  an  attack ;  he  defpifed  the 
honourable  member,  but  would  level  himfelf 
with  his  wretched  charatter  and  malice ;  old  as 
he  was,  he  would  meet  thiit  fighting  gentleman, 
and  be  revensced.  The  houfc  called  to  order :  the 
fpeaker  reprimanded  both  members,  and  infiftcd 
on  their  prom ifc  that  the  aflair  fhould  be  no 
further  profecuted  ;  lord  George  Germaine 
apologized  for  his  warmth,  and  Mr.  Luttrd, 
after  attempting  to  efcape  from  the  houfe,  and 
ftanding  in  contumacy  till  he  had  nearly  been 
taken  into  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms, 
acknovr'lcdsred  his  error,  and  faid  he  meant  his 
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CHAP,  refleflions  as  public  matter,  not  as  privateabuih 
afxxilj.  or  enmity. 

i77«.         The  committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation,- 
rtb  April,  clofed  in  the  hovife  of  lords  with  a  motion  by 
rfRich-*   *^^  duke  of  Richmond  foi  an  addrefs,  recapir 
inond's      tulatiwg  the  expences,  mifconduft,  and  loffes  of 
whMniJS^^  the  war,  and  befeeching  the  king  to  withdraw 
ing  the  *  his  torces  from  America,  and  difmifs  the  mi- 
J^P^       niftry.   Lord  Weymouth  oppofed  it,  obferving, 
jica,       *  that  all  the  circumftances  uated.  as  fads  had 
been  already  rejected  by  the  committee.     Our 
fituation  Mith  refpeft  to  France  ihould  prevent 
the  houfefrom  adopting  a  propofition  which  in- 
dicated the  country  to  be  in  a  defencelcfs  ftate  ; 
and  to  requeft  the  king  to  withdraw  his  armies 
was  an  fmproper  intef ference  with  his  juft  prer 
rogative.     The  fame  prerogative  extended  to 
the  appointment  or  removal  of  minifters  ;  if 
guilty  of  mifconduft  they  \vere  open  to  public 
inquiry  :  and  if  convifted  on  competent  proof, 
objefls  of  parliamentary  complaint,  and  of  parr 
liamentary  prayer  for  removal.     It  had  been 
aiked,  didminilters  confider  their  places  as  their 
freeholds  ?  Did  thcv  hold  them  as  a  matter  of 
right  ?  Did  they  deem  their  difmiflion  from 
employment  a  punifhment  r  certainly  no.    The 
king,  who  honoured  them  with  his  commands, 
could,  M'henever  he  pleafed,  difpenfe  with  their 
fcrvices ;  and   when  his  majelly  thought  that 
proper,  no  member  of  adminiUration  would 
confider  himfelf  puniflied. 
Appwr-         On  this  day,  the  earl  of  Chatham,  ftruggUng 
nnceof      for  a  momentary  viAory  over  difeaf^,    made 
Mw.^^***  his  appearance  in  the  houfe  of  lords.     The  im- 
portance of  the  crifis,  the  character  of  the  great 
ftatefman,   and  the  expe6tation  of  important 
counfel,  rendered  his  prefence  peculiarly  intQ- 
l-efiing  ;  while  \\\^  lapgonr  of  illiiefs,  foftenino:, 
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dthough  it  could  not  extinguifh  the  fire  of  his   chap. 
eyCy  and  diminifliing  the  elation,  although  it    xxxin. 
could  not  abate  the  dignity  of  his  mien,  gave     i77«. 
force  to  every  feeling  of  p^rfonal  affection,  and 
iupprefled  every  fentiment  of  petulant  or  acri- 
monious oppodtion,   which  a  long  courfe  of 
parliamentary   conteft  had  excited.      When, 
m  the  garb  of  ficknefs,    he  was  led  into  the 
houfe  between  his  fon  and  fon-in-law,  the  peers 
of  all  parties  paid  a  voluntary  tribute  of  re^ 
ipeft,  by  ftanding  while  he  palled  to  his  proper 
feat.     M'hcn  he  flowly  and  painfully  arofe  to 
deliver  his  fentiments,  mute  and  reverential 
attention  prevailed. 

He  began  by  lamenting  that  bodily  infirmity  Hiifprech* 
had  fo  long,  and  efpecially  at  fo  important  a 
criiis,  prevented  his  attendance  on  the  duties 
ef  parliament.  He  had  made  an  eftbrt  almoft 
beyond  the  powers  of  his  conftitution.to  come 
to  the  houfe,  perhaps  the  laft  time  he  fhould 
ever  be  able  to  enter  its  walls,  to  expreli  his  in- 
dignation at  an  idea,  he  underfloo<l  w^  gone 
forth,  of  yielding  up  the  fovereignty  of  Ame- 
rica !  "  1  rejoicie/'  he  continued,  "  that  the 
grave  has  not  clo&d  on  me :  that  I  am  Aiil 
^live  to  lift  up  my  voice  againft  the  difmember- 
ment  of  this  ancient  and  molt  noble  monarchy ! 
PreiTed  down,  as  I  am,  bythehaiid  of  ^nfirmity, 
I  am  little  able  to  aflill  my  countiy  in  this  moft 
perilous  conjunfture ;  but,  while  I  have  fenle 
and  memory,  I  will  never  i:onfent  to  deprive  the 
royal  ofFsuring  of  th(?  houfe  of  Brunfwick,  the 
heirs  of  the  princefs  Sophia,  of  their  fairelt  in- 
heritance. Where  is  the  man  who  will  dare  to  ^ 
advife  fuch  a  meafure  ?  My  lords,  his  majefiy  * 
fucceeded  to  an  empire  as  great  in  extent  as  its 
reputation  w^as  unfullied.  Shall  we  tarniHi  the 
luitre  Qf  tl^is  nation  by  an  ignoioinious  furren- 
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CHAP,  der  of  its  rights  and  faireft  pofleffions?  Shall 
xxni.   ^j^jg  great  king^dom,    that  has  lurvived  whole 


'778.     and  entire  the  banifli  depredations,  the  Scottiih 
inroads,  and  the  Norman  conqueft ;  that  has 
ftood  the  threatened  invafion  of  the  Spanilh  ar- 
mada,  now  fall  proftrate  before  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  ?    Surely,    this  nation    is  no   longer 
what  it    was !  Shall  a  people,  feventeen  years 
ago  the  terror  of  the  world,  now  ftoop  fo  low  as 
to  tell  its  ancient  inveterate  enemy — take  dl 
w-e  have,  only  give  us  peace  ?  It  is  impolTible ! 
I  wage  war  with  no  man,  or  fet  of  men.  I  wi(h 
for  none  of  their  employments  ;  nor  would  I 
co-operate  with   men   who  fiill  perfift  in  unre- 
trafted  error ;  or  who,  inftead  of  afting  on  a 
firm,  decifive  line  of  conduct,  halt  between  two 
opinions,  where  there  is  no  middle  path.     In 
God's  name^  if  it  is  abfolutely  neceifary  to  de- 
clare either  for  peace  or  war,  and  if  peace  can- 
not be  preferved  with  honour,  M-hy  is  not  war 
comn^enccd  without  hefitation  ?  I  am  not,  I 
confefs,  well  informed  of  the  refources  of  this 
kingdom ;  but  I  tru^t  it  has  ftill  fufficient  to 
maintain  its  juft  rights,  though  I  know  them 
not.     But  any  ftate  is  better  than  defpair.     Let 
us  at  leaft  make  oneefFort ;  and  if  we  mull  fall, 
•    Ictus  fall  like  men!  " 
Theduk^        The  duke  of  Richmond,  after  replying  to  the 
of  Rich-     arguments  of  lord  Wevmouth,  directed  his  at- 
wpiy?       tention  to  thofe  of  lord  Chathaan,  for  whofe 
perfon  and  opinions  he  profeiTed  the  higheft  ve- 
neration and  refpeiSt;  no  one  had  a  more  grate- 
ful memory  of  the  fervices  which  he  had  ren- 
dered to  the  country,  raifing  its  glory;  reputa- 
tion, and  fucceffes,  to  an  height  never  before 
experienced  by  any  nation.     But  the  name  of 
Chatham  could  not  perform  impoflibilities,  or 
reftore  the  couiitry.tothe  ftate  in  Avhichit  ftood 

>.  when 
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vlien  he  was  called  to  dire6l  its  ccHwifels.    Otir   c  h  a-p. 
finances  were  tbennwft  flourillikjg,   relultiiig*  ^^^^* 
from  the  abilities  and  indefatigable  2eal  of  that      177^- 
great  man  and  able  financier,  Air.  Telhani;  our 
fleet  was  in  a  refpeftable  condition,  and  under 
the  direS^ion  of  a  moft  able  naval  officer,  lord 
Anfon.     The  influence  of  the  crown  had  not 
readied  its  prefent  alarming    and  dangerous 
height.     We  had,  for  the  moft  part  of  the  war, 
France   alone    to    contend  willi;   and    when 
Spain  commenced   hoftilities,    iMance  w<is  re- 
duced to  the  loweft  ebb  :  her  navy  almoll  an- 
nihilated;  and  her  principal  colonies  in    the 
new  world  wrefted    from  her.     America  then 
fought  for  us ;  in  the  prefent  exigency,  inftead  ' 

of  Great  Britain  and  America  againft  France 
and  Spain  ;  France,  Spain,  and  America,  would 
be  united  againft  Great  Britain.  As  lord  Chat- 
ham had  not  only  omitted  to  point  out  the 
means  of  faftaining  fo  unequal  a  contelt,  but 
had  acknowledged  he  knew  them  not,  the  duke 
adhered  to  his  former  opinion.  No  perfon 
more  fmcerely  wiilied  the  peipetuation  of  Ame- 
rican dependance  ;  but  being  convinced  of 
its  total  impra6ticability,  he  was  anxious  to  re- 
tain the  colonifts  as  allies,  becaufe  if  they  are 
not  on  terms  of  friendlliip  with  Great  Britain, 
they  muft  throw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
France;  and  if  war  was  commenced  on  account 
of  the  late  treaty,  they  wouUl  conlider  them- 
felves bound  in  honour  to  aflift  their  all  v.  The 
Doble  earl,  as  a  reafon  for  war,  had  mentioned 
the  inherenl  rights  of  the  heir  apparent  and  his  ' 
brother  :  to  recover  tliofe  poUeiiions  by  force, 
was  now  totally  impracticable,  buthe  would  join 
in  calling  to  a  fevere  account,  thofe  who  had 
caufed  the  lofs  of  their  inheritance.  The  pro- 
vocation given  by  F«ince,  on  account  of  her 

conduct 
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CHAP,  conduft  refpeding  America,  did  not  coiflpcl 
xxxiTK  the  adoption  of  refentful  meafures ;  queen  Eli- 
^TT%^  zabeth  openly  abetted  the  revolt  of  the  Spaniih 
Netherlands,  and  aflifted  the  infurgents  for  a 
ferics  of  years  with  men  and  money  ;  Philip 
the  fecond,  far  from  refenting,  fcarcely  feemed 
to  notice  the  circumftance.  He  was  already 
fiifficiently  embaraffcd  ;  and  did  not  confider 
himfelf  bound,  either  in  honour  or  policy,  to 
create  more  enemies  than  he  was  able  to  con- 
tend with ;  yet  Philip  was,  at  that  time,  tjie 
mod  powerful  prince  in  Europe. 

j,ord  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  fpeech,  lord  Chatham, 

Chatham's  animated  with  difdain,  and  eager  to  reply,  rofe 

fuddcniU-j  fiQYCi  his  feat;  but  the  effort  was  too  mighty 

for  his  enfeebled  frame,  and   after  repeated 

attempts  to  retain  his  pofition,  he  funk  in  a 

fwoon.     The  houfe  became  a  fcene  of  alarm 

and  agitation,  and  the  debate  was  clofed. 

Death  of        ALTHOUGH  he  foou  rccovcred  from  the  fit, 

lord  Chat-  and  the  public  entertained  fanguine  hopes  of 

^*™'         the  rereftablifliment  of  his  health,   this  ftroke 

was  the  forerunner  of  death.     He  languilhed  a 

few  weeks  at  Hayes,  where  he  was  conveyed  by 

his  own  defire,   and  expired  in  the  feyentieth 

iiih  May.  year  of  his  age. 

Honours         As  foon  as  the  event  was  known,  colonel 
paid  to  his  JJarre  moved  for  an  addrefs,  requefting  that  the 

J|Jg'^°7fc^^  r^'^^^"*  ^f  ^^*^s  ^^^  ftatefman  ihould  be 

of  com-  intened  at  the  public  CKpence  in  Weftminfter 
jnons.  Abbey.  Mr.  T.  Town/liend  fcconded  the  mo- 
tion, with  a  pathetic  eulogy  on  the  extraor- 
dinary merits  of  its  objeft.  Mr.  Rig'by  thought 
a  monument  to  his  memory  would  be  a  more 
eligible,  as  well  as  a  more  lafting  teftimony  of 
the  public  gratitude,  than  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  funeral.  Dunning  combined 
jioth  the  propofitiojis^  hw  adding  Rigby's  fugr 

gcftion 
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^ftlonto  colonel  Barr6's  motion,  as  an  amend-  gh  ab. 

pent;  and  the  refolution  was  carried,  after  a  ^2^^- 
few  approving  words  from  lord  North,  who      >778. 
entered  the  houfe  at  a  late  period  of  the  debate. 

The  king  readily  agreed  to  the  addreflesj  13th 

and  many  members  pronounced  emphatical  -^"""'^ 

^  ^T.j'^rj  TJTi-       annexed  tq 

encomiums  on  the  deceafed  peer.     Lord  John  i^is  title. 
Carendifti  hoped  the  firft  vote  would  not  be 
the  limit  of  public  gratitude.     As  that  invalu- 
able man  had,  whilft  in  the  nation's  lervice, 
neglefted  his  own  interells;  and  though  he  had 
the  gfeateft  opportunity  of  enriching  himfelf, 
had  not  accumulated  opulence  for  his  family, 
he  hoped  ample  provifion  would  be  made  for 
the  defcendants  of  fo  honeft  and  able  a  minifter. 
Tliis  fuggeftion  was  cordially  adopted,  and  g, 
bill  palled,  in  confequence  of  a  meflage  from  *xftMay 
the  king,  for  annexing  four  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Chatham,  while  it 
continued  in  the  heirs  of  the  deceafed  ftatefman. 
The  munificence  of  parliament  was  completed,  qis  debts 
by  a  vote  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  for  pay-r  paij.^ 
ment  of  his  debts.  men?. 

Lord  Shelburxe  moved,  that  thehoufeof  13th 
peers  fliould  attend  the  funeral ;  but  the  motion  ?'**'^^T 
was  over- ruled  by  the  majority  of  a  fmgle  vote.'  ho?fe%f 
The  annuity  bill,  which  paffed  fo  harmonioufly  lords. 
through  the  houfe  of  commons,  occafioned  a 
violent  debate  in  the  |ords.      The  duke  of  »djunc. 
Chandos  oppofed  the  grant  as  ai>  unwarrantable  The  an- 
profufion  of  the  public  money,   in  times  of  "pp^^^^^ 
urgent  diftrefs,  and  as  a  dangerous  precedent ; 
giants  in  perpetuity.  Mere  taxes  in  perpetuity ;        * 
and  ought  to  be  cautioufly  Ratified  by  parlia- 
ment    The  precedent  might  hp  extended  to 
fandion  applications  of  a  fimilar  nature,  aqd 

f  Contents  16,  proxies  3.    Non-contents  i<>,  proxies  4.. 
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C,HAP.  proper  objefts  would  not  be  wanting;    lord 

xxxni.   Haw'ke,  lord  Amherft,  arid  prince  Ferdinand  of 

iyyj,      Brunfwick,  were  cited  as  inilances  where  the 

national   bounty  would    be   unexceptionably. 

applied. 

In  anfwer,  the  peculiar  merits  of  lord  Chat- 
ham were  urged;  and  a  farcaftic  application 
was  made  to  the  pofleflbrs  of  finecure  places 
without  merit,  to  deduft  from  their  emolu- 
ments the  provifion  propofed  for  the  family  of 
fo  illuflrious  an  ornament  to  the  Britifli  name. 
In  confcquence  of  fome  obfervations  by  the 
lord  chancellor,  the  whole  political  conda6l  of 
the  deceafed  earl  came  under  review,  and  was 
by  fome  ftrenuoufly  cenfdred,  as  the  fource  of 
all  the  fubfequent  difailers  of  the  country;  by 
fome  partially  defended,  as  founded  on  in- 
tep'ity,  profecuted  with  vigour,  butoccafionally 
deficient  in  confiftency  and  wifdom ;  by  others 
it  was  extolled  in  all  its  parts,  as  the  prodigious 
.effort  of  a  fuperior  genius,  who  had  forced  his 
way  at  a  critical  emergency,  raifed  the  fpirits 
of  a  dcfponding  nation,  given  energy  to  vacil- 
lating counfels,  and  raifed  the  country  to  un- 
rivalled glory.  The  fuppofed  errors  in  his 
condud,  were  afcribcd  to  the  rancour  of  party, 
and  to  that  unextinguilhable  fpirit  of  envy' 
which  ought  to  have  died  with  its  objecit.'  The 
Proteft.  bill  paffcd.  **  A  ihort  proteft  is  on  the  journals, 
•  ligned  by  four  j)eers.'' 

The  pofthumous  compliments  to  lord  Chat- 
ham were  not  confined  to  the  houfcs  of  parlia- 


Hoaours 

paid  hiiii 


t  The  principal  fpeakers  in  this  debate  were  iht  lord  chancellory 
the  dukes  of  Richmond  and  Chandos,  earls  of  Abingdon,  Radncij 
Shelburne,  and  Camden,  lords  Lytllcton  and  Kavenrwcith. 

V  42    to    II. 

»  The  lord  chancellor  (Baihurft)  the  duke  of  Chapdos,  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Yoik  (Maikhatii)  and  lord  Faget.    - 

mcnt, 
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ment,  which  he  had  adorned,   inftrufled,  and  chaf. 
(Ii^t>ified  by  his  eloquence;  the  common  council  ^^^^^^' 
of  London  petitioned  the  houfe  of  commons,      177*. 
and  the  throne,  for  the  honour  of  receivitip;  his  coiTrldlrf 
remains,  and  interring  them  intlie  cathedral  of  London. 
St.  PanTs,  thus  re?idering  the  noblcft  edifice  in  20th  and 
the  Britiih  domlnioi^,  the  depofitory  df  one  ^^'^^y^ 
amongft  the    nobleft  fubjciSis  of  the  empire.  '     .%   - 
Thefe  j>etit4ens  were  unfrtcceft^fufl ;  ordeirs Imving  25^ May. 
alrca<ly  been  given  for  tljfe  interment  in  Weft-       '       ^ 
minfier  Abbey.    They '^tfo ''^petition td  fof  no- "  /» 

tice  to  attend  -his  -ftVne^al  jn  tlieir  go^fts;    bi*t'  6th  Jnnc. 
taking  offiince  atfOi^ie'pohrt  of  eondu^  in-  the         '' 
lord  ehainb^flaim  refeindcd  the  refoltttion,  but 


motion 


pairtlM' rh^tthbT:  kww'wa^  u^tei- 
great  folemtitj^i^houj^  but  \th>aly  attended*  ^ 

The  dell^^fe,    ^nt"e^^Hiptcd  <)y '^he  iHnqfs  of  «tii. 
lord  ChathariVV  M^as  reffimed*  the  enfuing  day.  ^ebatcre^ 
The  conteftwas  maintained  bl'tween  tu'o  cliiefs  jhJ"51iji^ 
of  the  leadins>-  parties  inoppblitibn;  the  earl  of*  Rich- 
Shelburne,   and  the  dukie  of  llicbmond.    TIk?  H?^?^!' 
earl,  cordially  adopting  the  priuciplesrof^lord 
Chatham,     that  the  moment    Great    Britain 
acknowledged  the  fovereignty  or  indepe'ddency 
of  America,  her  fun  was  fet,  and  that  a  *war 
^nth  France  was  unavoidable,    oenfui>ed<  the 
aliments    tending*  to  Inspire    defpohdeifcy. 
H^fpoke  with  confidence  of  the  futliciency^f 
Great  Britain,  both  in  population  and  fliiahce, 
to  refift  America,  France,   atid  Spain  united. 
The  duke  of  Richmond  fuHv  acceded- tc)' our* 


f  Lord  Chatham^s  funerail,  Gibbon  obfems*  wasmoiif  attended/ 
stnd  governmcot  ingeiuoully  contrived  to  fecure  the  double  Qdium  oi 
differing  the  thing  to  be  done,  and  of  aoing  it  with  an  ill  grace. 
MtibelkinMous  Works,  vol.  I.  p.  s^*).  The  other  p»?!icubrs.8yeiCSikeA 
from  the  debates,  and  Appendix  to  -lii^  Qhronicle  in  tlie  Annvai. 
Kegifter  for  1778. 

ability 


\ 
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CHAP,   ability  to  cope  ^iith  France  and  Spain,    bui- 
^^Ji^'  America  muft  be  our  ally,  or  at  leaft  neuter ;  hd 
i778.     was  for  an  immediate  conceffion.  Of  indepcn-^ 
dency :  both  agreed  in  condemning  the  con- 
dud  of  minifti'y,  who  did  not  interfere  in  the 
debate,    either    to    vindicate    themfelv^s    or 
deliver  an  opinibti  on  the  motion,  which  ^aid 
idjaiy.     negatived  ^  .     . 

Adjourn*  NoTwitHSTAirbiN  6  thelengthandextremc* 
*^jf  afiivity  of  the  feffiop,  motions  wete  made  in  both 
mcnt.  houfes  to  prevent  the  adjournment,  tte^  king, 
^iog*t  in  difcharging  the  parliament  froin^  what  he 
fpwch.  jufdy  termed,  a  long  and  laborious  applicatiou 
to  bufinefs,  returned  thanks  for  their  zeal  in 
Supporting  the  honour  of  his  ctoiim^  and  for 
their  attention  to  the  real  ihterefts  of  his  fubjeSs^ 
in  the  wife,  jufl,'  and  humane  laws  which  had 
refulted  from  their  delibefatiofts,  and  which 
he  hoped  would  be  attended  with  the  moft 
falutary  effefts  in  every  part  of  the  Britifli  em-- 
pire-  His  defire  to  prefer ve  the  tranquillitj^  of 
Europe  had  been  uniform  and  fincere ;  the  faith 
of  treaties,  and  the  law  of  nations,  his  rule  of 
condcift,  and  hid  conftant  care  to  give  no  juft 
caufe  of  offence  to  any  foreign  power ;  "  let 
that  power,  by  whom  this  tranquillity  ihall  be 
difturbed,  he  faid,  anfwer  to  their  fubjcfls, 
and  to  the  world,  for  all  the  fatal  confequences 
of  war."  He  trufted  the  experienced  valour 
and  difcipline  of*  his  fleets  and  armies,  and  the 
loyal  and  united  ardour  of  the  nation,  armed 
and  animated  in  the  defence  of  every  thing  dear 
to  tl>em,  would  defeat  all  enterprizes  of  the 
enemy,  and  convince  them  how  dangerous  it 
was  to  provoke  the  fphit  and  ftrength  of  Great 
Britain.  He  had  tio  other  wifli  or  ohjeft  but  to* 
deferve  the  confidence  of  parliament,  and  the 
afFeftions  of  his  people. 

*  50  to  33, 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTY-FOURTH  : 


1778. 

Kvpcditions  frovi  Philadelphia.^^ I^tate  of  the. 
Britijh  army, -^  And  of  that  under  Wajhihg- 
ton.  —  Treachery  of  Congrefs  towards  Bur- 
gay  ne^s  army. -^Drafts  of  the  conciliatory 
bills  fent  to  Congrefs.^^Their  refolutions, — 
Effects  of  the  meafure. — *  Afrival  of  the 
French  treaty. — lis  effeQ.-^La  Fayette's 
expedition  to  Barren-hill.  —  Sir  IVilliam 
Howe  recalled.'-^uperb  fejiival  called  Mif 
chiafiza.-^ Arrival  of  the  commijjioners,^^ 
Pajfport  refufcd  to  their fccretary^-^Terms 
propofed  by  them  to  Congrefi. — Anfwer. — 
Explanatory  letter  of  the  commijfioncrs, — * 
Pretended  ofjefs  of  bribes.  —  Difcujfions 
refpeding  governor  John  (lone. — Manifcfa 
of  the  commijfioners.  —  Refolutions.  —  And 
counter '7nanifeJlo  of  congrcfs. — Evacuatio7i 
of  Philadelphia. — Severities  exerci fed  againjl 
loyalijis.  —  Judicious  retreat  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. — Action  at  Monwouth-court-houfe. 
— Brit  if i  army  go  to  New  York.  —  Dif 
grace  of  general  Lee. — Sailing  of  the  Toulon 

Jquadron  under  D'EJlaing.  —  Purfucd  by 
Byron. — The  French  unlive  at  the  Chefapeak. 
— Expedition  againft  Rhode  Ifland. — Ac- 
tions at  fea,  —  Tlie  Americans  repulfed  at 
Rhode  Ijland.  — Lord  Howe  refigns  thefliet 
to  Admiral  Ganibicr.  —  Expedition  to  Buz" 
uaris  bay.  — Surprifc  of  colonel  Baylor.  — 
Attack  on  Egg  harbour.  —  PulafkVs  legion 
cut  to  piece^^. — Reduction  of  Georgia. -^^ 

Defruftion 
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DeJlniBion  of  JFyoiiivg.  —  And  other  fet^ 
tlements.  —  Difappointments  of  Byron.  — 
D^Eftaing  fails  t^  the  JTeJi  Indies.  —  Cap- 
ttire  of  Saint  Pierre  and  Aliquelon.  —  2  he 
French  take  Dominica.  — The  Englijh  Saint 
Lucie.  —  Indignation  of  the  Americans 
againji  D^Eftaing,  —  His  proclamation  to 
'  the  Canadians.  — Jf^ajhington  refufes  to  co- 
operate in  attacking  Canada.  —  Hatred  of 
the  Americans  towards  the  French. 

CHAP.  TOURING  the  period  of  then- continuance  ia 
xxxiv.   JL^  winter  quarters  at  Philadelphia,  the  Britifli 
1778.      army  con/ined  thdr  efforts  to  foraging  parties ; 
Expcdi-      one  under  the  gallant  colonel  Mawhood,  made 
Phiia-        a  fuccefsful  excurlion  to  New  Jerfey,  and  de- 
dciphia.      feated  fupcrior  detachments  of  Americans  with 
March       grcat  lofs.     Coloucl  Abercromble  and  major 
'^^^'        Sincoe  furprifed  a  portion  of  the  American  hag- 
4th May.    gage,    and  returned  to   Philadelphia  Avithout 
difafter,  though  their  co-operation  was  not  fo 
7ihMay.    complete  as  was  originally  projefied.     Major 
Maitland    and    captain '  Ilenry   of  the  navy, 
delhoyed  a  quantity  of  ftores  and  forty-four 
American  vcifels,  which  had  efcaped  up  the 
Delaware  after  the  capture  of  Mud  Ifland. 
Stafeofthe      These  unimportant  exploits,  however  gal- 
Briiirti       lant  and  well  condu(5ied,  were   infufficicnt  to 
^^^'^        atone  for  the  want  of  fome  capital  enterprize 
durino:  the  Ions:  winter.     The  armv  exhibited  a 
contrail  of  immoderate  luxury,  and  exceflive 
mifery.     Gaming  was  carried  to  an   unwar- 
rantable extent;    and  the  grave,   ftaid  ipha- 
bitants  of  Philadelphia  were  lliocked  and  in- 
fulted  by  fome  young  officers,  ^ho  introduced 
into  their  fober  families,  females  of  exception- 
able charader.     The  vio;ilance  jof  Wafliiiisrton, 
and  the  extreniefeverity  with  which  he  puuiflicd 
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the  peafantry  for  attempting  to  bring  provifions  chap. 
to  market,    occafioned  tontinual  Tcarcity  of  xxxiv. 
neceflaries;    and  the  Inhabitants  offended  by     177^^' 
thediflipation  of  the  army,  and  the  preflure  of 
calamity  occafioned  by  their  prefcnce,  became 
inimical  to  the  BritiA  government.  Individuals 
a\-owedly  friendly  to   cpn^refs  were  through 
negligence  allowed  to  refide  in  the  city;  and 
by  conveying  intelligence  to  the  enemy  of  in- 
tended movements,  enabled  them  to  impede 
fupplies,  and  harafs  fmall  foraging  parties. 

.  Washington  in  his  huts  at  Valley  Forge  Condiriom 
experienced,  with  aggravations,  all  the  difficul-  ?*  ^*^* 
ties  of  the  preceding  winters.  He  was  deftitute  *"^°* 
of  every  necelfary ;  difeafe  confumed,  and  de- 
fertion  thinned  his  army ;  at  one  period  he  was 
xeduced  to  lefs  than  four  thoufand  men,  and  his 
cannon  fixed  to  the  ground  by  the  froft :  but 
he  made  indefatigable  exertions  to  remedy 
thefe  inconveniences,  of  which  he  givei  an 
alarming  pifture  in  one  of  his  letters  to  con- 
grefs :  "  Our  diftrefs  for  arms  and  clothing," 
he  fays,  "  is  amazingly  great;  we  have  many 
men  now  without  firelocks,  and  many  coming 
in,  in  the  fame  predicament;  and  half  the  army 
are  without  (Lirts.  Our  condition  for  M'ant  of  the 
latter,  and  blankets,  is  quite  painful,  of  the  for- 
mer very  diftrefling.  The  doftors  attribute  in  a 
great  degreeihe  lofs  of  hundreds  of  lives  to  the 
Scarcity  of  clothing;  and  I  am  certain  hun- 
dreds have  deferted  from  the  fame  caufe/'*  la 
vain  experiments  were  tried  to  engage  the  In- 
dians; in  vain  congrefs  illued  requifitions  for 
the  inrollment-of  forces  in  the  different  ftates; 
men  could  not  be  induce^  to  encounter  the 


•n*$  Letters  voL  ii.  p.  180.    Sec  alib  a  letter  from  the 
to    congrefs^  in  Stedman's  Hilloiy  of  ths  Ameiican 
War,  voLi.  p.  |ts* 
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CHAP,  ieverities  of  ^yinte^  without  view  of  fervice  or 
xxxiv.    probability  of  relief;  and  the  general  did  not 
expefci  any  important   acceflfion  of  force  till 
towards  June.*     The  defertion  of  the  troops 
was  countenanced  by  frequent  refignations  of 
officers,  of  whom  upwards  of  two  hundred  threw 
up  their  commiffions  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months.* 
"Nor  was  thisdiftreffing  confequenceofthe  ihort- 
fighted  parfimony  ot  congrcfs    remedied,  till, 
in  compliance  with  the  judicious  fuggeftion  of 
then'  general,  they  allotted  to  the  officers  half- 
pay  for  feven  years  after  the  war ;  a  bounty 
which  was  fubfcquently  extended  to  the  period 
of  their  lives.* 

Parsimont  was  not  the  only  vice  of  con- 
grefs,  againft  which  Wafliington  ventured  to 
remonftrate.     By  the  con\  ention  at  Saratoga, 
Botton  was  defignated  as  the  place  where  the 
Britifh  troops  were  to  wait  for  a  conveyance 
home :  Burgoyne  applied  to  congrefs  for  leave 
to  change  this  place  for  Rhode  Ifland,  or  fome 
other  more  convenient  port ;  but  the  ^American 
rcprelentatives,  recolle6ting  that  if  thele  forces 
were   rcftored  to   Great  Britain,  they  might 
1)6  rendered   ferviceable  in  garrifons,  and   an 
tcjual   number  detached  to  their   ihores,  not 
only  refufed  the  general's  requeft,  but  prohi- 
bited the  embarkation  of  the  captive  troops, 
until  a  diftin(?t  and  explicit  ratification  of  the 
convention  at  Saratoga  Ihould  be  properly  noti- 
fied by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to  congrcfs. 
This  infamous   perfidy  was  palliated   by  pre- 
tended fufpicions  that  Burgoyne's  men  would 
join  the  army  at  New  York,  and  by  allegations 


Treachery 
of  con- 
grcfs to. 
wards 
Bur. 
goync's 
amiy. 


^  Wafliington*s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  a6z,  174. 
«  Idem.  p.  252.        *  Ramfay,   yoJ.  ii.  p.  9S. 
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fqually   frivolous  and  falfe,    of  their  having  chap, 
already  broken  the  convention.     Wafliington  ^'^\' 
remonftrated  with  force  and  firmnefs  againft     ,77s. 
thia^  national  a6i  of  dilhonour,  which  he  repre- 
fented  alike  injurious  to  the  caufe  in  the  breafts 
of  Britons,  foreigners,  and  even  their  own  Ame- 
rican adherents;*  but  his  reafonings  were  vain, 
the  unfortunate  army  was  fubjefted  to  great 
hardships    and    wanton   indignities,    removed 
from  place  to  place  according  to  the  caprice  of 
congrefs,    and  notwithftandjng  the    moft  ex- 
plicit and  candid  offers  and   aiTurances,  the 
terms  of  the  convention  were  never  con^plied 
with. 

Feeling  the  neceflity  of  embracing  the  ijraftsof 
earlieft  moment  to    counteraft  the  views  of  ciilarory 
France  in  her  late  treaty  with  America,  the  biiisfcmto 
Britifh  miniftry,  before  the  paffing  of  the  conci-  ^°"fi^'- 
liatory  bills,  transmitted  drafts  to  America,  that 
the  ratification  of  congrefs  to  the  French  treaty 
might  not  be  obtained  by  furprife,  while  the 
country  was  yet  ignorant  of  the  terms  on  which 
an  accomodation  with  the  parent- ft  ate  might  be 
obtained.  Sir  William  Howe  circulated  copies ; 
Wafhiugton  alfo  tranfmitted  fome  to  congrefs, 
with  expreflions  of  apprehenfion  that  the  mea- 
fure  might  be  fuccefsful  in  detaching  adherents 
from  their  caufe^     In  purfuance  of  his  recom-  *ift  April, 
mendation,  the  reprefentative  body  appointed  Their  re- 
a  committee  to  inveftigate  the  bills,  who  with-  ^^*"^*^"* 
out  hefitation  rejected  the  propofals.     The  re- 
port of  the  committee,  which  was  produced  in 
a  fingle  day,  was  more  than  ordinarily  petulant 
and  virulent;  the  bills  were  analyfed,  and  de- 
clared to  originate  in  diflioneft  views,  and  to 

•  See  Waihington^ft  Letters,  yol.  ii.  p,  «66.        ^  (dcm«  p.  a66. 
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CHAP,  prove  only  the  weakneft  of  Great  Britain  :  and 
t^^^   it  was  decreed,  that  any  individual,  or  body  of 


»77**  men,  making  feparate  or  partial  conventions 
with  commiflioners  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  ought  to  be  treated  as  open  enemies. 
No  conference  or  treaty  could  be  held  with 
the  commiffioners,  unlefs,  as  a  preliminary, 
they  either  withdrew  the  fleets  and  armies,  or  in 
exprefs  terms,  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  America.  Thefc  refolutions  were  accom- 
panied with  an  exhortation  to  the  colonies,  to 
»s4^  complete  their  quotas  of  men  ;  and  followed 

by  a  promife  of  pardon  under  ftrift  reftridionSy 
to  thofe  who  had  appeared  in  arms  againit 
them.  * 
Effcfts  of       These  proceedings  fully  verified  the  predic- 
fhi^^mea-    ^j^^^^^  that  the  minifter's  dudility  would  not  be 
attended  with  the  defired  effeft,  and  that  he  d}d 
not,  like  the  fpear  of  Achilles,  poffefs  the  power 
of  healing  the  wound  he  had  himfelf  inflift- 
*cd.**  The  American  friends  of  Great  Britain,  at- 
tempting to  circulate  thefe  propofitions,  enabled 
their  opponents  to  affert,  that,  iuftead  of  teeking 
peace  by  the  ordinary  modes  of  negotiation 
with  powers  legitimately  conftituted,  govern- 
ment aimed  at  an  unJue  influence  over  the 
people,  and  hoped  to  obtain  by  their  impatient 
clamours,   that  which  the  fagacity    of   their 
rulers  would  withhold, 
id  May.        SHORTLY  after  tlicfe  refolutions  had  paflcd^ 
th^TFrcnch  Simcon  Dcanc  arrived,  and  notified  theaccom- 
treaty.       pliflimcnt  of  the  treaty  with  France.    The  ex- 
peftation  of  this  event  had  long  animated  the 
Americans,  and  influenced  the  decifion  of  con'* 
grefs.    The  probability  of  a  v/ar  between  G  reat 

t  See  the  refolutions  in  AImon*s  Remembrancer^  toL  tL  p.  i5s« 
*»  Gibbon'i  Pofthumoui  Works, vol.  i.  p.  531. 
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Britain  aad  France,  had  long  been  imintamed, '   c  h  ap« 
and  congrefs  afferted  tliat  the  Britiili  cabinet   xxxiv, 
propofed  the   conciliatory  bills  only  in  con-      177'* 
fequence  of  their  alarni'  at  fuch  a  junfture.  ^ 
The  hefitation  of  the  French  court  in  ratifying 
the  treaty^  did  not  permit  them  to.be  too  con- 
fident^  but  they  knew  they  could  always  netra^t, 
refolutions   formed  before  the  propofition  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  been  fau6tioned 
with  all  tiie  legiflative  foims. 

The  confirmation  of  the  French  alliance  was  4th  May. 
received  with  unbounded  joy,  as  the  teft  and  ^"  *^'^^* 
guaranty  of  American  independence.  Congrefs 
made  a  paitial  publication  of  the  treaty,  afcrib- 
ing  the  moft  noble  and  difinterefted  views  to 
the  French  king,  who  would  rank  among  the 
greateft  heroes  of  hiftory,  and  whafe  example 
would  decide  the  reft  of  Europe.  Spain  and 
Germany  v/oiUd  join  without  delay;  Ruffi^ 
and  Denmark  were  not  adverfe  to  them  ;  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  had  declared  to  their  envoy^ 
that  he  would  be  the  fecond  power  in  Europe, 
to  acknowledge  their  independence.  *  La 
Fayette,  who  flattered  himfelf,  that  his  remon- 
firaaces  had  coufiderably  influenced  the  deci-? 
fioQ  of  his  courts  communicated  the  event  with 
chikiiili  tranfport,  to  the  fedate  general  of  the 
Americans ;  the  brigades  were  aflembled,  the 
chaplains  offered  up  public  thanks  to  Ahnighty 
God,  and  delivered  difcourfes  fuitable  to  the 
occailon.  A  Jezi  de  joie  was  fired,  and,  on  a 
fignal  given,  the  air  refounded  with  "  Long 
live  tlxe  Ki^g  of  France/' 

La  FAYET-i^E  from  the  moment  of  joining  %^^ 
the  American  army,  impatiently  defired  to  be  exY^^^^^^ 

to  fiarren 
•  Wa{hington'*s  Lettfrt,  v«U  ii.  p.  115.  Hill. 

k  AlmoD^f  Remembrancer,  tibi  fup.        >  Idem.  to],  vi.  p.  1^7* 
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CHAP,  intrufted  with  fome  diftinguiflied  command. 
yxxiv.    His  continued  folicitations  occafioned   confi- 
,778.     derable  embarraflment  to  the  American  gene- 
ral : "    on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  was  judged 
neceflary  to  indulge  him  with  the  defired  op- 
portunity of  difplaying  his  fuppofed  military 
jjtbMay.  knowledge.      General   Wafliington    therefbre 
detached  him,  with  nearly  three  thoufand  men, 
to  take  poft  on  Barren  Hill,  feven  miles  ad- 
vanced from  the  camp  of  Valley  Forge ;  but 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  moving  between   the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill,  reftraining  the  Britifh  parties,  pro- 
curing intelligence,    and    arting    as   circum- 
ftances  might  require."     This  pofition  was  not 
judicioully  chofen  ;    it  was  too*  diftant  from 
Philadelphia,  to  efteft  any  important  purpofe^ 
and  too  near  to  be  fecure  aeainfl  a  well-con- 
aoth.         certcd  enterprize.     General  Grant,  at  the  head 
Sdanl"  of  five  thoufand  feleft  troops,  was  difpatched 
gcr.  from  Philadelphia  to  furprize  La  Fayette,  and 

reached,  undii'covered,  a  point  in  his  rear,  be- 
tween him  and  Wafliington's  camp.  Here  the 
road  forked ;  one  branch  led  to  Barren  Hill, 
.  at  the  (liftance  bf  a  mile ;  the  other  to  Matfon's 
Ford,  acrofs  the  Schuylkill,  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance.  In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  another 
detachment,  under  General  Grey,  marched  from 
Philadelphia,  along  the  wcftern  branch  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  ftationcd  themfelves  at  a  ford 
two  or  three  miles  in  front  of  La  Fayette's  right 
flank,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Britilh  army 
advanced  to  Chefnut  Hill.  His  retreat  was 
thus  cut  off  from  every  paflTage  but  Matfon's 
Ford;  and  as  the  line  from  his  pofition  formed 
the  bafe  of  an  obtufe-an":led    triangle  with 

»  Wa/hington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  »i6. 
*  Idem.  vol.  ii.p.  zj^t 
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tlie  two  roads,  his  diftance  from  it  was  much  chap. 
greater  than  that  of  the  Britifli.  The  confufed  ^^^, 
galloping  of  a  reconnoitring  party  of  horVe,  '^7*:. 
indicated  their  having  difcovered  the  ap-  * 
proach  of  the  Britifli,  La  Fayette  was  foon  And 
obferved  retreating  with  precipitation  and  ^*^'  . 
terror  towards  Matfon's  Ford,  through  thu  low 
woody  grounds  which  border  the  river.  In 
vain  were  thefe  favourable  circumftances  men- 
tioned by  Sir  William  Erflcine  to  general  Grant; 
he  obftinately  perfevered  in  advancing  to  Bar^ 
ren  Hill,  from  which  La  Fayette  had  already 
retreated,  and  after  fome  delay,  began  a  pur- 
fuit  along  the  fame  traft  which  the  enemy  had 
taken.  In  their  precipitate  flight,  the  Ame- 
ricans had  croffed  the  Schuylkill,  leaving  fix 
field-pieces  as  an  ufelefs  incumbrance ;  but  the 
dilatorinefs  of  the  purfuit  emboldened  them  to 
return  and  recover  this  artillery,  and  the 
whole  corps,  which  was  confidered  as  inevi- 
tably deftroyed,  efcaped  with  no  other  lofs  tlian 
forty  men.  Wafliington  in  defoah*  had  broken 
down  his  bridge  from  Valley  Forge  acrofs  the 
Schuylkill,  being  infuflScient  in  force  to  fuc- 
cour  his  volunteer  ally,  and  apprehenfive  left 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Britilharms  fliould  be  turned 
againft  himfelf.  The  failure  of  the  enterprize 
againft  La  Fayette  M^as  tlie  more  mortifying 
from  the  critical  period  at  which  it  occurred, 
and  the  immenfe  importance  of  a  fuccefsful 
refult  on  the  events  either  of  war  or  negotia- 
tion. 

Since  the  termination  of  the  laft  campaign,  sirWti- 
Sir  William  Howe  had  been  foHciting  his'recal;  Ham  Howe 
he  felt,  it  appears,  fome  jealoufy,  that  confi- 
dence was  not  extended  to  him,  nor  due  at- 
tention paid  to  his  recommendations ;  a  charge 
not  confidered  as  well  founded  by  tl^ofe  who 

u  4^  com^ 
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jCH  AP.  compared  his  means  of  achievement^  with  the 
^^^    refults  of  his   efforts,  and  which  afterwards 
>77f  •     gave  rife  to  important  difoilTions  in  parliament, 
uth  Apr,   jje  received  permiflion  to  retire,  apd  at  his  de- 
feftivti,      parture  was  gratified  with  the  finceyeft,  and  per- 
caiUsdMif.  haps  moft  fplendid   homage  to  his  perfonal 
chianja.     charaftcr,  which  was  ever  paid  by  an  army 
iStbAOay.  to  its  general.     At  the  expence  of  twenty- 
two  field-officers,  afeftivalwas  prepared,  called 
the  Mifchianza,  forming  a  brilliant  exhibition 
of  apcient  chivalry,  and  modern   politenefs. 
Knights  and  fquires,  fuperbly  accoutred,  tilt- 
ing in  honour  of  ladies,  wlio  in  magnificent 
Turkifh    habits    diftributed    the    rewards   of 
valour ;   a  promenade  with  mufic,  a  fplendid 
fupper,  and  a  ball,  terminated  the  feftivities  : 
a  faro-table  was  not  forgotten,  and  every  part 
of  the  entertainment  was  diftinguiflied  by  comr 
plimentary  mottos  and  devices.     In  defcant- 
ing  on  fuch  a  mark  of  efteem,  it  would  favour 
of  cynical  morofencfs,  to  examine  whether  all 
expreflions  of  applaufe  tendered  to  the  general 
were  ftridtly  juft  in  their  utmoil  extent ;    but 
the  fuffering  loyalifts,and  many  others,  thought 
the  generals,  officers,  and  army,  might  have  been 
better  employed.'' 
Arrival  of      SooN  after  tlic  chief  command  had  devolved 
the  com-     on  Sir  Henry^  Clinton,  lord  Carlifle,  governor 
dlifjune!'  Johnfione,  and  Mr.  Eden,  the  commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  conciliatory  aft,  arrived  at 
Paflport      Philadelphia.    iVpplication  was  made  to  Walh- 
rcfuicdio    ington  for  a  paU'port,  for  their  fecretary,  Dr. 
crtttr/.'     Fergufon,  to  convey  overtures  to  congrefs  ;  but 
this  favour  was  harihly  refufed,  and  the  let- 
ters of  the  commiflioners  forwarded  by  com- 
mon military  pofts.     If  the  wanton  iufolence 
of  this  proceeding  augured  an  unfavourable  if- 

"  See  account  of  the  Miichkiiisa  in  itit  Annual  R«fg>(ler,  177s. 

Appcniiix  to  the  Chronicle. 
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&e  to  the  negotiation,  the  commiflioners  were  Sj^J^'* 
Dot  uQJuftiiiable  in  entertaining  hopes  of  ulti-  \iL.^* 
matefuccefs  from  the  extraordinary  iiberality  ^tjJ7* 
01  the  terms  they  were  empowered  to  pro-*Temi 
pole ;  terms  which  promifed  to  America  happi-  rj^{^ 
jiefs  more  permanent,  and  chartera  more  exten-  cw^wii.^ 
iive,  than  could,  according:  to  the  common 
chances  of  war,  be  derived ^from  the  alliance 
of  any  £uropean  powers,  and  more  ample  than, 
ia  the  ordinary  train  of  events,  the  lapfe  of  ages 
could  produce.  They  proffered  more  real  free- 
dom than,  under  all  circumflances,  could  be  ex* 
peded  to  flow  from  an  acquiefcence  in  their 
unfaf^rted  independence,  and  more  perma- 
nent profperity  than  fuccefsful  warfare  or  mul- 
tiplied alliaocescould  entitle  them  to  anticipate. 
The  commiiGoners  oflfcred  to  concur  in  Gxtxy 
iatisfa^ory  and  jufl  arrangement  for  procuring 
a  ceiTation  of  hoftilities  by  fea  and  land  ;  a  re- 
newal of  free  intercourfe  ;  revival  of  mutual  af- 
fedion,  and  reftoration  of  the  common  bene  li  ts  of 
naturalization  throughout  the  empire ;  the  ex- 
leofion  of  free  trade ;  an-  agreement  that  no 
military  force  fliould  be  maintained  in  America,, 
without  the  confent  of  the  general  cbngreis, 
or  particular  aiiemblies ;  and  concurrence  in 
flieafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the  debts  of 
America,  and  raife  the  value  and  credit  of  the 
paper  circulation.  To  perpetuate  the  union,  a 
reciprocal  deputation  ot  an  agent  or  agents 
inMnihe  different  Oates  was  propofed,  who 
fliottld  faawe  a  feat  and  voice  in  parliament  i  or 
if  fent  from  Britain  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  af- 
iemblies  of  the  different  ftates  to  which  they 
might  be  deputed.  It  was  finally  propofed  to 
eftablifli  the  legillative  powers  in  each  particu- 
lar ftate,  *o  fettle  its  revenue,  civil  and  military 
^bliihment,  and  acicnowledge  its  right  to  ex*- 
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CH  AP^*  ercife  a  perfeft  freedon>  of  legiflation  and  inter- 
3CXX1V.   ^^  government,    fo    that    the  Britifh    dates 


'77*»  throughout  America,  a6ling  with  the  mother- 
country  in  peace  and  war,  under  a  common 
fovereign,  might  have  the  irrevocable  enjoy- 
ment of  every  privilege  which  did  not  imply  a 
total  feparation  of  intereft,  or  was  confiftent 
with  that  union  of  force,  on  which  the  fafety 
of  common  religion  and  liberty  depended.  The 
commiffioners  noticed  with  due  feverity,  thein- 
fidious  interpofition  of  a  power,  which  had  from 
the  firft  fettlement  of  the  colonies  been  actuated 
by  enmity  to  them  as  well  as  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  pretended  date,  or 
prefent  form  of  the  French  ofters  to  America, 
yetit  was  notorious  that  thefe  weremadein  con- 
fequenceof  plans  of  accommodation  previoufly 
concerted  in  Great  Britain,  and  with  a  view  to 
prevent  reconciliation,  and  prolong  the  war. 
»?th.  When  this  difpatch  was  read  in  congrefs, 

Debates.  ^^^^  members  moft  infatuated  with  the  pre- 
dileftion  for  French  alliance,  oppofed  a  further 
hearing,  as  infulting  to  the  king  of  France. 
The  debate  was  fo  earneftly  maintained  that 
it  became  neceflary  to  adjourn  the  fitting  from 
Friday  till  Monday,  when  congrefs  referred 
idth.  the  letter  to  a  committee  of  five,  who  pre- 
pared the  draft  of  an  anfwer,  which  wzs  ap- 
»7th.  proved  and  tranfmitted  to  the  commiflioners- 
Anfwer.  It  ftatcd  that  nothing  but  an  earneft  defire  to 
fpare  the  furth^er  efFufiou  of  human  blood  could 
have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  containing 
expreflions  fo  difrefpeflful  to  his  moft  chriftian 
majefty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  ftates, 
or  confider  propofitions  fo  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  an  independent  nation.  The  afts  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  the  commifiion  fiom 
th€  king,  and  the  letter  of  the  commiflioncrs^ 

fuppofec^ 
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ilippofedthe  people  of  America  fubjeft  to  the  chae. 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  were  founded  on   ^^xxiv. 
an  idea  of  dependence  utterly    inadmiflible.     ijj%^ 
congrefs  were  inclined  to  peace,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  unjnft  claims  from  which  the  war  ori- 
ginated, and  the  favage  manner  in  A^hich  it 
had  been  conduced ;  they  would  therefore  be 
content  to  enter  on  a  coniideration  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with . 
treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  Ihould  demonftrate  a  fmcere  dif- 
pofition  for  that  purpofe.    The  only  folid  proof 
of  this  difpofition  would  be  an  explicit  ac- 
knowledgment of  independence,  or  the  with- 
drawing of  his  fleets  and  armies, 
NoTwiTHSTANDiXGtheunpromifingharlh-  Expfen*. 

uefs  of  thefe  meafures,  the  commifiioners,  un-  o7ihe^oL 
willing  to  abandon  their  caufe  till  quite  def-  mimor.*!*. 
perate,  addreffed  to  congrefs  an  explanatory  "ti»Jobr-,^ 
paper.  On  the  required  acknowledgment  they 
faid,  "We  are  not  inclined  to  difpute  the  mean- 
ing of  words  ;  but  fo  far  as  you  mean  the  en- 
tire privilege  of  the  people  of  North  America 
to  difpofe  of  their  property  and  govern  them- 
felves,  without  reference  to  Great  Britain, 
beyond  what  is  neceffary  to  j5referve  that  union 
of  force  in  which  our  mutual  advantage  and 
iafety  confift,  we  think  that  fofar  independency 
is  fully  acknowledged  in  the  terms  of  our  let- 
ter of  the  tenth  of  June ;  and  we  are  willing  to 
enter  on  a  fair  difcuflion  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  that  may  be  neceffary  to  infure  or  even  to 
enlarge  that  independency."  They  affigned  m 
areafon  for  not  withdrawing  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, the  danger  of  the  meafure  to  thofe  of  the 
colonifts  who  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  neceflity  of  precaution  againft 
their  anticnt  enemy.      How  foon   it    fliould 

follow 
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follow  the  firft  reciprocal  advance^  -to  peace, 
would  depend  on  the  favourable  profpea  con- 
grefs  fhould  give  of  a  reconciliation  with  their 
fellow- citizens,  the  loyaliils  of  America,  and 
with  tliofe  in  Great  Britain.  Tbey  declared  their 
judgment  not  biafied  by  Any  probable  military 
events,  but  that  their  fii-ft  propofition  ihould  in 
all  cafes  be  the  rule  of  their  conduct ;  and 
claimed  from  congrefs  a  difclofure  of  the  treaty 
with  France,  which  that  body  avowed  as  in- 
fluencing their  condud,  but  of  which  the  com- 
miflioners  had  no  means  of  forming  an  adequate 
judgment. 

To  this  letter  the  congrcfe  refolved,  that  no 
anfwer  fliould  be  given. 

These  haughty  proceedings  convinced  tiic 
commiffioners  of  the  afcendancy  of  the  French 
party,  and  the  inutility  of  further  attempts* 
Congrefs,  however,  had  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  their  conftituents  would  not  be  fatisfied 
with  the  rejeftion  of  fo  defirable  ain  alliance 
with  their  parent-ftate,  while  the  boon  of  inde- 
pendence w^as  begged  from  their  habitual  ene- 
my :  they  could  not,  in  their  public  capa- 
city, enter  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  letter 
of  the  commiffioners ;  but  individual  members^ 
through  the  channel  of  the  prefs,  publiflied  in- 
fulting  and  fcurrilous  comments,  without  dif- 
guifing  their  interference,  or  diiclaiming  their 
anonymous  produdions.*" 

Congress,  however,  did  not  willingly  fub- 
mit  to  lofe  any  opportunity  of  extracling  from 
the  tranfadions  with  the  commiffioners,  topics 
of  abufe  againft  G  reat  Britain.  Under  a  pre- 
tence that  they  had  received  private  informa- 

f  See  fomeof  thefc  Letters  by  Samuel  Adams  and  William  Henr^ 
Di-ayton,  in  Almonds  Remembrancer,  vol.  vi.  pp.  300.  307.  ToL 
vii.  pp.  19)  »o.    Sec  aJroKarofay>  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 

» 
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tionof  an  attempt  by  governor  Johnftone  to  chap. 
conupt  Jofeph  Reid,  one  of  their  members,  they  xxxiv. 
ordered  that  all  letters  received  by  members  of  i77»* 
congrefs,  or  their  agents,  of  a  public  natlire, 
fliould  be  laid  before  them.  In  confequence  of 
this  refolution,  a  letter  written  by  governor 
Johndone  to  Francis  Dana,  in  which  he  related 
fome  private  anecdotes  refpefting  the  French 
treaty,^  and  two  others  from  the  fame  commif- 
fioner  to  general  Jofeph  Reid '  and  Robert  Mor- 
ris' were  produced.  In  thefe  epiftles,  as  well  as 
oneprevioufly  read  in  congrefs,  he  imprudently 
extolled  the  exalted  characters  of  the  members, 
mentioned  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  America 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  intimated  that 
views  of  perfonalaggrandifement,  if  entertain- 
ed either  by  members  of  congrefs,  or  of  the 
military  body,  might  be  fully  gratified  by  for- 
warding a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain. 
In  aid  of  thefe  imperfeft  intimations,  a  fuppofed 
converfation  was  narrated  between  general 
Reid,  and  a  married  lady  of  character^  having 
connections  with  the  Britijh  army^  who  informed 
the  general  that  governor  Johnitone  had  ex- 
prefled  favourable  fentiments  of  him,  and  wifli- 
ed  to  engage  his  intereft  in  promoting  a  re- 
union between  Great  Britiiin  and  America;  for 
which  fervice,  if  confiftent  with  his  principles 
and  judgment,  he  ihould  receive  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  and  any  office  in  the  colonies  in  the 
king's  power  to  bcitow.  This  bountiful  offer 
made  by  an  unauthorifed  married  lady,  after 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  Britilh 
army,  the  general  refufed;  **  He  was  not,"  he 
laid,  "  worth  purcluifing;  butfuchas  he  was,  the 

f  Dated  xoth  June.  /   . 

'  Disced  I  iih  Aprili  near  two  months  btforc  tbe  ^vernor*s  ariivU 
in  America, 

•I^edx6th  J«ne. 

king 
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CHAP,  kinff  of  Great  Britain  >vas  not  rich  enough  to 


Ya'o-        Upont  this   vague  information,    and    two 
idbiu-"^'  general    paragraj)hs    in    the    governor's    let- 
tooMsre-     terSy  congrefs  founded  rcfohitions,  That  they 
rwtrofr     ^^uld  only  be  confidered  as  daring  and  atro- 
Johoitonc.  cious   attempts    to    bribe  and    corrupt   their 
integrity;   and  dcmonfirated  their higheft  and 
moit  pointed   indignation,  by  declaring  it  in- 
compatible  with  their  honour,  to   hold  any 
correfpondence  with  governor  Johnftone,  or  to 
negotiate  with  him  in  affairs  interefting  the 
^j!*      -  caufe  of  liberty  and  virtue.  "    The  other  com- 
iiftrcom.     niiffioncrs  difclaimed   all   knowledge    of   the 
MiOioocrs,  traufadHou,  *  and  governor  Johnftone,    in  an 
ans:rv  declaration,  declined  continuinor  to  aft 
in  his  commiflion.      He  reproached  congrefs 
with  their  perfidy  towards  the  army  of  Saratoga ; 

<  When  about  to  depart  from  America,  governor  Johnftone  wrote 
ToDr.  Adam  Fergiilbn,  txprefsiy  der.ying  ihfi  truth  of'Mr.  Reid^s 
iiattcTKnt^  i'o  fdv  as  it  applied-  to  him.  Dr.  Fergufon  pubhfhed  the 
letter,  and  averred  that  tiic  governor  had  depofited  in  his  bands 
|yroofs  of  the  truth  of  its  contents,  though  he  was  prchibiied  hy  cx- 
|)»*crs  tnjunclicns,  and  the  tear  of  expofm?  individuals  to  the  cruel 
■fci'itcucion  of  congrefs,  from  making  them  public.  SeeRemem- 
brancer»vol.  vii.  p.  336. 

"  See  this  declaration,  Almon's  Remembrancer,  vol.  vli.  p.  14* 

and  governor  Johnftone's  Letters  at  length,  fame  vol.  pp.  8,  9,  xo. 

»  In  the  couife  of  this  letter,  the  ccmmifiioners  defc^tnted  at  large 
on  the  mode  in  which  the  treaty  with  France  had  been  granted  ;  they 
<iefcribtd  thtit  nati'^n  as  a  ki;cwn  enemy  to  all  civil  and  religious 
iibeity,  and  obi'erved,that  on  a  review  of  her  whole  conduit,  her  de- 
signs, the  ungenerous  motives  of  her  policy,  and  the  degree  of  faith 
due  to  her  profeflions,  would  become  too  obvious  to  need  itluftra* 
lion.  La  Fayette,  with  charn6leriliic  petulance  and  abflirdity,  founded 
oil  this  joint  public  paper,  a  challenge  to  fir.glc  combat,  which  he 
addreifed  to  lord  Cailiile  :  the  Englifh  noblemen  faid,  he  found  it 
difficult  to  return  a  fevious  anfwer^  La  Fayette  ought  to  have  known 
fhat  he  was  refponfible  to  his  king  and  country  alone,  and  not  to 
any  individual  for  his  public  conduf^  and  language.  If  his  opinions 
/  or  exprtflions  were  not  ret  railed  In  public,  he  (hould  never  give  kn 

account  of  them,  much  lefs  retract  them  in  private.  This  dclervedly 
contemptuous  anfwer  terminated  the  correfpondence*  The  letters. 
ait  in  Ahnon*$  Uemcntbrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  174^ 

their 
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and  their  refiftinsf,  through  motives  6f  ambition,  £«  a  p. 

^'  ^  '     XXXI V. 


the  liberal  offers  of  the  Britilh. government; 
while  they  publicly  proftrated  themfelves  be-      ■^^*' 
fore  a  French  embailador,  and  entered  into  a 
league  with  the  inveterate  enemies  of  both 
countries. ' 

The  further  correfpondence  with  congrefs  7th  Aug. 
was  of  fmall  importance  f  the  commiflTioners  <^^^- 
had  already  made   a  requifition  to  fulfil  the  ibSut^Bw- 
convention  of  Saratoga,  which  was  with  equal  goync'a 
perfidy  and  ftubbornnefs  refufed.     After  feve-  *™J^' 
nl  unavaling    efforts   to    attain    this   point,     .  ^^^ 
they  publiihed  a  manifeilo  and  proclamation,  Manifeao 
addreffed  feparately  to  the  consrrefs,  the  ge-  «( thccom- 
neral  alfemblies  and  conventions  of  .provin- 
ces, the  people  at  large,  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion, and  the  lovers  of  peace.     The  mem- 
bers of  congrefs  were  reminded  of  their  re- 
fponfibility   to  their   country,    to  the  world, 
and  to  God,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
and  its  concomitant  mil'eries.     The  conimif- 
fioners  did  not  defire  to  obtain  the  objects  of 
their  purfuit,  by  fomenting  popular  divilions, 
aud  party  cabals;    but  it  wiis  their  wilh,  and 
their  duty,  to  encourage  and  fupport  indivi- 
duals or  bodies  in  their  return  to   loyalty  and 
amity  ;    and  if  feparation  from   (Jreat  Britain 
was  purfucd  throuj^li  the  medium  of  a  pretended 
alliance   with   France,   the  whole  natttrc  and 
future  conduct    of  the  Mar  mull  be  altered. 
Policy  and  benevolence  had  hitherto  reftrained 
the  extremes  of  hoftility,  in  diitrefling  a  peo- 
ple Itill  coailidered  as  Britilh  fubjects,  and  dcfo- 
lating  a  country,  Ihortly  to  become  agaiu  the 
I'ource  of  mutual  advantage;  but  when  that 
country  profeffed  the  unnatural  defii;-n,  not  only 

y  Remembrancer,  fol.  vi.  p.  j^.     Ste  alio  Srcdmaii,  c.  x  ;vi. 
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of  efiranging  herfelf  from  the  mother-country, 
but  of  niovtgaging  herfelf  and  her  refources 
to  an  inveterate  enenjy,  the  conteft  M'ould  be 
changed  ;  and  the  queftion  woaW  be,  how  far 
Great  Britain  might  deftroy,  or  render  ufelefs 
a  connefiion  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
tlie  agorandizement  of  France.  Under  fuch 
circuniitanceb,  the  li^ws  of  felf-prefcrvation 
di reded,  that  if  the  Britiih  colonies  were  to 
become  an  acceffion  to  France,  the  acquifitiori 
fliould  be  rendered  of  the  fmalleft  poffible 
value.  General  pardons  were  proffered  to  all 
who  fhonld  withdraw  from  tl>e  fei'vice  of  con- 
grcfs  within  forty  days,  and  to  the  colonies  at 
large,  or  feparatcly,  a  general  or  feparate  peace, 
with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  governpient, 
fecured  againft  future  infringement,  and  pro- 
tefted  from  Britiih  taxation. 
,  CoNfiHtss  anfwercd  this  manifefto  by  re- 
folutions,  exhorting  the  people,  when  the 
king's  troops  fliould  begin  buniing  or  deftroy- 
ing  any  town,  to  retaliate  on  the  houfes  and 
properties  of  all  tories,  and  enemies  to  Ame- 
rican ii)dependence,  and  fecure  their  perfons; 
abftaining,  however,  from  wanton  cruelties, 
as  congrefs  would  not  imitate  their  enemies, 
or  their  German,  negro,  and  copper- coloured 
allicsw 

Lv  conformity  with  thefe  obfervations,  they 
alfo  itiued  a  countcr-mauiieito,  vaunting  with 
the  folemnity  of  a  religions  appeal,  their  cle- 
mency and  philanthropy,  ar.d  reproaching  the 
fubjefcts  of  Great  IJ^'itain  with  devaftating  the 
open  country,  burning  defencelefs  villages,  and 
butchering  American  citizens.  Their  prifons 
had  been  the  flaughter-hi/ules  of  foldiers,  their 
ihips  of  feamen,  and  cruel  injuries  were  aggra- 
vated by  grofs  infults.  Foiled  in  a  vain  at- 
f  .  tempt 
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tempt  to  fubjugate  the  unconqefable  fpirit  of  chap. 
freedom,  thccomihiflioners  Ijad  meanly  affailed  xxxiv^ 
the  reprefentative^  of  America  with  bribes,  lyy*. 
deceit,  and  fervile  adulation.  They  mocked 
hunjanity  by  wanton  deftruction,  religion  by 
impious  appeals  to  God  whilft  violating  his 
facred  commaads,  and  mocked  reafon  itfelf, 
by  endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  liberty  and 
happinef^  of  America,  could  fafely  be  entryifted 
to  thofe  who  had  fold  their  own.  Stung  by 
merited  contempt,  they  had  folicited  indivi- 
duals to  break  the  bonds  of  allegiance,  and 
imbrue  their  fouls  with  the  blackeft  of  crimes ; 
but  fearins:  that  none  could  be  found  fuflSci- 
ently  wicked  for  their  purpofe,  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  influence  the  weak,  by  threaten- 
ing more  wide  dcvafiation.  In  conclufiop, 
congrefs  declared  that  if  the  Britijh  army  pre- 
Cumed  to  execute  their  threats,  or  perfifted  in 
(heir  career  of  barbarity,  exemplary  vengeance 
fhoukl  deter  others  from  fimilar  condud. 

If  the  treaty  with  France  was  calculated  to  Evacyi* 
laife  the  4>h'it$,  and  confirm  the  pertinacity  of  !j*^"<>f 
(epBgreis,  the  evacuation  of  Pliiladelphia  by  the  phi'a! 
Britii^h  fci'oopsj  tejaded  to  incrcafe  the  eifecb. 
Thi$  meafure  was  not  unexpe6led,  it  w^s  known 
to  be  in  contemplation  before  the  arrival  of  the 
commiflloners  /  and  though  the  policy  of  the 
lDeaf^re  i^as  evident,  it  was  regarded  as  a  probf 
of  alarm  Sind  weaknei^.     In  contemplation  of 
^  French  war,  the  Britifli  miniftry  ordered  the 
r^ov^l  of  the  troops  from  Phi laclelphia,  which 
Wfts  fitu^te  a  hundred  n?iles  from  the  fca,  aijLd 
ac^effible  only  by  a  windijag  river,  to  New  ' 
York,  a  inore  central  ppfition,  and  a  connno- 
diouy  afid  deilrable  reiidence  for  the  army. 

7  Waihington*^  L^ttert^  sol.  ii.  p,  x8x.  a86. 

▼OL.  III.  I  Sir 
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fcHAP.      Sir  Henry  Clinton  never  affe6led  to 
yxxiv>   conceal  his  intention,  but  on  the  contrary, 
1778-     gave  notice  to  Wafliington  of  the  time  and 
18th  June,  courfe  of  his  retreat     He  evacuated  the  city 
treat  of"     without  the  flighted  impediment,  though  the 
Clinton*     Americans  took  pofleflion  before  the  whole 
army  had  departed.     Clinton's  march  Avas  in- 
cwrciftd     ^^"^bered  by  a  great  body  of  loyalifts,  who, 
agzinft  the  With  their  whoIc  property  followed  the  army ; 
Joyaiifts.     they  were  driven  to  tnis  neceflity  by  the  cruel 
negleft  of  congrefs,  who,  in  oppofition  to  the 
fagacious  and  humane  advice  of  Wafliington, 
adopted  no  refolution  for  rendering  their  con- 
tinuance in  Philadelphia  fecure.  *    The  apprc- 
hen lions  of  the  fugitives  were  proved  to  be 
not   unfounded    by    the   fevere   proceedings 
againft  the  partizans  of  the  royal  caiife,  who 
ventured  to  remain  ;  their  property  was  confif- 
cated,  their  perfons  banilhed  or  imprifoned, 
and  two  refpeftable  quakers,  Roberts  and-Car- 
lifle,  fuifered  death. 
Slow  The  Britifli  army,  incumbered  with  baggage 

tiS^BritiA  ^^^  provifions,  embarrafled  with  difficult  roads, 
trroy.  and  extending  twelve  miles  in  lengthy  pro- 
ceeded flowly,  Walhington  had  fent  parties 
forward  to  break  down  the  bridges,  and  ha- 
rafs  the  march ;  yet  he  kept  a  refpeSful  dif- 
tance,  fufpicious  that  the  Britifli  generalwas 
endeavouring  to  lure  him  from  his  advanta- 
geous fltuation,  and  force  an  engagement  in 
the  lower  Country ;  or  that  by  a  rapid  move- 
ment, the  Britilh  general  might  polTeis  himfelf 
of  the  heights.  During  the  progrefs  of  Clin- 
ton, the  American  detachments  were  conflantly 
reinforced  with  chofen  men;  Gates  was  placed 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Rariton  river,  ki 

•  Walhington*!  Lettav,  Tolii*  p.  titj. 

'    front 
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front  of  the  Britiih  army,  while  Wafhingtori  in  CHAP, 
the  rear,  and  on  the  left  behind   Mflfeftone   ^i^j 
Creek, was  ready  to  effeft  a  juiiftion  with  Gates ;     '7?^ 
but  Clinton  efcaped  the  danger^of  this  combi-    , 
nation,  by  fagacioufly  dirediiig  his  courfe  to- 
wards Sandy  Hook,  and  paffiiig  to  the  right 
inftead  of  crofling  the  Ranton. 

At  Freehold-court-houfe,  in  the  cdunty  of  ^^.  U^e* 
Monmouth,  ^Sir  Henry  Clinton  p^ceived  the  Monmoudi 
enemy  approaching  to  attack  the  baggage,  Court* 
committed  to  the  charge  of  the  brave  general  ^^^^' 
Knyphaufen.     He  made  a  vigorous  attack  on 
their  front  line,  ftrongly  pofted  under  the  conl- 
mand  of  general  Lee,  and  compelled  him  to 
retire.     He  then  drove  back  the  fecond   line 
from  apofition  equally^  ftrong,  while  Knyphau-* 
fen  rcpulfed  parties  or  the.  enem^y  who  attacked 
the  baggage.     Here  the  affair  ought  to  have 
terminated  ;  but  the  light  troops,  with  ungo- 
vernable impetuofity,  purfued  the  fugitives  un-* 
der  Lee,  till  they  were  met  and  rallied   by 
Waihington,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being 
inlirely  cut  off,  Clinton  was  obliged  to  main- 
tain his  pofition  expofed  to  a  fevere  crofs-fire* 
Having  efFefted  this  purpofe,  and  feeing  no 
hope  of  making  an  advantageous  affault  on 
the  enemy,  who  were  protected  by  defiles  and 
marflies,  he  withdrew  from  the  field,  to  the 
iame  ground  he  had  quitted  in  the  morning* 
The  lofi  on  each  fide  was  nearly  equal,  amount- 
ing to  about  three  hundred  and  fixty.    The 
Bntilli  colonel  Monckton  was  particularly  la- 
mented ;  during  the  heat  of  the  engagement, 
^i  in  the  midil  of  a  heavy  cannonade,  his 
brave  followers  dug  his  grave  with  their  bay- 
onets, and  threw  in  the  earth  with  their  hands- 

Having  permitted  his  troops  to  repofe  till  fimtiarka- 
tai  o'clock  atnight,  the  Britiih  general  filently  g^^jj^**** 

I  a  .retreated  Jy^for*'' 

New  York, 
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'CflAf.  retreated  te  jcna  Knyphaufen,    ajod  without 

xaowj.  furth^impecHniAnt  worthy  of  nol^ce,  embarked 

%7^^.     at  Saudy  Hook,  and  reached  New  York.    His 

5*  J"*y»    orders  were  to  embark  at  Philadelphia,  but  bjy 

difobeying  thefe  inftru6lions,  'he  faved  both  the 

army  aod  navy  from  imminent  danger.     The 

Americans,  by  artificial  colouring,  made  their 

{>artizans  confider  the  adion  at  Freehold-court- 
loufe  as  a  viftory ;  but  their  attempt  on  the 
baggage  was  fruft rated ;  and  they  did  not  ven- 
ture to  impede  the  further  progtefs  of  the  Britiih 
3d  July      general-     While  he  Avas  forming  his  embarliSi- 
tion  at  Sandy  Hook,  Wafhington  appeared  in 
fight;  and  Clinton  waited  in  vain  two  days  to 
give  him  battle. 
Difgraccof      GENERAL  Lee  was  ftcmly  reprimanded  by 
general       Wafliiugton  wlicu  they  met  in  his  retrea    -  :fub- 
fequently  to  the  engagement,  he  wrote  fome 
petulant  letters  in  vindication  of  his  own  cha- 
ra6ler,  which  placed  him  at  the  mercy  of  his 
fuperior  officer.     Jealoufy  had  long  lubfifted 
between  thefe  commanders.     Wafhington  was 
accufed,  apparently  without  juftice,  of  having 
rejoiced  at,  and  even  clandeftinely  prolonged 
the  term  of  Lee's  captivity,  and  it  is  more  than 
infinuated  that  Lee  intended,  in  the  late  a6lion^ 
to  caufe  the  defeat  of  the  army  for  the  purpofe 
of  difgracing  his  rival.     A  court-martial  found 
him  guilty  of  difobedience  of  orders,  of  making 
^        an  unneceflary,  diforderly,   and  ^lameful  re- 
treat, and  of  writing  difrefpefiiful  letters  to  the 
commander  in  chief.     While  this  fentence  Hcas 
under  the  confideration  of  congrefs,  he  was 
wounded  in  a  duel  with  one  of  Wafliington's 
aids-de-camp,  and  after  the  fentence  was  con- 
firmed, his  intemperance  led  him  into  a  paper 
war  with  Drayton,  a  member  of   congrefe, 
and  into  fcurrilou*  invedives  agamft  the  go* 

vemment 
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rernment  of  Amerrca,  and  individuals  cbmflDf-  ^^y*^ 
ing  it.      His  fentettcc  amounted  only  to  fuf-    u-v-^' 
pcnfion  for   a  year;  but  in   confeqoence  of     '^^t. 
nig  own  ungovei*iled  rallmefe,  he  never  after- 
wards attrafted  honourable  notice ;  and  thofe 
irho  but  a  year  before  had  donbted  of  the 
fitfety  of  the  American  caufe,  unlefs  upborne 
Ij  hrm,  now  contentedly  configned  him  to^ 
oHivion,  or  branded  his  name  with  contempt 
and  execration  *. 

A  SQUADRON  of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line  and  ThcTou- 
fix  frigates  Avas  equipped  at  Toulon,  before  cb-onlailf. 
the  French  announced  to  the  Britifli  court  their 
refohition  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  America. 
Commanded   by    count  d'Eftaiiig,   this  fleet 
pafled  the  Straights  of  Gibi-altar  the  fifteenth 
of  May ;  and  a  BritiA  fiquadron  oif  equal  force  9*  Jane, 
under  admiral   By roA,  failed  from^  Plymouth.  fSSi'*^ 
as  foon  as  undoubted  intelligence  determined  fleet. 
the  deftination  of  the  enemy.     iy£ftaing,  not  5th  July. 
reaching  the  Chefepeak  till  the  day  in  which*  Thc^^nch 

^y  1  •'  3mvc  dt 

the  Britrih  army  embarked  at  Sandy  Book,.' the  Chcft- 

peak« 

*  See  menoin  of  general  Lee.    WaihiDgton*8  letters  vol.  ii.  p« 

»9$*  ^97.  ec  ieq»    ^amUy,  vol.  iu  p>  S3.    Lec*8  chara^r  is  accu. 

tiidy  described  by  Stednnan>  vol.  i.  p.  127*   His  military  knowledge 

in»  great,   and  he  had  been  a  foUlier  from  hid  infancy :  he  had* 

hnutr)f  podeffiKi  the  rank  of  lieutenant-cabnel  in  the  Bntilh  fer- 

vicCy  and  had  (erred  all  the  laft  war  in  America  and*  Portugal 

sfiih  HepvtatioH*    His  abilities  were  exten(ive>  and  his  kniowledgft 

inpcoved  hj  an  iitiiaate  acquaintance  with  erery  nation  in  Europe* 

Hie  diipofition  was  reftlefe  and  romantic,  and  the  pofleflion  of  an 

eaiy  fortane  enabled  him  to  indulge  it.    H^ing  received  (bme  aifronti 

§Hm  the  iodi¥idiials  who  cotnpbM  the  Britiih   adminili ration, 

&e  coMPattd  to  Anerica^on  the  commencemeBt  of  the  dilhirbances^ 

XBtA  oftred  his  fervices  to  Congrefs.     His  abilities  and  profeiHonai 

lepotatioo  behtgwell  knovvns  his  olfers  wene  accepted  with  joy,  and 

ke  wfli.  bonomrad  ^h  the  vank  ^of  roajor^geileral.    He  had  been 

caioeDtly  oieful  in'diiciplining  the  American  troops,  ancf  by  his 

adivify  and  flcill  had  greatly  contributed  to  the  common  caufol 

T*  tkne  qttaHfioatioM,  hbwever,  the  impartiality  of  hi ftory  rfciuiret 

■a  to  add,  that  be  was  a  roan  of  mod  abandoned  principles  i  tliat  he 

langfaerf  at  every  attribute  of  the  Divinity,  and  turned  into  lidlcnle 

Rll€t«f  Mligion* 
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purfued  them  to  New  York  with  an  apparexit 
clefiga  of  entering  the  harbour.  Lord  Howe's 
force  was  confiderably  inferior  to  that  of  thq 
French  admiral;  confifting  only  of  fix  fhips 
of  the  line,  four  of  fifty  guns,  and  foihe  frigates ; 
but  being  amply  manned,  ably  officered,  ^.nd 
difpofed  with  judgment,  they  impatiently 
awaited  the  attack.  D'Eftaing,  however,  did 
not  hazard  the  attempt,  but  with  the  firft  fair 
wind  ftood  to  the  fouthAvard  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Delaware,  and  fteered  for  Rhode 
Ifland. 

Preparations  made  in  the  fpring  for  ex- 
pelling the  Britiih  troops,  had  been  trufirated 
by  lieutenant- colonel  Campbell  and  major. 
Eyre,  who  deftroyed  the  veffels,  (lores,  and 
timber  of  the  enemy,  and  rendered  their  artille- 
ry unferviceable  ;  and  the  Americans  were  not 
now  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  French  ad- 
miral. Lord  Howe  having  received  intelligence^ 
of  his  deftination,  appeared  off  Rhode  Ifland  ; 
but  the  two  fleets,  on  the  point  pf  engag- 
.  ing,  were  difperfed  by  a  fl:orm.  Several  fpirited 
conflifts  took  place  between  Angle  flaps,  in 
which  the  fuperiority  of  the  Britiih  mariite  was 
jlluftrioufly  maintained  by  captain  Dawfon  in 
the  Renown,  and  commodore  Hotham  in  the 
Prefl;on  ;  but  by  none  more  confpicuoufly  than 
captain  Raynor  in  the  Ifis,  of  fifty  guns,  who 
engaged  the  Cefar  of  fevcnty-four,  compelled 
her  to  feek  the  harbour  of  Bofl:on  to  refit,  and 
was  prevented  from  effefting  a  capture  only  by 
the  injuries  fuftaincd  in  his  mafts  and  rigging. 
The  Ifis  had  but  one  man  killed,  and  fifteen 
wounded ;  the  Cefar  fifty,  including  the  cap- 
tain, the  celebrated  Bougainville,  who  loft  au 

^IfiANWHIjpC 
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Meanvhile  the  attack  of  Rhode  Ifland  ^^^^' 
was  condufted  hy  general  Sullivan,   at  the    C^^' 
head  of  ten  thoufand  men,  detached  from  the      i??^.  - 
main  army.     At  the  approach  of  d'Eftaing,  9th  ^g. 
the  befieged  difmantled  and  burnt  fe^^en  Bri-  ricans  "*' 
tifli  veffels,  from  thirty-two  to  fixtecn  guns,  puifcdat 
and  concentrated  the  military  force  in  the  J^^^ 
neighbourhood  of   Newport,   which   enabled 
Sullivan  to  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
ifland.   The  Americans  formed  their  approaches 
vith  regularity  ;  but  the  return  of  d'Eftaing's 
fleet  ihattered  by  a  ftorm,  to  refit  in  Bofton 
harbour,  damped  the  fpirits  of  the  befiegers ; 
three  thoufand  deferted,  and  Sullivan,  defpair-    . 
ingof  fuccefs,  effeSed  a  judicious  and  timely  igth. 
letre^t,  checking  purfuit  by  well-fouo;ht  fkir* 
miihes,   and    gaining  the  main  land  in  the 
darknefs  of  night     His  efcape  was  truly  criti- 
cal; as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  advancing  with 
four  thoufand  men  for  the  relief  of  Rhode 
Ifland  ;  and  after  being  detained  four  days  by 
contrary  winds,  reached  the  fpbt  the  very  day 
after  it  was  evacuated. 

The  Britiih  fleet  being  reinforced,  and  ren-  septembcf, 
dered  fuperior  to  that  of  France ;  and  Byron  Lo^dHoy^ 
daily  expeded,  lord  Howe  returned  to  Eng-  S^fTo^ 
land,  leaving  the  command  to  admiral  Gam-  Gambier, 
bier. 

SiE  Henrt  Clinton,  difappointed  in  cut-  Expedition 
ting  off  the  retreat  of  the  Americans,  and  pre-  to  Buz- 
vented  by  ftormy  weather  from  completing  an  ■*^^'*  ^^^' 
aflault  which  he  projected  on  New  London,  in 
Conneflicut,  detached,  while  he  proceeded  to 
New  York,  general  Grey  on  an  expedition  to 
Buzzard's  Bay.     This  extenfive  and  important 
fervice  was  performed  with  furprifing  celerity  : 
the  troops  landed  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,     j^  ^^^ 
mi  re-cmbarkcd  by  the  enfuing  noon,  after  6th  Sept, 

J  4  deftroyirig 
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CHAPj  defiroying    feventy    fail    6f  fllipsr  in  AcccBi- 
'*^°^'^'   net  River,  numerous  ftpreh6ufes,  wharfs,  attd 


1778.  two  large  rope- walks  at  Bedford  and  Fairfiaven, 
and  a  fort  mounting  eleven  piecels  of  heavy 
cannon,  with  a  magazine'  and  baf racks.  Pro- 
(feeding  likewife  to  an  ifl^nd  called  Maftha's 
Vineyard,  they  took  or  burned  feverSl  v^flels, 
deftroyed  a  fait  wOrk,  difartned  the  inhabitants, 
and  levied  a  contribution  of  ten  thoi^fand 
iheep,  and  three  hundred  oxen,  Avith  which 
feafonable  fupply  the  fleet  returned  to  Ne^" 
York.  ., 

|oihScpt.  Another  expedition  of  ITill  more  impor- 
coioCr  °  tance  was  undertaken  againft  IJttle  Egg  har-. 
Baylor.  bour  on  the  coaft  of  New  Jeifey,  a  noted  ren- 
dezvous for  privateers,  which  commanded  all 
veffels  going  into  New  York,  To  favour  this 
exploit,  the  whole  army  was  put  in  motiort, 
and  Wafhington  being  precluded  by  his  fitua- 
tion  from  adin^  with  his  intire  force,  could 
only  fend  partial  detachmentis  to  interrupt  and 
confine  the  operations  of  the  foragers.  One 
of  thefe  detachments  occupied  the  villages  of 
Old  and  New  Tapaan  ;  a  company  of*  hoife 
commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Baylor  lying 
in  the  firft,  and  a  body  of  militia  in  the  other. 
By  a  circuitous  route,  and  cutting  off  the  Out- 
pofts  without  noife,  general  Grey  reached  Old 
Tapaan  while  the  whole  party  Were  afleep.  The 
foldiers  ruftied  in,  having  been  deprived  of 
their  flints  to  prevent  firing,  put  levefal  to 
death  with  the  bayonet,  and  took  many  pri- 
foners ;  Baylor '  himfelf  was  flightly  wounded 
and  captured  ^  Colonel  Campbell  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  have  attacked  the  other  village, 

^  The  number  of  American  privates  was  io4-*-i5  weit  kiUe^^ 
i%  left  wk)unded,  aod  59  were  taken  ptifboers. 

but 
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btt  ftdm  It  delay  of  the  boafe'  ititemled  ttflwift^  cuaw. 
port  him,  the  Americans  were  alarmed  imd  ^™^ 
cffefted  theit  efcape.  x77»- 

Whek  the  fquadron  rtaehed  Egg  harbour;    ^^  ^^ 
the  country  nra»  alarmed,  four  privateers  ^f-  Attack  on 
G^d,  aad  the  other  veflefe  were  conveyed  up  ^gs  ^^'' 
the  river.     Celerity  beiiig  of  the  utmoft  im-  ^^' 
rt)?tlmee,  the  troops  werie  landed  at  Chefmjt  ^^y,^ 
Aeck,  and  deftroyed  t^i^  priz^  veflels,  vrhir^h 
the  enemy  had  previoufty  fcottiled ;  bat  p^li- 
dence  forbad  them  to  profecttte  an  enterpriz^ 
orighially  meditated  againft  the  Forks,  where 
a  grand  depofit  of  prize  goods  was  eitabliflied/ 
Re-emb^king  they  fell  datrn  the  river,  and 
ddiroyed  three  fait  wotks,  with  fome  houle* 
and  ftores,  belonging  to  pf6prietors  of.prit^  .^ 
vftteers,  or  perfons  diftinguilbed  as  wnfelentin^ 
perfecQtors  of  tlie  loyailius.     Duri^v^- this  inter-*^  ^.^ 
ral,  a  detachment  under  captain  Fergufon/  Pulaiki's 
guided  by  the  infofmjition  of  deferters,  fur-»  i«g»oncut 
prifed  and  cut  to  pieces  a  part  of  the  legior?  opiccc** 
of  the  PoUih  count  Pulafki ;  few  efcaped,  and 
only  five  Were  made  prifoners.     On  the  returft^ 
of  the  fquadroh  to  New^  York,  the  Britifli  arm/ 
was  withdrawn  from  its  forward  pofition,  aiid 
iiotbitig  further  was  undertaken  in  this  quarter 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  Ihecommiffion-  Expcduio« 
era,  Sir  Hettry  Clinton  fen*  a  detachment  of  G^e^"^^ 
thr^  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  under  colonel 
Campbell,  to  reduce  Georgia;    'Major-genera! 
l^revoft,  the  commander  in  Eaft  Florida,  had 
long  maintained  predatory  hoftilities  againft 
this  colony,  and  now  received  ordera  to  co- 
operate with  Campbell^  who  was  fupported  by 
a  fleet  nndei-  admiral  J^arker-     A  few  days  after  Reduaw 
the  arrival  of  the  force  from  New  York,  with-  °!,f  *^*'*' 
Out  waiting  fer  intelligence  fr^m  Prevoft,  Sa- 

vannah, 


July. 
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CHAP,  v&nnah,  the  capital,  was  attacked,  and  ihough- 

XXXIV*   defended  by  the  American   general   Robert 

^7^   How  with  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  fecured  by 

many  dilficulties  of  approach,    triumphantly 

carried,    and  a  large  oooty  acquired,  ttlmoil 

without  lofs.     Soon  after  this  fplendid  adion, 

general  Prevoft  arrived,  and  affumed  the  chief 

command  ;  the  remains  of  the  provincial  army 

and  the  re-  were  driven  acrofs  the  river  into  South  Caro- 

J^*]^     Una;  great  part  of  the  colonifts  took  oaths  of 

Yince.        allegiance  to  the  king ;   rifle  companies  were 

formed,  and  prudent  meafures  adopted  for  ie* 

curing  tranquillity  and  profperity. 

In  other  parts  of  the  continent  the  difien- 
jftmc  fions  incident  to  civil  war,  aided  by  the  native 
vvv^DE.  f<5**ocity  of  the  Indians,  produced  fcenes  of  de- 
vaflation  and  barbarity.  The  fettlement  of 
Wyoming  was  formed  from  the  province  of 
Conne6iicut,  not  without  confiderable  oppofi<» 
tion  from  Penfylvania,  which  occafioned  a 
civil  war  between  the  provinces.  It  was  fitu-- 
ated  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehanna,  in  a 
moft  beautiful  country,  abounding  in  all  the 
neceffaries  of  life,  and  in  a  temperate  climate. 
To  the  rage  of  civil  claims  the  difputes  with 
Great  Britain  fuperadded  a  different  motive 
of  contention,  and  the  loyaliils  and  republi- 
cans perfecuted  each  other  with  unremitted 
rancour.  Many,  driven  from  the  fettlement^ 
on  fufpicion  of.  being,  what  their  opponents 
termed  tories,  joined  the  Indians, and  meditated 
dreadful  revenge.  A  force  of  fixteen  hundred 
favages,  and  Americans  in  difguife,  headed  by 
'  an  Indian  colonel  Butler,  and  a  half  Indiaii^f 
extraordinary  ferocity,  named  Brandt,  and 
lulling  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  by  treache- 
rous aifurances,  fuddenly  poflelfed  themfelvea 
of  two  forts,  andmaflacred  thegvrifons.  They 

next 
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lext  fucceeded  in  luring  tibe  commander  in  b hap. 
chief,  with  four  hundred  men,  into  the  woods,  ^F^^^ 
under  pretence  of  a  parley,  and  flew  all  but  1778. 
levcnty.  The.  conquerors  then  invefted  the 
priocipal  fort:  the  commandant  inquiring  the 
terms  of  furrender,  received  an  anfwerintwo 
foids,  "the  hatchet," aud  the  bloody  fcalps  of 
the  late  victims  were  fent  in  as  an  infult,  or  to 
excite  terror.  The  commandant  was  at  lad 
obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion:  and  the 
garrifonof  another  fort  called  Wilkelborough, 
in  hopes  of  obtaining  mercy,  yielded  without 
refiftance  ;  but  all  M'cre  involved  in  unfparing 
flaughter  :  the  militia  were  butchered  withcir- 
cumftances  of  refined  cruelty ;  others  were  flnit 
up  inhoufes,  and  burnt.  Dwellings,  planta- 
tions, and  ftanding  corn  were  indifcrim irately 
given  up  to  devaftation  i  even  the  brute  crea- 
tion were  maimed  and  maneled,  and  left  to  ex* 
pice  in  agonies.  The  fury  ot  perfecution  reach- 
ed its  utnnoft  height,  devices  of  torment  Wtere 
exh^ufted,  and  numerous  inAances  of  parricide 
completed  the  fcene  of  horror.' 

If  the  American  whigs*  as  they  ftyled  tham- 
felves,  cannot  be  proved  to  have  commeaced, 
they  were  never  backward  in  retaliating  thefe 
horrors.  An  expedition  was  undertaken  under 
another  colonel  Butler,  from  the  upper  parts  of 
Penfylvania,  againft  the  fettlements  of  Una- 
dilla  and  Anaquago  ;  the  inhabitants  had  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape  the  vengeance  de- 
nounced againft  them  as  friends  of  thedefti:oy- 
ers  of  Wyoming,  but  their  farms,  mills,  and 
fianding  crops  were  without  mercy  deftroyed 
and  laid  wafte.  A  detachment  from  Virginia, 
under  colonel  Clarke,  after  encountering  many 
difficulties,  invaded  fome  fettlements  planted  by 

<  $ee  Anniial  RfgUler,  17799  p.  7.  et  feq. 
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the  Canadians,  ii*Bd  coi^pelled  the  iiilttibitiMM^ 
to  take  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  Uii^d 
Slates^. 

'  The  fleet  under  Byron  was  pecHliarfy  h/i^ 
fortunate;  the  fhips  were  fcattered  by  a  ftorrti, 
^tid  arrived  fingly  or  in  fftiall  d^taehrfleirts  at- 
t^e  An^erican  ports.  When  the  arffAirsrf  htfdf 
eoUeft^d  antt  refitted  his  fquadion-,  hfe'repaire* 
to  BoflSon  for  the  porpofe  of  Wockingup  d'Ef- 
taina  but  f  empefiuous  weather  drove  him  again 
to  fea,  and  compelled  him  to  refit  at  Rhoite* 
Ifland.  D'Eftaing,  whofe  fquadron  was  com* 
pletety  repaired,  availed  himfelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  fail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  which  aft  the 
clofe  of  tlie  year  became  the  fcene  of  a^ive  en- 
terprise. 

Asfoon  as  the  inteTl?gence  of  d'Eftaing's  air- 
rival  was  authenticated,  vice  admiral  Monta- 
gue difpatched  commodore  Evans  in  the  Rom- 
ney,  with  a  party  of  artillery  and  two  hunctretf 
ttliarines  under  major  Wemys,  who  took  poffef- 
fioft-  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  Expelled  the 
French,  and  deftroyid  their  fettlcments. 

Thk  Marquis  de  Bouill^,  governor  of  Mar- 
tiniq^n*,  with  equal  facHity  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter-  of  Dominica,  but  did  not  venture  to  pro- 
ton^ his  ftay  in  the  iflatid,  or  infift  on  liich 
terms  of  capitulation  as  would  occafion  a  pro- 
trafted  treaty,  for  fear  of  being  intercepted  by 
admiral  Barrington. 

Sffi  Henry  Clinton  difpatcherf  from 
New  York  five  thoufand  troops  under  gene-* 
ral  Grey,  efcorted  by  a  ftjuadron  of  fix  (hip^ 
imder  commodore  Hotham.  They  joined 
Barrington,  but  had  fcarcely  commenced  the 
«tack  of  St.  Lucie,  before  d'Eftaing,  Math 
twelve  Ihips  of  the  line,  a  numenKis  tram  of 
frigates  and  Amefiean  armed  ibipsy  and  a  mi- 
"^  litary 
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JiUiy  £^*6e  of  inin^  fbou^suad  mesi,  piade  hi9  ^p-  chap. 
|)f^ai'9Ve^e.     He  v^s,  however/ i^pulfe<J  ^  the  .^^^^'. 
Iff^ad  Cul-iie-fac  fcy  BRrru^toa,  wjitli  oiily     177?. 
4^ee  (l^|)s  of  ;the  JiBe,  throe  ^  $fty  guH«j  wd 
Xiiyoe  frigate^,  wfao  witb  a  ikiU  find  ihravoy 
^guajiy  aiixmrable/  eSeBu^iXy    pnot^^^ed  lUie 
imofpor^,  aiKl  fashed  the  provifions,  ammuni- 
jrH]^  m^  j^res  of  the  larniy.    D'Efiaing  w^ 
jicft  more  fuccefsf  al  is  an  alfault  by  land,  malo- 
ingV  jowtly  with  de  Bouill^  and  eount  JLovienr 
4!^,  liiree  a^i^^s  on  l^he  &  itltU  force,  in  each 
of  "wittch  they  were  repiijfed  with  great  I06, 
aad  fifialiy  put  to  flight.     After  an  ina6iion  of  *trh  pec. 
lea  days  1^  dreimharked,  and  left  the  ifland  to  ^,^^^ 
its  tate;  atiirveaader  was  Uievitable,  and   the  by  the 
Bril^Oi  coB^mander  gra^t^d  fuch  liberal  terns^  £ngii(iu 
as  eiiititled  him  jfeo  tjbe  gratitude  of  tl>e  enemy. 

ThV'S  the  firft  efforts  of  France  i»  fupportqf  indigna- 
her  aew  ally  did  not  equal  ^xpeSation,     The  Am^<^$ 
Mirtliera  pFO^vinoe^  loudly  murmured  at  being  againft 
defeiited  fey  d'Eftaing.     The  expedition  again*  ^'^^"ff- 
Abode  li^cyKi  wo^ld  not  have  bee^n  undertaken 
Jb^  in  confid^nr^e  of  his  eo-pperation:  his  aban- 
^onfaenit  iwa&  formally  proii^ied  againi^,  as  a 
tra^teroufi  dereh6tioa  of  the  common  cauie,  (d^ 
]P0g^Aory  to  the  honour  of  France,  contrary  i^ 
the  intentkxa  of  his  moil  chriftian   nsiajefiyj 
defi^u^ve  to  (he  welfare  of  the  United  Statg^ 
and  highly  injurioius  to  the  alliance  betweofL 
the  two  nations/ 

The   Americans  foon  perceived    that   the  Hwp«^^» 
French,  in  efpouling  their  quarrel,  fought  only  thc'cana- 
their  own  intereft.     D'Eftaing,  when  about  to  <^an8. 
iail  for  the  Weft  Indies,  publiihed  a  proclama- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  exhorting 
them  to  renew  their  obedience  to  their  native 
fovereign;  and  Waihington,  through  the  afcen- 

'  Ramfiiy,  vol*  iu  p*  9O4 

dancy 
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CHAP,   dancy  of  the  French  part^  in  congrefs,  was 
^^°^    ftrongly  urged  to  undertake,  in  conjunftion  with 
177S.     a  French  force,  the  redudion  of  that  dominion. 
^»^K-   The  general  prudently  faw  the  danger  of  the 
toco-o^*  attempt,  and  inftead  of  communicating  his  in- 
fatcin        ftrudlions    to  La  Fayette,   asdireded  by  tlie 
^^f    committee  for  foreign  affairs,  wrote  a  long 
letter  to  congrefs,  forcibly  difplaying  the  im- 
policy of  the  projeft,  and  urging  lound  politi- 
cal and  military  reafons  againfl  its  adoption.* 
Hatred  of       ^^  the  queftion  of  French  or  Britifli  alliance 
the  Ameri-  could  have  been  fairly  fubmitted  to  the  people, 
^^^^^   divefted  of  the  tinfel  declamations  about  inde- 
Rench*      pendence,  and  merely  viewed  through  the  me- 
dium of  comparative  advafttage,  it  can  hardly 
be  doubted  that  a  great  majority  would  have 
embraced  with  joy  the  fplendidand  beneficial 
offers  of  the  parent- ftate.     All  the  art  and  force 
of  their  governors  were  infufficient  to  reflrain, 
within  the  defired  limits,  the  contempt  and 
hatred  of  the  lower  clafs  for  their  new  allies. 
Riots  occurred  at  Boilon,  and  at  Charleflo wn  in 
South  Carolina  between  the  French  and  Ame- 
rican feamen ;  and  in  fad,  independently  of  any 
remains  of  Britifh  prejudice,  no  two  races  of 
men  could  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
lefs  predifpofed  for  a  cordial  afTociation,  than 
thofe  whom  artifice,  intrigue,  and  treachery, 
had  thus  combined  in  one  caufe. 

*^  See  Waihington*(  Letters,  rol.  il.  p.  34.3. 
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CHAPTER  THE  THIRTY-FIFT H  ; 


1778 — 1779. 

State  of  the  public  mind — Difcordant  mews  of 
oppo/ttion.—  Syftem  of  lordChatham. — Pro- 
bahUity  of  his  having  intended  to  form  an^ 
admimjiration. — Public  indignation  againfi 
France. — Preparations  againjl  invafon. — 
Keppel  commands  the  grand  fleet — captures 
^^  frigates  —  returns  to  port— is  rein- 
forced.— His  engagement  with  d'Orvilliers. 
—  Public  difcu^on.— Publication  by  Sir 
Hugh   Paliifcr.  — Meeting   of  parliament 

'—the  late  naval   tranfaBions    debated. 

Altercation  between  Keppel  and  P alii fer. 

Court-martial  ordered  on  Keppel — he  is  ac- 
quitted—  rejoicings  and  outrages  of  the 
mob — the  admiral  thanked  by  both  houfes. 
— Pallifer  vacates  his  feat  and  reflgns  his 

appointments — is  tried  by  a  court  martial 

and  acquitted,  though  not  without  cenfure. 
^Keppel  dijfatisfied— reflgns  the  command 
of  the  grand  fleet. — Fojc's  motions  againfl 
lord  Sandwich.— The  earl  of  BrifloVs  motion 
for  his  removal. — Motions  refpe8ing  the 
mroy  and  Greenwich  Hojpital. — Reflgnation 
of  naval  officers.— Injfubordination  of  the 
navy .  — Debates  on  the  manifefto  of  the 
American  commiffiontrs. — Burgoyne's  mo^ 
tion  for  papers— granted.— Similar  motion 
by  Sir  JVilliam  Howe —granted.— Commit- 
tee formed — Evidence  examined.  —  Bur- 
goynii's  evidence. — Counter  evidence  to  Sir 

miliam 
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William  Howe. — Committee  dijfolved. — Af- 
fairs  of  Ireland  difcujfed.— Partial  relief 
^granted.  —  Dijfatisjaction  of  the  Irijh. — 
Non-importation  agreements.  —  Volunteer 
affociqtions,  —  Motion  by  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham. — Belief  afforded  to  protejiant 
dijenters.  —  Rupture  with  Spain. — King's 
mejfage  —  addrefs  —  amendments  moved.  — 
•  MUptia  bill--- altered  by  the  lords^pajfes  in 
.  its  amended  fiate. — Bill  for  annulling  fea- 
viens  protections.  —  Termination  oj  the 
fefiou^^Rife  and  prcgrefs  of  the  difpute 
with  SpaiiuSpmiJh embaffador  withdraws. 
— Manifejio.— Letters  of  marque  iffued. — 
French  mam/e/lo — ably  anfwered  by  Gibbon. 
'^Obfervations  on  the  conduct  of  Spain.-^ 
Siege  of  Gibraltar  cominenced. — Ineffectual 
attempt  on  Jerfey.  -^Junction  of  theFrenck 
and  Spanijh  fleet Sy^xchich  infult  the  Britifh 
coajls. 

CHAP.  ©EACE  witk  America  began  now  to  be  the 
3«xv.    A    ^bjea  of  general  defire  in  England,  but 
"T^  the  weans  ot" ^attaining,  and   UTms  of  fecur- 
Statcof     |^«  it,  ocealioned  great  diveifity  of  opinion. 
Ae^^ubiic   Yj^  T  ^  ^f  ^^^  nuniftjy  was  more  adapted  to 
reafon   than  hope  ;    it  proffeied  conceflions 
which,  if  eacly  heid  forth,  AvouJd  have  been 
ii»efiftibly  inviting,  but  tlie  Amejicaa  caufe 
feeing  not  left  ftrenuoufly  efpouled,  after  the 
affumption  of  independence  than  at  any  pre- 
vious  period  of  the  contell,  it  could  not  be 
^xpe6led  that  the  leaders  of  congrefs  would 
be  backward  in  ufing  thofe  arguments,   and 
Adhering  to  thofe  refolutions,  wiiich  were  de- 
feiwled  with  fo  much  pertinacity  in  the  capital 
Difcordant  undfenatexjf  the  mother-country-     Oppofition, 
views  of     githough  divided  in  their  fentiraents^  untted 
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in  decrying  the  meafures  of  government,  and   ^^^* 
diltreflTrng  adminiftration ;  but  could  not  form   >^s^j 
a  fyftem  of  condufl;  which   would    combine      *^7«. 
them  in  any  direft  or  attainable  projeft.,    A 
party  rather  adive  and  clamorous,  than  nume- 
rous or  popular,  were  defirous  to  concede  the 
full  extent  of  the  American  requifitions,  and 
even  to  folicit,  with  humility  approaching  to 
abje6hiefs,  a  preference  in  tne  favour  or  the 
late  dependencies  of  the  kingdom.    Another  Syftcm  of 
party  adopted  the  opinion  of  Jord  Chatham,  ^am*^ 
and  ftrenuoufly  reflfted  the  claim  of  indepen-  adhcKotii 
dence  as  fatal  to  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain^ 
The  eloquence  of  lord  Chatham,    employed 
occaiionally  for  party-purpofes,   and  procur- 
ing credence  for  exaggerated  ftatements,  had 
caufed  a  general  delufion,  from  which  even 
the  miniftry  were  not  exempt.     The  dignity  ^ 
of  the    mother-country  was  engaged  in  the 
American  conteft,  but  it  afFe6led  her  pi-ofperity 
Ids  than  the  public  could  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve. -    Lord   Chatham  deceived  himfelf  as 
much  as  others  on  this  fubjed;,  and  perhaps 
iacrificed  his  life  to  his  patriotic  feelings.     De-  ProbabUitj 
figns  were  probably  entertained  of  engaging  ffrmfng 
his  afliftance  as  head  of  an  adminiftration,  in  aamiml 
direSing  the    war,    or  giving  efficiency    to  '*^^ 
modes    of   conciliation.      Such    an  opinion, 
founded  on  the  words  of  his  laft  fpeech  in 
parliament,  was  ftrongly  maintained,  *  and  the 
meaiure  would  have  been  highly  important  iu 
reconciling  great  part  of  the  nation  to  the 
proceedings  of  government.     The  report  of 
iiich  an  intention,  created  lively  fenfations  in 
foreign  courts,  and  the  meafure  was  fuppofed 
fufficient  for  the  reftoration  of  vigour  to  the 

*  See  Lords  debates,  Sth  April  17^, 

roL.  Ill,  K  councils, 
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CHAP,  councils,  and  glory  to  the  arms  of  Great  Bil- 
XXXV.    tain.  ^    But  no  operations,  confiftent  with  the 
\y^   opinions   profeffed  by   lord   Chatham,   could 
have  reconciled  the  Americans,  unleis  abfo- 
lutely  vanquiflied,  to  the  idea  of  dependence.^ 
Indigna-         The  public  regarded,  with  due  indignation, 
amiiift       *^^  treacherous  interference  of  France.     The 
France,      poffibility  of  a  ftri6l  commercial  union,  at- 
tended with  preference,  added  to  the  defire  of 
avoiding  expence  and  bloodfhed,  and  enforced 
by  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army,  might 
have  produced  a  more  general  defire  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  America;  but 
the  thought  of  making  the  fmalleft  conceffion 
to  the  hoftile  intervention,  or  threatened  in- 
vafion  of  the  ancient  enemy  of  Great  Britain^ 
Fs«paA-     was  contemplated  with  abhorrence.     The  me- 
tions         naces   of  France,    however    unlikely    to    be 
invsSon.     realized,  occafioned  vigorous  exertions;   the 
militia  was  embodied,  camps  were  formed,  and 
the  country  refounded  with  the  clamour  of 
arms. 
Kcppel  Nor  were  the  exertions  of  the  admiralty 

Se^and*  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  furnifliing  means  to  meet  the 
icctt  approaching  exigency.  When  apprehenfions 
b^gan  to  be  entertained  of  a  rupture  with 
France,^  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  made 
application  to  admiral  Keppel,  an  officer  known 
to  be  inimical  to  miniftry,  but  whom  a  high 
reputation,  the  love  of  the  failors,  and  the  ex- 
perience   derived   from   forty    years   fervice, 

.  ^  From  private  information. 

c  On  this  fubjefl  I  may  quote  the  opinion  of  Thomas  Pain. 
<*  Deatb>^*  he  fay8>  "  has  pref^KM  to  the  memory  of  this  ftateiniaii- 
that  fame  which  he  by  living  would  have  lolh  His  plans  and 
opinions  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  would  have  been  attended 
with  as  many  evilconfequcnces,  and  as  much  reprobated  to  America> 
IS  thofe  of  lord  North."    Letter  to  the  Abb^  Rynal,  p.  64. 

4  InNoTember.177^, 

^      '  indicated 
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indicated  as  moft  fit  to  affume  the  command  chap. 
of  the  grand  fleet ;  his  appointment  was  fre-    xxxv. 
quently  mentioned  in  terms  of  high  approba-      ,771. 
tion  by  members  of  both  parties  in  parliament, 
and  when  the  hoftile  defigns  of  France  were 
indifputable,  he  was  entrufted  with  ample  dif- 
cretionary  powers  for  defence  of  the  kingdom. 
This  unlimited  confidence  was  highly  honour- 
able to  admin  iftratiou,  as  Keppel  declared  to 
the  king,  that  he  was  unacquainted  With  them 
as  miniilers ;  and  honourable  to  him,  as  he  ac- 
cepted  the   command    without   making    any 
difficulty,  or  afking  any  favour;    ferving  in 
obedience  to  the  king's  orders,  and  trufting  to 
his  majefty's  good  intentions,  and  to  his  gra- 
cious fupport  and  protection.  • 

On  his  arrival  at  Portfmouth,  before  the  Mtf.x77Sf 
king's  meflage  refpefting  France  was  delivered  ^"  *on4i-^ 
to  parliament,  he  found  only  fix  fliips  of  the 
Kne  fit  for  fervice;  during  his  fl:ay,  four  or 
five  more  arrived,  but  on  his  reprefentation, 
the  fleet  was  fpecdily  augmented  to  twenty 
fail  of  the  line,  iufficiently  equipped  ^ 

With  this  armament,   Keppel  failed  from  lithjunai 
St.    Helens,  and  foon  difcovered  two  French  17th. 
frigaties,  la  Licorne,  and  la  Belle  Poule,  recon-  ^^  ^^ 
noitring  his  fleet.     Although  war  was  not  de-  frigici, 
dared,  yet  the  admiral,  in  virtue  of  his  full 
powers,  gave  orders  to  chafe  and  conduft  them 
under  his  fl:em.    The  Licorne  failed  with  the 
fleet  during  the  night,    but  in  the  morning, 
after  attempting  to  efcape  and  firing  a  broad- 
fide,  accompanied  with  a  difcharge  of  mufke- 
try  into  the  America  man  of  war,  ftruck  her 


e  I>ckoee  of  adminlKfppe]  io  hit  Trial,  Publiil}od  by  Blanchard* 
pp.  1x2,  3,4. 

f  Idem,   p'.  i»4«  Y 

K  a  colours. 
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CHAP,  colours^  and  M'as  captured.     M.  delaClochc- 
^S^  teric,  commander  of  la  Belle  Poule,  refufed  to 
*77»*     attend  and  fpeak  to  the  Britiili  admiral,  and 
after  an  obftinate  engagement,  having  difmaftcd 
the  Arethufa,  efcaped  by  fteering  into  a  bay 
^mong  the  rocks,  and  was  towed  out  of  dan- 
ger by  boats  from  the  Ihore.     Keppel,  apprized 
from  the  papers  of  the  Licorne,  and  other  intel- 
ligence, that  anchorage  was  ordered  in  Breft 
harbour  for  thirty -two  fail  of  the  line,  and  three 
Return  to  *^^^s  the  number  of  frigates,  retired  intoPortf- 
foiu         mouth.    There  was,  however,  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  papers  and  intelligence  were  fabricated 
on  purpofe  to  deceive,  nor  did  the  admiral 
efcape  cenfure  for  difgracing  the  grand  fleet  by 
a  retreat,  without  calling  a  council  of  war. 
Scttiatioii        The  flight  of  a  Britiflx  Admiral  from  the 
of  the  pub-  coaft  of  France,  in  dread,  a  of  fuperior  fquadron, 
excited  general  indignation.    Some  inveighed 
againfl:  the  miniftry  for  extreme  negligence*; 
cuiers  reproached  the  admiral  **,  and  the  public 
prints  even  threatened  him  with  the  fate  of 


Byng*.  ^ 
July.       At  this  alarming  crifis  the  exertions  of  the 
u^im  "^"^^^^^^y   were  equal   to  the  magnitude  of 

•gaia*  impending  danger.  Lord  Sandwich  himfelf 
hauened  to  Portfmouth,  reinforced  the  grand 
fleet  with  four  fliips  of  the  line ;  Keppel  put 
to  fea,  and  was  fpeedily  ioined  by  fix  others. 
The  greater  part  of  this  force  was  in  good  con- 
dition and  well  appointed,  and  though  deflcient 
in  the  ordinary  proportion  of  frigates,  the 
admiral  did  not  hefitate  to  fail  in  purfuit  of 

ptSu         the  enemy,  who  had  already  left  Breft  ^. 

t  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  vi.  p.  133. 

^  Gibboii^t  Poitiiumous  Works,  vol.  L  p.  534* 

^  Trial  of  Admiral  Keppel,  p.  i»5« 

Hi 
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He  foon  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet,  con-  chap. 
fifting  of  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line,  with  an  ^^^, 
ample  complement  of  frigates,  under  the-  com-     1778. 
mand  of  count  d'Orvilliers.     Four  days  were  En«y/*^ 
fpent  in  manoeuvring,  to  couHtera6l  the  dil^xi^  ment  off 
fition  fliewn  by  the  enemy  to  evade  fightipg,  ^^««» 
but  at  length  a  dark  fquall  placed  the  fleets  in 
a  fituation  which  rendered  the  conflift  inevita- 
ble.  The  three  divifions  of  the  Britifli  fleet  were 
commanded  by    Keppel,   Sir  Robert  Harlanid, 
and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  :  the  French  by  d'Orvil-      '      "i 
Hers,   and  the  dues   de  Chaffault  and   Ghar-  '* 

tres.  The  engagement  took  place  off  Ulhant. 
After  feveral  evolutions,  Ihcwing  a  determina- 
tion in  the  French  commander  to  fliorten  tlie 
engagement,  he  began  the  cannonade  while 
the  Englilh  fleet  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
receive  material  injury,  and  fiom  the  pofition 
taken  by  the  French  it  was  neceflary  for  the  ' 

Britifli  ihips  in  pafling  them  to  form  the  line, 
to  receive  the  fire  of  their  whole  force.  The 
referved  fire  of  the  Britifh  fleet  did  dreadful 
execution;  but  the  French  having  in  their 
ufual  manner  dire6led  their  battery  againft 
the  rigging,  the  divifions  moll  expofed  were 
terribly  torn  and  difabled.  The  fleets  lay  on 
different  tacks,  failing  in  oppofite  direfl;ions ; 
the  engagement  lafted  near  three  hours,  at  the 
end  of  which  they  had  paffed  each  other,  and 
the  firing  ceafed.  Keppel  ufed  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  renew  the  combat :  with  fome 
difficulty  he  tacked  his  own  fliip,  but  found 
that  others  in  his  divifion  could  not  perform 
the  fame  manoeuvre ;  Sir  Robert  Harland,  whoib 
divifion  had  fuifered  lefs,  obeyed  without  dif- 
ficulty tfc  fignals  to  bear  down  into  his  wake; 
but  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  whofe  ihip  had  been 

K  3  vef  J 
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cuJkfy  -Yery.imlch  damaged,  did  nojt  loin  the  Com- 
,  ^^2^^   -mandiepinehjef.     Captain  Windfor  in  the  Fox, 
.»77^'    wa$ ,  difpatched  to  direft  the  junftion  of  Sir 
^    -    /  C  Sugh  Pallifer ;  but  hft .  engaged  in  repairing 
■r\  i^a  damages,   could  not   obey  the  order,  till 
^g    '^  night  put  a  period  to  further  attempts.     Dur- 
French  re-  Jng  the  darknefs,   the  French,   placing  three 
treat.        .frigate?  M'ith  lights  to  deceive  the  Englifli  ad- 
miral, made  fail  for  their  own  coafts,  and  were 
.by  the  next  morning  almoft  out  of  fight.     Kep- 
Keppcl  re-  -ppl  finding.purfuit  vain,  returned  to  Plymouth 
turns  to     40  j^efit,  while  d'Orvilliers  unmolefted  «jained 
^^         .th^  harbour  of  Breft.     The   Englifli   had  a 
■hundred  and  thirty-three  (lain,  and  three  hun- 
dred aod  feventy-three  Avounded;  the  lofs  of 
the  French   was   eftimated  at  two  thoufand, 
.including  killed  and  M'^ounded. 
40th  Ang.     '  THEneceffary  repairs  being  completed,  both 
oao^       fleets  again  put  to  fea.    The  French  purfuing 
TheFrench  their  former  policy  of  fhewiu^  an  oftentatious 
«voida       parade  but    avoiding  a  conrli(5l,  kept  aloof, 
Mcment.    abandoning  their  trade  to  the .  depredations  of 
Britirti  cruizers,  while  the  Eniglifli  fleets  from 
both  the  Indies  returned  unnK)lefl:ed. 
Accounts        In  defcribing  the  engagement,  the  French, 
^on'*^^^    ,in  a  ftyle  of  gafcpnade  ap|)roaching  to  bur- 
•lefque,  claimed  the  vidory,  and  expreffed  their 
utter  aftoniihment  at  finding  themfelves  in  the 
port  of  Breft,  when  they  thought  they  had 
been  many  leagues  at  fea  purfuing  theEnglifh. 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  his  difpatch,  extolled  the 
:condu6t  of  his  officers,  particularly  Sir  Robert 
/Harland  and  Sir  Hugh.  Pallifer.;  in  excufe  for 
not  renewing  the  attack,  he  urged  the  diiabled 
-ftate  of  fome  of  his  .fleet,  piajiiy  ihips  being  un- 
/ :  able  to  follow  when  he  w  ore  to  ftanH  after  the 
,  raemy : .  he  thef;efore,  to  ufe  his  own  expreflion, 

fuffered 
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fufFered  the  French  to  form  their  line  without   93^' 
molcftation,  "  thinking  they  meant  handfomely    ^^,--.J 
to  try  their  force  with  him  the  next  mora-  .    '778. 
mg. 

Such  an  apology,  for  the  want  of  complete  Public  dif. 
fuccefs  in  an  engagement  which  fixed  the  at-  ^^  ^"'' 
tention  of  all  Europe,  could  not  be  fatisfaftory 
to  the  public,  and  the  zeal  of  party  difplayed 
itfelf  in  oppofite  ftatements,  retlefting  on  the 
charadiers  of  the  two  admirals  with  all  the  fcur- 
rility  ufual  on  fuch   occafions.     Keppel  and 
Pallifer  were  of  nearly  equal  age  in  the  fervice, 
both  pupils  and  favourites  of  Sir  Charles  Saun* 
ders,   and  both  indebted  to  his   teftaraentary  . 
munificence.    Through  the  intervention  of  Sir 
Hugh,  the  negotiation  between  the  miniftry ' 
and  the  admiral  had  been  condufted  ;  no  cir» 
cumftance  before  or  fpeedily  after  the  adion 
indicated  latent  animofity,  they  returned  to 
their  ftations  with  apparent  cordiality,  but  the 
difference  of  their  political  connexions,  and 
fome  tranfa6lions  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  gave 
probability  to   a  conjefture  that  the  general 
good  of  the  fervice  was  facrificed ;  an  extrava; 
gant  and  illiberal  p4rty  feud  was   engendered, 
which  difgraced  the  naval  fervice,  and  eifeded 
the  ruin  of  a  man  as  high  in  chara6ier,  and 
able  in    his  profeflion,  as  any  oflScer  in  the 
navy. 

Although    Keppel  received  the  public  Pu^Ucttion 
approbation  of  the  admiralty,  and   was  gra-  ^^g^  Pal- 
cioufly   diftinguifhed   at  court,    yet  the  ge-  lifcr. 
neral  agitation    did   not   fubfide.     In  confe- 
quence  of  a  fcurrilous  attack  in  a  morning 
paper,  Pallifer  publifhed  a  vindication,  which 
Keppel,   though   required  by  letter,  peremp^ 
torily  refufed  to  authenticate ;  and  was  even 
(ufpe£ted  of  dilating,  or  at  leaft    revifing, 

K  4  a  reply. 
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CHAP,  a  reply*.     Pallifei  charged  his  fuperior  office^ 
XXXV.     ^Ji^h   want  of  confiftency,    conceiving  that, 
1778.     after  highly  approving  his  conduft  in  a  public 
difpatcfi,  he   could  not,   in  juftice,  refufe  to 
fcreen  his  charafter  from  wanton  and  maligr 
nant  attacks.    Keppel,  on  the  other  hand,  cou- 
fidered  his  official  approbation  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  calculated  to  prevent  the  bad  effefts 
of  difunion  in  the  fervice,  and  fubjeft  to  ex- 
planation from  the   officer   bv  whom    it  was 
conveyed  ;    he  confidered  alio  that  it  related 
merely  to  the  time  of  aftual  engagement,  and 
did  not  account  for  the  afts  of  himfeif  or  any 
other  commander,  which   fruftrated  the  well- 
founded  national  hope  of  a-  renewed  conflid:. 
When  the  exertions  of  party,  and  public  difpo- 
fition  to  inquiry  on  fo  momentous  a  bufmels, 
rendered  immediate   refponfibility   inevitable, 
Keppel  refufed  to  exculpate  the  vice-admiral, 
rather  chufing  to   criminate  him  than  ftand 
in  the  fituation  of  a  delinquent  himfeif. 
f 6th  Nor.       SucBL  was  the  ftate  of  the  difpute  on  the. 
Meeting  of  ixie^ting  of  parliament.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech, 
j^[ng™      adverted  to  the  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs ; 
^ch.       mentioned,  with  dignified  and  becoming  indig- 
nation, the  proceedings   of  France,   his   own 
defire  of  peace,  and  reluftant,  though  vigor 
rous   exertions  for  making  reprifals  and  pro- 
telling  commerce.     He  direfted  the  attention 
of  parliament  to  the  armaments  of  other  pow-» 
ers,  and  deplored  the  continuance  of  the  trou- 
bles in  America^  which  the  wifdoni  and  tem- 
perance difplayed  in  the  late  conciliatory  mea- 
fures,  had  not  brought  to  a  happy  conclullon, 

^  .See  thefe  letters  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  vii.  p.  96  s  trial  of 
4'3niiral  X>ppel,  Bkncbard'sEduion,  p.'6|  of  the  Appendix)  aad 
for  tht  fa{b^  fee  th^  trials  of  both  admiifli. 


G  EO  JIGE    III.  187 

In  debating  an  amendment  to  theaddrefs,   chap. 
Fox  introduced  the  great  naval    difpute,  by    ^^^^ 
ftating  the  king's  fpeech  to  be  unfounded  in  «^Y'" 
fad,  and  its  affertions  falfe,f  and  by  alluding  navaitnmii 
with  feverity  to  the  difgraceful  and  dangerous  aftiont 
fituation  of  the  grand  fleet,  when  the  admiral  ^?^***** 
firft  to#k  the  command,  of  a  force  inferior  by 
ten  fliips  of  the  line  to  tliat  of  the  enemy, 

TijE  fea-fight  off  Ufliant  came  more  imme-  2d  Deo. 
diately  under  inveftigation  on  prcfenting  the  ^^^^^"^ 
navy  eftimates,  when  Temple  Luttrel  obferved,  Temple 
that  the  tranfaftions  of  that  day  loudly  de*?  LuttrcU 
manded  inquiry :  Keppel  could  not  again  ferve 
with  P^llifer,  the  nation  eagerly  expcfted  in- 
veftigation ;    the  two   admirals  were    in   the 
houle,  and  ought  to  give  information,  as  well  for 
their  own  l^qnour,  as  for  the  fake  of  public 
tranquillity. 

AdmihaI'  Keppel  declared  the  glory  of  ofadmital 
the  Britilh  flag  had  not  been  tarniihed  in  i\h  ^^^w«*» 
hands :  he  impeached  no  man ;  and  was  per^- 
fuaded  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  manifeiled 
no  want  of  the  requifite  moft  effential  to  a 
Britifli  feaman— courage.  He  then  read  a  pa- 
.pCT,  defcribing  the  manner  of  his  appointment 
and  the  nature  of  his  fituation,  hoped  he  fhould 
liot  be  compelled  to  anfwer  paiticular  queflioiQ^ 
relative  to  the  aftion,  or  refpeding  individuals^ 
but  was  ready,  if  duly  required,  to  explain  his 
own  coi^dud;  either  in  that  houfe  or  elfewhere. 
Nothing  was  left  untried  to  bring  the  French 
to  a  deciflve  a6lion ;  but  unlefs  both  fquadrons 
were  equally  defirous,  it  was  impoflible.  He 
;u:knowi^ged  hisfurprife,  wbpnan  oflScer  under 
his  command  appealed  to  the  public  by  a  letter 
in  a  news-paper,  0gned  with  his  name,  when  np 
{^ccufation  was  made,  and  endeavoiued  by  fuch 
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CHAP,  means  to  render  his  fuperior  odious  arid  dcf- 
^^^  picable.  He  refolved  never  again  to  fet  his  foot 
3f778.  on  board  a  fliip  with  that  officer,  becaufe  his 
conduft  was  fatal  to  all  obedience  and  all 
command. 
OfPallifer.  SirHugh  PALLisERfaid,  he  was  no  lefs  in- 
different than  his  fuperior  officer  to  inquiry  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  his  intereft  to  defire  it. 
He  cenfured  the  admirtil's  referve,  and  wifhed 
him  to  deliver  his  opinions  without  difguife, 
that  a  full  anfwer  might  be  given.  If  the 
news-paper  publication  was  imprudent  or 
wrong,  Sir  Hugh  alone  mull  bear  the  confe- 
quences  ;  but  he  complained  that  while  juftice 
was  rendered  to  his  courage,  he  was  calumni- 
ated for  being  deficient  in  other  refpefts  as  an 
officer.  An  unauthenticated  infmuation  of 
negleftof  duty  was  more  injurious,  becaufe  more 
difficult  entirely  to  remove,  thail  any  direct 
crimination  ;  and  he  had  ineffe6lually  fouojht 
an  ex:planation  from  the  commander  in  chief. 
He  had  reluftantly  appealed  to  the'public,  and 
ftated  fafts  by  which  he  would  ftand  or  fall. 
Sir  Hugh  denied  that  he  had  refufed  to  obey 
fignals,  and  treated  all  low  infinuations,  and 
fceming  tendernefs,  with  contempt ;  confcious 
of  his  innocence,  he  feared  neither  reports  nor 
affertions,  neither  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  nor 
a  public  trial. 
Keppd's  A'DM^iRAL  Keppel  tho tight  the  appeal  to 
ftply.  the  public  fully  juftified  his  refolutiori  not  again 
to  fail  with  the  vice-admiral,  and  afleited  that 
the  fignal  for  coming  into  the  Viftory's  wake, 
was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
till  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  did  not  charge  the  vice-admiral  with 
aftual  difobedicncc, 

^  SiH 
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ft 

Sir  Hugh  Palliser immediately  prefent-  c  hap. 
ed  charges  at  the  admiralty  againft  Keppel,    ^^^ 
upon  which  a  court-martial  was  ordered.     The      i77«. 
compliance  with   this    requifition  occafioned  ^^^i 
parliamentary  animadverfion,  and  aftrong  me-  ordtredon 
morial  to  the  kinsr,   fubfcribed   by  twelve  ad*-  Kcppei. 

Temple  Luttrel  moved  an  addrefs  for  30th. 
tte  trial  of  Pallifer,  which  only  renewed  the  Luttrci't 
altercation  between  the  two  officers.  Pallifer  ™^**^°' 
accufed  his  opponent  of  ad;ing  in  an  unbecom- 
ing manner,  attributed  the  accufation  he  had 
preferred  to  the  neceffity  of  vindicating  his 
flandered  character,  and  deplored  the  breach  of 
their  long  intimacy.  Keppel  retorted  with 
afperity,  charging  the  vice-admiral  with  mu- 
tiny, and  thanking  God,  that  in  the  approach- 
ing court-martial  he  was  not  the  accufer,  but 
the  accufed.  The  tide  of  popularity  ran  vio- 
lently in  favour  of  the  admiral ;  every  fentence 
of  his  fpeech  was  received  with  applaufe,  while 
Pallifer  was  cenfured  for  confpi ring  with  other 
members  of  administration  to  ruin  his  fuperior 
officer.  In  thefe  proceedings  the  oppofition 
difplayed  all  the  violence  and  rancour  of  party^; 
BO  art  was  left  uneffayed  to  influence  the  pub- 
lic opinion  in  favour  of  Keppel,  who  was  treat- 
ed with  a  proftrate  homage,  rarely  ihewn  to 
thofe  who  achieve  important  conquefts,  and 
was  confidered  as  a  facrifice  to  the  ineptitude 
of  adminiflration.  On  account  of  his  health, 
an  a6i  was  pafled  for  enabling  the  court-mar-r 
(ial  to  fit  onihore,  and  the  wai'rant  for  his  trial 

*  See  thf  memorial  in  the  Remembniiicery  vol.  tii.  p.  a8S.  Tb^ 
|bbicnber«  were  lord  Hawkey  admiral  MowK»  the  dake  of  Bolton  f 
admirals  Graves,  Pigotv  and  Harland  i  the  earl  of  Briftol ;  admirals 
Yoong,  Burton,  and  Geary  5  lord  Shuldbam,  and  admiral  Gay« 
fpa. 
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CHAP,  was  comprized  ii>  words  of  tendernefs  and  rc- 

,779.  Five  charges  were  preferred  againft  him,  fum- 

TtivJ^-  *o  med  up  in  a  general  propofition,  that  he  loft  by 
^gppe|t,*    mifc6ndu6l  and  negleft  a  glorious  opportunity 
trial  t         of  rendering  a  moft  eflential  fervice  to  the  ftate, 
and  had  tarnifhed  the  honour  of  the'Britifli 
navy.  After  fitting  affiduoufly  thirty-two  day s> 
AwJ.         the  court-martial,  by  an  unanimous  verdift,  ful 
•^^"**        ly  and  honourably  acquitted  the  admiral,  af 
firming,  that  far  from  having  fuUiedthe  honour 
of  the  navy,  he  had  aded  as  became  a  judi* 
KQoicmgft   cious,  brave,  and  experienced  officer.     On  this 
llllmcfthc  acquittal  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter 
'mah.         were  illuminated  two  fucceffive  nights,  in  con- 
«tth  Feb.    fwmity  to  the  injunctions  of  a  mob,  who  flie  wed 
their  refentment  againft  thofe  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  perfecutors  of  Keppel,  by  aAs  of  out- 
rage.    The  houfe   of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  was 
bjoke  open,  and  the  furniture  deftroyed,  and  he 
himfelf  was  burnt  in  effigy .     The  dwellings  of 
lord  George  Germaine  and  lord  North  were 
fubje6ted  to  the  infults  of  the  populace;  the 
gates  of  the  admiralty  were  thrown  down,  and 
the  windows  demoliflied ;  and  the  houfes  of  cap- 
tain Hood  and  lord  Mulgrave,  whofe  evidence 
gave  uipbrage  to  the  friends  of  Keppel,  were 
expofed  tofimilar  ravages.     The  city  not  only 
illuminated  the  manfion-houie  and  the  monu-- 
ment^  but  voted  thanks   to  the  admiral,  and 
prefented  him  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  in 
an  oak  box. 
'?a*f1>        Poth    houfes  of   parliament    alfo    voted 
ILcppcT      thanks  to  the  acquitted  admiral,  for  the  con- 
thanktdby  du€t  which  had  occafioned  his  trial:    in  the 
^^§^^      houfe  of  commons  only  one  voice  was  raifed 

M  See  ParliasicnUry  Regifter,  vol.  xi«  p.  2081. 
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in  diflent;*  in  the  lords  the  fuiFrages  were  CHAP, 
unanimous.  ^^^ 

The  acquittal  of  Keppel  feeined  to  fix  a     1779. 
ftigma  on  the  charafter  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer:  ^"^'^^^^ 
he  therefore  demanded  a  court-martial,   and  fi^^nd 
with  due  magnanimity  refigned  his  feat  at  the  «^«n»  ^ 
admiralty  board,  his  rank  of  colonel  of  ma-  |2«Stof " 
lines,  and  government  of  Scarborongh  Caftle,  i9chF€li. 
and  vacated  his  feat  in  parliament;  retaining 
only  his  appointment  of  vice-admiral.    This 
voluntary  iacrifice  fruilrated  a  motion  which 
Fox  meditated  for  his  removal* 

Admiral  Keppel,  though  called  on  by  the  xftth  April 
admiralty,  having  refufed  to  bring  any  accu-  ^^ 
iktion  againil  Pallifer, '  the  warrant  for  his  trial  He  Is  triej 
was  founded  on  a  general  ullegation  of  matters  ^y  «5«irt. 
difclofed  during  the  late  proceedings.     Keppel  ^ 

was,  however,  a  'principal  witnefs ,  the  court- 
martial  fat  one-and-twenty  days,  when  they  Andic 
declared  the  behaviour  of  Pallifer  in  many  re-  V*"^ 
fpeds  exemplary  and  meritorious ; ''  tliey  could  wUhouc 
not  help  thinking  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  cenfiire. 
have  made  known  to  the  commander  in  chief 
the  difabled  ftate  of  his  own  ill ip,  which  he 
might  have  done  by  the  Fox  at  the  time  fhd 
joined  him,  or  by  other  means ;  notwithllandr 
mg  this  omiffion,  they  thought  him  not  in  any 
other  refped  chargeable  with  mifconduft  or 
miibehaviour,  and  therefore  acquitted  him." 

Sucu  was  the  refult  of  this  ill-judged  con-  ThepiWc 
teft:  thofe  who  in  their  predilection  for  ad-  ^caifab^ 
miral  Keppel  raihly  thought  that  his  popularity 
would  (land  on  a  baib  as  permanent  as  the^ 
odium  againil  his  opponent  was  extenfi  ve^  founds 
themfelves  grievoufly  deceived  j  the  public  re- 

•  This  diflTentient was  *Mr,  Sturt.    Stedman,  vol.  ii.  p.  it. 

»  Set  Li:ttert  01^  tbU  fMbjc^.  PariianKmarj  R^Uber,  vol.  xn 

fleding 
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CHAP,  fleeting  on  all  circumftances,  inferred  from  the 
XXXV.    declaration  of  both  parties  that,  "  a  proud  day 
"^ij^^    for  England  had  been  loft ;"  and  they  foon  be- 
gan to  dif CO ver  that,  granting  all  the  mifcondud 
imputed  to  Pallifer  to  have   been  true,  it  was 
not  fufficient  to  prevent  the  important  conlc- 
Kcppcidif-  guences  they  had  a  right  to  expert.  The  admiral 
coutentcd.    ^^^^  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
was   direfled  to  refunie  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  was  difpleafed  with  his  reception  at  court 
**^5"fl^^*  and  various  other  circumftances,  and  refigned 
^^^'^^^  ^^'  the  command.'  Notwithftanding  the  merits  of 
his  charafter,  and  the  importance  of  his  pad 
fervices,  the  public  voice  was  never  raifed  to 
require  his  reftoration.      Various  intemperate 
motions  in  both  houfes,  perfonally  refpedingthe 
two  admirals,  were  attended  with  no  important 
refults;  the  curiofity  of  the  people  foon  lan- 
guiflied,  and  the  fubjeft  fell  into  complete  dif- 
regard. 
FMc*6va.        During  this  conteft  feveral  motions  were 
wm\oM      made  in  both  houfes,  tending  to  impeach  the 
againft       Gondu6l  of  the  admiraltv,  and  paiticularly  of 
^^^^'  its  firftlord.     Fox  conduded  thefe  attacks  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.     For  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  decifion  on  theftate  ofthearma- 
xjdFeb.     ment  Avhich  failed  under  admiral  Keppel,  he 
moved  for  copies  of  all   letters  received  by 
government,    containing  intelligence  relative 
to  the  force  under  d'Orvilliers ;  but  the  pro- 
pofition  was  rejected  on  the  ufual  allegation, 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  difclofe  the  means  of 
information.' 
3d  March.      The  papers  found  on  board  the  Pallas  and 
Licorne  were,  however,  prefented  to  parlia- 
ment; and  on  them  Fox  founded  amotion  that 

1 11+  to  J7. 
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tbe  fending  admiral  Kq)pel,  in  Junelaft,  toa  CHAP, 
fiation  off  the  coaft  of  France,  with  a  fquadron  32^^  ' 
of  twenty  ihips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,     ^^7f 
when  a  French  fleet  of  thirty-two  (hips  of  the 
line,  with  a  great  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
Breft,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea,  was  a  meafure 
greatly  hazarding  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom, 
without  profpeft  of  adequate  advantage.     He 
at  the  fame  time  announced  his  intention  of 
following  this  motion  with  another  for  remov- 
ing the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,    and  inti- 
mated that  the  fa6is  he  had  {lated  were  fuf- 
ficient  to  warrant  a  parliamentary  impeach* 
ment.  , 

According  to  the  captured  papers,  the 
French  government  had  iflued  orders  to  provide 
anchorage  for  twenty -feven  fail  of  the  line,  and 
announced  that  five  more  would  be  fpeedily  in. 
readinefs.  The  flatements  in  admiral  KeppoFs 
defence,  relative  to  the  mode  of  his  appointment 
to  the  command,  and  the  condition  in  which  he 
found  the  fleet,  were  alfo  read. 

Admiral  Keppkl  was  required  to  give 
perfoual  teftimony  on  the  fubje^,  which  he 
prefaced  by  a  few  obfervations  on  the  delicacy . 
of  his  fltuation;  he  avowed  the  fa6ts  flated  in 
his  defence,  refpeding  the  condition  of  the  fleet 
on  his  repairing  to  Portfmouth  in  March,  but 
acknowledged  the  fubfequent  exertions  of  the 
admiralty  board  to  be  highly  meritorious.  He 
was  never  more  diflrefled  than  when,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  information  acquired  from  the 
Pallas  and  Licorne,  he  was  compelled  for  the 
firfi  time  to  turn  his  back  on  the  enemy. 

LoBD  North  and  lord  Mulgrave  defended 
the  conduS;  of  government.  The  written  do- 
cuments, they  faid,  were  loofe,  indefinite,  with- 


out  date,  and  did  nob  pioya  the  exigence  of 

the 
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CHAP,  the  Alps  for  which  they  requh'ed  anchorage 
^^^  but  rather  the  contrary,  and  admiral  Keppcl'd 
«779-  evidence  was  of  no  weight,  being  founded  only 
on  the  information  derived  from  thefe  vague  and 
deceitful  papers.  The  teftimony  refpefting  the' 
ftate  of  the  fleet  in  March  was  extraneous,  as 
the  motion  was  limited  to  June,  and  official 
documents  proved  that  in  July  forty-eight  or 
forty-nine  fail  of  the  line  were  ready  tot  ferVice* 
When  Keppel  failed  with  twenty  ihips,  d'Or- 
villiers  did  not  venture  to  encounter  him,  but 
remained  at  Breft  till  the  eighth  of  July,  and 
notwithftanding  the  admiral's  return,  his  fail- 
ing produced  the  advantage  of  facilitating  the 
arrival  of  the  homeward-hound  fleets.  The 
retreat  was  however  cenfurable,  being  founded 
on  falfe  information,  and  adopted  without 
calling  a  council  of  officere. 

Keppel  made  feveral  explanatory  replies  ; 
he  urged  that  the  infoimation  obtained  from 
the  French  frigates  was  proved  true,  by  the 
engagement  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  July ; 
when  the  very  (hips,  manned  and  armed  as 
defcribed  in  thofe  papers,  were  oppofed  to  his 
fquadron.  Although  he  had  not  fonnallv 
called  a  coiincil,  yet  he  confulted  feveral  of- 
ficers individually,  who  concurred  in  return- 
ing to  port;  and  if  he  omitted  that  compliment 
to  lord  Mulgrave,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
lleet,  it  was  only  becaufe  fuch  young  men,  in 
their  eagemefs  to  fight,  overlooked  every  con- 
iideration  of  prudence.  The  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. ' 
|ch  hbofp  AsiMiLAR  fate  attended  another  propofitioi^ 
pffered  by  Fox,  aflSrming,  "  that  at  the  com^ 
]Diiqiicemeut  of  hoflilities  with  France^  the  fiatf 

of 
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of  the  navy  was  unequal  to  what  the  houfe  chaf. 
and  the  nation  were  led  to  expefil,  as  well  from   ^^ 
the  declarations  of  minifters,  as  from  tlie  large     X779- 
grants  of  money,   and  increafe  of  debt,  and 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  fo  important 
acrifis."    In  fupport  of  this  motion  he  reviewed 
the  conduct  and  declarations  of  minifters,  in- 
ferring as  an  alternative,  that  they  were  either 
ignorant  or  treacherous.     "  If  ignorant,  who 
would  truft  his  deareft  and  neareft  concerns 
to  fuch  men  ?    If  treacherous,  where  was  the 
perfon  mad  enough  to  confide  in  them  r  For- 
tune, and  not  the  judgment  of  minifters,  had 
faved  the  country  from  deftrudion." 

Loud  Mulgrave  iliewed  the  fuperior 
management  of  the  navy  in  the  prefent,  to 
any  previous  period.  He  denied  that  fortune 
had  been  peculiarly  favourable  to  this  country ; 
France  had  been  mved  from  deftruftion  by^  a 
lucceffiou  of  efcapes  as  extraordinary  as  un- 
expeded.  D'Orvilliers  had  efcaped  from  Kep- 
pel ;  D'Eftaing  from  lord  Howe  off  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  afterwards  from  Byron  to  the  Weft 
Indies.  Frofn  the  nature  of  the  government, 
the  firft  efforts  of  France  were  always  more 
vigorous  than  ours,  which  the  frame  of  our 
conftitution  rendered  dilatory  and  languid. 
When  that  impediment  was  removed,  we  had 
always  proved  viftorious.  Our  force  would 
daily  increafe,  while  theirs,  having  attained  the 
meridian^  would  decline. 

Admiral  KEPt>EL  was  a  diftinguilhed  op- 
ponent of  adminiftration ;  and  lord  Howe  fup- 
ported  the  fame  caufe,  by  affirming  he  was 
deceivedinto  his  command,  and  deceived  wiiile 
he  retained  it;  tired  and  difgafted,  he  obtained 
permiffion  to  refign,  and  would  have  returaed, 
nad  not  the  prefence  of  a  fuperior  enemy  in 
VOL.  III.  L  tbc 
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CHAP,  the  American  feas  prevented  him,  till  the  period 

J2^J^*  of  Byron's  arrival.  RecolleAing  what  he  felt 
X779'  and  fufFered,  he  would  never  return  to  a  fitua- 
tion  which  might  terminate  in  equal  ill-treat- 
ment, mortification,  and  difguft.  Paft  expe- 
rience had  fufficiently  convinced  him,  that 
befides  rifking  his  honour  and  profeflional  cha- 
racter, he  could,  under  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion,  render  no  eflential  fervices  to  his  country^* 

xxdMar.  RETURNING  to  his  fubjeft,  Fox  movcd, 
that  the  omiffion  to  reinforce  lord  Howe 
before  June  laft;  and  the  not  fending  a 
fleet  to  the  Mediterranean,  were  inftances  of 
mifconducl  and  negleft.  He  made  thefe 
motions  for  the  avoNved  purpofe  of  involving 
adminiftration  in  an  inextricable  dilemma  ; 
his  lall  propofition  flood  on'  the  fuppofition 
that  the  navy  was  inadequate ;  that  being 
negatived,  he  fliould  purfue  the  line  implied 
in  the  negation,  though  he-  knew  it  was 
untrue,  and  argue  as  if  the  pavy  had  been 
adequate. 

The  difcuffion  was  rather  perfonal  than  of 
public  importance;  lord  Nortn  attacking  his 
opponent  with  fprightly  raillery,  on  his  avowed 
refolution  to  argue  on  a  principle  he  knew  to 
be  falle.  The  firft  propofition  was  negatived  ;' 
the  other  withdrawn  Avithoutdivifion. 

f^th  Apr.  After  the  Ealler  reccfs,  Fox  made  his  pro- 
mifed  motion,  for  diflTmilfing  lord  Sandwich 
from  his  majefty's  prefence  and  councils  for 
ever.  In  fupporting  it,  no  new  argument  or 
fa6l  was  adduced.  The  infufliciency  of  Kcp- 
pePs  fquadron,  the  coolnefs  fliewn  to  that  of- 
ficer, the  confpimcy  of  miniftei's  againft  his  life, 

*  The  divifion  on  a  motion  for  the  prerioua  queilion  wat  174  oa 
the  aiiirmativey  to  24.6  on  the  negatixo. 

'  «oj  to  135. 
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and   their   duplicity  towards  him  on   every   chap. 
occafion,  were  unfparingly  advanced.      The    xxxv. 
proceedings  of  the  fleets  in  all  parts  of  the      1779^ 
globe  were  reviewed,  their    fucceflfes   under- 
valued, and  their  failures  or  difappointments 
exaggerated. 

Lord  Mulgrave  profefled  aftonifhment, 
that  after  fo  many  detedions,  Mr.  r'ox  fhould 
perfevere  in  his  endeavours  to  perfuade  the 
noufe,  that  certain  aflertion?,  of  which  he  ad- 
vanced not  a  fingle  proof,  were  fa6ts,  when  moft 
of  them  had  been  proved  unfounded.  Lord 
Sandwich,  inltead  of  cenfure,  merited  great 
praife  for  his  official  condu6t.  When  he  was 
raifed  to  the  chief  poll  at  the  admiralty,  there 
was  not  a  year's  timber  in  any  of  the  yards, 
no  (lores  in  the  arfenals,  and  the  whole  navy 
in  a  perifhing  ftate.  By  his  activity  and  faga-  . 
city  he  had  broken  a  mercantile  combination ; 
each  yard  now  contained  timber  fufficient  for 
three  years  confumption ;  the  arfenals  were 
full  of  ftores ;  the  navy  had  a  greater  number 
of  large  ihips  than  at  any  previous  period ; 
and  was  not  only  in  a  refpectable,  but  in  a 
flourilhing  ftate.  This  teftimony  was  fully 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Boyle  Walfingham,  and  the 
motion  was  rejected.** 

A  SIMILAR  effort  for  the  removal  of  lord  *i«* April. 
Sandwich,  was  made  by  the  earl  of  Briftol,  M'ho  his°rcTOo.°'^ 
in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length  and  ability,  vai  by  the 
attempted  to  Ihew  that  the  naval  fervice  was  ^{^^ 
negleded  in  all  its  departments ;  the  national 
treafure  fliamcfully  I'quandered,  and  no  ade- 
quate provifion  made  for  defence  ;   the  navy 
had  rapidly  decayed  fince  the  refignation  of 
lord  Hawke,  while  the  expence  had  increafed 
beyond  all  precedent. 

*  tai  to  11?; 

L  '^  Lord 
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CHAP.      Lord  Sandwicji  obfcrved  that  he  was  not 
^j^^^   folely,  but  jointly  refponfible  for  the  employ- 
1779*     ment  of  the  naval  force ;   which  was  deter- 
mined in' the  cabinet,  and  finally  fandioned  by 
the  king.  He  was  anfwerable  only  for  the  ufe  or 
abufe  of  thenieans  placed  peculiarly  in  hishands. 
He  juftified  the  increafe  of  expence,  by  ftating 
tlie  increafed  magnitude  of  the  fhrps  in'tlieroyal 
navy,  and  accounted  for  temporary  wants,  by 
referring  to  the   firds   in  the  dock-yards  at 
t^ortfmouth  and  Chatham.    The  ftores  were 
nearly  fix  times  as  great  as  during  the  pre- 
fidency  of  his  predeceflbr;  the  fliips  at  that 
period  being  built  with  green  timber,  were 
moftly  rotten,  and  unfit  for  fervice,  whereas 
they  were  now  confl:rufted  of  the  befl:  materials^ 
and  highly  equipped.     The  motion  being  ne- 
gatived ;*  a  fliort  protefl:  was  figned  by  twenty- 
five  peers,  and  one  of  confiderable  length, 
containing  a  recapitulation  of  his  reafons,  by 
thq  earl  jyf  BriftoL 
MotieM         Other  topics,  collaterally  relating  to  the 
wfpcaing    navy,  were  difcuffed  in  both  houfes,  with  no 
MdGrcen-  ^^^^  Warmth  and  eagenicfs.    Temple  Luttrcl 
wich         moved,  unfuccefsfully,  for  a  committee  on  the 

?ftf  it.  ^^P^^  ^^^^y  ^^  ^^  Britiih  fleet,  and  to  confider 
the  means  of  feafoning  and  preparing   the 
timber  in  the  dock-yards.     In  the  houfe   of 
lords,  the  duke  of  Richmond  made   feveral 
motions,  and  examined  many  witnefles,  tend- 
kigto  prove  the  mifmanagement  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  and  feflefting  on  the  perfonal  charac- 
ter of  lord  Sandwich. 
Kcfigni-         These  repeated  attacks  were  part  of  a  grand 
*»2?*°^      fyfl«m,  for  clogging  the  wheels  of  gGterfiment^ 
^    ^*'      announced  by  the  leaders  of  oppofition  at  the 

»  yS  to  8S(^ 
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beginjAng  of  the  feflion ;   the  proje6l  was  not  €  h  A  F. 
coined  in  its  effe€i  to  the  legiflative  body ;  ,^^^^ 
feveral  officers  of  hieh  rank  retufed  to  ferve     1779- 
under  the  prefent  adminiilration}  and  it  was 
reported,  that  twenty  naval  captains  meditated 
the   dangerous   refolution  of  reiigning  in  a 
body  :  fuch  difpofitions  could  not  be  confined 
to  tiie  fuperior  clafs  ;   infubordination  became  infubonii-. 
truly   alarming,  and   before  the  end  of  the  «»t^nin 
feflioii,  fymptoms  of  mutiny  appeared  on  board  ^  ^  "*^^* 
the  grand  fleet  at  Torbay,  and  were  with  dif- 
ficulty fuppreffed. 

While  fuch  violent  debates,  attended  with  Debateion 
fuch  alarming  eifeds,  were  maintained  refped-  fejt  "of  the 
ing  the  navy,  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  America,  American 
and  other  fubie£is  conne6led  with  the  army,  were  ^^^f 
agitated  with  no  lefs  heat.    The  manifefto  of   ^  ^^^  ^^^ 
the  commiiTioners  on  quitting  that  continent,  Dec.  177S. 
gave  rife  to  motions  by  Mr.  Coke,  and  the  mar^ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  for  addreffin^  the  king 
to  exprefs  difapprobation  of  the  tnreatening 
paragraphs.      The  fpeeches  of  oppoiition  in 
both  houfes  were  rather  declamatory  than  ar- 
gumentative, and  the  debates  extremely  deful- 
tory.     The  miniftry,  expreffing  furprife  at  the 
perverfenefs  of  their  opponents,  denied  that  the 
proclamation  contained  menaces  which  were 
not  founded  on  the  ancient  ufages  of  war,  and 
juftified  by  views  of  felf-prefervation.     The 
motions  were  rejefted  by  large  majorities ; ' 
thirty-one  peers  protefted. 

General  Burgotke  by  his  previous  con-r  Parriam«« 
da&j  as  well  as  by  his  mode  of  oppofition  in  ^^ 
parliament,  fiilly  juftified  the  opinion  of  Wa(h-  ^nenA 
mgton,  who  in  a  letter  to  con^efs  on  the  pro-  Burgoyne. 
priety  of  terminating  his  abfence  on  parole, 

r  In  the  houfe  of  commons^  209  to  si^.    In  the  hoofe  of  lords 

L  3  confidered 
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CHAP,  confidered  him  in  his  prefent  frame  of  mind^ 
3^^    not  hoftile  to,  but  rather  as  an  ally  of  America.* 
»^78.     In  oppofing  the  addrefs,  Burgoyne  deplored 
i6thNov.    ^j^^  condition  of  the  country,  which  exhibit- 
ed every  fymptom  of  immediate  diffolution. 
Her  ftruggles,  if  fuch  in  their  weakiiefs  they 
Ihould  be  called,  appeared  the  laft  ftruggles 
for  exiflence.     He  feverely  cenfured  the  con- 
duct of  adniiniftration,  and  trufted  the  time 
#  was  not  remote,  when  the  voice  of  the  country, 

and  the  light  of  truth,  would  pierce  the  gloomy 
atmofphcre  that  enwrapt  the  throne,  and  Ihew 
Hismotion  things  as  they  were.     In  a  few  days  afterwards 
papers,  j^^  moved  that  all  the  letters  written  by  him- 
felf  and   other   commanders  to   government, 
fince  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  ihould  be 
Granted,     j^id  before  the  houfe,  which  was  granted  with- 
out oppofition. 
4th Dec.         Sjr  WiLLTAM  HowE  adopted  a  line  of 
motion^sby  couducl  fomcwhat  fimilar,  but  more  moderate. 
SirWii-     He  complained  of  the  disregard  of  his  recom- 
liamHowc,  niendations,  the  rellraints  impofed  on  his  ex- 
ertions in  America,  and  the  neglcfl;  of  fupply- 
ing  him   with   inftruttions.      He   exculpated 
from  thefe  cenfures  lord  North,  but  laid  ac- 
cumulated blame  on  lord  George  Germaine, 
under  Avhofc  conduct  he  was  fure  the  war  would 
17  Feb.      never  be  advantageoufly  conducied.     He  alfo 
GiamcJ.     obtained,  by  a  motion,    copies  of  all  lettei-s 
between  him   and  the  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
America,  during  the  period  of  his  command. 
a-^thApr.       The  houfe  being  formed  into  a  committee 
Committee  qu  the  American  war,  Sir  William  Howe  entered 
*^""^        into  a  long  defence,  tracing  every  important 
Oep  he  had  taken,  and  endeavouring  to  fhew 
that  he  had  never  been  remifs  in  his  endeavours, 

»  See  Waihington's  Letters,  vol.il.  p.  3$3« 

rarely 
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rtrely  wrong  in  his  judgment ;  and  if,  on  fome  chap. 
occafions,  he  had  failed  to  realife  the  fanguine    xxxv. 
hopes  of  the  country,  he  had  executed  as  much      ,77^. 
as  could  be  reafonably  expefted,  and  liad  been 
reftrained  by  political  reafons,  which  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  difclofe,  from  profecuting 
fome  of  his  viftories  to  the  greateft  advantage. 
In  conclufion,  he  propofed  to  examine  witnellfes 
in  fupportof  his  oblervations. 

Although  the  miniftry  had  not  obje6te(t 
to  the  delicacy  of  fentiment,  which  induced 
the  general  to  prefs  on  the  honfe  a  vindication 
of  his  condu6i,  they  could  not  regard  with 
indifference  an  attempt  to  eftablilli  by  evi- 
dence, fads  gratuitoully  ftated;  fafts,  which  if 
defigned  to  exculpate  the  general,  were  only 
heard  through  complailjince,  as  no  criminatory 
motion  or  proceeding  exifted ;  or  if  intended 
to  fubjeft  the  miniftry  to  cenlure,  ought  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  fpecific  charge.  The  mo-  » 
tion  for  receiving  evidence,  after  many  eftbrts 
at  amendment,  was  negatived  ;  but  as  the  jdMay. 
committee  was  not  formally  dilfolved,  and 
great  obloquy  was  thrown  on  adminiftralion 
for  appearing  to  evade  inquiry,  it  vas  after- 
wards fuifered  to  pafs. 

The  examinations  were  defisfned  not  merely  Evidence 
to  eludicate  the  condu6l  of  general  Howe,  but  **^"'*'**^' 
to  efiablifli  enlarged  principles  relative  to  the 
future  events  of  the  Avar.     They  tended  to 
prove  that  the  force  employed  in  America,  was 
at  no  time  adequate  to  the  fubjugation  of  the 
country;  nor,  indeed,  could  any  other  force, 
prove  fuccefsful,  while  the  inhabitants  were 
averfe  to  the  Brrtifh  government.     From  this 
circumftance,  and  the  nature  of  the  countiy, 
covered  with  wood,  and  interfered  with  ravines, 
the  troops  could  not  a6i;  at  any  confiderable 

L  4  diftance 
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CHAP,  diilance  from  the  fleet,  and  their  operation* 

^^^^    were  accordingly  flow,  and  fubjed  to  interrup* 

1779.     tion.     General  Howe's  conduct  was  flrenuoufly 

defended ;  and  feveral  officers,  particularly  lord 

CoiTiwallis  and  general  Grey,  fpoke  in  the 

highefl:  terms  of  the  perfonal  affediion  witl^ 

which  he  was  regarded  by  the  whole  army. 

ijthMay.       From  the  uncxpcftcd  latitude  which  thefe 

^^idpnoe'     examinations  had  aflumed,  the  miniftry  found 

ocdefed.     themfelves  under  the  neceflity  of  appealing  to 

counter-evidence  to  difprove  fome  of  the  ftate- 

ments.     Accordingly,  Mr.  de  Grey  moved  for 

a  fummops  direfting  the  attendance  of  ten  wit-^ 

nefles,  which  occafioned  violent  exclamations. 

on  the  part  of  oppofition.     Burke  decried  the 

proceeding  as  irregular  and  unfair ;  miuifters, 

he  faid,  affeAed  to  applaud  the  military  conduft 

of  Sir  William  Howe,  and  now,  by  a  fide-wind, 

in  a  late  ftage  of  the  examination,  endeavourecl 

to  invalidate  and  defeat  evidence  which  they 

could  not  pretend  to  dilljelieve.     Againft  thia 

mode  of  argument  the  former  declarations  of 

the  fame  party,  were  fuccefsfuUy  urged ;  they 

had  begged  only  for  inquiry;    if  the  inquiry 

proved  merely  e.v parte,  that  would  be  the  fault 

of  adminiftration;  they'might  call  evidence  iu 

their  own  defence,  if  they  deemed  it  neceflary ; 

but  now,  thefe  improper  objections  were  raifed. 

The  American  fecretary  declared  he  had  no 

difpofition  to  accufe  general  Howe ;   he  prin-f 

cipally  defired  evidence  to  difprove  the  ftate-? 

ment,  that  Ameri/:a  was  almoil  unanimous  iq 

refifting  the  claims  of  Great  Britain.      Fox, 

triumphing  in   the  apparent  llrength  of  the 

teftimony  already  given,  contemptuoufly  rer 

commended  that  no  oppofition  fliould  be  made 

to  the  production  of  fuither  information,  from 

every  quarter^  and  tlirough  ever  channel ;  h\x\ 
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Burke  would  not  acquiefce,  and  when  the  names  c  h  ap« 
of  the  parties  intended  for  examination  were   c^^ 
read,  reviled  them  as  refugees,  and  cuftom-houfe     « 7  79- ' 
officers.     The  motion  was,  however,  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

During  this  interval,  general  Burgoyne  pro-  iBthMay 
ceeded  in  the  examination  of  his  witneffes ;  gur!^^**"^ 
they  uniformly  proved,  that  in  his  unfortu-  goyne*i 
nate  expedition,  he  had  afted  with  uniform  ^^^a 
bravery  and  ikill,  and  endeared  himfelf  to  his 
whole  army.     Thefe  fa6is  were  never  denied,        ' 
and  therefore  no  endeavour  was  made  to  im- 
peach  them. 

The  counter-evidence  on  SirWilliam  Howe's  ^A  June, 
inquiiy,    aiferted    that   the  Americans    were  cvWm^"" 
by  no  means   unanimous  in  their  oppofition  rcfpeaing 
to  the  Britiih  government,  and  nothing  but  fj^^^ 
the  moft  egregious  negleft  in  the  commander 
in  chief,  could  have  enabled  congrefs  to  retain, 
a  fingle  adherent.    The  force  placed  at  his 
difpofal  was  fully  futhcient  to  effe6l  the  real 
purpofe  of  his  miffion,  which  was  not  the  con- 
queft  of  America,  but  the  grant  of  protedioa 
to  thofe  who  would  join  the  Britifh  force;  and, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  the  ftrength  of  the 
country  was  not  lefs  favourable  to  the  English 
than  to  the  American  general.     Mr.  Jofeph 
Galloway,*  one  of  the  two  witneffes  examined, 
was   extremely  fevere  in  his  cenfures  of  Sir 
William  Howe, 

The  general  expreffed  great  difapprobation  *+thJ«Mi 
at  the  effea  of  this  teftimony,  which  W  giv-  ^***«*°«t 
ing  undue  weight  to  the  opinions   of  indi- 
viduals, was  calculated  to  injure  his  charadei^ 
with  the  public ;  he  therefore  required  permif- 

*  Late  fpeaJcer  of  the  Penfjlvsinian  aflembly,  and  author  of  fevertf 
aUe  mm!  weU-wfineA  pamphicu  on  the  fabjedl  of  the  American 
war. 

Hon 
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CHAP,  fion  to  call  new  evidence.    This  propofition  was 

^^^^..^^   ftrongly  refifted,  the  intent  of  the  examination 

1779'     being  not  to  affeft  the  general,  whom  no  man 

had  accufed,  but  to  clear  the  condu^  of  ad- 

miniftration,  which  he  had  loudly  cenfured. 

»9th.  At  his  requeft,  however,  Mr.  Galloway  was 
directed  to  attend  again  for  crofs-examination; 
but  on  the  day  appointed,  the  general  was  not 
in  the  houfe,  and  after  waiting  fome  time,  Mr. 

Committee  R.  Whitworth  moved  to  adjourn.     Both  par- 

joth^^ '  *'^s  ^^^^^  ^^^^  wearied  and  difgufted  ;  the  oppo- 
fition,  the  firft  movers  in  the  bufinefs,  were 
convinced  it  could  not  tend  to  the  'advan- 
tage they  expected,  and  adminiftration  having 
only  meant  to  exculpate  themfelves,  had  no 
longer  any  objeft  to  purfue  ;  the  motion  was 
therefore  carried  without  debate ;  and  thus 
the  committee  expired,  M^ithout  forming  any 
refolutien.  The  next  day  general  Howe  com- 
laincd  of  furprife,  he  attended  the  houfe,  he 
aid,  at  four  o'clock,  not  expefting  the  diflblu- 
fion  of  the  committee  at  fo  early  an  hour;  he 
^ad  no  intention  of  putting  further  queffions 
to  Mr.  Galloway,  but  meant  to  have  preffed 
liis  former  requeft  for  the  examination  of  new 
witnelTes.  A  debate  of  fome  acrimony  enfued, 
in  confequcnce  of  a  peremptory  demand,  from 
both  Sir  M'illinni  and  lord  Howe,  of  an  exprefs 
ftatement,  whether  the  conduft  of  the  general 
furnifhed  caufe  of  crimination :    the  minifiers 

f  refufed  a  reply,  but  did  not  difavowthe  fpeech 

of  earl  Nugeiit,  who  declared  that  no  charge 
was  ever  intended;  the  general' and  his  bro- 
ther had  the  approbation  of  their  fovereign ; 
iio  Confidence  was  withdrawn,  and,  if  offered, 
their  ferviccs  would  be  accepted. 

i6th  Dec.    ,    An  objefl;  of  confideration  no  lefs  important 

Affki^s'of  *nd  cmbarraffmg,  prefented  itfelf  to  the  confi- 

Ircland         *      •'  Ucration 

diicufied. 
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deration  of  parliament,  when  earl  Nugent,  ear-   chap. 
ly  in  the  feffion,  dvtw  a  deplorable  piclure  of   xxxv. 
the  calamites  and  diftrefles  of  the  lower  clafs      1779. 
of  people  in  Ireland,  and  lord  Newhaven  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for   a  bill, 
allowing  a  general  expoilation  from  that  coun- 
try of  all  merchandizes  except  woollens.     The 
prohibition  of  commerce   with  America,   he 
laid,  had  driven  the  manufaftiirers  and  labour- 
ers to  unexampled  diftrefs,  lowered  the  value 
of  lands,  prevented  the  payment  of  rents,  and 
endangered  the  exiftence  of  the  fifter  kingdom. 

Pua.su I NG  his  original  plan,  .earl  Nugent  19th Jan, 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  the 
cftablilliment  of  a  cotton  rnanufa&ory  in  Ire? 
land,  with  leave  of  export  to  Great  Britain, 
and  of  an  open  trade    in  that  branch  with 
America,  the  Weft  India  iilands,  and  Africa. 
A  committee  was  afterwards  formed  on  the  xoth  Mar* 
motion  of  lord  Newhaven,  for  taking   into 
confideration  the  a6ls  of  parliament  relating 
to  the  importation  of  fugars  to  Ireland ;  but 
Jio  effeftual  progrefs  Avas  made.     The  intended  i«tK 
relief  was  counteracted  by  the  oppofition  of  ^Hf^ 
many  mercantile  and   manufaduring  towns,  granted, 
and  eventually  amounted  only  to  a  pecuniary 
grant,  in  confequence  of  a  royal  melfage,  and 
two  acts  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  tobacco . 
and  hemp,  and  the  manufacture  of  linen. 

The  merchants  of  DubUn  exprefled  indigna-  i6tb  Apr* 
tion  at   "  tlie  unjuft,  illiberal,  and  impolitic  j^o[f*of  ^ 
oppofition  of  felf-interefted  people  in  Great  iiiih. 
Britain,  to  the  encouragement  of  their  com- 
merce.    Such  oppofition  originated  in  avarice 
and  ingratitude  ;  and  they   refolved,  neither 
direftly  nor  indirectly,  to  import  or  ufe  any  Non-im- 
BritiJh  goods,  which   could    be  produced   or  J^ree-"*" 
manufdftured  in  Ireland,  till  an  enlightened  mcnt. 

and 
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CHAP,   and  juft  policy  /hould  appear  to  a^luate  thoft 
,w-ps^    who  had  taken  fo  a6live  a  part  in  oppofing  the 
^779-      rejynlations  in  favour  of  the  trade  of  Ireland.** 
This  example  was  followed  by  feveral  counties 
and  towns,  particularly  Cork,  Kilkenny,  WJck- 
low,  ami  Rofcommon. 
Woiunttor       A  ivTORE  cfFeftive  meafure  than  the  vote  of 
'  an  affembly  at  Dublin,  was  the  eftabliiliment 
of  armed  corps  of  volunteers,  which  now  bcr 
gan  to  prevail  throughout  the  country.     A 
rumour  of  French  invafion,  and  the  diminution 
of  the  national  force  by  drafts  for  American 
fcrvice,  fuf  jiifihed  a  motive  for  thefe  affociations, 
which  were  countenanced  by  the  mo(l  eminent 
chara&ers,  and  armed,  difcipUned,    and   ac? 
coutred  at  their  own  expence.     Government 
knew  not  how  to  regidate  the  conduct  of  the  afr 
ibciated  bodies,  but  fur veyed  them  with  alarm, 
as  a  new  power  introduced  into  a  community 
already  fufficiently  difficult  to  govern, 
ffth  May.      W«EN  the  houfc  of  commons  had  ccafed  to, 
^uS*^'    difciifs  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  the  marqui«  of 
Koddng.    Rockingham   introduced   the  fubjecl    in  the 
*«"»>        lords,  by  moving  an  addrefs  for  fucn  documents 
l^atng^"   relative  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  as  would  enable 
JreJaod.      the  national  wifdom  to  purfue  eifedlual  roea^ 
fures  for   promoting    the    common    ftrength, 
wealth,  and  commerce  of  both  kingdoms.     He 
reviewed,  with  general  difapprobation,  the  con* 
du6>.  of  the  revenue,  trade,  and  government,     j 
toth  civil  and  military,  fince   1755;  and  in- 
veighed againft  the  miniftry  for  fuftering  the 
late  military  affociations;  the  neceffity  fof  thenj 
fhould  have  been    prevented,   or  the  pebple 
fliould  have  been  legally  commillioned  and  en- 
abled to  take  arms.     Such  affociations  would 
probably  repel  invafion,   but  the  fame  fpirit 
might  be  exerted  in  refifting  oppreffion  and  in^ 

juftice. 
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jnfiice.    The  addrefs  was  agreed  to,   but  at-   cmap« 
though  two  fubfequent  debates  arofe,  no  effec-    ^^^^^xv, 
tual  meafure  was  adopted ;  the  miniftry,  however,      1 77,. 
entered  into  an  implied  agreement  to  prepare,  *7h  May 
during  the  recefs,  a  fatisfaftory  plan  of  relief,       jJInc! 

A  bill  brought  into  thehoufe  of  commons  by  imhMar, 
Mr.  Frederick  Montague,  in  confequence  of  a*  ^^lirf  af- 
motion  by  Sir  Henry  Hou^iton,  fof  further  re*  5)^^^ 
licfof  Proteftant  diflenting  minifters  andfchool-  diflcmw^ 
mailers,  pafled  after  feveral  debates,  in  which  ^^^  ^* 
the  nature  of  religious  liberty,  and  principles    ' 
of  toleration,  were  amply  difcuffed.     The  qucf- 
tian  was  fairly  and  ably  argued,  and  extremes 
were  aroided  in  the  decifion,  though  advanced 
itt  debate.     Wilkes  reprobated  every  fpecies  of 
wfigious  reftraint,  and  Dunning  argued  againfl 
the  only  teftriftion  the  bill  yet  contained,  that 
of  requiring  perfons  who  preached  in  public,  or 
undertook  the  education  of  youthy  to  declare 
then-  belief  in  the  doftrines  of  Chriftianity,  as 
eibiblilhed  by  the  holy  fcriptures.     He  con-« 
tended  that  even  fuch  a  teft  might  be  produc- 
tive of  €vil ;    for  thofe  who  could  not  fign  it 
vould  be  liable  to  the  penal  flatutes  ftill  in 
force ;  and  if  one  fingle  profecution  arofe,  in- 
ftead  of  being  a  bill  for  relief,  it  would  be  an 
aft  of  oppreiiion.     Sir  William  Bagot,  Sir  Ro- 
ger Xewdigate,  and  a  few  others,  oppofed  the 
general  principle  of  the  bill  as  injurious  to  the 
eftabliflicd  religion  ;    lord  North  commended    * 
its  tolerating  principle  as  perfeftly  confiftent 
vith  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  the  difpolition 
pf  the  whole  bench  of  bifliops ;  the  telt  pro- 
pofed  was  fuch  as  no  Chriftian  and  Proteftant 
difienter  could  refufe  to  fign.      As  to  deifts, 
and  perfons  denying  the  Trinity,  or  profelling 
other   Angular  religious  opinions,    not  being 
dther  Chriftiaus  or  Proteftants,  the  bill  had  no- 
thing 
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CHAP,  thing  to  do  with  them  ;    hut  if  the  ftate  could 
XXXV.    not  recrulatc,  it  liad  a  ria:ht  to  iniard  a<>:ainft 
1779-      authorizing  men  to  teach  fuch  notions.     No 
report  is  preferved  of  any  debate  in  the  houfe 
of  lords. 
i6th  Tunc.      At  a  late  period  of  the  fcflion,  when    no 
Rupture     further  hufinels  was  expected,  lord  North  in- 
anLunccd.  ^^^'^"ned   the  houfe   of   commons,   that  count 
d  'Almodovar,  the  Spanifli  enibaflador,  had  with- 
drawn from  London,   after  dcH\'ering  to  the- 
fecretary  of  ftate  a  manifcfto,   which,  with  a 
inefl'age  from  tlie  king,  m  ould  he  delivered  to 
parliament  on  tlie  morrow.     This  information 
occafioned   fcveral    animated  philippics  from 
oppofition,  decrying  the  ignorance  and  delufion 
of  minifters,  and  threatening  exemplary  punifli- 
nient.     A  motion  by  Burke  for  a  committee 
on  the  ftate  of  the  nation  was,  however,  at  the 
inllance  of  his  om'u  friends,  m  ithdrawn. 
,^j^,  The  king's  meflage  declared  an  uniform  and 

King'$  fincere  defire  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendly . 
mcflagc.  intercourfe .with  the  court  of  Spain;  good  faith, 
honour,  and  juftice  alone  had  guided  his  con- 
due!*!,  and  he  faw  with  furprife  the  grievances 
alleged  in  juftification  of  intended  hoftilit}', 
all  which  were  mifreprefented,  or  had  never 
before  been  imparted.  He  relied  therefore  on 
tlie  zeal  and  fpirit  of  parliament,  for  means  to 
defeat  the  enterprizes  of  his  enemies,  againft 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights  and  iu- 
terefts  of  the  nation. 
Addrcffcs.  In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  addrefs  was 
unanimoully  acceded  to,  but  lord  John  Caven- 
difli  inefteCtually  moved  a  fecond  addrefs,  re- 
quiring the  king  to  collect  his  fleets  and 
armies,  and  to  exert  the  whole  force  of  the 
kingdom  againft  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.'' 

k  Loft  by  156  to  So. 
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ly  the  upper  lioufe,  the  earl  of  Abingdon  chap. 

declared  he  would  never  affent  to  any  fuch    xxxv, 
addrefs ;    but  would,  though  (ingle,  divide  the      1779, 
houfe,  till  the  grievances  of  the  people  were  Amcnd- 
redreffed  by  the  expulfion  of   the  minifters,  ^^1)^^ 
who  had  wantonly,  openly,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  majefty  of  the  people  of  England,  notpnly 
broken  down  the  fences  of  the  conftitution, 
but  had  now  left  the  country  expofed  to  ravage, 
and  threatened  wi  th  deftrudion.     He  moved  an 
amendment,  praying  for  a  change  of  fyftein^ 
vhich  was  neceffary  to  unite  the  people,  and 
preferve  the  empire. 

Although  the  duke  of  Richmond  requefled 
him  to  withdraw  this  motion,  lord  Abingdon 
perfifted  in  taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  by 
whom  it  was  rejefted.*    The  duke  then  pro-  / 

pofed  a  fecond  amendment,  not  materially  diffe-  / 
rent  in  fubftance,  though  better  arranged,  which 
he  fupported  by  a  long  fpeech,  decrying  the- 
conduft  of  adminiftration,  as  tending  to  create 
civil  war  in  every  part  of  the  Britiih  dominions. 
He  M^as  ably  fuftained  by  lord  Shelburne.  The 
miniftry  did  not  enter  into  the  wide  field  of 
argument  to  which  they  were  challenged,  but 
contented  themfelves  with  anfwering  a  few 
perfonal  refle6tions,  and  with  brief  remarks  on 
ihe  occafion  of  the  meifage.  The  duke,  in  reply, 
declared  the  real  aim  of  his  amendment  to  be 
tiie  witlidrawiug  of  the  troops  from  America, 
lor  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  His  mo- 
tion was  loft/  but  a  long  proteft  was  fiibfcrlbed  Protcft, 
by  twenty  peers. 

On'e  of  the  meafures  propofed  by  adminif-  atft  June, 
tration,  for  efficacious  defence  in  the  approach-  f'^.i^'"* 
ing  crifis,  was  a  bill  for  increaling  the  militia 

«  62  to  »j.  **  57  to  32. 

to 
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CHAP,  to  ahumber  not  exceeding  its  prefent  amount 
^,^^^'  doubled,  and  enabling  individuals  to  raife  loyal 
4779-  corps.  This  bill  was  combated  in  all  its  ftages, 
as  indicltive  of  national  weaknefs,  oppreffive  to 
the  country,  and  imprafticable.  The  minifter 
declared  it  was  not  his  wifli  to  purfue  the 
meafur^  with  obftinacy ;  but  fubmitted  it  to 
the  Judgment  of  the  houfe.  During  the  pro- 
grew  of  the  bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  Sir 
Grey  Cooper,  for  limiting  the  number  of  mi- 
litia incorporated  by  ballot,  to  fifteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty -four;  and  the  com- 
pliance of  the  minifter,  was  only  prevented  by 
the  remonftrances  of  hJs  friends,  that  fuch  a 
dereli6Hon  of  his  original  plan,  would  be  a 
triumph  to  his  opponents,  already  too  apt  to 
ftigmatize  his  want  of  firmnefs.  The  bill  paffed 
the  houfe  of  commons,  according  to  tlie  ori- 
ginal proje6l,  but  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  the 

Ai***{d"b    c^^^^  ^^3'^'J"g  the  king  to  double  the  militia 
the  lords/  w^  rejeftcd  by  a  confiderable  majority.* 
sd  July.         ^^  ^^  being  returned  in  tliis  ftate  to  the 
Gaffes  in     houfe  of  Commous,  the  minifl:er  was  fliarply 
laftate!^*  upbraided  for  the  want  of  unanimity  in  the  ca- 
binet, while  he  fo  conftantly  recommended  una- 
nimity to  the  houfe.    He  defended  himfelf  M'ith 
great  ability,  obferving,  that  as  minifter  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  he  had  not  thought  it  ne- 
Geflary,  before  he  introduced  the  meafurc,  *to 
confult  thofe,  who  not  being  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  had  no  conftitaents  to  fupport  tlic 
burthen  ;   but  when  the  members  of  the  upper 
houfe,  who  were  lords  lieutenants  of  counties, 
took  the  propofition  into  their  confideration, 
they  rejefted  it  as  imprafli cable.     Although 
he  did  not  agree  in  their  judgment,  he  could 

c  39  to  2«. 
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not  coiilroul  it ;  his  own  experience  in  the  county  chap. 
where  he  was  lord  lieutenant,  induced  him  to  re-  ^2^^ 
commend  the  meafure ;  but  his  experience  could     '77f  • 
not  regulate  the  opinion  of  the  peers.     What 
remained  of  the  bill  was  highly  important  to 
the  public  fenace,  and,  waving  every  confide- 
ration  of  pride,  he  was  willing  to  accept  the 
power  of  augmenting  the  national  force  by 
volunteer  corps,  even  as  **  crumbs  falling  from 
the  table  of  their  lordfhips." 

The  houfe  was  twice  divided,  in  confequencc 
of  attempts  to  rejefl;  the  bill,  as  a  money-bill, 
unconftitutionally  amended  by  the  lords,  but 
thefe  efforts  were  ineiFedual/  •• 

At  a  late  hour  in  the  night,  after  the  debate  iJ,^  !""*• 
on  the  militia,  Wedderburne  moved  to  bring  anuiiing 
in  a  bill  for  removing  difficulties  in  manning  protcaiont 
the  navy,  by  refuming  proteftions  granted  to 
certain  defcriptions  of  feamen,  watermen  and 
their  apprentices,  and  by  depriving  of  their 
right  to  a  habeas  corpus,  all  perfons  of  thofe 
claiTes  who  had  been  impreffed  fince  the  day 
when  the  royal  meffage  refpefting  Spain  was 
delivered  to  the  houfe.  His  motive  for  mak- 
ing this  motion  at  fo  late  an  hour,  was  that  the 
effeft  might  not  be  prevented  by  difclofure, 
and  that  an  ample  fupply  of  feamen  might, 
•  without  impediment,  be  obtained  for  the  grand 
fleet  The  principle  of  the  bill  did  not  efcape 
fevere  animadverfion,  as  a  violation  of  thofe 
rights  of  prote6lion,  which  were  not  lefs  facred, 
defined,  and  inviolate  than  thofe  by  which  life 
and  property  were  enjoyed ;  and  the  manner 
and  time  of  introducing  the  meafure  were 
inveighed  againfl  as  pitiful,  fneaking  and  trea- 

f  The  numbers  werCi  on  the  firft  6}  to  45  :    on  the  (econd  5r 
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CHAP,  clierous,  like    a  mul-night  irruption   into  a 
^^mL/   dwelling-hottfe   for  the   purpofe    of  plunder^ 
>779-     but  with  a  determination  to  commit  murder 
49th  Tunc,  r^tli^r  tl^3,n  ahandon  the  fpoil.     The  bill,  how- 
Proteits.     ever,  pafled  both  houfes,  after  violent  debates  ; 
•a  proteft  was  entered  againft  the  refufal  to  adopt 
fome  propofed  amendments,  figned   by  four- 
teen, and  another  againft  tlie  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  a6J:,  figned  by  four  peers. 
3* July,         The  felfion  was  conchided  by  afpeech  from 
^on'^fthc  ^^^  throne,  thanking  parliament  for  their  zeal 
feffion.       in  fupport  of  the  war,  and  their  attention  to 
Ireland ;    the  king's  paternal  affe6tion  for  all 
his  people,  making  him  fuigularly  anxious  for 
the  happincfs  and  profperity  of  every  part  of 
his  dominions.     The  events  of  the  war  had 
not  afforded  Franco  any  juft  caufe  to  triumph 
in  the  confequences  of  perfidy;  and  whatever 
colour  Spain  might  endeavour  to  put  on  her 
proceedings,  his  majefty  was  confcious  of  hav- 
ing no  caufe  for  felf-reproach ;  he  exulted  in 
the  demonftrations  of  loyalty   and    affeftion 
difplayed  in  parliament,  and  confidered  it  a 
happy  mnen  of  fuccefs  in  arms,  that  the  increafe 
of  diflficulties  ferved  only    to    augment  the 
courage  and  conftancy  of  the  nation. 
Ilifeaind         From    the   moment    that    hoftilities    with 
g^grcTsof  Pi-ance  became  apparent,  many  politicians  fan-* 
with  Spain,  guiucly  prcdiftcd  that  Spain  would  interfere  : 
•  on  general  principles,  this  fuppofition  was  far 
from  felf  evident,  and  the  particular  circuni- 
'  fiances  of  the  cafe  warranted  a  contrary  con- 
clufion.     If  the  probability  of  war  was  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  family  compaft,  and  the  natural 
difpoiition  of  Spain  to  concur  in  humbling  the 
pride  and  diminifhing  the  profperity  of  Great 
Britain,  the  natuae  of  the  American    contcft 
aflbrded  too  many  alarming  topics  of  appli- 
^  '  cation 
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cation  to  permit^ the  fuppofition  that  Spain  chap. 
would  readily  engage  in  the  caufe.  vS^^^j 

Th£  treaty  between  France  and  America  was  1771. 
fo  fuddenly  concluded,  that  Spain  could  not  be 
confulted,  and  therefore,  at  the  beginning  of 
hoftiJities,  the  court  of  Madrid,  without  affeft- 
ing  tojuftify  France,  was  anxious  to  reftore 
tranquillity,  and  voluntarily  offered  her  me- 
diation. The  marquis  d'Almadovar,  who  de-  17*^  J«n«j 
livered  his  credentials  as  embaffador  to  the  *^^** 
court  of  London  after  the  capture  of  the 
French  frigates  by  admiral  Keppel,  gave  the 
ftrongeft  affurances  of  his  catholic  majefty's 
defire  to  promote  harmony,  and  cement  the 
union  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  by  all 
properties.  The  embafladorobferved,  that  he 
had  received  his  inftruftions  anterior  to  the  late 
tranfackions  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  but  had  no  rea- 
fon  to '  believe  that  event  M'-ould  change  the 
difpofition  of  his  court.  France,  neverthelefs, 
confidently  with  her  ufual  policy,  affiduoufly 
circulated  reports  that  Spain  would  accede  to 
the  treaty  with  America,  and  had  authorifed  • 
M.  d'Arandato  complete  the  tranfaftion.' 

At  feveral  conferences  with  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  the  Spanifli  embaffador  urged  the  folici- 
tude  of  his  royal  matter  to  aft  as  mediator  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  and  preffed 
for  fome  propofal  from  the  Britifli  court,  in- 
finuating  that  the  intended  good  offices  were 
ncglefted.  Lord  Weymouth  acquitted  himfelf 
of  this  charge  by  obferving  that  Spain  had  not 
propofed  to  mediate,  but  merely  profeffed  au 
inclination  to  receive  an  application  from  either 
power.    Although  -France  had  offered  an  un- 

<  Letter  from  lord  Weymouth  to  lord  Grantham^  nil  July, 

H  S  expiated 
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CHAP,  expiated  infult  to  Great  Britain,  flill  his  ma- 

^^  J^^y  ^^^  earneftly  defirous  of  peace,  but  could 
^77^'  not,  confiftently  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
folicit  the  interference  of  a  foreign  court,  till 
the  views  and  intentions  of  France,  the  aggrel- 
for,  were  known.  Thefe  converfations  were 
far  from  iniprefling  a  notion  that  Spain  fought 
a  quarrel,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  fubjefts 
difcnlfed  was  the  means  of  forming  a  more  in- 
timate commercial  conneftion.^ 

afthSept.  In  compliance  with  the  intimation  of  lord 
Weymouth,  a  paper  was  delivered  on  the  part  of 
his  catholic  majefty,  offering  to  commence  a 
negotiation  wherein  the  dignity  of  neither 
crown  Ihoald  ftem  affefted  by  making  the  firft 
advance,  and  therefore  propofed  that  each 
court  iliould  remit  to  Madrid  a  ftate  of  its 
views  and  expeftations,  tlie  king  of  Spain  pro- 
pofing  to  commu-nicate  to  each  the  propofition 

»7th  oa.  of  the  other.  The  anfwer  of  the  Britilh  court 
was  comprized  in  a  fingle  article :  "  Whenever 
France  ihould  withdraw  all  aiViflance  and  fup- 
port  from  America,  notwithftanding  the  unpro- 
voked aggreflion,  the  king  would  be  ready  to 
reftore  peace,  and  re-eftablilh  amity  and  har- 
mony." France  demanded  that  the  king  fliould 
acknowledge  the  abfolute  independence  of  the 
thirtecFi  provinces,  cede  all  their  teiTitories  in 
his  pofleffion,  and  withdraw  all  his  forces.  When 
thefc  preliminaries  were  complied  with,  France 
propofed  to  fettle  and  explain  various  points  in 
former  treaties,  the  previous  difcuffionof  which 
would  be  ufelefs  and  difficult. 

jithNov,  I^  imparting  this  propofal  the  king  of  Spain 
hoped,  notwithftanding  the  wide  difference 
between  the  fentiments  of  Great  Britain  and 

>>  Letter  from  lord  Weymouth  to  lord  Grantham^  i  jth  September^ 
1778. 

France, 
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France,  to  find  means  of  adjuftment,  and  in  a  chap. 
fubfequent  difpatch  requefted  a  revilion  of  the  vj^^* 
article  propofed  by  the  Britiih  court,  and  the     »77«. 
adoption  of  fome  expedient  or  temperament,  ^^     ^^' 
more  adapted  to  reconciliation.  This  t  he  Britifli  ^9^  Dec. 
miniftry  unanimoufly  rejected.     France,  they 
obferved,  manifefted  no  defire  of  peace,  but,  by 
infiftingon  theindependence  of  America,  fought 
oaly  to  perfeft  the  blow  ihe  had  attempted  to 
ftriice. 

Both  courts  perfifting  in  their  original  fenti-  *d  Jan. 
ments,  the  king  of  Spain,  as  an  accommodating  '^^** 
expedient,  propofed  three  plans  :  Firft,  a  truce 
with  the  colonies  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years, 
during  which  a  peace  might  be  negotiated,  and 
in  tlie  meantime  the  points  in  djfpute  between 
the  courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  might  alfo 
be  adjufted.  Secondly,  a  truce  with  France, 
including  thecoIonies«  Thirdly,  an  indefinite 
truce  with  the  colonies  and  France,  which  yet 
Ihould  not  terminate  without  a  year's  previous 
notice,  during  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  three  parties  might  meet  in  congrefs,  with  a 
fourth  from  the  court  of  Madrid  to  mediate. 
Such  a  convention  might  be  figned  by  the  Ame- 
rican deputies  at  PMis/ubfpe  rati,  the  French 
court  employ  its  good  offices  to  obtain  the  rati- 
fication; and  the  crowns  of  Spain  and  France 
guarantee  the  ftipulations.  In  the  meantime  the 
colonies  were  to  trade  freely  with  all  the  world, 
and  maintain  independence  V/ey^So ;  fuch  as  it 
wa5fuppofedthekiQg!s  commiflioners  had  power 
to  offer  tb^m ;  the  Britiih  forces  were  to  be 
witlulrawn,  or  at  lead  much  reduced,  and  their 
communications  with  the  country  regulated. 

In  a  long  and  well  compofed  anfwer  to  this  ^6thMar. 
propofitioD,  the  Britiih  miniftry  reviewed  the 
whole  conduct  and  prctenfious  of  France,  ex- 

u  3  pofed 


166  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

c  H  AP.    pofed  the  perfidy  which  diftated  an  interference 
XXXV.    in  the  conteft,  the  fallacy  of  the  pretences  ad- 
^779*      vanced  during  the  negotiation,  and  the  futility 
of  their  arguments  when  they  alleged  their  own 
hoftilities  as  the  fource  of  their  apprehenfions, 
and  their  apprehenfions  as  the  fource  of  their 
hoftihties.     Confidering  the  plans  propofed  by 
Spain  as  fliorfly  and  generally  ftatea,  according 
to  the  nature  of  an  overture,  they  were.analyfed 
with  freedom,  and  the  confequences  accurately 
deduced.  The  grant  of  a  truce  for  five^and- 
twenty  or  thirty  years,  or  for  an  indefinite  term, 
not  to  be  determined  without  a  year's  notice,  ac- 
companied with  an  ev^acuation  of  the  provinces 
(for  nothing  lefs  could  meet  the  terms  propofed) 
and  a  free  trade,  would,  in  fa6^,  be  fo  effectual  a 
couceffion  of  independence,  that  nothing  could 
prevent  the  Americans  from  attaining  thatftate, 
fhould  the  treaty  terminate  unfavourably.    It 
would  be  fuch  a.  dereliftion  of  all   right  of 
government,  fuch  afanclion  of  all  pall  proceed- 
ings in  the  colonies,  as  would  reduce  his  ma- 
jefty's  faithful  fubjefts  to  the  condition  of  rebels, 
and  prevent  any  interference  on  their  behalf. 
The  degradation  of  Great  Britain  would  alfo 
be  complete,  for  the  king  muft  treat  with  France 
for  iiiiducing  the  colonies  to  accede ;  the  Ame- 
rican deputies  m  ight  fign  the  treaty  Jub  fpe  rati^ 
but  the  good  oflSces  of  France  muft  be  exerted 
to  procure  the  ratification.     After  renouncing, 
or  rather   transferring    to  the   congrefs   and 
France,  for  fo  long  a  time,  the  allegiance  and 
.  loyalty  of  his  faithful  fubjefts,  his  majefty  was 
to  treat  with  congrefs  for  the  furrender  of  their 
public  charafter  and  government,   and   with 
.France  for  her  concurrence  in  fuch  a  meafure, 
ai)4  at  the  fame  time  for  her  peculiar  interefts, 

confifting 
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confifting  in  unfpecificd  dcinands.  Thefe,  what-    chap. 
ever  they  might  be,  muft  doubtlefs  be  adjulted  s.^^^^ 
before  France  would  concur  in  difl'olving  thofe      '779' 
ftates  with  whom  Ihe  had  contrafted  alliance 
and  amity,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  her 
own  points;  but  as  ihe  neither  fpecified  her 
own  objefts,  nor  the  endeavours  ihe  'U  ould  ufe 
to  re-eitabliih  the  Britiih  conftitution  in  Ame- 
rica, the  acceptance  of  fuch  a  truce  could  only 
be  viewed   as  an  abfolute,  if  not  a  diftinft 
ceflion  of  all  riuhts  of  the  Briti/li  crown  in  the 
thirteen  colonics,  under  the  additional  difad- 
vantaq:e  of  makins:  it  to  the  French  rather 
than  to  the  Americans  themfelvcs. 

To  remove  all  doubts  from  the  mind  of  the 
king  of  Spain  refpefting  the  points  on  which 
he  might  employ  his  good  offices,  the  Britiili 
miniftry  fuggeiled  that  France  ihould  propofe  < 
her  grievances,  jealouiies,  or  demands.  Great 
Britain  would  then  give  an  anfwer  equally  ex- 
plicit; or,  a  truce  of  fufficient  duration  niight 
be  made  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
for  the  adjuftment  of  their  rival  prctenfions  by 
the  good  offices  of  his  catholic  majcfly.  And 
to  obviate  every  pretence  for  continuing  hof- 
tilities  on  the  fide  of  North  America,  the  infur- 
geiits  might  alfo  propofe  their  grievances,  and 
the  terxns  of  fecurity  and  precaution  on  which 
lescal  s^oveitimeht  miiiht  be  reftored.  Or  a 
truce  might  alfo  take  place  in  North  America, 
that  is,  a  real  truce,  an  aftual  fufpcniion  of  hof- 
tilities,  during  which  the  liberty  and  property 
of  all  orders  and  defcriptions  of  men  might 
be  reftored  and  fecured,  and  every  violence  on 
their  perfons  and  eftates  wholly  intermitted  on 
each  fide.  During  fuch  truces  the  French 
miniiiers  would  be  at  liberty  to  treat  for  their 
own  feparate  concerns,  without  incurring  uti- 

M  4  avoidable 


168  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  avoidable  fufpicions,  by  mixing  their  own  pc- 

^^-    culiar  advantages  with  the  fuppofed  interefts 

X779'     of  thofe  pretended  allies,  and  his  majefty  might 

fettle  the  government  of  his  own  dominions 

without  the  appearance  of  receiving  terms  from 

an  enemy. 

3d  April.  On  the  bafis  of  this  propofition,  the  Spanifli 
minifter,  M.  de  Florida  Blanca,  fuggefted,  as 
the  beft  means  of  accommodation,  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms,  and  difarmament,  the  meeting  of  ple- 
nipotentiaries at  Madrid  for  the  adjustment  of 
peace,  and  fettlement  of  a  definitive  treaty, 
plan  of  reftitutions,  and  arrangement  of  all 
caufes  of  complaint  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  under  the  mediation  of  Spain.  A  reci- 
procal difarmament  and  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities 
was  alfo  to  be  feparately  granted  to  America 
through  the  lame  mediation,  and  American 
commiffioners  admitted  to  the  negotiation; 
the  truce  was  not  to  terminate  till  after  a  year's 
notice. 

4.thMay.  This  plan  was  delivered  as  the  ultimatum 
of  Spain ;  but  as  it  was  founded  on  the  principles 
which  had  been  difclaimed,  the  Britiili  court 
declared  it  hiadmiffible :  acknowledging,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  benevolence  of  the  king  of 
Spain's  interpolition,  and  hoping,  that  fhould 
France  be  difpofed  to  offer  lefs  imperious  and 
unequal  terms,  the  fame  good  offices  would  be 
renewed. 

i^tiiMay.  In  a  private  letter  which  accompanied  the 
abpye  anfwer,  lord  Weymouth  ftated  to  the 
Pritifli  pmbalfador  his  alarms  at  the  articles  of 
the  ultimatum,  which  indicated  the  prevalence 
of  French  influence  in  the  councils  of  Spain. 
He  had  hitherto  fuppreffed  the  fufpicions  which 
'  many  circumftances  tended  to  excite,  but  a 
full  explanation  was    now  neceffary.      Di4 

^        '  ^  Spain 
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Spain  wifli  and  infift  on  the  difinemberment  of  chap. 
Great  Britain,  fo  earneftly  as  to   engage   in    ^^/ 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  effcrling  it?   or,  if  not,      «779»   ' 
what  means  had  the  propofal  left  for  averting 
the  event  ? 

The  behaviour  of  M.  d'Almadovar  did  not  »9*Ma5r. 
juftify  the  apprehenfions  expreffed  in  this  dif- 
patch;  he  expretled  t6  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
the  regret  of  the  catholic  king  in  withdrawing 
his  offered  mediation,  from  a  conviftion  that 
it  could  be  attended  with  no  effeft;  but  no- 
thing tranfpired  which  fliewed  a  propenfity  to 
irritation  on  either  fide.     At  a  fubfequent  in-  nth  June, 
terview,  the  Spanifh  embaffador  renewed  thefe 
expreflions,  lamojited  that  all  the  propofitions 
of  Spain  were  refuied,  and  no  others  fubftitut- 
ed ;  and  complained  of  the  words  "  imperious 
.  and  unequal  terms,"  in  the  difpatch  of  the 
fourth  of  May,  as  har/li  and  unneceflary.     The 
explanation  on  all  thefe  points  was  full  and 
fatisfaftory  :    The  king  had    been   precluded 
from  offering  terms  of  pacification,  becaufe  the 
propofitions  made  by  France  tended  merely  to 
I'ecure  the  independence   of  the  colonies  by 
direft  means,  or  the  intermediate  effecl  of  a 
tnlce.     The  words  which  were  complained  of 
obvioufly  referred  to  France  only,  and  not  in 
the  moft  diftant  manner  to  Spain.     By   M. 
d'Almadovar's  defire^  lord  Grantham  was  di- 
reSed  to  convey,  through  M.  de  Florida  Blanca, 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  the  ardent  wilh  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  for  the  re-eftabHfhment  of 
peace,  whenever  it  could  be  effeded  confif- 
tently  with  the  regards  due  to    his   crown 
and  people;   his  fincere  fenfe  of  the  friendly 
pait  taken  by  his  catholic  majefty,   and  his 
regret  at  the  temporary  failure  of  his  efforts. 
If  France  had  made  demands  immediately  con- 

ne6led 
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CBAF.    ne6^ed  with  her  own  intereft,  and  thofc  dc- 
3gxv>^    nfiands  had  been  countenanced  by  the  willies 
1779.      ^^  Spain,  the  king  won  Id  have  ibewn,  by  his 
compliance,  his  defire  of  peace,  and  regard  for 
fo  refpeftable  an  interference,  but  the  comma-' 
nications   of  the  French  court  having   been 
confined  to  the  interefts  of  the  rebellions  colo- 
nies, with  whom,  in  juftice,  they  ought  not  to 
have  had  any  conne6^ion,  the  king  could  not 
renew  pacific  propofitions:    yet  if  any  were 
made  by  his  catholic  niajeft}^  they  would  be 
received  with  the  utmoft  regapd,  and  examined 
with  candour  and  attention.     The  fe-cftablifli- 
ment   of    peace,   however  defirable  in   itfelf, 
'it^ould  receive  additional  value  if  eflfef^ed  by 
the  mediation  of  Spain,  as  it  would  tend  more 
clofely  to  unite  the  two  crowns,  and  produce 
atlVantao'Cs  to  both  K 
xfthjunt.       lii^FORE  tlicfc  obliging    expfeffions    could 
Spanifh       rtacli  tlu*  court  for  which  they  were  intended, 
wUhdraws!  ^^^^  bcforc  any  previous  intimation  could  l>e 
received  from   any  quarter,  M.  d'Alniadovar 
regelvcd  his  ififtruc^icns  to  quit  London  witli- 
o'tit  taking  leave,  and  delivered  the  paper  M'hich 
Accompanied  the  king's  meflage  to  parliament. 
It  complained  of  the  rejeftion  of  the  catholic 
king's  benevolent  interference,  the  violences 
committed  on  his  dominions  in  the  courfe  of 
tlie  war,  and  the  negleft  of  his  numerous  ap- 
plications for  redrefs;  and  announc^cd  his  refo- 
lution  to  feck  reparation  from  the  means  with 
which  God  had  intrufted  him. 
8pam(h^  Besides  this   angry  paper,  and  two  royal 

'"  ^     chedules  to  his  own  fubjects,  the  Spanifli  mo- 
narch publillied  a  manifefto,  long,  defultory, 

*  For  all  thefe  fafts  I  have  confuUed  the  original  cerrefpondence 
between  the  ftcretary  of  ftatc  and  lord  Graotham; 

and 
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and  feeble,   complaining  of   the   condufi;   of  CHAP, 
Britain  in  innumerabie  inftances  fince  the  con-    2^^Ii 
I         clufion  of  peace.     Violations  of  territory  iii      1779* 
'         the  bay  of  Honduras^  exciting  the  Indians  to 
attack  Spain,  and  refufal  of  redrefs  on  repeated 
I         applications,  formed  the    leading  fubje6ts  of 
crimination.     Naval  outrages  were  enumerated 
with  a  degree  of  affefted   precifion*,  and  de* 
Dounced  with  a  pompous  vehemence  which 
muft  have  been  ridiculous  to  all  Europe.     The 
infults  offere<l  by  the  Britifli  navy  to  the  Spa- 
I         iiifli  navigation  and  trade,  from   1776  to  the 
'         beginning  of  I77f),  were  *' already  eighty-fix 
in  number,  including  prizes  taken  by  unjuft 
praftices,  piracy,  and  robberies  of  various  ef- 
fctts  out  of  the  vefTels,  attacks  made  by  gun- 
firing,    and   other   incredible   violences :  fmce 
that  period  other  injuries  of  the  fame  kind  had 
been  added,  fufficient  to  juftify  the  afleition 
that  the  grievances  of  the  late  years  did  not 
fall  much  Ihoit  of  a  hundred."     After  exhauft- 
ing  this  topicj  England  was  accufcd  of  endea- 
vouring to  eifeft  a  re-unioh  M'ith  the  American 
colonies,  in  order  to  arm  them  againft  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon;  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  negotia- 
tion was  perverted  and  mifrcprefented  in  many 
effential  particulars,  and  it  Avas  alferted  that 
while  the  boon  of  American  independence  was 
refufed  on  the  interceflion  of  Spain,   Englifli 
emiflaries  were  cladeftinely  propofing  terms  ftill 
more  liberal  to  Dr.  Franklin  at  Paris.     The 
king  of  Spain  therefore  announced  the  neceffity 
of  curtaiHng  and  deftroying  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings and  maxims  of  the  Englifh  maritime, 
power;  in  the  attainment  of  which  end   all 
other  maritime  powers,   and  even  all  nations, 
were  become  highly  interefted. 

To 
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55x^*  To  thcfe  empty  publications,  the  court  of 

*^^^  Great  Britain  replied,  by  ordering:  letters  of 

ittkjune.  inarque  and  reprifals  on  Spanifh  property,  and 

letters  of  by  a  judicious  and  temperate  letter  from  lord 

23l*  Weymouth  totheSpanifliembaflador.     France 

s^thjuiy.  alfo  publiflied  a  long  hiftorical  manifefto,  dif- 

I-okI  playing  the  motives  and  condud  of  the  nioft 

^^^.^  chriftian  king  towards  England,  which  was 

letter.  artfully  drawn  up,  and  well  calculated  to  de- 

FreiKh  '  ceive,  but  was  anfwered  in  an  eloquent  jultifica- 

nanifcfto.  iQ^y  memorial,  the  production  of  the  celebrated 

Gibbon.^ 

ObTema.  Thus  was  Spain,  to  ufe  the  expreffion,  en- 

^ondLa  ^'^^^  "^  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^  France.  Befides  the 
ifspaiiu  general  abfence  of  any  fufficient  ground  of 
provocation,'  the  ordinary  views  of  policy, 
offered  many  effectual  impediments  again  ft  a 
rupture  with  Great  Britain.  The  good  fenfe 
erf  the  emperor  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of 
a  foyereign,  arming  in  behalf  of  rebels;  and 
Spain  had  motives  of  intereft,  far  more  cogent, 
for  adopting  firailar  fentiment^.  A  bigotted 
attachment  to  the  Catholic  religion,  and  the 
vicinity  of  her  American  poffeffions  to  theEng- 

*  See  all  thefc  laft-mcntioned  pieces  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for 
'779i  article  State  Papers.  Gibbon's  puhlicationy  though  not  of- 
ficial, called  forth  great  exertions,  both  in  France  and  among  the 
adherents  of  America,  to  furnifti  an  adequate  reply.  Some  anony- 
nous  reflections  were  publifhed  ;  fome,  avowed  by  the  well  known 
Caron  de  BeaumarchaM  and  others,  were  publiihed  by  authority. 
Kemembrancer^  vol.  ix.  p.  i.  83.   201.    vol.  x.  p.  zi6* 


'  It  is  almoft  tmpoilihle^  that  in  the  ftate  of  Britifh  and  Spanifti 
pofleffions  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  caufe  of  complaint  ihould 
Bot  arife  on  both  iides.  A  motion  was  made  and  a  petition  oflfiered 
tethe  Engliih  parliament,  the  25th  of  February  1777,  and  in  a  con- 
ircrihtion  between  lord  Grantham  and  M.  de  Florida  Blanea,  in 
X77S,  fome  of  the  complaints  adverted  to  in  the  manifefto  were  dif- 
caUed,  bat  the  Spanifli  minifter  did  not  exprefs  any  impatience  on 
the  fubjefl,  nor  any  doubt  of  fair  and  equitable  redrefs.  Letter  from 
lord  Grantham  to  lord  Weymouth^  23d  November  1778- 
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Hfli  colonies,  were  ftronff  reafons  as^infi  fbnn-  CHAF. 
ing  an  alliance  with,  or  in  favour  of  America:    ^^^^ 
no  futiicient  induceinent  could  be/ advanced      1779* 
to  counterbalance  thefe  alrgunients ;   the  Spa- 
niards had  no  view  of  extending  commerce; 
and  their  friendly  difpotitiou  towards  France, 
might  have  been  more  fafely  exerted  in  clan- 
deltine  aids,  in  fupplies  of  money,  and  agitat- 
ing the  Engtiih  nation  by  continual  reports  of 
preparation,  and  fpecious  offers  of  mediatory 
interference. 

FaANC£  had,  with  her  ufual  dexterity, 
nrged  her  ally  to  decide  in  favour  of  hoitili- 
ties ;  and  before  the  refolution  of  Spain  was 
formed,  boafled  of  her  fuccefs  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  embarrafs  the  t^abinet,  whofe  final' 
determination  was  not  marke<l  with  the  promp- 
titude of  vigour,  but  the  railmefs  of  fear,  flying 
into  the  arms  of  danger  to  efcape  the  horion 
of  doubt.  Five  days  before  he  delivered  his  or- 
ders to  quit  the  Britiih  court,  tl>€  count  d  'Al- 
madovar  had  not  the  ilighteil  fufpicion  that 
his  diplomatic  million  was  likely  to  terminate; 
and  while  the  French  embaflador  at  Vienna 
loudly  boafted  the  fuccefs  of  his  court,  in  en- 
gaging a  new  enemy  againft  Great  Britain, 
uie  Spanifh  embaflador  unrefervedly  declared 
he  had  not  received  any  dired  communication 
on  the  fubjed." 

Probably  France  lured  Spain  on  this  oc-  Siege oT 
cafion  by  the  profpeft  of  recovering  Gibral-  ^j^[*'"' 
tar,  and  military  operations  were  accordingly  menced. 
com menced  by  the  liege  of  this  fortrefs.    Orders  *4^  J"'*^ 
were  difpatched  for  difcontinuing  all  commerce 
with  the  garrifon,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to 
impede  fupplies  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  by  a 

«  Letter  from  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keltb  to  lord  Weymouth,  ssd 
fuoe  1779- 

treaty 
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•t:H  AP.  treaty  with  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  for  farm- 
XXXV.   jog  the  ports  of  Tetuan,  Tangier,  and  Larache. 
1779.         Soon  after  the  declaration  of  hoftilities,  the 
i6th  June.  Spaniards  formed  a  naval  blockade,  and  com- 
menced approaches  by   land.      The  garrifon 
^miounted  to  near  fix  thoufand  men,  in  good 
health,  full  of  vigour,  and  not  deficient  in  provi- 
fions;  they  were  commanded  by  the  brave  gene- 
ral Elliot,  who  juftified  the  confidence  of  the 
troops,  by  a  regular  perfoitnance  of  his  duties, 
by  a  prudence  and  penetration,  which  o  verlook- 
,eci  no  circumRance,  however  minute,  tending 
to  the  welfare  and  fafety  of  his  troops,  and  by 
a  firmnefs  of  mind  which  rendered  obedience 
cafy,  and  command  refpedable." 
ineflfeauai       N  o  martial cutcrprizeof  the  French  in  Europe, 
a^npi  on  ^q  appcaraucc  of  cificicut  preparation,  fervedto 
*^*       encourage  the  Spaniards  in  their  hoftile  deter- 
^^y  »ft-    minatiou.     An  ill  digefted  and  inefficient  at- 
tack on  Jerfey,  was  eafily  repelled;,  and  the 
failure  of  tlie  attempt^  only  expofed  to  ridicule 
the  name  of  the  projeftor,  who  was  called  Prince 
de  Naflau  Siegen,  and  laid  a  difputable  claim 
to  defcentfrom  the  illuftfious  houfe  of  Naflau. 
4th  June.        Before  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain, 
of"^'°"     the  Frc;nch  fleet,  under  d'Orvilliers,  confifting 
Frenchand  ©f  twcuty-cight  fail,    but  extremely  defeftive 
Spanifli      in  preparation,  gained,  iu  the  abfence  of  the 
^"^'''        Britiih  fleet,  the  Spaniih  coaft,  and  after  fail- 
ing in   an  attempt  to   intercept    a   fquadron 
un^er  admiral  Darby,  eft^ected  a  junction  with 
tin  armament  of  Spain. 
Exertioni        The  fpirit  of  the  Englifli  nation   was  not 
land"^"     daunted  by  the  ftrong  combination  of  ene- 
mies :  a  Spaniih  war  was  never  unpopular,  and 

•  In  all  actails  refpcf^ing  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  I  havt  relied  on 
the  Hiftoiicai  Journal  of  captain  John  Diinkwatcr. 

the 
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tliefpirit  of  enterprize  was  univerfally  pVeva-   GHAP. 
lent.     Individuals  and  public  bodies  entered    ^^Sli' 
into  large  fubfcviptions  for  railing  troops,  giv-      x779* 
ing  bounties  to  leamen,  equipping  privateers, 
W  other  patriotic  purpofes;    volunteer  affo- 
jciations  were  formed  to  repel  inv^fion,  and  the 
£aft  India  company,  with  becoming  liberality, 
granted  bounties  for  fix  thoufand  feamen,  and 
jindertook  to  build  and  equip  three  new  ibips, 
-of  feventy-four  guns,  for  the  royal  navy. 

But  all  thefe  exertions  were  infufiicient  to  .Tbe com- 
giye  the  Englifli  fleet  a  requifite  fuperiority  |^^J!JjJ*** 
over  the  united  fquadrons  of  the  enemy:  Sir  theHritUh 
Charles  Hardy,  who  fucceeded  Keppel  in  the  ^^^* 
command,  cruized  in  the  Channel,  during  the 
whole  fummer,  with  about  thirty-eight  lail  of 
the  line.    The  enemy    infulted  the  Channel 
with  an  irrefiftable  force,  Ihewed  then^felves 
before  Plymouth,  where  they  created  gein^ral 
alarm,  and  captured  the  Ardent  of  fixty-four 
guns,   whofe  commander  midook  the  united 
fleet  for  that  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy.     Although 
terror  and  agitation  prevailed  in  England,  the 
enemy  undertook  no   important  enterprize  ; 
jealoufy  prevailed  between  the  commanders  of 
the  combined  fleet,  ficknefs  committed  dread- 
ful ravages  on  the  crews ;  and  at  an  early  pepiod  g 
i>f  the  year,  they  retired  into  Brefl,  leaving  the 
Britifli  trade  almofl  unmolefted. 


17§  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAPTER     THE    THIRTY-SIXTH: 

1779. 

State  of  the  French  and  Englijk  fleets  in  the 
JVeJf  Indies.  —  Byron  convoys  the  homeward^' 
bound  fleet  —  The  French  take  St.  Vincent's 

—  ana  Grenada.  —  Engagement  between  By- 
ron and  d'Eflaing.  —  Proceedings  in  Geor- 
gia. — Corps  of  loyalifls  raifed. — American 

force  collected. — The  American  colonel  Aflie 
routed. — Meafures  of  the  Americans  for  de- 
fence of  the  Carolinas.  —  Irruption  of  the 
Britijh  into  South  Carolina. — Attack  of 
the  Americans  on  St.  John's  Ifland. — JD* 
Eflaing's  ineffectual  attempt  on  Swoannah. 

—  Delays  in  reinforcing  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
'^^  Various  fuccefsful  expeditions  directed 
by  him.  —  Siege  and  relief  of  Penobfcot.  — 
Miferahle  fate  of  the  American  befiegers.  — 
Arrival  of  Arbuthnot.  —  Americans  attack 
Paulas  tiook.  —  Their  expedition  againfl  the 
Indians.  —  Incurjion  of  the  Spaniards  into 
Weft  Florida.  —  Capture  of  Fort  Omoa  by 
the  Engli/h —  it  is  retakefi.  —  Senegal  taken 
by  the  French  —  Goree  by  the  Englifli.  — 
Sea  fights  between  captain  Pierfon  and  Paul 
Jones  —  Captain  Farmer  and  a  French  fri- 
gate. —  State  of  the  miniflry  —  changes.  — 
State  of  Ireland.  —  Increafe  of  Volunteers. 
—  Seflion  of  the  Irifti  parliament. — Debates 
on  tl/e  addrefs.  — Popular  meafures. — Limit- 
ed Supply. — Riot  in  Dublin. 

CHAP.  V4"EANWHiLE  the  tranfatlantic  war  was  car- 

^^^^  ried  on  with  various  degrees  of  aflivity 

1779.     and  fuccefs.     The  paflkge  of  admiral  Byron 

t!^*-'*?:L  from  North  America  to  the  Weft  Indies  was 

State  of  the  -1   1  -t 
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delayed  by  ftornis.    Hh  jundion  with  Barring-  chap. 
ton  gave  an  equality  if  not  a  fuperiority  to  the   ^^^^y\- 
Britifli  force,  and  reduced  the  French  adnliral     1779. 
to  the  defenfive,  and  during  five  months  neither  ^^^^ 
infult  nor  opportunity  could  draw  him  from  jlfh  fleets' 
his  retreat  at  Martinique.  In  this  interval  both  intjicWcft 
fleets  received    reinforcements  ;    the  Englifli  ^*^^*"' 
under  admiral  Rowley  ;  the  French  under  de  ^thjune. 
Gralfe,  but  both  temairied  inactive  till  Byron  ^P^^ 
faUed  for  St.  Chriftopher's  toefcortthe  home-  "ZZlL 
vs^-d-bound  fleet  to  a  certain  latitude. 

His  abfence  was  the  fignal  for  commencement  Capmije 
of  d'Eftaing's  operations  ;  a  body  of  four  thou-  ^J^Ji^'"" 
faud  and  fifty  men,  commanded  by  Trolong  du  thcFrcnck. 
Romain,  was  difpatched  againft  St  Vincent's* 
This  ifland  wa^  in  a  raiferable  ftate  of  diflrac- 
tion ;  it  was  recently  created  a  feparate  govern- 
ment^  under  Valentine  Morris,  efquire,  a  gentle- 
man of  good  family,  benevolent  fpirit,  and  en 
larged  liberality.  *  The  ifland  was  not  yet 
divided  into  parochial  diftri^td,  the  means 
of  government  were  incomplete,  the  fortifica- 
tions out  of  repair,  the  Ghairibs  fullen  and  in- 
traftable,  arixioufly  expefting  an  opportunity 
to  reftore  the  fovereignty  of  the  French  j  while 
a  rancorous  party  among  the  fubjefts  of  the 
crown  impeded  the  exertions  of  the  governor, 
facilitated  the  machinations  of  the  Charribs, 
ami  even  maintained  a  traiterous  correfpondencc 
with  the  enemy.  The  colony  refuled  all  affift- 
ance  towatds  eftabliflung  a  military  force,  and 
the  Englifli  troopa  were  compofed,  to  ufe  tlie 
governor's  own  expreflion,  of  "  the  very  fcum 
.  of  the  earth  ;  the  refufe  of  the  metropolis,  the 
fweepings  of  jails,  lamplighters,  gypfies,  and 
men fuperannuated,  difabled,.and   difcharged 

•  Sec  an  intertftitig  account  of  ValcDtine  Morris  in  Coxe^s  Hif* 
tDrical  Tour  in  Moniuouthihire,  cliap.  40. 

.    ?0L.  III.  N  from 
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.CHAP,   finoni  other  regknents."     This   motley  forcef 
^^^-   being  ill  calculated  to  oppofe  a  numerous  body 
1779.      of  French  troops,' who  landed  and  were  joined 
17th  June,  by  the  Charribs,  the  governor  was  obliged  to 
**  J"^^'     capitulate  without  refiftan  ce.  * 
Grenada         D'EsTAiNO,  again  Tcinf ofced  by  a divifioH 
9^  taken,  under  la  Motte  Piquet,  commander!  thirty-four 
iliips  of  war,  twenty-fix  of  which  were  of  the 
line,  and  a  number  of  tranfports  fufficient  for 
the  conveyance  of  nine  thoufand  land  forces. 
He    proceeded    to    tlie    attack    of  Grenada, 
whicn  wa»  defended  only  by  a  hundred  and 
fifty  regulars,  and  about  tour  hundred  militia, 
who -being  principally  Frenchmen,  foon  di-' 
miniilied  the  garrifon,   by  defertions^  to  lefe 
than  three  hundred.     Lord   Macartney,    the 
governor,   confidering  this  force  fuihcient  for 
the  defence  of  fome  ftrong  pods  till  fuccours- 
could  arrive,  refufed  to  capitulate.    D'Eftaing, 
nn willing  -^to  facrifice  the  time   requifite  for 
regular  approaches,  ftormed  the    lines;    the* 
garrifon   defended  themfelves  with  Ikill  and 
bravery  ;  once  they  repulfed  the  aifailants,  but 
being  obliged  to  yield  to  numbers,  retired  into 
the  fort,  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee  their 
OAvn  cannon  turned  againil  them.     Lord  Ma^ 
cartney  now  propoied  terms  of  capitulation, 
which  the  ungenerous  vi6lor  rejected,  and  prof- 
fered others  fo  diihonourable  that  the  nieh^' 
4t!ir  Spirited  governor  preferred  a  furrender  at  dif- 

cietion  to  the  bafenefs   of  fubfcribing  them, 
and  the  French  plundered  without  fcruple  01 
rcftraint. 
tftjuiy.'         "^  puiNCiPAL  reaion  for  preffing  with  fucfc 
Engage-     rapidity  the  redoAion  of  Grenada,  was  thcin- 
t^wn  ^^'    t^lligc^cc  ^f  Byron's  return,  which  was  retarded 

dSnc.'*       •>  PrincipaMy  from  gownor  Morrit'i  HanatiTe  •£  hh  fffitial 
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by  winds  and  currents.     He  had  formed,  witli   chap. 
general  Grant,  a  proje6l  for  the  recovery  of  ^dortri. 
St.  Vincent's ;  but  receiving,   while   at  fea,      1779- 
information  that  the  French  fquadron  before  3d  July. 
Grenada  was  reduced  to  nineteen  fail,  and  that 
lord    Macartney    could    maintain    his    por- 
tion during  a  fortnight,  he  changed  his  firft 
deftination,   and   attempted  to    fuccour  that 
ifland.     Having  twenty-one  fhips  of  the  line, 
befides  tranfports,  he  arranged  his  fignals  fot 
bringing  on  a  general  adion,  and  did  not  dif-  ^*' 
cover  the  fallacv  of  his  intelligence  till  feveral 
of  his  veffels  were  engaged.  D'Eftaing,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  fuperiority  of  force,  and  the  great 
advantages  he  derived  from  the  excellent  con- 
dition of  his  fleet,  avoided  a  clofe  and  general 
engagement,  and,  foiled  in  all  attempts  to  cut 
off  the  tranfports,  and  intercept  the  difabled 
vdffels,  retired  in  the  night  to  Grenada-     The 
Britifh  admiral,  confcious  of  his  inferiority  in 
ftrength,  difbatched  during  the  night  his  tranf« 
ports  and  diiabled  fliips  to  St.  Chriftopher's,  and 
calmly  awaited  the  morning^s  attack,  which,    ^ 
judging  by  his  own  charafter,  he  deemed  in* 
cvitable.     The  returning  dawn  difcovered  to 
him  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  feeing  the  ^** 
white  flag  mounted  on  the  forts  of  Grenada, 
he    followed   the  tranfports    to  refit  at    St. 
Chrillopher's.     A  general  panic  was  now  dif- 
fufed  through  the  Britlfli  Weft  Indies ;  d'Eftaing 
had  boaftea  his  refolulion  to  conquer  every 
ifland,  and  that  he  was  even  prepared  with  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  for  each;*'  but  he  foon 
relieved  the  inhabitants  from  their  apprehen- 
fioos,  by  retiring  from  Grenada  to  Cape  Fran- 
^o\s  in  Hifpaniola. 

After  teking  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  and  JJ^lf* 
the  American  troops  acrofs  the  river  G^rgia. 

*  Valentine  Mwri$'f  Namrtire,  p,  73, 

V  ^  into 
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CHAP,  into  South  Carolina,  general  Prevoft  and  co^ 

xxxvr.   Iqj^^i  Campbell  aflicluoufly  employed  themfelve^^ 

177^      in  receiving  the  inhabitants  under  pvoteftion, 

formings  rnihtary  corps,  and   framing'  regula*** 

tions  for  the  peace  and  fccurity  of  the  province. 

Their  eftbrts,  however,  were   not  confined  to 

9th  Jan.     thd'e  operations  :  a  fuccefsful  expedition  was 

Capture  of  tindertakeu  agaitift  Sunbury,  a  fort  which  fur- 

sunburj'  i   rendered  at  discretion,  yieMi*ng  to  the,  vi(5lors  a 

confiderablc  quantity  of  ordnance  and  ftores, 

with  two  hundred  and  twelve  prifoners.     This 

And  Au-    ^xp^^i^  ^^'^s  ^'^^y  preparatory  to  the  capture  of 
guita.        Augufta,  the  fecond  town  in  the  province,  by 
colonel   Campbell,    the  inhabitants  generally- 
taking  oaths  of  fidehty,  and  fonning  military 
Joyamt^     €ovps,  undcr  the  Britifli  government.     Colonel 
railed.        Hamilton,  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred 
men,    made    a  circiliil:    of  the  province,    for 
the  purpofe  of  encouraging  thefe  difpofitions, 
aiid  difarming  the  difaffefled ;  he  met  with  con- 
fiderablc faccefs;  though  he  occafionally  dif* 
covered   latent  treachery.     When  his  circuit 
%vas  nearly  completed,   a  body  of  fit^e  hundred 
South  Carolina  militia,  under  colonel  Pickens, 
encountercd'him,  but  M'ere  put  to  flight :  a; 
Loyaiiffi     Tiumbcr  of  loyalifts  from  the  interior  of  North 
No-th  "     Carotrna,   Embodied  under   colonel  Boyd,  en- 
Caroiina.    dcavourcd  to  forcc  their  way  to  Georgia,  ta 
join  the  royal  forces ;    but   Pickens   defeated 
them  at  Kettle  Creek,  with  confiderable  lofs^ 
includins:  their  commander  ;  about  three  hun- 
d red  reached  Cieorgia;    others   returned  and 
threw  themfclves  on  the  mercy  of  their  coun- 
try, but  were  profecuted  lui'traitors  to  the  new 
govejumcnt;  fcventy  were   condemned^    bu6 
only  five  executed.*^ 

It 

«*  Tlie  American  writers  dcfcribt  ihcfe  loyalifts  as  mere  outlaws  9 
bot  tbcir  appUcatitn  of  the  word  tory  was  fo  defctfiptifeof  every 

thing 
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It  was  foon  found  that  Augnfta  could  not   chap* 
be  retained  without  great  difficulty  and  danger,    J^^^' 
as  it  was  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  diftaut  fronx      1779, 
the  main  army.     The  Americans,  alarmed  for  Americaa 
the  fate   of  both  Carolinas,   hattily  collected  leacd. 
about  thrpe  thoufand  militia,  under  generals 
Aflie  and  Rutherford,  but  diteufting  the  ability 
of  tliefe  commanders,  foon  .afterwards  placed 
the  force  under  the  direct  ion  of  general  Lin- 
jcoln,  a  native  of  Maflacliuflets.     They  iffued 
proclamations  for  preventing  the  people  from 
joioing  the   royal  ftandard,  and  lecuring  the 
cattle,  and  ftretched  their  pofitions  along  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Savannah  riVcr,  parallel 
to  thofe  of  the  Britifli  on  the  oppofite  fide.    G  e- 
neral  Aflie,  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  was  ordered  to  ftrengthen  the  poft 
oppofite  Angyfta,   but   finding  that  fort  aban- 
doned, he  croired  the  river,  in  purfuance  of  his 
inftruftions,  to  ftreigliten  the  JBritiih  quarters. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Frevoft,  brother  of  the  ge^ 
neral,  crofling  Brier  Creek  fifteen  miles  above  3d  Mav 
Alhe's  encampment,  ftole  on  his  rearunperceiv-  9}!°"** 
cd,  and  totally  routed  and  difperfed  his  force,  ed.  *  ^ 
with  the  loffi  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  feveral 
itand  of  colours,  almoft  all  the  axms,  artillery, 
and  baggage;  a  hundred  and  fifty  killed  on  the 
field,  a  far  greater  number  drowned  in  endea- 
vouring to  efcape,  and  two  hundred  priibners. 
The    whole  party   had    been  augmented   by, 
reinforcements  to  about   two  thoufand,    but 
not  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  rejoined 
Lincoln. 

ALAH31ED  by  approaching  danger,  ,the  le- 

ching  bate  and  wicked,  that  other  circumftances  of  guilt  might  be 
Superadded  without  much  intention  to  violate  truth.  See  Ramfayy 
#oL  ii.  p.  II 3« 

N  3  giflaturt 
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CHAP,  giflature  of  South  Carolina  invefted  their  eover. 

.^^^^^   nor,  John  Rutledge  and  his  council,  wiUi  un* 

«779-     limited  powers  to  a6tforthe  public  good.   This 

dfthe""*    authority   was  vigoroufly  employed  in  rein* 

Americans  forcing  general  Lincoln,*who  loon  found  him- 

fenc^fnic  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  htad  of  fivethoufand  men.    Leaving 
Ciroiinas/  ouc  thoufaixd  uudcr  colonel  Mackintofli  and 
*3d  April.  genei:al  Moultrie,  to  garrifon  Puryiburg  and 
Black  Swamp,  he  began  his  march  up  the  Sa» 
>  imiption    vannah.     Prevoft,  in  hopes  of  inducing  him  to 
pf  the        return,  croffed  over  with  the  greateft  part  of 
btos^mh  bis  army  into  South  Carolina,  the  detachments 
Carolina,    under  Mackintofli  and  Moultrie  retiring  before 
him,  or  oftering  only  a  feeble  refiftance ;  the 
American  general,  however,  proceeded  on  his 
march,  notwithftanding  the  frequent  expreffes 
Jneffeauai  which  arrived  demanding  his  prefence.    Lured 
attempt  on  by   iutellicfence   of  the   defencelefs   ftate   of 
tcwn         Charleilown,  the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  Pre^ 
jeibMay,  voft  Tcfolutcly  advanced,  reached  the  fuburbs, 
and  fummoned  th^  town  ;  the  inhabitants,  who 
during  his  approach  had  been  afiiduoufly  em? 
ployed  in  improving  their  fortifications,  and 
were  reinforced   by  Moultrie's  retreating  dcr 
tachment,  by  bodies  of  militia,  and  Pulaiki'^ 
legion,  contrived  to  coufumeaday  in  meflages 
andanfwers  relative  to  the  terms  of  furrender, 
but  j^heir  ultimatum  beingdeclared  inadniiflible, 
they  palled  the  night  in  tne  horrors  and  confter? 
nation  of  an  expedled  ftorm.   Fear  was  ho  we  ve  ? 
the  only  injury  they  fuftained.     Prevoft,  cal- 
culating the  ftrength  of  the  works,  the  infuf- 
iiciency  of  his    force,  his   want  of  artillery, 
'^^.  ammunition,  and  fomge,  and  the  probability  or 

'•  [Lincoln's  intercepting  his  retreat,  wifely  drew 

cffhiH  forces  in  the  night,  and  without  niolefta- 
^ioii;,  gained  John's  Ifland,  >vhere  he  awaited* 
5  fuppliea 


G  £  O  R  G  £    IIL  193 

fupplies  from  New  York.  Lmcoln  having 
efiabliflied  a  poft  at  Augaila,  retired  by  haily 
marches  toCharleftown,  aad  till  the  departure ,of 
the  firitifli  troops  eftabliilied  his  heacUquarters 
at  Dorchefter. 

COLOPTEL  PrEVOST  haVlHg  fortified  StOIlO-    Attackof 

ferry,  which  maintains  the  communication  witJi  |i/an»on' 
the  main  land,  foon  left  St.  John  s  Ifland  to  be  st.  John's 
defended  by  colonel  Maitland,  with  only  five  |5th'jun«w 
hundred  eflfeftive  men,     Lincoln,  who  had  al- 
ready once  failed,  now  advanced  with  near  five  "^• 
thoufand  men,  to  diflocfge  the  Britifli  troops 
irom  their  poft  at  Stono  Point.     For  a  time  his 
fuccefs  appeared  indubitable,  but  the  judicious 
and  refolute  exertions  of  this  difpvoportioncd  '   ■ 

force  repelled  the  invaders.  In  the  cqurfe  of 
the  a6iion ,  the  garrifon  were  deftitute  of  am- 
munition, but  captain  Moncrieff  of  the  engi- 
neers obtained  a  fupply  by  a  fpirited  fally,  and 
at  the  dole  of  the  eiagagement,  their  laft  charge 
was  a6lually  in.  their  pieces. 

Soon  afler  this  attack,  the  American  militia, 
diiheartened  and  impatient  of  a  longer  abfeuce 
from  their  plantations,  quitted  the  army  ; 
the  hot  and  fickly  leafon  rendering  repofe  in- 
d*.fpenfable,  the  Americans  retired  to  Shel* 
don ;  the  British  force  evacuated  the  poft  at 
Stono-ferry,  eitablilhed  a  new  one  at  Beaufort, 
in  the  ifland  of  Port  Royal,  and  the  main  body 
returning  into  Georgia,  continued  upwards  of 
two  months  in  unmolefted  ina6hvity.  The 
advantages  attending  the  expedition  into  South 
Carolina,  were  the  eftablifiiment  of  a  poft  at 
Beaufort,  and  the  acquifition  of  provifions,  the 
want  of  which  began  to  be  feverely  felt. 
•  While  hoftilities  were  thus  fufpended,  ln««cabal 
the  Americans  made  appli  cation  to  d'£ftaing,  JfiSg 
with  the  hope  that  his  tlcet  would  deftroy  the  »»  Savw. 

^"  4  advantages  "*^ 
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CHAP,  advantages  which  acciued  to  the  Englifli,  from 

xxxvi.  their,  naval  fuperiority.     The  French  admiral 

1779:  fpeedily  arrived  with  twenty  fail  of  the  line, 

Bepicrribcr.  lyyQ  q{  fjfty  Qrims,  eleven  frigates,  and  a  con- 

fid^rable  number  of  tranfports,  and  furprifed 
the  Experiment,  of  fifty  guns,  with  two  ftore- 
lliips,  and  the  Ariel  frigate. 

Thk  Americans  made  great  efforts  to  co- 
operate with  the  French,  and  the  Britifli  gene- 
ral fpared  no  exertion  to  repel  an  attack  which 
he  expefted  on  Savannah;  the  garrifon  M'as 
withdrawn  from  Sunbury,  colonel  Maitlan^l  was 
\  ordered  to  evacuate  Beaufort,  and  the  finall 
naval  force  was  judiciouily  difpofed  by  captain 

iiih.  Henry.  When  the  French  troops  were  dif- 
embarked,  d'JLftaing,  without  awaiting  the 
junclion  of  his  provincial  allies,  in  language 
ridiculoufly  boaltful,  fummoned  Savannah  to 
,  furrender  to  the  French  king.  Prevoft  gained 
four-and-twenty  hours  for  deliberation,  during 
which  colonel  Maitland  arrived  with  eight 
hundred  men,  after  furmounting  incredible 
difficulties ;  and  the  governor,  thus  reinforced, 
announced  his  refolution  to  defend  the  fort. 

»3d-  Twelve  days  were  confumed  in  preparations, 

before  the  French  broke  ground,  during  whidi 
the  garrifon  annoyed  them  by  two  vigorous  and 

oaobw^  fuccefsful  forties.  The  French  and  American 
troops,  amounting  to  upwards  of  ten  thoufand, 
continued  an  inetfeftual  cannonade  during  five 
days,  M'hile  the  whole  garrifon,  even  to  the 
African  flaves,  vied  in  zeal  and  perfeverance  in 
ftrengthing  the  w^orks,  and  mounting  artillery. 

^^y*  Wearied  at  length  M'ith  the  delay  of  re- 

gular approaches,  confidering  the  dangers  of 
the  hurricane  feafon,  and  the  poffibility  pf  a 
Britifli  fquadron  attacking  his  fleet,  while  fo 
^reat  a  part  of  his  artillery  was  employed  on 

fliore, 


n 
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ihorc,  d'Eftaing  attempted  to  take  the  place  ^^f' 
by  ftorra.  Four  thoufand  five  hundred  men, '  v— v-J 
more  than  double  the  number  of  the  garri-  ^779- 
fon,  were  divided  into  two  columns,  one  of 
which,  under  d'Eftaing,  affifled  by  general 
Lincoln,  was  to  attack  infront,  while  the  other, 
under  count  pillon,  M'as  to  gain  the  rear  of 
the  Briti(h  lihes.  They  were  put  in  motion 
feveral  hours  before  day.  Dillon's  divifion 
fortunately  miftook  the  road,  became  entangled 
in  a  fwamp,  iand  was  fo  galled  by  an  incelTant 
and  w^ellrdireded  fir^  from  the  garrifon,  that 
they  could  not  form.  The  column  led  by 
d'Eftaing  was  repulfed,  after  maintaining  a 
fcvere  conflicl,  hand  to  hand,  for  pofleflion  of 
the  principal  redoubt.  The  admiral  was  (lightly 
wounded,  and  the  Polifl*  volunteer  Pulaflci  kill- 
ed.' The  fiege  was  forthM'ith  raifed ;  the  Ame-r 
ricans  retired  to  South  Carolina,  and  the  French 
regained  their  fliipping  without  moleftation,  as 
the  garrifon  was  not  futficiently  numerous  to 
adventure  a  purfuit.  Their  fleet  was  (liortly 
atler^vards  difperfed  by  a  ftorm,  part  returned 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  d'Eftaing  regained  his 
native  land.  This  boaftful  and  vain  glori- 
ons  commander  was  always  diftinguifhed  by 
iiijuftice  ^nd  cruelty.  His  prefumptuous  mode 
of  fummoning  the  garrifon  difgufted  the 
Americans;  and  his  brutality ' in  rcfufmg  to 
permit  the  women  and  children  to  take  refuge 
on  board  Englifli  ftiips  in  his  own  cuftody, 
was  rendered  additionally  contemptible,  by  his 
endeavouring,  after  defeat,  to  throw  the  blame 
on  his  allies,  and  offering  the  very  favour  he 
had  before  withheld,  which  Prevoft  rcjefted 

*  Pnkflci  wa$  one  of  the  confpirators  who  atrempted  to  carry  off 
the  king  of  Poland,  in  1771.  Sec  Coxc's  Travels  m  Poland,  Ruflia, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  B.  i.  c.  3. 

with 
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JHAP.   ^it!i  bccbming  difdaih.     The  ralfmg  of  \hh 
s_,-,^J    fiege  teiminated  the  Southern  campaign,  f 
>?79-  During  this  \fhole  campaign,  Sir  Henry 

Delays  jn  Clinton  remained  in  anr'ious  expectation  of 
Cttnton!*^  reinforcements,  the  arrival  of  which  was  de- 
layed by  an  extraordinary  occurrence.  They 
•dMay.  ^,^j.^  proceeding  down  the  Britifl)  Channel, 
under  the  convoy  of  admiral  Arbuthnot,  but 
on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  French  attack 
on  Jerfey,  he  ordered  the  tranfports  intoTorbay, 
and  failed  for  the  relief  of  that  Ifland.  Oa 
his  arrival  off  Gurnfey,  Ije  learned  the  repulfe 
of  the  enemy,  and  haftened  to  accomplilh  his 
original  deltination,  but  when  he  returned 
to  Torbay,  the  wind  became  unfavourable, 
and  the  troops  arrived  in  America  top  late 
for  the  performance  of  any  important  enter- 
prize. 
MiiL  Admiral  Gambier  being  recalled  in  the 

VarioBf      fpring,  the  command  of  the  Britifh  fleet  in 

tt^uont  ^^^^^"^^^  devolved  on  Sir  George  Collier,  an 

t)if«aedby^^cerwhohad  honourably  diflinguiihed  him- 

*"«•  felf  on  the  Halifax  ftation,  in  reltraining  the 

Americansfrom  invading  NovaScotia,  alarming 

their  coaft,  and  diftrefling  their  trade.     With 

May.         this  brave  officer,  Sir    Henry  Clinton  judici- 

oufly  planned  an  expedition  to  the  Chefapeak^ 

f  While  the  fiege  of  Savannah  was  pending,  a  remarkable  enter* 
^le  waa  .e0t£^ed  by  colonel  John  White*  of  the  Georgia  line. 
Captain  f'rench  had  taken  poft,  with  about  a  hundred  men»  near  th« 
river  Ogechee,  fome  time  before  the  fiege  began.  There  were  aUb  at 
ibe  fane  place,  forty'  failors  on  board  five  Britifh  vtffeln,  four  of 
which  were  armed.  All  thrfe  men,  together  with  the  veiTcUand  ijo 
^nd  of 'arms,  were  fnrrendered  to  cdonel  White,  captain  Elholm* 
and  fbur  others,  one  of  whom  was  the  cdonePs  lervant.  In  the 
niebt,  thisfmaU  part/  kindled  a  number  of  fires  in  different  places^ 
iind  adopted  the  parade  of  a  large  encampment,  by  which  «na  other 
cieceptive  Itratagems,  they  imprefTed  captain  French  with  an  opinion 
that  nothing  but  an  iniiant  furrender,  in  conformity  to  a  pereiDptery 
iommons,  couki  fave  his  men  from  being  cut  to  pieces  by  a  fuperior 
fprce,    Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p,  i«z, 

where 
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iFhere  hige  (lores  of  tobacco,  tht  chief  c  fit  a  p. 
means  of  maintaining  the  credit  of  congrefs,  xxxvi. 
were  accumulated,  and  from  which  place  the  177^ 
army  in  the  middle  colonies  was  principally, 
if  not  wholly,  fupported  by  falted  provifions, 
tlie  produce  of  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina. 
A  detachment,  amounting  to  eighteen  hun- 
dred men,  was  embarked  on  board  tranfports, 
and  convoyed  by  the  Raifonnable  of  fixty-four 
guns,  four  Hoops,  a  galley,  and  fome  private 
ihips  of  war.  Their  firft  attack  was  direSed 
againft  Portfm^uth,  where  they  demoliihed  a 
fort ;  expeditions  were  then  made  to  Norfolk, 
Gofport,  Kemp's  Landing,  and  Suffolk,  where 
^reat  quantities  of  flores  were  feized,  many 
vcffels  taken,  and  feveral  deftroved.  To  prevent 
a  capture,  a-  marine  yard  was  turned,  with  alL  s^^Maj. 
its  timber;  and  the  fleet  returned  in  twenty-four 
days  to  New  York,  having  deftroyed  and  taken 
a  hundred  and  twenty-feven  veffels,  and  other 
property,  eftimated  at  half  a  million  fterling. 

When  the  detachment  returned  from  Vir-  aotk.^ 
inia,  they  were  Joined  by  troops,  already  em- 
barked on  board  tranfports,  and  proceeding  up' 
the  North  river,  fucceeded  in  capturing  Stony 
Point,  Fort  la  Fayette,  and  Verplank's  Neck, 
without  lofs.  Thefe  pofts  were  fituate  on  op- 
pofite  fides  of  Hudfon's  river,  about  fixty  miles 
from  New  York,  and  the  expedition  was  fuffi-. 
ciently  important  to  claim  the  prefence  of 
Sir  George  Collier,  and  the  commander  in 
chief. 

Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  under  major-. 4tk  Jvij* 
general  Tryon  and  major  Grant,  were  next  em- 
ployed in  an  expedition  againft  Conne&icut,  a 
principal  fouree  of  ftrength  to  congrefs,  well 
peopled^  and  abounding  in  provifions.  The  mo- 
tives 
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tives  of  the  attemjpt  Avere  tocontince  the  enemy 
that  this  favoured  province  was  not  unaffail- 
able,  and  to  force  Wailiingtou  from  his  ftrong 
fitnatioH  on  the  Noith  river,  into  the  low  coun- 
try, for  defence  x)f  the  fea-coaft.  The  troops 
poUcired  themfelves  of  Newhaven,  thie  capital 
<^f  tl)e  colony,  feized  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, and  pubHc  ftores,  and  all  the  veflTels  ia 
the  harbour.  A  proclamation,  inviting  the 
people  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  was  difre- 
fijard^d;  tiie  troops  were  fired  at  from  the  win- 
dows, after  they  were  in  pofTeflion  of  the  town, 
and  even  the  centinels  placed  to  prote6i;  private 
property,  were  wounded  on  their  pofts ;  yet  the 
town  was  fpared,  and  no  plunder  allowed:  after 
xlifmantling  the  fort,  the  troops  reimbarked, 
and  proceeded  to  Fairfield. 

At  this  place  they  found  a  refiftance  more 
rancorous  than  at  Newhaven,  and  as  their 
lenity  produced  lb  bad  a  return,  Fairfield,  Nor^ 
Avalk,  and  Greenfield,  were  fucceffively  deftroy- 
ed,  *  and  in  nine  days  the  commodore  returned 
to  confer  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  aprojefted 
(operation  againft  New  London. 

The  people  of  Connetlicut  were  diffatisfied 
at  the  apparent  neglcft  of  Walhington,  and  in- 
difference of  congrefs,  while  thefe  ravages  were 
effected,  and  apprehenfions  were  entertained 
of  a  revolt,  but  their  liopes  were  reanimated 
by  the  furprife  of  Stony  Point.  General  Wayne 
achieved  thi^  exploit  with  great  judgment  and 
valour;  heftormed  the  works,  and  although  the 
nature  of  the  oppofition  would  have  juftified  ex- 

S  la  refentment  of  iliefc  ravagect,  congrtfs  refblved  "  To  direA 
their  marine  committee  to  take  the  moft  effeftual  mcafures  to  carry 
into  execution  their  manifello  of  06lobcr  30th  1778,  by  burning  or 
dcftroying  the  towns  belonging  to  the  enemy  in  Great  Britain,  or  the 
\yeft  Xodies  j''  but  their  relbWe  was  never  carried  into  etfeA, 

trcmities. 
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ffifmities,  he  srenerouflv  forebore  his- riffMs  as   chap. 
tiftor,  and  no  man  was  killed  but  in  battle.  Fort    y^^^ 
ia  Fayette  was  alfo  attacked,  but  before  any      *^7^* 
confiderable  progrefs  was  made,  the  Americans, 
alarmed  at  the  vigorous  preparations  of  Clinton, 
evacuated  Stony  Point,  after  doing  as  much  isthjuly. 
damage  as  their  fliort  poffeffion  would  allow. 

The  attention  of  Sir  George  Collier  and  RcHcfftnt 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  now  diverted  from  the  toPenob- 
meditated  attack  on  New  London,  by  the  necef- 
fitv  of  afFordius:  fuccour  to  a  Britifli  eftablifh- 
ment  in  the  Bay  of  Penoblcot,  made  by  gene-  ,7ih  jun«w 
ral  Francis  JVfaclean,  with  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  and  three  (liips  of  war.  The  intent  of 
this  fettlement  was  to  check  the  inciirfions  of 
the  enemy  into  Nova  Scotia,  and  obtain  fliip- 
timber  for  the  king's  yards  at  Halifax  and  in 
other  parts  of  America,  The  executive  govern-  juiy* 
ment  of  Maflachuffet's  Bay,  by  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  the  fhipping  at  Bofton,  and  offer- 
ing large  bounties,  levied  a  fquadron  of  nine- 
teen armed  fliips  and  brigantincs,  carrying  from 
thirty-two  to  ten  guns,  tNventy-feven  tranfports, 
and  three  thoufand  troops.  Maclean  was  only  »xft, 
apprized  of  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  four  days 
l>efore  their  arrival;  he  had  not  completed  any 
part  of  his  fortifications,  but  by  the  indefa- 
tigable induftry  and  zealous  emulation  of  tliT? 
iea  and  land  forces,  he  fucceeded  in  keeping 
this  formidable  and  difproportionate  equipment 
at  bay,  during  twenty-one  days,  perfeAing  in 
the  mean  time  his  defences,  and  harafling  the 
invaders  by  continual  alarms  and  frequent  en- 
terprizes*  At  length  he  received  information  13th  Aug, 
from  a  defertcr,  that,  on  the  enfuing  day,  a  ge- 
neral attack  would  be  made  by  land  and  fea  : 
every  preparation  was  made  tor  repelling  the 
affailants,  but  in  the  morning  the  garrifon  had  14th. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  fatisfadion  to  perceive  that  the  invarleM 
^^^'  had  deferted  their  works,  and  were  fliippiBg 
1779.     their  artillery,  and  evacuating  the  place.    Th^ 
welcome  caufe  of  this  fudden  movement  was, 
the  fleet  under  Sir  George  Collier,  to  which  the- 
whole  American  armament  would  have  been  an        | 
eafy  prey,  but  moil  of  the  veffels  wei*e  burned 
Mifcrablc   to  prevent  a  capture.     The  crews  and  foldvers 
Am^.^  *  tl^us  landed  in  a  defert  country,  above  a  hun- 
««»».        dred  miles  from  human  habitation,  without 
proviiions,  foon  proceeded  to  contentions;  fifty 
or  fixty  were  flain  in  a  pitched  battle,   and  a 
much  greater  number  perilhed  miferably  in  the 
woods.  ^   . 
Arri^i  of      This  exploit  terminated  Sir  George  Collier'^ 
jj^"**^'     command.     Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  length  ar- 
rived, but  no  important  enterpiize  could  be 
undertaken  ;    a   rumour   that  d'Eilaing   in-r 
tended  to  attack  New  York,  compelled  Sif 
I}enry  Clinton  to  concentrate  his  forces,  and 
even  evacuate  Rhode  Ifland.    '^The  ina^ivity 
pf  Wadiington,  during  the  whole    fummery 
is  not  fatisfadiorily  explained.  *    It  has  been, 
with  fome  probability,  afcribed  to  the  evapora-* 
tion  of  the  original  enthufiafm,  and  the  mor-* 
ti^cation  of  the  Americans  at  perceiving  hov 
little  they  were  benefited  by  the  afliftance  of 
%oth  Aug.  a  French  fleet.  ^    The  only  enterprize  attempted 
^uck^  by  Wafliington's  army  was,  an  attack  onPaulus 
Fauiu*      Hoq)&,  on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  from  which,  after  a 
***^*       temporary  fuccefs^  they  were  expelled  without 
effefting  any  material. injury  ;   tne  whole  pro-* 
ceeding  is  defcribed  by  a  judicious  expreffion 
in  Clinton^'i^  oflicial  difpatch :  "  Their  retreat 

^  Seethe  Journal  of  the  Siege  of  Penohfcot,  Svo. 

^  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  publication  of  Wiihington*s  official 
cetrrefpMideace  terminatit  with  the  year  1778. 

Ik  |Umia|:«  vol.  ti« 
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was  as  difgraceful  as  their  attack  had  been  CHAk 
fpirited  and  well  conduced."  They  carried  ^^J^. 
off  forty  prifoners.  *^79- 

Several  expeditions  were  made  againft  the  Their e*. 
Indians,  in  which  tlie  Atneridans  took  fe-vere  re-  J^^|^J^ 
venge  for  the  injuries  of  which  they  complained,  i^ans, 
and  proved  that  they  had  nothing  to  learn  in  th< 
art  of  favage  and  deliberate  cruelty. 

As  foon  as  the  war  with  Spain  was  announced^  Auguii. 
don  Bernardo  de  Gal ves,  governor  of  Louiliana,  JfSc^*** 
made  an  incurfion  into  Weft  Florida,  which  Spanianis 
was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  for  the  protedion  SJ^.^** 
of  which  againft  the  Americans,  a  force   of 
eighteen  hundred  men  had  been  colleded  un- 
der general  John  Campbell.     The  Spaniards, 
with  two  thoufand  men,  invefted  a  fort,  built 
for  defence  of  the  frontier,  near  the  mouth  of  ^ift  s«p«, 
the   Ibbervilie,  garrifoned  with  five  hundred 
troops,  which  they  captured  after  a  fiege  of  nine' 
days,  and  in  its  fall  was  involved  the  fate  of 
all  the  Britifli  fettlements  on  the  Miffiflippi, 
from  the  Natches    downwards:    honourable 
terms  of  capitulation  were  granted.     It  will 
prevent   the    neceflity  of  recurring    to  •  this 
topic,  to  anticipate,  that  in  the  eniuing  year, 
the  Spaniards  made  a  freih  incurfion  into  the  j^^^  ^^ 

Province,  and  captured  Fort  MobillC)  after  an  March 
onourable  refiftance.  '  ^  ***• 

With  equal  eagemefs,  they  commenced  hof-  Tiieyat- 
tilities   againft    Uie    BritiQi    logwood-cutters  {^^^^^^ 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  many  of  whom  they  c^tte^s  id 
took  prifoners, and  treated  with  great  barbarity,  ^*?y  ®^ 
expelling  the  remainder  from  their  principal        "*^* 
fettlement  at  St.  George's  Key  :  governor  Bai- 
ling difpatched  captain  Dairy mple  with  a  fmall 
party  ot  Irilh  volunteers,  to  the  Mufquito  iliore, 
to  coUcft  a  force  and  convey  aims  for  the  af-  .^^  ^     , 
iifta^ce  of  the  logwood-cutters.  When  he  had  fon  omoa, 

perfefted  ^  *•*« 
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CHAP.   pfeffe6ictl  this  part  of  his  tafk,  he  met  atfeJia 

1^^  fquadron  ot  three  frigates  under  commodore 
Luttrel,  and  as  St.  George's  Key  had  already 

.»779-  .  been  recaptured,  the  commodore  and  Dalfyni- 
ple  projected  an  attack  on  foit  Omoa,  the  key 
to  the  whole  Settlement  of  Honduras.     The 

i6thoa.    land  force,  which,  iucluding  the  marines  and 
mufquetry-mcn  from  'the  fliips,  did  not  exceed 
five  hundred,  endeavoured  to  furprifc  the  fort, 
but  being  difcovered,  were  reduced  to  the  ne-^ 
cellity  of  making  regular  approaches.     Aftei< 
fomc  days  fruitlefsly  expended,  it  was  refoh'ed, 
notwithftanding  the  great  ftrcngth  of  the  for- 
tifications, to  attempt  an   efcalade.      Hardly 
were  the  ladders  pitched,  when  the  aflailarits,- 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  were 
difcovered,  and  a  tremendous  fire  opened  ;  one 
ladder  was  deftroyed,   but   by  means  of  the 
others,  two  feamen  gained  the  fummit  of  the 
Avail,  prefented  their  pieces,  without  firing,  till 
the  reftalfo  afcended.     No  perfuafions  of  their 
oflicers  could  keep  the  allonifhed  and  terrified 
Spaniards  to  their,  ftation*,  and  the  governor,  at 
length,   humbly  fupplicating  for  his  life,  and 
that  of  his  followers,  furrendered  the  keys  and 
his  fword.     The  prifoners  were  three  hundred 
and  thirty-five  J  the  treafure  had  been  removed, 
but  a  galleon  captured  in  the  harbour  M^as  va- 
lued at  three  millions  of  piaftres.     The  Spa- 
niards offered  to  redeem,    at  any  price,  two^ 
hundred  and  fifty  quintals  of  quickfilvef,  which 
were  on  board  their  vclfels,  and  made  liberal 
propolkls  for  ranfoming  the  fort :    both   were 
refufcd  by  tlie  viftors,  who  preferred  the  public 
j4'ood  to  private  emolument,  and  generoufly  re- 
llored  the  church  plate,  which  formed  a  con- 
liderablc  part  of  their  booty,   to  procure  thcr 
cinancipalion  of  their  countrymen  tak«n  at  St.- 

George's 
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George's  Key,  and  detained  in  opprefltve  dap-  chap. 
tivity  at  Merida.     All  thefe  a£ls  of  heroifm  and  ^^^' 
difintereftedneis  produced,  however,  no  perina-      i77y* 
nent  advantage.    The  viftors  could  not  afford  Jken?' 
a  fufftcient  gamfon  ;  on  the  departure  of  the 
ihips  of  war,  the  Spaniards  affailed  tlie  fort, 
which  an  epidemical  fever,  and  the  fatigue  of 
duty,  obUged  the  Engliih  to  evacuate,  after 
fpiking  the  guns,  and  deftroying  the  ^nilitary 
ftores. 

Early  in  the  year, the  fcttlement  of  Sene-  Feb. 
gal  was  captured  by  a  French  fquadron,  under  ,akl!?by 
M.  de  Vaudreuil.     Goree  being  evacuated'  for  the  French; 
the  purpofe  of  fortifying  Senegal^  was  occupied  Goree 
by  a  firitifh  force,  left  for  that  purpofe  by  Sir  £^„^^^ 
£dward  Hughes. 

In  general  the  Britiih  commerce  was  amply  i^dsep. 
protected,  while  that  of  the  enemy  fuffeird  Sea-fight 
grievoufly  in  eveiy  quaztcr.     The  Baltic  fleet,  capTalT 
convoyed  by  captain  Pierian,  in  the  Sei*apis  of  Pienon 
forty-four,  and  captain  Piercy,  in  the  Countefs  jonc^f"^ 
of  Scarborough  of  twtenty  guns,  was  chafed  on 
the  northern  coaft  of  England  by  a  fquadron 
coniifting  of  the  Bon  homme  Richard  of  forty 
guns,  two  frigates  of  thirty-fix  and  thirty-two, 
a  brig  of  twelve  guns,   and  an  armed  cutter 
fitted  out  at  TOrient^   and  commanded  by  a 
defperate  outlaw  named  Paul  Jones,  who  liad 
obtained  a  commiiTion  in  the  American  fervice. 
Wfcen  this  armament  came  in  fight,   Pierfon 
made  a  fignal  for  his  convoy  to  diiperfe,  and 
gain  the  neareft  ports,  in  which  they  fortunate- 
ly fucceeded;  while  the  two  brave  commanders 
with  their  difproportioned  force  encountered    *' 
the  enemy.     Paul  Jones  did  not  evade  the  en* 
gagement,  but  hciving  been  foiled  in  fome  at* 
tempts    to   board,    brought  the  Bon  homme 
Richard  and  the  Serapis  into  fuch  a  fjtuation 
VOL.  Til.  o  that 
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C  H  A  ?.  that  the  muzzles  of  their  guns  came  in'conta^l 
XXXVI.  with  tlie  fides  of  the  oppofed  {bipa.    Thecon- 
1779-  .  flift  lafled  three  hours :  Jones  fought  with  the 
refolution  of  a  criminal  whofe  life  being  for- 
feited  to  the  laws,  death  in  battle   was  the 
moll   eligible  fate :   captain  Pierfon   difplayed 
valour  not  lefs  detennined,  but  influenced  by 
nobler  motives,  and  tempered  by  a  merciful  re- 
gard to  the  lives  cxpofed  under  his  command. 
After  the  Serapis  had  been  feveral  times  fet  on* 
'     fire  by    combuftibles  thrown  from   the   Bon 
homme  Richard ;  all  the  officers  and  men,  ik- 
tioned  abafl  the  main-mafi,  blown  up  by  the 
explofion  of  fome  cartridges,  and  the  guns  in 
that  quaiter  rendered  unferviceable  ;   captain 
Pierfon,  feeing  himfelf  raked  fore  and  art  by 
another  frigate,  to  which  he  could  oppofe.  no 
refiflance,  Itruck  his  colours.    The  Countefe 
of  Scarborough,  after  a  conflid  not  lefs  refolutQ 
though  not  equally  dreadful,  againfl  an  enemy 
of  far  fuperior  force,  was  alio  obliged  to  yield. 
The  lofs  on  board  the  Serapis  was  not  perieftly 
afcertained,  but  undoubtedly  very  great :  cap- 
tain Pierfon  eft  imated  it  at  forty -nine  killed 
and  fixty-eight  wounded,  and  the  main-maft 
went  by  the  board  immediately  after  the  a£lion; 
but   the   carnao;e   on  board  the  Bon  homme 
Richard  was  almoft  unprecedented ;  her  quarter 
and  counter  on  tlie  lower  deck  were  entirely 
driven  in,  and  all  the  guns  on  that  deck  dif- 
mounted ;  Ihe  was   on  fire  in  tiVo  places,  and 
had   feven  feet  w^ter  in  the  hold ;  while  the 
decks  ftreamed  with  theblood  of  three  hundred 
;  and  thirty-fix  men,  being  tliree-fourths .  of  the 
whole  crew,  who  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  adion.     The  fiiip  funk  in  two  days,  and  the 
inhuman  commander  fuffered  feveral  of  the 

wounded 
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wounded  to  be  buried  with  her  in  the  ocean:  chap.- 
he  was  received  with  his  prizes  in  the  ports  of  ^^^^' 
Holland.*  177*. 

Another  "nayal  aftion,  redounding  to  the  l^^., 
honour  of  the  Britifli  flag,  was  fought  by  cap-  aaion"of 
tain  Fanner  of  the  Quebec,    affifted  by   the  captain 
Rambler  cutter,  againft  a  French  frigate  and  ^*™*'" 
cutter,  of  fuperior  force  ;  in  which  the  Quebec 
was  burnt,  and  her  brave  commander  perfifting 
in  his  refolution  to  be  the  lad  man  to  quit  the 
fliip,  loft' his  life.     With  due  attention  tofuch 
merit,  his  fon  was  created  a  baronet,  and  pen- 
fions  were  fettled  on  the  widow  and  children. 

'W^'iiiLE  fuch  was  the  varying  afpeft  of  the  State  of  the 
war,  the  miniftry  were  embarralied,  difpirited,  "^i^'ftfy* 
and  difatisfied.  From  .motives  of  liberaHty 
they  had  employed  in  the  military  and  naval 
fervice  men  decidedly  lioftile  to  their  mea- 
fures,  who,  inftead  of  palliating  the  mifcarriages 
of  the  war,  increafed,  by  their  own  complaints, 
the  public  uneaiinefs  and  the  clamour  of  party. 
Thus,  while  the  extent  and  importance  of  the 
conteft  were  continually  augmenting,  thcfriends 
of  adminiftration  were  daily  becoming  more 
lukewarm,  or  even  deferting  their  caufe.  Some 
felt  confternation  at  the  magnitude  of  the 
crifis,  fome  gave  ear  to  prophecies  of  final  ill- 
fuccefs,  and  fome  changed  their  party  froiii ' 
motives  of  ficklcnefs,  or  from  a  convi6tion  that 
the  miniftry  would  not  be  long  able  to  pur- 
fue  their  prefent  meafures-         '^ 

« 

■Tbc  French  miniftcr,  M.  de  Sartine,  publicly  cxprcflTed  the  kind's 
a)ii»rebation  of  Paul  Jones,  and  diigrac^  the  crols  o^' merit  by  cuiy> 
Itrriii^  it  on  bim.  Congrtfs,  with  far  greater  propriety,  acknov^- 
ledgtd  his  zeal,  prudence,  and  a^lvity,  by  a  vole  of  thanlc^,  and  pro- 
oioted  faim  to  tlie  command  of  a  new  Hiip  cstJUi  ihe  Ameiica.  Ro^ 
raciabrancer,  vol.  xiii.  p.  107. 
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CHAP.       Several  ch^inges  were  made  in  the'caVmet  i 
^^^^^^_)^  Thurlow  receiving  the  great  feal,   with  the 
ad  June,     dignity  of  peerage,  fate  during  the  latefeffioij 
Chinw.     ^  chancellor.     His  vigorou*  mind  and  ftern 
manly  fcnfe  rendered  great  fervice  to  govern* 
nicnt,and  his  firmnelVand  ability  often  gave  a 
beneficial  impulfe  to  the  decifions  of  the  cabi- 
net.    Wedderburne  obtained  the  vacant  fitua-? 
tion  of  attorney-general,  and  Wallace  fucceeded 
Mar.1797.  ^^^^  ^  folicitor-general.     The  office  of  fecre^" 
tary  of  ftate-  for  the  northern  department  had 
/         continued  unoccupied  fince  the  deceafe  of  lord 
Suffolk,  though  its  duties  were  performed  by 
lord  Wej'^mouth,  fecretary  for  the  fouthern  de- 
partment; that  nobleman  nowrefigned  hispoft, 
*4tiiNor.    to  Avhich  lord   HilKborough  was  appointed; 
%7^  Oft.    the  office  of  lord  Suffolk  was  confei;ied  on  lord 
Stormont,  late  embalfador  at  Paris ;    and  the 
ehrl  of  Carlifle  was  nominated  firft  lord  of  trade 
and  plantations. 
Increafecf      MINISTERS  were  dilTatisficd  at  the  failure 
ir^voiun-  of  the  Operations,  which  they  intended  to  pro- 
-mote,  by  fending  fuccours  to  the  Weft  Indies : 
the  conduft  of  Arbuthnot  was  generally  ap- 
plauded; but  the  confequences   were   highly 
unfortunate,  and  minifiers  grieved  that  a  cam- 
paign of  fuch  great  cxp^nce  would  be  confum-' 
ed  almofl  in  inadion  ",     The  infults  offered  to 
the  coaft,  and  alarm  excited  by  the  combined 
fleet  in  the  channel,  were  in  themfelves  fuffici- 
ently  diitrefling  to  adminiftration ;  but  they 
»roduced  another  effeft  not  lefs  embarraffing 
>y   the  encouragement  they  afforded  to  the 
volunteer  ailbciatious  in  Ireland.     Combining 
the  alarm  of  inyafion  with  the  hope  of  .procur- 
ing from  the  iveaknefs  and  diftradion  of  Great 

»  Oibbon^t  poftbumout  Worbi  toIi  t.  p.  ^40. 
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Britain  fome  important  conceffiofisj,  the  popular  Ctt  A  P. 
leaders  of  Irifh  politics  gave  every  encourage-^   ^^^^\' 
ment  to  thefe    eftablifliments ;    the  duke    of     ,yyg 
Leinfter  accepted  the  command  of  the  Dublin 
corps,  men  of  fortune  and  family  borcmufkets 
m  the  ranks,  and  contempt  and  derifion  M^ere 
the  j>ortion  of  thofe  who  refufed  their  fervices. 
The  nuTtiber  of  volunteers  was  exaggerated  to 
fixty  thoufand,  for  fuch  was  the  policy  k)f  that 
country  as  well  as  of  America  ;  and  the  utmoft 
tranquillity  prevailed  in  all  parts  of  the  king- 
i         dora", 

The 


■  Lord  Sheffield;  in  hi$  <<  Obrervatidns  on  the  prefent  date  of 
Iitteikly*^  published  in  17159  gives  the  following  account  of  thefe 
cxtFtordinary  aflbciations  :  **  It  is  neceifary  to  notice  a.  phenome- 
non which  now  began  to  appear.  The  like  never  has  been  ob- 
fcrred  in  any  country*  at  lean  where  there  was  an  eftabli/hed  govern- 
ment. To  defcribe  it  ftriftiyy  it  may  be  called  an  army  unautho. 
rised  by  the  laws>  and  uncontrolled  by  the  government  of  the 
country ;  but  it  was  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Volunteers  of 
Ireland.  Their  inftitution  bore  fome  iemblance  of  a  connection 
with  the  executive  power.  Arms  belonging  to  the  ftate^  and  ftored 
under  the  care  of  the  lieutenants  of  counties,  were  delivered  to  them^ 
upon  the  alam^  of  foreign  invalion.  So  far  they  feenied  to  be  coun- 
senanced  by  govenunent  |  but  in  a  fliort  time  they  cauied  no  tittle 
jeak>u(y  and  uneafinefs.  The  arms  iffued  from  the  public  ftores 
were  infufficient  to  fupply  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  volunteers* 
The  ttdBt  were  piocurcd  bv  themfeWes,  and  the  neceirary'  accoutre* 
nienu»  with  a  oonfiderable  number  of  field-pieces.  It  anfwtfied  the 
purpofe  of  6ppo(ltio&  in '  both  countries  to  fpeak  highly  of  them, 
and  the  fuppMOflert  of  govemraent  in  both  countries  mentioned 
tbeoi  with  civility.  The  wonderful  efforts  of  England  in  America 
were  (broehow  walbd  to  no  purpgle  of  decifion.  American  fuccefs 
inflamed  rriei^iices  which  1m  oeen  long  felt  in  Inland.  Ireland 
jtt  truth  bad  infinitely  more  caufe  for  <omplainty  and  had  been 
ifiSnitely  more  oppreded  than  America  j  the  latter  had  never  fub« 
mitted  to  half  tne  hurtful  reftri^ions  in  which  the  other  had  for 
many  years  quietly  aicquiefced.  But  now,  petitioiis,  remonftrances, 
popular  reiblvesy  and  parliamentary  aidrefles  were  vigoroufly  urged, 
and  in  about  four  years  Ireland  was  happily  relieved  from  many 
commercial  refh-aints,  which  ihould  have  been  removeddong  before^ 
and  gained  feveral  other  points  which  fhe  thought  eflenttal  to  her 
welfare.  The  volunteers  preferving  a  de^ee  of  referve  and  decency, 
kept  at  a  certain  diftance>  but  weie  never  entirely   out  of  £iffht. 

O  3  They 
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The  prevailing  wifli  was  "  a  free  trade  with 
all  the  world,"  and  in  fupport  of  this  pretenfion, 
the  non*importation  agreements  were  enforced, 
and  public  refolutions  paifed,  for  confining  tbe 
people  to  the  ufe  of  their  own  manufaftures, 
''  until  all  partial  reilri6lions  on  trade,  impofed 
by  the  illiberal  and  contracted  policy  of  the 
filter-kingdom,  were  removed."  Theprefs  ifl\i- 
ed,  >^th.  freedom  and  boldnefs,  the  fame  fenti- 
ments ;  all  the  difad vantages  arifing  from  the 
connfftion  with  England  were  recapitulated 
w4th  acrimony  ;  and  the  conduft  of  government 
and  of  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation,  de- 
pifted  as  replete  with  cruelty,  fclfifhnefs,  tyran- 
ny, and  contempt  \ 

The  ftate  of  the  pu]E>lic  mind  could  not  fail 
to  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifli  par- 
liament. The  earl  of  Buckinghamfliive,  the 
lord-lieutenant,  opened  the  feflion  with  a  con- 
ciliatory fpeech,afluring  both  houfes  that  amidft 
the  cares  and  folicitudes  infeparable  from  a 
iftate  of  hoftility,  the  king  had  direftM  his  at- 
tention to  the  interefts  anddiftreffes  of  Ireland : 
he  had  remitted  a  large  fum  in  fpecie**  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  and  would  cheerfully 
co-operate  hi  promoting  the  common  intereft 
of  all  his  ifubjefts.  The  decline  9f  t^e  revenue, 
and  arrears  of  government,  were  mentioned ; 
the  volunteer  aflbciations  approved,  ^  and  the 
attention  of  thelegiflature  direded  to  doipeftic 


They  had  been  fecviccaljlc  in  fupport ing  the  civil  magiftrate;  ftw-er 
caftles,  houfes,  or  lands  were  Lppt  by  forcible  pomiflions  tfierifFs 
were  enabled*  to  do  their  duty  5  f6\yer  rapes  ana 'other  enormities 
were  cqmnutted  than  ufual  ;  and  here  if  the  volunteers  had  f(opped» 
and  we  had  feen  no  more  of  them  after  the  eftablithhient  of  peaces 
their  page  in  hiftory  would  have  been  fair  and  refpeftablc.** 

•  See  Confideiations  on  the  expediency  and  neceflity  gfthe  prcW 
Tent  A/Tuciations.     Remembrancer,  vol.  viii.  p.  1S5. 

P  Fifty  thoufiind  guineas,  ...  i 
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imilattoiis/partictilarly  theProteftant  charter  chap. 
fchoois,  and  Knen  nianufafture.  \J^^ 

The  addrefs;  wa»  debated  with  great  vio-  p^'^JJ^'^^ 
lence. '  Mr.  Grattan  declared  the  fpeech  pro*  theaddrefs. 
miied  much,-  but  offered  nothing;  it  owned 
the  diftrefs  of  the  country, .  but  prefented  no 
relief:  and  be 'moved  an  amendment^  reprefent* 
ing  the  calaniitiesof  the  nation,  and  befeeching 
his  majefty  for  a  free  trade,  which  was  the  birth- 
right of  every  Iriihman.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  fome  members  difclaimedtheautliority 
of  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain,  and 
their  right  to  interfere  in  the  legiflation  of  Ire- 
land, 'which  was  aci  independent  nation,  fubjefl 
only  to  the  king,  and  to  its  own  lords  and  com- 
mons. Mr.  Grattan 's  amendment  being  confi- 
dered  too  prolix,.was  modified  into  a  declaration, 
that  in  the  prefeoit  pofture  of  aflSlirs,  temjjjorizinff 
expedients  would  not  avail;  the  nation  could 
only  be  faved  from  deftruclion,  by .  a  free  and 
unlimited  trade  to  all  her  ports.  The  addreiTes 
were  carried  up  with  great  parade,  and  attend-i 
ed  with  a  thunder  of  papular  acclamation ;  the 
duke  of  Leinfter  ia  pearfon  -efcorted  the  fpeaker 
from  the.  houfe  of  parliament  to  the  caflle,  the 
llreets  being  lined  on  both  fides  wi  th  volunteers^ 
armed  and  in  uniform.  * 

Inquiries  were  immediately  inftituted  into  ^^^^^^^ 
the  ftate.of  the  pendon  lift,  fecret  fervice,  na-  vcmber. 
tionaldeht,  expenditureof  money  voted  for  the^^^*^ 
defence .  of  the  kingdom,  expences  attending 
eacampments,  and  the  produce  ofthe  hearthr 
tax ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the   . 
ftatex>f  the  nation.  '  ' 

Apprehensive  of  fome  impediment  either  limited^* 
from  the  fuppocters  of  government  in  Ireland,  fuppiy. 
or  from  the  privy-council  of  Great  Britain,  in 

04  the 


«00  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

\ 

I 

xxxvi*  *^  princJipal  objed  of  obtaiQing  a  free  taidf^ 
'  i«.-v-J  the  popular  party  propofed  to  keep  government 
«778»     in  depetidence  and  fubjedtion,  by  pafiinga  mo* 
ncy  bill  to  fupply  the  exchequer  for  fix  months 
Kiot  in      only.     As  this  meafure  met  with  violent  oppo- 
PubUm      f^iiQf^^  the  populace  of  Dublin,  iniligated  *per- 
haps  by  their  fuperiors,  aiTumed  the  privilege 
of  direfting  the -proceedings  of  the  legiflature. 
A  mob  of  five  or  fix  thclifand  affembled  before 
the  houfe  of  parliament,  clamouring  for  a  free 
tt^de,  and  a  fliort  money  bill :  they  ftopped  the 
fpeaker  in  his  coach,  and  tendering  an  oath 
to  feveral  of  the  members,  compelled  thofe  who 
had  not  fufficient  firmnefs  for  refinance  to  bind . 
themfelves  by  that  folemn  obligation  to  fup- 
port  the  popular  meafures.     Several  were  in- 
iulted  and  maltreated  ;  but  the  great  ilorm  of 
popular  fury  fell  on  Mr.  Scott,  the  attorney- 
general  :  he  Avas  called  by  name  in  each  of  the 
courts  of  law  and  equity,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  being  put  to  death  ;  his  houfe  was  broke 
open,  and  reduced  to  a  ruin;  and  whil^  his 
dwelling  was  filled  with  the  yells  and  execra- 
tions of  the  furious  rabble,  anonymous  letters 
aifured  him  that   he  iliould  not  furvive  the 
hour  of  his  vote  againil  the  fhort  money  bill* 
The  civil  arm  was  infufticient  to  reilrain  tnetu- 
,   mult ;  the  weak  inefficiency  of  the  government 
fufFered  the  military  to  be  fuperfeded  by  the 
volunteers,  and  thele  did  not  mterfere  further 
than  by  a  deputation  from  the  lawyer's  corps 
unarmed,  perfuading  the  mob,  when  fatiated 
s6tb  Nov.   )fri^\x  their  own  excefles,  to  difperfe.     The  at» 
torney-general   complained  to  the   houfe    of 
commons,  but  h^d  the  mortification  to  hear 
the  fentiments  of  the  populace  efpoufed,  and 
their  conduct  partially  defended ;.  the  debate 

was 
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was  hardly  lefs  tumultuous  thaij  the  oceafion  chap, 
of  it ;  the  houfe  at  length  agreed  to  addrefs    J^^^^ 
the  lord-lieutenant  to  ilTue  a  proclamation  for     1773. 
apprehending  the  rioters.     The  (hort  money 
bill,  however,  pafled,  and,  mortifying  as  fuch  a 
proceeding  muft  have  been,  received  the  fane- 
tioa  of  the  privy^council. 
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r?       •   .    :         CllAPTEJl  THE  THIRTY: SEVENTU: 
*  1779—1780. 

Meeting  of  parliament. — King'sfpeech.  —  Vio- 
lent debates^  on  the  addreffes.  —  Relief  af- 

\   forded  to  Ij^eland.  '^Efforts  on  the  faiJeQ 

'  ofecpnomu.  —  Motion  by  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond. —  iBurke  gives  notice  of  bringing  in 
a  bill  for  economical  reform.  —  Meeting  of 
the  freeholders  of  Yorkjhire.  —  Corrcfpond- 
ing  coynmittees  appointed.  —  The  example  of    ^ 
-     York/hire  generally/  followed.  —  London  com- 
mittee formed.  —  Burke  introduces  his  plan 
of  reform.  —  His  celebrated  fpeech.  —  Rt- 
folution  for  abolifhing  the   board  of  trade. 
- —  Commi.J)ion    of    accounts    appointed.  — 
Bills  for  excluding  contraStors  —  and  fuf 
'Pending  the  votes    of  revenue   oncers,  re- 
jecled.  —  Account    of   places  —  and     of 
penjions  payable  at  the  exchequer   laid   be- 
fore the  houfe.  —  Duels  between  members 
of  parliamoit^.  —7  Debates  on  the  raifing  of 
volunteer  rei^iments.  —  Altercation  between 
lord  North  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton. — Nu^ 
^        viercus  county  and    city  petitions.  —  In- 
temperate language  on  introducing  them.  — 
Difcuffion  of  the  petitions. — Refolutions  paf- 
fcd  on  the  uifluence  of  the  crow^  — the  ex- 
penditure of  tfie  civil  liji  —  and  the  relief 
(f  the   people.   —  The  refolutions  report- 

.  ed.  —  Motion  for  account  of  monies  paid  to 
members  of  parliament.  —  Vote  for  render- 
ing certain  officers  incapable  of  fitting.  — ^ 
Illnefs  of  the  fpeaker.  —  Adjournment.  — 
Motion  againji  dijfolving  parliament  —  re- 
jeBed.  —  Indignation  of  Fox.  —  Further 
proceedings  on  the  petitions. — Report  of  the 
commit  fee  refufed.  —  General  obfei^ations. 

CHAP.  r>ucH  werc  the  ffeneral  circumftances  of 
AAAYii.  u  difafFeftion  and  alarm  at  the  commence- 
ment 
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mcnt  of  a  feffion  of  paiiiament,  which  in  ite  chap. 
progrefs  was  uriufually  turbulent,  diftinguifli-  ^^^^^^ 
ed  for  acrimonious   violence  in  debate,    for-^      177^ 
niidable  attacks  on  the  ftability  of  government,  Mwrin^^ 
and  delufivefpeculatioiTis^on  economy  and  re-  pariiao^ 
formation  ;  attended  with  unufnal  afl'ociations 
among  the  people,  and  a  dreadful-  explpfion  of 
popular  violence  whicli,  in  the  very  feat,  of  go- 
vern ment,  braved  its  authority,   and .  left  no 
raeafure  for  preferving  the  conftitution,  and 
defending  life    and    property,  but  that,  ever 
abhorrent  to  the  principles  pf  freemen,  the  mi* 
litary  arm. 

The  king  in  his  fpeech,  fsvid,  the  parliament  J^'"^^ 
u^as  called  on  by  every  f>rin<;iple  of  duty,. and  ^^  ^ 
cyery  coniideration  of  intereft,  to  exert  united 
efforts  in  fupport  and  defence  of  the  cpu^tiy, 
attacked  by  an  unjuil  and  unprovoked  war,  ^d 
contending. 'with  one  of  the  mod  dangj^piMI 
confederacies  jeyer  formed.  .  Aided  by  the. pro-> 
teftion  of  providence,  the  zeal  of  the  natiori, 
and  the  juftice.  of  his  c^ufe,  he  was  fun>ly  re- 
folved  vigoroufly  to  profccute  the  war,  lx>r  the 
purpofe  of  compelling  the  enemy  to  equitable 
terms  of  peac  e.  ;    .     .  .» 

He  had  not  been  iiiattentive  to  ihei  addreflija 
of  lait  feflion  refpefting  Ireland,  but  hjid  order- ^ 
ed  papers  to  be  laid  before  parlijtment,  and 
recommended  to  their  confideratioii  what  fur- 
ther benefits  might  b^  extended  to .  that  king- 
dom, by  regulations  jijofteffeftuajly  promoting 
the  common  ftiength,.  wealth,  and  interefts  of 
all  his  dominions,  •; 

In   oppofing  th^  addrefs,    the.  marquis   of  Amend. 
Rockingham  cenfured  the  facility.with  which  ^*U|'^|^*^ 
the  two  cmbafiadors,. lord  Grantlxam  and  lord  movtdin 
Storaiont,  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  de-  ^^^  ^^vds. 
ceived  by  the  craft  o.f  Spain  and  Francie,  and 

the 
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CHAP,  the  confidence  Avith  Avliich  miniftets  had  af* 
xjr.^^^'  ftu'cd' parliament  that  ^treaties  inimical  to  the 
I779*      interefts  of  Great  Britain  were  not  in  exiftence 
or  even  in  embrvo.     The  addrefs  recognized 
the  bleflings  of  his  majefty's  government ;  but 
that  recognition  was  unfounded  in/ truth,  and 
an  infuit  to  the  hoiife.     No  bias,  no  prejudice; 
no  temptation,  could  fo  far  confound  truth  and 
reafon  Mith  their  oppofites,  as  to  convert  the 
verv  caufe  of  our  misfortunes  into  bleflings. 
There  was  a  time,  indeed,  at  which  he  could 
have  congratulated  the  King  on  the  bleflings 
enjoyed  under  his  government.     He  remem- 
bered when  his  maj'elty  afcended  the  thi'one  of 
his  an ceftorsAvith  glory  and  luftre;  but  for  the 
laft  feven  teen  years  thofe  bleflings  had  gradual- 
ly decreafed,  and  the  nation  Avas  reduced  to  ai| 
unexampled  (late  of  degradation.  Tliis  change 
he  attributed  to  a  baleftil  and  pernicious  fyftem 
of  unconftitutional  control  and  advice*    As 
the  fyftem  was  wrong  in  i  ts  firft  concoftion,  fo  its 
effe^s  were  extended  ta   every    department,' 
The  greateft  officers  were  driven  from  the  fer- 
vice,  and  profcribed,  in  a  period  of  the  moft  im- 
minent danger ;  and  lord  Sandwich   was  not 
afhamed  to  retain  his  office,  although  he  knew 
that    his    continuance  precluded   naval  com- 
manders of  the  moft  exalted  character  and  abi- 
lities from  ferving  their  country. 

From  the  unpopularity  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  the  marquis  turned  to  its  caufe, 
his  perfonal  incapacity,  which  he  inftanced  ia 
the  negligent  defence  of  the  northern  ihores  of 
the  kingdom  :  the  town  of  Hull  was  kept  in 
continual  alarm  by  apprehenfions  of  Paul 
Jones ;  captain  Pierfon  was  relied  on  as  fuf- 
*  •  ficient  in  force  for  their  proteftion  ;  but  to  the 
utter  dilap|x>iutment  of  the  inhabitants^  he  Avas 

unable, 
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unable  with tlie  moll  refolute  valour,  to  prevent'  char 
his  own  capture.  xxxva. 

The  dilcon tents  in  Ireland  were  afcribed  to  1779. 
the  bad  faith  of  minifters,  who  promifed  to 
produce  meafures  for  their  relief  before  the 
rifing  of  parlianient ;  but,  although  the  feifion 
continued ;feven  weeks,  paid  na  further  atten- 
tion to  the  fubjeft ;  the  people  were  confequent- 
ly  left  in  fufpence,  the  affociatora  were  permitted 
to  become  important,  and  conceiTious,  which 
would  then  have  been  received  as  favours,  were 
now  demanded  as  rights  not  to  be.refigned^ 
modified,  or  qualified.  The  marquia  then  ad^ 
verted  to  the  progrefs  of  hoililities  in  America, 
ceafuring  witn  unreftrained  fevcrity  the  procla-* 
mation  iflued  by  thecomniiffioners,  as  an  accurf-^ 
ed  manifello,  the  forerunner  ef  a  war  of  the  moft 
horrid  and  diabolical  nature  :  a  war  not  mere-^ 
ly  contrary  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  *to  thf>  ' 
ackuo-wledged  principles  of  morality  and  hu- 
ro^nity,  to  the  laws  of  war,  and  the  modes  of 
carrying  on  hoftilities  among  Turkifli  and 
other  fanguinary  nations ;  but  to  the  ladder 
gree  bloody,  malignant,  and  diabolical  \% 
would  be  a  precedent  and  a  juftification  t4^ 
France  and  Spain  in  landing  on  the  leaft  de- 
fended parts  of  the  Britiili  coalt,  and  commit-^ 
'  ting  ravages,  without  hope  of  benefit.  He  ac- 
cordingly moved  au  amendment  omitting  the 
whole  addrefs  except  the  title,  and  "befeeching 
his  majefty  to  refle6t  on  the  extent  of  territory, 
the  power,  the  opulence,  the  reputation  abroad, 
and  the  concord  at  home,  which  diftinguiflied 
the  opening  of  his  reign,  and  marked  it  as  the 
moft  happy  and  fplendid  period  in  the  hiftory  • 
of  the  nation;  and  on  the  endangered,  im* 
poveriihed,  enfeebled,  diftraded,  and  even  dif- 
membered  fiate  of  the  whol^,  after  all  the  grants    . 

of 
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€HAP.   of  fucceflive  parliaments,  liberal  to  profufion; 

^™^'-  and  trufting  to  the  very  utnioft  extent  of  ra- 
J779;  tional  confidence."  Nothing  could  prevent 
the  confummation  of  public  min,  he  obferved, 
but  new  councils  and  new  counfellors,  and  a 
real  ch!ange,  from  a  finccre  con  virion  of  paft 
errors,  and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which  muft 
prove  fruitlefs. 

"  The  debate  engaged  an  extenfive  difcuffion 
on  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom  and  all  its  depen-  * 
dencics,   which  was  reprefented  as  mod  de- 
plorable by  the  dukes  of  Richmond  and  Graf- 
ton, lord  Shelbume,  lord  Camden,  lord  Effing- 
ham, lord  Townfhend,  and  lord  Lyttleton,  who  ' 
again  appeared  in  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  and 
^  decried  the  American  war,  as  a  mad  Quixotic 
fally.     The  caufe  of  government  was  ably  de- 
^  fended  by  the  lords  in  adminiftration,  to  whofe 
particular  departmeiits  the  fpecific  complaints 
applied.     Lord  Stormont  denied  that  the  cala- 
mities which  furroujided  the  nition  ought  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  confederacy  in   arms,  the 
iituation  of  Ireland,  or  the  conduft  of  minifters ; 
but  they  arofe  from  internal  divifion,  and  the 
violent  and  incautious  language  too  often  held 
in  parliament.     Lord  Mansfield  declared,  that 
from  the  diftreffed  and  perilous  fituation   of 
the  country,  he  was  pcrfuaded  nothing  but  a 
full  and  comprehenfive  union  of  all  parties,  and 
all  men,  could  efted  its  falvation  :  he  was  old 
enough  to  remember  the  realm  in  very  embar- 
jaflTed   fituations ;  he  had  feen   violent  party 
ftruggles,  but  no  previous  time  prefented  an 
image  of  the  prefent.     How  far  the  tenn^per  of 
the  nation  and  ftate  of  parties  might  admit  of 
a  coalition,  he  could  not  decide.;  but  the  event 
.   was  devoutly  to   be  wi(hed.     Such  was   the 
alarming  ftate  of  aifairs^  that  the  country  loudly 
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claimed  tbe  aOBi(lan€e  of  every  heart  and  hand  ;  char,' 
and  though  fuch  a  co-operation  might  prevent  ^^^J 
defpair,  yet  the  mod  confident  and  refolute  of     »779^ 
mankind   muft  difcern  fufficient  motives   to 
ilagger  his  confidence,  and  fiiake  his  refolu^ 
lioQ. 

The  amendment  was  neMtived.^ 

Lord  John  Cavendish  moved  an  amend-  inthc 
ment  to  the  addrefe  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  llfl^^iff^ 
agreeing  verbatim  with  that  of  the  marquis  of 
Kockingham.  The  debate  was  condu6ied  with 
great  afperity,  and  few  inflances  are  found  in 
hiftory  of  fo  great  an  intemperance  of  fpeech. 
The  mover  of  the  amendment^  adverting  with 
a  fneer  to  the  mention  of  Divine  Providence  in 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  obferved,  Provi- 
dence was  indeed  the  great  ally  to  whom  alone 
tbe  kingdom'  owed  its  prefervation  ;  an  in- 
ferior fleet,  a  defencelefs  coaft,  an  exhaufted 
treafury,  prefented  an  eafy  prey  to  the  dnemy  ; 
minifters  fupine;  negligent,  and  divided,  had 
brought  the  realm  to  the  verge  of  deili*u6iion ; 
but  Providence  interpofed,  and  the  danger  blew 
over.  Such  were  the  glaring  abfurdities,  cji- 
minalomifiioi^,  and  fcandalous  inconfiftencies 
of  adminiflratlon,that,  unlefsthey  were  baniih- 
ed  from  the  royal  prefence,  and  this  fyftem 
totajly  overturned,  the  nation  muft  inevitably 
fall  under  the  power  of  its  enemies. 

The  king,  it  was  obferved,  had  not  in  hi» 
fpeech  once  mentioned  America :  the  accurfed 
war  with  that  country  had  coll  many  millions 
of  money,  many  thpufands  of  lives,  yet  it  was 
not  noticed  by  the  king,unlefs  included  in  th« 
general  term,  "all  my  dominions,"  though  by 
the  omifiion  of  a  more  particular  mention,  it 
might  be  fuppofed  the  king  faw  the  necef- 

-  ^   fity 
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CHAP,  fity  of  renouncing    all  claim  to  foTcreignty 

^Pj^^  over  the  colonies. 
A779^         The  internal  defence  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  protedion   of  its  external  poffeflions,  the 
guaranty  of  trade,  and  the  honour  of  the  nsc** 
tional  flag  were  fhaniefully  and  wickedly  nea* 
lecled.     Enormous  fums  had  been  voted  for  the 
army,  and  expended  without  an  appearance  of 
economy ;  inflead  of  detaching  parts  for  occa* 
fional  fervices,  the  imwieldy  machine  was  kept 
idle  and  ina6live  at  hbme.     The  modelling  of 
the  military  body  was  fcandalous  and  unjuft : 
the  experienced  veteran  was  fuperfeded  by  the 
raw  fuoaltern,  who  had  the  advantage  not  of 
fuperior  merit,   but  fuperior  patronage ;    and 
tliusthe  quick  fenfe  of  honour,   irritated  at 
undefcrved  indignity,  was  exhauiled  in  com* 
plaintsand  murmurings.  The  terrified  merchant 
trufted  with  reludtance  his  property  on  the- 
fea,  while  the  channel  was  covered  ^ith  the 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  and  the  intercourfe 
with  the  ocean  in  a  great  meafure  intercepted. 
Thefe  confederations  deprefled  the  fpirits  of  all 
who  were  engaged  in  commerce,  and  affe6led 
the  manufactures  of  the  nation.     The  lower 
clafs  of  people  M'^ere  unemployed,  and  the  value 
of  land  fuOered  an  alarming  and  rapid  decreafe. 
In  the  Weft  Indies,    Dominica  captured,  St 
Vincent's  wrefted  from  us,  and  Grenada  onct 
more  under  the  obedience  of  France.     Mif- 
fortune  and  dejedion  were  imprefled  on  Xht 
countenance  of  every  gentleman  who  had  pro- 
perty in  thofe  iflands ;  their  foitunes  had  been 
cruihed,  if  not  annihilated,  by  the  fhock.     The 
eoaft  of  Scotland  was  naked  and  defxencelefs ; 
Paul  Jones  might  have  deftroyed    Glafgow, 
Leith,  Greenock,  and  Edinburgh^,  the  peopl* 
of  Dumfriesiliire  had  petitioned  for  arms,  but 
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fiiftainedarttiortifying  refufal.     Plymouth,  the  c  hap.. 
fecoiul  naval  aifenal  in  the  kingdom,  had  been  ^^^^^ 
kft  undefended.     Providence  alone  had  pro-      1779. 
teftedit;  for  fuch  was  the  fuperiority  of  the 
combined  fleets,  that  the  Britilh  navy  fkulked 
in  the  channel,   hiding  among  the  rocks  for 
lafety,  and  ftealing  out  without  daring  to  fire 
figiial  guns  ;  while  the  artillery  of  the  enemy 
thundered  in  the  ears  of  the  people,  and  kept 
Plymokuth  in  continual  alarm.     The'garrifon 
M'as  fo  weak,  and  fo  little  capable  of  refiftance, 
that  had  the  enemy  landed,  they  muft  have 
defiroyed  the   town :  '*  We  would   have   met 
them,"faid  Mr.  Mindhin,    "with  the  fpirit  of 
Englifhmen,  but  fare  I  am  that  to  a  man  we 
mull  have  perifljed." 

In  th«  courfeof  debate,  an  aflertion  was  at- 
tributed to  the  friends  of  adminiftration,  that 
the  king  was  his  ownminifter,  his  own  admiral 
in  chief,  his  own  general,  his  own  fecretary,  his 
own  prefident  of  the  council,  and  his  own 
financier.  Although  lord  North  denied  the 
aflertion,  Fox  animadverted  on  it  as  a  doftrine 
dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  tending  to  re- 
move refponfibility  from  thofe  who  ought  to 
bear  it,  to  him  who  can  do  no  wrong,  and  can* 
not  be  .called  to  account.  But  though  in  ge- 
neral the  evils  of  a  reign  might  be  attributed 
to  wLeJked  miniilers,  flill  then  thofe  amounted 
to  a  certain  height,  the  minifters  were  forgot^ 
and  the  prince  alone  encountered  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people.  Charles  I.  and  James  IL 
paid  fox  tl)e  crimes  of  their  minifters,  the 
one  with  his  life,  the  other  with  his  crown  : 
their  fate  prefented  a  falutary  admonition  for 
fucceeding  fovereigns,  to  ri^ftrain  and  not 
blindly,  follow  the  di^tes  of  their .  fervants. 
It  was  not  a  fecret>  nor  ihould  it  be  a  moment 
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CHAP,  stbfent  from  the  king's  recoUedion,  that  he 
xxxvir.   owed  his  crown   to  the  delinquency  of  the 

^713^    Stuart  family.     The  pretenlSons  of  that  unfor- 
tunate and  detefted  race  could  occafion  no 
alann ;    but    were    one    of  them  remaining, 
what  fcope  for  upbraidings  and  remonflrances 
could  he  not  find  in  the  prefent  reign.     "  You 
have  biniflied  my  ancellors,"  he  might  ex- 
claim,   "  from    the  throne,    and   barred  thtf 
fceptre  againft  all  his  progeny  for  the  mifcon- 
du6t  of  his  minifters,  yet  your  prefent  mi- 
nifters  are  ten  times  more  wickea  and  igno- 
rant ;  and  whilft  you  give  your  fovereign  the 
title  of  beft  of  princes,  his    miniftdrs  have 
rendered   his  reign,  beyond  comparifon,  the 
mod   infamous  that   ever  difgraced  the   na- 
tion." 

"  No  period  in  the  hiftory  of  the  country," 
he  obferved,  "  furniflied  a  parallel  to  the  prefent, 
except  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.      His  family, 
like  thai  of  the  king,  did  not  claim  the  crown 
by  hereditary  defcent ;  both  owed  it  to  revo- 
lutions; both  were  amiable  and  pious  princes. 
Henry  was  the  fon  of  the  moft  renowned  mo- 
narch that  ever  fat  on  the  throne;  George  was 
grandfon  of  a  hero ;  Henry  loft  all  his  father's 
conquefts,  and  all  his  hereditary  provinces  in 
France;  George  had  already  feentne  conquefts 
of  his  grandfather  wrefted  from  him  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  his  hereditary  provinces  of  America 
erefted  into  an  empire,  that  difclaimed  all  con- 
nexion.    Brighter  profpeds  could  not  be  ima- 
gined than  thofe  which  diftinguillied  the  com- 
mencement of  his  majefty's  reign  :  polleifed  of 
immenfe  dominions,   and  the  warmefi,  affec- 
tions of  his  people,  his  acccfiton  was  highly 
flattering  to  himfelf  and  his  fubje£ls.     How 
fadly  was  the  fcene  reverfed !  liis  empire  dif- 
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Jnenibered,  liis  counfclsdiftraftcd,  ami  his  fub-  CrtAP. 
jeds  abating  their  fondnefs  for  his  peifoxi.  The  xxxvii, 
patience  of  the  people  was  not  unlimited  :  they     1779. 
would  at  laft  do  thenafelves  jaftice  by  infur- 
reftions ;   and  though  the  attendant  calami- 
ties could  not  be  juftified,  or  compenfated  by 
any  refulting  good,  yet  they  were  inevitable. 
Treacliery,  and  not  ignorance,  mud  have  pre- 
vailed  in  the  national  counfels,  to  reduce  the 
nation  to  fo  miferable  a  condition ;  the  niinifter 
ffiiofht  flatter  himfelf  in  the  prote6tiou  of  a 
majority,   or  fecurity  of  the  law;  but  whea 
a  nation  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  wretch- 
ednefs  arid  diftraftion  that  the  laws  could  af- 
ford the  people  no  relief,  they  would  afford  the 
minitters,  who  had  caufed  the  evil,   but  little 
proteftion.     What  the  law  of  the  land  could 
Bot,  the  law  of  nature  would  accompli/li ;  the 
people  would  inevitably  take  up  arms;  and  the 
firft  charaSers  in  the  kingdom  would  be  feen 
in  the  ranks-!" 

LoRB  Geor«e  Gordon,  whofe  intempe- 
rate fanaticifm,  and  audacious  virulence,  had 
often difgraced  the  houfe,  infilled  that  the  king's 
fpeech  abounded  in  impropriety,'  and  was  de- 
ficient in  common-fenfe :  the  miniftry  were  no 
iefs  odious  in  Ireland. than  in  England;  and 
the  people  of  Scotland  were  almoft  equally 
prepared  to  rife  in  oppofition.  Adverting  to 
the  refufal  to  permit  the  arming  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Dumfriesfliire,  he  read  a  letter  to  the 
ivikt  of  Queenflbury  from  the  fecretary  at  war : 
then  fuddenly  apoftrophifmg  that  minifter, 
"and  you,  Charles  Jenkinfon,"  he  exclaimed, 
"how  dui-ft  you  write  fuch  a  letter  1  Robert 
Bruce  would  not  have  dared  to  write  fuch  a 
one:  and  yet  the  fecretary  of  an  fleftor  of 
Hanover,  has  had  the  prefumption  to  do  it  r 
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C  ri  A  p,  the  royal  family  of  Stuart  were  baniflied  for 
XXXV a,  not  attending  to  the  voice  of  their  people;  and 
^^^Zm^    yet  the  eledor  of  Hanover  is  not  afraid  to  dif-  ^ 
regard   it     Sir  Hugh  Smithfon,  earl  Percy, 
(duke  of  Northumberland)  armed  cap-a-pie, 
inarches  at  the  head  of  all  the  cheefemongers 
and  grocers  from  Temple  Bar  to  Brentford, 
and  the  great  earl  Douglas  of  Scotland  is  not 
lo  be  entrufted  with  arms.     The  Scotch  are 
irritated  at  this  partiality ;  and  in  point  of  re- 
ligion they  are  exafperated,  as  they  are  con- 
vinced  the  king  is  aPapift." 

This  torrent  of  ribaldry  was  arretted  by  the 
interpofition    of  the   fpeaker,   but  unlimited 
acrimony  prevailed  during  the  whole  debate. 
The  adherents  of  admin  iitration  were  loaded 
with  perfonal  abufe,  and   national  reflections 
were  not  fpared.      ^'  Three  northern  oracles 
of  the    long-robe,  recommended,   no  doubt, 
to   favour   by  the   fmgular  loyalty  of  their 
houfes,  had  introduced,"  Temple  Luttrel  faid, 
"a  baleful  policy  into  the  government  '  Taxa- 
tion or  ftarvation,'  was  the  laconic  and  ener- 
getic expreffion  of  the  lord  advocate  of  Scot- 
land :    '  Let  loofe  the  favage  Indians,  more 
fierce  than  the  blood-hounds  of  Columbus,  and 
^  employ  the  negro  fervants  to  butcher  their 
mafters,'  exclaims  the  attorney-general:  '  ITie 
Rubicon,  the  Rubicon,'  is  the  word  of  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  laft  of  this  wor- 
thy, amiable  triumvirate,   *  We  muft  go  fonvard 
through  profcriptions,    devaftation,   and  cai'- 
nage.'    And  this  our  modem  hero  of  the  Ru- 
bicon, who  muft  foon  render  an  awful  account 
before  a  judge  far  mightier  than  himfelf,  in- 
ftead  of  leaving  commentaries  on  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  England,  will  bequeath-co^n- 
mentarifs  on  the  American  campaigns,  from 

which 
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which  future  leaders  under  avengeful  com-  chap- 
Aiiffions,  may  learn  their  beft  leflbns  of  bar-  ^^V 
barity,  and  improve  in  every  art  of  increafing     »779« 
human  wretchednefs.      And   yet   the   day  is 
not  far  diftant,  when  (in  the  words  of  their 
countryman  Macbeth)  they  fhall  call  out  iit 
a  woeful  concert — *  we  but  teach  bloody  in- 
ftruftions,  which  being  taught,  return  to  plague 
the  inventors'. " 

Perhaps  this  unufual  virulence  of  inveftive, 
enabled  minifters  to  make  their  defence  more 
readily  than  a  temperate  oppofition,  joined 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  times,  would  ha^** 
allowed  them  to  expeft.  The  extreme  irrita- 
bility and  indecent  violence  of  the  minority, 
juftifled  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Adam,  that 
thefe  days  exhibited  the  political  phenomenon 
of  an  unfuccefsful  miniftry,  and  an  unpopular 
oppofition. 

All  the  minifters  concurred  in  denying 
that  they  had  endeavoured  to  evade  rcfpon- 
fibility,  by  implicating  the  perfonal  chara6ter 
of  his  majefty  in  their  meafures;  fuch  an 
attempt  would  not  have  been  lefs  abfurd 
than  unconftitutional,  fince  the  law  annexed 
to  their  fituations  a  refponfibility,  which  no 
artifice  could  compromife  or  avoid.  The  prin- 
cipal defence  of  adminiftration  refted  on  lord 
North,  who  reduced  the  whole  matter  of  com- 
plaint againft  the  cabinet  to  the  fingle  faft,  that 
the  houie  of  Bourbon  pofTeffed  a  greater  naval 
force  than  Great  Britain.  That  they  had  been 
permitted  to  collect  this  force  unmolefted  and 
undifturbed,  could  not  be  imputed  as  a  crime; 
but  a  review  of  the  campaign,  would  fhew  that 
difgrace,  not  honour,  had  accrued  to  them  from 
its  piDgrefs.  They  had  equipped  a  formidable 
armament;  threattned^  performed  i^othing,  and 
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c. H  A  f .  retired :  their  profcffed  obied  was  inVafion,  they 
^^^^^'  liad  not  dared  to  niake  the  attepupt,  and  werer 
i'779.      tlierefore  foiled ;  their  armaments  had  paradedf 
%o  no  piirpofe,  and  their  millions  were  ftiuan- 
dered  iu   vain  ;    he   alnioll  wiflied  they  had 
^nded)  convinced  that  a  Britifli  militia  would 
have  addied  defeat  to  their  prefent  difgrace. 
It  was*  not  candid  in  oppofition  to  attribute 
the  ppoteftion  of  our  trade  entirclyi  to  Provi- 
dence ;  it  could  not  efcape  tbeiF  penetration, 
th^tf^i'  au  admiral  with  thirty-fix  or  forty  fail 
^  tile  line,  to  keep  in  check  a  fleet  confifting 
©f  fixty-fix  fail,  required  more  than  con^mou; 
abilities ;    noi'  could  they  refufe  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  by  keeping  togetlier  fuch  an  im-« 
n^ufc  armament,  which  might  otlierwife  have 
been  feparated  and  employed  on  fpccific  opcra- 
tioas,  the  Britiili  admiral  h^  rendered  au  im- 
jportant  fervice  to  trade^  and  merited  admiratiooi 
and  a{)p(lAufe.     It  was  aiked,*  Why  the  junction 
of  the  two  hofiile  fleets  had  not  been  prevented  ?• 
Such  had  been  the  iutentiou  of  minifiers,  but 
the  French,  in  order  to  anticipate  it,  had  put 
to   fea  in  fo  bad  a  ftate  of  preparation,  tlbat 
many  of  their  Uiips  were  afterwards  obliged  to 
r^eturia  into  port.  The  Britiih  fleets  on  which  th© 
exiftence  of  the  nation  depended,  could  not, 
for  the  fake  of  avoiding  delay,  foil  in  an  im- 
l^crfe^t  condition,  but  had  Sir  Cljiarles  Hardy 
Jiupwiii  in  the  fummer  the  internal  fiate  of  the 
cjombiued  fleet,   he  would  have  defired  and 
fcught  an  engagement,  which,  from  the  healthy. 
Ipiiit,  activity,  and  fiiperior  naval  fkill  of  the^ 
firiti^j,  fquad.ron,  could  only  have  tenninated 
lorioufly    for  the  country.      Plymouth  hadi 
jecn   reinfqrced  at  the  moment  of   danger^ 
and  was  now  m  a  condition  to  defy  the  united 
#'^ft^  Sf. ilj«M4fp/.Qf  BourbQpii  the  navy  wa^s 
sx^  .  .  daily 
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daily  augmentin^^,  and  though  he  was  averfe  chap. 
to  render  difappointment  dreadful,  by  fanguine  ^j^7u5* 
predifclions,  he  had  the  fimieft  hope  of  a  bril-      1779. 
liant  campaijtn  in  the  fpring. 

The  fecretary  at  war,  vindicated  or  palliated 
feveral  imputed  a6ts  of  mifconduft  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  army ;  and  the  attorney-gene- 
ral and  Mr.  Dundas,  reinforced  lord  North's 
general  arguments,  with  many  judicious  and 
appofite  obfervations.  The  amendment  was 
negatived. ' 

IK  thefe   debates    frequent  allufions  were  Aftinof 
made  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  the  miferies  ^^^^ 
and  expeftations  of  the  people :   the  members 
of  adminiftration  in  both  houfes,  gave  pofitive 
alfurances,  that  plans  and  arrangements  were 
in  contemplation,  which  would  give  entire  fa- 
tisfa6lion  to  that  branch  of  the  empire.     Before 
thefe  intentions  could  be  put  in  execution, 
lord  Shelburne,  having  obtained  a  fummdns  of  ift  Dec. 
the  houfe,  recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  the  ^^  ^^^'' 
kft  ieilion,  blamed  the  delay  of  minifters  in  motion, 
affording  relief,   and   attributed  to  that  cir- 
cumftance,  the  prevalent  difaffeflion  and  for- 
midable front  of  refiftance  in   Ireland.    The 
government  had  been  abdicated,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  juftified,  by  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  the  laws  of  felf  prefervation,  in 
refuming  the  powers.     He  would  not,  however, 
gather  their  fentiments  from  the  proceedings 
of  county  and  town  meetings,   the  language 
pf  afTociations,  and  the  general  fpirit,  but  con- 
fine himfelf  to  an  authentic  ftate  paper ;  the 
addrefs  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  which 
declared  that  ^^  nothing  lets  than  a  free  trade 
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CHAP,  would  refcue  llie  kingdom  from  ruin."  Tbb 
•^£2^Z15'  ^^'^^  ^^^  united  voice  of  the  nation,  conveyed 
X779'  to  the  throne,  through  the  proper  conftitutional 
organs  ;  in  it,  all  parties  and  defcriptions  of 
men  concurred ;  Church  of  England  men, 
Roman  Catliolics,  diffenters  and  fectaries  of 
every  clafs ;  whigs  and  tories,  placemen,  pen- 
fioners,  and  country  gentlemen ;  Engliflimen  by 
birth,  in  fhort,  every  man  in  and  out  of  parlia- 
ment: fucli  was  the  prcfent  temper  of  Ireland. 
"When,  during  the  laft  feffion,  their  affairs  were 
fubmittcd  to  parliament,  moderate  conceflion, 
and  the  hope  of  obtaining  more  in  future,  would 
have  fatisfied  them  J  but  now,  from  the  mif- 
condud,  incapacity,  and  above  all,  the  fliame- 
ful  inattention  of  miniftcrs.  Great  Britain  was 
driven  to  the  melancholy  teims  of  fubmitting 
to  the  dictates  of  Ireland,  or  of  lofing  Ireland 
as  well  as  America.  He  attributed  much  of 
this  mifconduft  to  lord  North,  who  etern'ftllv 
flept  when  he  fhould  be  awake,  was  fcarccly 
ever  attentive,  but  when  alacrity  led  to  error, 
and  who  never  moved  with  more  than  his  ac- 
cuftomed  pace,  however  preffing  the  exigency 
or  imminent  the  peril :  fimilar,  in  this,  to  the 
French  general,  who,  though  he  received  intel- 
ligence that  forty  thoufand  men  were  in  dan- 
ger of  being  furrounded,  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  put  his  horfe  into  a  trot. 

His  lordfliip  reviewed  the  complaints  and 
grievances  of  Ireland,  attributing  them  chief- 
ly to  the  power  of  the  crown,  in  difburfing  tlie 
hereditary  revenue,  and  the  mifchicvous  dif- 
pofal  of  church  preferment,  and  to  the  rejection 
of  bills  calculated  for  relief,  by  the  interference 
of  the  miniftcr  in  the  houfe  of  commons,' 
From  thefe  caufes,  inftead  of  ten  or  twelve 
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ihoufand  a^ociators,  full  four  times  the  number  chap. 
were  well  armed  and  accoutred,  and  daily  im-  ^22^X1^* 
proving  in  difcipline.  The  honour  and  dignity  «?79' 
of  the  crown  were  difgraccd.  The  fword  was 
dropped ;  and  the  people  had  taken  it  up^  on  the 
double  motive  of  defending  themfelves  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  and  obtaining  by  arms  juf- 
tice,  which,  as  in  the  cafe  of  America,  had  been 
denied  to  their  humble  applications,  and  the 
repeated  narratives  of  their  calamities  and  dif- 
trefs.  He  concluded  by  moving  a  vote  of 
cenfure  on  minifters,  for  neglecting  to  take 
tfFeftual  meafures  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  in 
confequence  of  the  addrefs  of  the  nth  of 
May,  and  fuffering  the  difcontents  to  arife  to 
a  height  \^hich  endangered  the  political  con- 
nexion of  the  two  countries. 

Lord  Hillsborough  defended  the  con- 
dud  of  adminiilration,  and  proved  that  no 
delay  could  be  fairly  imputed ;  meafures  for 
relief  of  Ireland  could  not  be  adopted  by 
government,  bat  muft  flow  from  the  legiflature, 
and  could  not  be  entered  on  without  proper 
information.  A  letter  had  been  written  in  May 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  an  anfwer  received 
only  in  June,  replete  with  important  informa- 
tion; fince  which  time,  minil^ers  had  been 
indefatigably  employed  in  making  arrange- 
ments, and  the  refult  would  be  fpeedily  com- 
municated to  parliament. 

Much  extraneous  matter  was  introduoed 
into  the  debate,  as  well  by  lord  Shelburne,  as 
thofe  who  followed  him,  tending  to  convey 
cenfure  both  on  particular  members  of  the 
cabinet,  and-  on  the  coUediye  body  of  admi* 
niftration.  Lord  Abingdon  recited  a  threat  of 
lord  Lyttleton,  who  died  fince  the  beginning 

of 
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CHAP.  ofthe£effion;*  importing  that  he  would  reveal 
3g^][^'  laatters  refoefting  the  miniftry,  which  all  their 
,77^.  arts  of  impofition,  and  hitherto  unAaken  effron- 
tery ^could  not  countervail.  The  marquis  ofRock- 
ingham  related  an  anecdote  refpefting  the  pur- 
chafc  of  the  clerkfliip  of  the  pells  from  Mr.  Fox 
to  beftow  it  on  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  which  loaded  the 
Irifli  eftabliiliment  with  an  addition  of  three 
thoufand  pounds  ayear.  Lord  Goweroppofed  the 
inotum,  though  convinced  that  the  cenfure  was 
well  founded;  "  he  had  prefided'*  hfe  faid  **  for 
Ibme  vears  at  the  council  table,  and  had  feen 
fuch  things  pafs  thete  of  late,  that  no  man  of 
honour  or  confcience  could  fit  any  longer.'* 
The  times  required  explicit  declarations;  he 
had  fupported  the  American  war,  on  principle, 
and  was  ftill  confident  that  the  refources  of  the 
country  were  fufficient  to  refift  the  dangerous 
confederacjr  by  which  it  was  oppofed  ;  but  to 
profit  by  thofe  refources,  energy  and  effeft  muft 
Wreftorcd  to  goverament.  Lord  Shelburne's 
motiboa  was  negatived.* 
iftDec.  ^^  ^^  (kme  day  in  which  this  motion  wa« 

Motion  m   difcui&d  in  the  upper  houfe,  lord  North  com- 
If^comf*     municated  to  the  commons  additional  papers 
nons.        on  tibe  fubje6i  of  Ireland,  promifing  the  re- 
mainder with  all  convenient  expedition,  Und 
that  m  eight  days  he  would  introduce  a  plan, 
which    would    convince  the    fifter    kingdom 
of  the  genuine  goodwill  to'^^ards  her,  which 
€ih  Dec.     gofferned  his  majefty's  counfels*    This  intima- 
tion dad  not  prevent  the  earl  of  Upper  Offory 
fi?Qm  introducing  to  the  houfe  a  motion  of 
cenfure,  exaftly  fimilar  to  tliat  of  lord  Shel- 
1>ujme,  which  he  inforced  by  nearly  the  fame 
axgcunoits. 

•  a7th  November  1779.  ^  ti  to  37. 
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The  motion  was  oppofed  on  the  a;eneral  prin-  oh  \p* 
ciple  that  no  negleft  had  been  proved,  and  that  tgi^/-^ 
the  charge  was  not  fpecifically  pointed.  The  «779-  * 
grievances  of  Ireland  did  not  originate  with 
the  prcfentminifters  ;  nor  was  any  a6i;  of  theirs 
included  in  the  complaint,  which  embmced  a 
feries  of  afts  of  parliament  from  the  twelfth  of 
Charles  11.  to  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
reign,  but  none  fince  his  majefly's  accelEoo. 
The  Irifli  defired  a  free  tiade.  Had  the  mi- 
niftry  reftrained  their  trade  ?  on  the  contrary 
they  had  enlarged  it ;  they  had  given  bounties 
on  the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  encouraged 
the  growth  of  hemp  and  tobacco ;  pernntted 
the  exportation  of  woollen  for  cloathing  the 
troops  of  that  country,  and  of  feveral  articles 
to  the  Weft  Indies  and  the  coaft  of  Africa: 
they  had  conferred  more  benefits  on  the  IriA 
natk>n  in  the  compafs  of  a  few  years  than  all 
tiie  other  adminiftrations  fince  the  Revolution. 
Earl  Nugent^  though  he  loved  his  native 
country,  difapproved  the  motioQ*  He  had 
pcopofed  (and  he  confidered  the  propofitioa 
foumled  in  wifdom  and  liberality)  to  relieve 
Ireland  from  the  reftri6iions  on  commerce. 
His  views  were  to  produce  equal  benefits  ta 
both  countries  (for  God  forbid  he  iliould  ad- 
vance any  local  intereft  to  the  general  pie/u* 
dice  of  the  Britifh  empire)  and  grant  to  Ireland 
every  indulgence  which  could  promife  fubftan- 
tial  benefit  without  injury  to  Great  Britain. 
Many  branches  of  manufa6;u.re  and  commerce 
were  monopolized,  to  the  great  detriment  and 
impoveriihraent  of  Ireland,  without  material 
benefit  to  £n  gland. 

In  difcuffing  the  mere  merits  of  the  motion^ 
few  opportunities  occurred  of  blaming  or  dif- 
trelUng  adminiftration ;  but  the  mofi  perverfe 

and 
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CHAP,  anil  malignant  mode  was  adopted  of  drawing 
^^g^"*    parallels  between  Ireland  and  America;  ftating 
<779.     the  conduft  of  the  one  to  be  no  lefs  rebellious 
than  that  of  the  other,  and  braving  the  mini- 
fter  to  exercife  fimilar  vengeance.     "  Ireland,". 
it  was  faid,    **  fpumed  at  the  Britifli  claim  of 
dominion ;  confidering  herfelf  free  and  indepen- 
.  dent,  and  was  determined  to  maintain  the  prin- 
ciple.   A  mob  had  rifen  in  Dublin,  and  non-im- 
portation agreements  had  taken  place ;  why  not, 
like  ill-fated  Bofton,  fliut  up  the  port  of  Dublin, 
bum  Cork,  reduce  Waterford  to  arties  ?  Why  not 
prohibit  all  popular  meetings  in  that  kingdom, 
and  deftroy  all  popular  eleftions?    Why  not 
alter  the  ufual  mode  of  ftriking  juries,  as  was 
done  by  the  Maflachuflfets  charter  aft  ?  Why 
^Dot  bring  the  Dublin  rioters  over  to  this  coun- 
tiyto  be.  tried  by  an  Englifh  jui-y?  Why  not 
fiiut  up  their  ports,  and  prevent  them  from 
trading  with  each  other  ?  And  lallly,  why  not 
d^Iare  them  out  of  the  king's  peace  ?  In  fliort, 
why  not  profcribe  the  principal  leaders  who  held 
commiilions,  not  under  the  crown,  but  by  the 
eleftion  of  the  very  corps  which  they  command- 
ed, and  declare  the  whole  kingdom  in  rebellion? 
Theanfwer  was  plain  and  direft  :  miniftersdare 
not :  fad   and    dear-bought   experience   had 
t€ught  them  the  folly  as  well  as  impraftica- 
bility  of  fuch  meafures ;  the  danger  of  the  prc- 
fent  awful  moment  made  infolence  and  arro- 
gance give  way  to  fear  and  humiliation  I  The 
motion  was  rejefted." 
ijtHDfc.       Lord  North,  in  piirfuance  of  his  promife, 
fordid  to    introduced  three  propofitions  for  the  relief  of 
ireiaDd,      Ireland,  allowing  a  free  export  of  wool,  woollens, 
and  \tool  flocks ;  of  glafsand  all  kinds  of  glais 
manufaftures ;  and  a  free  trade  with  the  Britifli 
plantations  on  certain  conditions ;  the  baiis  of 

•  173  to  too, 
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which  was  an  equality  of  taxes  and  cuftoms*   chap. 
The  miniftcr's  fpeech  was  one  of  the  moll  able,  ^^^ 
intelligent,   and  fi^tisfaftory   which  had,  ever      \77> 
been  delivered  in  parliament     The  two  firft 
bills  paffed  without  delay  ;  the  third  was  ar- 
refted  in  its  progrefs  till  the  fentiments.  of  the 
Irifli  could  be  afcertained.    But  although  great 
pains  were  taken  to  inflame  the  pride,  and 
mcreafe  tiie  pretentions  of  that  nation,  by  rci- 
prefenting  the  conceflions  as  matter  of  right 
not  of  favour,  as  a  tribute  to  their  military 
fpirit,  not  as  a  fpontaneous  eflFiifion  of  afFeftion, 
the  Iriili  parliament  was  too  wife  to  depreciate 
prefent  gain  by  remote  and  ufelefs  fpeculation,- 
both  houfes  received  tlie  afts  with  great  fatis- 
iuftion,  and  expreflions  of  loyalty  to  the  king,' 
and  efteem  for  the  Britiili  legiflature  :  and  the 
people    declaied    the    utmoil   cordiality  and 
friendfliip  towards   England.'     Lord  North,  ^^-p^ 
with  only  a  few  impediments  fi'om  loxd  George    17S0. 
Gordon,   and   other  fubalterns  of  oppolition, 
perfefted  his  original    plan;  adding    to    the 
meafures  already  enumerated,  a  repeal  of  the 
prohibitions  on  exporting  Englifli  gold  coin, 
and  importing  foreign  hops,  and  enabling  the 
Irifli  to  become  members  of  the  Turkey  com- 
pany, and  trade  to  the  Levant. 

While  the  minifter  was  thus  endeavouring  Effiirt«on 
to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  filler  kingdom,  tlie.  ^f\^^ 
fpirit  of  difaffeftion  was  ftudioufly  excited  in  my. 
England^  by  appeals  on  a  fubje6l  which  never  fails 
to  intereft  the  feelings  of  a  commercial  nation, 
the  expences  of  government,  and  the  neceflity 
of  economy.     A  jealous  vigilance  over  the 
national  purfe  is  one  of  the  moll  facred  duties 
pf  a  member  of  parliament ;  and  every  exertion   ^ 
apparently    infligated   by  that  motive  gains 

« 

^  See  lord  Imham^s  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  conimoni  the  24.th 
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CHA^  credit  and  regard  from  the  moil  fedate  and 
Ss^'*  prudent  part  of  fociety.  It  is  eafy  to  combine 
9779*  with  the  performance  of  this  duty  a  harih  and 
and  eearfe  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
vulgar  and  inconfulcrate,  by  declaiming  againft 
the  ^ndour  of  royalty,  the  expenfivenefs  of 
finccure  and  other  places,  and  the  luxury  of  the 
depcndei^ts  of  the  court,  compared  with  the 
pcBury  of  the  people  at  large.  Thefe  unworthy 
^iForte  rarely  fail  of  their  effeft,  efpecially  in  a 
coftly  and  unfuccefsful  war.  To  thefe  topics 
the  oppofition  now  had  recourfe,  and  blended 
with  this  dangerous  and  fallacious  mode  of 
difcuilion,  the  inference,  ftill  more  dangerous  and 
fallacious,  that  all  thefe  expences  were  not  only 
detrimental  to  the  pecuniary  interefts  of  the 
people,  but  that  their  liberties  were  bought 
and  ibid  with  their  own  plunder,  as  all  the  fop- 
plics  extorted  from  them  were  employed  to  ex- 
tend the  undue  influence  of  the  crown.  This 
•was  the  political  text  of  the  whole  feffion,  and 
wa»  dilated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  occafion 
more  danger  to  the  fafety  of  government  than 
a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  and  a  hoftile  foreign 
confederacy  had  been  able  to  efFec'^t:. 

In  conformity  with  this  principle,  the  efti* 
mates  and  fupplies  were  cenfured  with  peculiar 
acrimony;  and  no  argument uneifayed  which 
eould  beget  uneafinefs  in  the  public  mind,  and 
convert  a  wholefome  attention  to  pecuniary 
kitereft  into  a  feverifh  folicitude  about  eco* 
nomy. 
jAUec.         The  firft  attempt  to  give  to  this  dangerous 

S^d^k^^'f  P™^ip'^  ^^  defired  direftion  was  made  by  the 

Hictotl^d,  duke  of  Richmond,  who  moved  for  an  addrefo 

intreating  the  king  to  ref)e6l  on  the  manifold 

diilreifes  of  the  country ;  that  profufion  was 

not  vigour,  and  that  it  became  indifpenfably 

necei&Ty 
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neceffary  to  adopt  that  true  economy,  which  chap. 
by  reforming  all  ufelefs  expences  creates  con*  ^^^^* 
fidence  in  government;  fubmitting  to  his  con-     177^ 
fideration,  that  a  conjiderable  redii6lion  of  the 
civil  lift  would  be  an  example  well  worthy  his 
affeftion   for  his '  people,  and   would  extend 
through   every  department  of  the  ftate  ;  and 
affuring  him,  that  any  member  of  the  houfe 
would  cheerfully  fubmit  to  fuch  reduftion  in 
the  emoluments  of  office  as  his  majefty  ihould 
think  proper. 

In  fuppoit  of  this  motion  the  duke  recapi- 
tulated the  larsre  war  eftablifhment  which  Great 
firitain  was  obliged  to  maintain;  the  imm^nfe 
expence  with  which  it  was  attended,  and  the 
frightful  increafe  of  the  national  debt.  He 
contrafted  the  ftate  of  this  country  with  that  of 
France,  where  Necker  had  borrowed  near  four 
millions  fterling  in  two  years  without  imposing 
any  taxes,  but  providing  for  the  intereft  by  fav- 
ings :  thus  our  inveterate  enemy  was  adopting 
the  wife  fyftemof  economy,  while  we  were  daily 
plunging  deeper  into  boundlefs  extravagance. 
The  whole  landed  property  of  Great  Britain 
was  mortgaged  for  an  annual  payment  of  eight 
inillions,  and  the  land  and  fea  force  to  be  main- 
tained for  the  Ciirrent  year  was  already  an^ 
nounced  at  two  hundred  and  feventy-threc 
thoufand  men.  He  did  not  wiih  to  abridge 
the  dignity  and  fplendour  pf  the  crown ;  but 
the  king  ought  to  fet  the  example  of  retrench- 
ment, which  he  had  no  doubt  tne  lords  would 
cheerfully  follow.  In  an  explanatory  fpeech 
he  faid,  "  I  do  not  intend  to  dedu6i  from  the 
penfions  fettled  on  perfons  who  have  wafted 
fortunes  in  the  fcrvicc  of  the  country :  the 
P^lhams,  tbo   Walpoles,    and  the  Pitts,  am 

namet 
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CHAP.  Dames  remembered  with  fuflficient  gratitude  to 
'^Jw*  mfitke  their  penfions  facred/' 
J779»         In  the  debate  other  popular  topics  were  in- 
troduced: as  the  influence  of  the  crown,  and 
the  neceflity  of  a  radical  reform.     The  objec- 
tioDS  to  the  motion  were,  that  none  of  the  fefts 
it  recited  were  authenticated ;  a  confiderahk 
redudion  conveyed  no  fpecific  meaning,  nor 
could  any  minifter  prefume  to  advife  the  kin^ 
under  fuch  a  vote.     Even  fliould  the  addreS 
be  prefented,  his  majefty  was  not  bound,  to  pay 
jegard  to  it ;  the  civil  lift  was  eftabliflied  by 
aft  of  parliament,  and  could  not  be  retrenched 
by  the  decifion  of  one  houfe  ;  nor  could  any 
thing  but  ana6i;  of  parliament,  founded  on  in- 
formation, which  it  would  be  laborious  and 
difficult  to  obtain,  effeft  a  reduftion  in  every 
fpecies  of  official  emolument.     The  civil  lift 
would  not  in  fa6l  bear  any  diminution,  and  it 
^urould  be  a  bafenefs  in  parliament,  after  fo  re- 
cently voting  an  augmentation,  to  declare  their 
inability  to  make  good  their  own  grant*    The 
motion  was  confidered  as  intended  only  to  ef- 
feft  the  removal  of  adminiftration,  ana  an  ex- 
plicit avowal  of  that  purpofe  i^ould  have  been 
more   candid   and    honourable.     It    was    re^ 
jefted.' 
ijtiiDec.        The  fubjeft  of  economical  reform  was  mtro- 
BurWc       duced  into  the  lower  houfe  by  Mr.  Burke,  who 
Salf^M*   gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  propofe,  after 
mtention     the  Tcccfs^  fomc  important  regulations.     Lik^ 
wiu  fof  ^  *^  ^^^  ^f  Richmond,  he  vaunted  the  bene- 
tconomicai  ficial .  retrenchments  of  Necker,  to  which  he 
jciorm.      attributed  the  creation  of  a  marine  from  the 
jubbi/h,  wrecks,  and  fragments  of  the  late  war. 
The  Britilli  minifter,  on  the  contrary,   nev£r 
gave  a  hint,  ntsj^i  direfted  a  glance  towards 

'       *     •  '  77  »  W 
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Ihehnportant  fubjed  of:economjs  though  the  chap. 
Dutch  pra^ice  and  the  Roman  principle  might  ^^^^ 
have  taught  him    that  old  and  true  Jeflbn,     »77f. 
magnum  vectigal  eft  parfimoitia\*  but  ifmi- 
iiifters  were  thus : negligent,  it  vfld^  the  duty  of 
the  houfe  to  comply  with  the  general  wifli  of  r . 

the  people.     He  suiticipated  a  cold  receptioii 
of  Ims   prcqiofitions,    a)s  they    would   tend  to 
ireaken  the  influence: of  the  court ;  .men  out  of 
cdfice  could  onlyxjfFerj  tiie  people  muft  achieve 
the  reft ;  if  they  were  not  true  to  themfelves, 
no  other  power .  could  fave   them.    All  the 
grievances  of  the  nation  arofe  from  the  fatal 
and  overgrown  influence  of  the  crown ;  and 
that  influence  itfelf  from  the  enormous  prodi- 
gality of  the  commons.    Formerlyj  the  opera*- 
lion  of  influence  wa§  confined  to  the  fuperior 
orders  of  the  (late ;  it  had  of  late  iniinuated 
itfelf  into  every  creek  and  cranny  in  the  king- 
dom.    There  was  fcarcely  a  family  fo  hidden 
and  Idft  in  the  obfcurefl:  recefles  of  the  commu-*- 
nity,  which  did  not  feel  that  it  had  fomething 
to  keep  or  to  get,  to  hope  or  to  fear,  from  the 
favour  or  difpleafure  of  the  crown.     Some  de- 
cree of  influence  was  neceflary  for  government; 
*ut  for  the  fake  of  government,  for  the  fake  of 
^ftoiing  that  reverence  which  was  its  founda- 
tion, the  exorbitancy  of  influence  ought  to  be 
reftrained.     Every  one  muft  be  fenfible  of  the 
increafe  of  influence,  and  the  degradatfon  of 
authority.    The  reafon  was  evident :  govern- 

*  In  quotmg  tfa(«  apophtherm  Burke  inadvertantly  u(ed  a  filTe 
^•ttry,  prononncing  the  ^wrd  vc^gal  veftKgal.  The  claflical  ear 
of  Foot  immcdiattly  caught  the  errofi  and  in  a  whifpef  he  conre£t^ 
\a%  colleague.  Burioey  with  great  prefence  of  mind)  turned  the  iii- 
«dnit  to  advantage :  *  My  honovrable  friend  informs  me,**  he 
ftid,  "that  I  have  kniftaken  the  quantity  of  a  principal  word  in  my 
^notation  t  I  JUn  glad,  however^to  repeat  the  inefljimablt  adage^**.add 
«ith  incresfed  tntrgy^  ht  thu|Mlcrtd  forth|  **  magaom  vtA-t-gal 
tftpaifimoia/* 

VOL.  III.  «  ment 
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CHAP.'  ment  fliould  have  foYc^  adequate  to  itS  ftxnt?- 
^xxvu.  tions,  but  no  riibfe  ;•  if -it  Imd  enough  to  fup- 
1779.  P^^  itlelf^  in  abufing  or  negleciiiig  them,  they 
inuft  ^ver  be  tibufed '  or  negle^ed  ;  men. would 
i^Iy  op  poAVei'  for  a  juftifiCUtion  of  their'  xant 
of  order,  rigilance,  forefight^Stid  all  the  virtues, 
iill  the  (ju^difioations  of  fihtelnien:  The  miniftcr 
niight  ^xtfti  but  the  goveratfient  was  gone.   . 

''  Tt 'is- 'thus,"  he  "e.^^eklrffe^-  "  that  you  fee 
the  fame  meii,  in  the  fanie  power,  fitting  undis- 
turbed befor^  you,  th'feiigh  thirteen  colonic 
are  loft.     Thus  the  marine  of  France  and  Spain 
has  cj'uietly  grown  and  proffered  under  their 
)eye,  and  been  foftered  by  their  negleft.     Thus 
all  hope  of  alliance  in  Europe  is  abandoned* 
Thus  three  of  our  Weft  India  iflands  have  been 
torn  from  us  in  a  funimer.     Thus  Janvaica,  the 
taoft  important  of  all,  has  been  negleflied,  and 
all  inquiry  into  thatnegleft  ftifled.     Thus  Ire- 
land ha^  been  brought  into  a  ftate'  of  diftrac- 
tion,  that  no  one  dares  even  to  difcufs ;  the  bill 
relating  to  it,  though  making  great  and  per- 
plexing changes,  is  fuch,  that  no  one  know» 
what  to  fay,  or  what  not  to  fay  refpe-Aing  it 
Our  parliamentary  capacity  is  extinguilhed  hy 
the  difficulty  bf  our  fituation.     The  bilMias 
been  mumbled  over  with  rapidity  ;  and  il  psifiea 
in  the  filence  of  death.     Had  goveinnicnt  any 
degree  of  ftrength,  could  this  have  happened  ? 
'Could  the   moft  ancient  prerogative    of    ih^ 
croAV'n,  with  relation  to  the  moft  client ial  obje&, 
the  militia,  have  been  annihilated  witii  fo  mvch 
"fcotn  as  it  has  been,  eveil  at  our  doors  ?      Coukl- 
his  maiefty  have  been  degraded  from  the  confl- 
J.d.cnce  bf  his  people  of  Irelanfl  in  at  raanner  (b 
•lignal/.and  fo  cUfgra6cfal,. !  that  they  who  have 
'ttiifted'hfa  pedeceli'ar&iu  maim  particulars  fbr 
^\;a;  and  in  all,  for  two  years,  ilioukl  have  qon- 

'  '-•     -trarted 
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tracledlheir  confidence  in  him  to  a  poor  ftinted  chap. 
tenure  of  fix  months  ?    Could  the  government   ^^^^' 
of  this  country   have  been  thus  caft  to  the     1779. 
ground,  and  thus  daflied  to  pieces  in  its  fall,  if 
the  influence  of  a  court  was  its  natural  and     ' 
proper  poife;  if  corruption  was  its  foundnefs; 
and  felf-intereft  had  the  virtue  to  keep  it  erefl; 
and  firm  upon  its  bafe  r"    • 

The  difeafe  of  go vcrnment,  heobferved,  was 
a  repletion;  the  over- feeding  of  the  ftomach 
had  deftroyed  the  vigour  of  the  limbs.  He  had 
long  afcertained  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  and 
the  fpecific  remedy ;  but  had  feftrained  his 
thoughts,  partly  from  want  of  perfonal  impoit- 
ance,  partly  from  the  efFe6ts  of  his  own  dif- 
pofition ;  he  was  not  naturally  an  economift, 
and  was  cautious  of  experiment,  even  to  timi- 
dity. But  the  temper  of  the  times  was  favour- 
able to  refonnation ;  there  was  a  dawn  of  hope  j 
and  though  the  powers  of  a  miniftry  were  beft 
cakulateo  to  give  ciFe6l  to  fuch  a  plan,  the  pre- 
sent aufpi  cious  moment  was  not  to  be  negleaed- 
He  would  hot  yet  difclofeall  the  particulars  of 
hfs  plan,  lie  would  referve  the  means  of  executy- 
iugit^  and  ftate  only  the  end,  obje6ls,  and  limits. 

He  intended  a  regulation,  fubftantial  as  far 
as  it  extended,  which  would  give  to  the  public 
fervice  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
and  annihilate  a  portion  of  influence  equal  to 
the  places  of  fifty  members  of  parliament.  Such 
a  reform  was  more  to  be  relied  on  for  removing 
themeans  of  corruption  than  any  devices  to  pre- 
vent its  operation  :  an  abrogation  of  the  fources 
of  influence  would  render  difqualifications  un- 
necfffary  ;  but  while  the  fources  remained,  nor 
thing  could  prevent  their  operation  on  parlia- 
ment. No  other  radical  attempt  at  reformar 
tion  need,  howevi'r,  he  impeded :  the  prefcnt 
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CHAP,  plan  could  not  make  a  csfrelelk  minifter  an  eco-* 
xxxvn.  tidinift ;  but  it  would  be  a  check  on  the  worft, 
and  a  benefit  to  the  beft- 

He  then  detailed  the  litnits  of  his  fcheme! 
the  firft  V^  founded  in  the  rules  of  jufiice} 
nothing  llioMld  be  invaded  which  was  field  by 
a  private  individual  (indcr  a  legal  tenure.    The 
next  limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity  and  mercy : 
where  offices  might  be  fupprefled  which  fortneA 
the  whole  maihtenance  or  innocent  people,  it 
was  hard,  and  hardfliip  \v^  a  kind  of  injuftice^ 
that  they  M^ho  had  been  decoyed  into  particular 
fituations  by  the  prodigality  of  parliament,  fhotild 
be  facrificed  to  its  repentance.    The  removals 
therefore  embraced  in  his  intended  plan,  would 
fall  almoft   intirely  on  thofe  who  held  office;! 
from  which  they  might  be  removed  to  accom- 
modate  minifterral   arrangetnents,  and  furely 
(he  accommodation  of  the  public  was  a  caufe 
of  removal  full  as  important  as  the  convenience 
of  any  adminiftration,  or  the  difpleafure  of  any 
minifter.    The  third  limit  would  be  found  in 
the  fervice  of  the  ftate :  no  employment,  really 
and  fubftantially  ulefixl  tottie  public,  fliould  be 
aiboliihed  or  abridged  of  its  lawful  and  accuf«> 
fomed  emoluments.     The  fourth  limit  woulA 
be,  to  leave  a  fund  fufficiently  folid  for  the 
reward  of  fervice  or  merit ;  and  the  fifth,  to 
referve  to  the  crown  an  ample  and  liberal  provi^ 
fjon  for  perfonal  fatisfaftion,  and  for  as  fnuch 
of  magnificence  as  fuited  the  burthened  ftate 
of  the  countty ;    perhaps,  fome  might  think 
what  he  fliould  propofe  to  leave,  more  than  was 
decent. 

However  prefumptaous  his  attempt  tnight 
appear,  it  was  made  with  humility  and  inte- 
grity :  he  trufted  it  would  give  confidence  to 
flie  people,  and  ftrength  to  government ;  that 

it 
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it  would  make  war  vigorous,  and  peace  really  chap. 
rcfrefliing  and  recruiting,  xxxvu. 

Severai.  members  of  oppofition,  and  no   ^^ 
otheni  fpoke,  beftowed  high  encomiums  on  the 
plan  of  Burke.     He  had  mentioned,  with  fome 
expreflions  of  fliame,  that  a  fcheme  of  econo- 
mical reform  had  been  firft  inentioned  in  the 
upper  houfe  apd  not  in  the  commons,  whofe 
peculiar  office  was  the  guardianihip  of  the  na- 
tional treafure,     Mr.  Fox  declared  he  was  juft 
come  from  the  hoiife  of  lords,  where  the  firft 
men  for  abilities  and  public  eftimation  in  the 
kingdom/  were  libelling  the  commons.     Every 
inftance  they  gave  (and  many  ftrong  ones  were 
given,)  of  uncorreded  abufe  with  regard  tq 
public  money,  was  a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.      Every  argument  they    ufed   for  the 
reduction  of  prodigal  eicpence,  (and  theif  ar- 
guments werp  various  and  unapiwerable)  was 
a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  commons.     Every  one 
of  their  ftatements,  on  the  luxuriant  growth  of 
corrupt  influence  (and  it  never  was  half  fo 
flouriihing)  was  a  libel  on  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons.    The  fame  principle  which  promoted 
private  friendrtiip,  he  oblerved,  created  the  af* 
feftjon  of  the  people  to  their  fovereign,  ^  but 
that  muft   ceaie  when  his   interefts    became 
totally   diflbciated  from  theirs.      Could   any 
thing  be  more  i^nfeemly,  than  |o  find,  that  when 
landed  eftates  we^e  funk  one  fifth  in  value,  rents 
Unpaid,  manufactures  lauguiftiing,   and  trade 
expiring ;  burthen  upon  burthen,  piled  on  the 
faintifig  ppople  ;   when  men  of  all  ranks  were 
obliged  to  retrench  the  qioft  innocent  luxuries, 
and  even  fuch  as  were  rather  grown  by  }iabit 
into  i  kind  of  decent  convenience,  and  draw 
tliemfelves  up  into  the  limits  of  an  aultere  and 
pinching  economy ; — that  juft  the  beginning  of 
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CHAP,  that  time  iliould  he  chofen,  thai  a  period  of 
^^^^^'  fuch  general  diftrefs  fliould  l>e  fiiatched  at,  as 
1779.     the  lucky  moment  of  complimenting  the  crown 
with  an  ^addition  of  no  lefs  than  a  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  that  the  king  fliould 
rife  in  fplendour  on  the  very  ruins  of  the 
country,  and  amidft  its  defolations  Ihould  flou- 
rifli  with  increafed  opulence  amidft  the  cries 
of  his  afflifted  fubje^ts.      It  was  fomething 
monfirous,  fomething  unnatui*al:  an  outrage  to 
the  fenfe ;    an  infult  on  the  fufferings  of  the 
nation. 
Mmmr*       During  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  a  public  meet- 
andpetition  ing  of  the  freeholders  of  Yorkfliire,  voted  a 
of  thcfrM-  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  reprefent- 
York&irc.  i^g  the  circumftances  of  the  M'ar,  the  accumu- 
lation of  taxes,  and  the  rapid  decline  of  trade, 
manufadlures,  and  rents ;    although  rigid  fru- 
gality   was    become    indifpenfably    necefl'ary, 
manv  individuals  enjoyed  fmecure  places,  ov 
efficient  offices  -with  exorbitant  emoluments, 
and   penfions  unmerited    by  public    fervices, 
whence  the  crown  liad  accjuired  a  great  un- 
conftitutional  influence,  portending  deftrufiion 
tj>  the  liberties  of  the  country.     The  true  and 
legitimate  end   of  government,  was    not  the 
(emolument  of  anv  individual,  but  the  \relfare 
of  the  community ;  and  as  t]ie  national  purfe 
was  peculiarly  entruficd  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, it  would  be  injurious  to  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  people,  and  derogatory  from* 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  parliament,  to  grant 
any  additional  fum  of  public  money  beyond  the 
exifting  taxes,   until  efieftual   meafures  were 
taken  for  inquiring  into,  and  corralling  the 
grofs  abules   in   the   expenditure   of   public 
money,  reducing  all  exorbitant  emoluments, 
refcinding  and  aboliflung  all  finecure  places,  and 

unmerited 
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lumerited  penfions,  and  appropriating  the  pro-   chap, 
d^ce  to  the  neceffities  of  the  itate.  xxxvir. 

•  -A  PERMANENT  Committee  of  fixty-oneindi-      i779« 
viduals  was  appointed  to  carry  on  the  nccejfary  ^'^^' 
covtefpondtnce  for  ejfteftually  promoting;  the  committees 
objeft  of  the  petition,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  of/ppo«^cd. 
affiliation  on  legal  and  conftitutional  oriouuds, 
aod  fupport  a  laudable  reform^  and  other  mea- 
fures  conducing  to  reftore  the  freedom  of  par-v 
liament* 

This  example  was  followed  by  many  other  The  «- 
couHties  and  cities,  throughout  the  kingdom  :  y^^^flj^^^ 
public  meetings  Avere  convened  by  adveitife-  generally 
meat ;    violent  harangues  were  made  agaiqft  followed. 
tlie  proceedings  and  perfons  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  correfponding  committees  were  appointed, 
a^d  the  tranfaclions  were  only  markea  by  fome 
flight  ihades  of  variation  in  the  degrees  of  vio» 
lence. 

The  city  of  London,  though  fomewhat  late,  loth  and 
proceeded  with  equal  ardour ;  their  vote,  befides  '^^^  ^^* 
cftablifliing  a  correfponding  committee,  ordered  London' 
the  publication  of  their  rclblves  in  all  the  public  r""^^*^ 
papers.     To  thofe  acquainted  with  the  mode  of 
nianagingfuch  tranfactions,  itis  well  known,  that> 
the  names  of  multitudes  may  be  eafily  obtained 
to  petitions,  and  that  the  overbearing  proceed- 
ings ufual  at  public  meetings,  will  prevent  tlje 
attendance  of  almoft  all  but  thofe  ^yho  alTembl^ 
tor  the  purpofe  of  carrying  particular  meafures* 
by  means  of  abufive  declamation  and  clamour, 
or  of  giving  the  colour  of  general  approbation^ 
to  certain  meafures  and  rdblution^.     {nXome, 
counties,  particularly  Sufl'e:iand  Hertford  (hire,, 
protefts  were  figned  by  a.  great  majority  of 
the  moft  rcfpeftable  qf  the  nobility,  and  landed 
iatereft,  in  direct  contradiftion  to  the  refolu--* 
Uom  of  the  county  meeting-s,    In  many  other* 
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CHAP,  places,  couutermeetings   were  held,  counter- 
?2^ZU'  petitions  framed,  and  protefts  fubfcribed,  but 
'  i7«o.      thefyftem,  combination,  and  popularity  of  the 
aflbciators,  feemed  to  prevail,  every  endeavouir 
having  been  ufed  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  ex-* 
ertions  of  their  opponents.  * 
Burke  in-        The  petitions  wcre  daily  prefented  to  the 
h^r*pian*of  ^oufe  of  commons,  and  increafed  the  public 
ircform.       expcftatlons  which  the  eloquence  and  reputa- 
^j^^^Jj^^*    tion  of  Burke  had  excited,  when  he  introduced 
tratcd        his  plan  of  reform,  with  an  apology  for  the 
ffccciu       undertaking :  it  was  calculated,  he  faid,  to  effeft 
a  confiderable  reduAion  of  improper  expence, 
a  converfion  of  unprofitable  titles  into   pro-i 
du^ive  cftatc,  and  to  reprefs  that  corrupt  in- 
fluence which  was  itfelf  the  perennial  fpring  <yf 
all  prodigality  and  difafter ;  but  he  advanced 
to  it  with  a  tremor  which  fhook  him  to  thp 
inmoft  fibre  of  his  frame  :   he  anticipated  all 
the  odium  attending  the  exercife  of  that  ne* 
ceffary  virtue — parCmony ;  and  all  the  refent- 
ment  of  individuals,  whofe  emoluments,  patrtJ- 
nage,  and  obiefts  of  purfuit,muft  be  dimifiiAed. 
He  was  not  mclined  to  depreciate  the  fucceffes 
or  undervalue  the  finances  of  the  country ; 
the  one  might  be  unlimited,  the  other  unfa- 
thomable, as  they  were  reprefentcd.     Taxings 
*    was  an  eafy  bufmefs.     Any  pfojeftor    could 
ipntriye  new  impofitions,  any  bungler  add  ta 

tM  old  :  but  it  was  altocrether  unM'ife  to  fet 

>    §    •      '      '  '  »i 

no  bounds 'to  impofts,  but  the  patience  of 
thofe  wh6  were  to  pay.  Refources  were  not 
augihented  by  waftc,  nor  would  frugality  leifeix 
xiches.  •    '         ■*  "'  '  '• 

^^  See  tfre  details  of  thtCt  meetings,  copies  of  the  petitions,  reports 
•f  the  fpetches  *9nd  motioiis,  in  tbc  RcKicmbr^ncer,  vd.'  it.  at  tlitf 
places  rdarcd  to  iA  the  lAd^x, 

He 
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Hi:  flrongly  preffcd  on  the  hoiife  the  exam?  chap, 
pie  of  France,  which  he  faid  reminded  him  of  ^^^j^^^^'' 
the  obfervalion  of  Pyrrhus,  on  reconnoitring  ^jiof 
the  Roman  camp :  **  thefe  barbarians  have 
pothing  barbarous  in  their  difcipline."  In  the 
proceedings  of  the  French  king,  there  was  nor 
thing  of  the  charafter  and  genius  of  arbitrary 
finance ;  none  of  the  bold  frauds  of  bankrupt 
power;  none  of  the  wild  ftVuggles  and  plunges 
of  defpotifm  in  diftref?  ;  no  lopping  off  from 
the  capital  of  debt ;  no  fufpenfion  of  intereft ; 
no  robbery  under  the  name  of  loan;  no  raifing 
the  value,  no  debafing  the  fubftance  of  the 
corn.  Nothing  of  Louis  the  Xivth.  or  Louiai 
the  XVth.  On  the  contrary,  by  the  very  hands 
of  arbitrary  power,  and  in  the  ycry  midft  of 
war  and  confufion,  rofe  a  regular  methodical 
fyftem  of  public  credit ;  a  fabric  was  laid  on 
the  natural  and  folic!  foundations  of  truft  and 
confidence  among  men;  and  rifing  by  fair 
graflations,  order  over  order,  according  to  the 
juft  rules^of  fymmetry  and  art.  He  expatiated 
on  this'  topic  at  great  length,  exhorting  the 
houfe  not  to  let  economy  be  the  only  French 
falhion  which  England  refufed  to  copy. 

As  eminent  criterion  for  diftinguifliing  a 
•^f^ife  government  from  a  weak  and  improvident 
adminiilration  was  this ;  "  well  to  know  the  * 
beft  time  ami  manner  of  yielding,'  what  it  is 
impoflible  to  keep. "  Some  would  aigue  againft 
every  defire  of  refoimation  on  the  principles  of 
a  criminal  profecution,  and  juftity  their  ad- 
herence to  a  pernicious  fyftem,  by  alleging  it 
was  not  of  their  contrivance :  that  it  was  an 
inheritance  of  abfurdity  derived  from  their  an- 
cefters,  and  by  making  out  a  long  and  unbroken 
pedigree  of  mifmanage^is  w^hb  had  gone  before 
them;  but  there  was  a  time  when  the  hoary 

head 
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CHAP,  head  of  inveterate  abufe  would  neither  draw 
XXXVII.  reverence  nor  obtain  protection,  when  a  minif- 
1780.  ter,  by  impeding  reform,  would  make  the  faults 
of  his  office  become  his  own.  Early  reformat 
tions  were  amicable  arrangements  with  a  friend 
in  power ;  late  reformations,  terms  inipofed  on 
a  conquered  enemy ;  tlie  former  were  made  in 
cool  blood,  the  latter  under  a  ftate  of  inflamma'' 
tion.  But  as  it  was  the  intercft  of  government 
that  reform  fhould  be  early,  it  was  the  intereft 
of  the  people  that  it  fliould  be  temperate  ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  then  be  permanent,  and  contaiu 
a  principle  of  growth.  In  hot  reformations^ 
i^  what  men,  more  zealous  than  confiderate, 
called  making  clear  xvorky  the  whole  was  gene- 
rally fo  crude,  fo  harfli,  fo  indigeftcd ;  mixed 
with  fo  much  imprudence,  ^nd  fo  much  in- 
juftice;  fo  contrary  to  the  whole  couife  of 
human  nature,  and  human  inftitutions,  tliat  the 
very  people  who  M^ere  moft  eager,  were  the  very 
firft  to  grow  difgufted  at  what  they  had  done.. 
Then  fome  part  of  the  abdicated  grievance  was 
recalled  from  its  exile,  in  order  to  become  a 
corrective  of  the  corre6liou.  Then  the  abufe 
aflTumed  the  credit  and  popularity  of  a  reform. 
Thus  the  very  idea  of  purity  and  difinterefted- 
nefs  in  politics  would  fall  into  difrepute,  and 
,  be  confidered  as  the  vifion  of  hot  and  inex-r 
perienced  men ;  and  thys  diforders  would  be- 
CQipe  incurable,  not  by  the  virulence  of  their 
own  quality,  but  by  the  unapt  and  violent  na-? 
ture  of  the  remedies.  We  mull  no  more  make 
liafte  to  be  rich  by  parfimony  than  by  intern- 
piprate  acquifition, 

He  objefted  to  a  pla^e  tax,  as  a  meafure  not 
calculated  to  produce,  but  prevent  reforipation  ; 
a  compofition  to  ftay  inquiry ;  a  fine  paid  by 
plifmanagemcnt  for  the.  rcpewal  of  its  leafc. 

Such 
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Siich  a  meafure  could  "never  be  proper  till  ufe-  chap. 
lefs  offices  were  abrogated,  and  thoie  which  ror  ^^^* 
mained;  claffed. according  to  their  refpe6tive  if ia. 
degrees  of  importance,  io  as  to  admit  an  equal 
rule  of  taxation,  and  the  civil  lift  revenue  fo 
managed  that  the  minifter  ihould  no  longer 
liave  the  power  of  repaying  with  a  private,  what- 
ever was  taken  by  a  public  hand. 

Unwilling  to  proceed  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner, in  any  particular  which  tended  to  change 
the  fettled  ftate  of  things,  he  had  laid  down  ge- 
neial  principles,  which  could  not  be  debauched 
or  corrupted  by  intereft  or  caprice,  and  by  them 
he  regulated  his  proceedings  :  Thefe  were. 

First,  The  abolition  of  all  jurifdiftions  con- 
tributing rather  to  expence,  oppreffion,  and  cor- 
rupt influence^-than  to  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice. 

Second,  The  difpofal  of  all  public  eftates 
which  were  more  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of 
vexing,  overawing,  and  influencing  the  tenants, 
and  to  the  expences  of  receipt  and  manage- 
ment, than  of  benefit  to  the  revenue. 

Third,  That  offices  bringing  more  charge 
than  proportional  advamtage  to  the  ftate,   ov 
which  might  be  engrafted  on  others,  ought,  in 
the  firft  cafe,  to  be  taken  aM^ay;  and  in  the         , 
fecond  confolidated. 

Fou  RTH,  The  abolition  of  all  offices  tending 
to  obftruft  the  operations,  or  enfeeble  the  fore- 
fight  of  the  general  fuperintendant  of  finance. 

Fi FTH,  The  eftablifhment  of  an  order  in  pay- 
ments, which  would  prevent  partiality,  and  re- 
gulate receipt  not  by  the  importunity  of  the 
claimant,  but  by  the  utility  of  his  office. 

Sixth,  The  reduction  of  every  eftabliihment 
to  certainty. 

Seventh, 
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CH  A  P.      SsTENTHy  The  diiTolutioti  of  all  f^bordinaie' 

^^*  treafuries. 
Ijiai/       First,  with  regard  tothefovereignjtrifdicn 
tions,  he  obferved,  that  Belgian  d  was  pot,  as  ^ 
mere  curibry  examiner  would  fuppoie^  a  foKd, 
company  uniform  fyftem  of  faonarchy ;  H  waa 
formerly  a  heptarcoy,  mow  a  fort  of  pet>ta|chy. 
The  kiQg,  like  the  chief  perforpier  in  an  itine-t. 
rant  dramatic  company/  a£led  90t  only  the 
prmcipal,  but  all  the  fiihordinaie  perfonages  in 
the  play.     Burk?  exemplified  this  comparifon^ 
by  fliewing  the  king  of  England  in  the  varioua 
charaf^ers  of  king^  pxince  of  Wales,  duke  of 
jLancaAer^  earl  of  Qhefter,  cpunt  palatine  of 
I^ncaiier,  and  duke  of  Cornwall^ 

In  ea^i  of  thefe  principalities,  duchies^  pala* 
tinates^  was  a  regular  eftabliihm^ut  of  confiderT 
^ble  expence,  and  moft  domineering  influence  ; 
the  apparatus  of  a  kingdom,  and  the  formality 
and  charge  of  the  exchequer  of  Great  Britain,, 
for  collecting  the  rents  of  a.  country  fquire. 
Cornwall,  which  was  the  beft,  fumifhed  no  ex-r 
ception  from  the  general  rule :  the  duclrjr  ant| 
county  palatine  of  I-ancafieT  did  not  yield  more 
on  an  average  than  four  thoufand  pounds  a 
vear,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  Wales  and  Chefter 
made  any  returns*  Wales  had  eight  judges, 
while  all  England  had  hut  twelve ;  an  exchequer 
like  the  reil,  according  to  the  very  bett  and 
moft  authentic  abfurdity  of  form,  an^  there 
wtre  in  alt  of  them  a  hundred  more  difficult 
t^ifle§  and  laborioys  fooleries,  which  ferved  no 
Cither  purpofe  thaii  to  Keep  alive  corrupt  hope 
4nd  ^efyi^^  dependence.  The  duchy  of  Lancaf- 
ier  was  not  wdrt^.  ^^xir  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
^6  the  feyenue,  biit  worth  for^y  or  fifty  thoufand 
to  influence.    After  entering  into  an  Inftorical 

account 
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dccbunt  of  the  annexatioa  df  the  dlficretit  fiefs  chap. 
to  the  crown,  and  ihewing  that  neither  dignity  ^^^^^^^ 
nor  family  at^chment  could  give  the  king  the     1780^ 
lead  partiality  for  them,  he  {n'opofed  to  unite 
the  five  principalities  to  the  crown,  awl  to  iu. 
Ordinary  jurifcli^lion  ;  to  abolifli  aU  thofe  oi}ice$    . 
which  produced  only  an  ufelels  and  chargeable 
reparation  from  the  pfeople ;  to  make  compenfa- 
tion  to  all  who  did  not  hold  their  offices  at  the  . 
pleafure  of  the  crown  ;  to  exlinguiih  vexatious 
titles  by  a  (liort  acl  of  limitation ;  to  fell  the 
unprofitahle.eftates  which  fuppoTted  ufelefs  ju-*- 
rifdictions,  ajid  turn  the  tenant-right  into  a 
fee  on  n>oderate  terms,  beneficial  both  to  th^ 
tenuut  and  the  ftate*     The  judicial  economy 
of  the  duchies  ihould  fall  into  the  county  ad* 
miniilrationsi  and  with  refpej6l  to  Wales,  he  had 
doubts  whether  to  a<ld  a  fifth  judge  iu  each  of 
the  courts  at  Weftmitifter,  or  to  fupprefs  fiva 
only  of  the  Welch  judges,  and  let  the  remaining^ 
three  perform  the  bufmefs^ 

Ok  tjhe  fecond  head,  he  propofed  to  fell  ali 
the  foreft  lands,  extinguifliing  the  right&  of  vert 
and  venifon,  and  with  them  the  expenfivd 
office  of  furVeyor*general,  and  two  chief  jufl:ice^ 
in  eyre,  with  all  their  train  of  dependents  s 
from  thefe  fales,  only  an  inconfiderable  mofil 
U'ould  arife,  the  chief  benefit  would  be  drawn 
from  improved  agriculture  and  Increafed  popu^ 
fation. 

pBOFt:ssiXG  to  approach  the  civil  lift,  the 
third  divifiou  of  his  uibjeft,  with  the  awe  anci 
reverence  incident  to  a  young  phyfician  who 
|)refcribes  for  thcdiforders  of  his  parent,  fiurke 
fatyrized,  with  unrivalled  wit  and  humour,  the 
different  eilablilhments  and  expences  of  the 
royal  houfehold  ;  formed  on  the  gothic  fyftem 
0f  feudality  ^nd  purveyance,  and  ftill  retained, 

thoghu 
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CHAP,  though  the  royal  houfehold  had  flirunk  into  the 
^™f^*  polifhed  littleneCs  of  modern  elegance  and  per- 
1780W      fonal  accommodation.     "It  has  evaporated," 
he  laid  "  from  the  grofs  concrete  into  an  eflence 
and  reftified  fpirit  of  exf>ence,  where  you  have 
tonsof  ancient  pomp  in  a  vial  of  modern  luxury." 
Purfuing  the   fame  mode  of  defcription  and 
reafoning,  through  various  other  objects,  he 
made  propofitions,  the  fum  of  which  was,  as 
enumerated  by  himfelt^  to  take  away  the  whole 
ejiablijhfnent  of  detail  in  the  houfehold  ;  the 
treafurer ;    the  comptroller;  the  cofferer  of 
the  houfehold;  the  treafurer  of  the  chamber  ; 
the  majier  of  the  houfehold;  and  the, whole 
board  of  green  cloth  ;  and  a  vaft  "number  of 
fubordinate  offices  in  the  department  of  the- 
fcivard  of  the  houfehold ;  the  whole'eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  great  wardrobe ;  the  removing 
wardrobe;    the  Jewel  office;   the   roAe^;    the 
board  of  works  ;  and  almoft  the  whole  charge  of 
the  cwil  branch  of  the  board  of  ordnarxce  ;  then 
he  obferved  the  public  might  begin  to  breathe^ 
He'wcnt  on  propofing  regulations  in  the  office* 
of  pay  mafter  of  the  forces,  and  treafurer  of  the 
nuvy,  by  reducing  jhem  from  banks  or^  tre^tfu- 
Ti<?s  to  mere  offices' of  adminiftration.    'AH  the 
money  formerly  imprctfed  into  thefe  offices,  he 
V'ould  haveimpveffc^  into  the  bank  ofEngland, 
to  which  he  would  alfo  transfer  the  charge  of  the 
mint,  ^n,d  the  remittances  to  the  troops  on  fo- 
•eigtt  Service.     He  recommended  the  abolitioa 
if  the  office  of  paymafter  of  penfions,  and  reduc- 
tion of  the  penfionliiltofixty  thoufand  pounds 
a  year.  If  any  cafe  of  extraordinary  merit  fliould 
emerge,   he  would  leave  an   opening   for  ah 
addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  parliament ;  to  all 
other  demands,  the  firm  though  rcluftant  au- 
fM'cr  mull  be,  "  the  public  is  poor;*'  He  did  not 
•    •-  •  •  "   mcaa 
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thean  to  abrogate  any  exifting  penfioii,  or  even  chap. 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  poffeflbr;  the  xxxvn. 
difcretionary  power  veftecl  in  the  crown  was  i7«o* 
liable  to  perverfion,  and  he  would  limit  the 
quantity  of  power  that  might  be  fo  abufed.  The 
penfions  granted  within  (even  years  amounted 
on  au  average  to  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year:  by  his  regulation  an  annual  faving  of  for- 
ty thoufand  -pounds  woilld  at  fome  future  period 
be  made  to  the  public,  and  it  were  better  to 
kt  it  fall  naturally,  than  tear  it  crude  and 
unripe  from  the  ftalfc.  The  public  he  knew 
expefted  a  confiderable  reform  in  the  great 
patent  offices  of  the  exchequer ; '  he  thought  the 
profits  enormous,  and  propoled  limiting  the 
great  auditor  to  three  thoufand  pounds,  the 
inferior  auditors,  and  other  principal  officers,  to 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  eacn ;  but  though 
he  confidered  them  as  fmecures,  he  would  not 
confent  to  their  abolition ;  they  were  given  for 
life,  and  it  was  fit  the  crown  fhould  have  the 
power  of  granting  penfions,  out  of  thie  reach  of 
its  own  caprices, — the  poffibility  of  conferring 
fome  favours  which,  while  received  as  rewards, 
do  not  operate  as  corruption.  What  an  un- 
feemly  fpeftacle  would  it  afford,  what  a  dif- 
srrace  M'ould  it  be  to  the  commonwealth,  that 
fuffered  fuch  things,  to  fee  the  hopeful  fon  or 
a  meritorious  minifter,  begging  his  bread  at  the 
door  of  that  treafury,  from  whence  his  fathei" 
difpenfed  the  economy  of  an  empire,  and  pro- 
moted the  happinefs  and  glory  of  his  country  ? 
Why  ihould  he  be  obliged  to  pi'oftrate  his 
honour,  and  fnbmit  his  principles  at  the  levee 
of  fome  proud  favourite,  fhouldered  and  thruft 
afide  by  evefy  impudent  pretender,  on  the  verv 
fpot  where  a  few  days  before  he  faw  himfelf 
adored  ?    obliged  to  cringe  to  the  author  of 

1^  the 
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CHAP,  tl^e  calatnities  of  hts  houfe,  and  to  kifs  the 
xxxvii.  j^j^jj^g  ^at  are  red  with  hi.s  father'd  blood? 
Thefe  things  are  unfit.    They  are  intolerable. 

Conceiving  himfelf  bound  to  give  as  full 
and  clear  reafons  for  flopping  as  for  proceeding 
in  the  courfe  of  reformation,  Burke  laid  dowfl 
Xome  indifputable  political  axioms,  no  lefs  ho^ 
nourable  to  his  judginent  and  fagaciiy  than  his 
candour.    He  did  not  tl)ink  the  great  efficieni; 
offices  of  the  ftate  overpaid.  What  would  be  juft 
remuneration  for  cme  kind  of  labour,  full  encoit^ 
ragement  for  one  fpecles  of  t  alen  ts^  was  fraud  an4 
difcouragement  toothers.  Even  if  n^.en  could  he 
f(Dund  willing  to  ferve  in  high  fituations  wilh« 
Out  falary,  they  ought  not  to  be  permitted: 
ordinary  fervice  mull  be  fecured  by  the  motives 
to  ordinary  integrity ;  that  ftate  whidi  lays  its 
foundation  in  rare  and  heroic  virtues,  wiUbd 
fure  tohave  itsfuperftrudlurein  the bafeft  profli-^ 
gacy  and  corruption.     An  honourable  and  fair 
profit  is  the  beft  fecurity  againft  avarice  and 
rapacity  ;  as  in  all  things  elfe,  a  lawful  and 
regulated  enjoyment  is  the  bcft  fecurity  againft  ^ 
debauchery  and  excefs* 

It  would  be  cxpec'ied,  that  in  giving  reafons 
for  limiting  himfelf  in  the  reduttion  of  emploj^- 
ments,  he  ihould  advert  to  thofe  which  feeu>ed 
of  eminent  utility  in  the  ftate,  the  officers  at- 
tendant on  the  perfon  of  the  king :  thefe  he 
determined  not  to  leflen  in  number  or  emolu- 
ment, as  they  prevented  the  court  from  being 
deferted  by  all  the  nobility  in  the  kingdom : 
he  propofed,  however,  to  abolifli  the  keepers  of 
buck-hounds,  ftag-hounds,  fox-hounds,  and 
harriers;  tliey  anfwered  no  purpofe  of  utility 
or  fplendour,  and  it  was  unfit  for  noblemen  to 
be  keepers  of  dogs,  even  though  they  were  th^ 
king's  dogs.  He  concluded  this  part  of  his 
,  plan 
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plan  by  propofing  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  chap. 
the  third  fecretary  of  ftate,  or  Iccrctary  of  ftate   xxxvii. 
for  the  colonies  ;  and  the  board  of  trade  and    ^'ygo/ 
plantations  ;  the  office  was  fo  ufelefs,  that  lord 
Suffolk  held  it  long  after  he  was  wholly  dif- 
abled  by  bodily  infirmities,    and  it   continued 
vacant  a^  year  after  his  decciile.     The  board  of 
trade  he  defcribed  as  a  mere  job  in  its  ori":inal 
formation  and  regeneration,  cofting  the  public 
near  forty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  without  the 
lead  utility  or  advantage ;  its  fun6tions  might 
be  performed  as  Irifh  bufincfs  of  the  fame  nature, 
by  tlie  council,  with  a  reference  to  the  attorney 
and  folicitor-general. 

He  next  proceeded  to  the  fubjefl  of  arrange- 
ments, a  part  of  his  plan  on  wliich  he  princi- 
pally relied  for  bringing  up  and  fecuring  the 
whole,  by  fixing  an  invariable  order  in  all  pay- 
ments from  which  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury 
fhould  not,  on  any  pretence,  depart.  He  divided 
the  civil  hft  payments  into  nine  clafles:  the 
firft  was  occupied  by, the  judges;  the  laft,  by 
the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury,  and  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  :  the  reafon  for  afTigning 
each  fpecific  pofition  was  ably  given,  and  that 
for  placing  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  and 
his  colleagues  at  the  bottom  of  the  lill,  was 
to  prote^  all  the  other  dalles  againft  the  effefta 
of  profufion  and  mifmanagement ;  on  this  pvt 
of  his  fubjeft,  Burke  expatiated  in  a  vein  of 
humorous  raillery,  enlivened  by  poignant  wit, 
and  diverfified  with  folid  argument. 

He  then  prefented  to  the  houfe  five  bills  for 
carrying  into  effe6l  tlie  objects  indicated  in  his 
fpeech,  though  he  acknowledged  he  had  not 
the  frantic  prefumption  to  fuppofe  his  plan  con- 
tained all  the  puhtic  had  a  vight  to  expect  iu 

vot.  III.  ft  •     the 
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CHAP,  the  great  work  of  reformation.     He  defcribed 
^^^f^^^*  the  fituation  of  the  houfe  of  commons  with 
1780.      regard  to  the  people,  under  the  allegory  of  a 
,     jealous  hufband,  and  a  wife  M'hofe  condu6t,  if 
not  ftained  M'ith  guilt,  was,  at  leaft,  tinted  with 
levity.     "  Let  us  return"  he  faid  **  to  our  legi- 
timate home,  and  all  jars  and  all  quarrels  will 
be  loft  in  embraces.     Let  the  commons  in  par- 
liament affembled,  be  one  and  the  fame  thing 
with  the  commons  at  large.     The  diftintSions 
that  are  made  to  feparate  us,  are  imnatural  and 
wicked  contrivances.     Let  us  identify,  let  us 
incorporate  ourfelves  M'ith  the  people.     Let  us 
cut  all  the  cables,  and  fnap  the  chains  which  tic 
us  to  an  unfaithful  fhore,  and  enter  the  friendlv 
harbour,   that  fhoots  far  out  into  the  main  its 
moles  and  jettees  to  receive  us.     *  War  with 
the  world,  and  peace  with  our  conftituents.' 
Be  this  our  motto,  and  our  principle.     Then, 
indeed,  we  fliall  be  trul)*^  great."  ^ 
Vote  for         The  progrefs  of  the  inquiry  into  this  plan 
aboiiihing   enijaQ-ecf  the  attention  of  the  houfe  durinof  a 

the  board  00  ^  o 

of  trade,  great  part  of  the  feflion ;  the  debates  on  various 
claufes  of  the  bills  were  animated,  and  replete 
with  unufual  wit  and  eloquence ;  but  the  only 
refult  of  the  fcheme  was  a  vote  for  abolifliing 
the  board  of  trade,  which  fell  a  viftim  to  the 
wit  of  Burke,  direfted  againft  fome  topics  urged 
in  its  defence,   much  more  than  to  its   own 

*  I  hvwt  given  an  unufually  copious  cxtraft  of  this  celebrated 
fpeech,  which  19  entitled  to  ferious  and  frequent  perufal,  as  contain- 
ing the  fentiments  of  an  tminent  ftatcfman,  on  many  of  the  important 
topics  conne6lcd  wirh  reform  and  economy.  The  zeal  of  party,  and 
the  ^ate  of  the  ttmes»  gave  birth  to  proje£ls  not  a]t<^ther  confiftrnt 
wiih  propriety,  or  commcnfur^te  to  the  dignity  of  the  ftibjeiJ,  but 
the  general  axioms,  und  the  poh'tical  principles  which  extend  to  the 
whole  fyftem  of  govemmenr,  itre  remarkable  for  their  wifdom  tern- 
.  perance,  and  juftice.  The  ^cep^  at  iengtl*  is  in  Burke's  Woi-M» 
v^l,  ii.  p:  115. 

want 
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want  of  utility,  cumbroufncfs  of  expence,  or  chap. 
extent  of  patronage.     The  lords  of  trade  were   xxxvu. 
but  eij^ht,    the  net  produce  of  tlicir  falaries,     17.20. 
between  feven   ami   eight   hundred  pounds   a 
year ;  and  their  labours  were  comprifcd  in  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  folio  volumes,  a  cir- 
cumftance  \rhich  Burke  lidiculed  with  incon- 
ceivable eflwt ;  but  allowing  that  each  of  thefe 
folios  ihould   contain    the  fair   proportion  of 
dulnefs,  ftill  it  could  not  be  denied  that  many 
fane  principles  Avere  difcufled,  many  important 
facts   authenticated,    many  fagacious  projeQs 
recommended,    and   many   erroneous  fpecula- 
tions  expofed.     Perhaps  the  period  when  this 
board  was  fubfequently  aboliihed  was  the  very 
moment  Avhen  its  a6live  functions  could  have 
been  mod  beneficially  exerted  ;  when  commerce 
was  about  to  receive  a  new  impulfe,  and  unpre- 
cedented extenfion;  encouraged  by  circumllan- 
ces  never forefeen,  yetembarrafled  by  litigations, 
involved  in  the  difcordant  interefts  of  rivals,  and 
encumbered  with  queftions  both  legal  and  poli- 
tical, refpedting  charters,  monopoly,  and  paper 
credit,  requiring  the  utmoft  calmnefs  in  invef- 
tigation  and  firmnefs  in  decifion.  * 

While  Burke's  project  of  economy  and  re-  «tbFeb. 
form  was  yet  depending;,  feveral  auxiliary  pro-  5^°*""?*^" 
potitions  were  made  m  both  houlcs;  among  the  counts  ap. 
iDoft  prominent  of  which  was  the  appointment  pointed, 
of  a  commiflion  of  accounts,  in  conformity  to 
the  praftice  in  tlie  reigns  of  king  William  and 
queen  Anne,  and  almoft  regularly   from  the 

«  The  reader,  whofe  curiofity  fliall  lead  him  to  purfue  the  train  qF 
the  debates  on  Burke*s  plan,  in  Dcbrett's  Parriamentary  Regifter, 
vol.  zvii.  will  find  enough  of  wifdom,  wit,  and  ingenious  argument 
torepajhim  for  the  time  employed.  The  mod  inlhu£live  and  en- 
tertadning  debates  will  be  found  at  p.p.  127,  156,  195,  228,137,  %^^ 
*9J»  374»  2nd  588.— See  alfo  an  account  of  this  motion  in  Gibbon *• 
pQfthumous  Works,  vol.  i.  p^.  156  et  (eq* 

R  2  fecond 
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CHAP,  fecond  year  after  the  Revolution  to  the  year 
^^^^}\'   1715.    This  fubjefl:  was  introduced  to  the  houfe 
J780.     of  lords  by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  in  purfuance 
of  a  notice  he  had  given  before  the  Chriftmas 
recefs.     In  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  he  accufed 
the  minilier  of  deluding  the  public  in  refpeft 
to  affairs  of  finance,  mifappropriating  the  fink-^ 
ing  fund,  mifufing  the  votes  of  credit,  and  ex- 
tending'to  an  improper  degree  the'  confidence 
of  the  bank.     He  reviewed  the  mode  of  voting 
army  extraordinaries,  and  delcanted  with  feve- 
lity  on  the  fuppofed  frauds  of  contractors:  his 
projetl  embraced  alfo  many  of  the  topics  in- 
cluded in  Burke's  plan,  which  was  not  yet 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe.     It  was  anfwered,  that 
the  bills  paffed  in  the  reigns  of  William  and 
Anne  had  been  difcontinued,  becaufe  they  were 
found  to  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  and  owed 
their  origin  and  exiftence  to  party.     After  the 
firm  eftablifhment  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover  on 
the  throne,  when  faftion,  tumult,  and  fedition 
were   cruflied,    and  the  continual  flu6>uation 
of  counfels  which  diftrafled  and  perplexed  the 
two  preceding  reigns  gave  place  to  fteadinefa 
and  ftability,  the  annual  law  for  examining, 
controlling,  and  ftating  the  public  accounts 
was  difcontinued.     The  debate  which  was  very 
long,  and  embraced  many  other  topics  of  en- 
forcement and  objeflion,  ended  by  a  rejeftion 
of  the  motion**;  thirty-five  peers  fubfcribed  a 
proteft. 
x^thFcb,        On  the  reception  of  Burke's  propofitioiis, 
colonel  Barr6  fusrffefted  the  neceflitv  of  fomo 
addition  ;  he  did  not  think  the  reform  fuffici- 
cntly  extenfive,  which  permitted  men  of  over-? 
grown  wealth  to  hold  unreduced  offices  in  the 


^  101  to  55, 


exchequer. 


GEORGE    III.  fi*5 

exchequer,  reaping  advantages  from  the  wars    Svxvn 
and  calamities  of  their  country.     The  extra-    sjV,^^' 
ordinaries  of  the  army  ftruck  him  with  fur-      '780. 
pi  ife ;    and  all  his   efforts   had  failed  to  pro- 
cure   fatisfatlory    explanations.      He    there- 
fore propofed,  on  fonie  future  day,  to  move 
for  a  commiffion  of  accounts.     Lord  North 
heartily  coincided ;    he  was  ever  ready  to  re- 
ceive beneficial  propofitions  from  either  fide  of 
the  houfe,  confidercd  the  courfe   of  the  ex- 
chequer inimical  to  fpeedy  and  effectual  con- 
troul,  and  fliould  for  the  fake  of  clearnefs  and 
precifion  in  the  public  accounts,  fanftion  the 
i]ieafu/*e  of  a  committee,  though  convinced  it 
^rould  be  impoffible  to  reduce  all  expences  to 
an  eftimate. 

Colonel  Barre^,  after  being  thusfupported  id  Mtr« 
by  the  minifter,  and  giving  him  credit  for  the 
liberality  and  manlinefs  of  his  fentiments,  felt 
no  fmall  mortification  when  lord  North  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  appointing  a  commiffion,  not 
only  to  inquire  into  pafl  expenditure,  but  into 
the  current  accounts.     The  minifter  was  chiefly 
impelled  to   undertake  this  meafure  by  the 
obfervations  which  fome  members  had  made, 
refpeftine  his  declaration  on  colonel  Barry's 
notice  ot  motion,  that  it  was  not  fincere,  but 
a  mere  parliamentary  trick ;    an   attempt  to 
gain  momentary  popularity  by  affeding  r.ea- 
dinefs  to  do  what  in  reality  he  did  not  intend. 
As  an   indifputable  proof  of  his   real  fenti- 
ments, he  faid,  he  ihould  bring  in  the  bill  now 
fuggefled,  and  to  obviate  all  objeftions  refpeft- 
ing  the  nomination  of  a  committee,  from  one 
or  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe ;  fhould  propofe 
for  that  purpofe,  men  who  were  not  members. 
Colonel  Barr^  protefting  that  he  did  not  be- 

R  3  lieve 
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CHAP,  lieve  the  hiftory  of  parliament    afforded   an 
^'P^^^'  inftance  of  afimilar  tranfaftion,  declared  him- 
lyio,     felf  ready  to  forego  all  complaints,  and  if  the 
minifter  really  meant  a  benefit  to  the  country, 
he  would  cheerfully  concur  and  rejoice  in  it, 
though  the  merit  due  tohim  fliould  be  attributed 
to  another.    The  bill  was  however  oppofcd  with 
confiderable  warmth,  during  its  whole  progrefs. 
It  was  decried  as  tending  to  create  new  places 
in  the  gift  of  the  crown  witli  large  falarics, 
extenfivc  influence,  and  new  patronage,  branch- 
ing out  into  the  lower  depart^^ients  of  clerks,  ac- 
countants, and  melTcngers,  at  the  very  time 
that  the  people  were  petitioning  for  redudfion 
of  expenccs  and  contraction  of  influence.     The 
nomination    of    commifTioncrs    occafioned    a 
itMay.     fpiritcd  debate.     Sir  Gu}^  Carleton  being  the 
firfl  named,    many    ludicrous  animadverfions 
were  made  on  his  change  of  employ  from  the 
truncheon  to  the  pen.     No  part  of  the  projeft 
elcaped  acrimonious  cenfure  ;  yet  the  bill  was 
paflcd ;  gentlemen  of  the  firii  talent  and  refpec- 
tability  were  appointed   commiflioners,  *    and 
their  reports  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and  given 
to  the   public   in  various  forms,    are   highly 
honourable  to  their  induilry  and  ability,  and  an 
excellent  body  of  political  information. 
Biiu  tor         Among    other   popular    meafures    recom- 
excioding    mcudcd  in  Burke's  fpeech  on  introducing  his 
and^bt''"  P^^^^  ^^  reform,  were  the  revival  of  the  bill  of 
pending      laft  year,  for  excluding  contraftors  from  fitting 
the  votes  of  jj^  parliament,  and  that  for  fufpending    the 

revenue  ^  •        •■  •  ^^ 

officci^  re- '  votes  of  rcvcnue  officcrs,  which  was  formerly 
jcaed.  moved  by  Mr.  Dowdefwell.  Sir  Philip  Jen- 
24th'Feb.    nings  Gierke,  availed  himfelf  of  the  intimation, 

«  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Thoraa«  Anguifti,  Arthur  Pipgott,  Rtchard 
'Neave»  Samuel  Beachcroft,  and  George  Pnimmopd,  Elquixes* 

and 
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and  re-introduced  his  former  unfucceftful  bills,  chap. 
which  pafled  the  hdufe  of  commons  almoft  xxxvii. 
uuoppoled,  and  apparently  unnoticed.  In  the  ,7^0. 
houie  of  lords,  it  met  with  ftrong  and  efFedual  «4-th  Apr. 
oppofition :  to  exclude  tax-gatherers  it  was  faid 
might  be  reafonable  and  juft,  as  they  might 
be  needy  and  liable  to  corruption ;  but  it  was 
incompatible  with  jufiice  to  exclude  mer- 
chants of  great  property  and  refpedability, 
merely  becaufe  they  happened  to  be  engaged 
fairly  and  openly  in  contrafts  with  goveni- 
ment:  it  would  be  unjuftto  deprive  individuals 
of  their  right,  without  propf  of  their  having 
abufed  it,  an  illiberal  and  cruel  ftigma  on  a 
refpedable  body  of  men,  and  a  mean  com- 
pliance with  popular  prejudice,  unworthy  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Befides  the  regulation  could 
not  in  all  cafes  be  efteftual ;  contrafts  for  fecret 
expeditions  mull  be  fecretly  made;  and  the 
twenty  days  notice  required  by  this  bill, 
could  not  poffibly  be  given,  when  a  fudden 
expedition  was  thought  neceffary.  In  favour 
of  the  bill,  the  ufual  ground  was  taken,  the  pro- 
digality, ignorance,  and  impofition  which  cha- 
rafteriled  the  parties  to  modern  contrails,  were 
difplayed  in  the  higheft  colours ;  and  it  was 
argued,  that  as  the  bill  affefted  the  commons 
alone,  its  rejeftion  bv  the  lords,  would  be  an  in- 
fult  on  that  body ;  luch  had  been  the  reafoning 
of  lord  Mansfield  on  the  Middlefex  eledion,  and 
if  ^plicable  then,  it  was  equally  cogent  in  the 
prelent  infiance.  The  rejeftion  of  the  bill^ 
occafioned  a  proteft,  to  which  twenty-fix  peers 
ligned  their  names,  as  concurring  partially  or 
totally  in  the  component  articles. 

i  61  to  41, 
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.CHAP.      Mr.  Chewe  introduced  the  bill  for prevent- 

^^^  ing  revenue  officers  from  voting,  which  was 

1780.     rejefted  on  the  fccond  reading;:*  the  ar^juments 

_,jU  Aor  *  75  o 

^       '^  ■*  M-ere  not  new  6v  important. 
Acconntof      All  thcfc  debates,  and  many  others  which 
places.       engajred  the  attention  of  the  houfe,  had  con- 
ftant  reference  to  the  petitions  which  were  daily 
received,    and   continually  expatiated  on  the 
.    popular  text,  the  neccffity  of  economy,  and 
tlie    inci;eafing    iiiHucnce   of  the   crown.     As 
penfions   and    places    were   the    principal  ob- 
jects  embraced   in   this  plan   of  cenlure,    Sir 
i5ihFcb.    tieorge  Savile  obtained,  without  oppofition,  an 
order  that  an  account  of  all  places,   and  the 
falaries  annexed  to  them,  ihould  be  laid  before 
Anci  of      the  houfe ;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  require 
pa||j*at*the  ^^  accouut  of  all  })enfions,  whether  paid  at  the 
exchequer   exchccpuT  Or  ont  of  thc  privv  purfc,  for  life, 
thc^hmjib?  y^^^'s,  or  at  pleafure,  the  motion  was  ftrenuoufly  ' 
refifted. 

This  debate  Avas  interrupted  by  the  indif- 
pofition   of  the  fpeaker,    which  occafioned  a 
iiftFcb.    fhort  fufpenfion  of  bnfmefs.     When  the  fittings 
of  parliament  were  refnraed,  lord  North  moved 
an  amendment,  by  w  hich  the  penfions  payable 
at  the    exchequer  only  fhould   be  publiflied. 
He  expofed  the  dehifion  pra(5tifed  on  the  pub- 
lic, in  ftating   the  pretended  amount  of  the 
penfion  lift,  and  athrmed  that,  dedu6ling  the 
monies  paid  under  that  denomination  for  real 
ferviccs,  and  as  aftual  falaries,  and  the  land 
tax    on    penfions,    which  returned    into  the 
coffers  of  the  ilate,   the  whole  fum   did  not 
amount  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  being 
ten  thoufand  kis  than  was  propofed  to  be  al- 

t  Z24  to  195. 
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lowed  by  Burke's  economical  fcheme.     Tlie  chap. 
debate  terminated  in  a  violent  uproar,  occa-  ^^^^' 
fioned    by    an   unwarrantable  perfonality  of     17X0. 
colonel  Barr^,  who  faid,  not  one  Englifhmen 
had  rifen  to  fupport  the  minifter;  his  principal 
defenders  were,  the  attorney-general  (Wedder- 
burne),  and  the   lord  advocate  of  Scotland 
(Dundas).    When  the  ferment  occafioned  by 
this  national  remark  fubfided,  the  amendment 
of  the  minifter  was  carried  by  a  msyority  of 
two  only.*' 

The  fame  fubjeft  was  introduced  to  the  iothMar« 
upper  houfe  by  the  earl  of  Effingham,  in  a 
motion  for  a  lift  of  all  penfions  enjoyed  by 
peers  of  parliament :  the  debate  was  conduftea 
with  fome  warmth;  the  ftate  of  the  Scotch 
peerage  was  fevcrely  animadverted  on,  and 
ably  defended.  The  propofition  was  loft  by  a 
confiderable  majority." 

In  all  the  debates  of  this  feflion,  thfe  moft  DucUbc- 
licentious  invectives  were  iudulged  ;    and   it  twcen 
appeared  the  wifli  of  political  opponents  to  ^fTi^. 
urge  parliamentary  altercation  to  the  unpar*  mcnL 
donable  extremes  of  perfonal  animofity.     In  ^  ^j^Not 
confequence  of  fome  Avords  fpoken   on  the     1779. ' 
firft  day   of  the  feflion,   and   mifreprefented, 
through  the  ignorance  or  malice  of  a  news- 
paper reporter,  Mr.  Adam  engaged  in  a  duel 
with  Mr.  Fox,  and  wounded  him  flightly  in 
the  body. 

On  the  removal  of  lord  Carmarthen  from  6th  Mar. 
the  lord  lieutenancy   of   the  Eaft  Riding  of     *;*®- 
Yorkfliire,  and  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  from 
that  of  Wilts,   lord  Shelburne  moved  for  an 
addrefs  to  afcertain  the  advifers  of  thofe  mca- 
fures.  ^     In  the  courfc  of  his  fpeech,  the  earl 

^  i%%  to  i86.        *  51  10  ftf,        k  It  was  negatived,  9ft  ro  39. 

reflected 
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x^vh"  reflefled  in  contemptuous  terms  on  the  appoint- 
*  ment  of  Mr.  Fullarton,  to  the  command  of  a 


*7^o*  newjraifed  regiment,  with  the  temporary  *rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  mentioning  him  as  a 
•othMar.  commis.^  Colonel  FuUarton,  with  a  warmth 
which  the  occafion  excufed,  though  it  may 
not  be  juftified,  vindicated  himfelf,  and.  highly 
refented  the  attack.  Another  duel  was  the 
confequence,  in  whifh  lord  Shelburne  was 
wounded.  Sir  James  Lowther  made  the  tranf- 
adion  the  fubjeft  of  a  converfation  (for  there 
was  no  motion),  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by 
declaring  if  queftions  of  a  public  nature  were 
tried  by  appeals  to  the  fword,  the  Britifh  par- 
liament would  foon  refemble  a  polifh  diet. 
.  Mr.  Adam  explained,  in  the  moft  handfome 
manner,  his  difference  with  Mr.  Fox,  but  the 
difcuflion  produced  no  confequences." 
Dcbatwon  CoLONEL  FuLLARTO!^  incurred  this  at- 
the  raifing  tack  in  confcqucucc  of  haying  raifed  a  regi- 
ftt^nu?  J"^"*  f'^r  the  fervice  of  government,  an  effort 
of  zeal,  which  save  peculiar  offence  to  oppofi- 
tion,  and  which  they  omitted  no  opportunity 
jtb  April,  of  decrying.  In  a  debate  on  the  army  extra- 
ordinaries,  Fox,  with  great  bitternefs,  cenfured 
the  manner  of  obtaining  thefe  levies,  and  of 
giving  and  withholding  preferment:  he  ani- 
madverted with  feverity  on  the  appointment 
of  the  honourable  George  North,  eldeft  fon  of 
lord  North,  to  the  command  of  the  Cinque 
Port  regiment,  on  the  pormotion  of  colonel 
Fullarton,  and  particularly  on  the  condu6k 
of   colonel    Uolroyd    (now    lord    Sheffield), 

*  He  had  beenemployed  under  lord  Stormont,  in  thecmbaffy  to  Paris. 

■  Addrefles  of  congratulation  were  voted  by  many  of  the  corre* 
fponding  committees  to  lord  Shelburne,  and  fome  pretty  plainly  in- 
finuated,  that  he  cwed  hU  danger  to  the  refentment  of  government j 
at  the  part  he  bad  taken  in  behalf  Qt'  the  people. 

which 
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"«^ich  he  had  totally  mifconceived.  The  chap. 
attack  however,  produced  an  explanati#n  xxxvii. 
highly  honourable:  colonel  Holroyd  replied  "^s^ 
'With  great  fpirit,  that,  theraembersof  oppofi- 
tion,  fo  far  from  being  willing  to  aflift  the  public 
caufe,  could  not  reprefs  their  indignation  againft 
thofe  who  endeavoured  to  be  ufeful  even  at  the 
moment  of  fuch  an  alarming  crifis.  He  faid, 
that  when  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  were 
off  the  coajft,  he  had  offered  to  raife  light  troops 
withoat  expence  to  the  country,  which  he  did  in 
avery  Ihort  time,  and  the  circumftance  it  was  in- 
tended to  arraign,  fo  far  from  being  advantage- 
ous to  him,  was  very  much  the  contrary,  and  only 
beneficial  to  the  fervice  and  the  officers,  all 
of  whom  came  from  old  regiments.  No  fitua** 
tion  in  the  army  could  be  more  agreeable  to  ' 
him,  than  that  he  already  held  in  the  Suflex 
militia ;  nor  could  any  remuners^tion,  in  the 
power  of  government,  compenfate  ifbr  the  ncg- 
left  of  his  private  affairs,  and  the  defertion  of 
his  home :  a  home  which  he  had  fcarcely  feea 
fmce  the  commencement  of  the  war.  His  con- 
tempt for  fuch  infinuations,  he  faid,  would 
have,  kept  him  filent,  had  not  the  refped:  due 
to  the  houfe  rendered  fome  explanation  ne- 
ceffary;  no  man  in  that  houfe  or  in  England 
was  moi'e  independent  in  principle,  difpofition, 
or  iituation.  He  was  not  perfonally  known  to 
any  member  of  adminiftration,  but  in  the  prc- 
fent  crifis,  he  confidered  it  his  duty  to  fupport 
the  fervants  of  the  public  againft  thofe  who 
were  endeavouring  to  take  the  government  by 
ftorm.  This  happy  and  juft  expreflion  was 
often  afterwards  quoted  with  undiminiflied 
effcft. 

An  altercation  of  more  political  importance,  13th Mar. 
occurred  between  the  minifter  and  the  fpeaker  ^^*^^"" 

Oj   twecn  lord 
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CHAP,    of  the  hoiife  of  comtnons.     Sir  Fletcher  NoN 
^2^^!!^*  ■t<*^  had  long  been  diiratisfied  at  the  difap- 
»7«*«      pointment  of  fome  expeftations  of  aggrandize- 
siriPietchcr  ^^nt,  and  had  in  confequence  formed  an  in- 
NortoD.      timate  connexion  with  the  oppofition.     The 
firft  public  difplay  of  this  fcntiment  occurred 
in  a  debate  on  Burke's  plan  of  economy.     In 
a  former  difcuflion,  Mr.  Rigby  had  attempted 
to    eftablifli   as    a  principle,    that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  incjuiie  into  the  expenditure 
of   the  civil   lift,    and    Fox,    having    -previ- 
oufly  fecured  the  opinion  of  the  fpeaker,  took 
occafion  to  introduce  the  fubje6l  in  a  committee, 
and*  referred  to  him  for  a  decifion,  which  was 
given  in  direft  contradiction  to  the  axiom  of 
adminift ration.     If  the  minifter  was  aftoniflied 
at  this  defertion,  he  was  not  lefs  furprifed  at 
the  declaration  with  M4iich  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
accompanied  it;   that  lord  North  and  he  were 
not  friends,  nor  had  any  confidential  or  friendly 
intercourfe    fubfifted     between     them,     fmce 
the  time  when,  in  fulfilling  his  duty,  he  had 
conveyed   the    fentiments  of    parliament    to 
the  foot  of  the  throne;   a  recent  tranfa6lion 
rendered  it  neceflary  for  him  and  the  noble  lord 
to  ftand  on  the  moft  unequivocal  terais.     Be- 
ing preffed  to  explain  the  laft  infmuation,  he 
itated,  that  at  the  preffing  requeft  of  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  communicated  through  Mr.  Rigby, 
he  had  confented,  on  the  death  of  Sir  John  Cuft, 
to  accept  the  fpeaker's  chair :    but  his  compli- 
ance was  accompanied  with  an  exprefe  rcferva- 
tion,  that  an  opening  fliould  be  kept  for  his 
return  to  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  the  firft  eligibly 
vacancy.     Although  this  promife  was  pofitively 
made,  and  although  he  was  well  entitled  to  a 

E reference  from  his  long  {landing  at  the  bar, 
igh  profeffional  character,  and  being  the  only 
X  lawyer 


GEORGE    III.  fi53 

lawyer  at  that  time  in  the  cabinet ;  he  had  now  CiH  ap» 
tlie  mortification  to  find  that  a  negotiation  was  t^i^^* 
carryinsj  on  to  prevail  on  Sir  William  de  Grey,  1780." 
the  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  to  refign, 
and  place  the  attorney-general  in  his  room. 
This  he  confidcred  an  injury,  as  the  individual 
thus  preferred  was  not  by  length  of  praAice, 
or  profeffional  reputation,  qualified  to  impede 
his  claims.  The  minifter  denied  that  he  was 
refponfible  for  promifcs  made  by  his  predecef-^ 
fors  in  otfice ;  and  after  a  long  perfonal  alter- 
cation between  lord  North  and  the  fpeaker, 
Wedderburne,  with  polifhed  wit,  and  irrefraga- 
ble argument,  /hewed  the  arrogance  and  abfur- 
dity  of  Sir  Fletcher's  pretenfions.  He  faid  it 
was  difgracing  the  profeffion,  degrading  his 
charafter,  and  betraying  the  intereft  of  the 
country,  to  feek  finecure  emolument  as  a  com^- 
penfation  for  quitting  a  pradice  in  which  he 
,  could  fecure  honourable  independency ;  yet 
the  fpeaker  did  not  hefitate  to  avow,  that  he  • 
had  received  the  moft  valuable  finecure  he  en*- 
joyed,  (the  chief  jufticeihip  in  Eyre)  for  tranf- 
a^ing  the  bufinefs  of  the  privy-counciL  But 
it  was  not  true,  as  he  aiferted,  that  there  was 
then  no  perfon  of  the  profeflion  belonging  to 
that  board  ;  Sir  P^ardly  Wilmot,  late  chief 
juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  Mr.  Sewell,  mailer 
of  the  rolls,  lord  Mansfield,  lord  Bathurft,  the 
chancellor,  and  all  the  cuftomary  law  oflScers, 
had  feats  in  council.  With  refpefl  to  himfelf, 
he  was  as  ready  to  allow  as  the  fpeaker  was  to 
aflert,  that  in  point  of  character,  (landing,  pre- 
tenfions, and  education,  he  was  not  equally  with 
him  qualified  for  a  common  law  court ;  but  fince 
Sir  Fletcher  had  quitted  Weftminfter  Hall,  to 
Aide  firft  into  an  ample  finecure,  and  next  into 
the  chair  of  that  houfe^  he  could  not  be  offended 
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if  many  who  continued  to  labour  with  induflry 
and  alfiduitv  in  the  field  he  had  deferted,  looked 
forward  alfo  to  the  rewards  of  their  labour,  and 
the  gratification  of  their  ambition.  He  con- 
fidered  the  office  of  judsje  too  delicate  in  its 
nature  and  execution,  to  be  the  objeft  of  foli- 
citation;  nor  would  he  be  fo  forgetful  of  pro- 
priety as  to  make  peifonal  differences  matter  of 
publrc  complaint;  fo  lofl  to  decorum,  as  to  call 
on  the  houfe  to  interfere  in  a  prhate  negotia- 
tion ;  he  would  never  fo  humble  his  own  charafter 
as  to  make  a  difagreement  with  the  minifter, 
the  ground  of  his  .opinion,  on  a  great  and  im- 
portant political  regulation.  From  this  period 
feir  Fletcher  Norton  joined  the  cry  of  oppofi- 
tion,  and  fooke  with  all  the  fervour  of  party 
en  the  influence  of  the  crown,  the  abufes  of 
prerogative,  and  the  rights  of  the  people ;  a 
ftrong  illuflration  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  recipe 
for  making  a  patriot." 

'  During  thefe  violent  altercations,  petitions 
were  daily  laid  before  the  houfe,  in  introduc- 
ing which  many  members  ufed  language 
fliewing  a  firm  reliance  on  an  extraneous  inter- 
ference, which  fhould  res^ulate  bv  terror  the 
deliberations  of  parliament.  Sir  George  Savile, 
on  prefenting  the  York  petition,  faid,  the 
miniftry  would  not  dare  to  refufe  hearing 
it,  though  the  prayer  might  be  eluded  by 
artifice  and  juggling,  yet  if  parliament 
mocked  the  people,  the  ]>eople  would  learn  not 
to  refpeft  parliament.  The  petition  was  not 
prefented  by  men  with  fwords  and  muikels,  nor 

»  <'  Patriots,*^  he  fakl,  **  Tpring  tip  like  muCbrooms :  I  could  raife 
£fty  of  them  within  the  four-and- twenty  hours.  I  have  railed  many 
of  tbem  in  one  night.  It  is  but  refufing  to  gratify  an  anreafonable 
or  an  infolent  demancf,  and  up  -ilarts  a  patriot.**  See  Coxe*s  Me<* 
moirs  of  Sir  Kobert  Walpole«  qua^to^  vol.  i.  p.  659. 

inftigated 
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inftigated  by  a  few  incendiaries,  operating  on   chap. 
limple  and  credulous  individuals  in  hedge  ale-  ^^^^^y^ 
houfes  :    it  was  moved  in  an  affembly  of  up-  '  «7*o« 
wards  of  fix  hundred  gentlemen,  in  a  hall,  tne 
walls  of  which  inclofed  more  property  than  the 
walls  of  the  houfe  of  commons.      Fox  ufed  ,3th  m«w 
language  equally  bold  in  offering  the  Weftmin- 
fter  petition  ;    and  Sir  James  Lowther,  in  pre-    tj^^^^ 
fenting  that  from  Cumberland,  faid,   **  if  the       ^^ 
houfe  iliould  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  fo  refpefta- 
ble    a  body  of '  fubfcribers,   they    would    do 
themfelves  juftice  by  withholding  the  taxes. 
Minifters  might  think  to  dragoon  them  into 
the  payrnent,   but  fuch  meafures  of  coercion 
would  be  attendee!  with  confequences  too  horrid 
for  even  them  to  venture.     If  a  legal  courfeof 
enforcement  were  attempted,   let  adminiftra- 
tion  refleA  who  would  be  the  juries,  and  con- 
lider  whether  they  were  likely  to  obtain  afingle 
verdift,"    Againft  feveral  of  thefe  petitions, 
protefts  and  counter-petitions  were  prefented, 
which  called  down  all  the  vehemence  of  oppo- 
iition.     On  the  proteft  againft  the  Hereford  sthMar* 
petition,  Mr.  Barrow  petulantly  obferved,  that 
it  had  been  moftly  figned  by  the  gentry  at 
and  about  the  cathedral,  with  the   biihop  at 
their  head.     So  long  as  thefe  people  were  per-, 
mitted  to  batten  in  idlenefs  on  the  labour  and 
induftry  of  their  fellow  fubjefts,  they  would  do 
well  to  condud:  themfelves  with  moderation 
and  decency,  left  the  rage  of  reformation  fhauld 
forcibly  inculcate  thofe  leflbns.     They  enjoyed 
Sinecure  places,  and  were  in  the  receipt  of  enor- 
mous profits  and  exorbitant  emoluments ;   it 
^'as  therefore  matter  of  furprife,  that  they  were 
not  included  in  the  letter,  as  they  manifeftly 
-were  in  the  fpirit  of  the  petitions.     He  was 
a^clverfe  to  partialities;    and  though  full  and 
adequate  rewards  for  fervices  were  but  equita- 

blci 
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xxxvu.  ^'^  y^*  ^  parcel  of  itlle,  luxurious,  pTond,  and 
overbearing  fellows  fleeping  in  their  ftalls,  and 
fupported  by  the  toil,  fweat,  and  laborious  in- 
duftry  of  the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of 
people,  was  an  evil  as  repugnant  to  natural 
juftice  and  found  policy,  as  it  was  difgraceful 
and  injurious  to  true  religion.  The  clergy  were 
no  lefs  virulently  and  indecently  abufed  by  Mr. 
Turner,  who  called  them  friends  of  arbitrary 
power,  enemies  of  the  free  conftitution  which 
fed  and  protected  them,  and  dangerous  engines 
of  ftate  in  the  hands  of  an  ambitious  prince  or 
wicked  adminiftration.  During  the  reigns  of 
James  I.  and  that  obftinate  and  preverfe  ty- 
rant Charles,  his  fon,  they  had  preached  the 
imoft  fcandalous  and  ihameful  doctrines,  and 
we^e  the  chief  caufc  of  the  fatal  end  of  that 
tyrant,  whom  their  fucceffors  ftill  aftefted  to 
deify.  They  ftill  propagated  the  fame  dange- 
jous  dodrines  in  their  writings  and  difcourfes, 
and  there  was  no  foundation  on  which  arbitrary 
power  could  be  erefted  equal  to  a  {lauding 
army  and   a  dependeht  church. 

The  efforts  ufed  to  enforce  the  adoption  of 
meafures  confiftent  with  the  petitions,  were 
conformable  to  the  violence  of  language  which 

jjthMar.  -accompanied  their  introduction.  Sir  George 
Savile  intimated,  that,  until  the  petitioners 
received  fome  alVurance  of  relief,  it  would  be 
advifeable  to  vote  the  loan  piece-meal,  accord- 

***'•  inff  to  the  requifitions  of  the  public  fervice ; 
and  when  the  committee  brought  up  the  report 
of  ways  and  means,  a  motion  was  made  for 
deferring  it  till  the  day  after  that  appointed  for 
difcuffing  the  petitions,  but  the  propofition  was 
feebly  fupported,  and  rejefted  by  a  large  m»- 
jority.^ 

•  H5  to  37.  _     . 
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The  imporlant  day  deftined  for  difcuffing  chap. 
the  petitions,  was  anticipated  with  eager  ex-  ^^]f^* 
pedation,  and  met  with  all  the  zeal  and  all     1780; 
the  addrefs'  of  party.    A  meeting  of  the  in*  ^'ifc^fSo'* 
habitants  of  Weftminfter    M'as  convened  by  of  the 
direftion  of  the'  correfponding  committee,  a  p«^«ion»- 
report  from  that  body  read,  and  defcanted  on 
by  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  fupported  by  the  dukes 
of  Devonfhire  and  Portland,  and  many  other 
antiminifterial    leaders.      Government,    fore- 
feeing  the  effeft  of  this  manoeuvre  in  over- 
awing the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature,  drew 
forth  the  military,  and  ftationed  a  confiderable    f 
body  in  the  neighbourhoood  of  Weftminftet    ^ 
Hall. '    A  call  of  the  houfe  was  alfo  ordered, 
and  petitions  continued  to  be  prefented  till 
the   commencement   of  the    debate.      Thefe 
popular  miifives  amounted  to  forty,  and  were 
fubfcribed  with  fo  many  name?,  that  the  mafs 
of  parchment  feemed  ratlier  calculated  to  bury 
than  cover  tlie  fpeaker's  table. ' 

Dunning  opened  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 
Independently  of  the  great  objeds  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  parliament  by  the 
petitions,  varying  according  to  the  particular 
ideas  of  the  feveral  claflTes  of  petitioners,  there 
was  one  great  fundamental  point,  he  obferved, 
on  which  they  all  hinged,  that  of  fetting  limits  to, 
and  paring  down  the  increafed,  dangerous,  and 
alarming  influence  of  the  crown,  and  an  eco- 

p  This  exertion  of  government  was  ie?erel)r  arraigned  fay  oppo^. 
fition,  and  formed  the  fubje^l  of  feveral  converfations,  and  at  length 
of  a  motion  by  Sir  William  Meredith  t  the  debate  was  exoeedingly 
warn.  Burke,  in  a  moft  violent  fpeech,  reprobated,  the  Middlefex 
magift rates,  as  the  fcum  of  the  earthy  and  Fox  declared  that  if  armed 
men  were  thus  let  loofe  on  the  conftitutional  meetings  of  the  people^ 
all  who  frequented  them  muft  go  armed*  See  commons  debates^  loth 
and  xjth  Aprils  and  loth  May. 

t  The  exprefiion  in  the  Annual  Regifterfor  1780,  p.  165. 

VOL.  in.  s  nomical 
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CHAP,  nomical  expenditure  of  the  public   motley. 

^22^^*  In  one  view,  both  thefe  objefts  might  be  con- 
17^0.     folidated  into  one   principle:    if  the  public 
money  was  faithfully  applied  and  frugally  ex- 
pended, that  would  reduce  the  influence  of  the 
crown ;    or,  if  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
reftrained  within  its  natural  and  conftitutional  . 
limits,  it  would  reflore  that  power  M'hich  the 
conflitution  had  vefted  in  the  houfe,  of  inquir- 
ing into,  and  controuling  the  expenditure  of 
public    money.      But,   in  purfuance   of  the 
objefts  held  forth  and  recommended  in  the  peti- 
tions, he  fhould  divide  the  principle,  and  pro- 
pofe  fome  remedy,  or  frame  fome  refolution, 
which  would  ferve  as  a  balis  on  which  he  might 
cre6i:  a  fyftem  of  meafures  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes,  and  comply  with  the  wifhes  of  the  peti- 
tioners.    He  reviewed  with  great  feverity  the 
condu£l  of  miniflers  with  refpeft  to  Burke's 
plan  of  economy ;  they  had  received  it  with  a 
fhew  of  candour,  a  kind  of  mock  approbation, 
.but  afterwards  declared  all  the  material  abjefts 
it  propofed  to  attain,  fundamentally    wrong. 
Colonel  Barry's  fug^eftion  of  a  committee  of 
accounts,  had  been,  m  an  uncandid,  ungentle- 
manlike  manner,  fnatched  out  of  his  hands, 
and  commiffioners  appointed,   who  were  not 
members  of  parliament,  but  mere  nominees  of 
the  minifter.     The  bill  for  excluding.  contraA- 
ors  had  palfed  that  houfe,  but  miniflers  and 
their  friends  confidently  predifted  its  reje6iion 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  fo  that  all  which  had 
been  done  in  confequence  of  the  pile  of  parch- 
ment on  the  table,  containing  the  fentiments 
and   petitions  of  above  a  hundred    thoufand 
eleOiors,  amounted  to  no  more  than  the  adoption 
of  one  fmgle  claufe  of  Burke's  bill,  which  lland- 
ing  thus  naked  and  foHtary,  was  of  little  or  no 
'^  impoT- 
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importance.  He  trufted,  however,  that  the  chap. 
people  of  England  would  refent  the  infult  they  ^  Jlw,* 
fuftained,  from  thofe  who  to  oppreffion  and  *7«<>* 
neglecl  had  added  mockery  and  contempt. 
The  great  objeds  of  the  petitioners  had  been  re* 
lifted  in  argument,  and  by  the  public  avowals 
of  the  minifter  and  his  friends.  They  had 
afferted,  in  contradiftion  to  the  petitioners,  that 
the  influence  of  the  crown  was  not  too  ^xten- 
five,  and  ought  not  to  be  retrenched ;  and  that 
it  was  not  competent  for  the  houfe  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift.  To  bring 
thefe  points  fairly  to  iffue,  he  would  abftraft 
two  propofrtions  from  the  petitions,  fhort,  fim- 
ple,  and  calculated  to  draw  forth  a  dire6l  affir- 
mative or  negative.  If  the  committee  agreed 
in  them,  he  fliould  propofe  real,  fubftantive, 
pradical  meafures;  but  fliould  they  difagree 
or  diffent,  or  endeavour  to  evade  or  procraf- 
tinate,  there  would  be,  at  once,  an  end  of  the 
petitions,  fend  a  full  anfwer  to  the  petitioners. 

His  firft  propofition  was,  "  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  has  increafed,  is  increafing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminiflied." 

The  opponents  of  this  dangerous  axiom 
argued  that  it  was  not  fairly  deduced  from  the 
petitions,  unfupported  by  evidence,  and  of  a 
nature  too  abftrad  for  the  houfe  to  decide  in 
the  ihape  of  a  vote.  It  tended  to  no  given 
objefl,  for  it  did  not  affeft  to  fay,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  was  in  itfelf  improper,  or 
had  been  unfairly  increafed,  but  made  aieap 
from  two  ifolated  aflertions,  to  an  unfounded 
conclufion,  that  the  influence  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nifhed.  Lord  Nugent  obferved,  that  Black- 
ftone  and  Hume,  who  were  quoted  by  Dunning, 
had  faid  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  began 
to  Ihew  itfelf  in  1742:  he  fate  in  parliament 

s  1  before 
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CHAP,  before  that  period,  and  remembered  that  fimilar 
XXXVII.  fpeculatioiis  and  clamours  had  then  long  pre- 
^•oT'    vailed ;    he  then,   and   ftill  confidered   them 
totally  unfounded. 

The  general  events  of  lord  North's  admi- 
niftr^ation  were  cited  to  prove,  that  by  the  cor- 
rupt influence  of  the  ^rown,  he  retained  his 
office  in  oppofition  to  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 
His  w)iole  bufmeifs,  for  a  feries  of  years,  had 
been  to  make  excufes,  and  devife  expedients  ; 
to  find  fupplies  from  year  to  year,  without  in- 
venting any  method  in  finance,  any  fcheme  of 
fupply,    comprehenfive    or  permanent.      The 
people  would  bear  taxes,  though  enormous, 
when  they  heard  of  vidories,  and  an  extenfionof 
commerce  and  territory;  but  were  apt  to  judg« 
of  minifters,  not  from  ingenious  excufes  made 
for  their  conduct,  either  by  themfelves  or  others, 
but  from  the  fuccefs  that  followed  their  mea- 
fures.     Sir  Fletcher  Norton  alfo  made  a  long 
fpeech,  in  fupport  of  the  motion  ;   afiSrming 
the  exorbitant  power  of  the  crown,  and  the 
^  increafe    of   corrupt    influence.     If  members 

thought  proper  to  vote  the  petitions  of  fo  many 
thoufands  of  the  people  falfe  and  unfounded, 
he  wiflied  them  joy  in  the  profpeft  of  meeting 
their  conftituents. 

It  was  already  apparent,  from  the  temper  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  efleft  of  many  perfonal  ar- 
guments, that  the  divifion  would  be  boftile  to 
the  wilhes  of  adminiftration  ;  Mr,  Dundas 
therefore  moved,  that  the  chairman  fliould 
leave  the  chair ;  a  propofition  which  being  un- 
derftood  to  ftifle  the  inquiry,  was  ill  received, 
and  unfupported. 

Lord  North  vindicated  his  own  condu^ 
with  great  ability  ;  he  never  had  infinuated 
that  hid  abilities  were  equal  to  his  iituation,  he 

had 
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had  always  declared  his  readinefs  to  retire  when-   chap. 
ever  his  fovereign  and  the  people  fliould  wi/h   \isiii* 
it ;  but  if  it  were  true,  as  had  been  afferted,  that .    *7»o. 
he  was  kept  in  office  by  the  efforts  of  oppofi- 
tion,  he  could  not  but  luppofe  he  owed  his  con-     ' 
tinuance  in  place  to  the  exertions  of  thofe  who 
had  formerly  contended  againft  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and   were  now 
known  to  be  purfuing  meafures  calculated  to 
fubvert  the  conftitution. 

After  the  difcuffion  had  been  protrafted  to  Refoiutiow 
a  great  length,  Mr.  Dundas  obtained  leave  to  f^ing  the 
withdraw  his  motion  for  vacating  the  chair,  influenceof 
and  to  add,  as  an  amendment  to  the  origi-  ^^^f^^"- 
Bal  propofition,  the  words,   ^'  it  is  now  necef- 
lary  to  declare."     Fox,  readily  acceding  to  the 
amendment,  inforced  the  principle  of  the  ori- 
ginal motion,  by  faying  that  if  it  was  negatived, 
not  only  the  committee,  but  the  houfe  fliould 
never  fit  again.     It  appears  that  the  lord  advo- 
cate's reafon  for  this  amendment,  was  founded 
in  a  certainty  of  the  fuperior  ftrength  of  oppo- 
fition ;  and  as  his  former  eflFort  was  merely 
Are£led  to  gain  time,  his  prefent  aim  Aras  to 
convert  that  which  was  projefted  as  a  general 
alfertion,   to  a  temporary  declaration,  which 
might  at  any  fubfequent  period  be  retrafted  or 
difavowed.    The  amended  motion  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  eighteen. ' 

Dunning,  purfuing  his  fuccefs,  moved  a  Theexpott- 
fecond  refolution,  "that  it  was  competent  to  ^l^^^ 
the  houfe,  whenever  they  thought  proper,  to  uEti 
examine  into  and  corre6l  abufes  in  the  expen- 
diture of  the  civil  lift  revenues."    To  this  pro- 
pofition only  a  feeble  refiftance  was  offered; 
the  minifter,  with  more  reafon  than  probability 

^  ijg  to  S15* 
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CHAP,  of  fuccefs,  deprecating  the  further  proceeding 
xxxviL  of  the  committee. 

^^Zo^       A  THIRD  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
And  the     and  fimilarly  deprecated  by  lord  N.orth,  alfo 
relief  of  the  puffed  without  a  divifion ;  affirming,  that  it 
^^^  ^*       was  the  duty  of  the  houfe  to  provide  immediate 
and  effeftual  redrefs  of  the  abufes  complained 
of  in  the  petitions. 
ReibiudoDs      As  if  afraid  of  giving  the  houfe  a  moment 
reported,     for  recollcftion,  Fox  moved,  at  paft  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  that  the  refolutions  ihould  be 
immediately  reported  ;  lord  North  in  vain  op- 
pofed  the  proceeding,  ajs  violent,  arbitrary,  and 
unufual ;  the  report  was  brought  up,  and  the 
houfe  adjourned, 
loth  April.      On  the  next  fitting  of  the  committee,  Dun* 
a^wim  of  ^^^S  nioved  that,  in  order  to  fecure  the  indepen- 
roonies       dcucc  of  parliament,  and  obviate  all  fufpicions 
paid  to       of  its  purity,  the  proper  officer  fliould,  in  future, 
wUamcflt.  '^vithin  feven  days  after  the  meeting,  lay  before 
the  houfe  an  account  of  all  monies  paid  out 
of  the  civil  lift,  or  any  part  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, to  or  for  the  ufe  of,  or  in  truft  for  any 
member  of  parliament.     However  unfounded  * 
the   fufpicion  might  be,  he  faid  the  public 
firmly  believed  that  large  fums  were  conveyed 
into  the  pockets  of  their  reprefentatives^     If 
any  members  did  imduly  poffefs  themfelves  of 
the  public  money,  this  proportion  would  dif- 
tinffuifh  them  ;  if  not,  it  would  be  acceded  to 
without  difficulty.    Slight  objeftions  were  made 
to  the  motion,  as  propoling  a  teft  which  might 
be  uupleafant  to  the  upper  houfe,  and  beget 
differences,  but  it  was  carried  without  a  divi* 
fion. 
wntehle        Dunking  next  propofed  a  refolution  that 
certain  of-  the  trcafurcr  of  the  cnamber,  treafurer,  cofferer, 
iiccis  inca-  comptroller,  and  matter  of  the  houfehold,  the 
ttDg.  clerks 
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clerks  of  the  ^een  cloth,  and  their  deputies,  chap, 
iliould  be  rendered  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  ^^^^* 
houfe  of  commons.    This  ipotion  encountered     »7*q- 
confiderable  oppofition,  and  on  a  divifion  of 
the  committee,  the  majority  in  favour  of  the 
oppolition  was  reduced  to  two.  • 

Before  the  next  fitting  of  the  committee,  ,^^1^. 
the  indifpoiition  of  the  fpeaker  occaiioned  an  nincfs  of 
adjournment  of  ten  days,  which  was  moved  by  Adm^!^' 
Dunning,  and  fan6lioned  by  the  general  body  ment« 
of  oppofition,though  objefted  to  by  lord  North, 
as  inconvenient,  and  detrimental  to  the  purfuit 
of  public  bufmefs. 

When  the  fpeaker  had  fufficiently  recovered.  %4ih. 
to  attend  his  duty,  Dunning  moved  an  addrefs,  M«5>^ 
requefting  the  king  "  not  to  diffolve  the  par-  a^iwing 
iiament,  or  prorogue  the  feffion,  till  proper  parliament, 
meafures  Should  he  adopted  for  diminiiliing 
the  influence  of  the  cro\vn,  and  correcting  th© 
other  evils  complained  of  in  t4ae  petitions." 
He  farcafticaily  alluded  to  the  unufual  fulnefs 
of  the  houfe,  hoping  the  new  comers  would 
fliew  their  zeal  for  their  country,  their  regard 
for  the  people,  and  their  abhorrence  of  undue 
influence,  by  fupporting  the  motion,  and  that 
the  two  hundred  and  thirty- three  of  the  fixth 
of  April,  would  receive  an  augmentation  of 
twenty  or  thirty.  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  who  fe- 
conded  the  motion,  read  refolutions  of  the 
Cambridge  county-meeting,  approving  the  late 
proceedings,  and  conjured  the  houfe  not  tQ 
iepre&  the  budding  confidence  of  the  nation^ 
and  infpire. popular  rage ;  when  the  people  were 
once  inflamed,  who  could  ilop  them,  or  fay^ 
^  thus  far  ihalt  thou  go  and  no  farther"  ? 

•  ai5  to  Ai|« 
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CHAP.      Mr.  Adam  was  the  moft  confpicuous  oppo- 

"^w^XiS'  ^^"*  ^^  *^^  motion,  and  made  a  fpeech  or  ex- 
J7S0.     traordinary  ability,  ihewingthe  improper  foun- 
dation of  the  petitions,  and  the  error  of  thofe 
who  had  deviled  an  appeal  to  the  people.    He 
painted,  in  terms  no  lefs  animated  than  juft, 
the  dangers  of  beginning  a  reformation  by 
means  of  the  people,  and  cited  the  tnemorabla 
days  of  Charles  I.  to  prove,  that  although  hu- 
man intelleft  and  virtue  were  then  at  their 
greateft  height ;  though  the  patriots  who  be- 
gan an  oppofition  to  the  court  were  juftified  by 
the  moft  imperious  motives,  yet  they  were 
compelled  by  increafing  licentioufnefs.to  with- 
draw from  aftive  interference,  and  doomed  to . 
view  the  overthrow  of  the  conftitutibn,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  moft  oppreflive  and 
arbitrary    defpotifm    that   had  ever  curfed  a 
nation. 

Fox  made  an  animated  reply,  afcribing  the 
misfortunes  of  Charles  I.  to  the  obftinacy  and 
iniincerity  of  his  charader,  and  to  the  omifiion 
of  an  early  attention  to  the  wiflies  of  his  fub- 
je&Sy  which  would  have  prevented  all  the  cala- 
mities of  his  reign,  and  mifchiefs  which  fuc- 
ceeded  it.     The  miniftry  and  their  proftitute 
followers,  had  fpared  no  pains,  fcrupled  at  no 
means  to  traduce,  calumniate,  and  vilify  thofe 
who  oppofed  them  ;  perfonal  MTakncffes,  follies 
of  youth,  and  foibles  of  age,  had  been  exhibited 
to  the  public  as  enormous  crimes ;  feme  were 
abufed  for  being  too  rich,  others  for  being  too 
poor,  and  flight  indifcretions  were  converted 
into  grievous  ^ccufations.     But  would  thefc 
artifices  induce  them  to  abandon  their  own 
vote,  the  glorious  vote  of  the  fixth  of  April? 
A  vote  which  the  prefent  motion  alone  could 

carry 
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carry  into  execution.    The  houfewas  pledged,   y^^il 
in  the  moll  folemn  manner,  to  redrefs  griev-    ^^^-y-^ 
ances:  like  an  individual  who  enters  into  a     iz^o* 
bond  with  a  penalty,  they  were  bound  to  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown,  and  the  pe- 
nalty of  non-performance  would  be  a  forfeiture 
of  the  afFedions  of  the  people.  ' 

The  motion  was  reprobated  by  lord  George 
Germaine,  as  an  improper  mode  of  abridging 
the  royal  prerogative ;  Dundas  ridiculed  it  as 
a  recruiting  officer  fent  out  by  oppofition  to 
beat  vip  for  grievances  and  enlift  motions.  It 
was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  fifty-one.  *  Kcjcae*. 

After  the  divifion,  Fox,  in  a  philippic  no  Jj|J^^^ 
Icfs  eloquent  than  fevere,  exprefled  his  indig- 
nant refentment  at  the  vote,  which  he  termed 
treacherous,  fcandalous,  and  difgraceful.  Not 
fo  in'  thofe  who  oppofed  tlie  propofition  of  the 
fixth  of  April;  they  afted  coniiftently,  and 
like  men  differing  upon  principle,  and  would 
have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  fliameful  v(srfati- 
lity,  if  they  abandoned  the  mdafures  they  had 
once  avowed.  But  who  could  contemplate, 
without  mingled  indignation  and  furprife,  the 
condu6t  of  another  fetof  men,  who  after  voting 
with  him  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  ought 
to  be  diminifhed,  pledging  themfelves  to  the 
houfe,  the  nation,  their  conflituents,  the  people 
at  large,  to  each  other,  and  to  themfelves,  tor 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  abandoned  that  fo- 
lemn engagement  by  rejeding  the  means  pro- 
pofed  :  it  was  fhameful,  it  was  bafe,  it  was  un- 
manly, it  was  treacherous.  The  contempt  he 
felt  for  thofe  who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifter,  was  mingled  fometimes  witli  pity,  and 
fometimes,  with  fo  much  refpe6t  as  was  due  to 

t  sj4  to  aQ|,  » 
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CHAP,  the  fblitary  virtue  of  fidelity,  gratitude,  or 
^^^^^'  confiftency.  They  did  not  take  in  their  patron 
1780.  or  their  fi-iends  with  falfe  hopes  or  delufive  pro- 
mifes ;  they  divided  regularly  with  the  minifter, 
through  thick  and  thin,  on  every  queftion. 
To  concur  in  general  propofitions,  and  refufe 
aflent  to  effeflive  ones,  was  a  paradox  in  party, 
and  in  politics ;  he  was  taken  in,  deluded,  im- 
pofcd  upon.  He  trutted,  however,  that  fuch 
grofs  tcrgiverfation  would  never  pafs  without 
detedtion,  nor  fail  to  be  followed  by  the  con- 
tempt it  delerved  :  he  did  not  defpair  that  the 
people  would  fee  and  purfue  their  own  intereft 
at  a  general  elcdion,  that  they  would  learn  to 
diftinguilh  between  their  open  friends  and  foes, 
and  their  worft  of  enemies,  the  concealed  ones. 

Lord  Nohth  extended  the  protection  of 
his  eloquence  to  thofe  who  had  drawn  on  them- 
felves  this  fevere  attack  ;  he  faid  Fox's  language 
was  fuch  as  no  provocation  could  juftify;  it 
was  indecent,  unparliamentary,  and  improper; 
an  inve6live,  and  not  a  parliamentary  fpeech. 
He  bantered  the  leader  of  oppofition  with  con- 
iiderable  humour  and  effeft  on  his  irritability 
at  finding  himfelf  in  a  minority  again,  after 
having,  for  a  iliort  moment  of  his  life,  been  in 
a  majority,  and  contrailed  it  with  his  own  phi- 
lofophical  calmnefs,  when  he  ftood  in  fo  unex- 

Ee6led  and  novel  a  fituation.  He  did  not  think 
imfelf  juftified  in  rifing  in  the  anguiih  of 
defeat  and  difappointment,  and  accufing  thofe 
who  had  frequently  voted  with  him,  of  bafe- 
nefs,  treachery,  verfatility,  and  other  improper 
motives,  and  he  recommended  Fox  not  to  oe, 
for  the  future,  fo  rafli  and  hafty. 
Farther  Althouoh  lord  North  truly  o^ferved  oh 

Ims^  the  *^^^  occafion,  that  the  petitions,  and  the  refolu- 
petitions.    tious framed  on  them,  were  ftill  before  the  houfc, 

and 
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aiid  the  reje6lion  of  one  fmgle meafure  did  uot  chap. 
preclude  the  right  of  fi>rther  confideration,  yet  ^^^r 
this  defeat  of  oppofition  did,  in  fad;,  terminate     *^*«^ 
the  difcuflion.    A  motion  by  ferjeant  Adair,  for  19th  May. 
withholding  the  grant  of  further  fupplies,  till 
the  grievances  of  the  people  were  i;edreffed,  a6th. 
was  negatived  without  a  debate  ; "  and  when  *^cport  of 
Dunning  moved  to  receive  the  report  of  the  mUt^^"?c'- 
committee  on  the  tenth  of  April,  the  queftion  ^^^'^* 
for  the  chairman's  quitting  the  chair  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  forty -three.  * 

Such  Avas  the  termination  of  this  famous 
conteft,  which,  confidering  the  means  ufed  to 
intereft  the  people  at  large,  the  ftrenuous  exer- 
tions of  oppofition,  the  alarming  tendency  of  the 
refolutions  paft  on  the  fixth  and  tenth  of  April, 
and  the  menacing  afpeft  of  the  times,  may  be 
fafely  pronounced  one  of  the  ihoft  critical  ftrug- 
gles  which  the  conftitution  had  fuftained  fmee 
the  Revolution. 

It  will  naturally  ftrike  the  reader  with  as 
much  aftoniihment  as  it  did  the  public,  that 
a  houfe  of  commons  which  had  fo  warmlv 
adopted  the  American  war,  and  fupported  tlie 
meafures  of  government  with  fo  large  a  majo- 
rity, ihould  affent  to  Mr.  Dunning's  extraordi- 
najy  motion  againft  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
and  for  the  exclufion  of  perfons  holding  certain 
offices  of  government  from  fitting  in  parlia- 
ment. It  will  appear  no  lefs  inconceivable, 
that  having  manifefted  fo  decided  a  relblutioa 
to  overturn  the  miniftry,  the  fame  houfe  iliould, 
after  a  recefs  of  only  fourteen  days,  negative 
all  the  fubfequent  motions  of  oppofition,  though 
intended  to  carry  their  former  refolutions  into 
effea 

»  89  to  54.  *  177  to  134* 
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CHAP.  This  fudden  change  in  the  condu6l  of  the 
^2^^*  houfe,  has  been  attributed  folely  to  influence  and 
1780.  corruption,  and  thofe  independent  members 
who  thus  thwarted  the  efFefls  of  their  fprmer 
vote,  have  been  accufed  of  inconliftency  and 
treachery.  But  their  conduft  in  both  cafes 
naturally  refulted  from  the  temper  of  the  times, 
the  ftate  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  violence  of 
oppofition. 

The  diftra6led  ftatc  of  Ireland,  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  progrefs  of  the  war  in  America,  and  the 
degraded  condition  of  theEnglilh  navy,  which 
had  fuffered  the  united  fleets  of  France  and 
Spain  to  ride  triumphant  in  the  Channel,  and 
menace  the  Britifh  coafts,  excited  general 
^larm  and  indignation.  The  divided  ftate  of 
the  cabinet,  the  candid  and  ealy  temper  of  lord 
North,  and  the  unpopularity  of  lord  Sandwich 
and  lord  George  Germain e,  increafed  the  fer- 
ment and  apprehenfions  of  the  nation,  and  in- 
duced many  independent  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who  were  warm  friends  to  govern- 
ment,  to  fecond  the  efforts  of  oppofition.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham 
and  Sir  George  Savile's  charafter  for  integrity, 
the  manly  fpirit  of  Fox,  and  the  fplendid  ta- 
lents of  Burke,  infpired  hope  and  confidence, 
and  the  parliament,  as  well  as  the  people,  were 
inclined  to  any  meafure,  not  detrimental  to  the 
conftitution,  which  was  likely  to  fubflitute  an 
efficient  cabinet  in  the  room  of  a  diftrafted 
miniftry. 

Su€H  was  the  general  difpofition  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Dunning's  firft  motion,  on  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  which  was  accordingly  carried 
by  a  majority  of  eighteen.  But  on  his  fecond 
motion,  for  the  excluflou  of  certain  perfons 
holding  offices  under  government,  the  violence 

of 
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of  the  oppofition  had  already  dif^ufted  maifV  of  chap. 
their  new  adherents,  and  the  queftion  pafled  by  \2Z^' 
a  majority  of  only  two.     In  this  fitiiation  of    i7»o. 
affairs,  the  illnefs  of  the  fpeaker  occaiioned  an 
adjournment  of  ten  days,  and  after  the  recefs, 
the  oppofition  being  too  eager  to  purfue  their 
advantages,  alarmed  the  moderate  party  by  a 
motion  which  tended  not  to  diminifli,  but  to 
annihilate  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  to 
revive  the  tyranny  of    the  long  parliament. 
Accordingly  the  houfe  threw  out,  by  a  majority 
of  fifty-one,  the  laft  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning. 


■ 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-EIGHTH: 

i778— 1779 — 1780 — 1781. 

EffeBs  of  appeals  to  the  people. — Origin  andpro- 
grefs  of  the  riots  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow 
on  the  fubjeB  of  popery.  —  Formation  of 
Protejiant  ajfociations.  — Difcuffions  in  par- 
liament.— Cor  refponding  committees  ejiablijh- 
ed.  —  Lord  George  Gordon  eleBed  prejident 
of  the  Protejiant  ajfociations.  —  EffeBs  of 
debating  focieties.  —  Intemperance  of  lord 
George  Gordon.  —  Petitions  to  parliament 
againji  the  Catholics.  —  London  petition.  — 
Meeting  at  Coachmaker's  Hall.  —  Meeting 
of  petitioners  in  Saint  George's  Fields. — 
Motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  for  a  re- 
form of  parliament.  —  The  members  infulted. 

—  The  houfe  of  commons    interrupted.  — 
Chapels  of  embajfadors  burnt. —  Riots  fub- 

Jide — and  are  renewed.  —  Privy  council  neld. 

—  Proclafuatiofi.  —  Riots  more    alarming. 

—  Parliamertt  adjourned.  —  Numerous  con- 
flagrations. — Timidity  of  government.  —  Se- 
cond privy  council.  —  Exertions  of  the  mili- 
tary. —  The  riots  quelled.  —  Lord  George 
Gordon   committed  to  the  Tower.  —  King's 

fpeech  on  the  riots.  —  Lord  Mansfleld*s  opi- 
nion on  military  interference.  —  Petitions 
rejected  by  parliament.  —  Judicious  fpeech 

from  the  throne  on  terminating  the  feyion. — 
Political  effect  of  the  riots.  —  Trial  of  the 
rioters  —  And  of  Lord  George  Gordon.  — 
Diffolution  of  parliament. 

CHAP.  TT  is  a  misfortune  ever  attendant  on  appeals 
^^^^^*  to  the  people  in  queftions  of  government, 
Etfedtof  that  the  firft  meafures,  however  reafon able  and 
tu^>c^*ic    ^^^<^^^^'^te,  become  perverted  in  the  hands   of 

'*  ^"^"^  ^'  enthufiafts 
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enthufiafts  or  intriguers.  Extravagant  or  de-  chap, 
figiiing  men,  aiTuming  the  direftion  of  the  ^ocxviit. 
pppulace,  find  it  eafy  to  obtain  a  dangerous  ^"^~*^ 
kfcendency ;  and  through  want  of  difcretion, 
or  want  of  integrity  to  guide  aright  the  fteps 
of  tlie  erring  and  giddy  multitude,  tremendous 
efFe6ls  are  the  refult  of  caufes  apparently  inade- 
quate, and  in  their  origin  contemptibly  infigni- 
£caint.  While  men  of  the  firft  talent  and  for- 
tune were,  by  means  which  they  confidered 
.coniiitationai  and  regular,  attempting  to  excite 
in  the  minds  of  the  real  conftituents  of  the 
reprefentative  body,  a  difguft  againft  the  fyftem 
or  government,  and  urging  them  to  clamour 
for  changes,  far  too  important  to  be  fo  dictated, 
a  rafli  fanatic,  uniting  enthuiiafm  with  obftinacy 
and  unlimited  impudence,  produced  all  the 
mifcfaievous  effedls  of  madneis,  combined  with 
wickednefs.  By  his  influence  over  the  lower 
order  of  people,  he  was  enabled  to  filence  and 
difperie  the  legiflature,  paralyze  the  civil  arm, 
and  deliver  up  the  metropolis  of  Britain,  for 
feveral  fucceffive  days,  to  the  alarm  of  pillage, 
the  horrors  of  wide-fpreading  conflagration,  and 
the  devaflations  of  unbridled  ferocity. 

THE^repeal  or  modification  of  the  aft  of  the      '^^5*^ 
tenth  and  eleventh  of  William  III.  for  pre<vent-  faSI^lJiJifm 
ing  the  growth  of  popery,  was  the  means  of  inScotiafid, 
adding  the  fury  of  religious  bigotry  to  the  rage 
of  political  difcuffion,  and  of  engendering  a 
dark  and  diabolical  fanaticifm,  which  difgraced 
and  diflurbed  the  kingdom.     The  benefits  ex- 
tended to  Roman  catholics  by  the  repealing 
aft*  did  not  extend  to  Scotland;  but  as  a 

loyal 

■  The  benefiu  procured  to  papifts  by  thts  repeal  were,  an  exemp- 
tion of  bi  (hops,  priefts,  and  inftrudlors  of  youthi,  from  pxx>rQeutioa 
ind  imprifonment,  a  fccurity  of  the  rights  of  inberitancci  andper- 
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relieve  the 
Caibolicf. 


CHAP,  loyal  declaration  of  the  people  of  that  perfua* 
^^^^'  (ion  was  fuppofed  to  have  confiderably  influ* 
J77g.  enced  government  in  affording  relief  to  thofe 
in  England,  and  as  their  peaceable  and  orderly 
behaviour  on  every  occafion,  rendered  them  un- 
exceptionable objefts  of  legiflative  benevolence, 
meafures  were  commenced  for  procuring,  in 
Fropofal  to  their  behalf,  fome  relaxation  of  a  fyftem  of  law 
uncommonly  fevere,  and  frequently,  even  in 
modern  times,  enforced  to  the  very  extreme  of 
rigour.  Their  claims  being  well  founded,  ratio- 
nal, andmoderately  folicited,  produced  at  firftno 
fenfation  ;  the  general  aflTembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland  feemed  influenced  by  the  prevail- 
ing fpirit  of  liberality,  and  rejefted,  by  a  large 
majority,  a  propofal  to  remonflrate  againll  the 
bill  which  was  pafling  through  the  Britiih  par- 
liament ;  but  the  gloomy  rancour  of  fanaticifm 
marked  the  opportunity,  and  foon  found  means 
to  (ingle  out  viftims  for  popular  rage.  A 
fcurrilous  pamphlet  was  produced  by  a  non- 
juring  clergyman  in  Edinburgh,  exciting  the 
public  animofity  agajfnft  the  Catholics;  publifh- 
ed  at  the  expence  of  a  fociety  (to  judge  by  this 
proceeding  grofsly  mifnamed)  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowleage,  and  circulated  with  indui- 
try  and  profufion  among  all  ranks.  No  people 
on  earth  have  a  more  zealous  and  honeft  regard 
for  the  intereft  of  their  church  eftabli(hment 
than  the  Scots ;  but  the  fame  fervour  of  fpirit 


oet. 

Efforts  of 
Katies* 


miflioB  to  purcliafe  lands  in  fee  Ample  j  but  the  Catholics  were  not 
to  enjoy  thefe  privileges  except  on  condition  of  taking  the  oaths  of 
allegiance,  of  renunciation  of  the  Stuart  family  j  an  abjuration  of 
the  pofitions  that  it  is  lawful  to  murder  heretics^  and  that  no  faith 
ihould  be  kept  with  them ;  and  of  that  principle  which  legalises  the 
depofition,  or  m\irder»  of  princes  excommunicated  by  the  pope.  They 
were  alfo  on  oath  to  deny  the  pope*s  authoiityi  teoiponu  or  civil, 
within  this  realai« 

which, 
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i  -•  » 

which,  when  well  direded,  had  enabled  £heni  to   CH  aR. 
i  difregard  perfecution,  and  by  paffi  venefs  alone  to  ^^^^ ' 

triumph  over  religious  tyranny,  was  now  per-  1778. 
verted  to  nefarious  purpofes,  and  rendered, 
among  the  lower  clals,  a  motive  for  the  com- 
miffion  of  fhameful  crimes  and  outrages.  The 
news'papers,  thofe  ready  vehicles  of  flander, 
intemperance,  and  fedition,  were*  filled  with 
recapitulations  and  abftrads  of  the  laws  againfl 
papifts  and  popery,  at  once  reminding  the 
p  eople  of  their  great  power  over  a  part  of 
the  community,  and  recalling  to  memory  the 
hiftorical  rcafons  on  which  the  grant  of  that 
power,  now  ufelefs  and  oppreffive,  had  beeii 
founded.  The  more  ardent  of  the  preachers 
appealed  to  the  paflions  of  the  people,  by  in- 
cendiary declamations,  and  the  lynod  of  Glaf* 
gow  adopted  refolutions  for  op'pofine  any 
bill  which  might  be  brought  into  parhament 
in  favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Scot-  ' 

land. 

These  refolutions  were  followed  by  Teveral  November. 
other  fynods,  but  that  of  Lothian  and  Twed-  tionrf' 
dale,  which  met  in  Edinburgh,  and  from  which  Protcftant 
great  rcfults  were  expeSed,  refufed  to  fanftion  J^^" 
any  meafure  for  impeding  the  humane  inten- 
tions of  government  in  relieving  their  innocent 
fellow  fubje6fa.     This  laudable  moderation  af- 
forded to  fome  zealots  of  Edinburgh,  an  op-  ' 
portunity  of  raifing  the  cry,  that  the  Proteftant 
JC^ligion  was  abandoned ;   and  about  a  dozeu 
tradefmen,    clerks,    and    apprentices,    erefted 
themfelves  into  a  "  committee  for  the  Protef- 
tant intereft."    They  publifhed  in  news-papers 
their  refolutions  to  oppofe  the  bill  for  relief  of 
papids,    invited  general  correfpondence,   and 
through  the  medium  of  the  prcis,  endedroured 
to  inflame  the  populace  againft  the  objects  of 
V6l.  III.                        T                        their 
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xxxvni  *^^^^  j^aloufy.     Correfpondence  with  this  new 
s^^^^'^^'  committee  was  fpeedily  opened,  and  refblutions 
'^^^*      of  boroughs,  pariihes,  and  private  focieties,  to- 
gether with  inflammatory  pamphlets,  and  fcur- 
rilous  libels,  were  daily  publilhed,  and  circu- 
lated in  every  form,  and  in  every  direflion. 
tan.  ^  Th  e  catholics,  feeing  the  peril  in  which  their 

M  b«r  h  ^^  attempt  had  involved  them,  in  vain  en- 
deavoured to  retreat  from  the  gathering  ftonn^ 
and  regain  their  former  tranquil,  thoughinfecure 
condition.     In  a  letter  to  lord  North,  which 
was  publiilied  in  the  London  news-papers,  they 
declined  the  intended  application  to  parliament^ 
chufing  rather  to  facrifice  their  own  advantages 
than  endanger  the  peace  of  their  country ;  but 
the  populace  of  Edinburgh,  lon^  inftigated  by 
every  art  in  the  power  of  mifofuided  or  defign- 
ing  men,  had  altcady  prepared  to  execute  fun> 
mary  venojence,  on  men  whom  they  confidered  ^ 
t$ih}ui*   the  enemies  of  their  faith.     An  incendiary 
hand-bill  was  fcattered  about  the  city,  inviting 
thofe  who  ihould  find  it,  to  meet  at  the  Leitb 
Wynd,  on  an  appointed  evening,  to  pull  down 
the  pillar  of  popery^  lately  ere6led  :  fuch  was 
the  denomination  given  to  a  fuite  of  rooms,  oc- 
cupied by  a  Romi(h  prieft,  one  of  which  was 
fet  apart  for  the  attendance  of  his  congrega- 
tion.    This  daring  invitation  was  not  iffued 
till  the  popular  mind  was  fufficiently  prepared ; 
already  were  the  individuals  of  the  perfecuted 
perfuafion  kept  in   conftant  terror,   afraid  ta 
remain  in  their  houfcs,  and  even  hunted  through 
the  ftveets-  with  derifive  lliouts,  and  threatening 
ad  Feb.      exclamations.     A  numerous  rabble  effeftually 
completed  tl)e  recommended,  deftruftion,  ex- 
tending their  fury  to  another  houfe  of  popifh 
worlhip,   and  biin;ing  or  purloining  a -valua- 
ble library  belonging  to  the  prieft;    the  dwel- 

^ng$ 
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lings  thus  demolifhed,  vete ktio\<rn  to  te  inha-  ch  a r 
bited  by  various  other  families  of  tradefmen  ^22^* 
and  mechanics.  The  raob,  unimpeded  in  their  «779* 
carieer,  continued  feveral  days  deftroying  tlie 
houfes  and  furniture  of  real  or  reputed  papifts, 
infulting  their  perfons,  and  tlireatening  their 
lives.  Gathering  courage  from  impunity,  they 
extended  theii*  views,  and  denounced  ven- 
geance againft  all  who  had  favoured  fenti- 
tnents  of  toleration  :  in  this  number  were  in- 
eluded  t)r.  Robertfon,  the  juftly  celebrated 
hiftoriari,  whd  in  his  writings  had  recommended 
general  benevolence  in  matters  of  opinion  ; 
imd  Mr.  Crofbie  the  advocate,  whofe  only  im- 
puted crime  was  that  of  profeflionally  drawing 
up  the  bill  intended  fdr  pailiaihent. 

During  fuch  fcenes,  the  inaftivity  of  the  ftcprehen- 
civil  power,  if  fufficiently  ftrbng  in  itfelf,  or  aua^«f  the 
adequately  reinforced  by  extraileous  afliftance,  magiftmy. 
would  have  feemed  highly  cenfurable  ;  but  the 
provoft  of  Edinburgh  \vas  more  than  inadive; 
nis  condudt  was  an  mdireft  fandion,  if  not  an 
incentive  to  a  rabble,  who  being  without  order, 
and  without  partizans  of  any  confequence, 
irould  have  flitunk  back  from  the  firft  combined 
or  regulai*  refiftance.  Their  intentions  were 
inanirefled,  not  dhly  by  the  hand-bills  ftrewed 
in  the  ftreets,  but  by  feveral  minor  ads  of  out- 
rage before  the  grand  attack,  yet  the  provoft 
only  promifed,  on  a  formal  application,  to 
convoke  the  desLcons  of  the  corporation,  and 
caution  them  to  ufe  their  influence  in  difluading 
the  people  from  joining  in  the  intended  tu- 
tnult ;  and  when  a  lieutenant  of  the  navvj  com- 
tnandirtg  a  prcfs-gang,  offered  to  quell  tlie  riot, 
he  Was  Commanded  by  the  proVoft  to  quit 
£dinburgh.  Th6  city  guard  was  no  more  alert 
than  the  chief  magiftrate  in  repretting  tliefc 
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CHAP,   criminal  cxceffes;  arid  whien  the  military,  urt-* 
XXXVIII.  der  the  duke  of  Buccleugh,  generoufly  offered 
^79.     to  preferve  the  peace,  they  /were  not  only  pre- 
vented from   interfering,   but  the   prifonefs, 
vhom  they  took  in  the  very  aft  of  burning  a 
houfe^   were  difcharged  by  the  provoft,   and 
J)ermitted    to    rejoin    their  fellow   crimiuals.^ 
Terror  at  length  effefted  what  a  fenfe  of  public 
duty  had  failed  in  producing,  and  the  magif- 
trates  claimed  militaiy  affiftance,  by  M'hich  the 
6th  Feb.     tiimult  was  fpecdily  quelled.     The  provoft  and 
his  colleagues  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  ab- 
furdities    by    a   ridiculous    proclamation,    m 
which,  from  a  defire  to  "  remove  the  fears  and 
apprehenfions  which  had. diftrefled  the  minds^ 
of  many  well-meaning  people  in  the  metropolis, 
with  regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  penal  ftatiites' 
againft  papifts,  the  magiftrates  informed  thehi,. 
and  the  public  in  general,  that  the  bill  for  that 
purpofe  was  totally  laid  afide  :  it  was  therefore 
cxpefted  thatfuch  (i.  e.  well-meaning)  perlbna^ 
would  carefully  avoid  connefting  themfelves^ 
with  any  tumultuous  affembly  for  the  future.'* 
They  promifed  to  take  the  moft  vigorous  mea- 
lures  for  repreffing  tumults  and  riots  which 
might  afterwards  arife ;    *'  being  fatiafied  that 
Juture  diforders  could  proceed  only  from,  the- 
wicked  views   of  bad  and   defigning  meh.^' 
This  acknowledgment  of  their  paft  negleQ, 
and   appearance  of  coincidence  in  fentiment 
with  the  rioters,  was  at  once  an  infult  to  the 
^fufterers,  and  a  triumph  to  the  mob.     The  mile- 
^rable  vi6iims  of  perfecution  remained  unfup- 
polled,  no  attempt  was  made  to  redrefe  their 
grievances,   they  were  liill  afraid  to    appear 
publicly,    and    their   fubfiftence  vva*   cnieffy 
derived  from  the  clandeftine  bounty  of  their 
friends. 

Edin- 
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EDtNBURGH  furniflied  an  example    fuffi-   chap. 
ciently  inviting  to  the  fanatics  of  Glafgow,  ^^^^^' 
though  the  objeOs  of  perfecution  were  fo  few,      1779. 
that  they  h^d  not  a  chapel,  or  ev-en  a  prieft.  ^^^* 
The  chief  fury  of  the  populace  fell  on  the  houfe  Giafgow. 
and  works  01  Mr.  Bagnal,  a  gentleman  from 
Staffordfhire,  who  had  eftablifhed  in  the  vicini- 
ty a  manufactory  for  the  pottery  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  his  own  county-     His  property- 
was  utterly  deftroyed,  and  his  wife  and  family, 
after  many  indignities,  compelleti  to  feek  refuge 
in  the   city,  the  neighbour  being  afraid  to 
ihelter  them.      Tlxe  magiftrates   and  clergy, 
however,  without  delay  repaired  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  mob,  by  bountifally  relieving  the 
exigencies  of  the  fufferers,  and  j^iberally  refund- 
ing Mr.  Bagnal's  whole  lofs.^ 

These  violences  could  not  efcape  the  at-  [/*^- 
tention  of  parliament.  On  the  firft  appearance  j^  ^^j^ 
of  the  lord  advocate  Dundas  in  the  houfe  of  mtnu 
commons  after  the  riots,  he  was  interrogated 
by  Wilkes  refpefting  tite  completion  of  a  pro- 
mife,  made  the  lad  feifion,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  relief  of  his  Catholic  countrymen.  With 
his  ufual  franknefs,  the  lord  advocate  dated, 
that  from  the  violences  -and  infurre&ions  in  all 
parts  of  Scotland,  it  had  beeh  agreed,  between 
him  and  the  principal  people  of  tiiat  perfuafion, 
to  defer  meafures  of  relief,  till  fubfiding  preju- 
dice fliould  leave  room  for  the  operation  of 
cool  perfuafion.  Wilkes  made  an  animated 
reply,  decrying  the  facritice  of  the  dignity  of 
parliament  to  the  ieditious  populaceof  Scotland. 

k  Taken  principally  from  Coniiderattons  on  the  State  of  the  Roman 
Ca^lict  in  Scotland :  A  Memorial  to  the  Public  in  behalf  of  the  Ca- 
tMks  in  Edinburgh  and  Glafgowy  containing  an  account  of  the 
not  agaiiilt  them  in  February  1779  ;  and^Panaticifm  and  Treafon,  or 
aiiiaory  q{  the  rebellious  Infurre&icns  in  June  xySo^  firft  edition. 

T  S  London, 
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CHAP.  London,  lie  faid,  might,  after  the  example  of 
^P^^^*  Glafgou'  and  Edinburgh,  prevent  by  infurrec-r 
i779?  tion  any  matter,  however  important,  from  be^ 
ing  brought  into  parliament  He  animad- 
verted on  the  magiftrates,  their  aplogy  for  the 
rabble,  and  their  prpmife  of  conceffion,  and  dicj 
not  hefitate  to  pronounce,  that  when  the  Ca- 
tholics could  not  find  proteftjon  for  their  livei^ 
and  properties  even  }n  the  capital,  there  was  ^ 
diflblution  of  ^H  government. 
iSthMvf  ByRKE  introduced  ^  further  difcufiion  oi^ 
the  fubjecl,  by  prefcnting  a  netition  from  the 
injured  Cathojics  for  compeniation  and  further 
fecurity.  Fox,  in  fupporting  the  prayer,  faid, 
the  honour  and  humanity  of  the  noufe  ought 
not  to  be  limited  to  cdmpenfation,  but  they 
fliould  repeal  the  penal  laws,  undeterred  by 
petty  infurre^ions  in  a  little  corner  of  the  em-? 
pirc.  Unwilling  to  urge  extremities,  lord  North 
fnfpended  the  confideration  of  the  petition,  by 
the  previous  queftjon ;  declaring  that  voluntary 
compenfation  would  be  madej,  which  was  more 
eligible  than  compulfory. 
Corrcf-  Such   proceedings,   both   in  England  and 

poinding      Scotland,  could  not  be  expefted  to'reprefs  the 
fiSfmTd^^^^   aftive  genius   of  fanaticifm  once  let  loofe  ; 
politics  mingled  in  the  queftion,  and  ejghty-five 
correfpondjng  focieties,  fimilarly  formed  with 
that  of  Edinburgh,  were  fpeedily  ereded  under 
the  fpecioiis   pretext  of  protecting  the  Pro-^ 
and  Lord    teftant  religion.       Lord   George  Gordon,    a 
Geoigc      wild,  enthuiiaftic,  moody  fanatic,  was  eleded 
elided"      their  prefident :  he  replied  to  Fox's  fuggeftion^ 
prefidcnt.    in  thp  la^c  debate,  by  declaring  it  highly  inex-^ 
pedient  to  tolerate  the  Catholics  of  Scotland, 
equally  with  thofe'of  England  or  Ireland ;  and 
fth  May.    before  the  end  of  the  felTion,   moved,  but  his^ 
motion  \vsis  not  feconded,  that  th^  popifh  petiT 
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tion  prefented  by  Burke  fliould  "  be  thrOH^n  chap. 
over  the  table."     In  his  fpeech,  he  daringly  af-  ^^^^^" 
ferted  that  the  whole  people  of  Scotland,  fit  to     177*. 
bear  arms,  except  a  few  Rpman  Catholics,  were 
ripe  for  infurreiftion  and  rebeUion,  and  had  in- 
vited him  to  be  their  leader  or  privy  eounfellor. 
It  was  not  in  the  power  of  parliament,  confif- 
tently  with  the  aft  of  union,  to  alter  the  reli- 
gious law  of  Scotland;  the  natives  were  impreffed 
with  that  opinion,  and  would  perifli  in  arms, 
or  prevail  in  the  conteft. 

Although  theaftivefpiritoffanaticifmhad  Effeaiof 
iong  fubfided  in  England,  fufficient  means  were  f^^lef 
not  wanting  to  give  birtli  an<l  vigour  to  adaa- 
gerous  combination,  in  which  politics  and  re- 
ligion might  be  united  in  the  produftion  of 
formidable  commotions.  Meetings  of  men 
defirous,  either  from  the  neceflity  of  profef* 
fional  purfuit,  the  hopes  of  adventitious  advan- 
tage, or  the  folicitations  of  perfonal  vanity,  to 
excel  in  the  arts  of  oratory,  had  long  Deci> 
eliablilhed  in  the  metropolis :  they  had  been 
hitherto  confidered  always  harmlefs,  fometiraes 
ufeful,  often  ridiculous  ;  they  had  been  fati- 
rized  from  the  prefs,  and  on  the  ftage,  but 
ridicule  alone  was  employed  againft  them. 
The  modern  rage  of  dilcuffion  brought  theni 
into  more  confpicuous  notice ;  they  were  reforted 
to  by  men  of  lively  talents,  though  of  confined 
information ;  public  meafureswere  debated  be- 
fore large  audiences ;  and,  as  little  delicacy  was 
preferved  in  mentioning  the  names,  or  alluding 
to  the  conduft  of  exalted  perfonages,  all  who 
found  pleafure  in  grofs  abuie,  and  harfh  raillery, 
occafionally  intermingled  with  Avit,  and  fome- 
times  prefenting  a  fcanty  portion  of  informa- 
tion, frequented  thefe  afl'emblies,  which  were 
termed  debating  focieties.     Religion  occupied 

T  4  a  portion 
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c  H  A  P.  a  portion  of  the  topics  debated  on  ordinary  days, 
^^^^'  and  feparate  focieties  were  eftabliflied  for  the 
2779,     difcuffion  of  facred  fubje^  on  Sundays.     By 
means  of  thefe  clubs,  lord  George  Gordon  fuc- 
ceedcd  in  forminff  a  "  Proteftant  affociation'" 
in  £nglan<^  of  which,  as  in  Scotland,  he  was 
declared  prefident.     While  a  man  of  his  birth 
and  ftation  could  condefcend  to  court  fuch 
an  aflemblage,  his  countenance  and  protedion 
was  to  them  a  fubje^t  of  pride,  ana  of  indi- 
vidual gratification.      His   family  was    in   a 
high  decree  honourable,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Britifli  parliament,  and  though  his  abfurd 
fpeeches  frequently  thinned   the  houfe,  ftill 
tney  often  difplayed  abilities,  and  were  mixed 
witJi  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  coarfe  far- 
caflic  wit,     Oppofition  treated  him  with  com- 
placency, and  fomething  very  like  encourage- 
ment; the  mod  diftinguifhed  leaders  called  him 
in  public  their  honourable  friend,  and  often 
fupported  his  arguments,  and  juftified  his  con- 
dud;  in  the  houfe. 
Intern-         'His   fuccefs  in  forming  thefe  affociationa 
Trf***  ^^  confiderably  augmented,  what  appeared  to  want 
George      ^^^  iucreafc,  his  violence  and  grofs  buffoonery. 
Gordon.     On  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  while  dilating 
15th  Nor.  jj^  jjjq£j.  unwarrantable  terms  on  the  difpofitiou 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
he  faid  the  indulgences  granted  to  papifts  had 
alarmed  all  Scotland,  where  the  people  were 
determined  to  guard  againft  a  left  in  fuch 
favour  with  the  miniftry  :  nor  were  thefe  fenti- 
ments  confined  to  hinilelf ;  government  fhould 
find  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  at 
his  back,  who  would  avow  and  fupport  tliem, 
apd  whofe  warmth  of  fpirit  was  ftill  greater 
than  his  own.    They  had  fent  petitions  to  the 
minifters,  who  l>ad  difregarded,  to  the  lord 
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chancellor  who  had  fuppreffed,  and  to  the  C  hap* 
(beaker  who  had  incurred  diipleafure  by  not  ^^^^^ 
oelivering  them  to  the  houie  of  commons. 
They  had  now  printed  their  fentiments  and 
refolutions,  which  he  was  to  deliver  to  the  king 
and  the  prince  of  Wales,  for  their  inilru£Hon 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  Scots  would  con- 
fent  to  be  governed.  The  people  of  Scotland^ 
he  faid,  were  irritated,  and  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion exafperated,  being  convinced  that  the 
king  was  a  papift. 

The  indifference  with  which  thefe  indecent 
and  alnioft  treafonable  attacks  were  endured, 
probably  arofe,  partly  from  refpeft  to  the  family 
of  this  intemperate  man,  and  partly  from  a 
notion  that  he  was  not  free  from  infanit3\ 
During  the  whole  feffion,  however,  he  con- 
tinued the  fame  courfe  of  ribaldry.  He  con- 
iiantly  boaded  of  the  number  of  men  attached 
to  his  perfon  and  fubjefled  to  his  will,  calum- 
niated  the  king,  and  defied  parliament.  In  a  sthMar. 
debate  on  Burke's  reform  bill,  after  fatiguing 
the  houfe  with  aferies  of  abfurdities,  he  aiierted 
that  he  had  in  Scotland  a  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  men  at  his  command,  and  if  the  king 
did  not  keep  his  coronation  oath,  they  would 
do  more  than  abridge  his  revenue,  they  would 
cut  off  his  head. 

It  would  be  much  beneath  the  dignity  of  Petitiont 
biftory  to  record  the  exceffes  of  fo  coarie  a  fana-  ***  p**"^ 
tic,  but  for  the  fatal  confequences  with  which  ^nft  tfao 
they  were  attended.*    A  petition  had  already  CathoUc*, 
been  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  figned  "^  Apr, 
by  nearly  three  thoufand  inhabitants  of  Rochef-  zft  Mtj, 

c  Nunerout  inftances  of  hit  Tiolence  and  ribaldry  are  not  here 
coounemorated  $  they  mav  be  found  in  the  debates  from  1778  to 
17S0J  or  a  copious  collfdion  of  them  in  the  Political  Magazine  for 
June  1780,  which  contains  the  great^ft  details  of  the  violent  tran- 
Mi^i  of  that  month* 

ter, 
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CHAP,  tcr,  and  another  from  Maidftone,  praying  a 
^22^Z2^*  repeal  of  the  a^l  allowing  indulgences  to  Ca- 
1780.     tliolics  ;   vhen  lord  George  Gordon  thought 
jundon^'    proper  by  public  advertifement,  as  prefident  of 
fxiiiuoo.     the  proteftant  aflbciation,  to  invite  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  London  and  its  envi- 
rons, on  the  fame  fubjeft.     '*  If  they  united," 
he  told  them,   "  as  one  man  for  the  honour  of 
God,  and  liberties  of  the  people,  the  kingdom 
might  yet  experience  theblelling  of  divine  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  reftoration  of  love  and  confix- 
dence  among  brethren.     But  if  they  continued 
obfiinate  in  error,  andfpread  idolatry  and  cor- 
ruption through  the  land,  nothing  could  be 
expeded  but  divifion  among  the  people,  dif- 
traciion  in  the  fenate,  and  difcontent  in  the 
camp,  with  all  other  calamities  attendant  on 
thofe  nations  whom  God  had  deliv^jed  over  to 
»^thMay.  arbitiury  power  and  defpotifm."     Lord  George  » 
Gordon  gave  notice  in  parliament,  of  the  day 
when  this  petition  would  be  prefeiTted,  and  of 
his  defign  to  require  the  attendance  of  all  the 
petitioners,  in  an  humble,  decent,  and  refpedlful 
manner. 
»9th.  For  the  purpofe  of  collefting  an  increafed 

^tcIaX  number  of  lignatures,  the  petition  was  depo- 
taaker'i  fited  at  his  houfe,  and,  by  another  advertife- 
^^^  .  ment,  he  called  a  meeting  of  the  Proteftant  aflb- 
ciation at  Coach-maker's  Hall,  one  of  the  moil 
confpicuous  fpots  ^^'he^e  debating  focieties  were 
held.  At  this  place  he  made  a  long  harangue 
to  a  moft  crowded  room,  on  the  repeal  of  the 
a6i  againft  Catholics,  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  it  had  palled  through  parliament,  decry- 
ing the  meafurc  as  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
plesof  the  Revolution,  and  dangerous  to  thefuc- 
cellionof  the  houfe  of  H^inover.  To  inflame  ftill 
fi^^'tber  the  minds  of  his  auditors,  he  read  the 
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eatechifin  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  an  in-  c  h  a  p, 
dulgence  granted  by  the  pope  to  his  flock  in  ^^^j^* 
Endand.  The  alarming  gro\irth  of  popery,  he  i/So, 
fai^  could  only  be  refifted  and  quafhed  by 
going  in  a  firm,  manly,  and  determined  man« 
ner  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  difplay^ng  to 
their  reprefentatives  their  refolution  to  prelerve 
their  reliffious  freedom  with  their  Jives.  **  For 
his  part,  he  M^mild  r^n  aU  hazards  with  the  peo^ 
pie ;  and  if  the  people  were  too  lukewarm  to 
run  all  hazards  withnim,  when  their  confcience 
and  their  country  ciiUed  them  forth,  thev  might 
get  another  prefident ;  he  was  npt  a  lujlcewarm 
man,  and  if  they  meant  to  fpend  their  time  in 
mock  debate,  ^nd  idle  oppofition,  they  might 
pet  another  leader."  Loud  acclamations  fol- 
lowed this  incendiary  fpeech,  attended  by  re^ 
folutions  that  the  whole  body  of  the  proteftant 
affociation  would  aflemble  in  St.  George's  Fields, 
on  the  fecond  of  June,  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats,  to  diftingullh  real  Proteftants,  and 
friends  of  the  petition,  from  their  enemies.  The 
prefidentdeclaredthatiftheaflcmblage  amount- 
ed to  lefs  than  twenty  thoiifand,  he  M'ould  not 
deliver  the  petition  :  a  meeting  of  forty  thou- 
fand  wqs  anticipated,  and  the  advertifement  of 
refolutions  afligned  that  as  a  reafon  for  con- 
vening this  petitioning  army  in  St.  George's 
Fields. 

On  the  day  appointed,  not  twenty  thoufand  ad  Jane 
only,  but  fixtv,  and  fomc  accounts  extend  them  Jj^*^.^ 
to  a  hundred  thoufand,  petitioners  or  aflbcia-  tionen  * 
tors,  met  in  SU  George's  Fields.    They  were  j^^^-  ,^ 
marihalled  in  feparate  bands,  and  after  an  ha-  piddT  * 
rangue  from  lord  George,  the  main  body  made 
jtn  unneceflary  circuit  over  London  Bridge,  and 
through  the  city  to  the  feat  of  parliament. 

TVy  inavche4  ^^  a  Ijreuft,  preceded  by  a  man 

cairyiflg 
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CHAPj  carrying  on  hi^  head  tjie  petition,  figned  with 
*iS^3"  ^  hundred    and    twenty  thoufand  names  or 
*»^*^     marks. 

Motion  by  '    Ox  this  inaufpiciou^  and  difgraceful  day, 
Rfcbmond^ ''^^^^  dukc  of  Richmond  introduced  to  the  lords 
for  a  re-     a  projcft  for  reforming  tlie  lower  houfe  of  par- 
form  of      liament.     He  haraaigued,  in  the  hacknied  ftyle> 
menu^       Jon  the  abufes  of  government,  the  influence  of 
minifters,  the  fecret.invifible  po^ver,  which  di- 
rect d  the  whole  political  machine,  and  the 
juft  complaints  and  j)V£tenfions  of  the  people. 
His  plan  was  to  diiibh'e  parliaments  annually, 
abolifli  burgage  tenures,  and  admit  to  a  right 
of  fuffrage  every   man  of  full  age,  and  not 
difqualificd  by  law. 
The  mem-       Th  IS  wild  fclicme  of  popular  reform  met 
bers  of       ^ith  a  practical  rebuke  in  the  moment  of  its 
inS"*  projeaion :  before  the  fitting  of  the  houfe,  the 
mob,  occupying  all  the  paifes  to  Palace  Yard, 
rendered  the  approach  difficult  even  to  their 
favourites ;  but  thofe  who  had  not  acquired 
this  difgraceful  diitin6iion  were  robbed,  beaten, 
and  even    threatened  with  the  lofs.of  their 
lives.     The  mob  were  prevented  from  rufliing 
into  the  houfe  by  the  activity  and  refolutioh 
of  tJie  door-keepers  alone  :   HjvcrsJ  peers  ex* 
hibited,  on  thbir  entrance,  inconteftable  proofs 
of  the  indignities  they  had  fuftained,  and  flat- 
ing  to  the  chair  the  danger  of  other  members^ 
while  the  duke  of  Kichmond,  in  the  genuine 
zeal  of  reform,  complained  of  the  interruption, 
of  his  harangue,   and  fcemed  to  confider  hiij 
fpeech  of  more  importance  than  the  lives  o^* 
lord  Bofton  and  the  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  who 
were  at  that  moment  declared  to  be  in  tliq 
hands  of  the  rabble.  ^     In  this  ridiculous  fpirit 

*  The  rage  apainft  the  hifhop  of  Lincoln,  had  no  otl  er  foundarion 
thait  hit  being  taiotber  to  the  lord  cliaiKcttov  (Tburlow/:  lord  Softoa 

was 
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of  proqraftlnatiQn,  and  fa^lious.delay,  a  gdie-  *chap. 
lOLis  propofal  by.  lord  Townflieud  for  the  houfe  *^^* 
to  iflue  forth  lu  a  body  and  rrfcue  lord  Bofton,^  *7*^- 
was  converted  into  a  debate  wlieth^rthe  Speaker 
fliould  attend,  with  tlie  mace,  which  was  only 
terminated  by  the  appeaiance  of  lord  Dofton, 
whofe  lif(?  oiig^ht  haye  been  iacrificed  to  popular 
ragCj  before  Affiftanuc  .was  obtained  through  fa 
tardy  a  mediu^v  O'ue  of  the  Middlefcx  ma,- 
giftrates  )v;as  .pallet  to  tlia  bar,  who  declared 
that  every  Sxertl^n  eould.  only  procure  the  at- 
tendance offjilx  cqnftables,  aiKl  that  no  civil 
force  coukl^udl  fo  large  and  tumultuous  a 
.mob.  A  Hjg^fti^n  of  the  propriety  of  calling 
in  the  fiiiPjtarjV^- ujjder  the  a.uthority  of  the  civil 
power,  \\'aj5.  reTillcd  by  lor^l  Shelburne,  who  de- 
clared, iliopgh  pijiiUer^^naight  beforid  of  fuch  a 
Tneafure,,it  J^oujkl'ne\'er  m«etwith  his  fand:ion. 
The  originfI|depate  was  interrupted;  and  the 
peers  feparjitely;  retired,  leaving,  at  laft,  lord 
Mansfiel^,  wqo  had  Ihewn,  throughout  the  day, 
the  utmoil  prefcnce  of  mind,  with  no  other 
protection  .than  the  oflicers  of  the  houfe  and  hig 
own  fcrvauts. 

Mea;^wijilk  tte  houfe  of  commons  exhi-  T^«pc^ 
Viled  a  fcenp  equally  difgraceful.     Many  of  tlie  fuklndhT- 
niem'b.cfs  were  no  lefs  ill-treated  than  the  lords,  twnmt  the 
The'rabtle  tOok  pofleflion  of  the  lobby,  making  J^j^f^J. 


the  houfe  refound  with  cries  of  *'  No  popery, 
andknockipg  violently  at  the  door:  and  when  it 
IS  cbnfiderecT how  powerful  they  then  were,  and 


was  attacked  on  an  untrue  and  wicked  fuggeftion,  that  he  was  a 
inenQber  of  the  ItomiPi  church.  Lord  Bofton  etfeAed  his  own  libe- 
jmtiott  I  the  biihop,  after  iuftaining  much  infult  and  violence,  wak 
rescued  by  a  young  law.  (ludent,  received  into  a  private  houfe,  and 
oooceaJed  In  the  attire  of  a  woman  from  the  populace,  *(who.rworc 
tbey  wouUi  cut  the  fign  of  the  crofs  on  his  forehead)  ;  fevoral  other 
peers  were  mal-treateU. 
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CHA P.   that  thcrfe  uras  no  refiftance,  it  is  not  eaiy  ttf 
J&xjcvui.  f^y  ^jj^^  prevented  them  ftbm  tulhing  in.    The 


i7^o*  motions  for  brining  up,  and  entering  into  the 
immediate  coniidei^tion  of  the  petition,  wer6 
made  by  lord  George  Gordon,  andfeconded 
by  alderman  Bull :  flie  former  was  granted  of 
Courfe,  the  latter  being  amended  by  a  delay  of 
four  days ;  the  houfc  divided,  and  onl^  nine 
members  were  found  fufficiently  flexible  to 
confent  to  a  deliberation,  under  the  influence 
of  an  outrageous  mob.*  During  the  debate 
preceding  the  divifion,  lord  George  Gordon 
frequently  went  into  the  lobby,  harangued  hia 
lioify  troop,  and  encouraged  them  to  perfever- 
ance,  by  exprefling  hopes  that  the  alarm  would 
compel  the  kin?  to  give  direAions  to  his  mi- 
liifters  for  granting  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
He  reprefented,  or,  to  fpeak  more  corredly, 
mifreprefcnted,  what  was  faid  by  the  members, 
which  being  obferved  by  colonel  Hplroyd,  he 
took  hold  of  lord  George  when  he  returned 
into  the  houfe,  and  faid,  "  He  had  heretofore 
imputed  his  condu9:>to  madnefs,  but  now  found 
there  was  more  of  malice  thaii  of  madnefs  in 
it,  and  if  he  repeated  fuch  proceedings  he 
fhould  immediately  move  for  his  commitment 
to  Newgate."  Lord  George,  with  great  mild- 
nefs  and  puritanical  cant,  ^'  lamented  that  a 
perfon  for  m- horn  he  had  fo  much  refoed,  fliould 
confider  him  in  that  lischt'*  He  defifted  from 
going  out  at  the  door,  but  afterwards  went  up 
ftairs,  and  fpoke  to  the  people  in  the  lobby  from 
a  kind  of  gallery.     General  Conway  intimated 


*  Their  utines  were,  lord  George  Gordon  ^d  alderman  BuH» 
tellers}  earl  Verney,  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerice,  Sir  Michael  |b 
Fleming,  Sir  James  Lowther,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  Mr.  Polhill,  and 
Mr*  Tdlemache.    On  the  other  fide  were  1 91* 

a  deter- 
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a  determination  to  refift  any  attempt  to  intrude   cri  A  P. 
into  the  lioufe ;  and  a  member  ^  declared,  that  ^^j^^^' 
on  the  buriting  in  of  the  firft  man  his  fword      ij%^. 
(hould   pafs    through    lord  George,   and  not 
through  the  rioter. 

The  houfe* continued  in.  thia  extraordinary 
ftateuntilaboutnineo'clock,  when  the  ferjeant  at 
arms  having  communicated  to  the  fpeakcr  that 
a  detachment  of  foldiers  was  drawn  up  in  the 
court  of  requcfts,  and  the  paflag^s  cleared,  the 
houfe   adjourned.     Mr.  Addington,  an   a6live 
Middlefex  magiftrate,  appearuig  with  a  party 
of  light  horfe,  prevailed  on  part  of  the  mob  to 
retire.     Parties  of  them,  however,  filed  off  in 
different  diredroi>s,  and  burnt  and  plundered  Chape(«l 
tlie  chapels  of  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  em-  «n>baik- 
baffadors ;  fome  were  apprelien^ecl,  and  commit-  bJ^^ 
ted  to  Newgate. 

The  early  part  of  iheenfuingday  e^^hibiting'  34  J""^ 
no  appearances  of  a  renewal  of  the  liiite  out-  ^1^!*^"'^ 
rages,  parliament  met  without  interruption. 
Lord  Bathui*ft  moved  an  addrefs  for  "  profecut- 
ing  the  authors,  abettors,  and  inftruments  of. 
yeiterday's  outrages  ;"  while  the  duke  of  Rich-^ 
mond  imputed  the  whole  blame  to  theminiftry, 
who,  although  timely  apprized  of  the  meeting, 
took  no  meafures  for  preventing  its  pernicious 
efteft^.  He  had  paffed  through  the  mob  in  bi» 
way  to  the  houfe  with  little  interruption ;  he 
beard  no  complaint  againft  any  law  but  the 
Quebec  a6t,  and  he  thought  thofe  complaints 
not  ill-founded.  Lord  Shelburne  drew  a  dif- 
tinflion  between  toleration  and  eftabliihmeut, 
intimating  that  more  than  toleration  had  been 
obtained  for  the  Catholics.  Lord  Batburft's 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  houfe  having 

to  be  colonel  Murray,  a  relation  of  lord  George  Gordon. 

profecuted 
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CHAP,  profectated)  without  interruption, a  long  debate 
^2^[™*  on  fome  difpatches  lately  received  from  admiral 

t7So.     Rodney,  adjourned  till  the  fixth. 
They  ve        Co  N  T  B A  K T,  ho wever,  to  all  cxpeflation,  the 
rcMTcd.    riots  were  renewed  in  the  evening;  a  party 
aflembled  in  Moorfields,  and  did  fome  milchi^ 
under  the  very  eye  of  Keimett,  the  lord  mayor, 
a  weak  and  ignorant  man,  totally  void  of  fpirit 
or  mental  refource,  who  might  with  the  flighted 
exertion  have  crulhed   the  tumult  in  its  in* 
fancv. ' 
4ibjunck        During  the  enfuing  day,  which  was  Sun- 
day, their  outrages  were  confined  to  Moorfields^ 
ana  its  vicinity ;  and  the  military,  though  called 
out,  were  not  permitted  to  fire.    The  real  da* 
mage  was  hitherto  lefs  confiderahle  than  the 
alarm,  and  government    laboured   under  the 
miflake  that  the  proceedings  of  the  rabble  por- 
tended nothing  lerious,  but  were  mere  irregu- 
larities. •* 
5tii.  Before  the  drawing-room  at  St.  Jlsimes's,  in 

council     compliment  to  his  majefty's  birth-day,  a  privy 
held.        council  was  held,  but  the  riots  yet  appeared  of 
fo  fmall  importance,  that  no  other  meafure  was 
Prociinu-  adopted,  but  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward 
of  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  difcovery  of 
Kott        thofe  who  M'ere  concerned  in  deftroying  the 
■^.        chapels  of  the  embafladors.     In  the  courfe  of 
"^'    this  day,  however,  the  riots  aflumed  a  more 
formidable  afpeft  ;  extending  beyond  the  cha- 
pels  of  the  obnoxious  perfuafion,  and  indicating 
a  wild,   ungovernable,   and  determined  fury. 
The  da^vn  was  ufliered  in  by  an  affault  on  Sir 
George  Savile's  houfe  in  Leicefter-fields ;  he 
had  moved  the  repeal  of  the  ftatute  of  William, 

t  See  Wilkes*8  fpcech  in  the  houie  of  commons,  loth  June  1 7S0. 
^  Such  was  the  opinion  exprefled  by  lordMimsfiieki  to  Mr.  StifdiiL 
Set  BofweU^s  life  of  Johnfon,  vol.  iii.  p*  457.  Sto*  edition. 

a  and 
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aiid  his  patriotic  exertions,  and  parliamentary  cttAP. 
renown,  could  not  avert  the  fury  of  the  mob,  ^^^^^* 
who  denioliihed  part  of  his  dwelling,  and  burnt     i7*». 
his  furniture  before  the  door*     Rainsforth  and 
Maberly,  two  refpedlable  men  of  bufinefs,  who 
had  made  themfelves  confpicuous  by  laudable 
exertions  in  apprehending  the  rioters,  were  for 
that  reafon  fingled  out  as  victims,  and  their 
houfes  defttoyed.     In  Wapping  and  Eaft  Smith- 
field,  Romiili  chapels  were  rafed,  and  the  wrecks 
being  brought  in  parade  before  lord  George 
Gordon's  houfe,  were  burnt  in  the  adjacent 
fields. 

This  mifchievous  fanatic  was  nOw  alarmed  1*cm)rof 
at  the  efFefts  of  his  own  imprudence,  and  put  Gordwi. 
.  forth  a  hand-bill,  in  the,  name  9f  the  Proteftant 
alTociatton,  difavowing  the  riots.     When  the  6th. 
houfe  met,  according  to  adjournment,  he  found 
feme  members  detennined  to  checlc  his  extra-* 
vagances^     Colonel  Herbert,  now  earl  of  Car- 
narvon, called  to  him  acrofs  the  houfe,  peremp- 
torily commanding  him  to  take  from  his  hat 
the  badge  of  fedition,  the  blue  cockade,  and 
threatening,  if  he  refufed,  to  do  it  himfelf :  lord  , 

George  tamely  obeyed,  and  put  the  cockade  in 
his  pocket.    Though  the  approaches  to  the  Adjoum* 
houfes  of  parliament  were  as,  before  obftru6led  parfumcnt* 
by  the   mob,  no  member  was  injured   in  his 
paflage,  but  lord  Sandwich,  who  was  wounded, 
and  his  carriage  deftroyed.   The  houfe  of  lords, 
without  attempting  any  difculfion,  adjourned 
to  the  nineteenth  ;  and  the  houfe  of  commons 
pafled  refolutions  vindicating  their  own  privi- 
leges,  and  an  addrefs  for  repairing  the  injuries  ^^ 
done  to  the  property  of  foreign  embaffadors, 
and  profecuting,  by  the  attorney  ^general,  thofc 
"irho  had  occafioned  or  abetted  the  difturbances. 
Some  members  of  oppoiition  feemed  fenfible 

VOI-.   HI.  V  of 
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o  H  A  P.  of  the  dreadful  emergency  to  which  the  country 
^^^^'  was  reduced,  and  dilpofed  to  ftrengthen  govern- 
1780.     ment.     Burke,  who  was  implicated  in  the  odi- 
um of  having  favoured  Roman  Catholics,  recom- 
mended unanimity  and  defenfive  alTociations ; 
and  Sir  George  Savile  thanked  the  miniftry  for 
the   afliftance    of  the  military    in  protecting 
his  dwelling ;  Fox,  however,  refufed  his  fup- 
port  to  government,  alleging  that  adminiftra- 
tion  had  diflfolved  every  bond  of  fociety,  and 
difgraced   all  who  a6led  with  them;  and  an 
intimation  that  it  would  be  proper  to  expel 
lord  George  Gordon,  was  receivea  with  marks 
of  difapprobation.     A  conccffion  was  made  to 
the  rabble,  which,  if  founded  in  prudence,  was 
deficient  in  dignity,  by  a  refolution^  "  That  as 
foon  as  the  tumults  fubfided,  the  houfe  would 
proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  petitions 
of  his  maiefty's  Proteftantfubjects." 
ftf"c?f  h       This  i^cond  colleSion  of  the  mob  gave  new 
rioter*.    ^  force  to  diforder,  as  the  former  (light  attempts 
to  reftrain  the  rioters,  only  ferved  to  make 
magiftracy  ridiculous,  and  impart  to  guilt  the 
hardihood  arifing  from  impunity.     While  the 
houfes  were  fitting,  the  minifter's  abode    in 
Downing-ftreet  was  attacked,  but  prote6ied  by 
the  military.     The  infurgcnts,  no  longer  unde- 
termined in  their  purj>ofe,  or  deficient  in  advifers^ 
^tb&7th.  ^ere  marihalled  in  bands,  and  fent  on  diflinS 
conflagra*  expeditions,  which  during  two  days  were  exe- 
tions.        cuted  with  rapidity  and  fuccefs,  fpreading  uni- 
verfal  alarm,  and  threatening  general  devafta- 
tion  :    religion  was  now   hardly  a  pretence, 
though  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  and 
its  vicinity  were  obliged,  as  a  proteftion  to  their 
property,  to  chalk  on  their  dwellings  the  word^ 
**  no  popery,"  and  to  pay  without  reiiilance  the 
irregular  contributions,  demanded  by  the  rioters, 
'^  which 


QtOkOE    m.  .491 

which  were  levied  accordiQe  to  their  caprice  chap. 
or  rapacity.  It  were  s^  vain  and  ufeleis  tafk  to  ^lij* 
purfue  methodically  the  train  of  wafte  and  ha-  *7«o* 
vock,  and  trace  the  mifchief  committed  by  this^ 
licentious  rabble  during  their  two  days  domi* 
nion,  with  any  affeftation  of  precifion.  The 
prilbnsof  Newgate  ^nd  Clerken well,  the  Comp- 
ters, the  Fleet,  the  King's  Bench,  and  the  Mar- 
fhaliea,  and  the  gaols  of  Southwark,  were 
emptied  of  their  felons  and  debtors,  and  de- 
ftroyed  or  greatly  damaged.  *  The  houfes  of 
Sir  John  Fielding,  Hyde,  and  Cox,  magif- 
trates  of  Middlefex,  were  plundered  and  burnt; 
the  dwelling  of  the  lord  chancellor  was  faved 
by  polling  a  few  foldiers  in  the  houfe;  but 
the  abode  of  lord  Mansfield  met  a  different 
fate ;  furniture,  books,  and  piftures.  and,  what 
was  a  ftill  more  irreparable  lofs,  his  manufcripts, 
formed  during  fo  long  and  a6live  ajurifpru- 
dential  and  political  life,  all  were  facriticed  to 
the  brute  rage  of  a  deteftable  rabble.  The 
venerable  chief  juftice  efcaped  by  a  back  way, 
and,  wrapt  in  a  cloak,  fafely  arrived  at  the 
door  of  a  friend,  requefting  admittance.  His 
wine  and  liquors  were  poured  out  in  profufion, 
and  probably  the  hope  of  fimilar  plunder,  more 
than  the  circumftance  of  their  being  Roman 
Catholics,  drew  the  attention  of  the  mob  to  two 
houfes  of  the  Langdales,  diftillers  in  Holborn, 
which  were  burnt,  M'ith  feveral  neighbouring 
buildings.  The  riotera  drank  at  the  fame  time 
fuch  quantities  of  fpirituous  liquors,  that  many 
M-ere  burnt  and  many  overwhelmed  in  ruins. 

A  RELUCTANCE,  rather  incxcufablc than  uu-  'Titnidity 
accountable,  had  enervated  the  arm  of  govern*  mcntr*^"" 

^  Tlie  flflault  of  Nevi^gate  without  arms,  was  the  moft  defperate 
Mtempt  that  coa)d  be  conceived.  A  building  Co  ftrong,  that  nad  k 
<Sozen  men  refilled,  it  ieemed  almoft  impomble  to  take  it  without 
stillery* 

u  tt  ment, 
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CHAP,  menti  and  prevented  the  due  employment  of 
xxxviiT.  tJie  military  during  the  progrefs  of  thefe  dif- 
i78<n  graceful  tranfaftions.  A  general  fupiqenefs 
feemed  to  pervade  every  department ;  no  fpe- 
cific  orders  were  iflued,  and  without  them  no 
magiihate  would  venture  to  exercife  the  au- 
thorities confided  to  him  hy  the  riot  aft.  The 
tranfaftions  of  1768,  when  a  Surrey  magiftrate 
was  tried  on  a  capital  indiftment  for  fuch  an 
exertion,  and  thole  who  obeyed  his  order  were 
profecuted  with  all  the  malignity  of  party, 
were  not  yet  forgotten,  nor  could  the  minifters 
difmifs  from  their  ears  thofe  fulminations  which 
had  fo  recently  founded  in  parliament,  yh^^ 
they  merely  appointed  a  military  gus^d,  at  a 
time  when  a  mob  was  brought  to  their  own 
doors,  during  the  difcuflion  of  the  popular 
petitions.  The  rage  of  oppofition,  and  vio- 
lence of  inveftive  which  had  prevailed  during 
the  whole  feffion,  and  the  many  attempts  which 
M'^ere  daily  making  to  render  the  people  aftive 
and  efficient  in  government,  account^  but  do 
not  apologize,  for  the  timidity  of  admini- 
ftration.^ 
7th.  In  this  emergency  a  privy  council  was  con-' 

Second       vened,  at  which  not  cabinet  miaifters  alone^, 

colScii.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^*  ^^^^^  defired  to  attend : 
the  king  himfelf  was  prefent: — irrefolutioa 
ftill  prevailed ;  nor  was  any  decifive  or  effec- 
tual meafure  fuggefted.  The  council  had  rifen, 
when  the  king  anxioufly  demanded,  if  no 
meafure  could  be  recommended.     The  attor-f 

^  Lord  Chatham,  for  the  prefervatioti  of  the  country*  commiMd 
two  a6l8,  which  he  confidered  illegal :  he  arrefted  a  Aifpicious  foreigner 
by  a  general  warrant,  and  be  laid  an  embargo  on  Ttflclt  laden  with 
corn  i  his  vindication  of  his  condufl  was  a  ieflbny  sm&  oogbt  to  be 
a  model  to  minifters  ;  «  I  knew  the  illegality/*  he  faid^  "  but  I  ex* 
crcifed  power  for  the  falvation  of  the  country,  at  the  rifque  of  ny 
life,  and  were  my  life  to  be  the  certain  forfeitj  I  would  again^  in 
fin^ar  circumftancesi  aft  the  fame  pasu^ 

«ey- 
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ney-general  anfwered  he  knew  but  of  one—  chap. 
that  of  declaring  the  tumults  rebellious,  and  ^^^^^^' 
authorizing  the  military  to  aft  where  neceffity      1780. 
required,  suthough  the  magiftrates  ihould  not 
attend.    The  king  defired  him  to  make  out 
the  order,  which  he  did  at  the  table  on  one 
knee,  and  a  proclamation  was  drawn  up,  and 
orders  froih  the  adjutant-general's  office  iffued 
accordingly.  *     It  was  confidently  pronounced 
that  this   order   would    immediately   put  an 
end  to  the  riots.    The  proclamation  did  not 
iflue  till  the  evening,  but  the  public  foon  ex- 
perienced its  goods  effefts.     Orders  had  been 
ient  in  various  direftions  for  troops  to  prote6t 
the  metropolis  ;   a  part  of  the  Northumber- 
land militia,  which  had  marched  twenty-five 
miles  during  the  day,  reached  Lincoln's  Inn  7th  Jnnu 
juft  as  it  became  night.     The  conflagrations 
at  Langdale's,  and  at  Holborn  Bridge,  were 
tremendous,  and  appeared  to  fpread  witn  alarm- 
ing rapidity."    A  detachment  went  immedi- 
ately, under  the  command  of  colonel  Holroyd, 
to  thofe  places,  and  were  the  firft  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  outrages  of  the  mob,  but  not  before  fe- 
veral  were  killed  in  the  a6l  of  breaking  into 
and  firing  the  houfes.*    The  guards  foon  dif- 
perfed  the  rioters  at  Blackfriars  bridge,  and 
feveral  were  pufhed  over  the  baluftrades  into 
the  Thames. 

1  Prooi  private  infbnnation.  See  tbe  proclamation  aad  ordersf  Aiir 
BoaiKegiAer,  1780.  p«  %6$f  &66» 

■  The  night  was  uncommonly  ferene  and  fine^  a  perfeft  calm, 
otbervtfe  the  conflagration  muft  we  fpread  over  the  clofe  parts  of 
iW  town,  efpecially  as  the  Bremen  were  fometimes  prevented  from 
working  their  engines,  and  ibmetimes  joined  in  the  pillage  them^ 
Jelves. 

*  It  was  iaid  there  had  been  little  combination  or  plan  in  the 
pmoeedings  of  the  mob,  yet  a  ftandard- bearer  on  horfebadc  in 
iheir  rear  was  (hot,  and  the  body  and  ftandard  conveyed  away  in 
a  backniey  coach }  and  another  ftandaid,  under  a  (mall  cfcort,  was, 
net  by  the  detachment  on  its  way  to  Holborn* 

U   3  ThK 
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CHAP.       The  refolution  to  ufe  force,  was  adopted 
jocxviii.  Q^]y  jj^  |.jjpg  ^Q  avert  national  ruin.    The  mob 

'  1780.  >  had  formed  the  defign  of  attacking  the  Bank, 
and  cutting  off  the  pipes  by  which  the  town 
is  fupphed  with  water,  but,  fortunately,  too 
Thcriotf  late  tor  execution.  The  military  took  poflef- 
quelled,  fion  of  cvcry  avenue  to  the  Bank,  which  was 
alfo  barricaaed  and  ftrongly  guarded ;  the  po- 
pulace made  two  attempts  in  different  quar- 
ters, but  were  eafily  repulfed,  and  could  not  be 
rallied:  feeble  and  hefitative  iliouts  fubfided 
into  difiant  murmurs ;  and  after  a  iliort  fpace 
into  total  filence.  The  regular  firing  of  the 
foldiery  produced  a  tremendous  eflfeft,  and 
the  mob,  attentive  to  their  oM^n  fafety,  and  em- 
ployed in  removing  their  wounded  aifociates, 
fled,  regardlefs  of.  the  orders  of  their  leaders. 
Similar  fuccefs  attended  fimilar  exertions  in 
other  quarters ;  and  thofe  who  at  night  had 
been  terrified  by  the  fliouts  of  an  unnumbered 
populace,  and  diftrafted  with  the  portentous 
^leam  of  fix-and-thirty  feparate  conflagrations, 
law  in  the  morning  no  veftiges  of  alarm,  but 
fmoking  ruins,  marks  of  fliot,  and  traces  of 
blood,  defignating'the  route  of  the  wounded 
jfugitives.  "* 
tth.  The  houfe  of  commons  met  the  next  day, 

Rcftora-     but  declined  proceeding  to  bufinefs,  under  the 

tion  of  1^  CD  ' 

tranquil- 

]jty,  ^  The  return  made  to  Lord  Amberft  on  the  occafion  was, 

ICilled— By  afTocIation  troops  and  guards       109 

By  light  horfe        -       -       -      -     xoi 

Died  in  hofpitals  •      ..      .       75 

Vnder  cure  in  hofpitali  '    •      -      •     17) 

45» 


This  account  is  undoubtedly  defe A  ive,  as  manv  dead  and  wounded 
were  remoyed  by  their  friends  \  and  it  is  impoffiole  to  calculate  bow 
many  wer^  fuffopit^d  with  fpirituous  liquors,  and  fmothered  in 
ruins. 

potior 
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notion  that  the  metropolis  was  fubjeded  to  chap. 
martial  law,  and  therefore  adjourned  to  the  ^22^1^^' 
day  appointed  by  the  upper  houfe.     The  im-     '780. 
preffion  which  this  fuppofition  was  calculated 
to  produce,  was  removed  by  the  publication  of 
a  hand-bill,  exprefsly  denying  it :  buflnefs  foon 
fell  into  its  accuftomed  courfe ;  the  courts  of 
law,  which,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  term  had 
been  opened  merely  pro  formA,  now  refumed 
their  fittings,   and  alarm  foon  foftened   into 
mere  meafures  of   caution,   and  preparations 
for  defence  againft  the  repetition  of  outrages. 
The  foldiers   ordered  from  the  country,    ef- 
fefted  their  march  with  zealous  precipitation ; 
the  inhabitants  of  every  place  at  which  they 
halted,  teftified,  by  hofpitable  folicitude,  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  their  fervices :  they 
were  difpofed  in  camps  in  the  parks,   in  the 
Mufeum  gardens,  and  Lincoln's  Inii  gardens. 
Volunteer  affociations  for  the  prote61:ion  of  li- 
berty and  property  were  formed,  and  fupported 
with  great  fpirit ;  and  the  temporary  aofence 
of  government  and  fecurity,  feemed  to  en- 
hance their  value,  and  infpire  unufual  ?eal  for 
their  prefervation. 

On  the  fecond  day  after  thefe  outrageous  ^th. 
tranfa6lions,  government  exerted  its  energy ;  Jf«i 
lord  George  Gordon  Avas  apprehended  by  vir-  Gordon 
tue  of  an  order  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  committed 
committed  to  the  Tower,  on  a  charge  of  high  trea-  ^wcr. 
fon.    In  his  examination  before  the  privy  coun- 
cil, he  fliewed  great  feeblenefs,  and  feemed  fur- 
prifed  at  the  refults  of  his  own  folly.  He  was  ef- 
corted  to  his  place  of  confinement  by  a  nume- 
rous guard  ;  but  his  difcomfited  adherents  were 
mtent  on  concealment  from  the  purfuit  of  of- 
fended jullice,  and  too  fenfible  of  their  own 
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weaknefs  to  attempt  any  hazardous  enterprke 
for  his  refcue.  ^ 

Wilkes,  whofe  name  is  fo  infeparably  con- 
nefted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  reign  as  to  ren-* 
der  his  condu6l,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  worthy  of 
regard,  behaved,  during  thefe  tranfadtions,  with 
the  intrepidity  and  judgment  becoming  a  ma-^ 
giftrate  of  the  metropolis.  At  the  height  of 
the  tumults,  the  publiiher  of  a  feditious  peri- 
odical work,  advertifed  a  new  paper,  recom-* 
mending  the  people  to  "  perftvere  in  riefifting 
the  infernal  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  defigned 
to  overturn  the  religion  and  civil  liberties  of 
the  country,  and  introduce  popery  and  flavery." 
Wilkes  .caufed  this  mifcreant  to  be  appre- 
hended,  and  aflifted  the  military  in  refilling  th? 
inroads  of  lawlefs  violenqe. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  parliament,  the 
king,  in  a  fliort  fpeech  from  the  throne,  reca- 
pitulated the  meafures  he  had  adopted,  and 
lubmitted  to  each  houfe,  copies  of  the  procla- 
mations. AH  parties  concurred  in  approving 
his  majefty's  conduft ;  the  only  differences  in 
opinion  arofe  from  the  refle6lions  on  the  mi- 
niftry, for  not  fooner  protefting  the  metropo»- 
lis  by  the  armed  force,  and  a  difcuifion  on 
the  legality  of  military  interference.  This 
important  topic  was  accurately  and  defini- 
tively illuftrated  by  lord  Mansfield  ;  and  hi§ 
opinion  has  ever  fince  been  regarded  as  confli- 
tutional  law.     He  difembarraffed  the  queflioQ 

P  For  this  account,  beHJes  the  periodicul  publications,  in  many 
of  which  the  fa6l»  are  very  accurately  narrated;  I  have  confalted 
Fanaticifm  and  Treafon ;  ConHderations  on  the  Late  Difturbsmces, 
by  a  Confident  Whig ;  the  State  and  Behaviour  of  the  Engliih  Ca- 
tholics i  and  fevcral  other  pamphlets  $  the  Trial  of  Lord  George 
Gordon,  and  the  trials  of  the  difierem  rioters  ^  and  have  received 
^oQ(^iderable  private  information. 

from 
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from  all  doubts  relative  to  conftruftive  treafon/  CH  ap, 
by  proving  that  the  late  riots  amounted  to  di*  ^^^^ 
red  overt  ads  of  high  treafon.     But  befides     lya©. 
thefe,  the  infurgents  were  guilty  of  felony,  by 
burning    private   property,    demoliihing   and 
robbing  private  houfes,-and  other  afts  of  uu- 
difguifed  violence.     This  was  the  true  ground 
of  the  proclamation  for  calling  out  the  mili- 
tary.    Every  man  might,  and,  if  required  by 
a  magiftrate,  muft  interfere  to  fupprefs  a  riot ; 
much  more  to  prevent  ads  of  felony,  treafon, 
and  rebellion.     What  an,individual  might  do, 
was  lawful  to  any  number  of  perfons  aflembled 
for  a  lawful  purpofe :  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
prove  that  magiftrates  might  legally  a6l  in  a 
manner  not  forbidden  to  other  Jubjeds ;  con- 
ftables  were  particularly  charged  to  apprehend 
perfons  engaged  in  breaches  of  the  peace,  fe- 
lony, or  treafon,  and  in  cafe  of  refiftance,  to 
attack,  wound,  and  even  kill  thofe  who  con^ 
tinned  to  refift.    A  private  man  feeing  another 
commit  an  unlawful  ad  might  apprehend  the 
offender,  and  by  force  compel  fubmiflion,  not 
to  the  affailant  but  to  the  law,  and  fo  might 
any  number  of  men  aflembled  or  called  toge- 
ther  for  the  purpofe.     This  dodrine  the  chief 
juftice  ftated  to  be  clear  and  indifputable,  with 
all  the  poffible  confequences  which  might  flow 
from  it,  and  the  true  foundation  for  calling  iu 
the  military  to  allifl  in  quelling  the  late  riots. 
The  perfons  who  fo  affifted  were,  in  the  con- 
templation of  law,  mere  private   individuals 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  the 
wearing  of  a  red  coat  did  not  make  a  man  lefs 
liable  to  be  called  on  for  his  afliftance  than  any 
other  perfon.    If  a  military  man  exceeded  the 
powers  with  which  he  was  invefted,  he  muft 
Re  tfieci  and  punifhed,  not  by  the  maitiai  code, 
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CHAP.    ^"*  ^y  *^^  common  and  ftatute  laws  of  the 
xxxvin.  realm.    Confequcntly,  the  idea  that  the  metro- 
"^^  polls  was  under  martial  law,  and  that  the  mi- 
litary had  more  power  fnice  the  riots  than  they 
had  before,  was  an  idle  and  ill-founded  appre- 
henfion. 

The  fentiments  of  lord  Mansfield,  on  fo  im- 
portant a  topic,  claimed  the  utmolt  attention, 
and  the  conlidcration  of  his  years  and  fuf- 
ferings  in  the  late  unhappy  tunmlts,  added  to 
the  intereft  M'ith  \vnich  he  was  regarded.  In 
prefacing  his  opinion,  h^  avowed  that  he  had 
formed  it  without  having  recourfe  to  books, 
adding  the  pathetic  exclamation,  indeed  I 
have  no  books  to  confult :  all  his  auditors  feem- 
ed  impreflTed  with  the  fincereft  fympathy,  and 
to  deplore  the  lofs  he  had  fufiained  as  a  na- 
tional misfortune  and  difgiace. 
City  pc.  NoTWiTHSTANDi NO  the  prevailing  indigna- 
tition  a-  lion  againft  the  late  difgraceful  excefles,  fome 
Catholics,  individuals  in  the  houfe  of  commons  pleaded  the 
caufe  of  the  affociators.  Alderman  Sawbridge 
brought  up  a  petition  from  the  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city,  which  Wilkes  reprobated,  as 
obtained  during  the  height  of  the  difturbancea 
(7th  June)  and  by  furprife,  when  moft  of  the 
members  had  departed,  in  the  belief  that  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day  was  over.  He  reproached 
the  lord  mayor  and  alderman  Bull  for  fupine* 
nefe  and  fa6tioufnefs  :  had  the  chief  magifirate 
taken  proper  care  of  the  city,  he  faid,  the  tu- 
mults would  have  been  fuppreffed  in  their  ori- 
gin**; and  Bull  had  countenanced  the  infur- 
gents,  by  permitting  the  conftables  of  his  ward 
to  vear  the  enfigu  of  fedition  in  their  hats; 
and  by  appearing  publicly,  arm-in*ann  with 
the  great  inftigator  of  the  riots. 

■    9  The  lord  Mayor  was  profccutcd  by  the  attomey-genenl  for  lut 
jlCj^ligeoce,  and  convicted, 

Th5 
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Th£  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  cominittee  chap. 
for  confidering  the  petitions  againil  the  tole-  ^2^^^'* 
rating  law,  which  were  principally  enforced  by     1780. 
alderman  Bull  and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey.    Burke  ^gg 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  in  favour  of  toleration, 
avowing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  firmed  attach- 
ment to  the  doftrines  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land; and  on  his  motion,  the  houfe  adopted 
five  refolutions,  expreffive  of  their  fatisfadion 
in  the  law  as  it  exifted  ;  and  their  abhorrence 
of  the  late  tumults,  as  well  as  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  which  had  given  birth  to  them. 

As  in  thefe  debates  fome  apprehenfions  M'ere  sm  for 
expreffed  relative  to  the  influence  which  Ca-  C^^tf".^'"^ 
tholics  might  acquire  by  being  intrufted  with  Comtcach- 
the  authorities  of  tuition,  Sir  George  Savile  »"g  youib* 
brought  in  a  bill  for  depriving  them  of  the 
right  of  keeping  fchools,  or  receiving  youth 
to  board  in  tneir  houfes  :    it  pafled  the  com-  Rejc^W. 
mons,  but  was  loft  in  the  lords. 

Thk  king  terminated  the  feffion  with  a  judi-  gth  July, 
cious  fpeech,  in  the  conclufion  of  which  he  f^  ^  ^ 
recommended  to  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  ^  ^^ 
commons  to  affift,  by  their  influence  and  au- 
thority in  their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had  by 
their  unanimous  fupport  in  parliament,  in 
guarding  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  from  fur- 
tJier  difturbances,  and  M'atching  over  the  pre- 
fervation  of  public  fafety.  "  Make  my  people 
fenfible,''  he  faid,  "  of  the  happinefs  they  en- 
joy, and  the  diftinguiflied  advantages  they  de- 
rive, from  our  excellent  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate.  Warn  them  of  the  hazard  of  innova-^ 
tion;  point  out  to  them  the  fatal  confequences 
of  fuch  commotions  as  have  lately  been  ex- 
cited ;  and  let  it  be  your  care  to  imprefs  on 
their  minds  this  important  truth ;  that  rebel- 
lious infurreflions  to  refift  or  reform  the  laws, 

muft 
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CHAP,  niuft  end  either  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  per- 
XXXVIII.  fons  who  make  the  attempt,  or  in  the  fubver* 
Y-g^   fion  of  our  free  and  happy  conftitution." 
Pbiiticai         Th  e  late  tremendous  nurricane  had  confider- 
^^  ®f     able  effeft  in  clearing  the  political  atmofphere : 
"^        the  public  opened  their  eyes  to  the  horror* 
arifing  from  popular  aflbciations  to  awe,  con- 
troul,  or  regulate  the  proceedings  of  govern- 
ment, and  became  fenfible  that,  however  in- 
nocent or  even  laudable  fuch  efforts  might  be 
in  their  origin,  the  example  was  eafily  capable 
of  being  perverted ;   and  unlimited  miichief 
might  arite  from   the  perverfenefs  or  igno- 
rance of  a  rafli  individual,  giving  impulfe  to 
fo  vaft    a  machine   as    the   populace*       Fa- 
vourable intelligence  refpeSing  the  war  con- 
tributed to  the  public  fatisfaftion ;    and  the 
perfonal  rancour  which  had  fo  long  difgraced 
political  contention,   was  in  a  great  degree 
tempered  by  a  better  knowledge,  which  the 
leaders  df  different  parties  acquired  of  the  real 
fentiments  by  which  their  opponents  were  ac- 
tuated.     The  meeting  of  the  privy  council, 
at  M'hich  fo  many  members  of  oppofition  at- 
tended, produced  conferences,  and  a  fort  of  in- 
tercourfe  between  the  two  parties,  which  had 
been  fufpended    during    fo    many  important 
years ;  the  miniftry  learned  that  the  eftabli/h- 
ment  of  a  republican  fjftem  of  government, 
formed  no  part  of  the  fcheme  of  their  adverfa- 
Ties;  and  the  oppofition  difcovered  that,  far 
from  defiring  to  ereft  defpotic  power  on  the 
ruins  of  the  conftitution,    the   miniftry  were 
merely  folicitoos  to  fuftain  what  they  confi* 
dered  juft  and  neceffary  rights,  and  to  fuppott 
what  they  deemed  legal  authorities  of  govern- 
xnent.     The  mutual  benevolence   thus  intro-^ 
duced  into  the  minds  of  many  leading  cha^ 

ra^ers^ 
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nSttTSj  though  not  immediately  operative,  was,  chap. 
aflenvards,  produftive  of  the  moft  important  xxxvin* 
confequences.  "^soT' 

The  rioters  in  London  and  Middlefex  were  ««thjunc* 
arraigned  at  the  Old  Bailey.  A  fpecial  com-  Trial* «f 
miffion  was  iflued  for  trying  thofe  in  Surrey,  crt."**^ 
The  long  depending  arrangements  with  Sir  loibjuly, 
William  De  Grey  being  completed,  Wedder- 
hurne  took  his  feat  as  chief  juilice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  being  at  the  fame  time  raifed 
to  the  peerage,  by  the  title  of  lord  Lough- 
borough. He  was  the  principal  commiffioner, 
and  delivered  a  judicious,  eloquent,  and  im-^ 
preffive,  charge.  No  harfh  or  intemperate  zeal, 
for  vengeance  aftuated  the  judges  or  influ- 
enced the  juries  at  either  place :  although  thef(j 
juries  were  compofed  of  men  whofe  properties 
were  affected  by  the  fines  levied  on  the  coun- 
ties for  reparation  of  damages,  their  proceed- 
ings charafterized  the  humanity  of  Britifh  ju- 
rilprudence;  no  man  was  convided  but  on 
the  fuUeft  teftimony ;  no  plea  of  extenuation 
or  recommendatory  circuniftance  was  difre- 
garded ;.  and,  confidering  the  extent  and  du- 
ration of  the  riots,  the  multitude  of  perfoas 
engaged,  and  the  rewards  for  giving  evidence, 
the  number  of  conviftions  was  remarkably 
fmall :  few  parallels  can  be  found  of  national 
indignation  fo  juftly  excited,  and  fo  eafily  ap- 
peafed. '  The  iheriffs  and  other  jailors  were 
indemnified  by  parliament  againft  any  adions 
which  might  be  brought  for  the  efcape  of  pri- 
foners;  and  the  benefits  of  an  ad  of « in- 
solvency were  extended   to  thofe  who,  after 

'  At  the  Old  Bailey  85  were  tried ;  of  whom  35  were  capit^lTy 
conviAedy  7  convicted  of  Tingle  felony,  and  43  acquitted.  In  Surrey 
50  were  tried,  of  whom  24.  were  capitally  aon? i^edy  and  %6  ac« 
quitted. 

being 
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CHAP,  being  fet  free  by  the  mob,  voluntarily  fuiren- 
xxxvni.  jered. 

i7«o-         Lord  George  Gordon  was  at  firft  totally 
WdGwge  difregarded  in  his  confinement ;  he  complained 
G€rdon.     of  being  prevented  from  feeing  his  friends,  but 
had  the  mortification  to  hear  that  no  friends; 
had  inquired  for  him.     He  afterwards  ineffec- 
tually petitioned  the  houfe  of  commons  to  ob- 
jan.  x7«i.  tain  his  difcharge.     He  was  tried  for  high  trea- 
fon»  but,  though  fome  doubts  prevailed  as  to 
the  extent  of  his.  criminality,  he  owed  his 
acquittal  principally  to  the  extraordinary  zeal 
and  talents  of  his  counfel,  Mr,  Kenyon  and  Mr. 
Erfkine.      The  focieties  of  Glafgow  entered 
into  a  fubfcription,  and  remitted  four  hundred 
and  eighty-five  pounds  for  his  fupport.     He 
afterwards  fell  rapidly  into  general  difregard, 
though  he  made  fome  defperate  attempts  to 
attrad  notice,  by  attending  at  Saint  James's 
to  offer  the  declarations  and  refolutions  of  his 
aifociated  rabble  to  the  king,  and  by  publifhing 
a  letter  on  the  fubjeQ;  of  his  reception.  • 
xft  Sept.         Ix  the  autumn,  parliament  was  fuddenly  dif- 
D'ff  1^-     f^^v^d  J  *^^  eleftions  in  fome  places  were  con- 
of  jSirliat"  du6i:ed  with  great  fpirit;  in  others  with  re- 
mcflt.        markable  languor.     Fox,  after  a  long  conteft 
with  lord  Lincoln,  was  returned  for  Wefhnin- 
fter :  Burke  was  reje6led  at  Briftol  having  loft 
many  friends  there  in  confequence  of  the  part 
he  had  aded  in  fupporting  the  trade  of  Ireland 
in  oppofition  to  the  inftru6iions  of  his  conftitu- 
ents,  which  he  wifely  and  magnanimoufly  dif- 
regarded  :  Malton,  which  he  had  formerly  re- 
prefented,  again  returned  him,  and  the  humble 
borough  gained,  by  fuch  a  rcprefentative,  an 
honour  which  that  great  commercial  city  might 
reafonably  envy* 

•  See  Remembrancer,  vol.  xii.  p.  t^i* 
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CHAPTER     THE     THIRTY-NINTH: 

17  80. 

Rodney  difpatched  to  relieve  Gibraltar.  —  Cap^ 
tares  a  SpanijJi  fleet —  Defeats  Langara,  — 
Siege  and  capture  of  Charlefloicn  in  South 
Carolina. —  Clintons  addrefs  —  and  procla- 
mations.— Forniatio7iof  military  force. — Ex- 
peditions againfl  the  Americans.  —  Burford 
defeated  by  Tarleton.  —  Clinton  quits  Caro^ 
Una.  —  Proceedings  of  hrd  CornwalUs.  — 
Exertions  of  the  Americans.  — Treachery  in 
South  Carolina.  — Gates  commands  theAme-^ 
ricans.  —  Battle  of  Camden.  —  Tarleton  de- 
feats Sumter.  — Severities  of  lord  CornwalUs. 
—  Colonel  Fergufon  routed  and  killed.  — 
EffeQ  of  this  difajier. — End  of  the  campaign 
in  Carolina.  —  TranfaQions  at  New  York. — 
Incurflon  into  the  Jerfeys.  —  Attack  on 
Bergen  Point. — Arrival  of  reinforcements 
from  France.  —  IneffeBual  attempt  on  Rhode 
IJland.  —  Arrival  of  Rodney  in  the  JVeJi 
Indies.  —  IneffeBual  efforts  andfkirmijkes. 
' —  Arrival  of  a  Spanijh  fleet.  —  iJe  Guichen 
returns  to  Europe — Rodney  to  America.  — 
Difappointment  of  the  Americans  on  the  ab- 
fence  of  De  Guichen.  —  Defection  of  Ar- 
nold. —  Fate  of  major  Andri.  —  Arnolds 
proclamations.  —  Burgoyne's  army  at  length 
exchanged"^  Naval  tranfactions  in  Europe. 
— Capture  of  the  Britifli  Eafl  and  JVefl 
India  fleets.  —  Quebec  fleet  taken  by  the 
Americans. 

f>  I BRALTAR  being  reduced  to  the  utmoft  dif-  xxxix. 
trefs  for  want  of  provifions ;  admiral  Rodney    ^— v-*^ 
was   entrufted  with  the  command  of  a  fqua-  J^tchcd 
dron  deftincd  for  its  relief.    The  judgment  and  to  relieve 

fccrefv  ^'^^^^^ 
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CHAP,   fecrefy  of  this  expedition  deceived  the  Bourboll 
XXXIX.   courts  :  they  could  not  imagine  that  fo  ftrong 
^T^^T^  a  force,  comprifing  a  part  of  the  channel  fleet, 
would  be  employed  to  convoy  the  tranfports  to 
the  Straits,  but  conceiving  the  admiral  would 
feparate  from  them  in  a  certain  latitude,  felefted 
eleven  men  of  war  and  two  frigates  from  the 
grand  fleet  of  Spain,  with  which  Don  Juan  de 
Langara  proceeded,  to  intercept  the  fupply. 
ftfijan.  Rodney  had  the  good  fortune,  foon  after 

Captures  a  j^jg  departure,  to  take  fifteen  fail  of  Spanifli 
£^*  merchantmen,  with  valuable  cargoes,  a  new  man 
»6th.  of  war  of  fixty^four  guns,  four  frigates,  and  two 

]^fcatf       fmaller  armed  veflels.     He  afterwards  encoun- 
°^"**     tered  Langara  off  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  and  after 
a  gallant  aftion,  maintained  during  great  part 
of  the  night,  captured  the  admiral  in  the  Phoe- 
nix of  eighty  guns,  and  three  other  men  of 
war.  Two  more  had  ftruck,  but  were  driven  on 
fhore  by  tempefluous  weather,  and  one  was  loft; 
the  San  Domingo  blew  up  early  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  every  man  on  board  periftied.     Rod- 
ney failed  triumphantly  to  Gibraltar,  and  after 
landing  his  ftores,  and  affording  fome  relief  ta 
IMinorca,  failed,  agreeably  to  his  original  dcfti- 
»3d  Feb.     nation,  for  the  Weft  Indies.     Admiral  Digby, 
French^**  returning  to  England  with  the  Spanifli  prizes, 
frips.         tranfports,  and  the  fliips  belonging  to  the  ehan-*, 
nel  fleet,  took  the  Proth6e,  a  French  fixty-four, 
and  two  veflels  laden  with  military  ftores,  being 
part  of  a  convoy,  the  reft  of  which  efcaped. 
*9^  ^«^-    Rodney  obtained  the  thanks  of  both  houfes  of 
March.       parliament,  and  was  complimented  with  tlie 
^th  and      freedom  of  the  cities  of  London  and  £dia-« 
15th  Mar.    burgh. 

y6thDcc.  When  the  failure  of  the  attack  on  Savan- 

1779-  nalv  and  the  departure  of  tlie  French  fleet,  re- 

cipffir^of  ^^^^^  the  impediments  to  a  long  projefted  ope- 

djaricf.  ration, 

town. 
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Ation,  Sir  HeYiry  Clinton  failed  from  Satidjr  chaf. 
Hook,  to  attack  Charleftown  in  South  Carolina, 
with  a  force  of  about  five  thoufand  men,  con^ 
voyed  by  admiral  Arbuthnot,  leaving  lieute- 
nant-general Knyphaufen  to  defend  New  York. 
The  voyage  was  i>cculiarly  inaufpicious;  the 
tranfports  were  fcattered  by  a  ftorm ;  fome  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  others  were  loft  j 
one  veflel,  containing  the  heavy  ordnance,  foun^ 
dered  ;  all  the  cavalry,  and  moft  of  the  artillery 
horfes  perifhed,  and  a  paffage,  which,  in  fair 
weather,  might  have  been  completed  in  ten 
days,  was  protrafted  to  feven  weeks.  The  ge- 
neral, at  one  period,  defpairing  of  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  his  original  deftination,  projected 
an  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  a  view 
to  folicit  the  fanelion  of  general  Vanghan,  who 
held  the  principal  command  on  that  ftation, 
in  an  attack  on  Porto  Rico.  A  favourable 
change  in  the  wind,  however,  enabled  him  to 
reach  Charleftown,  which  he  inverted  immedi- 
ately on  his  landing. 

The  Americans,  in  confternation,  adjourned  uAF^ih 
the  affembly  of  the  province,  and  entrufted 
their  governor  John  Rutledge,  with  all  powers 
except  piivation  of  life.  Tlie  alarm,  how- 
ever, was  fo  great  that  two  proclamations 
for  the  militia,  and  all  men  of  property,  to  join  . 
the  army,  produced  littte  cffie6l.  An  attempt 
fo  negotiate  with  the  Spanilh  governor  of  Ha- 
vannah  tot  auxiliary  fhips  and  trooj^s  was  alfo 
unfuccefsfttl ;  but  by  the  affiftance-  o^  French 
engineers,  the  works  of  defence  wene  ftrength- 
ened  at^dextehded,  ftrong  abbatis,  deep  holes 
dug^  at  fmall  diftances,  and  a  wet  ditch  raked 
by  redoubts,  and;  protefted  by  a  ftrong  citadel, 
mountit^  eighty  pieces  c(  cannon,  guarded 
the  town  on  every  fid6  which  was  ^onfiderei 

TQL.  Ill-  -"^  aliailable. 
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CHAP,   affailable.    The  entrance  of  the  harbour  was 

XXXIX.    impecled  by  the  bar,  and  fecured  by  a  fquadron 

^8^  '  of  nine  fail,  under  commodore  Whipple,  occu- 
pying a  ftation  called  Five-fiithom-hole.  Fort 
Moultrie  and  SuUiv^an's  Idand  were  alfo  im- 
proved with  new  works.  Lincoln,  the  Ameri- 
can general,  plachig  the  whole  chance  of  pro- 
te6ting  the  province  on  the  fate  of  the  city, 
ihut  himfelf  up  in  it  with  feven  thoufand  men^ 
rcfolved  to  refift  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Clinton,  with  a  due  yegard  to  the  lives 
committed  to  his  protection,  made  methodical 
approaches ;  the  harbour  was  blockaded  by  the 
fleet,  and  the  troops  flowly  advancing,  and  con- 
ftantly  eftablifliing  or  fortifying  potts  to  main- 
tain communication  with  the  fea,  croffed  Afli- 

ift  April,  ley  river,  and  broke  ground  before  Charleftown, 
at  the  diftance  of  eight  hundred  yards  from  the 
works. 

aothMar.      .Arbuthnot  had  already  paffed  the  bar,  un-. 
oppgfed.by  Wliipple,  who  retired  to  Charlef- 
town, after  having  funk  eleven  veffcls  of  differ- 
i^..        ent  defcriptions,  acrols  the  mouth  of  Cooper 

9th  April,  river.  The  admiral,  however,  with  the  firft 
fair  wind,  pafled  Fort  Moultrie  without  flop- 
ping to  engage^  and  anchored  near  Fort  Johu- 
ftone. 

loth April,  A  RESOLUTE  Tcfufal  being  returned  to  a 
fummons  to  furrender,  batteries  were  opened 
on  the  town,  and  as  the  advance  of  Arbuthnot 
obviated  the  necelfity  of  maintaining  a  com- 
munication with  the  fea,  Clinton  was  enabled 
to  difpatch  ftrong  bodies,  under  colonels  Tarle- 
ton  and  Webfter,  to  cut  off  the  intercourfe  of 

Htb.         the  garrifon  with  the  coimtry.     Tarleton,  with 

no  lefs  judgment  than  a^livity,  furprifed  the 

American  forcq  at  Monk's  Corner,  routed  them 

with  the  lofs  of  all  tl^eir  ftpres,.camp-equipage> 

baggage, 
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baggage,  and  four  hundred  horfes,  with  their  ^^j^* 
arms  and  accoutrements ;  an  acqujfition  of  the   v^^^; 
greateft  importance  to  the  Britilh  army,  while     •^^^^ 
the  conqueft  fecured  the  paflage  of  Cooper 
river.     Clinton  was  afterwards  enabled  by  tlie 
arrival  of  a  reinforcement  from  New  York,  to 
fend  another  detachment  acrofs  Cooper  river, 
and   lord  Cornwallis  commanded  the    whole 
force. 

TARLETON'senterprife,  joined  with  the  judi- 
cious meafures  of  Clinton,  and  the  able  move- 
ments of  MoncriefF,  chief  officer  of  the  engi- 
neers, prevented  all  communication,  and  cut  off 
from  the  garrifon  all  hopes  of  retreat  into  the 
country.  The  approaches  were  carried  on  with 
vigour,  the  canal  was  gained  by  fuiprif^^  and 
the  works  advanced  to  the  verge  of  the  ditch^ 
a  itorm  appeared  inevitable,  and  the  Britifh  flag 
was  already  flying  on  Fort  Moultrie.  Thein-»  ' 
habitants  now  petitioned  Lincoln  to  accept 
terms  of  capitulation,  which  he  had  formerly 
refufed,  and  a  council  of  war  concurring  in  the  J»th  May. 
meafure^  the  furrender  was  figned,  and  the  Bri- 
tifli  commander  took  pofleffion  of  the  town. 
The  Americans  were  allowed  fome  of  the  ho- 
Bours  of  war,  but  tlie  terms  of  the  capitulation 
were,  on  the  whole,  fufficiently  mortifying. 
The  prifoners  amounted  to  near  feven  thoufana ;  ' 

including  the  governor,  council,  military,  mi-» 
litia,  and  about  a  thoufand  American  and  French 
ieamen.  The  whole  naval  force  was  taken  or 
Ueftroyed,  witli  four  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ftores.  The 
cautious  proceedings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  are 
entitled  to  the  higbefl  praife^  as  they  enabled 
Lincoluto  collet  all  his  force  wilditn  the  town, 
no  part  of  which  could  afterwards  efcape.  The 
BritifliofficerSy  in  general,  wefe  highly  eic tolled, 
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c  H  AP*  and  ti one  more  than  major  MoncriefF,  who,  iii 
XXXIX.  the defence  of  Savannah  and  this  attack,  Ihewed 
the  utraolt  perfeftion  in  the  faience  of  an  engi- 
neer, and  captain  Elpliinftoiie  of  the  navy, 
who  commanded  a  divilion  of  the  fleet,  and  by 
his  judicions  arrangements  fecured  the  paifage 
of  the  rivers  Afliley  and  Cooper.     IntelHgence 
of  this  important  event,  by  far  the  moft.  bril- 
liant of  the  American  war,  >vas  received  in 
England,  juft  at  the  clofe  of  lord  George  Gor- 
don's riot,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the  re- 
Iboration  of  calm  and  happinefs  at  that  critical 
moment. 

'    Nor  was  the  alarm  of  the  Americans  inferior 
to  tlie  joy  of  the  vigors;   their  caufe  feemed 
abandoned  by  their  new  allies,  and  they  de- 
fpaired  of  being  able  to  retain  the  rich  and 
fertile  Southern  Provinces;*     The  judicious 
meafures   of   Sir    Henry   Clinton    were    well 
adapted  to  prodiice  this  efFe^  and  bring  back 
to  loyalty  thole  important  colonies. .  In  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants,  he  itated,  that  in 
confideration  of  the  loyal  blood  fpilt  in  former 
well-intended,  but  ill-timed  eiForts  to  affift  the 
king's  troops,  he  had  hitlierto  abflained  from 
exciting  the  iniiabitants  to  axm9.     The  tima 
was  now  arrived  when  every  individual  niigbt, 
without  apprehenfion,  declai*e  his  fentiments ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  to  aifiil  in 
reftoring  peace  and  good  government. ..  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  call  for  unneceflary  exer- 
tions ;  but  it  would  be  requifite  for  thofe  who 
had  families,  to  form  a  militia,  under  otficers 
of  their  own  chufing,  for  the  maintenance  of 
peace  and  good  order ;    while  thofe  who  had 
no  families  &auld  embody  for   fix   xDonths» 

^  See  the  Cjriiii^.Mo.  ix.  iff  the  Rfimfnibj»iicer5  v^«  x,  p.  sj}*  *: 
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under  their  own  officers,  to  drive  their  rebel   c  H  AT. 
opprefloTS  from  the  province,  and  after  the  term  ^^S^* 
of  fervice,  be  freed  from  all  but  militia  duty.     ■?  »•• ' 
Befides  this  well  conceived  addrefs,  which  was 
publiihed  as  a  hand-bill,  the  general  iflued  three 
proclamations;  the firfl fubje6ied to confifcation  tsd May. 
the  property  of  all  who  ihould  appear  in  arms  ^JfJ^^ 
againft  the  royal  government,  or  compel  others 
to  join  the  enemy,  or  hinder  thofe  inclined  to 
aflifl  the  king's  forces.    The  fccond  was  a  joint  ift  June, 
proclamation  of  the  general  and  admiral,  as 
commiflioners  for  reftoping  peace,   promifing 
fuch  of  the  inliabitants  as  would  return  tQ 
their  allegiance,  and  to  thofe  laws  which  they 
formerly  boafied  as  their  nobleft  inheritance,  a 
re-eftablifhrnent  of  their  former  rights  and  im- 
munities under  a  free  firitiili  government,  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  except  by  their  own  legif- 
iature.      From  thefe  benefits,  however,  were 
exempted  all  who  were  polluted  with  the  blood 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  wantonly  and  inhu- 
manly ihed  under  the  mock  forms  of  juftice, 
for  refuting  fubmiflion  to  an  ufurpation  which 
they  abhorred,  and  adhering  to  that  govern- 
ment with  which  they  deemed  themfelves  infe- 
parably  connected.    The^  third  proclamation,  s<l« 
proceeding  on  the  fuppofition  that  peace  and 
good  order  were  reftored  by  the  defeat  of  the 
American  forces,  relieved  from  the  flate  of  pri- 
ibners  on  parole,  all  the  inhabitants,  except  the 
military,   thofe  taken  in  Fort  Moultrie   and 
Charle]fto\i^n,  andthofe  under  actual  confinement. 
But  thofe  who  negle^ed  returning  to  their  alle- 
giance, were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  enemies. 
Two  hundred  and  ten  of  the  principal  inhabi- '  s^ 
tants  of  Charleftown,  concurred  in  a  congratu-  - 
latory  addrefs,  on  the  refioration  of  the  pro- 
vince to  the  political  connedion  with  Great 

X  3  Britain. 
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CHAP.  Britain.      Although  the   right   of  taxing  by 
XXXIX.  parliament,  had  excited  confiderable  ferments, 
'"TJg^    ftill,  they  faid,  the  people  naturally  revolted  at  the 
idea  of  independency,  which  was  firft  promul- 
gated in  the  northern  colonies.    They  looked 
back,  M'ith  painful  regret,  to  convuliions  fubver- 
five  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  and  produftivc 
of  a  rank  democracy,  which,  however  carefully 
digefted  in  theory,  had,  in  practice,  exhibited  a 
fyftrm  of  tyrannic   domination,    only  to  be 
found  among  the  uncivilized  part  of  mankind, 
or  in  the  hiftory  of  the  dark  and  barbarous 
ages  of  antiquity.     They  regretted  the  mifery 
and  ruin  occafioned  by   the  difregard  of  the 
king's  overtures  for  accomodation,  and  would 
glory  in  difplaying  their  zeal  by  efforts  for  the 
reftoration  of  felicity  under  the  royal  govern- 
ment. ^ 
Formation       These  fentiments  were  not  confined  to  the 
fot^f^^^  fubfcribers  of  the  addrefs ,    great  numbers  af- 
fembled  in  arms,  under  the  direftion  of  major 
Fergufon,  and  the  caufe  of  Great  Britain  ap- 
peared triumphant. 
Ekpedi-  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  did  not,  however, 

**^"inftihc  ^^^y  ^^  thefe  flattering  appearances  ;  the  fitua- 
SJTri.  *  tion  of  affairs  demanded  his  immediate  prefence 
caaa.         at  New  York,  and  he  had  applied  to  govern- 
ment for  his  recal,  but  before  his  departure,  he 
arranged  three  expeditions  for  fubduing  the 
interior,  and  countera6dng  the  enemy.     One 
afcended  the  Savannah,  and  another  pafled  the 
Saluda  to  Ninety-fix ;  both  found  the  people,in 
general    loyal,  and  difpofed  to  eftabliili  the 
regal  government. 
PorfbUef      The  third  expedition,  commanded  by  earl 
Burford,     Cornwall  is,    croffed    the    Santee    river,     and 

b  S9^  thefc  jappn  in  iU  JUmembniD^^r,  vol.  y.  p«  Zq.  et  fei]. 
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marched  up  the  north-eail  bank,  in  purfutt  of  chap. 
colonel  Burford,  who  was  retreating  to  North  f^^ 
Carolina,  with  artillery,  and  waggons  contain*      ^789/ 
ing  arms,  ammunition,  and  cloathing.     Before  ^^  jviit. 
the  Britifli  troopa  could  furmount  impediinents, 
created  by  the  Americans,  Burford  had  already 
been  retreating  ten  days.     A  corps  of  a  hun-  s/A. 
dred  and  feventy  foot,  and  a  hundred  mounted 
infantry,  with  a  three-pounder,  was  detached  in 
purfuit,   under  the  fpirited   and   enterprifing 
Tarleton,  who  was  invefted  with  difcretionary 
powers.      After  a  purfuit,  preifed  with  great  %9^  htzj. 
alacrity  in  a  hot  climate,  Tarleton  found  him-  ^"Kve- 
felf  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy  at  Waxhaws,  wLiwt. 
but  his  troops  were  enfeebled  by  a  march  of  a 
hundred  and  five  miles  in  fifty-four  hours, 
and  greatly  outnumbered  by  the  enemy,  who 
had  three  hundred  and  eighty  infantry,  a  body 
of  cavalry,  and  two  fix-pounders.     Both  parties 
formed  without  interruption,  but  the  ignorance 
of  Burford,  and  the  fpirited  and  well  dire&ed 
attack  of  Tarleton,  decided  in  a  few  minutes 
the  fate  of  the  day ;  the  whole  convoy  and  two 
hundred  prifoners  were  taken,  and  a  hundred 
and  feventy-two  killed. 

Intelligence  of  this  fuccefs,  and  of  the  5th  Tune. 
general  profperity  of  the  province,  cheered  Sir  ^^^ 
Henry  Clinton  in  the  moment  of  his  departure.  ^^*'^' 
His  Ihort  adminiftration  in  South  Carolina  wa3 
diftinguiflied  for  judgment,  vigour,  and  pru* 
dence.     His  manners  conciliated  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  while  the  vigour  of  his  proceed* 
ings  reftrained  the  turbulent;  and  his  prudence, 
in  eilablilhing  commil&ries  of  captures,   af- 
forded a  reafonable  relief  to  his  own  army,  pre- 
vented the  complaints  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
proved  a  fource  of  immense  laving  to  govern- 

X  4  ment. 


Jit  HISTORY    OF  ENGLAND. 

e  it  Aft  incnt*    Tarleton  fpeediiy  rgointed  lord  Corn* 
^^^^'   ^vallis,  who  was  now  eiitrufted  with  the  chief 
i;gd.     commaBd  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  Biitiih 
troops.     South  Carolina  bein-g  deemed  fuffi- 
ciently  fecure,  iJie  inftiHidionB  left  with  lord 
Cornwallis  were, "  conftaiitly  to  regard  the  fafety 
and  tmnquiUity  of  Charlefto wn ,  as  the  principal 
and    indifpenfable   objeds    of   his   ajttention. 
When  the  necelfary  arrangements  for  this  pur- 
pofe  were  completed,  ajid  the  feafon  fuitable  to 
operations  in  that  climate  fliould  return,  he  was 
left  at  liberty  (if  he  judged  it  proper)  to  make 
afolid  move  into  North  Carolina,  on  conditiew 
..    that  it  could  be  made  without  endangering 
the  fatbty  of  the  polls  committed  to  his  charge." 
procc^.         During  the  delay  which  occurred  from  the 
ioS  Corn-  ^^^^  of  the  climate,  and  the  neoeffity  of  formioj 
waiiis.       tnagaeines  and  fecuriiig  communications,  Ion 
Cornwallis  occupied  himfeif  in  commercial, 
military, and  civil  arrangements  at  Charlcftown. 
He  alfo  fent  trufty  emiilariee  into  North  Caro- 
lina, informing  the  loyalifls  of  his  intention  to 
enter  that  province,  and  advifing  them  to  reap 
•their  haindt,  collect  provilions,  and  remain  in 
tranquillity  till  his  arrival.     Thefe  prudential 
inftrudions  were  unfortunately  difregarded*   A 
•body  of  loyalifts  under  colonel  More,  premature- 
ly aiiembled  in  Tryon  county,  were  routed  and 
difperfed.    The  infurreftion  formed  a  pretext 
for  perfecution ;  tlie  jails  were  filled  with  pre- 

tBy%  miftakf  in  the  ftventh  report  of  cbe  commfiffionen  of  public 
•ccounts*  the  eftablilhinent  of  tnefe  commifiioncrs  of  captures  is 
ivTcribed  to  lord  Cornwallii.  That  nobleman  did  indeed  purfne  the 
meafore  with  ability  and  inttgi^ty,  but  tbefegaiationori^oated  widi 
CibitQ*.  Although  this  iBeriivriatip  oi^r  pood«eed  heftNPt  ^e 
cornmiillonerB  of  public  accounts,  irrefragable  documents  for  the 
coiTeAion  of  their  report,  he  could  ticver  prevail  on  them  to  reWwy 
after  eke  peace,  lb  unwelcime  a  iilbjtft  t&the  aqiaDcrs  of  the  Apse<% 
ficaa  ^ar. 

tended 


GEORGE    m.  SiS 

tended  treiton,  and  every  day  produced  new  cra  f. 
iacrifices  to  the  fpirit  of  revolution.     Tlie   ^^.^ 
perils  to  which  this  unfortunate  clafs  were  fub'^      17U. 
jeded,  coBipeUcd  a  body  of  eigixt  hundred  to 
leave  the  province,  and  join  major  M^  Aithur 
at  Cheraw  Hill,  in  South  Carolina. 

The  Americans  were  encouraged  in  thefe  Exertiont 
vigorous  efforts,  by  the  certainty  of  fpeedy  aid  ^i^- 
from  Virginia,  and  other  provinces,  and  a  de-  cans. 
tachment  from  Wafhington's  army,  amounting 
together  to  more  than  fix  thoufand  men,  be* 
fi(fes   whom  the  legiflature  of  Virginia  had 
ordered  five  thoufand,  drafted  from  the  militia, 
to  ferve  as  a  corps  of  obfervation.    The  people  Trachery 
of  South  Carolina,  began  alfo  to  manifeil  trea-  >"  South 
cheious  and  turbulent  difpofitions.    The  dif-  ^^^^ 
loyal^  who  had  accepted    protedions,  com- 
plained of  compulfion,  and  hardly  made  a  fecret 
of  their  antipathv  to  the  Britifli  government, 
while  thofe  who,  through  principle,  had  availed 
themfelves  of  Clinton's  proclamation,  were  in- 
dig^nant  at  feeing  thefe  fcarcely  concealed  trai- 
tors enjojring  immunities,  and  accumulating 
advantages,  which  it  required  nothing  but  op- 
portunity to  turn  againft  the  Englifli.     Several 
mconfiderate  military  promotions  enabled  thefe 
traitors  to  efieft  great  injury  to  tlie  caufc ;  one 
Lifle,  in  particular,  carried  over  to  the  enemy  a 
whole  batallion  of  militia,  with  their  arms  and 
ammunition. 

F&OM  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  inci-eafe 
of  difloyalty,  the  proclamation,  of  the  third 
of  June  has  been  unjullly  cenfured,  as  war- 
ranting hypocrify  on  one  hand,  and  fpread- 
ing  dSaiFeaion  on  the  other.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  confidered,  that  when  the  procla- 
mation was  ilTued,  the  province  was  con- 
fidered fecure  from  military  invafion,and  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrorig  to  protefit  itfelf,  if  loyally  in- 
clined, 
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CH  AV.  clined,  under  the  fya&iovi  of  the  Britilh  force. 

,^2S^'  The  greater  number  of  people  in  wery  oountry 
1789-  are  indifferent  to  forms  of  government^  nor 
were  the  mere  plantei-s  and  traders  of  South 
Carolina  in  general,  more  attached  to  the 
American  than  the  Britiili  caufe.  Violent 
parties  of  loyaliOs  aqd  revolutionifts  guided  the 
conduft,  rather  than  the  fentiments  of  the 
wealthy  and  quiefcent.  The  capture  of  Charlef* 
town  reduced  the  American  party  to  defpair, 
and  the  loyalifts  were  equally  with  their  op- 
ponents included  in  the  4erms  of  parole  in  the 
articles  of  capitulation.  The  objcd  of  the 
proclamation  was  therefore  to  emancipate  the 
loyal  from  a  needlefs  reftraint,  to  enable  thofe 
whom  the  purfuit  of  wealth,  and  the  love  of 
eafe,  would  attach  to  the  predominating  party, 
to  follow  the  bent  of  their  difpofitions  without 
impediment,  while  the  fturdy  and  incorrigible 
rebel,  exprefsly  exempted  by  the  letter  of  the 
proclamation  from  the  clemency  of  its  pro- 
vifoes,  was  expofed  to  the  fame  ieverities  he 
had  been  inftrumental  in  infli6ting  on  the 
loyaliils.  In  all  public  meafures  freedom  and 
fecurity  are  the  principal  obje6U,  and  that 
government  muft  be  pitifully  tyrannical,  which 
afFe6l3  by  general  regulations  to  prevent  the 
unreafonable  complaints  of  party  jealoufy,  or 
obviate  the  efFefts  of  hyprocritical  treachery. 
Thefe  ends  can  only  be  produced  by  the  vigi- 
lance, caution,  and  difcernment  of  thofe  to 
whom  the  executive  powers  are  intrufted ;  they 
alone  can  reftrain  the  artifices  of  the  difloyal, 
and  by  the  prudent  ufe  of  authority,  prevent 
the  intrufion  of  traitors  into  pofis  of  truft. 
With  the  view  of  conciliating  the  colony,  and 
eftablifliing  the  regal  government  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  the  proclamation  was  wife  and 

judicious; 
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jadicious  ;  no  complaint  was  heard,  as  in  the  chap. 
Jerfies,  that  thofe  who  fought  ihelter  under  it  ^2S5* 
were  plundered  or  treated  with  indignity,  and  17^* ' 
if  the  arms  of  Britain  had  been  generally 
profperous,  and  her  power  generally  refpeft- 
ed,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  produced  be- 
neficial confequences.  But  at  that  period, 
tbrtune  feemed  peculiarly  malignant.  A  great 
force  was  preparing  by  the  friends  of  congrefs,  ' 
and  exaggerated  rumours  were  circulated  and 
generally  encouraged  of  a  hoftile  armament, 
deftined  to  co-operate  with  them.  Britain  was, 
at  the  fame  time,  menaced  by  a  hoftile  confe- 
deracy of  neutral  nations,  riot  and  infubordi- 
nation  prevailed  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  Eng- 
land was  agitated  with  political  difcontents,  tjie 
miniftry  were  alarmed  and  infecure,  and  the 
caufe  of  government,  even  in  the  feat  of  em- 
pire, appeared  forlorn  and  helplefs.  What  won  - 
der  then  that  a  colony  of  America,  divided 
amongfl  friends  and  enemies  equally  violent, 
and  a  third  party  felfiih  and  lukewarm ;  fhould 
prefer  the  caufe  of  its  neighbours,  a  caufe 
which  it  had  once  avowed  as  its  own,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  interefts  of  a  country  oppofed  in 
every  quarter,  and  apparently  on  the  verge  of 
domeitic  civil  war  ? 

The  principal  force  on  the  frontiers  of  South  Cantwi. 
Carolina  was  at  Camden,  under  the  command  of  gntiflf  «? 
lord  Ilawdon,  hutted  againil  the  heat  of  the  my. 
weather;  major M*^Arthur  was  advanced  to  Che- 
raw  Hill  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pedee  river,  to 
cover  the  country  between  Camden  an^  George 
Town.  The  chai  n  to  the  weft  ward,  was  conn  e6ied 
with  Ninety-fix  by  Rocky  Mount,  a  ftrong  poft 
on  the  Wateree,  occupied  by  colonel  Turnbull. 
Colonel  Balfour,  and  afterwards  colonel  Cruget 
commanded  at  Ninety-fix.    Major  Fergufon's 
corps,  and  a  body  of  loyal  militia,  traverfedpart  of 

the 
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CHAP*  the  proTince  betveen  tlie  Wateree.and  Saliidt, 
^^^^  and  fometimes  approached  the  borders  of  N  orth 
f^fcH     Carolina.     Lieutenant>>coionel  Broirn  held  pof- 
feffion  of  Auo^tifia^  the  frontier  town  of  Geor- 
gia ;  Savannah  was  garrifoned  by  Heffians  and 
Prdviacials  under  colonel  Alured  Clark.  Three 
regimen ts,  two  battalions,  and  a  large  detach- 
ment of  royal  artilleiy,  and  fome  corps  of  Pro- 
vincials were  at  Charleftown  under  brigadier- 
general  Paterfon,  and  tlie  fatiguing  duty   of 
maintaining  the  communication  between  the 
principal  pofts  of  this  extenfive  cantonment^ 
Was  allotted  to  the  legion  dragoons.     The  prin- 
cipal magazine  was  formed  at  Camden,  but, 
from  the  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fupplies  were 
llowly  forwarded. 
Gateicom-      CoNGEEss  having  rclolvcd  to  exert  the  moft 
mands  the  ftrcnuous  efforts  for  the  recovery  of  South  Ca* 
An^'ne^^*  rolina  and  Georgia,  the  chief  command  of  their 
forces  in  that  quarter  was  given  to  general 
Gates,  who  had  gained  his  reputation  at  Sa- 
ratoga ;  while  colonel  Sumter,  a  refugee  after 
the  capture  of  Charleftown,  raifed  a  corps  in 
North  Carolina,    which    was  augmented  by 
other  fugitives  from  South  Carolina.     The  col- 
le^lion  of  fiich  a  force  rendered  it  neceflary  for 
major  M'Arthur  to  fall  back  from  Cheraw  Hill 
to  Camden. 
Pfuhjaij.       Hostilities  were  renewed  by  Sumter  ;  re- 
Attaci;  on  inforced  by  the  traitor  Lifle,  he  made  an  attack 
Mount.     ^^  R<>cJcy  Mount,  but  was  in  three  feparate  at- 
tacks repulfed  with  confiderable  lois  by  the 
ileady  valour  of  colonel  Turnbull,  and  a  fmall 
6th  Aug.    garrifon.     He  next  affailed  the  poft  at  Han^ng 
Rock,  occupied  by  a  hundred  and  forty  Bntiih, 
and  feveral  corps  of  loyal  Provincials,*  under 
the  command  of  major  Carden.     The  Provin- 
cials, who  were  firfl  attacked,  gave  ground  with 

precipitation. 


GEOlt  G  E    IIT.  317 

precipitation,  and  the  Brititfi  troops  nobly  fuf*   chap. 
tained  the  whole  weight  of  the  aflailants,  butfti-  SS^ 
periority  of  numbers  rendered  the  day  doubtful,     *?*«• 
till  forty' mounted  infantry,  on  their  return  from 
Rocky  Mount,  by  a  judicious  feint  terrified 
Sumter's  corps,  and  compelled  them  to  retreat 
in  confufion,  leaving  a  hundred  killed  and 
wounded.    Lord  Cornwallis  immediately  placed 
Hanging  Rock  in  perfeft  fecurity  by  a  rein- 
forcement under  major  Mecan. 

Intelligence  of  the  formidable  prepara-  ,othAttr. 
tions  of  the  enemy,  induced  lord  Cornwallis  to  Battle  of 
repair  to  Camden,  M'here  the  effefti ve  force  did  Camdem 
not  exceed  two  thoufand,  while  thai,  advancing 
againft  them  under  Gates,  together  with  the 
militia  led  by  Cafwell,  Rutherford,  Portei-field, 
and  baron  de  Kalbe,  amounted  to  fix  thoufand, 
exclufive  of  a  thoufand  umler  Sumter.     Not-  '^^^ 
Wfthftanding  this  difparity,  the  Britifli  general 
marched  two  hours  before  midnight  to  attack 
the  enemy  encamped  at  Clermont  in  South 
Carolina ;  his  front  divifion  being  commanded 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Webfter,  and  his  center 
by  lord  Rawdon.     He  had  received  intelligence 
that  Gates  intended  to  move  forward  the  fame 
night,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  ,6i^ 
advanced  guards  of  both  armies  met.     After  a 
temporary  confufion,  and  fome  flight  (kirmifties, 
both,  as  if  by  compaft,  betbok  themfelves  to  re- 
pofe,  awaiting  the  dawn.     On  reconnoitring, 
lord  Cornwallis  found  his  fituation  extremely 
eligible  ;  afwamp  on  either  hand  preferved  him 
from  being  out-flanked,  while  the  narrownefs 
of  the '.front  dimimihed  the  advantages  of  fupe^ 
rior  tiumbers. 

At  dawti,  both  armies  formed  in  Wo  divi-; 
fions;  but  Gates  attempting  to  change  thd 
SdxtAifeit  ^f  ^  two^  Ibngadea  '^of  militin,  hfcA 
^-  --'-  Cornwallis 
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CHAPi  Cotnw^tlis  conimenced  a  well  judged,  r^pidf 
XXXIX.  ajjj  efFeAual  attack.  The  American  iBilitta 
were  broken,  threw  down  their  arms,,  and  fled ; 
the  other  divifion,  and  the  refer\'e,  maintained 
neverthelefs  a  refolute  and  honourable  conflict, 
but  colonel  Webfter,  inftead  of  purfuing.  the 
fugitives,  wifely  direftedthe  efforts  of  his  divi- 
fion againft  them ;  the  cavalry  under  major 
Hanger  and  colonel  Tarleton  poured  in  with 
irrefiftible  impetuofity,  and  detennined  the  fate 
•  of  the  day.  Rout  and  confufion  could  not  be 
more  complete ;  during  a  purfuit  of  twenty -two 
miles,  the  cavalry  found  the  ground ,  ftrewed 
with  arms,  and  men  whom  fatigue  prevented 
from  further  flight.  All  the  baggage,  (lores, 
and  camp  equipage,  together  witli  feven  pieces 
of  cannon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vigors. 
Upwards  of  eight  hundred  were  flain,  and 
among  a  thoufand  captured,  was  the  baron  de 
Kalbe,  mortally  wounded. 
Tarleton  This  important  victory  rcflc6led  great  bo- 
roiittSum-  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  whole  Britlfh  army,  in  which  lord 

Cornwallis,  and  lord  Rawdon  then  only  twenty- 
iSthAug.  g^,^  years  of  age,  confpicuoufly  ihared.  The 
advantages  were  rendered  complete,  by  the  fur- 
►rife  of  Sumter,  whom  colonel  Tarleton,  with 
lis  ufual  ability  and  expedition,  overtook  at 
Catawba  ford,  on  the  verge  of  a  friendly  fet- 
tlement.  With  no  more  than  a  hundred  dra- 
goons, and  fixty  of  the  light  infantry,  he  van- 
quilhcd  more  than  eight  hundred  Americans, 
killing  and  wounding  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
taking  three  hundred.  He  alfo  refcued  two 
hundred  and  fifty  prifoners,  and  recaptured 
feveral  waggons  laden  with  rum  and  other 
flores,  which  Sumter  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
his  expedition ;  and  all  the  provincial  (tores,  ajn- 
munition,  baggage,  axtiUery^  and  a  ^td^d 
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ihuid  of  arms,  rewarded  the  valour  and  diligence '  chap. 
of  the  conquerors.  '        xxxnc 

Loud  Cornwallis,  awaiting  the  fupplies    \y%4^ 
requifite  for  his  expedition  into  North  Carolina,  8evcritic« 
fought  to  reftrain  the  perfidy  of  the  Americans  corn^ 
by  fevere  edi^b.     The  provocation  was  abun-  waiiis* 
dant,   if  the  meafure  was  wife.     His  lordfhip 
fequeftered  the  eftates  of  all  who  oppofed  the  re- 
eftabiiihment  of  the  royal  government  in  South 
Carolina,  death  was  denounced  againft  thofe 
who,  after  receiving  Britiih  proteftions,  joined 
the  enemy ;  fome  of  the  moft  hardened  were  * 
executed ;  and  many  perfons  of  fuperior  rank, 
who,   being  allowed  the  benefit  of  parole  ia 
Charleftown,  had  maintained  a  traitorous  cor- 
refpondence  with  Gates,   were  ihipped  off  to 
SL  Auguftine  in  Eaft  Florida,  and  again  allow- 
ed their  parole,  but  under  proper  reftriftions. 
The  opinion  formed  of  thefe  raeafures  depended 
too    much  on   fubfequent  events;    could  the 
Britiih  liave  retained  their  afcendency,  the  pu- 
nishments were  merciful  rather  than  fevere;  but 
in  the  courfe  of  fucceeding  tranfaclions,  they 
afforded  a  pretext  of  retaliation,  which  was 
urged  to  the  full  extent  of  the  precedent. 

At  this  period,  lord  Comwallis  prepared  a  gth  Sept. 
judicious  plan  for  overpowering  all  oppofition  |**'®"^* 
in  North  Carolina :  he  penetrated  through  the  rouSi!* 
hoftile  fettlement  of  Waxhaws,  to  a  town  called 
Charlotte.     One  part  of  his  plan  was  to  detach 
major  Fergufon  with  a  corps  of  about  a  thou- 
fand  loyal  militia,  for  the  purpofe  of  approach- 
ing the  frontiers:  the  fervice  was  important; 
but  the  militia,  unfupported  by  regulars,  could 
not  be  fuflBciently  relied  on.*^  Colonel  Clarke, 
an  inhabitant  of  Georgia,  had  collected  a  force, 
and  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  Auguila.  , 

Feigufon  hoped  to  intercept  his  retreat,  and  for 

that 


/ 
f 


»J»,  IlISTbRT  OF  EKGLAND. 

CM  A  F.  that  fnirpofe  advanced  near  the  mcmntains^  wlieie 
f^^j^;   he  was  encountered  by  a  feleft  body  of  back* 
x7»o.     woodfnien,  amountingto  fifteen  hundred.  Thefe 
men  were  aim  oft  in  a  favage  ftate,  colleded 
with  various  views  under  different  commanders, 
weli  mounted,  unincumbered,  and  armed  with 
9th  oa.     rifics.  They  overtook  Fergufon  at  King's  Moim* 
tain  :  be  defended  bimfelf  with  great  fkill  and 
valour,  but  their  mbde  of  fighting  prevented  fuc- 
cefs.     They  attacked  in  different  quarters,  and 
wherever  the  nciajor  prefented  his  frcmt^   the 
eppofing  party  fled  from  the   bayonet;    but 
another  corps  at  the  fame  moment  advanced 
and  aifailed  hi^  rear.    After  maintaining  this 
unequal  combat,  during  an  hour,  he  received  a 
mortal  wound  ;  his  men  were  difheartened,  and 
his  fucceflbr  reluftantly  furrendered.     The  vic- 
tors, witli  charafleriftic  inhumanity,  maltreated 
the  corpfe  of  the  dead  commander,   hanged 
fevcral  of  the  prifoners,  and  treated  others  with 
detcftable  cruelty, 
g-^  ^         This  fatal  difafter  difconcerted  the  plans  of 
this  dii^f.    lord  Cornwallis  ;  although  abundantly  lupplied 
w.  with  provifions  at  Charlotte,  he  fuftained  great 

inconvenience  from  the  inveterate  hoftihty  of 
the  natives,  and  therefore  gUdly  retreated  for 
the  ptotetlion  of  South  Carolina,  deferring  the 
prosecution  of  his  enterprize  till  he  fliould  re- 
ceive fome  expected  reinforcements,  from  Sir 
Henry  Clinton.     This  interval  was  employed 
by  Tarleton  in  checking  the  inroads  of  an  Ame- 
rican paitizan  named  Marion,   who,  after  the 
retreat  of  the  mountaineers,  infefied  the  pro- 
vince, 
Novembtt-.      SuMTER,  havins^  again  collefted  a  force,  cf- 
Tarleton     f  eftcd  a  junfl^iou  with  Clarke  and  Brannen,  com*- 
SumTJrs     ^^3Jiders  of  ftraggling  parties,  and  proje^d  an 
toixil       attack  on  Ninety-fix,.    Tarleton  was  recalled 
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from  his  expedition  againft  the  eaftern  parts  of  c  h  A  t. 
the  province,  to  oppofe  this  force,  and  purfu-  ^^^!^ 
ing  his  obje6l  with  his   accuftomed   celerity,     ^7^* 
would  have  effected  a  fiirprife,  had  not  Sumter 
been   informed  of  his  danger  by  a  deferter. 
Tarleton,  however,  learning  his  retreat,  overtook  »•*  Nov. 
him  at  Blackftock's  Hill,  with  a  detachment 
of  eighty  cavalry,  and  without  waiting  for  the 
arrival  of  the  infantry,  gallantly  affailed  a  force 
greatly  fuperior,  wounded  the  commander,  and 
difpeifed  his  troop.   The  faA  of  Tarleton's  being 
viftoris  difputed  ;  but  all  the  benefits  of  vi6lory 
undoubtedly  refulted  from  this  exploit. 

The  defeat  of  Fergulbn  not  only  fruftrated  fj^^^*^* 
the  hopes  which  lord  Uornwallis  had  entertain-  ^*'^"" 
ed,  of  being  joined  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
loyalifts,  but  animated  the  infurgents  in  both 
Carolinas.  The  ill-fuccefs  of  Gates  at  Camden, 
was  a  fufficient  motive  with  congrefs  for  fu- 
perfeding  him,  though  the  meafure  was  accom- 
panied with  perfonal  civilities :  general  Greene 
was  his  fucceffor, '  but  no  new  tranfadion  of 
importance  marked  the  relidue  of  the  cam- 
paign- * 

During  the  abfence  of  the  commander  in  Tranfac- 
chief,  and  after  his  return,  no  remarkable  mi-  ^aw  York, 
litary  exploit  was  performed  in  tlie  vicinity  of 
New  York.     The  winter  was  fevere  beyond  all 

J)recedent;  the  rivers,  and  even  arms  of  the 
ea,  were  covered  with  ice  fufhciently  thick  to 
admit  the  paflage  of  the  heavieft  artillery.  The 
city  was  thus  deprived  of  the  defence  ariiing 
irom  an  infiilar  fituation,  and  reduced  to  great 

• 

'  Befides  the  other  hiftories,  I  have  confulted  Tarleton's  Hiftory 
«f  the  Campaigns  of  17S0  and  1781,  Mackenzie*!  Striflurcs,  Ram- 
fay'*  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  pamphlctf 
publi(hcd  by  lord  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  have  re- 
ceived much  private  infoimation. 

VOL.  III.  Y  extremities 
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January, 
nd  Feb. 


CHAP,  extremities  for  want  of  provifions  and  fuel* 
JCnyphaufen  adopted  vigorous  and  judicious 
meafures  of  proteftion ;  but  Wafhington  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  venture  an  attack.  His  army 
was  alfo  in  extreme  diftrefs ;  their  force  weaken- 
ed by  the  large  detachments  fent  to  Chavles- 
towQ^  and  the  remaining  regiments  mutinous, 
through  famine  anddefpair.  Thus  mutual  weak- 
nefs  occafioned  mutual  fafety.  No  euterprife 
was  attemp^d  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  froft, 
except  an  unfuccefsful  attack  by  the  American 
lord  Sterling  againft  Staten's  Ifland^  and  an  ex- 
pedition to  a  poft  called  Young's  Houfe,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  White  Plains,  which  was 
gallantly  ftormed  by  colonel  Morton,  forty  of 
the  enemy  killed,  and  ninety  captured. 

KyyniAusEN  having  received  infoimatiou 
that  the  American  army  was  generally  muti- 
nous, and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Jerfeys  defirous 
to  re-eftabliih  the  ancient  government,  detach- 
ed a  confiderable  force  under  generals  Mathew 
and  Sterling.  They  landed  at  Elizabeth-town^ 
but  found  the  militia  prepared  for  refiftance,  and 
the  mutiny  in  the  army  confined  to  loud  com- 
plaints againll  want  and  hardihip,  but  not 
calculated  to  produce  a  revolt  to  the  Britiih 
government.  The  generals  perceiving  no 
hopes  of  accomplifliing  their  intentions,  re- 
mained a  few  days  on  die  ifland  to  avoid  the 
■difgraceful  imputation  of  flight,  and  were 
joined  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  his  return  ftoxa 
Charleftown.  Although  difpleafed  at  the  pre- 
mature and  unexpefted  effort  which  fruftrated 
a  combined  movement  he  had  in  contemplation, 

Vjns^^dhe  co-operated  in  an  attack  on  Springfield, 
which  was  captured  and  burnt ;  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  York, 

Washington 
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Washington  detached  general  Wayne  with   chap. 
two  thoufand  men  to  attack  Bergen  Point,  and   xxxix» 
cdrry  off  the  cattle  refer ved  for  fupplying  the    *^8^ 
Britifli   aiTny.      Seventy  men   ftationed  in   a  Attack  on 
block-houfe,  protefted  by  abbatis,  repulfed  this  ^^J^l^ 
difproportionatc  force,  killed  more  than  their 
whole  number,  took  feveral  prifoners,  and  re- 
captured part  of  the  cattle.  , 

Meanwhile  a  longexpefted  reinforcement  lothjuiy. 
from  France  arrived  at  Rhode  Iflacnd :  it  con-  ^f^^rc^^ 
fifted  of  fix  thoufand  troops,  commanded  by  the  mcnt  from 
comte  de  Rochambeau,  and  feven  fail  of  the  France. 
line,  five  frigates,  and  five  fmaller  armed  veffels, 
under  M.  de  Temay.    To  prevent  jealoufy,  the 
French  government,  with  liberal  policy,  raifed 
Wailiington  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general 
in  their  armies,  and  thus  placed  Rochambeau. 
under  his  command. 

Clinton  having  received  indifputably  au-  ineffcauai 
thentic  information  of  the  deftination  of  this  '"^^^^  ^^ 
fquadron,   propofed   to  admiral  Arbuthnot  a  ifljnd!    ' 
plan  for  landing  a  Britifli  force  at  Rhode  Ifland,   ' 
while  the  fleet  blocked  up  the  French  fquadron  ; 
a  ml^fure  which,  if  promptly  executed,  would 
have  brought  the  whole  force,  naval  and  mi- 
litary, into  imminent  danger.    The  admiral  at 
firft  declined  it,  in  hopes  of  meeting  the  enemy 
at   fea,    and  afterwards  deferred  co-operation 
till    the  enemy  had    fortified    themfelves    at 
Rhode  Ifland,  and  the  expedition  was  not  utt-  13*  Auf, 
dertaken  till  too  late  a  period  to  fucceed.     Sir 
Henry  Clinton  proceeded  with  eight  thoufand 
men  to  Huntingdon  Bay  on  Long  Ifland,  but 
Arbuthnot  having  viewed  the  pofition  of  the 
French  fleet,  declared  itunaflailable ;  and  Waih* 
iogton,  being  now  confiderably  reinforced,  mov- 
fd  to  Eeek's  Kill,   intending  to  attack  New 
Yovlr.   Clinton,  mortified  and  difappointcd,  fell 

T  2  back 
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CHAP,  back  for  the  proteftion  of  his  head-quarters, 
XXXIX.    ^yj^jjg  Wailiington  drew  off  his  forces,  and  retif- 


X7S0.      ^jj^  ^Q  avoid  a  general  a6lion. 
Naval  pro.      As  the  fuither  proceedings  of  the  combined 
thc'vvV'^  armies  depended  on  the  arrival  of  the  French 
ladies.       fleet  from  the  Weftlndies,  it  becomes  neceffary 
to   recapitulate  tranfaftions    in    that  quarter. 
During  winter,  the  Britifli  navy  annoyed  the 
^  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  maintained  a  gal- 
lant and   fuccefsful  ftruggle  againft  fuperior 
astb  Mar.  ftrength  and  numbers.     The  moft  remarkable 
nav^ai  aftion  occurred  between  captain  Corn- 
wallis,  commanding  a  fliip  of  fixty-four  guns, 
one  of  fifty,  and  one  of  forty-four,  againft  a 
French  force  confiiiing  of  four  fcventy-fours 
and  two  frigates.     Tlie  engagement  was  con- 
tinued during  two  whole  days:  on  the  third, 
at  the  appearance  of  another  Britilh  flnp  of  war 
antl  a  frigate,  the  French  commander  made  his 
efcape. 
27th  Mar.       The  arrival  of  Rodney  rendered  the  Britifh 
Rod^c^  ^  nearly  equal  to  the  French  fleet ;  but  the  fkill 
'*     and  fpirit  of  Uie  valiant  admiral  gave  a  decid- 
iriefFcauai  cd  fupcriority.     The  count  de  Guichen  had  ap- 
efforts  and  pcarcd  oft'  St,  Lucic,   but  was  deterred  from 
""'  "'  making  an  attack,  by  the  judicious  difpofition  of 
ftd  April.    ^^^^  naval  and  military  force ;   and  in  return, 
Rodney  braved  him  during  two  fucceflive  daj's 
off  Fort  Royal,  Martinique ;  but  t^^as  unable  to 
draAv  him  from  his  place  of  refuge. 
15th April.      Rodney  Imving  returned  to  St.  Lucie,  de 
Guichen  ventured  out  of  port  vnilx  twenty- 
three  fhips  of  the  line.  The  Britifli  admiral  pur* 
iued  with  twenty  fail,  and  in  two  days  brought 
•  him  to  aftion,  and  compelled  him  to  feek  iliel'. 
4:er  in  Guadaloupe.    ,Rodney  appeal's  to  have 
been  diflatisfied  with  fomc  of  liis  oilicers  for 
not  lupporting  him  fMfiiciently,  as  his  flag  fliip, 

the 
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the  Sandwich,  was  for  a  confiderable  time  ex-    chap^ 
pofed  alone  to  a  difproportioned  fire.     Another    xxxix. 
qnimportant  encounter  afterwards  took  place,      ,780. 
but  the  French  availed  themfelves  of  their  fu*  15th and 
periority  in  failing,  to  avoid  a  decilive  aftion.       "9**^  ^"^ 

Failing  in  thefe  efforts  to  bring  on  a  gene-  Arrival  of 
ral  engagement,  Rodney  occupied  a  Avindward  aSpanifli 
ftation,  for  the  purpofe  of  intercepting  a  Spanifli    ^^^ 
iquadron  from  Cadiz  ;   but  the  admiral,  Don 
Solano,   prudently  kept  to  northward   of  the 
ufual  track,  and,  inftead  of  proceeding  to  Mar- 
tinique,  put  in  at  Guadaloupe,  where  he  wais 
joined  by  de  Guichen.      This  reinforcement 
confifted   of  twelve  fail  of  the  line,    befides 
frigates,  and  eighty-three  tranfports,  conveying 
twelve  thoufand  troops,   Avith  a  proportionate 
train  of  artillery.     But  this  great  fuperiority  of  Djfagrrc. 
force  was  unavailing;  pcftilence  raged  among  J!J*"^»o^ 
the  tranfports,  and  difcord  arofc  between  the '  adm!raTs, 
admirals.  Soljmo  repaired  to  the  Ilavannah,  and  5th  July, 
de  Guichen,  retiring  to  St.  Domingo,  convoyed  ^  ^"*- 
the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Europe.     Rod-  turns  to 
ney,  deceived  by  this  unexpe<jled  proceeding,  Europe, 
failed,  Mith  eleven  /hips  of  the  line  and  foijrfri-  Rodney 
gates,  to  the  coaft  of  America,  where  he  expect-  America, 
ed  again  to  encounter  his  old  opponent. 

TiiK  allied  American  and  French  aiiny  were  Effew^of 
not  lefs  Airpinf^d  by  this  movement  than  the  J.''*;^^  *r*^^" 
BritilJi  adrtilcal.     In  confident  expectation  of  Amaka, 
effectual  aicl   from  ile  Guichen,  great  prepa- 
rations had  been  made  for  expelling  theEnglifli 
from.  New  York;  but  anew  fyftem  of  opera-" 
tion  now  becoming  neceflary,  an  interview  was 
effefted  between  Waiiiingtou  and  the  French, 
commanders,  at  Hartford  in  Connecticut,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  mid-way  between  the  two  camps. 

Iv   this  interval  occurred  one  of  the  moil' Dcfcaion 
extraordinary  incidents  of  the  war.      General  ofArnoUU 

Y  3  Arnold 
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CHAP.  Arnold  was,  from  his  talents  and  approved  ra- 
-j^^'  lour,  confidered  a  chief  fupporter  ot  the  Amc*- 
1780.     rican  caufe :  he  embraced  it  with  enthufiafin, 
and  frort  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  had 
by  his  aSivity  and  genius,  rendered  effential 
fervices,  at  leaft  equal  to  any  perfon  engaged  in 
the  American  revolt.     He  was  defcended  from 
one  of  the  beft  families  in  New  England  ;  his 
anceftor,  Benedid  Arnold,  being  the  firft  gover- 
nor of  Rhode  Ifland.     The  fuperiority  of  ht^ 
addrefs  and  attainments  rendered  him  ail  object 
of  fufpicion  and  diflike  to  the  lefs  refined  meiii- 
bers  of  congrefs.     After  the  evacuation  of  Ca- 
nada in  1776,  his  merits  were  treated  with  dif- 
regard ;  he  was  overlooked  in  a  lift  of  promo- 
tions, and  fubjeded  to  the  command  of  thofi^ 
who  had  been  his  inferiors.     His  accounts  were 
at  the  fame  time  left  in  an  unfettled  ftate,  and' 
reports  propagated  injurious  to  his  charafter  fot 
integrity.     In  vain  he  folicited  redrefs,  ahd  ther 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  revile  his  ac-»- 
counts  ;  in  vain  Walhingtoh  interefted  himfelf 
in  his  behalf,  and  proved  the  juftice  of  his  re- 
queftSj  difplaying  with  proper  warmth  his  me- 
rits,   "  as  a  judicious,  brave  ofBccr,  of  great  ^ 
activity,  enterprize,  and  perfeverance;"*  -con- 
grefs feemed  refolved  on  the  difgrace  of  Arnold, 
and    therefore    did   not    take   kny    meafures 
for  the  adjufitnent  of  his    demands."    After 
rendering  feveral  intermediate  fervices,  parti- 
cularly by  the  fagacious  advice  which  ^enabled" 
Wafliington  to  effeft  the  furprife  at  Trenton,' 
Arnold  was  employed  under  Gates  ag-ainft  Bur- 
goyne ;    but  notwithftanding  his  fubordinate 

«  See  V^aftiington'sletlef  to  cengreft,  dated  izth  Ma)r,  1777,  in 
Wafliingtoo's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  72.  The  docutnent  is  of  confiderable 
importance  in  eftimating  the  chaiader  of  Arnold^  and  the .  conduft 
ic/  coDgrcfs  towards  bim, 
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ftation,  his  a6iivity  and  judgment  dire£i;ed.the  CAAP. 
moft  important  proceedings ;  he  was  confidered  ^^^* 
in  the  Britifh  camp  as  the  efficient'  commander  i^so. 
of  the  oppofing  army,  and  his  promptitude  in 
changing  the  difpofition  of  a  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican forces,  unauthorized  hy  Gates,  was  a  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  the  capture  of  the  Britifh  army.* 
His  conduct  in  this  fituation  was  not  exempt 
from  cavil ;  but  the  brilliancy  of  his  achieve- 
ments filenced  for  a  time  the  clamours  of  ma* 
levolcnce.  On  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
he  was  placed  in  an  official  fituation  for  the 
protedion  of  property,  and  fecuving  that  which 
was  confifcated.  Here  his  ftyle  of  living  was 
imputed  to  him  as  a  crime;  he  received  thfi^ 
Frebch  plenipotentiary,  lodged,  and  entertain- 
ed him  in  a  manner  which  difgufted  the  pai-fi- 
monioua  Aoiericans  ;  the  circumftances  of  his 
fortune  were  minutely  inveftigated,'  and  report- 
ed to  be  unequal  to  the  fplendour  of  his  efta- 
bliihment ;  repoits  Mere  fpread  tha^t  he  had 
irretrievably  deranged  his  affairs  by  defperate 
and  unfucciefsful  exertions  in  trade  and  priva- 
teering; and  he  was  accufed  of  peculation. 
At  the  fame  time  the  fVeedom  with  which  he  J^^T  ^779* 
had  exprefled  himfelf  againft  the  alliance  with 
France,  was  implacably  remembered.  When  his 
charafter  was  rendered  fufpicious  and  odious 
by  fuch  means,  and  liis  military  exploits  no 
longer  the  objefts.  of  immediate  confideration, 
conffrefs  referred  hisaccounts  toaboardof  com- 
imiffionecs,  who  rejefted  above  half  his  demands ; 
Arnold  appealed  againft  their  decifion  to  a  com^- 
ipittce  or  congrels ;  but  their  report  was  ftill 
more  difadvantageous.  It  is  alfo  aflerted  tjiat^ 
^e  was  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  embezzling 
national  property,  ;jind  reprimaade3  in  public  by 

T  4  Waihington"^ 
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CHAP.  Wafhingtofl,  in  puifaance  of  the  fentcncc. * 
XXXIX.    This  account,  'however,   appears  highly    im- 
^"^^^    probable,   confidering  that  Wafliingtoti  con- 
tinued to  repofe   in  him   the  moil  implicit 
confidence,  leaving  in  his  charge  the  import- 
ant poft  of  Weft  Point,  in  the  high-lands  on- 
the  North  river,  effential  to  the  communication 
between  the  northern  and  middle  colonies,  and 
denominated,  from   its    unaflailable  ftrength, 
the  Gibraltar  of  North  America. 
Fate  of  Arnold  folicited  the  command  of  this  poft 

A*i*^  ^"'y  "v^iih  the  view  of  rendering  an  important 
fcrvice  to  the  Englifli.  He  had  been  m  cor- 
refpondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  eighteen 
months,  and  in  that  period  had  fupplied  much 
valuable  information.  He  commenced  the 
communication  by  declaring  his  refolution  to- 
renounce  the  American  caufe,  in  confequence 
of  the  French  alliance,  requiring  only  per- 
fonal  fafety,  and  indemnity  for  the  property  he 
muft  facritice.  Clinton  readily  embraced  his 
propofal,  hoping  that  by  fome  fignal  and  ade-- 
quate  benefit  he  would  make  atonement  for  the 
injuries  he  had  done  his  country.  The  mo- 
ment now  feemed  to  have  arrived,  as  the  furren- 
der  of  Weft  Point,  and  its  dependent  pofts, 
would  have  been  a  fatal  blow  to  the  American 
caufe.  A  negotiation  was  accordingly  com- 
Bienced,  and  Avhen  tlie  projc(^l;  was  ripe  for 
*ift  Sep.  execution,  major  Andr6,  adjutant-general  of  the 
Britiih  army,  an  officer  in  whofe  prudence  and 
addrefs  Sir  Henry  Clinton  repofed  the  greateft 
confidence,  and  who  had  chiefly  condufted 
the  correfpondcnce  between  him  and  Arnold, 
was  commiflioned  to  adjuft  the  final  arrange- 
mpnt*     He  was  conveyed  from  the  Vulture 

^  See  Remembrancer^  vol.  xi.  loo. 

f  Major  Andie  volupteei'cd  hi8  frrvicesy  and  was  permitted  to 

S>  on  4he  enUrpriie  much  again^  tlic  inclination-  «t  Sir  Henry 
UatDB.  ... 

.  floop 
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floop  by  night,  in  a  boat  difpatched  by  Arnold,   ch  ap* 
landed  on  neutral  sround,  and  held  a  confereiice  ^^xix. 
vith  him  till  the  approach  of  day.     The  Ame-      17^. 
rican   general,    fearful  of  difcovery,  advifed  ,31^15-^^ 
Andr6  not  to  return  on  board  the  Vulture,  but 
conveyed  him  to  a  place  of  concealment  within 
the  American  lines,    where  he  remained   till 
night     During  the  day,  the  floop  had  fliifted 
her  polition,  and  the  boatmen  refuting  to  con- 
vey Andr6  on  board,  he  was. compelled  to  at- 
tempt reaching  New  York  by  land;  and,  by 
the  direftion  of  Arnold,  changed  his  regimen- 
tals for  a  plain  fuit,  and  received   a  pafsport 
under  the  name  of  John  Anderfon.     In  all 
thefe  particulars  he  afted  in  contradiction  to 
the  exprefs    injun6lions  of  -his  general,  who 
char<>fed  him  not,  on  any  account,  to  change 
his  name  or  drefs,  or  poflefshimfelf  of  writings  : 

by  which  the  nature  of  his  embally  might  be 
traced ;  all  which  major  Andr^  had  the  can- 
dour to  avow  after  he  had  been  arrefted,  in  a 
letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  ftill  of  gratitude 
and  refpecl:**  but  Arnold's  life  had  already  been 
endangered  by  the  failure  of  a  plan  for  meeting, 
and  a  repugnance  to  expofehim  again  to  fimilar 
hazard,  probably  fway^d  major  Andr6. 

Protected  by  the  paffport,  he  had  already  »3ascpu 
pafled  the  lines,  and  concei  ved  hixnfelf  free  from 
danger,  when  a  patroleof  three  men. fp rang  from 
a  wood,  and  feij^ed  his  horfe.  In  a  moment  of 
furprife*  the  imfortunate  Aridr6  inquired  of  the 
foldiers  "  whence  they  came  ?"  and  to  their 
anfwer,  "  from  below,"  replied,  "  and  fo  am  I/* 
avowing  himfelf  to  be  a  Britilh  otKeer.  He 
difcovered  his  error  too  late;  the  captors 
fcarched  him,  and,  finding  feveral  papers  con- 

^  Sec  tliis  well  written  and  mofi  aficQionate  kttefj  in  the  Annual 
Jlegiftcr  for  the  fame  year,  .  -  •        ' 

cealcd 
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chAp.  cealed  in  various  parts  of  his  drefs,  carried  liim 

2^J^-  before  their  cominander ;  rdiftingthe  offers  of 

»7Sa.     his  watch  and  money,  and  promifes  of  future 

advantages,  if  they  would  accompany  him  to 

New  York. 

DiTRiN  o  his  examination beforethe  American 
colonel  of  militia,  Andre  continued  his  alFunied 
name  of  John  Anderfon,  and  had  fufficient 
addiefs  to  obtain  the  tranfmifiian  of  a  letter 
to  Arnold,  who  efcaped  to  the  Bi"iti(h  head- 
quarters. The  captive  had  now  no  further  oc- 
cafion  for  difguife ;  he  wrote  to  Walhington  a 
f«U  and  frank  ftatement  of  the  circumftances 
which  oocafioned  his  being  M'ithin  the  Ameri* 
can  lines,  difculpating  himfelf  from  the  impu- 
tation of  being  a  fpy,  and  demanding,  "  what- 
ever might  be  his  fate,  a  decent  treatment." 
^Sept.  Wasuingtok  rcfened  the  cafe  to  aboard 
of  fourteen  general  officers,  all  Americans,  ex- 
cept laFayette  and  the  baron  deSteuljcn,  before 
whom  major  Andr6  was  compelled  to  appear. 
The  fads  alleged  againit  him  were  chiefly  dxawa 
from  his  own  letters,  and  fupported  by  his  own 
anfwers  to  interrogatories  unfairly  adminiftered^ 
while  he  was,  by  dtuation,  prec^luded  froizi  the 
advantage  of  adducing  explanatory  teftimi>ny: 
the  board  reported,  that,  agreeably  to  the  law: 
iad  ufage  of  nations^  he  ought  to  fuifer  dearth. 
zs  a  fpy, 

From  the  nwment  of  his  captarc  no 
exertions  were  fpared  to  avert  his  fate.  Colo-, 
fiel  Robinfon,  commander  of  the  loyal  Ame- 
.  ricans,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  was 
(incerely  attached  to  Andre,  wrote  to  Waih- 
ington,  affirming  that  he  had  been  feut  to 
confer^  under  a  flag  of  truce.  Arnold  cer- 
tified  the  fame*  faft,  and  further  infifted,  that 
every  fubfequent  proceeding  had  been  fanc- 

tioned 
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tionedby  lii»  authority,  Avhich  he  had  a  right  chap* 
to  exercife  according  to  his  difcretion;    Thefe  ^^Sw^ 
letters  were  produced  before  the  board  of  officers ;     i7*»* 
but  a  previous  queftion  was  artfully  put  to  the 
captive,  who  in  anfwer  is  faid  to  have  denied 
<;oming  on  fliore  with  a  flag  of  truce.* 

After  promulgation  of  the  fentence,  Sir  ao^J^^l '^ 
Henry  Clinton  deputed  lieutenant-general  Ro- 
bertfen,  with  Andrew  Elliot,  efquire,  and  the 
honourable  William  Smith,  governor  and  chief 
juftice  of  New  York,  to  ftate  fuch  fafts  as 
could  not  be  difclofed  to  the  board.  Wafliing- 
ton  would  not  receive  them,  but  appointed 
general  Greene,  prefident  of  the  court  which 
•ondemned  Andr6,  to  meet  general  Robertfon, 
the  perfons  who  accompanied  him  fiot  being 
permitted  to  land.  In  this  conference,  general 
kobertfon  pleaded  the  caufe  of  humanity. 
Urged  the  friendfliip  of  the  commander  in 
chief  towards  the  obje6l  of  interceffion,  the 
hazard  many  Americans  would  incur  in  cafe 
of  retaliation,  and  the  previous  moderatioqi'- 
of  Clinton,  who  on  fevcral  occafions  had  ihewn 
the  moft  humane  attention  to  general  Wafli- 
Jngton*s  interceffion  in  favour  of  avowed  fpies, 
ind  had  ftill  in  his  power  many  delinquents. 
Robertfon  offi?red  to  prove,  by  unexception- 
able teftiraony,  that  Andr6  went  on  fliore 
in  a  boat,^  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  with 
the  knowledge,  and  under  the  proteftion  of 
Arnold,  who  was  commander  of  the  diftrift;* 
and  he  ftrbngly  urged  the  injuftice  of  confider- 

.  *  The  faft  of  Andre  bavmg  given  facli  an  anfwer  is  only  ftrored'bT 
&e  report  publiihed  by  congrefs }  bnt  it  may  reafonably  be  doubted* 
confidering  their  report  to  be  the  only  one  extant,  and  that  the  pnfo«- 
aer  had  neither  advocate,  witnefs,  or  friend  on  the  fpot. 

'  k  This  uneoMradi£led  aflertion  of  the  fame  fa£l,  after  thedeci(ioQ. 
of  the  board  of  officers^  renden  Andrews  pretended  confeiSoQ  addi^ 
liooaily  doubtfuL    . 

ing 
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CHAP,  ing  major  Andre  as  a  fpy,  merely  on  the  foun-^ 
XXXIX.  ja^fJQn  ^f  ^n  improper  phrale  in  a  letter  to 
Wafhington.  None  of  thefe  arguments  or 
propofals  had  the  defired  efteft;  and  an  oftbr 
to  exchange  for  the  intended  viftira,  any 
prifoner  whom  the  Americans  lliould  fcle6i,  was 
equally  difregarded.     Finding  his  arguments 

and  offers  encountered  hy  an  iufurmountable 

« 

obfiinacy,  which  mi<>ht  be  attributed  to  the 
rancour  of  the  contcft,  Uobertfon  propoled  a 
reference  to  diftrntercftcd  i-breigners,  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  war  and  of  nations,  and  in- 
dicated fi-cnerals  Knvphaufcn  and  Rocham- 
beau ;  but  this  candid  propofttion  was  not^ 
complied  with.  A  letter  written  by  Arnold, 
repeating  his  explanations  of  Andre's  fituation, 
and  threatening  retaliation  if  the.  fcntence 
againft  him  was  executed,  produced,  as  might 
he  expefted,  no  good  effect;  every  feutiment  of 
humanity  and  policy  was  abforbed  in  the  bafe 
defire  of  revenge  :  Waihington  juftified  the 
decifion  of  the  board ;  and,  to  their  indelible 
difgrace,  no  French  officer  interfered,  ni  a 
caufe  fo  interefting  to  a  polite  and  humane 
people ;  on  the  contrary,  la  Fayette  urged  the 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  captive  with  peculiar 
malignity. 

The  compaffion  which  was  baniflicd  from 
the  breafts  of  the  fupcrior  officers,  was  amply' 
difplayed  by  the  fubalterns  and  privates  of  the 
American,  a^d  by  all  ranks  of  the  Britifh  army. 
They  could  not  contemplate  without  fenfible 
emotion,  a  youth  in  the  prime  of  life,  brave, 
amiable,  and  highly  accompliflied,  doomed  to 
an  ignominious  death,  for  an  a6l  which  could 
not  be  imputed  to  adiftiononrable  motive^  and 
which  if  it  might,  by  forced  conftruftion,  fub- 
jc6t  him  to  fcntence,  as  a  fpy,  left  ueverthclefs. 

a  wide 
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a  Wide  and  honourable  diltinction  bet^\Ten  liis  CHAF, 
conduct,  and  that  ufiially  purfued  by  peifons  in  ^^^ 
the  like  fituation.  The  whole  behaviour  of  this  *7*o» 
amiable  officer  M'as  diftinguiflicd  by  magnani- 
mity, and  jealous  regard  for  his  reputation. 
During  his  examination,  for  it  could  not  be 
called  a  trial,  he  ftudiouflv  avoided  everv  dif- 
clofure  which  misfht  afleft  the  interefts  or 
charafters  of  thofewith  whom  he  had  been  en- 
gaged. He  received  the  fcntence  without 
alarm  or  dejeftion,  acknowledged  the  politenefs 
with  which  he  was  treated  during  his  capti- 
vity, and  only  folicited  the  fad  privilege  of 
dying  by  the  mufket  like  a  foldier,  and  not  by 
the  cord  like  a  common  felon.  Uninformed  ^^  o^ 
whether  his  requeft  w^ould  be  granted,  he  walked 
with  firmnefs,  compofure,  and  dignity,  towards 
the  place  of  execution,  arm-in-arm  with  the 
officers  of  his  guard.  At  fight  of  the  prepara- 
tions which  announced  the  difs^race  rcferved 
for  his  final  moments ;  he  exclaimed  with 
emotion,  "  muft  I  then  die  in  this  manner?" 
^^but  foon  recovering  his  Compofure,  he  added, 
"  it  will  be  but  a  momentary  pang."  With 
an  unruffled  countenance,  he  afcended  the  cart, 
defiring  that  the  fpedators  would  atteft  his 
courage  at  the  great  moment  of  the  termina- 
tion of  his  exillencc.*  In  the  opinion  of  all 
liberal  and  generous  minded  men,  the  man- 
ner of  the  execution  was  infinitely  more 
difgraceful  to  Wafliington  and  la  Fayette/ 
than  to  the  unhappy  lufferer.  His  general, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  never  ccafed  to  lament 
the  unworthy  fate  of  this  amiable  and  accon\* 
plilhcd  young  man,  wiio  was  adorned  with  th^' 

1  See  the  pipers,  Ietrers»  ke,  ob    this  fubjf^^  in  the  B^trsm-* 
hnsicer,  vol.  xL  p.  i.  aiui  ioi» 

rare  ft 
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CHAP,  rareft  endowments  of  nature  and  of  education, 
^xxxix.  and  (had  he  lived)  could  not  but  baveattained 
^■^^T'  to  the  higheft  honours  of  his  profeffion. 

Arnold  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of; 
Arnold's  brigadier-general  in  the  Britiili  fervice.  In 
t»rociaina.  vindication  of  his  condu6l,  he  iflued  "  an 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America,"  in 
which  he  unfolded  the  faftious  and  falfe  pre* 
tenccs  by  which  congrefs  had  effcfted  the 
reparation  of  the  colonies  from  the  mother- 
country,  and  eftabliflied  an  arbitrary  tyranny 
over  the  lives  and  properties  of  their  fellow 
fubjefts ;  M'hile  with  abjeft  meannefs  they 
crouched  before  the  emiffaries  of  France,  their 
natural  enemy,  M^ho  had  neither  will  nor  power 
to  proteft  them.  He  confidered  the  war,  on 
the  part  of  America,  defenfive  till  France 
joined  in  the  combination;  but  denied  that, 
when  the  fecond  propofals  w^ere  made  by  Bri- 
tifli  commiffioners,  America  was  entangled  in 
the  alliance  with  that  country.  The  overtures 
were  avowed  by  the  whole  continent  to  ex- 
ceed the  wifhes  and  expe6lations  of  the  people, 
ind  if  fufpicion  of  the  national  fincerity  ex- 
ifted,  it  could  be  founded  only  on  the  extreme 
liberality  of  the  offers.  He  lamented  the  im- 
policy, tyranny,  and  contemptuous  injuftice, 
with  which  congrefs  had  ftudioufly  negleded 
faking  the  colledive  fentiments  of  the  people 
on  the  Britifli  propofitions,  as  a  dangerous  facri* 
fice  of  the  great  interefts  of  America,  to  the 
partial  views  of  a  proud,  ancient,  and  crafty 
foe.  The  pretended  treaty  of  Verfailles 
amounted  only  to  an  overture,  the  people  6f 
America  had  Qiven  no  authority  to  conclude 
^it,  nor  had  they  ever  fanclioned  its  ratifica- 
tion ;  even  the  articles  of  confederation  were 
xiot  yet  figncd.  Preferring,  therefore,  the  fin- 
cere 
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cere  overtures  of  Great  Britain,  to  tlie  infidious   chap, 
offers  of  France,  he  had  determined  to  retain   ?"2S' 
his  arms  and  command  only  till  an  opportunity      17J11. 
fljould  occur  of  furrendering  them,  and  ac- 
complifhing  an  event  of  decifive  importance, 
which  in  its  execution  would  prevent  the  effu- 
lion  of  blood.    The  great  political  truths  con- 
tained  in  this  addrefs  were  not  capable  of 
refutation  ;   but  the  general's /Account  of  lih 
own  condu6l  and  motives  was  examined  with 
great  fe  verity.*' 

In  Jt  fiibfequent  proclamation,  addreffed 
"  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continen- 
tal army,  who  have  the  real  intereft  of  tlieit 
country  at  heart,  and  who  are  determined  no 
longer  to.  be  the  tools  and  dupes  of  congrefs, 
or  of  France/'  Arnold  made  ftrong  appeals  to 
the  interefts,  neceflities,  -and  prejudices  of  his 
countrj^men.  lie  offered  thofe  who  would  join 
the  Briti/li  ftandard,  rank,  bounty,  and  liberal 
allowance  for  their  horfes,  arms,  and  accoutre- 
ments. He  imputed  their  diftrefs,  want  of 
pay,  hunger  and  nakeduefs,  to  the  negligent 
contempt  and  corruption  of  congrefs.  America, 
he  obferved,  was  now  only  a  land  of  widows, 
orphansj  and  beggars,  and  iliould  the  parent 
nation  ceafe  her  exertions,  no  fecurity  would 
remain  for  enjoying  the  confolations  of  that 
religion  for  which  the  anceliors  of  the  people 
had  braved  the  ocean,  the  heathen,  and  the 
wildernefs.  He  hinifelf  had  lately  feen  the 
mean  and  profligate  congrefs  at  mafs  for  the  .    ; 

foul  of  a  Roman  catholic  in  purgatory,  and 
participating  in  the  rites  of  a  church,  againft 
vhofe  anti-chriflian  corruptions,  the  pious  an* 
cefiors  of  the  Americans  would  have  witnelTed 

^  See  RtmeiDbraocer,  Tol.  x.p.  344.  vol.  xi  p.  xoo* 

with 
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Vitli their  blood. '  Contrary  to  all  expeftatioti, 
this  proclamation  produced  no  effeft :  the 
neceffities  of  the  American  army  were  not  re- 
lieved, but  fhame  and  indig-nation  produced  a 
decifive  conduft;  the  ambition  of  fiiftaining  a 
refpeftable  charaSer  in  company  with  their 
new  aflbciates  the  French,  contributed  to  give 
energy  to  the  diftatcs  of  patriotifm,  and  from 
this  period,  the  defertions  fo  frequently  com- 
plained of  occurred  no  more.  • 

No  military  tranfadion  of  note  diftincruiflied 
the  remainder  of  the  campaign  ;  but  the  ex- 
change of  the  Bi'itifli  army,  captured  at  Sara- 
toga was  at  length  accompliflicd.  The  perfi- 
dious policy  of  congrcfs  towards  thefe  brave 
men,  had  lone:  been  undefended  even  bv  their 
warmeft  partisans,  and  the  American  prifoners 
taken  at  Charlcftown,  had  friends  fufficiently 
numerous  and  clamorous  to  compel  their  rulers 
to  an  a6l  of  juftice,  fo  fhamefully  evaded  and 
delayed. 

In  the  European  feas,  feveral  gallant  and 
fpirited  actions  redounded  to  the  glory  of  the 
Britiili  flag.  Befides  thcfe,  admiral  Gearj', 
who  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Channel 
fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  made 
prize  of  twelve  French  merchantmen,  part  of 
a  convoy  from  Port-au-Princc.  This  advan- 
tage  was  amply  overbalanced  by  the  capture 
fm ore  than  forty  Eaft  and  Well  India  ihips, 
which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  combined 
French  and  Spanifli  fquadrons,  and  were  car« 
ried  into  Cadiz.     The  value  of  the  acquifition 

"  Sec  the  proclahiatlon,  Remembrancer,  vol,  xi.  p.  so.  It  can 
now  be  confidertd  only  on  the  level  of  an  ordinary  recruiting  hand- 
bill ;  although  it  once  deiii'ed,  from  the  chacn^kr  and  circumftances 
of  the  author,  a  momentary  celebrity. 

**  Kainlay,  vol.  ii.  p.  X04. 

was 
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vas  very  large,  and  peculiarly  injurious  to  the   chap. 
Britifh  interefts,  as  it  comprized  military  ftores    J^^^^il^' 
efl'ential  to   the   defeace  of  the  fettlemeirts.      17S0. 
The  number  of  prifoners  was  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fixty-five ;    and  the  event 
occafioned  the  mod  lively  exultation  in  the 
enemy,    and  proportionate    diflatisfaftion    in 
England:  the  mode  of  employing  the  Channel 
fleet  was  feverely  arraigned,  and  Geary  foou 
refigned  the  command;    which  being  refufed 
by  Harrington,  was  conferred  on  Darby. 

The  Americans  too  were  not  without  their  Quebec 
fliare  of  naval  fuccefs :  fome  of  their  privateers  ?**^**^** 
intercepted  the  outward-bound  Quebec  fleet,  a^cH- 
off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  and  though  «"»*• 
feveral  veflels  were  afterwards  recaptured,  !«■* 
cured  fourteen  valuable  fhips. 


\ 
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CHAPTER  THE   FORTIETH  : 
1780 — 1781. 

Meeting  of  the  new  parliament  —  eleSion  of  a 
fpeake^ — king's Jpeeck  —  debates  on  the  ad- 
drejes.  —  Rife  and  progrefs  of  the  difpute 
beizveen  Great  Britain  and  Holland.  —  Ac- 
count  of  the  armed  neutrality.  —  Laurens 
taken.  —  Difcovery  of  a  treaty  between  Hol- 
land and  America  —  war  declared  —  mejfage 
to  parliament  —  appointment  of  delegates. — 
Burke's  plan  of  economy  renewed -^ frfi 
Jpfiech  of  the  honourable  William  Pitt —  the 
bill  rejeSled — other  popular  efforts. — Sheri- 
dan's motion  refpecting  the  military. — Peti- 
tion of  the  delegates. — Motions  refpecting 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer — and  for  a  committee  on 
the  American  war. — Cloje  ofthefeffion. 


Qn  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament^  the 

election  of  a  fpeaker  occafioned  a  ftrenuous 

1780.  debate.  The  decided  hoftility  of  Sir  Fletcher 
vfto^^.  Norton  during  the  laft  feffion,  precluded  him 
Padia"^^  from  the  hope  of  nomination  by  the  miniftry. 
xncnt.  Lord  George  Germaine,  lamenting  that  the  de- 
Eicaionof  clining  health  of  the  late  fpeaker  rendered  him 
*  ^  ^^*  no  longer  capable  of  fo  laborious  an  office, 
propofed  William  Wolfran  Cornwall  to  fill  the 
chair. 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  in  anfuer  to  thele 
infmcere  condolences,  declared,  that  his  health 
was  perfedly  re-eftabli(hed,  and  complained  of 
the  unkind  treatment  which  he  experienced 
from  adminiftration,  after  having,  at  their  re- 
^  quefi, 
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queft,  retained  fo  laborious  a  fituation  during  chap. 
two  whole  feffions,  contrary  to  the  advice  of   ^^^' 
his  phyficians,  and  at  the  peril  of  his  life.     The      ty%o. 
members  of  oppofition  infifted,  that  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  was  facrificed  to  minifterial  refentment, 
chiefly  on  account  of  his  memorable  addrefs  to 
the  king,  and  divided  the  houfe  on  his  re-elec- 
tion, which  was  negatived.*     He  was,  however,  aothNor, 
gratified  by  a  vote  .of  thanks  for  his  condu6l, 
which  was  conveyed  to  him,  in  flattering  terms,  ift  Feb. 
bv  his  fucceffor.  '^^'- 

The  king,  in  his  fpeech,  expreffed  unnfual  i ft  Nor. 
fatisfaftion  in  meeting  parliament  at  a  period,  J^Jig'^ 
when  the  late  elcAions  would  fupply  certain  in-  fpeccb. 
formation  of  the  wifhes  and  difpofition  of  the 
people,  to  which  he  was  always  inclined  to  pay 
the  utmoft  attention  and  regard.  He  com- 
plained of  the  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  the 
Bourbon  family ;  but  hoped  the  late  fucceffes 
in  Georgia  and  Carolina  would  be  attended 
with  important  confequences,  in  bringing  the 
war  to  a  happy  conclusion.  Safe  and  honour- 
able terms  of  peg,ce  could  only  be  fecured  by 
fuch  powerful  and  refpeftable  preparations,  as 
would  fhew  in  Great  Britain  a  firm  refokition 
not  to  receive  the  law  from  any  powers  what- 
ever, and  to  decline  no  difficulty  or  hazard  in 
defending  the  country,  and  preferving  its  effen-* 
tial  interefts.  His  majefty  declared  his  intire 
confidence  in  the  zeal  and  afteftions  of  parlia- 
ment; confcious  that,  during  his  whole  reign, 
the  conftant  objeft  of  his  care,  and  wifli  of  his 
heart,  had  been  to  promote  the  true  interefts 
and  happinefs  of  all  his  fubje6ts,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  inviolate  the  conftitution,  both  in  church 
and  ftate. 

^  ao3  to  i34« 

z  ^  In 
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CHAP.       In  the  upper  houfe,  an  amendment  was  moved 
^^^^    on  the  addrefs,  but  the  debate  was  not  diftin- 
1780.      guiihed  by  novelty  or  vigour.^     The  amend- 
ift  Nov.     nient  in  the  commons  was  more  ably  fupported ; 
Debates      though  the  difcuffiou  M^as  not  fo  interefting  as 
addrcfs.      on  many  iimilar  occafions.     The  friends  of  ad- 
6th  Nov.     miniftration  inferred  ^topics  of  confolation  from 
the  heterogeneous  combination  of  France  and 
Spain  M'ith  America;  the  impoflibility  of  cor- 
diality in  fuch  an  union,  or  of  happy  refults  to 
a  caufe,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  liberty  and  the 
Proteftant  religion,  when   protefted  only   by 
bigotted  Catholics,   and  powers  from  whofe 
vocabulary  the  word  freedom  was  expunged. 
It  was  reprefented  as  a  great  advantage,  that 
England  was  without  allies;  fince  no  league 
againft    a  power    compafcl;  within  itfelf,    and 
combining  its  energies  by  unanimity  of  coun- 
cil, had  ever  yet  been  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The    conteft  with    America  ^vas    reprefented 
as  more  profperous  than  at  any  previous  period 
fmce  the  convention  at  Saratoga. 

General  Smith  denied  the  affertion :  the 
circumftances  of  the  country,  he  faid,  were  in- 
finitely worfe;  and,  fince  the  aifair  of  Trenton, 
every  military  man  had  clearly  difcerned,  that 
all  attempts  to  fubdue  America  were  fruitlefs 
prodigalities  of  blood  and  treafure.  Fox  ad- 
roired  the  gallantry  and  good  conduCl  of  lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  officers  at  Camden ;  but 
would  not  thank,  even  his  own  brother,  who 
was  at  that  period  ferving  in  America,  for  lau- 
rels gathered  in  a  M^ar  which  he  hated  and  dc- 
tefted,  regarding  it  as  the  fountain-head  of  all 
tiie  mifchief  and  calamities  Mhich  opprell'ed 
this  mifcrable  nation.     He  ridiculed  the  hopes 

^  Tht  diviiion  was  18  to  23. 

cxpreffed 
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€Kpreffed  in  the  fpeech,  founded  on  the  late  vie-   chap. 
toiies.     Expectation  had  been  equally  ardent    ,J^]^ 
when  the  Americans  were  defeated  at  Long      1780* 
Ifland ;  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine  was  expected 
to  occafiou  the  immediate  reduftionof  all  the 

Erovinces,  and  extermination  of  American  re- 
ellion ;  and  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  had 
produced  hopes  no  lefs  extravagant.     Events 
had  conftantly  belied   thefe  fanguine  predic- 
tions ;  and  yet,  in  fpite  of  experience,  parlia- 
ment were  taught  to  anticipate  glorious  confe- 
quenceSy  if  the  late  fuccelFes  in  Carolina  were 
purfued  with  vigour.     To  him  the  capture  of 
Charleftown  conveyed  only  the  alarming  cer- 
tainty that  minifters  were  deceived  in  believing 
the  majority  of  the  Americans  friendly  to  the 
Britifli  Government.     The  people  of  Carolina, 
notwithftanding  their  oaths,  had  flocked,  even 
with   their  arms,    to  the  ftandard  of  Gates. 
Every  gleam  of  fuccefs  had  hitherto  been  the 
forerunner  of  misfortune :  the  lofs  of  the  w^hole 
army  fucceeded  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga ; 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelpliia  followed  an- 
other fuccefs  ^  and  no  fooner  was  the  furrendcr 
of  Charleftown  announced,  than  a  new  difafter 
was  expefted,  and  in  part  experienced,  in  the 
lofs  of  Rhode  Ifland,  the  only  good  M'inter- 
harbour  in  all  America.     He  had  no  objection 
io  that  part  of  the  addrefs  which  congratulated 
his  majefty  on  a  late  addition  to  his  family* 
Long  might  his  domeftic  enjoyments  incrcafe ; 
they  were  the  only  eojayments  he  poflelfcd. 
Unfortunate  in  every  other  refped;  uufortu^ 
Date  abroad,  and  unfortunate  in  the  condufl:  of 
civil  affairs  at  home,  he  was  happy,  and  enti- 
tled to  congratulation  in  private  life.     Mr.  Fox 
would  not  acknowledge  the  bleflings  enjoyed 
under  his  majefty's  government.    ^'  How  long,'* 

z  3  he 
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he  exclaimed,  "  fhall  the  facred  fliield  of  ma* 
jefty  be  inteqjofed  for  the  protedion  of  a  weak 
T^sIT^  adminiftration  ?.    The  word  is  made  fubfervient 
to  every  legerdemain  trick,  and  every  illufioii 
dictated  by  convenience.     If  by  the  bleffings 
of  his  majefty's  reign  are  underflood  the  perfo- 
nal  virtues  of  the  fovereign,  I  am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge them  with  reljpeft,  and  with  reve- 
rence ;  but,  if  the  phrafe  implies  the  afts  and 
prqieds  of  his  minitters,  I  deteft  and  reprobate 
them  :  the  whole  reign  has  been  one  continued 
feries  of  difgrace,  misfortune,  and  calamity." 
He  then  defcanted  with  great  ffeverity  on  the 
manner  of  diflblving  the  late  parliament ;  and 
compared  the  famous  vote  refpeAing  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown,  to  the  death-bed  confef- 
Cons,  and  mock-penitence  of  other  abandoned 
profligates,  who,  in  their  laft  moments,  admo- 
nifhed  others  to  avoid  thofe  courfes  which  oc- 
cafioned  a  premature  and  untimely  end. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.*  No  other 
bufinefs  of  importance  was  difcufled  till  the 
6th  Dec.  recefs ;  the  ordmary  tranfa6tions  of  fupply,  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  corpus,  the  incidental 
complaints  refpefting  returns,  and  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  commanders  in  America,  engag- 
ing the  principal  attention  of  thehoufe. 
Difputc  The  time  was  now  arrived  when  Great  Bri- 

with  Hoi-    tain  was  to  rank  Holland,   her  ancient  ally, 
*"  "         among  the  number  of  her  declared  enemies. 

1775.  At  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between 

Sat'^owcf  G^^^^  Britain  and  her  colonies,  Holland,    in 

^°^*  *  conformity  with  the  conduft  of  other  European 

powers,  forbad  the  export  of  ammunition  and 

ftores  for  one  year ;  but  when   the  fuccefs  of 

the  coloniils,  and  the  declaration  of  indepen- 

«  91%  tp  130, 
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deuce,  afforded  flattering  hopes  of  acquiring  a  chap, 
portion  of  that  commerce  Avhich  the  Engliih      xL. 
had  hitherto  monopolized,   Holland  began  to   ^"^^"^^ 
grafp  at  the  advantage,  and  encouraged  an  il- 
licit trade  with  America.     Every  motive  arif- 
ing  from  long  and  beneficial  alliance,  iimi* 
larity  in  religion,  and  political  interefts,  com- 
bined to  deter  Holland  from  a  modeof  condu6l 
tepugnant  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain :  but 
afa6iion,  in  the  French  intereft,  and  inimical 
to  the  ftadtholder,  influenced  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  government-   The  open  encouragement  «ift  Feb. 
afforded  to  American  privateers  in  the  Dutch  ^IJ^- 
Weft  India  iflands,    occafioned  a  long  corre-  monai  of 
fpondence,  which  terminated  in  the  delivery  of  ^^  jofeph 
a  fpirited  memorial  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the     ^^  * 
Britiih  embaflador  at  the  Hague,  who  com- 
plained of  the  attentions  paid  by  the  governor 
of  St.  Euftatia  to  veflels  under  the  American 
flag,**  and  his  refufal  to  redrefs  the  complaints 
of  the  council  of  St.  Chriftopher's.  He  required 
a  formal  difavowal  of  the  falute  by  fort  Orange, 
in  St  Euftatia,  to  a  rebel  fliip ;  and  the  recal 
of  the  governor.  Van  Graaf.     The  ftates  gene- 
ral were  charged  with  duplicity,  and  violation 
of  treaties;  andaflured,  that  unlefs  the  required 
fatisfadion  was  given,  the  king  would  not  be 
amufed  with  mere  aflurances;    or  delay  the 
adoption    of  meafures    due    to    the    interefts 
and  dignity  of  his  crown.     The  ftates  general  a^th  Mar. 
returned  an  humble  and  complying  anfwer,  j^^^^  ^ 
denying  an  intention  to  recogniic  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  and  confcuting  to  recal  Van 
Graaf;  but  they  complained  of  the  harih  terms 
in  the  memorial ;  and,  as  a  mark  of  indigna- 

*  The  word  corfaire  in  the  original  has  been  uniformly  tranilated 
firaU,  when  its  fair  meaAuig  is  only  privateer. 
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CHAP,  tion,  otdered  count  Welderen,  their  envoy  tx* 
XL.      traordinary  iji  London,  not  to  correfpond  on 
'"^^^   the  occafion  with  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  or  lord 
Suffolk,  the  fecretarv  of  ftate,  but  to  deliver 
his  memorial  to  the  king  in  perfon. 
Memorials       FuoM  this  period  a  fallen  civility  was  maip^ 
of  the        tained,  but  in  proportion  as  the  condufl:  of 
roci-chjints.  France  was  more  hoftile,  that  of  Holland  be- 
came lefs  ambiguous,   and  the  trade  openly 
maintained,   in    contraband   articles,    to    the 
French  coaft,  occafioned  the  feizure  of  feveral 
i»th  Sept.  Dutch  {hips.     In  confequence  of  three  angry 
'^^  '     memorials  prefented  to  the  ftates  general  by 
Dutch  merchants,  count  Welderen  made  com- 
plaints to  the  liritifli  court,  not  only  of  inter- 
ruptions of  commerce  in  the  European,  but  in 
19th  oa.   the  American  feas.     The  anfwer  of  tlie  fecre* 
tary  of  ftate  fct  forth,  in  mild  language,  the 
unprovoked  aggreffion  of  France;   from   the 
fuddcnnefs  of  the  event,  and  the  neceffity  of 
reftraining  the  exertions  of  that  crafiy  power, 
too  great  rigour  might  have  been  undefignedly 
exercifed  in  arrefting  neutral  veifels ;    l^ut  if 
anv  cart':ocs,  not  contraband,  had  been  {eized 
by  his  majel'ty\s  cruizers,  ample  indemnification 
ihould  be  made. 
s«rond  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  had  refided  in  Holland 

^  moiiai    twenty-fevcn  years,  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
joivph        with  the  ftate  and  temper  of  parties,  and  knew 
Ycrkc.       the  preponderance  of  French  intereft,  and  the 
»3d  No?,    fatal  fupineuefs  of  the  ftadtholder.     He  vindi- 
cated, in  an  able  memorial,  the  condud  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  while  he  difplayed  the  moderation 
of  the  king  in  not  plunging  Holland  into   a 
war,  by  demanding  the  fuccours  ftipulated  iix 
the  treaties  of  J 678,  and    17  J 6,  propofed  to 
difcufs  the  grievances  in  a  conference,  prefac- 
ing the  offer  with  an  tiflurance  that  the  pre- 

vtuitioa 
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vention  of  contraband  trade  lliould,   in  the   chap. 
mean  time,  be  fubjeft  to  no  interpretation  un*    ^^ 
varranted   by   the    rules  of  equity,  and  the     i77». 
practice  of  perfeft  generofity. 

This  propofal  ocQaiiontd  violent  exertious  8th Dec, 
among  the  French  party ;  the  duke  de  Vaagu-  ^^^^ 
yon,  emhallkdor  from  the  court  of  Verfaillcs,  Fjvnch 
endeavoured  to  pique  the  pride  and  intereft  of  P'*"/- 
the  Dutch,  by  demanding  a  clear  and  explicit 
determination  to  accept  or  renounce  the  ad- 
vantages of  commerce  proffered  by  a  decree  of 
the  French  council  of  ftate,  allowing  the  traf- 
fic in  naval  ttores  during  the  war.     The  pro-  i+t'*!"- 
pofition  was  not,  however,  accepted ;  and  the     '^''" 
French  court  repealed  the  permiffion  given  to 
Holland  of  trading  with  them  duty-free,  ad- 
jnitting   to  the  exclufive  enjoyment  of  this 
privilege,  Amfterdam    alone,    *'  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  patriotic  exertions  made  by  that 
city,  to  perfuade  the  republic  to  procure  from 
the  court  of  London,  the  fecurity  of  that  un- 
limited commerce  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch 
flag."*     Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  did  not  fail  to  repel  9tii  Ajv. 
the  calumnies  advanced  in  thefe  papers;    he 
expofedthe  diftatorial  tone  affumed  by  France, 
in  prefcribing  a  mode  of  conduft  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  ftates  general  towards  England, 
and  animadverted  with  proper  feverity  on  the 
attempt  to  make  diltin^tious  between  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  fame  republic,  fo  repug- 
nant to  the  union  and  independence  of  the 
itates  general. 

The  arts  and  influence  of  France  Avere,  how-  Sactrar$ 
ever,  morje  efFe6lual  than  the  remonftrances  of  ^«'n?n<i«<* 
J^ngland ;  and  when  Spain  was  added  to  the  hnd."*' 

•  .Thit  fafour  was  afterwards  extended  to  Harleo»  and  fobie* 
^DTDtly  to  the  wbole  province  of  Holland* 

hoftile 
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CHAP,  hoftile  combination,  the  ftriking  partiality  of 
^  '  Holland  towards  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
rendered  more  decifive  explanations  indifpen- 
fable.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  therefore,  in  purfuahce 
of  inftrudions  from  England,  demanded  from 
the  ftates  general  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  the 
feveral  treaties,  of  which  the  cafus  foederis  waa 
fully  explained  in 'the  fep'arate  article  of  1716. 
This  memorial  defcanted  on  the  uniuft  pro- 
ceedings of  France  and  Spain,  and  their  threats 
of  invafion,  and  declared,  that  the  moment  was 
an-ived  to  decide  whether  Great  Britain,  who 
had  fpilt  fo  much  blood,  and  expended  fo  much 
treafure  to  fucc our  others,  and  maintain  liberty 
and  religion,  was  to  be  abandoned  by  her  moft 
ancient  friends  and  allies,  and  left  unprotefted, 
except  by  her  own  courage  and  internal 
ftrength,  to  contend  againft  the  ambitious 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  who  endeavoured  to  crufli 
all,  for  the  purpofe  of  reigning  over  all.  The 
ikites  were  reminded  of  a  truth  which  they 
appeared  too  fatally  to  have  forgotten,  that 
their  hiftory  contained  little  more  than  a  detail 
of  dangers  fucceffively  created  by  the  ambition 
of  France  ;  and  that  their  bed  days  began  with 
their  union  with  England. 

While  the  government  of  Holland  evaded 
giving  a  definitive  anfwer  to  this  demand, 
the  advocates  of  the  Britifli  and  French  con- 
neftions  maintained  a  ftrenuous  paper  Mar. 
The  people,  in  fpite  of  the  allurements  with 
which  France  endeavoured  to  bias  their  judg- 
ment, did  not  relinquifti  their  partiality  for  the 
Englifli  alliance,  and  the  ftadtholder  was  firmly 
attached  to  the  fame  caufe ;  but  an  aftive  and 
refoUite  party,  who  poffeffed  the  greateft  fliare 
of  influence  and  power,  were  zealous  adherents  of 
France,  and  difpliyed  a  proportionaite  rancour 

againft 
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againft  Great  Britain.     The  increafing  ftrength  c  h  a  p. 
oi*  the;hoft i le  confederacy,  and  the  infults  offered   yj^^ 
to  the  Britilh  coaft  during  the  fummer  of  1 779,      »779* 
gave  additional  fpirits  to  the  French  faftion, 
and  encouraged  them  to  reprefent  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke's  demand,  as  an  indication  of  national 
weaknefs  and  defpondency. 

At  this  junfture,  a  frelh  caufe  of  difpute  oaohv. 
arofe,  in  confequence  of  the  reception  afforded  ^»A>"te 
to  Paul  Jones  and  his  prizes  in  the  harbours  of  Paui  "* 
the  republic.     Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  demanded  the  Jon«- 
detention  of  the  ihips  and  crews ;  as  Paul  Jones, 
though  a  pretendea  American,  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,   a  pirate,  rebel,  and  ftate  criminal. 
The  ftates  general  refufed  compliance,  alleging  ,^th  oa. 
their  conilant  maxim,  not  to  decide  on  the 
legality   of  captures  by    the   veffels  of    any 
other  country ;   they  only  opened  their  ports 
to  afford  flielter  from  ftorms  or  difafters,  but 
would  compel  them  to  put  to  fea  again,  with- 
out unloaaing  or  difpofing  of  their  cargoes. 
In  vain  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  in  a  new  memorial,  ^^A.    •  • 
appealed  to  the  rules  of  equity,  and  the  exprefs 
ftipulations  of  treaties;  the  Dutch  government 
remained  inflexible,  and  returned  only  a  fhort 
anfwer,  reiterating  their  former  opinions. 

Great  Britain,  on  the  faith  and  fair  con-  Condoaor 
ftruftion  of  treaties,  had  a  right,  in  cafe  of  war  ^®^^*** 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  to   call  on  the 
Dutch  as  allies  for  aftivc  aid ;  every  demand 
of  that  kind  was  obftinately  refilled ;  neutrality 
was  the  utnioft  extent  of  their  profeffion,  and 
even  that  was    attended  with  indications  of 
partiality  almofl  amounting  to  hoflility.     Yet 
the  government  of  Holland  claimed  and  were 
allowed  all  the  advantages  arifing  from  treaties 
of  alliance,  and  expefted  proteftion  in  a  com- 
merce calculated  to  raife  the  naval  power  of 

the 
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CHAP,  the  enemy,  and  deprefs  the  interefts  of  thi$ 

',J^^  country.     To  terminate  this  difgraceful  ftate 

"779-     of  fufpenfe  between   alliance    and    hoftility, 

»6thNov.  ^^^  gj,j^j^  embaflador  again  prefled  for  the 

Succours    fuccours  ftipulatcd  by  treaties.     The   Dutch 
lefufed.      jjoj  only  lefufcd  the  demand ;  but  rene>ving 
their  complaints  on  the  interruption  of  trade, 
announced  their  intelition  of    appointing  a 
convoy  with  their  next  fleet  to  the  coaft  of 
France.     The  Engliili  miniftry,   having  inef- 
feftually  remonftrated  againft  this  unfriendly 
refolution,   encountered    its  effefts  with   be* 
coming  vigour  and  fpirit.     A  fleet  bound  for 
the  Mediterranean,  under  the  convoy  of  count 
jft  Jan.      Byland,  was  met  by  a  Britifh  fquadron  under 
Engage-    commodore  Fielding :  the  Dutch  fired  on  the 
mentbc-    boats  preparing    to  fearch  their  veflcls;   and 
ro^ore^™'  the;ir  admiral  anfwered   a  fliot  a-head   from 
Fielding     the  Britifh  commodore  by  a  broadfide.     This 
Bjla^d?*  ^^  ^^  hoftility  being  returned,  Byland  ftruck 
his  colours ;  the  greater  part  of  the  convoy 
efcaped,   but  the  few  which  were   captured, 
afforded  fuflficient  proof  of  the   contraband 
commerce  to  which  the  Dutch  thus    gave 
countenance  and  proteftion.     Count  Byland 
accepted tpermiflion  to  hoift  his  colours;  but 
refufmg  to  return  to  his  own  coaft,  accompa- 
nied the  Britifh  commander  to  Spithead. 
Rcmon-         The  cvcut  furnifhed,    in   courfe,    grounds 
STfTea  ^^^  numerous  complaints ;  but  the  Britifh  ca- 
"  ^    '  binet  juftified  their  proceeding,  and  lord  Stor- 
mont  ftrenuoufly    remonftrated    with    count 
Welderen,    on   the  tamenefs  with   which  his 
government  permitted  all  the  regards  due  to 
ancient  amity  with  England,  to  be  facrificed 
to  the  cupidity  of  individuals,  or  the  pitiful 
«8thjan.    artifices  of  cabal  and  intrigue.     As  the  moft 
friendly  method  of  difclofing  the  fentiments 

of 
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of  the  Britifli  court,    the  fecretary  of  ftate  chap. 
announced,  by  a  declaration  verbale^  that  if  ^^^'^ 
the  Dutch  perfifted  not  only  in  refufing  the     1780. 
aids    flipulated  by  treaties,    but    in   aflifting 
the  enemy  with  naval  ftores,  they  could  no 
longer  be  allowed  the  benefits  of  an   alliance 
which  they   deferted  by  changing  it  into  a 
neutrality,  and  that  too  in  the  midft  of  a  war 
maintained  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  for  the 
deftru6lion  of    Great   Britain,    which    could 
never  be  eiFe6led  without  producing  the  ruin 
of  the  Republic. 

After  allowing  nearly  two  months  for  the  nftMar. 
difcuflion  of  this  official  declaration,  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  again  addrefled  a  meiliorial  to  the  ftates 
general,  recapitulating  all  the  fafts  he  had  for- 
merly urged,  complaining  of  the  hoftile  conduct 
of  count  Byland  towards  the  boats  of  his  ma* 
jcfty's  fleets  and  of  their  injuftice  in  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  provifions  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  while  they  were  fo 
eager  and  vindidive  in  conveying  ammuni- 
tion and  ftores  to  Spain,  which  had  difturbed 
their  trade  in  a  wanton  and  unprecedented 
manner.  If  the  Dutch,  by  their  own  a6l,' 
ceafed  to  be  allies,  they  could  have  no  con- 
nexion with  England  but  fuch  as  fubfifted 
between  neutral  powers  in  a  ftate  of  amity ; 
all  treaties  were  reciprocal,  and  therefore,  un- 
lefs  the  Dutch,  within  three  weeks,  gave  a 
fatisfadory  anfwer  to  the  demand  of  fuccours 
made  eight  months  before,  their  condu6l  would 
be  confidered  as  a  breach  of  alliance,  the  eiFe6t 
of  treaties  fufpended,  and  the  fame  fyftem 
obferved  towards  them,  as  towards  other  neu-j 
tral  and  unprivileged  ftates.  To  this  decla- 
ration, an  evafjve  provifional  anfwer  was  given,- 
importing,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  conftilt 

the 
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CHAP,  the  feveral  fiates  of  the  republic,  fo  a5  to 
XX-.  procure  an  anfwer  in  three  weeks.  But  pro- 
1780.  craflination  was  now  no  longer  allowed :  the 
17th  Apr.  court  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  appointed  terni)  declared  the  provifional 
fufpenfion  of  all  particular  ilipulations  lefpe^- 
ing  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce 
in  time  of  war,  particularly  thofe  contained  in 
the  marine  treaty  of  1674/ 
Formation  "Yhk  unfriendly  conduft  of  Holland  towards 
armediicu-  England,  was  ftiniujated  by  the  preponderance 
uaiity.  of  a  Gallic  faction  in  governmlent,  and  a  mif- 
^  judging  avarice,  grafping  at  a  portion  of 
American  commerce ;  and  was  encouraged  by 
a  moft  extraordinary  confederacy  formed  at 
this  period  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  fince 
known  by  the  name  of  the  armed  neutrality. 
This  compa6i;  originated  in  the  intrigues  of 
France,  and  the  defire  of  that  government  to 
embroil  Great  Britain  with  new  enemies,  and 
diftra^l  her  proceedings  by  uncertainty  of 
rights,  and  the  difcuflion  of  captious  and  un- 
nfual  claims.  *  Influenced  by  French  counfels^ 
the  Spaniards,  under  pretence  of  blockading 
Gibraltar,  had  refufed  to  admit  into  the 
Mediterranean  fome  Ruflian  veflels;  the  em- 
prefs  indignantly  meditated  meafures  of  fecii- 
rity  againft  the  repetition  of  fuch  an  outrage, 
when  the  king  of  Pruffia,  apprized  of  her 
fentiments,  through  the  medium  of  count 
Panin,  her  miniftet  for  foreign  affairs,  ufed 
every  effort  to  direct  them  againll  the  inte- 
refts  of  England.     The  views  of  Frederick 

^  For  tbefe  fa6ts,  I  have  confulted  the  ftntt  papers,  which  are 
publifhed  according  to  tber  date,  in  the  Annual  Regifter  and  Re- 
membrancer I  many  pamphlets  publiihed  in  Holland,  on  both  fidct 
of  the  queftioD,  and  fome  official  correfpondeace. 

Here 
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^      verc  feconded  by  Panin,  who  equally  hated  chap. 
Great  Britain  :  and  Frederick  had  long  been      xl. 
aiTiduoufly  and  fuccefefuUy  cultivating  an  in-   ^^7* 
tereft  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh.     Catherine 
II.  always  profeffed,  and  moft  probably  felt  a 
fincere  fricndfliip  for  the  Britifh  monarch,  and 
Sir  James  Harris,  the  Engliih  embaffador  at 
her    court,    maintained   the    interefts   of   his 
country  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  zeal,  and 
intelligence.     No  caufe  of  complaint  exifted 
between  the  two  crowns ;  the  emprefs  appeared 
not  infenfible  to  the  advantages  fhe  had  de- 
I  rived  fVorn  the  Britifli  alliance,  and  had,  from 

the  beginning  of  the  American  conteft,  pro- 
mifed  affiftance  at  different  epochs,  though 
Ihe  always  evaded  the  accomplifljment  of  her 
engagements.  Her  refentment  againft  Spain 
furnilhed  Pruffia  with  a  pretext  for  inculcating 
new  maxims  of  maritime  regulation,  unknown' 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  though  general  in 
their  verbal  conilruftion,  obvioufly  prejudicial 
to  Great  Britain  alone.  The  emprefs,  from 
a  love  of  oftentatiOn  and  paradox,  gave  at- 
tention to  the  new  fyftem,  and  foon  directed 
all  her  efforts  to  its  eftubrnhment.  While 
armaments  in  feveral  of  her  poits,  and  a  myf- 
terious  alacrity  among  her  minifters,  indicated 
the  formation  of  foine  extenfive  project;  flie  16th Feb, 
announced  the  completion  of  her  fyftem,  by 
a  declaration  to  the  courts  of  London,  Ver- 
failtes,  and  Madrid,  in  which  flie  concluded 
a  feries  of  profeffions  and  complaints,  by 
dating  four  propofitioris,  founded  on  the  pri- 
mitive rights  of  nations,  which  every  people 
might  reclaim,  and  which  the  belligerent 
powers  could  not  invalidate,  without  violating 
the  law:8  of  neutrality*  It  was  affirmed,  in 
three  of  the  articles,  that  good$  inr  free  hot* 

toms 
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CHAP,  toms  muft  te  free,  and  exeirlpt  from  fearclj  ;• 

\J^^,'_j  and  another  limited  the  characlerifiics  of  a 
MjZo.  blockaded  port,  by  fo  ftrift  a  definition,  that 
a  blockade  was  rendered  almoft  impoffible. 
Thefe  principles  were  announced  as  a  rule  for 
proceedings  and  judgments  on  the  legality  of 
prizes  ;  and  tlve  emprefs  proclaimed  her  deter- 
mination to  fupport  them  with  her  whole 
maritinie  force. 

Ahh  the  enemies  of  England  received  this 
declaration  with  enthufiaftic  applaufe.  The 
neutral   powers  extolled  its  wifdom,   juftice, 

April/  and  magnanimity ;  Sweden  alone,  under  the 
influence  of  France,  requefted  from  the  court 
6t^  Peterfburgh  fomc  explanations  of  its  ten- 
dency,   vvhich  were  calculated  to  render  the 

th.  terms  additionally  hoftile.     Spain  was  the  firft 

of  the  belligerent  powers  which  notified  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  principles  of  this  unprecedented 

^sth,  ftate  paper.  France  warmly  commended  the 
new  fyftem,  declaring  its  principles  to  be  fub- 
ftantially   thofe  which  Louis-  XVI.  had  made 

»5d.  war  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining.  Great 
Britain  alone  returned  a  civil  but  fomewhat 
fullen  anfwer,  vindicating  her  own  conduft 
during  the  war,  and  declaring  the  readinefs 
of  her  courts  of  admiralty  to  render  perfett 
juflice  in  every  cafe  of  complaint. 

Such  a  M'ar  as  that  wherein  Great  Britain 
was  engaged,  mufl  be  carried  on  with  mani* 
fefl  difad vantage,  if  fbe  was  prevented  from  de- 
priving the  enemy  of  thofe  fuccours,  on  which 
the  fuccefs  of  their  naval  operations  fo  mate- 
rially depended.  Sir  James  Harris  ufed  every 
.  exertion  in  remonftrating  with  the  emprefs, 
againfl  the  new  rules  of  maritime  law;  but 
though  he  fucceeded  in  convincing  her  that 
flie  had  been  duped  by  Fr.anc^  and  Pruifia, 

iatg 
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into  the  adoption  of  a  meafure,  which,  under 
the  pretence  of  neutrality,  was  hoftile  to 
England,  he  could  not  induce  her  to  recede,  ^i©^ 
She  alleged  her  promifes  publicly  given  for 
its  fupport,  and  was  betides  flattered  with  the 
expedation  of  permanent  glory,  as  the  author 
of  a  new  claufe  in  the  code  of  univerfal  jurif- 
prudence. 

Denmark  and  Sweden  having  acceded  to  the  sth  July; 
new  fyftem,  which  accorded  with  their  fcheme  ^^^^^ 
of  commerce,  the  king  of  Pruffia  ufed  every  ^we^il*"* 
artifice  to  inflame  the  emprefs,  and  excite  her 
to  noare  refolute  eflforts.  He  caufed  inceflant 
repreCentations  to  be  made  againft  the  violation 
or  tlie  laws  of  neutrality,  in  the  capture  of 
count  Byl^nd's  fleet,  and  vainly  endeavoured  Auguit 
to  engage  Catherine  to  guarantee  by  treaty 
the  pofleflions  of  Holland,  in  every  part  of 
the  globe,  as  a  means  of  prote6ling  the  Dutch 
againft  the  confequences  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  growing  differences  with  England. 
Although  foiled  in  this  attempt,  he  com- 
menced an  infidious  negotiation  to  be  included 
in  the  armed  neutrality,  hoping  eventually  to 
find  fome  pretence  for  a  complaint  againft 
England,  and  thus  involve  all  Europe  in  a 
general  flame.  This  propofition  was  for  fome 
time  eluded;  but  Frederick  ultimately  found 
means  to  be  included  in  the  league.  His 
influence  at  the  court  of  Peterlburgh  had, 
however,  in  the  mean  time  greatly  declined. 
The  emprefs  was  dazzled  by  his  exalted  repu- 
tation, cajoled  by  his  flattericf^,  and  had  been 
in  fome  meafure  benefitted  by  his  intrigues ; 
but  his  perfonal  influence  was  now  dangerouily 
rivalled  by  the  emperor  of.  Germany,  for 
whom  Catherine  daily  profefled  an  iucreaung  ' 
efieem.    Thefe  two  great  potentates,  early  in 

VOL.  III.  A  A  tjl^e 
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^  Yj^^'  the  year,  had  an  hiterview  at  Mohilow,   on 

v^^^iw  tlie  frontiers  of  Poland  ;  a  difcuffion  of  their 
*^*'**  mutual  interefts  produced  mutual  confidence 
and  eft^em;  and  an  important  fecret  treaty 
'  was  concluded  betAveen  them.  As  the  views 
of  Priiflia  manifeftly  tended  to  the  advantage 
of  Trance,  and  prejudice  of  Auftria,  every 
circumftance  favourable  to  the  emperor,  was 

.  •  .  proportionately  injurious  to  the  Pruflian  mo- 
narch. His  intrigues  were  now  difregarded  ; 
and  his  agent  Panin  ineffeftually  endeavouretl 
to  inftilinto  the  mind  of  Catherine  proje6^s 
favourable  to  his  views.  The  prince  royal  of 
Pruflia,^  foon  after  the  meeting-  at  Mohilow, 
was  fent  to  Peterfburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of 
effacing  the  impreflion,  made  by  the  emperdr 
of  Germany.  France  contributed  to  the 
magnificence  of  his  eftabliflmient,  by  a  loan 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  ;  but  his 
reception  was  fo  cold,  that  he  returned  to 
Berlin  difappointed,  diffatisfied,  and  difgufted; 
public  civilities,  and  oftentatious  entertain- 
ments, made  no  compenfation  for  his  failure 
in  the  principal  objects  of  his  journey,  the 
.  cftabliflnnent  of  a  high  political  charafter, 
,and  revival  of  an  advantaoeous'afceridancv.'* 

Capture  of      Mean WHILE  the  ftatc  of  fullcn  diflatisfac- 

aurcne.     ^\^^^  which  occafioncd  the  abolition  of  tlie 

ancient  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and 

C  Afterwaixls  Frederick  William  II. 

*  On  this  fiibjeft,  I  have  eonfultcd  the  ftate  papers,  printed  in 

the  periodical  works  of  the  time,,  and  fincc  coile6)ed  in  an  8vo.  vol. 

'piiblifliedby  Hatchard,  1801.     The  Life  ot  Catherine  II.     Eton's 

/  Survey  of  the  Turkifh  Emjjire,  chap.  x.     Lord   Liverpool*s  dif- 

courfe  on  the  Condju6l  of  the  Governrnrnt  of  Great  Britain   in 

.,refpe£l  to  Neutral  Nations,  ed.  1801,  with  a  new  preface  5  the  Let 

tens  of  Sulpicius  on  the  Northern  Confederacy ;  and  an  amj^le  official 

'Correfpondence  on  all  the  political  tranfa^lioiys.     1  hdve  alfo  been 

fa vpured  vvltlv  much  private  iuformacioat 

Holland, 
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HoIIaud,  refolved  itfelf  into  aftive  boftility :    chap. 
the  myftery,    which  had  covered   the  views  \3^ 
and  conduft  of  the  Dutch,  was  difpelled  by     178Q. 
accident;  and  the  court  of  Great  Britain  was 
impelled  to  a  firm  and  decifive  mode  of  con- 
duft,  as  well  in  refentment  of  paft  treachery, 
as  with  a  view  to  counteraft  the  effeds  of  the 
neutral   league.      Tlie  Veftal    frigate,*   com-  3d  Sept. 
manded  by  captain  Keppel,    took,    near  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  a  congrefs  packet 
The  papers  were  thrown  over-board ;  but,  by 
the  intrepidity  of  an  Englifh  failor,  recovered 
with  little  damage.     The  papers  fully  proved  Difcovery 
the  perfidy   of  the  Dutch,    who  before  the  j^  a  treaty 
exiftence  of  any  difpute  with  Great  Britain,  Holland 
had  entered  into   a  formal  treaty  of  amity  andAmc-* 
and   commerce  with  the  revolted    Colonies,*  "'^*' 
fully    recognizing    their    independence,    and 
containing  many  ftipulations  highly  injurious 
to   England,   and  beneficial  to  her  enemies, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.     Difagreements 
on  fome  of  the  arrangements  had  occafioned 
delays  in  its  completion,  but  Henry  Laurens, 
late  prefident  of  the  congrefs,  who  was  one  of 
the  paffengers  in  the  captured  veffel,  was  au- 
thorized to  negotiate  definitively,  and  enter- 
tained no  doubts  of  fuccefs.     On  his  arrival  ^th  oa, 
in  London,  Laurens  was  examined  before  the 
privy  council,  and,  on  his  refufal  to  anfwer 
interrogatories,  committed  to  the  Tower. 

The  firil  difcovery  of  this  tranfa6lion  oc- 
cafioned a  great  fenfation  in  Holland,  where 
the  people  perceived,  with  furprife  and  indig- 
nation, that  they  were  delivered,  by  fadlious 

*  It  was  dated  4th  September,  177S  j  f«on  after  the  commence- 
itttnt  of  hoftilitieft  between  England  and  France  j  and  feveral  dayi 
before  the  firft  complaints  prcfentcd  by  the  Dutch  merchants, 

A  A  2  .  agents^ 
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agents,*  into  \he  hands  of  Franfet,  afid  in*- 
volved  in  a  fecret  treaty  for  et^oufing  an  un- 
certain caufe,  at  the  expencc  of  inevitabte 
hoftility  with  an  old  ally.  Thefe  fentiment^ 
would  have  been  highly  favourable  to  the 
iRadtholder,  had  he  not  negligently  fiiffered 
the  opportunity  to  pafs;  but  the  oppofing 
faction  boldly  avowing  their  agency,  and 
making  their  utmoft  exertions  to  gain  paiti- 
zans,  reaped  the  advantages  of  a  decifive  con- 
duct, and  fecured  a  protection  againft  th^ 
confequences  of  inveftigation. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  prefented  amemonal^ 
complaining  of  the  hoftile  treaty,  demanding 
from  the  ftates  prompt  fati&faftion,  a  d^favowai 
of  condu6l  fo  irregular  and  repugnant  to  the 
mod  faci'ed  engagements,  and  the  conftitution 
of  Batavia ;  and  the  exemplar}'  punifliitiefat  of 
Van  Berkel  and  his  accomplices,  as  difttirb^s 
of  the  public  peace,  and  violators  of  the  law 
of  nations.  This  memorial  producing  no 
effe6tj  tlie  Britiih  embaffador  prefented  ano-  , 
tlier,  in  terms  ftill  more  cogent  and  definitive, 
announcing  that  a  denial  of  juftice,  or  evafion 
of  the  demand  by  (ilence,  Mould  be  followed 
bv  hoftile  extremities.  This  remonftrancc  alfo 
failing,  a  royal  manilefto  was  iffued,  declaring 
hoftilities  againft  Holland,  and  explaining,  in 
clear  and  fatisfafiory  terms,  the  king's  mo- 
tiv'es ;  count  Welderen  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw from  the  Engliih  court,  ami  fome  papers 
M'hich,  juft  before  his  departure,  he  attempted 
to  deliver,  were  refufcd  by  the  fccretary  of 
fiate,  becaufe  the  accuitomed  relation  be- 
tween the  two  countries  had  ceafed,  and  with 


^  The  penfionary  Van  Berkel,  aud  De  Ncufville  of  AmAerdam, 
who  framed  and  executed  the  treaty^  were  principal  fupportcrt  of 
tbe  Foeacb  paity  in  Holland* 

it 
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it  the  Qfiiclal  and  the  accredited  chara£^r  of  chap. 
the  emhaflkdor.  *  L^t^ 

The  rupture:  with  Holland  w?w  aimounced     1781- 
to  parliament  by  a  royal  mefiage,  immediately  ^^^^  g"' 
after  the  recefs.     The  public  indignation  was  to  PariL> 
fufftcientlv  excited,   by    the   malignity  and  "**"*• 
ingratitude  of  Holland,    to  render  the  war 
popular,  and  the  vigour  and  promptitude  of 
the  preparations  afforded  general  fatisfadion. 
The  meffage  was,  neverthelefs,  debated  with 
great  warmth  in  both  houfes,  and  amendments 
moved  to  the  addreffes.  The  members  of  oppo-    , 
fition  infifted,  that  the  infolence  of  the  memoiial 

Erefented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  in  1777,  had 
een  more  efficacious  in  alienatjiig  the  Dutch 
from  Great  Britain,  than  aU  the  gold  and 
intrigues  of  France.  They  maintained,  that 
the  paper  found  in  the  pofleffidn  of  Mr.  Lau- 
rens, was  only  a  project  or  draft  of  an  incom- 
plete treaty,  referring  for  its  future  accom- 
pliihment  to  events  yet  undecided.  Minifters 
were  blamed  with  afperity  for  the  length  of 
the  recefs,  during  which  they  had  added 
another  to  the  formidable  lift  of  opponents, 
while  their  fupinenefs,  ignorance,  and  want 
of  judgment,  left  the  country  without  au 
ally. 

TuE  miniftry  anfwered,  that  the  memorial 
delivered  in  1777,  was  comprized  in  terms  fuffi- 
ciently  temperate  for  the  occaiion;  and  his 
majefty  would  have  been  culpably  negligent 
of  tlie  national  hopiQur,  had  he  omitted  a  for- 
cible remonftrance.  The  pifenfive  treaty  was 
not  a  draft,  but  formally  executed  by  the 
pcnfionary  Van  Berkel,  and  John  de  Neufville, 

'  Taken  from  tht  pnpers  pob)i/hed  b^  luihorit^,  and  oftcial 

correfpoiMkncc. 
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CHAP,  citizen  of  Amfterdam,  on  the  part  of  Holland, 

^^^J^.  ^^^^  by  ^^y  ^^  th^  behalf  of  America,  The 
J781.  united  ftates  had  refufed  to  difavow  the  tranf- 
aftion,  and  therefore  fanftioned  the  conftruc- 
tion  that  they  fully  approved  it.  The  recefe 
of  parliament  was  not  contrived  for  the  pur-, 
pofe  of  fecret  proceeding;  nor  could  the 
houfes,  if  fitting,  have  received  a  communi- 
cation on  the  fubjeft,  till  the  negotiation  was 
terminated.  Mr.  Wraxall  made  a  long  and 
able  fpeech  on  the  fubje6l  of  alliances,  un- 
folding with  precifion  the  views  and  refources 
of  the  principal  European  ftates,  and  recom- 
mending to  government,  a  clofe  and  immediate 
connexion  with  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
If  that  potentate  declared  war  in  our  favour, 
the  neceflity  of  providing  an  adequate  oppofing 
force,  would  fruftrate  all  hopes  of  increafmg 
the  French  marine ;  and  the  fliock  would  be 
felt  no  lefs  at  Madrid  and  the  Hague,  than  at 
Paris.  The  emperor  might  be  allured  to  our 
caufe,  by  a  liberal  fubfidy  for  enabling  him 
to  take  the  field,  by  yielding  to  him  fome 
important  poffeflions  in  India,  and  b}-  proteft- 
jng  him  in  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt,  This  meafure  would  be  beneficial 
to  him,  and  injurious  to  Holland ;  a  nation 
which  owed  its  origin,  progrefs,  and  protec- 
tion, to  the  foftering  hand  of  England,  and 
yet  joined  the  ftandard  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
againft  its  only  natural  ally. 

The    amendments  moved  in   both  houfes 
Afere    reje6led  ;"*   the  lords  entered  on  their 

'     N  "» In  the  lioufe  of  commons  two  amendments  were  moved  ;  the 

firft  was  rejc£led  by  i8c  to  xoi,  the  other  without  a  diviiion.  The 
numbers  in  the  vpper  h^ufe  were,  againft  tht  amendment  S4;  for 
it  19. 
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journals  twoprotefts,  one  figned  by  nine,  the  chap. 
other  by  eight  peer^.  ,\J^^ 

Although  the  tremendous  difordcrs  of  the  *  1781.' ' 
preceding  year,  occafioned  great  terror  at  ^de^ltcs 
dired  appeals  to  large  bodies  of  the  people,  appointcdL 
the  political  affociations  formed  in  all  parts  oF 
the  kingdom  did  not  diflblve,  but  endea- 
voured, by  incendiary  refolutions,  to  re- 
animate the  flame  of  oppofition.  .  In  many  of 
their  meetings  ftrong  complaints  were  urged 
againft  the  authorities  fuppofed  to  be  no\v 
firft  granted  to  tjie  military,  and  individuals 
were  recommended  to  arm  againft  the  attack 
of  furrounding  enemies,  and  all  invafions  of 
their  risrhts  and  liberties.  The  meetings  of 
thefe  allbciations  in  the  counties  and  towns 
were  highly  alarming,  but  the  danger  was 
increafed  by  the  novel  and  unconftitutional 
meafure  of  appointing  delegates,  or  reprefen- 
tatives  to  tranfaft  their  affairs  in  the  capital, 
and  by  mutual  aid  and  advice  give  fupport 
and  efficacy  to  their  petitions.  Burke  received 
from  many  of  thefe  bodies  high  compliments 
for  his  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  reform,  and  in 
compliance  with  their  requcfts,  again  brought 
forward  the  reiefted  bills  of  laft  year. 

He  introduced  his  motion  by  reading  the  15'hFeb. 
famous  refolutions  refpciirting  the  increaicd  in-  ^^^^j. 
fluence  of  the  crown,  the  power  of  the  houfe  cai  reform 
to  correct  abufes  in  the'expenditurc  of  the  civil  ^^*"^* 
lift,  and  the  duty  of  the  commons  to  aftbrd  the 
redrefs  required  by  the  petitions  of  the  j3eople. 
He  confidered  thefe  refolutions  a  valuable  le- 
gacy  beqjucathed  by  the  late  parliament,  and 
an  atonement  tor  previous  criminal  fervihty. 
They  were  the  refult  of  long,  deliberate,  and 
fober  debate,  when  the  houfe  was  Avell  attend- 
ed, and  a  fpirit  of  economy  pervaded  every 
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CHAP,  comer.  He  tnified  the  new  parliament  vmitfl 
^^  confider  it  their  duty  to  carry  into  efFe£l  the 
S7S1.  wilhes  of  the  people,  wiihes  which  had  been 
delivered  in  thunder  and  lightning.  Although 
the  people  had  not  agreed  m  any  lyftem  of  com- 
plaint, or  plan  of  reform,  yet  they  had  all  ftated 
either  errors  or  calamities  in  the  adminiftratioti 
of  government  and  expence,  which  ought  to 
be  reftified.  Though  all  their  proportions 
were  not  pra6licable,  they  agreed  in  two  poitits, 
the  dangerous  influence  of  the  cvown^  and  the 
neceflity  for  retrenchment  and  economy.  He 
then  gave  a  narrative  of  the  introduftion  and 
faje  of  his  former  bills,  complaining  of  the  ver- 
ftftilitv  of  parliament:  At  firft  crowded  houfea 
were  feen  on  every  ftage  of  tlie  bufinefs,  and 
they  fbewed  an  apparent  conviftion  of  having 
no  obje6lion  to  the  abftra^l  and  general  propo- 
iitions ;  but  when  he  proceeded  to  a  fpecific 
reform,  they  deferted  him  and  his  caufe.  They 
firft  dwindled  off  from  one  queftion,  then  filently 
ftole  away  from  another,  till  at  laft  the  whole 
was  permitted  to  moulder  and  ihrink  impercep- 
tibly from  the  view ;  and  he  was  obliged,  after 
much  fatigue  and  no  fuccefs,  to  abandon  the 
taflc,  with  the  mortifying  refled;ion  that  hia 
labours  and  thofe  of  the  houfe  had  produced  no 
benefit  to  the  country.  He  defended  himfelf 
againfl  all  imputations  on  the  revival  of  an 
unfuccefsful  propofition,  and  vindicated  hia 
plan,  as  no  lefs  uieful  to  the  king  than  falutaxy 
to  the  people.  To  maintain  the  ps^'ade  and 
lljew  of  royalty  without  its  power,  was  like  tfie 
abfurd  vanity  of  robbing  the  manger  to  deco- 
rate a  ftarved,  emaciated  horfe  with  bells  and 
trappings ;  while  the  poor  animal,  deprived  of 
food,  groaned  beneath  the  wretchednefs  of  or- 
nament. The  advice  and  language  be  ufed 
0  could 
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could  not  be  unfeafonable  or  impertiiieBt  il 
drefled  to  an  Alexander,  or  a  Charles,  fince 
retrenchment  might  increafe  their  powers  for 
war,  and  enable  them  to  difFufe  horror  with 
more  rapidity.  But  to  a  king  like  ours,  tirho 
hated  war,  and  loved  peace ;  who  participated  in 
the  interefis,  joys,  and  difafters  of  the  people,  it 
muft  be  at  once  proper  and  welcome.  A  fa6lion 
had  crept  in,and  prevented  that  happy  fympathy 
which  fhould  prevail  between  the  head  and  all 
the  inferior  members  of  the  body  :  this  fa^lion^ 
it  was  the  bufinefs  of  parliament  to  cru(h,  to 
tear  the  veil  interpofed  between  the  fovereign 
and  his  people,  and  difpel  thofe  clouds  whiph 
concealed  the  royal  countenance  fr6m  Ms 
dutiful  and  aife6iionate  fubjefis.  Again  ad- 
verting to  the  example  of  France,  Burke  pro- 
nounced high  encomiums  on  the  principles, 
and  lyftem  of  Necker.  That  excellent  ftatef- 
man,  he  faid,  had  alone  flood  his  ground  amidil 
the  cabals  and  intrigues  of  a  court,  though 
an  unprotected  (Iranger.  Calumny  might  at- 
tempt to  blacken  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  fo« 
vereign;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  blind  the 
difcernment  of  that  monarch  fo  far  as  to  obli- 
terate from  his  memory  this  honourable  truth ; 
~-^^  he  has  given  me  a  navy,  and  has  not  laid 
a  tax  on  my  fubje6ls/*  When  the  refources  of 
France  were  thought  to  be  exhauiled,  and  every 
common  channel  was  known  to  be  dried  up» 
Necker  dug  into  the  mine  of  national  treafure, 
vent  to  the  fpring  and  fountain-head  of  reve- 
nue, ^nd  by  demolillnng  the  dams  and  dykes 
that  (lopped  the  current  of  wealtli,  brought 
into  the  exchequer  the  value  of  fix  hundred 
ufelefs  places.  France  might  be  obliged  at 
laft  to  hav(  recouife  to  burthenfome  taxes ;  but 
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CHAP.  Ae  hacl three  years  foiij^ht  Great  Britain  with- 
Jj^;^^  out  them ;  and  an  exertion  of  three  years  might 
17*1.  give*  her  a  decifive  fupcriority  through  the 
whole  conteft ;  it  might  put  her  fyftem  in  fuch 
a  train  as  to  give  the  tone  and  determine  the 
complexion  of  a  whole  century.  -  It  would 
impart  more  folid  and  permanent  glory  to  the 
reign  of  Louis  XVI.  than  M^as  derived  from  all 
the  illuftrions  deeds  of  Henry  IV.  Burke  in- 
voked the  candour  of  the  houfe,  not  to  treat 
the  propofed  meafure  with  infidious  refpe6l  in 
its  outfet,  and  tempt  it  to  a  death  of  flow  and 
lingering  torture.  He  called  on  lord  North 
as  grbiter  of  its  deftiny  ;  intreating,  that  if  he 
meant  to  deal  the  blow  of  death,  he  would  fave 
himfelf  and  the  houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the 
nation  much  anxiety  and  difappointment,  by 
determining  the  matter  on  that  day ;  he  would 
then  be,  for  one  day  at  leaft,  a  decifive  minifter. 
Leave  was  given,  without  oppofition,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  his  majefty's  civil 
t<th  FcK  eftablifliments,  limiting penfions,  and  fupprefling 
ufelefs  places.  The  fecond  reading  occafioned 
a  long  debate,  in  which  the  principles  of  the 
meafure,  and  its  probable  effefts,  were  amply 
and  ably  inveftigated.  The  principal  oppo- 
nents were  Mr.  I)e  Grey,  earl  Nugent,  Mr. 
Rofewame,  Mr.  Percival,  Mr.  Wraxall,  and  Mr. 
Dundas.  They  all  concurred  in  waiTn  eulogies 
on  the  character  and  talents  of  Mr.  Burke,  and 
exprefled  difiidcnce  in  refifting  a  meafure  fo 
plaufiblc,  and  fo  captivating  to  the  public,  as 
retrenchment  of  cxpf^nditurc.  Economy  was 
never  more  necelfarv  :  but  its  advantages  were 
not  to  be  purchafed  by  the  violation  of  facied 
rights.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  king's  reign  the 
civil  lift  wasertablilhed  at  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds ;  and  the  additional  turn  of  one 

hundred 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  was  after-  c  hap, 
wards  given  ;  botn  being  fettled  on  him  for  ^^Jj^^ 
life.  This  was  a  bargain,  and  one  highly  i^zu 
advantageous  to  the  public,  made  in  lieu  of  the 
crown  lands ;  the  revenue  was  therefore  to  be 
confidered  as  pofitive  freehold,  as  a  perfonal 
eftate,  held  under  the  faith  and  folemnity  of  an 
equitable  contraft.  The  power  of  parliament 
to  refume  its  own  grants  was  undeniable  ;  but 
it  w^as  impollible  to  divide  the  ideas  of  their 
omnipotence  from  thofe  of  their  juftice  and 
difcretion.  Economy  was  undoubtedly  defira- 
ble;  but  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  pounds  a 
year  would  be  too  dearly  purchafed  by  tlie 
abolition  of  places  created  by  the  wifdom  of 
our  anceftors,  to  fupport  the  dignity  and  luftre 
of  the  Britifli  crown.  The  increafe  of  influence 
was  an  unfounded  aflertion  ;  nor  was  the  pre- 
fent  bound  by  the  vote  of  the  laft  parliament 
on  that  fubjeft.  The  eftabliflied  powers  and 
influence  of  the  crown  had  not  been  abufcd,  or 
perverted  to  the  prejudice  of  liberty  and  the 
conftitution.  None  of  the  places  propofed  to 
be  retrenched  were  created  by  his  majefty,  and 
the  2L&S  of  his  reign  had  been  highly  favoura- 
ble to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  diminu- 
tion of  undue  influence ;  witnefs  thofe  for 
rendering  permanent  the  falaries  of  the  judges, 
and  for  tiying  controverted  ele6lions,  which 
effeflually  abrogated  the  power,  if  the  incli- 
nation might  exift,  of  biafling  the  courts  of 
juftice,  and  pervertingthe  fcnfeof  the  people  in 
the  returns  to  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  rea- 
fonings  founded  on  the  retrenchments  made  by 
the  king  of  France  were  inapplicable  to  Great 
Britain ;  the  civil  lift,  as  well  as  the  governments, 
were  eflentially  different :  France  was  a  defpotic, 
England  a  free   country.      In  England  the 

throne 
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CHAP,  throne  was  built  on  liberty ;  in  France  it  reiiec) 
^^^   on  the  necks  of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers, 
«;•*•     and  was  upheld  by  fanners-general,  by  oppref- 
fion,  by  fervite  parliaments  banifhcd  at  pleafure^ 
by  military  rigour,  and  armed  authority.     If 
the  conduci  of  France  was  to  be  cited,  the 
whole  ihould  be  confidered,  and  unprovoked 
aggreflion  brought  into  view   as  clearly  aa 
^ .     economical  reform  :  bad  faith  was  always  bad 
policy ;  and  the  greater  evil  of  unjufl  war  would 
fwallow  up  the  lefl'er  good  of  economical  re- 
trenchment.    The  dignity  of  the  Britifh  crown 
was  connefted  with  the  dignity  and  opulence 
of  the  nation,  nor  could  the  enormous  expences 
into  which  Great  Britain  had  been  forced  by 
the  enemy,  be  repaired  by  fuch  an  unimportant 
faving  as  the  bill  propofcd,   acquired  at  the 
cxpence  of  individuals  who,  relying  on  the 
good    faith    of   parliament,   confidered    their 
'    property  as  fecure  and  permanent  as  freehold 
eftates. 
iPirftfjiecch      This  debate  was  diilinguifhed  by  the  firft 
WiSam     parliamentary  exertion  of  the  honourable  Wil- 
Piu.  liam  Pitt,  younger  fon  of  the  illuftrious  earl  of 

Chatham.  On  his  rifing  in  the  houfe,  mute 
attention  prevailed  ;  the  genius  of  the  parent 
was  recoUe&ed,  and  the  moft  eager  curiofity  was 
excited  to  afcertain  how  great  a  portion  of  it 
was  tranfraitted  to  tlie  fon.  Such  great  hopes, 
and  anxious  expedations  were  never  more  fully 
accompliflied ;  the  juvenile  orator  delivered 
himfelf  with  grace,  facility,  and  animation;  his 
manner,  which  has  fince  become  lb  elegant, 
was  deliberate,  and  equally  remote  from  timid 
bafhfulnefs,  andover-weeningi)refumption.  His 
voice  was  rich  and  itriking ;  his  periods  harmo- 
nious and  energetic,  without  appearance  of 
art  or  ftudy  j  and  his  rcafoning  difplaved  all 

the 
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the  fire  of  his  father,  combined  with  that  whtch  cm  AT. 
his  father  often  wanted,  methodical  arrange-       ^^ 
ment,  and  lucid  order.  \jU^ 

He  gave  hearty  aflent  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  thought  a  propofition  for  retrenchment 
of  the  civil  lift  revenue  would  have  come  with 
more  grace,  more  benefit  to  the  public  fervice, 
if  it  had  fprung  from  the  royal  breaft.     Minif- 
ters  ihould  have  given  to  the  people  the  confo- 
lation  of  knowing  that  their  lovereign  partici* 
pated  in  the  fufferings  of  the  empire ;  they 
ought  to  have  confulted   the  glory  of  their 
royal  mafter,  and  feated  him  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people,  by  abating  from  magnificence  what 
was  due  to  neceffity.     Inftead  of  waiting  for 
the  flow  requeft  of  a  burthcned  people,  they 
ihould  have  courted  popularity  by  a  voluntary 
furrender  of  ufelefs  revenue.     IJut  if  minifters 
failed  in  their  duty  ;  if  they  inteifered  between 
the  benignity  of  the  fovercign,  and  the  dif- 
trefles  of^he  public,  and  flopped  the  tide  of 
Toyal  fympathy,  was  that  a  reafon  why  the 
houfeof  commons,  his  majefty's  public  counfel- 
lors,  fliould  defift  from  a  meafure  fo  congenial 
to  the  paternal  feelings  of  the  fovereign,  fo 
applicable  to  the  wants  and  miferies  of  the 
people?   The  houfe,  acting  as   faithful  repre- 
fcntatives,  ought  to  fcize  on  every  obje6l  of 
equitable  refource;   and  furely  none  were  fo 
fair,  fo  probable,  or  lb  flattering  as  retrench- 
ment and  economy.     The  obligation.'*  of  their 
character  demanded   an  unheiitating  purfuit 
of  thofe  objefts,  even  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
Aduated  by  duty,  they  fhould  advife  the  king 
to  part  with  ufelefs  oftentation,  that  he  might 
prcferve  neceflary  power ;  to  abate  a  little  of 
pomp,  that  he  might  afcerlain  refpe6l;  to  dimi- 
'  nifli  fomewbat  of  exterior  grandeur,  that  h$ 

might; 
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CHAP,  niight  increafe  and  fecure  authentic  dignity. 
XL'      It  was  their  immediate  duty,  as  the  commons 

^jfirT^  houfe  of  parliament,  to  guard  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  property  of  the  people  :  the  laft  obligation 
was  the  ftrongeft,  becaufe  prope-rty  was  moft 
liable  to  invafion  by  the  fecret  and  fubtle 
attacks  of  influence.  It  could  not  derogate 
fron)  the  real  glory  of  the  crown  to  accept  the 
advice ;  it  could  be  no  diminution  of  true 
grandeur  to  yield  to  the  refpeftfiil  petitions  of 
the  people.  Tutelage  might  be  a  hard  term ; 
but  the  guardianfhip  of  that  houfe  could  not 
be  difgraceful  to  a  conftitutional  king.  The 
abridgment  of  unneOeffary  expence  could  be 
no  abatement  of  royalty.  Magnificence, and 
grandeur  were  not  inconfiftent  with  retrench- 
ment and  economy ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in 
times  of  neceflity,  and  uncommon  exertion,  folid 
grandeur  was  dependent  on  the  reduftion  of  ex- 
pence.  It  was  obfervcd  early  in  the*  debate, 
that  the  bill  combined  two  objects  which  ought 
to  have  been  feparate;  reform  and  economy ; 
in  his  opinion,  they  ought  to  go  hand-in-hand ; 
but  the  bill  had  a  third  object:,  more  important 
than  either,  a  reduction  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown ;  an  influence  more  dreadful,  becaufe 
more  fecret  in  its  attacks,  and  more  concealed 
in  its  operations  than  the  power  of  prerogative. 
The  propofed  faving,  it  was  objefted,  was  im- 
material, a  matter  of  trifling  confideration  M'hen 
meafured  by  ihc  nccefiities  or  expences  of  the 
times.  This  was,  furely,  a  moft  Angular  and 
unaccountable  fpecies  of  rcafoning.  The  cala- 
mities of  the  crilis  were  too  great  to  be  benefit- 
ted by  economy ;  the  public  expences  fo 
enormous  that  it  Mas  ridiculous  to  attend 
to  fmall  matters  of  account.  So  many 
millions  had  been  expended,  that  thoufands 

were 
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were  beneath  conlidcration.  Such  was  the 
language  of  the  day ;  fuch  the  reafoning  by 
which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  difputed. 
Aluch  argument  had  been  ufed  to  fhew  the 
impropriety  of  refuming  a  parliamentary  grant, 
and  the  right  of  the  houfe  had  even  been 
denied.  The  wcaknefs  of  fuch  a  doflrine  was 
its  refutation.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  civil  lift  revenue  was  granted  for 
other  purpofes  than  thofe  of  perfonal  gratifica- 
tion. It  was  granted  to  fupport  the  dignity 
and  iuterefts  of  the  empire,  to  maintain  ita 
grandeur,  to  p^y  the  judges  and  foreign  minif- 
ters,  to  maintain  juftice,  and  fupport  refpeft,  to 
pay  the  great  officers  neceffary  to  the  luftre  of 
the  crown ;  and  it  was  proportioned  to  the 
dignity  and  opulence  of  the  people.  But  the . 
fum  of  revenue  which  was  neceffary  to  fuftain 
the  common  dignity  of  the  crown  and  people 
at  the  time  of  the  grant,  ought  now  to  be 
abated,  as  neceffities  had  increased.  The  peo- 
ple who  afforded  that  revenue  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  occafion,  were  juftified  in 
refuming  a  part  under  the  preffing  demand  of 
an  altered  fituatioil.  They  felt  their  right,  but 
exercifed  it  with  pain  and  regret.  They  ap- 
proached the  throne  with  bleeding  hearts, 
affli6led  at  the  neceffity  of  applying  for  retrench- 
ment of  the  royal  gratification ;  but  the  requcft 
M'as  at  once  loyal  and  fubmiflive.  When  he 
confidered  the  obligations  of  the  houfe,  he  could 
not  cheriili  an  idea  that  they  would  difpute 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  dlential  to 
the  being  and  independence  of  the  country. 
He  could  not  believe  tliat  economy  would  be 
condemned,  or  the  means  of  accomplilliing  it 
abandoned. 

Several 
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CHA1^«       Several  diftinguifhed  members  of  oppofi'* 
^  3^-^   tioD  exerted  themfelres  in  behalf  of  the  meaiinre ; 
^^fa^   lord  Maitland  made  bis  firft  parliamentary  effay 
The  bill     on  the  fame  fide,  and  fpoke  with  gpeart  ability ; 
^*^^*     and  Burke,  in  his  reply,  furpaffed  the  expeda- 
lions    even  of   his  warraeft  admirers.      The 
motion  for  a  fecond  reading  was,  however,  loft,  ■ 
and  the  bill  rejc^d,  by  adjourning  the  further 
^onfideration  for  fix  months. 
Other  po-       The  Other  popular  efforts  of  the  lail  feflion 
puUref-    "were  alfo   revived;    the   bills  for  excludinor 
fort*.         contraftors  and  revenue  officers  from  the  hou^ 
«ft  Mar.    ^  commons,  met  their  fate  on  the  fame  day  ; 
both  occafioned  fome  debate,  but  were  rc^eft- 
aiftMay,   ed.  **    Sir  Philip  Jennings  Gierke  alfo  renewed 
the  propofition  which  Mr.  Gilbert  had  aban- 
doned, far  impofing  a  tax  on  places  and  pen- 
fions,  but  his  effort  was  unfucceisful,'    The 
loan  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  was 
expofed  to  cenfures  unufually  fevere.      The 
fuddenrife  in  value  of  the  fubcription  contrafis, 
ufually  called  fcrip,  to  near  eleven  per  cent. 
above  their  original  purchafe,  formed  the  foun- 
7th»  sth,     dation  for  numerous  imputations  and  motions 

«6th*J!^r  ^g^i^^ft  ^^  minifter ;  though  his  condu6t  was 
ably  defended,  and  fandioned  by  the  houfe.  ^ 

•iftMar.  The  third  reading  of  the  bill  in  the  lords, 
produced  an  able  fpeech  from  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham;  to  which  no  reply  was  made; 
and  eight  lords  joined  in  a  proteft. 


•  «33  to  190. 

•  The  contra^oi^s  hill  by  120  to  100  5  the  other  13  j  to  86. 

P  The  bill  was  reje^ed  on  the  recoml  reading,  93  to  33. 

4  The  majoritf  ugatnft  a  motion  on  the  iuhjefl,  made  by  Fox,  was 
f  69  to  t IS,  and  on  iinoiion  for  iu^iry,  by  ^k  George  SavUc,  209 
10.163. 
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Th ES  £  were  not  the  only  efforts  to  gain  po(>tt-*  C  H  a ?• 
larity  by  the  difcuflion  of  queftions  calculated    ^.j^;^ 
to  intereft  the  public.     The  interference  of     1780. 
the  military  in  fuppreffihg  the  late  alarming  shcridan'« 
riots  was  introduced  to  the  houfe  by  an  able  ip^tn/ ** 
fpeech  from  Mr.  Sheridan.     This  gentleman,  i  ^^  ^^^^ 
native  of  Ireland,  was  advantageoufly  known  **^* 
to  the  public  by  the  cxercife'  of  extraordinary 
talents  in  dramatic  and  lyric  poetry.     His  ex- 
quifite  wit  and  refined  Erudition  afforded  great 
hopes  of  eminence  in  the  fenate;  hopes  which 
were  furpafled  by  the  various  excellencies  of 
his  nervbus,  rich,  and  beautiful  oratory.     He 
took  his  feat  for  the  town  of  Stafford,-  and  had 
on  mord  than  one  occafionj  obtained  thfe  fa- 
vourable attention  of  the  houfe. '     His  motions 
were  three;  the  firft  declaring  that  the  military 
force  could  not  juftifiably  be  applied  in  difperf* 
ihg  tumultuous  affemblies  of  tne  people,  with- 
out waiting  for  direftions  from  civil  magiftratcs> 
unlefs  outrages  had  broken  forth,  with  fuch 
violence  as  to  overbear  civil  authority,  and 
threaten  the  fubverfion  of  le^jal  government 
The  other  two  affirmed  that  the  unprecedented 
order  to  the  military,  on  the  feventh  of  June> 
afforded  ftrong  prefumption  of  the  defeftive 
ftate  of  the  police  in  Weiiminfter ;  and  required 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  condu6l  of  the  magiflracy  and  civil  powet 
during  the   riots,    and   report  to  the    houfe 
the  ftate  and  government  of  the  city  of  Weft- 
minfter. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  motions,  he  made  afevere 
philippic  againft  government,  delivered  in 
glowing  language,  and  abounding  in  pointed 

inve6tives.     He  defcanted  on  the  miferable 

» 

f  He  rnaule  his  firft  fpeech  the  ioth  of  N^ember  17^9* 
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CHA?.  ftatc  of  tlie  police  in  Weftminfter,  afcribmg  ta 
'-^\^  it  all  the  outrages  "which  had  raged  without 
i7S«.  controul  in  June,  and  occafioned  the  eila-' 
bliftment  of  military  power  in  the  metropolis, 
and  its  extenfion  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom^ 
But  if  the  guilt  of  magiftrates  or  deficiency 
of  police  had  occafioned  the  adoption  of  fucli 
An  alarming  expedient;  why  had  government 
permitted  the  fame  jufiices  to  continue  in  the 
commiffion  ?  Men  of  tried  inability  iand  con- 
vifted  depravity  !  Was  this  neglcft  a  plan  ta 
rentier  the  country  ftill  dependent  on  the 
bayonet/  and  muft  the  military  power  ftill  be 
employed  in  aid  of  contrived  wcakuefs  and  deli- 
berate inattention  ?  Some  might  wifli  to  fee  the 
fubjeft  familiarized  to  the  ufe  of  foldiers,  and 
that  they  might  be  reibrted  to  on  occafions 
lefs  alarming. 

Only  two  reafonable  excufcs  could  be  af- 
figned  for  the  condu6t  of  government  in  the 
orders  ifTued  for  the  employment  of  the  militarj'. 
'She  firft,  that  the  riots  were  not  produced 
by  the  perfons  who  had  affembled  around  the 
houfe,  inftigated  by  teligious  enthuiiafm,  or 
apprehen five  zeal;  nor  yet  by  a fet  of  vagrants, 
who  had  taken  advantage  of  the  occafion  ; 
but  that  they  were  the  efFefts  of  deliberate  and 
deep  laid  fcheme  ;  a  confpiracy  contrived  by 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  to  lay  the  metro- 
polis in  aihes,  and  firike  at  the  very  founda* 
tions  of  the  national  w^ltb  and  credit.  Such 
was  the  opinion  maintained  by  the  lord  chief 
jultice  of  the  king's  bench  in  parliament,  and 
by  another  judge  on  the  bench ;  but  no  pro- 
.ceeding  in  either  houfe  had  ihewn  that  fuch  a 
iiotion  was  entertained ;  and  if  all  the  trials 
were  pcrufed,    from   the  firft   unhappy  man 

brought 
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brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey,  iip  cftAP. 
to  lord  George  Gordon,  it  would  be  found  y^i^^ 
th^Lt  he  alone  M^as  charged  with  high  treafon.     <7t«. 
He  was  both  leader  and  army  in  this  great 
machination  agairift  the  ftate ;  not  one  of  his 
fubalterns   having   rifert   above    the    humble 
charge  of  felony.     The  progrefs  of  the  riots, 
as  well  as  the  evidence  on  the  trials,  would 
prove  the    futility  of  imputing    them  to   a 
regular  fchcme,  or  deep-laid  plot  agamft  tlie 
country. 

Thk  other  reafori  which  might  juftify 
government  for  the  orders  they  had  iffued,  was 
their  belief  that  the  fubftitution  of  the  militaiy 
for  the  civil  power  was,  in  all  cafes  of  tumult 
and  riot,  fafe,  eaiy,  and  conftitutional.  If  this 
dodrine  was  to  be  eftablilhed,  farewel  to  free- 
dom !  If  this  was  law,  the  country  would  be 
reduced  to  a  military  government  of  the  very 
word  fpecies,  includmg  all  the  mifchiefs  of  def- 
potifm,  without  the  difcipline  or  the  fccurity. 
But  it  was  faid  the  beft  protedion  againft  this 
evil  was  found  in  the  virtue,  moderation, 
and  conftitutional  principles  of  the  fovereign.* 
Though  he  contemplated  thofe  virtues  with  as 
much  reverence  as  any  man,  he  truftcd  fuch  a 
fpecies  of  liberty  would  never  dtfgracc  the 
Britifh  foil.  Liberty,  refting  on  the  virtuous 
inclinations  of  any  one  man,  was  but  fufpend- 
ed  defpotifm;  the  fword  was  not,  indeed,  on 
the  necks  of  the  people,  but  it  hung  by  the 
fmall  and  brittle  thread  of  human  will* 

AftER  along  debate,  in  which  the  conduft 
of  government  in  the  fuppreffion  of  the  riots, 
and  the  indi6hnent  of  lord  George  Gordon 
Were  ably  defended,  the  firft  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 
tnotions  was  withdrawn,  the  fecond  negatived 
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by  a  coTifiderable  majority,'  and-  the  third 
without  a  divifion. 
TTiftT'  The  alTociations  and  their  delegates  had, 
^f^h^^  during  the  whole  feffion,  engaged  much  atten- 
ddcgates.  tion  of  parliament.  In  the  debate  on  the 
xft  Nov.  king's  fpeech,  lord  Abingdon  exprefled  his  ex- 
pedations,  that  through  them  a  new  order  of 
aifairs  would  be  introduced,  which  would 
render  ufelefs  fuch  minutiae  as  addreftes;  He 
wifhed  the  people  might  obtain  a  new  magna 
charta,  a  new  declaration  of  rights ;  for  the 
prefent  government  was  arbitrary;  a  fyftem 
of  defpotifm  ruling  by  will,  and  not  by  law. 
ijth Mar.  Mr.  Adam  had  juftly  ftigniatized  thefe  commit- 
tees for  fpreading  baleful  eifeSs  over  the  whole 
country,  and  affording  encouragement  to  its 
enemies.  The  American  congreis  made  them 
a  principal  engine  in  encouraging  the  people  of 
the  colonies  to  perfift  in  rebellion,  and  in  their 
publications  defcanted  on  the  diftraftlons  occa- 
fioned  in  Great  Britain  by  the  committees  of 
aflbciation,  as  inducements  to  perfeverance. 
Thefe  committees,  he  faid,  did  not  confine 
themfelvcs  to  public  tranfaftions,  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  enemy,  the  difturbance  of  peace, 
or  the  prevention  of  domeftic  unanimity ;  but 
bafely  and  unjuftifiably  attempted  to  ruin  t\\t 
charaftets  of  individuals  who  oppofed  their 
views.  He  verified  the  affertion  by  reading 
an  advertifement  of  the  Weftminfter  commit- 
tee, refledingon  himfelf  fo  grofsly  and  unwar- 
rantably, that  even  thofe  members  of  parliament 
who  were  moft  attached  to  the  alfociations, 
difavowed  any  fliare  in  the  tranfaftion. 
zd  April,        Thk  principle  and  legality  of  thefe  aiTocia- 

17^1* 
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tions,  and  particularly  the  dangerous fyftem of  CHAP- 
fending  delegates,  came  more  fully  into  difcuf-   ,^i^ 
fion,  when  a  petition  figned  by  thirty-two  of     «7«» 
thefe  mock  reprefentatives  of  unconfiitutional 
conftituents,  was  offered  to  the  houfe  by  Mn 
Duncombe,  and  afterwards,  on  the  motion  of  sihMay. 
Sir  Gepr^  Savile  for  referring  it  to  a  com- 
mittee.    The  petition  M'as  founded  on  that  from 
Yorkfliire,  prefentedto  the  laft  parliament,  and 
fupported  by  nearly  the  fame  arguments,  with 
the  addition  of  thofe  which  refulted  from  the 
famous  refolutions  on  the  incteafing  influence 
of  the  crown.  -| 

Besides  the  objeftions  to  the  contents  of 
the  petition,  it  was  reprobated  as  being  figned 
by  men  who  had  notorioufly  affumed  the  un- 
confiitutional charader  of  delegatc3  and  com- 
mittee men,  who  affembled  in  that  capacity, 
formed  refolutions,  and  publiflied  them  in  news- 
papers ;  all  which  proceedings  were  founded 
in  a  defign  to  awe  and  controul  parliament. 
The  houfe  was  cautioned  by  lord  Fielding,  to 
beware  of  conjuring  up  a  fpirit  which  the  tre- 
mendous events  of  laft  year  alone  had  laid. 
How  far  that  fpirit  would  have  extended,  was 
difficult  to  fay;  but  the  difcontinuance  of  its 
operation  was  fudden  and  remarkable.  The 
alTociated  bodies  had  adjourned  or'diflblved ; 
converfation  had  undergone  a  material  change; 
appeals  to  the  people  on  the  fubjeft  of  recur- 
ring to  firft  principles  were  no  longer  made,  and 
even  news-papers  ceafed  to  be  declamatory  and 
violent.  Mr.  Courtenay  attacked  thefe  confe- 
deracies with  poignant  raillery ;  comparing  the 
affociations  to  felf-ere6ied  political  hand-poflis, 
placed  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  to  fhew  the 
people  what  path  they  iliopld  puriue.     He  ani- 
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^^L  ^*  tnadyerted   with  fevcrity  on    the    chara6lera 
i,..^^   of  the  delegates, 

'  f  Their  wife  Divan,  the  beft  compftmons  grac^« 

Chiefs  out  of  war,  and  members  out  of  plape. 
Who  fondly  mingle  in  their  hope-fillM  bovl 
The  f  eaft  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  fooL" 

Th  e  defence  of  the  committees  and  their 
delegates    was    principally  founded    on    the 
wanj:  of  a  pofitive  prohibitory  la^.  Sir  George 
Savile's  motion  was  rejected.  ^ 
Motions         The  re-elet6tio^  of ' Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  a 
refpcaing  feat  in  parKament  fumifhed  a  topic  for  fevc- 
PadUfcr^*^    ral  motions,    in  which  Fox  difpiayed   great 
bitterpefs  pf  inveftive;    Sir  Hugh  apfwered 
with  temper  and  flignity,  and  the  tranfaftions 
pf  the  courts-martial  on  him  and  Keppel  were 
often  jdifcufled;  butthp  fubjefthad  long  ceafed 
to  intereft  the  public, 
itth  June.      Late  in  the  feffion,  Fox  moved  for  a  com- 
Moiionfor  niittee  to  confider  of  the  American  war;  and 
iee°™thc   intimated  his  intention  of  propofing  a  refo- 
American  lutioH,  "  that  minifters  Ought  immediately  to 
^^^'         take  every   meafure    for    concluding    peace 
with  the  colonies."     In  fupport  of  this  pro- 
pofition,  he  defcanted   on  the   circupiftances 
of  the  w^r,  including  even  the  latell  intelli- 
gence, and  inferring  the  abfolute  ipipoiTibility 
pf  conqueft. 

The  motion  operated  as  a  kind  of  teft  on 
the  new  members ;  moft  of  the  fpeeches  con-r 
tained  fome  general  principles,  or  profcffion^ 
pf  political  faith,  and  many  of  them  hiftorica^ 
eviews  of  the  origin  and  condu6t  of  the  war. 
n  anfwer  to  fome  obfervations,  reflefting  on 
ihe  political  conduft  of  the  late  earl  of  Cha« 

thanl, 
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tham,  Mr.  Pitt  made  a  fpeech  of  extraordi-  c  h  a  ?• 
nary  ability,    vindicating  the  Avhole  parlia-  ^  ^[^ 
mentary  condu6l  of  his  father  refpefting  Ame-     178/. 
rica,    as  perfedly  confiftent      The  earl  had 
always  heartily  reprobated  the  principle,  pro- 
grefs,  and  ultimate  obJe61s  of  the  M^ar,  and 
never  gave  a  vote  or  opinion  in  contradi6lion  . 
to  thole  feijitiments.     Th^  only  obfervation  of 
lord  Chatham,  on  which  a  contrary  inference 
could  be  fbunded«  was  an  alfertion  that  G  i-eat 
Britain  had  a  right  to    impofe    duties    for 
regulation  of  commerce,  duties  incidental  to 
the  extenfion  of   trade,    calculated  for   tlie 
mutual  benefit  of  both  countries ;  but  not  a 
tax  for  railing  a  revenue  in  America,    to  be 
remitted  to  England,  and  difpofed  of  by  par- 
liament. 

Aftee  explaining  his  father's  fentiments, 
Mt.  Pitt  ftated  his  own.  The  American  war 
had  been  defended,  he  faid,  with  uncommon 
fervour ;  one  member,  in  the  heat  of  his  zeal, 
Jiad  termed  it  a  holy  war,  and  feveral  others 
had  been  reprehended  for  calling  it  a  wicked, 
.or  accurfed  war.  For  his  part,  he  M^as  per- 
fuaded,  and  would  affirm  it  to  be  a  mod 
accurfed,  wicked,  barbarous,  cruel,  unnatural, 
unjuft,  and  diabolical  war ;  conceived  in  iil- 
juftice,  nurtured  and  brought  forth  in  folly'; 
its  footfteps  marked  with  blood,  flaughter, 
perfecution,  and  devaftation.  It  contained 
every  charafteriftic  of  moral  depravity  and 
human  turpitude,  was  pregnant  with  every 
fpecies  of  mifchief,  and  tlireatened  with  de- 
ftruftion  the  miferable  people,  who  were  the 
objed;  of  thofe  black  refcntnients  by  which 
it  was  engendered.  The  niifchiefs,  however, 
recoiled  on  the  unhappy  people  of  England, 
^iio  were  made  the  inftiiaments  to  effed  thefe 
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CHAP,  wicked  purpofes.     The  nation  was  drained  of 
^,J^^   its  baft  blood  and  its  vital  refources  in  men 


»7?i-     apd  monpy.    The  expence  was  enormous,  the 
return    nothing   but    a  feries  of   ineffe&ive 
viftories,    or    difgraceful    defeats;    vidories 
only  celebrated  with  momentary  triumph  over 
our  brethren,  pr  defeat  which  filled  the  land 
with  mourning  for  the  lofs  of  dear  and  valu«- 
able  relations,  flain  in  the  impious  conteft  for 
enforcing  unconditional  fubmiflion ;  or  narra- 
tives of  thp  glorious  exertions  of  men  ftrug"- 
gling  in  the  holy   caufe  of  liberty,  though 
ftruggling  under  all  the  difficulties  and  dif^- 
j^d  vantages  generally    deemed  the  neceflary 
concomitants  of  viftory  and  fuccefs.     What 
Engliiliman,  on  reading  the  narratives  of  thefe 
bloody  and  well-fought  contefts,  could  refrain 
from  lamenting  the  lofs  of  Britiili  blood  in 
iuch  a  caufe  ?  or  from  weeping  on  whichever 
^de  vi6lory  might  incline?  to  this  melancholy 
confidpration  might  be  added,  that  we  perr 
peived  only  pur  natural  and  powerful  enenries, 
or  lukf  warm  and  faithlefs  friends,    rejoicing 
in  our  calamities,  and  meditating  our  ultimate 
downfall.     The  motion  was  negatived. " 
iith  July.      The  king  terminated  the  feffion  at  an  un^ 
feffionf  **^  ufually  advanced  period ;  thanking  parliament 
for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duties,  an4 
cxpreffing  his  carnjeft  defire  of  peace,  though 
he  would  not  accept  that  bleffing  on  term^ 
incopfiftent  with  this  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown,   and  the  permanent  intereit  anc| 
Security  of  the  people. 

^  17%  to  ^. 
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CHAPTER    THE    FORTY-FIRST: 
17  80  —  178  1. 

Attack  of  the  French  on  Jerfey. — Progrefs 
of  thejiege  of  Gibraltar.  —  mifery^  and  rer 
lief  of  the  garrifon.  —  Brave  Jortie.  —  The 
enemy  land  in  Minorca.  —  Naval  aBions  in 
the  Channel  —  and  off  the  Dogger  Bnnk. — 
TranfaBions  in  the  Jf^eji  Indies.  —  Capture 
of  Saint  Eujiatia  j  — t)emarary ;  — Iffequibo, 
and  Berbice.  —  The  French  fleet  reinforc- 
ed,—  Capture  of  Tobago.  ^-TranfaBions  in 
America.  —  Lord  Cornwallis  reinforced.  — - 
Arnold's  expedition  to  Virginia. — Mutiny 
in  the  American  army*  —  Tarleton  defeated  * 
at  the  Cowpens.  —  Lord  Cornxvallis's  incur- 
fon  ifito  North  Carolina.  —  Royal Jiandard 
ereBed  at  Hillsborough.  —  Majfacre  of  the 
loyalijis. — Battle  of  Guildford.  — LordCorn- 
wallis  invades  Virginia,  -r-  Lord  Rawdon  dcr 
feats  the  enemy  at  Hobkirk's  Hill,  -r-  Cam- 
den  evacuated. — Succefs  of  the  enemy  in  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  — r  Sufpenjion  of  ope- 
rations.  —  Execution  of  colonel  Hayncs.  — 
Battle  at  Eutaws. -^Expedition  of  the  enemy 
againji  Portsmouth.  —  General  Phillips  ra- 
fages  Virginia. — Arrival  of  lordCornwallis. 
' —  His  purfuit  of  La  Fayette.  —  Succefs  of 
Tarleton  and  Simcoe.  — ProjeBs  qfthe  enemy- 
againji  Nezo  York. — Clinton  requires  troops 
froni  Virginia. — Countermands  the  order. — 
Lord  Cornwallis  flations  himfelf  at  Vo^k  and 
Qloucefer.'^  Arrival  of  the  French — and 
^nglijh  fleets,  r-  Partiql  aBion.  — Arnold' ^ 

expedition 


978  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

expedition  to  New  London.  —  York  town  in-' 
vejlcd.  —  Progreff  of  thejiege — andcapitu- 
la  tion."^  Efforts  of  Clinton  for  relief  of  lord 
Cornwallis. 

CHAP.    PEARLY  in  i7Bi,  the  French  made  a  fpuited 

y^^[j  attempt  to  gain  poffeffion  of  Jerfey.     The 

i7«i.      remainder  of  the  legion  which  had  failed  in 

Attwkof    ^779,   with  another  raifed  by  the  prince  de 

the  French  Luxembourg,  were  placed  under  the  comman4 

on  jcrfcy.    Qf  the  baron  de  RuUecourt.    After  fuftaining 

fome  lofs  and  many  difficulties  by  tempeft,  the 

baron  landed  with  eight  hundred  men  at  the 

Banc  des  Violettes ;  reached  during  night  St. 

Helier's,  the  capital,  and  took  prifoner  major 

Corbet  the  lieutenant  governor,  who  figned  ^, 

y     capitulation  for  the  whole  ifland.     Fortunately 

otner  officers  were  not  infefted  with  the  fame 

fpirit  of  timidity  :  major  Pierfon,  on  whom  the 

.  command  devolved,  colle6led  the  troops,  affail- 

cd  the  invaders,  who  were  concentred  in  the 

marketplace,  wounded  RuUecourt,  flew  aconfi- 

derable  number,  and  compelled  the  remainder  to 

furrender  ;  but  he  did  not  furvive  to  enjoy  the 

fruits  of  his  valour ;  almoft  the  laft  fhot  fired  by 

the  enemy-  deprived  him  of  life,  and  he  fell  ia 

the  prime  of  youth,  and  in  the  moment  of  glory. 

«th  June.    Corbet  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  de- 

fervedly  fentcnced  to  befuperfeded  in  his  cam- 

miffion  of  lieutenant  governor.  * 

^/^iSt*         Meanwhile  the  Spaniards   contiuued   to 

of  GibraU  direft  a  great  portion  of  their  ftrength  again(i 

tar.  Gibraltar.     After  the  departure  of  Rodney  they 

'^'**'     attempted,  by  means  of  fire-fliips,  to  burn  the 

7th  June,    fleet  in  the   bay  ;  but  w^xe  repullied  by  the 

valour  and  judgment  of  the  Britiih  failore,  4f. 

ft  Befidcs  the  Hiftories,  periodical  Works  and  Gazettes,  ice  tfat 
Life  of  General  DoiMurtec>T«L  i.  p.  445.  •  • 

iifted 
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fifted  by  a  well  dire6led  fire  from  the  garrifon.  chap. 
Notwithftanding  this  failure,   they  formed  a  ^^^^^ 
blockade,  and  the  probabilities  of  relief  were     i7«u 
diminiflied,  by  a  fuccefsful  negotiation  with  the 
emperor  of  Morocco  for  farming  the  ports  of 
Tangier,  Tetuan,  and  Larache,   from    which 
fupplies  and  information  had  been  hitherto  fre- 
quently obtained.     This  advantage  was  gained 
by  the  Spaniards  in  confequence  of  a  blameable 
negligence  of  the  Britilh  miniftry.     On  the 
.commencement  of  hoftilities,  propofals  were 
made  to  the  emperor  of  Morocco  for  farming 
thefe  ports,  but  far  from  acceding  to  a  propofi- 
tion  fo  injurious  to  the  Engliih,  he  imparted  it 
to  general  Elliot,  requiring  only,  as  the  price 
of  his  friendfliip,  naval  ftores  for  three  velTels, 
to  proteft  his  coafts  again  ft  the  incenfed  Spa- 
niards, the  value  of  which  did  not  exceed  fifteen 
)iundred  pounds.     Elliot,  ftruck  with  this  difm- 
tereftednefs,  advifed   the  Britiih  government 
to  double  the  emperor's  demand,  in  order  to 
Retain  fo  valuable  a  friend  ;  but  he  had  the 
mortification,  on  Rodney's  arrival,  to  find  that 
he  brought  no  anfwer  to  the  requeft.     Ample 
time  was  afterwards  allowed  for  the  miniftry 
to  repair  their  overfight;  but  after  repeated  ap- 
plications to  the  Britiih  conful  to  learn  tne 
fuccefs  of  his  application,  the  Mooriih   mo- 
narch gradually   withdrew    his    countenance 
and  prpteSion.      He  firft  permitted  the  Spa- 
niards to   capture    Britifli  veffels  within  his 
ports,  his  officers  anfwcring  the  remonflrances 
of  Mr.  Logic,  the  cotiful,  with  harflinefs  and 
infult.     Soon  afterwards  the  emperor  command-  »oih  Oft, 
ed  Mr.  Logic  to  be  conducted  into  his  prefence, 
tad  after  reproaching  the  Englifti  nation  in 
terms  of  great  bitternefs,  ordered  him  to  make 

nis  abode  at  Sallee.    The  conful  had  the  addrefs 

•  •  •  ■       »  -  •  ■        •  • 

to 
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CHAP,  to  foften  his  refentment,  and  even  obtained  a 
XLi.      temporary  prote6tToa- J:br  his  fellow-fubjefts  j 
XyuT    but  the  Spaniards  ftiil  augmenting;  their  ofFei-s, 
while  no  counter-propoiul  Mas  made  by  the 
a6tiiNoT.   Britifli  piiniitry,   the  emperor  at  length  con- 
fcnted  to  banilh  the  fuhje^ts  of  the  crown  of 
England  from  his   dominions.     lie  not  only 
continued  unmoved  by  the  intreaties  and  re- 
monftrances  of  Mr.   Logic,  but  increafed  his 
feverity  by  alienating  the  port  of  Tangier  to 
Spain,  in  confequence  of  which  the  conlul  and 
all  the  Englilh  were  made  prifoners,  and  treated 
ivith  great  inhumanity,  till  the  court  of  Madrid 
confented  to  their  releafe. 
piftirTsof      This  event  was  a  fevere  misfortune  to  the 
^gani-    ijefieged  garrifon,  who  had  almoft  confumed 
the  fupplies  brought  by  Rodney,  and  M'cre  re- 
duced to  the  utmoftdiftrcfs,  which  the  Spaniards 
increafed  by  intercepting   fmall  vcflels   from 
Minorca  and  other  ports,  and  by  deftroying 
the  gardens  without  the  lines.     Tl>e  fcurvy 
niade  dreadful  ravages,  and  the  garrifon  expe- 
rienced the  moll  exceflive  miferv.  ** 
x»th  April      From  this  extremity  of  wretchednefs  they 
Kdieml     ^cvQ  at  length  relieved  by  admiral  Darby,  who 


l>y  Darby  I 


^  At  a  proof  of  the  extreme  diflrefs  of  the  gan  ifon  during  this 
pei'iod,  the  following  are  ieledled  from  a  long  lilt  of  articles  whiciv 
had  advanced  to  prices  proportionately  exorbitant.  Fre(h  beef, 
yealy  and  mutton  41.  tp{J,i  corned  beef  9  i«  m //.$  .potatoes  «j. 
6</.  ^  Sugar  17  j.  i  ^.  and  builcuit  duit  f|rom  10  </.  to  i  s,  per  pound. 
The  hind  quarter  of  a  ftieep,  wiili'  the  head  and  tail,  £.  7.  xo/. ;  a 

Eint  of  milk  and  water  x  /.  3  ^. ;  a  living  pig  £,  9.  14  /.  ^d,  z  few 
irge  with  pigs  £,  so.  ^  a  go»t  and  kic}  ^.  13.  ^  'a  milch  cow  50 
guineas,  relerving  to  the  vendor  a  pint  oi  miik  per  diem.  The  v^kJy 
allowance  of  the  foldirr  (and  pnany  had'childitrn  to  maintain  out  of 
ft)  was  5  pounds  and  a  quarter  of  bread  ;  1 3  oz.  of  fait  beef  j  1 3  ox. 
of  perk,  both  almoft  in  a  Ante  of  putrei'ccnce  j  ^  oz.  and  i  of  buiter^ 
little  better  than  rancid  oil ;  12  oz.  of  raifms  ;  halt  a  pint  of  peafe  j  a 
pint  of  Spaniih  beans  ;  a  pint  of  wheat,  which  they  ground  into  flour 
for  puddines  {  4  oz.  of  rice,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  oil :  the  ioha* 
bitants  had  no  affiftance  from  the  (lores. 

ponvoyed 
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^^Onfoyed,  with  the  grand  fleet,  near  ahundi:ed  chap, 
fhips  laden  with  provifions.  The  garrifon  liad  ^Li. 
been  apprifed  of  his  approach,  and  at  day-break  »7&i 
his  fleet  was  defcried  from  the  iignal  houfe, 
though  not  yet  difccrnible  from  below,  by 
reafon  of  a  thick  niift.  But  when  the  rifing 
fun  difperfed  the  vapour,  the  anxious  garrifon 
were  gratified  with  the  vietv  of  the  whole  con- 
voy, led  by  feveral  men  of  wan  fleering  towards 
them  in  a  compaft  body.  The  ftores  were 
landed  in  fpite  of  oppolition  from  the  Spanifli 
gun-boats  and  land -batteries,  and  Darby,  hav- 
ing completed  his  tafk,  failed  for.  the  Channel. 

The  joy  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  re-  The  town 
ceived,  hovvever,  a  feverc  check  ;  for  the  fleet  ^"*^«*^ 
was  fcarcely  moored,  when  the  Spaniards  opened 
a  fevere  battery  and  bombardnicnt  on  the  gar- 
rifon and  town.  The  fire  impaired  the  fortifi- 
cations, brought  down  large  quantities  of  ftone 
and  rubbilh  from  the  rock,  which  blocked  up 
the  way  and  rendered  repairs  difticult,  and  by 
deftroying  the  dwellings  and  warehoufes,  laid 
open  thofe  llores  of  proviiion  which  Uie  mer- 
chants had  amalfed  to  deal  out  in  fcanty  por- 
tions, and  at  exorbitant  prices.  The  foldiery 
indulged  in  licentious  plunder  and  wanton 
de(lru6tion;  'drunkennefs  and  infubordination 
threatened  the  mod  fatal  effefts,  but  were  fup- 
preflTed  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  temporary  for- 
bearance, and  fubfequcnt  wholefome  feverity. 

The  Spaniards  now  appeared  to  have  re-* 
Bounced  all  thoughts  of  a  blockade ;  provifions 
were  received  without  reftraint,  and  a  fecond 
convoy  from  England,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Curtis,  quieted  every  apprehenfion.  But 
the  heavy  cannonades,  andprofufe  difcharges  of 
Hktlls,  both  from  batteries  and  gun^-boats,  daily 

harralfcd 
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CHAP,  harraffed  the  garrifon,  vrhile  the  works  of  ttic 
XLI.  befiegers  proceeded  with  an  alarming  rapidity, 
^g^  As  a  proteftion  againft  the  gua  and  mortar 
boat^^  Elliot  cut  down  fome  brigs,  and  convert- 
ed them  into  prames  furnilhed  with  artillery. 
His  judicious  and  well  direded  fire  did  tre- 
mendous execution,  blew  up  batteries  and 
proftrated  works ;  but  the  diligence  and  perfe- 
verance  of  the  befiegers  ftill  enabled  them  to 
continue  their  approaches ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  every  oppofition,  their  fourth  line  was 
completed,  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of 
the  walls,  and  fo  ftrong  as  to  relift  the  fire  of 
the  garrifon. 

Fkwer  lives  were  loft  in  thefe  tremendous 
aflaults  than  would  naturally  be  imagined,  as 
iiih  Apr.   in  a  period  of  fifty  days  of  the  moft^  violent  at- 
jj^y^        tack  on  the  town  and  garrifon,  during  which 
the  enemy  were  compjited  to  expend  fifty-fix 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixtv  ihot,  and 
twenty  thoufand   one    hundred  and    thirty- 
four  Ihells,  not  more  than  feventy  were  killed 
and  wounded.     The  troops  were  accuftomed, 
after  fix  months  bombardment,  to  the  difcharge 
and  effe6l  of  heavy  artillery;  the  firing  of  the 
enemy  had  fliewn  the  weak  places  in  the  for- 
tification, which  the  governor  and  engineers 
M^ere  indefatigable  in  itrengthenging,  fo  that 
the  garrifon  was  in  faQ;  in  a  better  ftate  of  de- 
fence than  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack. 
idthNov,  -     To  free  himfelf^  however,  from  the  conti- 
fcrt^.^*"^    guity  of  the  enemy,  Elliot  executed  a  bold  and 
fortunate  enterprize.     Having  received  from 
a  deferter  corre6l  information  of  the  pofition, 
ftrength,  and  guards  of  the  enemy,  he  ordered 
all  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of  the  gar- 
rifon, together  wrth  the  twelfth  regiment,  and 
-    '   3  the 
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the  German  regiment  called  Hardenberg's,'  to  CHAp. 
aflemble  on  the  lands  at  midnight,  and  aifail  ^  ^^ 
thofe  ilupendous  works,  the  conftru^ion  of 
which  had  cod  fo  much  labour  and  expence. 
With  laudable  prudence,  the  general  kept  his 
intentions  profoundly  fecret  till  after  fun-fet 
on  the  evening  when  they  were  to  be  executed : 
the  remaining  interval  was  pail  in  confultation, 
and  the  arrangement  of  meafures  for  infuring 
fuccefs.  The  detachment  confifted  of  two 
thoufand  and  fourteen  men,  befides  three  hun- 
dred failors ;  they  were  commanded  by  briga- 
dier general  Ito^s,  but  the  valiant  governor 
of  the  sarrifon  attended  inperfon.  Althougli 
his  orders  to  obferve  profound  filence  M'ere 
ftriAly  obeyed,  the  enemy  were  alarmed,  and 
their  centries  fired  on  the  detachment.  The 
Britilh  troops  having  now  no  refource  but  their 
impetuous  courage,  preffed  refolutely  forward  ; 
the  Spaniards  fled  in  every  diredion,  and  in  an 
hour,  by  the  induftry  and  Judgment  of  the 
pioneers  and  artillery,  the  flamed  burft  forth 
from  every  quarter  of  the  works,  illuminating 
the  troops  and  all  the  furrounding  obje6ls  with 
a  grand  and  horrific  glare.  The- detachment 
regained  the  fortrefs  in  fafety,  afker  laying 
trains  to  the  magazines,  which,  throwing  up 
large  mafles  of  timber  in  their  explolion,  aug' 
mented  the  conflagration.  It  was  finsular' 
that  the  Spaniards  made  no  eftbrt  to  proteft 
their  works  or  prevent  retreat ;  they  were  fa 
little  apprehenfive  of  a  fortie,  that  the  report 
of  the  commanding  officer  was  found  already 
written  againft  the  relief  of  guards  declaring 

c  It  wa^  a  remarlcable  circumftance  that  thcTe  two  regiments, 
£ah]e6U  of  diArent  powers,  and  fde^ed  for  this  liu:vice»  fou|rht  iide 
by  fide  at  thf  battle  of  Mindsn, 

that 
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CHAF.  that  ^'  nothing  extraordinary"  had  happened. 


XLL      The  lofj>  fuftained  by  the  Britifh  confifled  in 


I7M» 


four  privates  killed,  one  lieutenant  with  twen- 
ty-four non-commiffioned  officers  and  privates 
wounded,  and  one  miffing;  and  great  part  of 
this  cafualty  was  occafioned  by  two  of  the 
divifions  firing  on  each  other  in  the  dark  by 
miftake.     Ten  thirteen-inch  mortars,  and  eigh- 
teen twenty-fix  poundere  were  fpiked  in  the 
works;    and  the  deliberation  and  order  ob-' 
ferved   were  fo  perfed,  that  neither  muiket, 
working-tool,  nor  any  other  implement  was 
lofl:.     The  fuccefs  exceeded  the  moft  fanguine 
expeftation,  and  juftified  the  expreffion  of  the 
general  in  his  public  orders,  that   '^  the  bra-' 
very  and  conduft  of  the  whole  detachment, 
officers,  failors  and  foldiers,  on  the  glorious 
Gccafion,  furpafied  his  warmeft  acknowledge- 
ments." 
Iliceiiciiiy      While  the  Spaniards  were  exerting  theif 
land  in       force  in  unavailing  attempts  on  Gibraltar,  they 
**^*'    alfo  undertookj  in  conjunction  with  the  French, 
tlie  conquefl:  of  Minorca.     With  a  combined 
force  of  iixteen  thoufand  men,  commanded  by 
the  duke  de  Crillon,  and  a  fuitable  train  of 
AAthAug.  artillery,  they   effefted   a  landings  and  com- 
menced the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's  caftle,  the  prin- 
cipal fortrefs  of  the  ifland.     Their  progrefs  was 
not,  however,  commenfurate  to  their  expefta- 
tions,  and  the  year  m  as  wafted  in  unfuccefsful 
efforts* 
Naol  After  convoying  this  armament,  the  com- 

Ji^'cha'n-    ^^^^^  fleets,  (imountingto  feventy  fail,  fifty  of 
ftd.  which  were  of  the  line,  and  fomc  of  the  largeft 

rate,  reached  the  coaft  of  luigland,  and  oc- 
cupied the  mouth  of  the  Channel,  from  the 
iflands  of  Scilly  to  Uihant.  The  deftruftion  of 
the  Englifli  marine  was  now  confidently  ex- 

peded^ 
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peded;   but  admiral  Darby  having  received  chap. 
information  of  the  approach  and  ftrength  of  vj?:il^, 
the  enemy,  prudently  retired,  with  only  twenty*      »78i- 
one  fail  of  the  line,  into  Torbay,  to  await  an 
attack.     The  French  ind  Spanifli  commanders 
however  differed  in  opinion,  and  in  a  council 
of  war,  the  propofition  to  affail  the  Engliili 
fquadron^in  Ijarbour  was  over-ruled  by  a  large 
majority.    After  fome  unavailing  attempts  to  Sepu 
intercept    the    homeward-bound    trade,    this 
mighty  armament  was,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  year,  compelled,  by  the  ficknefs  of  the 
crews,  and  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  fhips,  to 
return  to  port  without  eflefting  any  (Exploit 
worthy  of  notice.     Darby,  now  reinforced  to 
thirty  fail  of  the  line,  cruifed  with  fo  much 
vigilance  and  fuccefs,  that  the  Britifli  trade  was 
fecure  from  moleftation. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year,  many  naval  events  Engage, 
occurred  highly  lioaourahle  tp  the  naval  cha-  "**°^  ^ 
rafter  of  the  nation;     Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  Parkerand 
returning  from  the  Baltic  with  a  convoy,  was  Zouttman, 
encountered  near  the  Dogger  Bank  by  the  sthAug. 
Dutch  admiral  Zouttman,  with  a  force  confi- 
derably  fuperior,  both  in  number  and  condition. 
The  Dutch  did  not,  like  their  new  allies  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  avoid  an  engagement ; 
but  both  admirals  having  taken  the  neceflary 
meafures  for  the  fafety  of  their  convoys,  com- 
menced an  action  in  which  fkill,  judgment, 
and  valour,  were  equally  confpicuous  on  either 
fide.     They  did  not  fire  till  within  muiketiliot, 
and  continued  with  unremitting  fury  for  three 
liours  and  a  half.     The  difabled  fleets  lay-to 
for  fome  time,  repairing  their  damages,  when 
the  Dutch  admiral  bore  away,  unoppofed,  for 
the  Texel,  Parker  not  being  in  a  condition  to 
attempt  purfuit.     Both  fquadrons  fulfered  fe- 

VOL.  III.  c  c  verely  ; 
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CHAP,  verely  ;  the  Englifli  loft  one  hundred  and  four 
^--^.ji  killed,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
i7«i.  wounded  ;  the  Dutch  did  not  publifli  their 
official  return,  but  their  killed  and  wounded 
were  calculated  at  twelve  hundred.  •  Their 
fliips  were  dreadfully  (battered;  the  Hollandia 
funk  in  the  night  after  the  engagement,  with  all 
her  wounded  on  board,  and  the  reft  could  with 
difficulty  be  kept  above  water  till  they  reached 
the  port.  Although  no  advantage  of  capture  re- 
fulted  to  the  Britifli  fleet,  the  glory  of  vi6loiy 
was  theirs,  and  the  Dutch  convoy  was  unable  to 
proceed  on  its  voyage.  The  brave  admiral, 
on  his  return  to  the  Nore,  received  the  honour 
of  a  royal  vifit  on  board  his  (hip;  but  no  ads 
of  civility  or  condefcenfion  could  alter  his  re- 
folution  of  refigning  his  command,  which  was 
imputed  to  indignation  at  the  infufficiency 
and  bad  condition  of  his  fleet. 

Unfucecft.      In  *^^  ^^^  Indies,  the  perfidy  and  ingra- 
ftii  attemjit  titudc  of  the  Dutch  received  a  fevere  correc- 

vLcent'8  *^^^^*  ^^^  George  Rodney  returning  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year  from  New 
York,  made,  in  conjunction  with  general 
Vaughan,  a  fruitlefs  attempt  ^o  recapture  St 
3dlFeh.  Vinccnt's.  Being  foon  afterwards  apprized 
s*^  ft  *^  ^^  *^^  rupture  with  Holland,  he  furroundcd 
tia",  "  *"  with  his  fleet  St.  Euftatia,  an  ifland  of  fmall 
extent,  but  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature.  The 
inhabitants,  compofed  of  almoft  all  trading 
nations,  could  not  be  combined  in  views  of 
defence,  which  the  condensation  of  fo  fudden 
an  attack  rendered  hopelefs ;  the  governor, 
M.de  Graai>  furrendered  the  ifland,  with  its 
dependencies,  St.  Martin's  and  Saba,  and  the 
vi6lors  poflefled  themfelves  of  an  immenfe 
treafure.  No  fmall  indignation  was  excited  by 
a  difcovery  that  much  of  the  merchandize  was 

the 
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the  properhr  of  Britifh  fubjefts^  and  apparently  ch  ap. 
intended  ror  the  ufe  of  the  enemy.  Under  J^ii^ 
the  influence  of  this  impreffion,  the  admiral  *y*»- 
rejefted  with  difdain  the  application  of  the 
merchants  of  St  Chriftopher's,  the  nearefl  Eng- 
lifli  ifland,  inforced  by  Mr.  Glanville,  their 
folicitor  general,  for  a  reftitution.  His  fe verity 
was  fuppofed  to  exceed  the  limits  of  iuftice, 
and  became  the  fource  of  much  fublequent 
litigation.'  Befides  the  property  on  Ihore, 
valued  at  four  millions,  a  frigate  of  thirty-fix 
guns,  five  fhips  of  war  of  inferior  force,  and 
a  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  merchantmen,  were 
taken  in  the  bay,  and  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail 
richly  laden,  with  their  convoy  a  fixty-four, 
were  purfued  and  brought  bade.  The  flag  of 
Holland  was  kept  for  fome  time  flying,  and  by 
means  of  this  decoy,  feveral  French,  American^ 
and  Dutch  veflels  became  an  eafy  prey.  .  All 
the  refults  of  this  acquifition  were  not  however 
advimtageous  to  England  :  the  neceflity  of  dif- 
pofing  of  the  merchandize  facilitated  the  pur- 
chafes  by  the  fubje6ls  of  all  neutral  powers,  who 
notwithllanding  every  precaution,  conveyed  the 
articles  to  the  enemy  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  in 
greater  plenty,  than  they  coula  otherwife  have 
been  procured.  The  captured  treafure  was 
difpatched  to  Europe  with  a  convoy  under 
commodore  Hotham,  but  twenty-five  of  the 
Ihips  were  taken  by  a  French  fquadron  under  %d  M»;. 
de  la  Motte  Piquet,  and  thus  the  wealth  of  St. 
Eufiatia  continued  to  enrich  the  enemy.  The  »«tii  Nort 
ifland  itfelf  was  furrendered  to  the  French  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year,  in  a  mod  diihonour^ 
able  manner,  by  colonel  Cockburn. 

'  Ste  the  papers  in  theRtmembrancer*  toL  xi.  p.  if  3«  St/.  34ft* 

C  C  ^  AN0TH£ft 


! 
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CHAP.       Another  attack  on  the  property  of  the 
y^l^    Dutch  was  made  by  a  fquadron  of  privateers, 
t78i.     moftly  equipped    from    Briftol,    who   boldly 
•nTiS^   entering  the  difficult  rivers  of.Demarary  and 
quibo.        Itfequibo,  captured,  under  the  very  guns  of  the 
14th  Mar.  forts,  feveral  veffels  of  confiderable  value.     The 
terrified  inhabitants  immediately  furrendered 
thefe  fettlements,  together  with  the  ifland  .pf 
Berbice,  to  the  governor  of  Barbadoes ;  they 
claimed  only  the  terms  allowed  to  St.  Euftatia, 
but  were  treated  with  much  greater  lenity. 
ssdMar.        Meanwhile  a  French  fleet  of  twenty-rfive 
J^^y^       ftips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty  guns,  failed 
xeiaforccd.  from  Brcft,    Commanded  by  de  SulFrein  and 
de  Graffe;    they  had  on  board  fix  thoufand 
land  forces,  and  convoyed  a  merchant  fleet  of 
nearly  three  hundred  fail.  Twenty  of  the  veflels 
of  the  line,  and  the  fifty  gun  ftiip,  proceeded 
for  Fort  Royal  in  Martinique,  where  a  junc- 
tion with  the  French  fleet  already  in  that  quar- 
ter would   give  a  decided    fuperiority    over 
the  Britifh  force.    Rodney  detached  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  and  admiral  Drake,  >vith  feventeen  fail 
of  the  line,  to  cruize  off  Fort  Royal  Bay,  for 
the  purpofe  of  intercepting  the  French  admiral; 
•9th  Apr.   an  engagement  took  place,  but  although  the 
Partial  «i-  j>ench  were  augmented  by  reinforcements  to 
sagemen .   ^  majority  of  fix,  they  remained  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  that  not  one  in  ten  of  their  fliot  took 
eflfeft.    Some  of  the  Britifh  fliips,  attempting  to 
prefs  into  dofer  action,  fuffered  fevefely,  but 
the  conteft  was,  on  the  whole,  undecifive  and 
unimportant. 
Capnireof      On  the  arrival  of  the  Ruflel  at  St.  Euflatia, 
Tobago  by  in  a  fliattcred  condition,  Rodney  fpeedily  com- 
tbe French,  pj^j^j  j^jg  repairs,  and  proceeded  to  Barbadoes. 
lotbAiay*  The  French  commanders  having  failed  in  an 
attack  on  St.  Lucie,  wert  engaged  in  the  reduc- 
tion 
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tion  of  Tobago.     Rodney  M'^itli  his  whole  fleet   chap. 

came  in  fight  of  the  French  fquadron,  but  al-     ^^^ 

though  they  no  longer  Ihewed  their  ufual  dif-     jtSiT 

pofition  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  he  had  •^^  ^^^* 

the  advantage  of  wind,    prudential   reafons 

juftified  him  in  declining  a  conteft  attended 

with  great  rifk  and  little  probable  advantage. 

The  ifland  was  valiantly  defended  and  judici-  ad  June 

oufly  reinforced,  and  de  Bouill6,  only  eflFedled 

its  redu6lion  by  the  inhnmau  and  unmilitary 

pra6lice  of  burning  four  plantations  every  day, 

till  the  governor  capitulated.     This  conqueft 

terminated  the  military  operations  of  the  year 

in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  French  fleet  being  5th  Aug. 

augmented  by  five  fail  of  the  line  at  Hifpaniola, 

de  Grafle  proceeded  to  the  Chefapeak,  while 

Rodney  returned  to  Europe  for  the  benefit  of 

his  health,  leaving  the  command  of  the  fleet  to 

Sir  Samuel  Hood. 

The  traniaclions  on  the  continent  of  Ame-  Tmnfec: 
rica  fince  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign  in  the  J^J"^ 
Carolinas,  had  been  highly  momentous.     The 
fpirit  of  difaffeftion  which  received  a  rude 
Ihock  by  the  vi6iory  at  Camden,  was  revived 
by  the  defeat  of  major  Fergufon  ;    lord  Corn- 
wallis,  though  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  South 
Carolina,  obtained  from  Virginia  a  reinforce-  ,^  d^^^^ 
ment  of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men,  under     i7«o. 
general  Leflie,   with  whofe  affiftance  he  ftill  c^waiiit 
purfued  his  projeft  of  penetrating  into  North  reinforced* 
Carolina. 

I N  c  I T  E  D  by  the  ft  ate  of  Wafliington's  army,  Amoid^t 
and  the  defire  of  making  a  diverfion  favour-  «p«;Jirioo 
able  to  lord   Comwallis,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  gkia.''* 
difpatched  brigadier-general  Arnold,    at  the 
head  of  eighteen  hundred  men,  to  eftablifli  a 
poft  at  Portfmouth  on  Elizabeth  river,  and  to 
make  an  excurfion  into  Virginia,  to  intereft  the 

c  c  3  natives 
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CHA?.  natives  on  t^at  fide,  in  order  to  favour  lord 
^^^    Cornwallis's  retreat,  fliould  it  become  ncceflary 
i7«o.     under  the^  circumftances  in  which  he  found 
i4tb  Dec,    hinifelf  engaged.     Arnold  was  infiruded  only 
to  ftrike  at  the  enemy's  magazines  if  he  could 
affe^l  them  without  too  much  rifle,  and    to 
conciliate  the  inhabitants  by  liberal  proclama- 
tions.    With  a  laudable  prudence,  which,  how- 
ever, fubfequent  events  proved  to  be  unne- 
ceflary,  Clinton  fent  with  Arnold  lieutenant* 
colonels  Dundas  and  Simcoe,  recommending 
them  as  officers  of  great  experience  and  merits 
in  whom  he  placed  implicit  confidence,  and 
with  whom  Arnold  was  enjoined  to  confult  on 
every  operation  of  confequence.     Lord  Corn- 
■    wallis  was  alfo  apprized  of  the  extent  and 
motives  of  this  expedition,  and  in  veiled  with 
power  to  fuperfede  Arnold  in  the  command. 
]«th  Dk.   That  brave  officer  arriving  with  only  a  thoii* 
fand    men  in  Hamptoti   road,    proceeded  up 
James  river,  and  in  the  couife  of  a  few  days, 
deft  roved  a  valuable  cannon  foundry,  a  large 
quantity  of  public  ftores,    and   many  veflels 
richly  laden  in  James  and  Appomatox  rivers, 
and  fucceeded  in  eftablifliing  the  required  poft 
at  Portfmouth. 
jftTan.  The  difcontents  in  the  American  army,  of 

i7«i.        which  the  Britifli  commander  had  gained  in* 
5wAjwe!"   telligence  by  intercepted  mails,  now  arofe  to 
riouiannj.  a  tremendous  height.     They  originated  in  the 
mifery  of  the  troops  for  M'ant  of  pay,  cloath- 
ing,  and  even  food;  congrefs  was  unable  to 
afford  the  requifite  fupplies,  and  the  army  pro- 
<;etdf  d  from  murmurs  to  open  complaint,  and 
at  length  to  revolt.     With  the  year  the  term 
of  inliftment  of  feveral  corps  expired ;    and 
the  whole  Penfylvania  line,  taking  advant- 
age of  the  period,  difmiffed  their  officers,  and 
"^  feizinsr 
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feizing  fix  field  pieces,  declared  their  refolii-    chap. 
tion  to  obtain  juftice  from  congrefs  at  Phi  la-    \_^ij^ 
delphia.     Sir  Henry  Clinton  hoping  to  derive      1781. 
advantage  from  this  critical  revolt,    offered 
prote£Hon  and  pardon,  and  a  full  liquidation  of 
all  demands,  to  thofe  who    would  join  him, 
ftipulating  only  for  stilegiance  and  fubmiffion 
to  the  Britifh  government ;  and  not  even  re- 
quiring their  fervice  in  the  royal  army,  unlefs 
they  would  enter  as  volunteers.     The  revolt- 
ere,  however,  inftead  of  yielding  to  thefepro- 
mifes,  gave  up  the  Britilh  meflengers  to  ge- 
neral Wayne,  their  commanding  officer,  and 
congrefs  having  fent  commiflioners  to  nego- 
tiate an  arrangement^  mutual  tonceflions  were 
made,  and  half  the  revolters  returned  to  the  15th  Jan. 
fervice.    Thus  this  great  event  produced  no 
other   confequence  than  that  of  facilitating 
general  Arnold's  progrefs,  by  preventing  Wafh- 
ington  from  fending  detachments  to  oppofe 
him. 

Such  was  the  general  refult  of  operations  State  of 
defigned  to  favour  lord  Cornwallis.  When  '**'  "^"•• 
that  nobleman  commenced  the  campaign, 
general  Greene  was  encamped  near  Hick's 
Creek  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pedee,  with  a 
force  confifting  only  of  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  feven  men,  of  whom  more  than 
half  were  militia ;  while  lord  Cornwallis  had 
under  his  command,  at  Wynnefborough  and 
adjacent  places,  five  thoufand  five  hundred  re- 
gulars, befides  a  numerous  militia. 

Greene  detached  five  hundred  and  forty-  Xarieton 
men,  under  general  Morgan,  to  gain  the  wef-  <*cfwted  at 
tern  frontiers  of  South  Carolina,  and  threaten  ^0$.^''' 
the  Britifh  pofl;  at  Ninety-Six,   while  the  re- 
maining force  alarmed  the  country  in  front  of 
Camden.     Lord  Cornwallis,  preparatory  to  his 
invafion  of  North  Carolina,  detached  colonel 

c  c  4  Tarleton 
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CHAP.  Tarleton  with  one  thoufand  men  againft  Mor- 
^5^'^   gan,  and  to  favour  this  defign,  himfelf  moved 
1781.     towards   Turkey   Creek,    but  was   prevented 
X7A  Jan.    fi-Q,!^  efFeftual  co-operation.     Tarleton,  after  a 
fatiguing  march,  round  the  enemy  at  a  place 
called  the  Cowpens,  augmented  by  reinforce- 
ments to  an  equality  in  point  of  numbers  with 
himfelf,  but  inferior  in  cavalry.     He  attacked 
thep)  with  his  ufual  impetuofity,  and  having 
defeated  the  firft  and  fecond  line,  was  in  hopes 
of  a  complete  viftory.     Some  ipiftake  however 
appears  to  have  prevented  the  charge  of  the 
JBritifli  cavalry  in  time  to  hinder  the  Ameri- 
cans from  rallying,  they  became  in  their  turn 
the  affailants,    di*ove  back  the  fatigued  and 
imfupported  infantry ;  terror  fpread  on  every 
fide ;  the  legion  cavalry  difgraccfully  ifled,  rc- 
gardleft  of  repeated  commands,  while  the  in- 
fantry were  (lain  or  captured  tp  the  number  of 
feven  hundred.     Tarletpn  himfelf,  at  the  head 
of  fourteen  officers,  and  about  forty  men  of 
the  fcventeenth  regiment  of  dragoons,  cut  his 
way  through  the  oppofmg  cavalry,  and  reached 
loixl  Cornwallis.     The  Americans  gained  great 
honour  by  this  important  and  upexpeded  vic- 
t:ory,  and  the  defeat  yas  additionally  diftreffing 
to  the  Britiili  army,  a?  it  was  attended  with 
the  irreparable  lofs  of  all  the  light  troops. 
29th  Jan.        This  difafter,  injurious  and  portentous  as  it 
LordCorn-  was,  did  uot  dctcr  lord   Cgrnwallis  from  in- 
^esX?  vading   North    Carolina.     Animated   by  the 
£an.  hope   of  recapturing  Morgan's  prifoners,  he 

rapidiy  advanced  towards  the  Catawba,  but 
finding  his  march  retarded  by  his  baggage, 
caufed  all  that  pxcepded  the  limits  of  the  moft 
fl:ri6t  neceili^y  to  be  deftroyed.  He  reached 
»9th.  the  banks  of  the  river  two  hours  after  the 
American  general  had  croflcd,  but  in  that 
fpiajl  interval,  ^  rife  of  thq  water  prevented 
,  .        '  ■  *  ^  ^  his 
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his  paflTage,   and  afforded   time  for  Morgan   chap. 
to  fend  forward    his    prifoners  to   Virginia,    ^3^;^ 
and  colled  the  militia  to  difpute  the  fo  d>.      1781. 
General    Greene,  judging  this   crifis  worthy 
of  his  perfonal  interference,  ordered  his  army 
to  join    Morgan    by    forced    marches,    and 
himfelf  repaired   to    the   ihores    of  the   Ca-  31ft  Jan. 
tawba  with  ftill  greater  expedition,  riding  a 
hundred  and  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  country. 
Although  the  river  was  nearly  five  hundred  Jl^iJ^f^jh^ 
yards  wide,  and  the  fords^  defended  by  ftrong  CatawiMu 
bodies  of  the  enemy,  lord   Comwallis  paifed 
with  only  four  killed  and  thirty-fix  wounded. 
Colonel  Tarleton  was  difpatched  in  purfuit  of 
the  retreating  militia;  and  the  cavalry  under 
his  con^mand)  by  gallantly  routing  five  hun- 
dred men  at  Tarrant's  Tavern,  retrieved  a  por- 
tion of  the  honour,  though  they  could  not  re- 
gain the  advantages  loft  at  the  Cowpens. 

From  tlie  Catawba  the  Britifh  army  pur-  Amvetat 
fued  tlie  enemy  to  the  Yadkin,  a  march,  or 
rather  a  race  of  thirty-eight  miles,  rendered 
extremely  difficult  by  bad  roads  and  fwelled 
creeks,  and  a  fevere  a«d  painy  winter.  'The 
feritifh  troops  bore  with  heroic  fortitude  the 
privation  of  Ipirits,  and  even  of  food,  but  for- 
tune again  refcued  the  flying  foe  from  their 
grafp,  by  an  almoft  miraculous  fall  of  the  Yad- 
kin to  facilitate  the  paflage  of  the  fugitives,- 
while  tliat  of  the  purfuers  was  impeded  by  a 
fudden  rife, 

The  two  divifions  of  the  American  army  andcroflet 
now  effe6led  a  junction,  and  the  Britifh  com-  J|^«  Yad- 
mander  ftill  hoped  to  impede  their  retreat  into 
Virginia,  though  from  the  flate  of  the  river, 
he  could  not  crofs  without  a  circuitous  march 
of  fifty  miles.     He  was  deceived  by  reports  of  Thecnemy 
difficulties  m  pafting  the  »iver  Dan,  but  after  «trcatimo 

a  vigor-  ^"'si««; 
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a  vigorous  and  inceffant  purfuit,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  find  the  enemy  effe6ted  their 
retreat  without  impediment:  general  Greene 
acquired  great  applaufe  by  his  aftivity,  judg- 
ment, and  intelligence. 

Disappointed  in  the  main  objeft  of  his 
purfuit,  lord  Comwallis  returned  by  flow 
marches  to  Hillfborough,  where  he  erefted  the 
royal  flandard,  and  by  proclamation  invited 
all  loyal  fubjefits  to  Join  him  in  arms,  and  with 
ten  days  provifion^*  Although  the  loyalifts 
of  North  Carolina  had  been  greatly  diminifh- 
ed  and  depreffed  by  perftcutions,  Greene  re- 
paired the  Dan  to  prevent  the  effefts  of  the 
proclamation.  Colonel  Pyle  had  collefted 
a,  body  of  near  three  hundred  loyalifts,  for 
whofe  proteftion  colonel  Tarleton  was  detach- 
ed witn  the  cavalry,  and  a  fmall  body  of 
infantry.  At  the  fame  time  Greene  difpatched 
lieutenant- colon  el  Lee  to  prevent  the  junSion 
of  this  corps  with  the  JBritifh  army.  The 
loyalifts  meeting  Lee's  detachment,  and  mif- 
taking  them  for  friends,  were  furrounded,  and 
although  they  implored  quarter  on  their  knees, 
were  all  inhumanly  butchered. 

The  re-appearance  of  the  Americans  in 
North  Carolina,  impeded  the  fupplies  of  the 
Britifh  army;  and  the  country  being  nearly 
exhaufled,  lord  Cornwallis  retreated  to  a  new 
pofition  on  Allamance  Creek,  between  Hav 
and  Deep  rivers.  This  meafure,  though  dic- 
tated by  imperious  neceflity,  did  not  efcape 
cenfure,  as  tne  period  limited  in  the  proclama- 
tion for  the  jun^ion  of  the  loyalifts,  which  had 
fubjeded  the  moft  zealous  to  punifhment  for 
having  indifcreetly  fliewn  their  attachment  to 

•  Many  came  in,  but  feeing  the  diftrefled  fbte  of  the  Britidi 
tnjny,  retired. 

the 
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the Britifli  caufe, was  not  yet  expired;  they  after^  chap. 
wards  reluftantly  joined  the  army.     The  Ame-  y^^hj, 
ricans  advancing  as  lord  CornwalUs  retired,      1781. 
an  ineffe6lual  attempt  was  made  to  beat  up  6th  March* 
their  quarters ;  Greene,  though  greatly  fupe- 
rior  in  numbers,  cautioufly  avoiding  an  en- 
gagement till  the  arrival  of   expefted  rein- 
lorcements. 

At  length,  having  received  all  his  fupplies,  isdi  Mar« 
and  choien  an  advantageous  pofition  near  Qy^|[j^ 
Guildford  court-houfe,  he  offered  battle,  and 
the  Britiih  commander,  with  an  army  reduced 
to  lefs  than  two  thoufand  men,  eagerly  ad- 
vanced to  the  confli6l  againft  five  thoufand. 
The  engagement,  M'hich  was  long,  and  main- 
tained witn  deteiTOined  valour  on  both  fides, 
terminated  in  a  glorious  and  honourable  vic-^ 
tory  to  tlie  Britiih  troops ;  but  the  commander 
had  to  lament  the  lofs  of  nearly  onCv  third  of 
his  force,  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  being 
killed,  wounded,  and  mifiing,  including  feveral 
meritorious  and  eileemed  ofificers.  His  troops 
mrere  exhaufled  with  the  fatigue  of  a  long 
march,  unprovided  with  tents,  and  fo  mifer- 
ably  deftitute  of  provifions,  that  their  allow- 
ance on  the  enfuing  day  amounted  to  no  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  flour,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  lean  beef.  The  night  was . 
dark  and  tempeiluous,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents 
on  the  unprotefted,  fatigued,  and  famifhing 
troops,  while  thc^  cries  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  aggravated  the  horrors  of  the  fcene. 

General  Greene  retreated  to  the  iron-  LoixiCorn. 
works  on  Troublefome  Creek;  but  lord  Corn-  ^a*i»sre- 
wallis,  finding  purfuit  impoffible,    retired  by  wuming. 
caiy  marches  towards   Crofs  Creek,  leaving  tonj 
leventy  of  his  wounded,  under  a  flag  of  truce, 
to  the  humanity  of  the  enemy.    Before  his  de- 
parture 
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CHAP,  parture  he  iffucd  a  proclamation,  reciting  his 
^^f^    viftory,  calling  on  all  loyal  fubje6ls  to  return 
X7S1.      to  government,  and  promifing  proteftion  and 
pardon  to  thofe  who  obeyed.     Far  from  being 
able  to  afford  affiftance  to  others,  He  found 
that  Crofs  Creek  could  not  fupply  his  fol- 
lowers with  neceflaries ;  they  wer«  worn  down 
by  the  hardfliips  and  fatigues  of  a  march  of  fix 
hundred   miles,    in   which   they  had   forded 
feveral  large   rivers,    and  numberlefs  creeks, 
feveral  of  which  would  in  any  other  country 
be  reckoned  large  rivers,  without  tents  or  co- 
vering again  ft  the  climate,  and  often  without 
ythApiiJ.  provisions.     He  found  himfelf,  therefore,  com- 
pelled to  a  further  retreat,  and  preferred  Wil- 
mington, a  fea-port,  to  Camden,  where  lord 
Rawdon  was  threatened  with  an  attack. 
He  in-  After  purfuing  for  fome  time  the  track  of 

▼ades  vir.  ^}^^  retreating  army,  general  Greene  marched 
*^"**'        towards  Camden,  while  lord  Cornwallis,   em- 
barrafled  with  a  choice  of  difficulties,  and  his 
force  reduced  to  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
«5th  April,  five  men,  took  advantage  of  Greene's  abfence 
to  proceed  through  North  Carolina  to   Vir- 
ginia. 
LordRavr.       LoRD  Rawdon  was  Unapprised  of  theene- 
don defeat*  my's  approach,  and  when  Greene,  with  a  force 
It*Hoi^^   exceeding  two  thoufand    men,   encamped  at 
kirk*sHJU.  Hobkirk's  Hill,  his  garrifon  at  Camden  was 
only  eight  hundred,  and  reduced  to  a  ihort  al-, 
*sth.         lowance  of  provifions.     He  did  not  however 
wait  to  be  attacked,  but  with  officer-like  de- 
cifion  fallied  forth,  and  after  a  fevere  conflift 
routed  the  Americans,  killing  and  M-ounding 
five   hundred,  but  his  own  lofs  amounted  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  eight,    which,   in  the 
relative  ftate  of  forces,  was  more  than  equiva- 
lent to  that  of  the  enemy.    The  attack  was 

however 
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however  not  lefs  judicious  than  fpirited,  for  chap. 
the  fuperiority  of  the  invading  army,  and  their   \  ^^Ij 
force  of  artillery,  muft  foon  have  rendered  de-      1781. 
fence  impoffible. 

The  return  of  an  American  army  to  the  pro-  Aaivityof 
vince  of  South  Carolina,  gave  additional  im-  ^^^JTs? 
pulfe  to  the  fpirit  of  difafFe6lion,  which  had 
been  affiduoufly  encouraged  ])y  the  partizans 
Sumpterand  Marion.     Aided  by  colonel  Lee,  »3d  April, 
whom  Greene  detached  for  that  purpofe,  they 
reduced  Fort  Watfon,  on  the  river  Santee,  a 
tafk  which  they  accompliflied  without  artillery 
or  intrenching  took,  by  means  of  a  work  on 
an  unufual  plan,  which   overlooked  the  fort, 
and  from  which  rifle  men  fired  with  unerring 
aim  on  every  individual  who  ventured  to  ap- 
pear.    By  feizing  the  paffes  they  retarded,  but 
could  not  prevent  the  junction  of  colonel  Wat-  7th  May, 
fon  with  lord  Rawdon,  who  thus  replaced  the 
numbers  he  had  loft  at  Hobkirk's  Hill. 

Int£lligk]IC£  of  this  reinforcement  being  Cimdcn 
conveyed  to  Greene,  he  Ihifted  his  pofition  to  ^^^^'^^^^^^^ 
avoid    an    attack;    lord    Rawdon   evacuated 
Camden,    after  deftroying  the  leaft  portable 
ftorcs,  and  retired  to  Monk's  Corner,  for  the  10th  Maj. 
proteftion    of   Charleftowu,  the   defences    of 
which  were  in  a  feeble  ftate,  lord  Cornwallis 
having  before  his  departure  demolifhed  fome 
of  the  old  works,  and  the  new  not  being  yet 
completed.      About  the  fame  time   Lee  and  "JjJ** 
Marion  captured  FortMotte  on  the  Congaree,  otLrfom 
Orangeburgh  yielded  to  Sumpter,  and  Lee  re-  ^a^en  by  . 
duced  Fort  Gran  by.  the  enemy. 

Satisfied  with  thefe  fuccefles  in  the  north  Theirfuc^ 
and  north-eaft  parts  of  South  Carolina,  general  q^*"jj 
Greene  direfted  his  views  to  the  weflern  fron- 
tier of  that  province,  and  to  Georgia.     Gol- 
phin,  on  the  banks  of  the  Savannah,  foon  fur- 
rendered,  . 
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rendered,  and  Augufta  was  reduced  by  a  re- 
petition of  the  expedient  employed  at  Fort 
Watfon. 

Meanwhile  general  Greene  laid  fiege  to 
Ninety- Six,  where  the  commander,  colonel 
Cruger,  by  the  interception  of  lord  Rawdon's 
meflengers,  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  re- 
cent tranfadions.  The  defences  of  this  village 
wel'e  incomplete,  and  the  garrifon  confided 
only  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  provincial 
troops ;  but  the  fpirit  and  ability  of  the  com- 
manding officer  fruftrated  the  attacks  of  the 
befiegers.  Once  he  deftroyed  their  works  by 
a  mafterly  fally,  and  interrupted,  by  fimilaf 
•efforts,  the  progrefs  of  ue\y  ones  commenced 
at  a  greater  diftance.  This  hazardous  defence 
was  continued  with  unremitting  exertion  dur- 
ing three  weeks,  when  the  garrifon  were  re- 
duced to  the  greateft  extremities  for  want  of 
water ;  but  their  fpirits  were  revived  by  intel- 
ligence from  an  intrepid  loyalift,  that  lord 
Kawdon  was  marching  to  raife  the  fiege.  Ge- 
neral Greene  had  more  precife  information, 
and  after  an  ineffedual  endeavour  to  carry  the 
place  by  ftorm,  retreated  acrofs  the  Saluda 
with  fufiicient  celerity  to  evade  purfuit. 

Lord  Rawdon  had,  however,  no  intention 
to  retain  pofTeflion  of  Ninety-Six;  he  >ras 
only  anxious  to  refcue  the  loyalifis  from  the 
vengeance  of  their  countrymenj  againft  which 
he  knew  that  neither  fentimcnts  of  humanity 
nor  the  terms  of  a  capitulation  afforded  fufti- 
cient  proteftion.  The  divifion  of  his  force  for 
the  eicort  of  thefc  unfortunate  perfons  to 
Charleftown,  encouraged  general  Greene  again 
to  hang  on  his  army,  till  the  heat  of  the  feafon 
compelled  both  parties  to  feek  repofe.  General 
Greene,  being  joined  by  th&  detachments  under 
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Lee,  Sampler,  and  Marion,  encamped  on  the    chap. 
high  hills  of  Santee,  while  lord  Rawdon  retir-    ^x^^-  ^ 
ed   to   Orangeburgh,   and  fliortly  afterwards      ,78,. 
the  impaired  Itate  of  his  health  rendered  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  revifit  his  native  land. 

DuBiNo  the  late  difafters,  the  difaffedion  Execatioo 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  treachery  of  thofe,  ^!|^^ 
who  under  pretence  of  loyalty  had  joined  the 
Britiih  (iandard,  were  more  than  ufually  ap- 
parent.     An  example  to  deter   others  from 
fimilar  attempts  was  among  the  lad  public  a6ls 
of  lord  Rawdon;  colonel  Ifaac  Haynes,  who  juiy. 
had  taken  the  oath  and  ferved  in  the  Britifh 
army,  being  captured  fighting  in  the  American 
cauie,  was  condemned  to  death  by  a  court  of 
inquiry  at  Charleftown  as  a  traitor.     His  exe-  4th  Aug. 
cution  occafioned  a  threatening  proclamation 
from  general  Greene,  and  was  the  fubje6t  of  ^^^  j^ 
much  public  difcuffion  in  England,  but  the 
condu^  of  lord  Rawdon  was  deemed  completely 
jufiifiable.^ 

After  the  departure  of  lord  Rawdon,  the  Battle  at 
chief  command  devolved  on  colonel  Stewart  ^^^^ 
Greene  had  already  achieved,  by  valour,  judg-    P""S«* 
ment,  and  perfeverance,  the  chief  objed  of 
the  campaign,  recovering  the  principal  part  of 
South  Carolina,    and  confining    the    Englifh 
within  the  three  great  rivers  Santee,  Congaree, 
and  Edifio.     Being  reinforced  by  a  confider-  ^adAog. 
able  body  of  militia  and   other    troops,    he 
inarched,  as  foon  as  the  weather  would  permit, 
to  attack  the  firitilh  army,  who  fell  back  from 
Wateree  to  Eutaw.     Although  colonel  Stewart  tth  Sept. 
was  apprifed  of  Greene's  approach  by  two  de- 
ferters,  he  gave  no  credit  to  their  intelligence, 

*  See  Piipcrt9D  thii  fubje^lf  Remembrancery  vol.  xiii.p.  ist. 

but 
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CHAP,    butfent  four  hundred  unarmed  men  ofi  that 
yj^^  very  road  to  procure  vegetables,  the  greater 
^7«i-     part  of  whom  were  taken  prifoners.     The  few 
who  efcaped  fpread  alarm,  not  unaccompanied 
with  terror.     An  obftinate  and  bloody  engage- 
ment however  enfued,  in  which  the  artillery 
of  both  parties  was   feveral  times  taken  and 
retaken ;  both  claimed  the  vi^lory,  and  near- 
ly  feven   hundred  were  flain,  wounded,  and 
milling  on  each  fide.     The  Britifti  having  kept 
the  field  that  night  and  the  following  day,  re- 
tired to  Monk's  Corner,  and  fubfequently  to 
Charlestown  Neck,  while  General  Greene,  too 
much  enfeebled  to  make  an  attempt  on  the 
city,  regained  his  former  encampment  on  the 
high  hills  of   Santee;    thus  terminating  the 
eventful  campaign  in  South  Carolina*. 
Expedition      DuRiNo  tliefc  tranfaclions.  Sir  Henry  Cliu- 
m  *a*  *nft  ^^^  ^^  prevented,  by  the  reduced  (late  of  his 
Poitf^      force,  from  undertaking  any  diftant  enterprize. 
mouth.      Early  in  the  year  he  felt  confiderable  apprehen- 
ajd  Jm,    ijQj^g  fQj  i]^Q  fafety  of  New  York ;  the  French 
having  attained  a  fuperiority  of  naval  power 
in  confequence  of  the  lofs  of   the  Culloden 
man  of  war  in,  a  tempeft,  while  the  America 
was  feparated  from  the  fleet,  and  the  Bedford 
difmantled.    The  French  admiral  availing  hiin- 
felf  of  this  accident,    blocked  up  the  port  of 
Portfmouth  in  Virginia,  where  general  Arnold 
was  eftablilhed;  Walhington  embarked  a  large 
body  of  troops  under  La  Fayette  to  aft  in  that 
quarter,    and  entertained    fanguine    hopes  of 
furrounding  and  capturing  Arnold,  but  they 
were  fruftrated  by  the  langour  and  ineptitude 

t  In  the  enfuing  year,  the  provincial  legiflature  rccompenfed  the 
fervices  of  general  Greene  by  the  donation  of  an  eftaie  ot  the  value  of 
ten  tUoufand  guineas.     See  Rcmembrancei,  vol.xiv.  p.  140. 

of 
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of  the  French  general  and  admiral;  and  the  chap. 
difpatch  of  a  reinforcement  of  two  thoufand   ^^^-^ 
men  from  New  York,  under  general  Phillips,      1781. 
enabled  the  Britifli  to  refume  offenfive  opera-  26th  Mar. 
tians.     After  completing  the  fortification  of  Gcncrti 
Portfmouth,  general  Phillips  ravaged  the  coim-  ^jj^^^'lf 
tty,  and  deftroyed  a  large  quantity  of  valua-  ginia, 
ble  ftores,  without  lofs,    and   almoft  without 
oppofition.     Having  achieved  the  objefts  of 
his  march,  and  left  a  garrifon  in  the  fmall  fort 
at  Mill  Point,  Phillips  was  preparing  to  re- 
join Sir  Henry  Clinton,  according  to  nis  origi- 
nal inftruftions,  vhen  he  received  intelligence 
of  the  march  of  lord  Comwallis,  accompanied  7  A  May, 
with  a  requeft  that  the  armies  fliould  unite  at 
Petcrfturgh.       Compliance  with  this  demand  jth. 
was  the  laft  military  a6k  of  general  Phillips,  ^*  ^^^^ 
who  after  a  (hort  illnefs,  died  of  a  malignant 
ftver,  and  the  command  again  devolved  on  ge- 
neral Arnold.     The  junftion  of  the  armies  was 
rfTefted    without   difficulty,    lord    Comwallis 
leaving  reached  Peterfturgh,  with  only  flight  aothMay. 
oppofition,   at  the  head  of   fixteeii  hundred  it^*ci,i 
nien,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon.  w«Bt9. 

In  this  interval  the  commander  in  chief, 
unapprized  of  lord  Comwallis's  movement) 
had  fent  a  confiderable  reinforcement  to  the 
army  in  Virginia,  hoping  to  facilitate  the  re- 
turn of  all  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  New 
York,  which  he  confidercd  in  danger  of  an 
attack.  His  further  intentions  were,  if  the 
city  ihould  be  fecure,  to  move  as  high  as  pof- 
fible  up  the  Chefapeak,  and  by  the  effeft  of  an 
operation  which  had  been  preconcerted  with 
general  Haldimand,  who  commanded  in  Ca^ 
nada,  to  make  an  intire  divifion  between  the 
united  colonies,  and  inclofing  the  aimies,  ra« 
vage  on  either  fidC;  as  circumftanoes  might  re^ 

yot.  Ill,  D  p  quire. 
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CHAP,  quire.     Lord  Comwallis,  however,  unacquaint* 
^^J^   ed  with  Clinton's  views,  expeditioufly  croflfed 
1 78 1.     James  river  in  purfuit  of  la  Fayette,  difpatch- 
ing  two  bodies"  of  troops,  under  colonels  Tarle- 
ton  and  Simcoe,  in  different  directions  to  de- 
ftroy  llores  and  provifions. 
h^F^^cTte       ^^  Fayette  refted  his  only  hope  in  a  meet- 
'  ing  with  general  Wayne,  who  was  advancing 
to  join  him  with  a  body  of  troops  from  Mary- 
land.    He  retreated  with  fo  much  celerity  that 
purfuit  foon  became  hopelefs,  but  the  two  de- 
tached expeditions  were  eminently  profperous. 
Succefa  of  Tarlcton,  with  his  ufual  fpeed  and  intrepidity, 
xlrlcten    reached  Charlotteville,  and  broke  up  the  frf- 
lion  of  the  general  affembly  of  the  province, 
taking  feven  of  its  members,  and  one  member 
'  of  the  general  congrefs,  prifoners;  Mr.  Jefferfon, 

Srefident  of  the  province,  narrowly  efcaped. 
'arleton  in  his  progrefs  deftroyed  feveral  wag- 
gons laden  with  cloathing  and  (lores,  and  at 
Charlotteville  a  thoufand  new  firelocks,  four 
hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  with  confider- 
able  quantities  of  tobacco  and  cloathing. 
andcoio-        CoLONEL  SiMCOE  was  equally  fuccefcful: 
ncisimcoe.  the  enemy,  under  baron  Steuben,  had  removed 
to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Fluvanna,  but  by 
an  ingenious  feint  he  induced  them  to  aban- 
don their  fl;ores,   which  were  deftroyed  by  a 
fmall    detachment  under  .  captain    Stevenfon 
and  cornet  Wolfey,  who  pafled  the  river  in  ca- 
noes. 
Dcfpr.jrof    .  The  progTcfs  of  the  Britift  army  in  pur- 
theAincri- fuit  of  la  Fayette  was  attended   with  general 
*'*°'*         deftruftion  of  ftores  and  property.     The  dif- 
trefs  of  the  Americans  was  now  extreme ;  their 
operations   retarded   by  the  want   of    enthu- 
fiafm  and  public  confidence,  their  paper  cur- 
rency fo:  much  depreciated  that  it  no  longer 
...   /  .  .  .    anfwered 
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anfw^red  the  purpofes  of  its  emiffion,  while  chap- 
the  recent  ravages  in  the  hitherto  favoured  vj-p^^^, 
province  of  Virginia,  completed  the  public  de-^  *'**• 
ipair.  The  incapacity  of  congrefs  to  proceed 
in  the  conteft  was  afcertained  by  intercepted 
difpatches,  and  the  prifoners  taken  by  Tarle- 
ton  reprefented  as  the  prevailing  fentiment, 
that  if  Great  Britain  could  hinder  the  intended 
co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  and  anny  with 
the  native  forces,  during  the  enfuing  autumn, 
^he  French  alliance  would  be  diflblved,  and  an 
union  with  the  mother-country  cordially  em- 
braced both  by  congrefs  and  the  people  **• 
No  exertion  was  neceffary  on  the  part  of  the 
Britiih  arniies;  a  fyftem .  ftudioufly  defenlive, 
preventing  all  fplendid  advantages  on  the  (ide 
of  their  opponents,  would  have  reduced  them 
to  deibair^  and  fruilrated  all  hopes  of  ultimate 
fuccels. 

Both  the  French  and  American  comman-  ^rojeatoi 
ders  were  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  eflFefting  the  enemy 
fome  great  achievement  to  reanimate  the  droop-  Jf^^  York. 
ing  cauie,  and  when  M.  de  Barras  arrived  with  a 
fquadron  of  ihips,  Wafhington,    in  an  inter-  21ft  May, 
view  with  him  and  Rochambeau,  propofed  an 
attack  on  New  York.    This  appeared  to  be  the 
only  exploit  of  fufficient  importance  to  claim 
their  exertions,  as  the  march  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  Virginia  was  not  yet  known. 

Sir   Henry  Clxnton  being  apprized  of  Jwne- 
thefe  intentions,  by  an  ^xprefs  intercepted  in  the  quires""' 
Jerfeys,  forwarded  difpatches  to  accelerate  the  troopsfrpm 
return  of  the  detachments  from  Virginia.    He  Virguua^ 
did  not,  however,  infift  on  their  immediately 
quitting  lord  Cprnwallis  if  he  was  engaged  in 
a  movement  which  required  their  afliflance ;  or 

^  Tarleton^s  Campaignsi  p.  ^97. 

X>  V  2,  if 
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CHAP,  if  he  would  employ  them  in  co-operating  with 
^J^J;^   the  loyalifts  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Chefapeak, 
178X.     and  upon  the  Sufquehamia,  which  would  have 
made  an  effedual  diverfion  of  Waftiington's 
3oih  June,  jjbrce.     This  plan  not  meeting  the  approbation 
of  lord  Comwallis,  he  refolved  to  fend  back 
the  troops,  and  according  to  his  underilandiog 
of  Sir    Henry  Clinton's  difpatches,    repaffed 
James  river,  and  retired  to  Portfmouth. 
6th  July,         As  the  Britiih  troops  were  about  to  embark, 
The  order   \^  Fayette,    who  had  joined  general  Wayne, 
man^".     made  an  approach  to  harafs  their  rear,   but,  in- 
ftead  of  gaining  the  expelled  advantage,  was 
himfelf  attacked^  and  night  alone  faved  him 
txthjuiy.  from  defirudion.      Before  the  Britiih  troops 
could  putto'fea,  Clinton  wrote  two  difpatches, 
expreffing  difapprobation  at  the  abapdomnent 
of  the  neck  of  land  at  Williamiborg^  requir- 
ing lord  Cornwallis  to  refume  that  poiition,  and 
fortify  himfelf  in  Old  Point  Comfort,  as  the 
beft  naval  (iation  which  he  could  prote^,  with 
or  without  the  addition  of  York  town,  as  he 
ihould  find  moft  convenient ;  and  be  was  per- 
mitted to  retain  the  troops  which  he  had  been 
required  to  return. 
LordCorn-      In  purfuancc  of  what  he  confidcred  to  be 
waiHg  fta-   the  fpirit  of  thefe  inftruftions,  lord  Comwallis 
York  "     Purveyed  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  finding  nei- 
town.        ther  that  nor  Portfmouth  a  fiiiiiciently  defen- 
iftto»»d   five  ftation  for  fhips,    evacuated   them,    and 
Anguft.      fortified  the  towns  of  York  and  Gloucefter. 
iihjuiy.        Meakwhii>p  Wafliiugton  having  eflfefted 
Tiicene.    ajun6iion  with  Kochambeau,  appeared  more 
Ne^^TYor^  than  once  in  force  before  New  York,  with  the 
lift  and     ft* cming  intention  of  niaking  an  attack  as  foon 
*^  h  A       ^    *^^  co-operation   of  de  Grailb   c-ould  be 
AiTirai^f  afcertained ;  but  on  his  anival,  his  pilots  re- 
de Graffe.    fufing  to  (leer  his  ibips  over  the  bar  of  New 

7  .        .  York, 
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York,    the  attack  vas  abandoned,   and  the  cha^. 
united    French  and  American  armies,    after  .^,,,^ 
feveral  feints,  marched  acrofs  the  Jerfeys  to     1781. 
Philadelphia.         ^  30th  Aug. 

Although  the  intention  of  count  de  Grafle  Amvai  of 
to  vifit  America  was  well  known,  it  was  not  h^^"*^ 
conceived  that  he  would  employ  his  whole  ar- 
mament in  that  expedition,  and  negled  the  con- 
voy of  the  homeward-bound  trade.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  therefore  followed  him  with  only  four- 
teen fail  of  the  line,  and  on  his  arrival  admiral 
Graves  (who  as  fenior  took  command  of  the 
fquadron)  poffeiTcd  only  nineteen  fail  of  the  3o«hA«f» 
line,  to  oppofe  twenty-eight.  De  Grafle  hav- 
ing received  proper  information  from  La 
Fayette,  forwarded  to  the  main  army  the  land 
force  he  had  conveyed  from  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  blocked  up  York  river,  with  four  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  while  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  was  anchored  in  Lyn- 
haven  Bay  within  the  Capes  of  Virginia. 

In  this  pofition  they  were  difcovered  by  ad-  ^^  ?^* 
miral  Graves;  a  partial  adion  enfued,  in  which  tionbe-"** 
confiderable  damage  was  done  to  both  fleets;  twecnth* 
no  fliip  was  taken,  but  the  Terrible,  a  Britifh  ^^•^ 
man  of  war,  was  rendered  incapable  of  future 
fervice,  and  burnt     The  fleets  continued  in 
light  of  each  other  feveral  days ;  but  no  ad- 
vantage of  numbers  or  wind  could  encourage 
the  French*  to  make  an  attack,  and  the  ad^ 
miral,  at  length,  returned  to  the  Chefapeak,  loth. 
where  de  Barras  had  arrived  with  his  fqua- 
dron, and  fourteen  tranfports  laden  with  heavy 
artillery  and  military  ftores.     The  Britifli  ad- 
miral finding  the  pofition  unaflailable,  retired 
to  New  York  to  refit. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  lord  Cornwallis  in  -^^l^T* 
Virginia,  general  Arnold  returned  to  Sir  Henry  "*ncw**^ 

D  D  3c  Clinton,  Londo«» 
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CHAP.   Clinton,  who  now  employed  him  in  an  attack 
xJ!^^    on. New  London  in  Connedicut.     Although 
1781.     deceived  in  his  infonnation  refpefting  the  for- 
6th  Sept.     tifications,  Arnold  took  the  town,  and  a  fort 
called  Grifwold,    by    aflault,  deftroyed    fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  and  burned  twelve  fhips,  the 
flames  of  which  fpreadiug  to  the  town/  great 
part  was  confumed, 
York  The  allied  armies,  intent  on  the  project  of  be- 

^ftcd!"'     ^^^g^^g  ^^^'^  Cornwallis,  did  not  fuffer  their  at- 
tention to  be  diverted  by  any  other  obje6i.  Their 
i4Jth  Sept.  proceedings  being  arranged  at  a  council  of  war 
held  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the  flag  fliip 
»s*«         of  count  de  Grafle,  the  forces  were  landed  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Williamfburgh,  and  be- 
ing joined  by  thofe  under  la  Fayette,  and  M, 
«8th  Sept,  de  St.  Simon,  encamped  before  York  to\\Ti, 

Loud  Cornwallis  did  not  impede  the  ap- 
proaches of  the  enemy,  although  la  Fayette, 
M'ith  only  two  thoufand  men,  was  within  a 
fliort  diltance  of  him,  and  unfupported;  but. 
appear.'j  to  have  relied  with  fanguine  con- 
fidence on  relief  from  New  York,  which  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  exprcffed  hopes  might  arrive 
by  the  fifth  of  Oclober.  In  expectation  of 
this  fuccour,  lord  Cornwallis,  to  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  Wafliington,  av  ithdrew  his  army  M'ithin 
the  works  of  the  tOAvn,  which  were  imme- 
diately occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  poll  at 
Glouceftcr  blockaded.* 
•thandgth  Thk  timc  howcver  clapfed,  and  no  fuccours 
oaobcr.  arrived ;  the  enemy  rapidly  advanced  their 
works  and  completed  their  batteries,  maintain- 
ing an  inceflkut  cannonade,  which  damaged  the 
uuliniilied  fortifications  of  the  town,  filenced 

'  Se«  Wafliington's  letters  to  Congrefs  on  that  fubjed,   ditetl 
OAobcr  I. 

the 
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the  artillery,  and  occafioned  confiderable  flaagh-   c  h  a.v. 
ter.     The  garrifon  were  indefatigable  in  open-    ^^ 
ing  new  embrafures,  and  particularly  annoyed      x78i. 
the  invaders  from  two  redoubts  advanced  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  works.     Thefe  14th  oft. 
were  flormed  by  parties  of  French  and  Ameri-  ^^^tT' 
cans,  feparately  employed  on  the  fervice  to  ex-  ftonncd. 
cite  emulation,  and  afterwards,  by  indefatigable 
induftry,  joined  to  the  works  of  the  befiegers. 
The  defences  of  the  town  were  at  length  com-  x6th. 
pletely  ruined,   and    although    vigorous  and 
fuccefsful  ibrties,  conducted  by  lieutenant-co- 
lonels Abercrombie  and  Lake,  retarded  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,   lord   Cornwallis    was 
convinced  that  his  pofition  was  no  longer  tena- 
ble.    He  attempted  to  efcape,.  by  tranfporting  i^rd 
his  army  acrols  the  river  in  the  nieht;  but  f:?™!!f"l* 

/■11111Y  1  ^      n  attempts  si 

after  he  had  landed  a  part  on  the  oppofite  more,  retreat. 
a  ftorm  prevented  the  return  of  the  boats,  and 
the  few  troopskwho  had  been  ferried  over,  with 
difficulty  rejoined  the  garrifon. 

In  this  extremity,  lord  Cornwallis  furrender-  "9*; 
ed  his  whole  army  prifoners  of  war  to  general  lates.  ^ 
Wafhington,  as  commander  of  the  combined 
force,  and  the  veffeb  in  the  harbour  to  de 
Grafle ;  the  troops  as  prifoners  to  the  United 
States,  the  feamen  to  the  French  king.  The 
garrifon  obtained  the  fame  honours  of  war  as 
had  been  granted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at 
Charleftown;  private  property  was  retained,  and 
the  officers  were  allowed  their  fredom  on  parole. 
The  tenth  article  of  the  capitulation^  was  moft 
expofed  to  cenfure,  as  it  yielded  up  the  loyalifts 

^  The  article  was  in  thefe  words,  **  Natives  or  inhabitants  of  dif- 
ferent pnrts  of  this  country,  at  prefent  in  York  or  G!oucefter>  are  not 
lo  be  puniihed  on  account  of  having  joined  the  firitifli  army/'  An- 
fwrr,  **  Thif  article  cannot  be  afl*ented  to,  being  ^together  of  civii 
refcrt." 

p  D  4  without 
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CHAP,  vithotit  proteAion  to  the  mercy  of  thofe  whd 
^J^J^  had  already  perfecuted  them  vith  fuch  unre- 
jyZj.     lenting  favagenefs  ;  but  in  extenuation,  it  was 
alleged  that  the  Britifli  commander  fecured  the 
fafety  of  thefe  perfons  under  another  form,  by 
obtaining  permiflion  for  the  Bonetta  (loop  of 
war  to  fail  for  New  York,  unfearched,  with  as 
many  foldiers  on  board  as  he  fhould  think  fit, 
provided  they  were  accounted  for  in  any  future 
exchange.     This  article  was  devifed,  and  ufed 
as  the  means  of  conniving  at  the  fate  conduck 
of  the  loyalifts.  *     The  garrifon  at  the  tinie  of 
the  furcender,  amounted  to  five  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  but  only  four  thoufand 
and  feventeen  were  fit  for  duty,  while  the  be- 
fiegers  were  nineteen  thoufand.    They  acquir- 
ed by  the  conqtieft  a  large  train  of  artillery, 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of , arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  ftores,  a  frigate,  two  fhips  of  tAvcnty 
guns,    and  a  great  number  of  tranfports  and 
other  velVels, 
Efforts  of       Dr  H I N  G  the  progrefs  of  this  difaftrous  event, 
CKnton.     gj^  Jicnry  Clinton  had  ufed  every  exertion  to 
aflift  lord  Cornwallis.     He  was  deceived  even 
at  the  moment  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood's  aiTival,  in 
his  information  on  the  comparative  force   of 
the  fleets;  nor  could  he  believe  the  French 
admiral  had  left  the  Weft  Indies  without  de- 
taching any  part  of  his  force  for  proteftion  of 
the  trade,  or  that  Sir  George  Rodney  would, 
unlets  aflured  of  a  fuperiority,  have  proceeded 
with  three  ihips  of  the  line  for  Europe,  and  left 


'  The  plea  of  neccflity,  and  the  fccurity  afFordcH  by  iifing  the 
Bonetta  floop  as  an  afylum,  did  not  tranquillize  the  feelings,  or  caloi 
the  apprchenfions  of  the  loyalilts  throughout  America.  The  word  pU" 
mjfyed^  in  the  loth  article,  was  conftrued  as  an  admiflion  of  guilt,  and 
of  cdnfequent  right  in  the  vif^ors  to  profecute  them  for  a£ls  of  allegi- 
ance to  their  lawful  ibvereign* 

Others 
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Qtbera  in  the  Weft  Indies,  contrary  to  his  pofi-   chap. 
tivc  ojders  from .  go vernment  to  watch  and      ^^^' 
controul  the  operations  of  de  Graffe.     Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood  contributed  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's 
error,  by  a  pofiti ve  ftatement  that  he  poffeffed  a 
force  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy ;  an  affur- 
ance  which  was  not  kno^vn  to  be  unfounded,  till 
after  the  engagement  between   G  raves  and  de 
Graffe  on  the  fifth  of  September.     Sir  Henry 
juftly  confidered  an  attack  on  lord  Cornwallis 
at  York   town  impoffible,   unlefs  the  Britiili 
fleet  was  overmatched  in  the   Chefapeak ;  he 
knew  that  the  original  intention  of  the  com- 
binied  forces  was  to  attack  New  York,  and 
therefore  confidered  their  firft  efforts  a^ainft 
York  town  as  a  feint.     Yet  he  imparted  the 
intelligence  he  received  to  lord  Cornwallis, 
countermanded  his  firfl  order  for  returning  the 
detachments,  and  fent  all  the  recruits  and  con-  ^j^^  ^^u- 
valefcents  he  could  fpare  from  the  defence  of 
New  York^  Long  Kland,  and  Staten  Ifland, 
which  required  nine  thoufand  men,  for  the  aug- 
mentation of  his  lordfhip's  force.     When  the 
intention  to  attack  York  town  became  certain, 
Clinton  prepared  to  difpatch  a  reinforcement 
of  feven  thoufand  men ;  but  the  condition  of 
the  fleet  delayed  their  failing  till  the  nineteenth 
of  Oftober,  the  day  on  which  the  Britifh  army 
furrendered.     On  his  arrival  off  the  Chefapeak, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  information  that 
lord  Cornwallis  had  capitulated,  which  render- 
ed unneceffary  the  plans  he  had  preconcerted 
with  the   adminil  for  forcing  the  enemy  at 
anchor,  and  taking  up  a  pofition  within  them 
in  James  river.     The  prarticability  of  this  at- 
tempt, was  afcertained  by  captain  Elphinftone 
in  the  Experiment,  who  had  reconnoitred  the 
enemy's  pofition,  and  made  the  fignal  accord- 
ingly- 
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CHAP,  ingly.     Had  lo>rd  Cornwallis  not  furrendercd, 
^^^"      it  was  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  intention  to  laud 


'78»»  his  forces  on  that  river,  and  move  towards  the 
enemy,  lord  Cornwallis  making  a  fally  to  favour 
their  joint  operations.  The  terms  in  which  lord 
Cornwallis  announced  and  accounted  for  his 
capture,  occafioned  a  feries  of  difcuflions. 
On  his  arrival  at  New  York,  his  lordlhip  com- 
plained that  his  fervice  was  flighted  in'  fome 
inltances,  and  in  others  not  adequately  fup- 
ported  by  thq  commander  in  chief.  His  plan 
for  reducing  Virginia  had  been  approved,  he 
faid,  by  the  minifiry,  and  was  favoured  by  the 
*  king,  but  difcouraged  by  Clinton ;  and  in  his 
public  difpatch  on  the  furrender  of  York  town, 
he  accufed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  withholding 
a  reinforcement  which  he  had  pofitively  pro- 
mifed  by  the  fifth  of  Oftober. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  allegations,  Sir  Henry- 
Clinton  alleged  that  the  plan  for  invading 
Virginia,  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  provinces, 
was  improper  as  to  time  and  circumftances, 
improperly  forced  on  adminiflration  by  an  in- 
ferior, without  the  privity  of  his  fuperior officer, 
and  undertaken  in  a  rafh  and  unadvifed  man- 
ner. *  His  pofitive  orders  were  to  confider  the 
prefervation  of  South  Carolina,  and  fafety  of 
Charleftown,  paramount  to  all  other  objefts, 
both  ^vhich  were  endangered,  and  even  loft  to 
vicwy  by  the  chafe  of  Greene  acrofs  North 
Carolina,  and  the  fubfcquent  incuriion  into 

■»  It  18  preftimed,  however,  his  lordihip's  error  arofc  from  the  cir- 
cumftancc  of  expc6iing  to  iucceed  to  the  command,  as  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  after  the  captuie  of  Charleftown,  had  reouefted  leave  to 
refign  to  him,  which  his  lordihip  expecting  would  take  place, 
tranfmitted  his  own  plans  to  minifiers  (as  being  the  moil  expeditious 
mode)  without  confulting  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  whofe  refignation 
was  not  accepted.  See  letter  from  lord  George  Germaine,  dated 
July  7i  1781,  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton*s  Narrativci  page  36. 

Virginia. 
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Virginia.  In  that  province  Sir  |Ienry  Clinton  chap, 
bad  never  projeded  any  folid  operation,  con-  '^-^^^j^ 
Yinced  that  the  predatory  and  deftruAive  ex-  *72«- 
curiions  he  had  direfted,  added  to  the  general 
diftrefs,  would  have  terminated  the  American 
war,  if  the  Britiih  army  could  be  preferred 
from  any  important  difafter.  Waihington's 
troops  had  no  objeti  but  New  York  to  which 
their  attacks  could  be  direfted,  had  not  lord 
Cornwallis  prefented  himfelf  to  their  aim  ;  and 
many  errors  were  alleged  againft  his  mode  of 
defence.  He  was  blamed  for  porting  himfelf 
injudicioufly  at  York  and  Gloucefter;  for  not 
.  attacking  the  enemy  in  detail  as  they  were 
forming  the  fiege,  when  the  corps  under  the 
command  of  la  Fayette  at  William  (burg  did 
not  confift  of  more  than  two  thoufand  men, 
and  might  with  eafe  have  been  diflodged  or 
captured  before  the  jun6tion  of  the  other  troops ; 
and  for  neglefting  eafy  and  certain  means  of 
efcape  from  the  overwhelming  force  which 
ultimately  engulphed  him.  The  relief  by  means 
of  the  fleet  was  only  promifed,  if  the  iliips 
could  be  enabled  to  fail  by  the  fifth  of  Odober, 
and  the  promife  was  accompanied  with  an  in- 
ftruftion  to  lord  Cornwallis  to  ufe  every  exer- 
tion for  faving  at  lead  part  of  the  army,  Ihould 
he  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  reinforce- 
ments could  not  arrive  fufficiently  early. 

These  complaints  and  alfertions  on  either 
fide,  have  occafioned  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  event,  which  was  magnified  by  the  Ameri- 
cans and  their  friends  far  beyond  its  real  im- 
portance: congrefs  celebrated  it  with  rejoic- 
ings and  thankfgivings,  their  drooping  caufe 
appeared  to  revive,  and  all  paft  reverfes  to  be 
forgotten-  Subfequent  refolutions  in  Great 
iJritain  juftified  thefe  exhibitions  of  ardent  joy ; 

but 
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CRAP,  but  the  capture  of  lord  Comw&llis's  army, 

^^3^J^  of  four  thoufand  men  fit  for  duty,  though 

i7Si»     felt  with  anguifli  and  dejedion  by  all  loyal 

fubjeds,  might  eafily  have  been  repaired,  bad 

the  fpirit  of  the  nation  adequately  exerted  ita 

refources*  * 

'  *  In  thefc  tnnlaAiont  I  have  conrulted,  befidet  the  HiflMkt  ani 
Gazettes^  the  Pamphlets  pubh'ihed  by  lord  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Hemj 
CUntoii,  and  Tarleton^s  Campaigns,  and  hate  been  aiHfted  bjr  prU 
▼ate  infonnadon  aid  contfpondcnce; 
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CHAPTER  THE   FORTY-SECOND: 

1781 — 1782. 

Conduct  of  neutral  powers. —  Pruffia  admitted 
to  the  armed  confederacy.  —  Unfuccefsful 
efforts  for  a  me^ation. — Altered  conduct 
of  the  emperor  of  Germany-^ he  Joins  the 
armed  confederacy — his  increafing  partia- 
lity towards  France. — State  of  the  public 
mind — meeting  of  parliament — debates  on 
the  addreffes^^on  the  capture  of  Saint 
Euftatia.  -^  Motion  againji  the  war  by  Sir 
James  Lowther. — Debates  on  the  treatment 
of  Mr.  Laurens  --^heis  difcharged-^  recefs.^^ 
Proceedings  in  public  meetings. — Petition  of 
the  common-hall  of  London,  for  peace  and 
a  change  of  miniftry.  —  Admiral  Kempen- 
felfs  unfuccefsful  expe^tion. — Capture  of 
SaintChriJiophers— Nevis  '^Montferrat — 
and  Minorca. — Fox's  motions  on  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  navy. — Motioiis  in  both  houfes 
refpecting  the  conduct  and  characters  of  in- 
dividuals :  —  On  the  treatment  of  colonel 
Haynes — for  an  inquiry  ifito  the  caufes  of 
lord  Cornwallis's  furrender — on  lord  Sack- 
ville's peerage — on  the  promotion  of  general 
Arnold. — Fox's  renerved  motion  refpecting 
the  na:vy. — General  Conway's  motion  againj} 
the  war. — Altercation  between  lord  North 
and  colonel  Barri. — Debates  on  the  new 
taxes. — General  Conway's  fecond  motion,  — 
The  minijier  in  a  minority. — Bill  to  enable 
the  king  ^o  make  peace  with  America. — Lord 
John  Cavendijh's  motion  againji  tkeminifiy. 

— Lord 
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— Lord  North  declares  the  cabinet  dijfohed 
— his  farewel  addrefs  to  the  houfe. — Lord 
Shelburne*s  intended  motion. — Character  of 
lord  North. 

CH AP.  TOURING  thefe  events, the  adminiftration  vera 
sJjH^^^^  inacontinualftateof  alarmandfolicitude; 

i7«i.     diftreffes  were  augmenting,   while  hope   and 
^^"^1^^  °^  coufolation  almoft  vaniflied  from  their  view. 
powers.      None  of  the  continental  powers  fhewed  a  dif- 
pofition  to  make  effe6lual  exertions  for  the 
benefit  of  Great  Britain ;  and  .while  the  efforts 
of  hoftility  were  open,  earned,  and  unremitting, 
thofe  of  friendlhip,  if  indeed  a  jealous  neutra- 
lity could  deferve  that  name,  were  languid, 
cold,  and  feeble. 
Pruiiia  'Iht.  king  of  Pruflia,  ftill  animated  by   his 

admitted    wontcd  avcrfion,  ufed  every  intrigue  and  petty 
»iI^con-  artifice  to  injure  the  interefts  of  England.     By 
fcderacy.     a  public  letter  to  his  minifter  of  finances,  he 
January,     ordered  all  Pruffian  fubjefts  to  withdraw  their 
money  from  the  Britifh  funds,  as  a  general 
bankruptcy  was  inevitable.     He.  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  that  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  the  Dutch  to  the  armed  neutrality, 
occafiqned  their  war  with  England,   and  that 
the  commencement  of  holtilities  was  the  cafus 
foederis  of  the  league.     Although  the  emprefs 
was  not  deluded  by  this  infinuation,  ihe  cooled 
in  her  attachment  towards  Enscland,  and  be- 
came  proportionately  defirous  to  extend  -and 
ftrengthen  the  obnoxious  confederacy.     The 
king  of  Pruffia  was  at  length  included  as  a 
contrafting  party,  and  permitted  grofs  abufes 
to  be  pradifed  under  the  fanclion  of  his  flag, 
while  in  all  his  public  a&s  he  bitterly  inveighed 
agaiuilthem. 

Meak- 
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Meanwhile  attempts  were  renewed  to  tet-    chap. 
sninate  hoftilities  by  mediation  ;  ^  but  even  in   ,,^H^. 
thefe,  a  difpofition  to  deprefs  Great  Britain  was      i78r. 
conftantly  vifible.     The  firft  offer  was,  to  ar-  ^^l^^^^ 
range  difputes  by  a  congrefs  of  Englifli,  French, 
Spanid),    and  American  minilters,   under  the 
aufpices  of  Auftria  and  Ruffia.     It  was  un- 
derftood    that  a  general  fufpenfion   of  arms 
would  be  a  preliminary  propofition.     Although 
the  Britifli  miniftry  reje6ted  fo  difadvantageous 
a  meafure,  yet  they  exerted  themfelves  to  faci- 
litate the  mediation.     Spain  pretended  that  a 
negotiation  was  already  commenced,  through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  then  refident 
at  Madrid ;  this  pretext  was  removed  by  liis 
recal,  but  Spain  gave  no  promife  of  acceding 
to  the  congrefs.     The  conduct  of  France  was 
equally  evafive,  but  both  powers  cajoled  the 
emprefs  with  flattering  compliments  and  un-  ' 
limited  profeffions  of  refpe6l.     Great  Britain 
returned  the  firft  definitive  anfwer,  by  declar- 
ing her  readiuefs  to  meet  in  congrefs  with 
Prance  and  Spain,  but  never  to  permit  the 
interference  of  any  foreign  power  between  her 
and  her  rebellious  fubjefts.     This  declaration  February. 
ferved  as  a  theme  to  the  Bourbon  courts,  who 
declared  they  would  never  make  a  public  facri- 
fice  of  their  honour  and  good  faith  by  aban- 
doning the  Americans. 

At  length,  after  the  interchange  of  nume-  Mediation 
rous   papers,  prince  Kaunitz,   who  had   been  *"^^'^^"*^* 
principally  engaged  in  managing  the  confe- 
rences, declared,  that  the   anlwer^  of  France  September. 
and  Spain  precluded  all  hopes   of  a  favour- 
able termination :  the  principles  they  ftmve  to 
maintain,  convinced  him  that  all  attempts  at 
conciliation  would  be  ill-timed.     Spain  mani- 
fefted  more  paflionand  inflexibility  than  France; 

*  the 
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CHAP,  the  Catholic  king  cxpr^ffing  particular  acri- 
^^    inony,  and  afFefting  peculiar  caufes  of  com* 
i7«i-     plaint. 
Altered  The  Auftfian  minifter  accompanied  this  re* 

AuftrU^^  cital   with  feme  ambiguous  exprelBons;    he 
admitted  the  arguments  of  England  ta  be  fair 
and  honourable,  but  too  lofty  for  the  force  of 
the  nation.    When  the  determination  not  to 
permit  the  introduction  of  American  affairs  was 
difclofed,  he  f^rcaftically  faid^   "  whoever  fuc- 
ceeds  in  making  a  peace  for  you  on  thcfe  terms, 
Erit  mihi  magnus  Apollo.'^    He  exprefled  his 
fentiments  more  fully  when  he  ^announced  the 
feilure  of  the  negotiation.  "  If  you  have  not 
ftrength  enough."  he  faid,   "  to  fupport  your 
rights,  you  muft  yield  to  fuperior  force,  and 
dire  neceffity.     I  own  when  I  hear  it  alleged 
that  the  honour  of  France  muft  not  be  facri- 
ficed  by  abandoning  the  Americans,  I  anfwcr 
as  an  Engliihman  would,  wh^t  have  I  to  do 
with  the  honour  of  France ;   Ae  herfelf  facri- 
ficed  it  at  the  moment  when  flie  contraded  a 
traitorous  and  unwarrantable  connexion  with 
the  king's  rebellious  fubjefts.     We  can  afford 
her  no  other  choice  than  that  of  the  mofl  pro- 
per and  becoming  manner  of  receding   from 
that  connedion.      But  thefe  fentiments  will  be 
unavailing,  even  in  the  mouth  of  an  Englifh 
minifter,  unlefs  you  can  maintain  them   by 
force  in  every  quarter.     Your  prefent  difficul- 
ties and   dangers   feem  to  require  important 
conceilions;  but  I  iliall  applaud  tlie  national 
ipirit  and  vigour  if  they  render  them  unne- 
ccflary." 

This  opinion  of  a  foreign  minifter  refpefting 
the  tranfadions  of  Great  Britain,  would  merit 
little  notice,  did  they  not  indicate  the  altered 
temper  of  the  Auftrian  cabinet*    At  the  deceafe 

of 
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of  the  emprefs  Maria .  Therefa,  in  November,  chap. 
1780,   great  expedations  were  formed  from     XLii. 
the  vigour  and  fpirit  of  Jofeph  IL     But  Kau-   "^(if 
nitz  infufed  into  his    mind  a  partiality  for 
France,  to  which  he  had  previoufly  ihewn  a 
decided   repugnance*      Great   Britain  endea- 
voured to  gain  the  friendiliip  of  the  emperor  by 
liberal  offers,  and  among  others,  to  open  the 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt ;  and  it  M'^as  ftrongly 
urged,  that  a  connexion  with  England  could 
alone  bring  back  that  political  fyftem  whiCli 
would  give  to  Auftria  due  weight  in  the  general 
fcale  ot  Europe.  Prince  Kaunitz,  however,  con- 
fined the  firft  tranfaftions  of  the  new  reign,  to 
that  reftrided  policy  which  he  had  marked  out 
for  the  emprefs  queen:  Jofeph  loft  an  important 
period  in  petty  internal  regulations,  and  was 
fopn  charaderized  by  an  ardent  attachment  to 
trifling  arrangements,  a  jealoufy  of  Pruffia,  and 
a  fub^rviency  to  France.     Kaunitz  poffelied 
great  talents  and  virtues ;  but  he  had  formed 
an  erroneous  fyftem,  and  was  of  a  difpofition 
too  unbending  to  recede. 

The  partiality  of  the  emperor  for  France 
foon  became  apparent  from  the  referve  of  prince 
Kaunitz  towards  the  Englilh  embalfador,  and 
his  vindication  of  the  enemy,  if  not  always 
on  the  ground  of  right,  at  leaft  on  that  of 
expediency.     He  began  alfo  to  difplay  a.pre-  Thcempe- 
dilefction  for  the  northern  league,  and  after  a  ror  join* 
long  and  affectedly  myfterious  concealment^  wnS^^^ 
avowed  the  acceflion  of  his  fovereign  to  that  ncy. 
injurious  compact. 

A  JOURNEY  which  the  emperor  made  to  Hisgrow- 
Paris  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  feemed  totally  {j^jf^'j^ 
to  have  reverfed  thefentiments  he  had  imbibed  i^rdt  ^ 
in  his  former  expedition ;   his  paitiality  was  F^n^-** 
now  as  confpicuous  as  his  contempt  had  been 

VOL.  III.  £E  outrageous. 
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'  CH^P.  outrageous.     His  admiration  of  Louis  XVI.  and 

^  XLii.    fatisfaaion  at  events  favourable  to  France,  ex- 

"^tT^   cited  furprife  at  Vienna,  and  confternation  in 

the  Bvitifli  cabinet.*     . 
State  of  the      The  perplexities  arifing  from  the  afpeft  of 
^""^^l        foreign  aflairs,  were  augmented  by  untoward 
'"*''  appearances  at  home.    Although  G  reat  Britain 

hud  never  before  made  fuch  extenfive  military 
efforts;  although  no.  other  country  had  ever 
conceived  the  idea  of  fending  and  provifioning 
fo  oreat  an  army  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  the  war, 
marked  by  ill  fucccfs,  had  ceafed  to  be  popular  ; 
national  honour,  or  the  jealous  vindication  of  the 
rights  of  foverelgnty,  were  no  longer  confidered 
equivalent  to  the  enormous  expenccs,  Avhich  the 
arts  of  oppofition  had  taught  the  people  to 
reo-ard  wkh  peculiar  fufpicion  and  malevolence. 
The  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  the  colo- 
nies had  been  fo  often  explained,  qualified, 
and  partially  renounced,  that  its  value  wa* 
rendered  almoft  inlignificant,  and  the  pompous 
accounts  of  beneficial  commerce  with  America 
were  generally  difcredited,  fince  a  long  pro- 
traaedfufpenfion  ofintercouife  had  produced 
no  alarming  effects ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
ftreno;th  and  refourccs  of  the  country  furpaffed 
expectation,  and  cxpofed  to  ridicule  the  gloomy 
forebodings  of  theoretical  financiers.  The 
grant  of  American  independence  was  therefore 
contemplated  as  a  moderate  medium  for  the 
'  acquifition  of  peace;  nor  was  the  neceffity  of 
yielding  to  a  formidable  combination  confidered 
derogatory  to  the  national  honour,  which  had 
bcen%  glorioully  maintained  during  the  ftrug- 
gle.     Had  it  been  thought  expedient  to  aim 

Chiefly  from  prWate  information  and  official  corrtfpondenct. 
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at  exciting  ftrenuous  fentiments  of  enthufi^fm,  chap. 
the  {late  of  the  public  mind  was  peculiarly  v^j^, 
unfavourable.  Long  declamations  and  verbofe  *7»»- 
complaints  of  fpeculative  grievances,  orunfelt 
oppreffions,  had  rendered  political  difcuffion 
odious,  and  public  fpirit  fufpefted.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  metropolis,  immerfed  in  luxury,  and 
abandoned  to  diflipation,  ^  furveyed  with  apa- 
thy the  courfe  of  public  events ;  while  thofe 
in  the  country  received  as  incontrovertible 
dogmas  the  rafli  fpeculations  of  their  mock- 
reprefentatives,  their  delegates,  ^nd  corre- 
fponding  committees,  who  aimed  at  general 
reform,  and,  for  the  purpofe  of  overthrowing 
the  miniltry,  did  not  hefitate  to  fliake  the  very 
hafis  of  government. 

In  the  new  parliament,  the  minority  had 
gained  a  confiderable  increafe  of  adherents^ 
and  added  to  their  lift  feveral  refpe6lable  ora- 
tors, bcfides  acquiring  the  important  aid  of 
Sheridan  and  Pitt. 


^  The  date  of  the  Britilh  metropoUs  occafioned  at  this  period 
fevere  animadverfions  againft  the  police.    Within  fight  of  the  palace» 
and  in  the  centre  of  polite  refidence,  an  impudent  empiric,  under 
pretext  of  a  medical  le^ure,  derailed  every  night  the  moft  deteftable 
obfcenitiesy  which  were  collef^ed  by  the  underlings  of  literature,  and 
ient  forth  to  potfon  the  minds  of  the  riiing  generation,  naufeciufly 
iiluftrated  with  difguftiq^  proftitutions  of  the  graphic  art.    A  de- 
ftru^ive  mode  of  adventure  called  **  E.  O.**  was  fuppofed  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  law,  becaufe  not  diftin£liy  fpecified  in  any  ftatute  j  and 
tables  were  held  in  almoft  every  ftreet  and  alley  in  the  metropolis. 
To  thcfe  not  only  men  of  fortune,  but  the  tradefman,  the  mechknic» 
nay  even  the  apprentice  and  the  menial  reforted.     Some  were  efta- 
bliflied  in  common  broiheis,  and  exhibited  difgraceful  fcenes  of  riot, 
drunkennefs  and  debauchery^  while  plunder^  affaflination,  and  fuicide 
abounded.    Late  in  the  enfiiing  feUion,  the  attention  of  the  legiflature 
was  direfted  towards  thefe  nuii'ances,  and  it  was  ftated  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  (fee  Debates,  %6ih  June  178a,}  that  in  two  pariihes  of 
Weftminfter  alone,  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  £.  O.  tables  were 
maintained.  Another  member  corroborated  the  affcrtion,  adding,  that 
five  hundred  more  were  on  the  ftocks,  and  that  they  were  now  to  be 
ibund  in  almoft  every  country  town. 

.   E  £  2  Tuit 
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CHAP.  The  misfortunes  of  the  war  rendi^^red  ttic 
J^-J^  caufe  of  the  miniftry  alnioft  hopelefs,  their 
17S1.  meafures  inefficient,  and  generally  unpopular, 
^vere  languidly  defended,  even  by  their  prp- 
fefled  partizans  ;  and  affailed  by  reproach,  and 
deje6led  by  ill  fuccefs,  they  met  parliament  with 
unufual  anxiety  and  alarm.  % 

17th  Nov.       I>r  the  fpecch  fram  the  throne,   the  king 
J^'^^l^^^j  repeated  his  refolution'to  perfcvere  in  oppofmg 
the  combined  power  of  his   enemies,    till  he 
could  obtain  terms  of  pacification  confiftent 
withhis  own  honour,  and  the  permanent  inte- 
refts  and  fecurity  of  his  people.     The  reftlefs 
ambitioH  Avhich  lirft  excited  the  enemy  to  com- 
mence, ftill  prolonged  the  war,  but  he  could 
ixit  coufent  to  facrilice,  either  to  his  o>vn  defire 
of  peace,  or  the  temporary  eafe  and  relief  of 
his  fubjefls,  tlie  eflential  rights  and  permanent 
interefis  of  the  nation.     lie  mentioned  in  tenn* 
of  deep  concern  the  unfortunate  events  of  the 
campaign  in  Virginia;  but  trufted  in  the  pro- 
te6tiottof  Providence,  the  goodnefsof  his  caufe,. 
jrTie   concurrence  and  fupport    of  parliament, 
the  valour  of  Itrs  forces,  and  a  vigorous,  anii* 
mated,    and   utjitcd   exertion  of  the  faculties 
and  refources  of  the  people,. for  the  reftoratioti 
of  a  fafe  and  honourable  f  eace  to  all  his  do- 
minions. 
Debates         LoHD   Shelburne  movcd  aH  amendment 

^ilreffci.  *^  ^^^^  addrcfs,  and  declared  he  was  not  fur^ 
prifed  at  the  language  uttered  from  the  throne; 
it  proceeded  from  a  valiant  and  generous 
prince,  gathering  firmnefs  from  misfortune, 
and  alfuming  an  air  of  dignity  and  refolution 
in  the  moment  when  calamity  prefled  on  bini 
and  his  people.  Nor  was  he  furprifed  that 
minifters,  taking  advantage  of  fuch  noble  fen- 
.   timeuts,  liad  fabricated  a  fpeech  flattering  to* 

the 
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the  perfonal  feelings  of  their  fovercign ;  but  chap. 
th<i  fituation  of  the  country 'require<l  them  tg   J^Jw- 
refift  the  impulfe  of  their  mafter's  fentiments, 
and  honeftly  impart  fuch  advice  as  would  tend 
to  retrieve  his  affairs.     He  decried  tlie  whole 
canduft  of  the  war,  imputing  its  difafters  to 
Avant  of  fyftem,  combination,  and  intelligence. 
By  uniformly  following  tlie   Freqch,  we  had 
yielded  to  them  every  advantage  :    wherever 
tliey  difpatched  a  large  force,  we  tardily  pur- 
fiied  with  a  fmall  one.     Such  was  the  cafe  at 
the  Chefapeak,  at  Jamaica,  Earbadoes,  and  all 
the  Weft  India  iflands;  nay,  he  p xpected  another 
Chefapeak  at  Plymouth,  and  fliould  not  won- 
der to  find  a  Chefapeak  in  the  river  Thames, 
He  decried  the  war  with  Holhind   as  a  war 
of  perfidy.     From  the  cautious  concealment  of 
the  meafure,  he  expefted  fome  great  achieve- 
ment to  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  reputation 
in   fo  -Ihameful  a  furprife.     But  inftead  of  an 
attack  againft  the  Ipice   iflands,    Ceylon,  or 
ibme  other  important  place,  St.  Eufratia  alone 
Avas  captured,  and  he  folgmnly  believed,  the 
fur  render  of  Jord  Cornwallis's  army  bad  been 
occafioned  by  the  manner  in  which  the  general 
and  admiral  had  difpofed  of  the  ftores.     Ii^ 
conclufion,    he  quoted  an  obfervation  of  the 
late  lord  Chatham  ;  "  If  the  prefent  fyftem  is 

f)uifued,  I  will,  not  fay  that  his  majefty  will 
ofe  the  crown,  but  his  affairs  will  be  precipi- 
tated into  fuch  a  ftate  of  r<iin,  diftraflion,  and  / 
calamity,  that  his  cro\v^  will  be  fcarccly  wortU 
}iis  w^earinfj." 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  coinciding  in  lor4 
Shelhurne's  fentiments,  carried  his  cenfures 
ftill  further;  the  calamities  of  the  reign,  he 
faid,  fliould  be  attributed  not  to  ambition  iu 
|l}€  fiiei^jes,  but  folly  in  the  miniiters  of  the 
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CHAP   crown.     He  vehemently  decried  the  rcprefen- 
XLii.    tation  of  the  people,    and  affirmed   that  the 

"^781?^  country  was  governed  by  clerks,  each  minifter 
confining  himfelf  to  his  own  office,  and  con- 
fcquently,  inftead  of  refponfibility,  union  of 
opinion,  and  concerted  nieafures,  nothing  was 
difplayed  but  diffenfion,  weaknefs,  and  cor- 
ruption. All  thefe  faults  in  government  ori- 
ginated in  the  interior  cal)inet,  and  as  a  proof 
that  fuch  an  influence  exifted,  he  quoted  lord 
Chatham's  declaration,  that  "  when  he  entered 
the  king's  clofet,  he  found  the  ground  rotten, 
and  himfelf  duped  and  deceived." 

Thk  marquis  of  Rockingham  drew  a  com- 
parifon  between  the  king's  acceffion  and  the 
prefent  period.  On  the  death  of  that  great 
and  good  prince  George  II.  he  faid,  triumph 
and  fuccefs  attended  our  arms  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe ;  a  Pitt  direded  the  political 
machine,  a  Newcaftle  the  finances,  a  Legge 
prefided  over  the  exchequer,  and  an  Anion 
over  the  navy ;  forming  not  only  an  able  and 
upright,  but,  which  was  far  more  important 
in  this  country,  a  popular  adminiftration.  Thefe 
men  had  been  compelled  one  by  one  to  retire, 
and  from  that  period  every  thing  Mas  con- 
duced by  favouritifm  and  fecret  influence. 
Secret  influence,  and  lufl:  of  unconftitutional 

Sower,  had  given  birth  to  an  attempt  at  ren- 
ering  America  as  fervile  and  devoted  as 
England  had  proved  herfclf.  This  had  occa- 
fioned  and  prolonged  the  war,  and  the  alfertion 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  that  it  originated  in  the 
reftlefs  ambition  of  the  eiicmy,  was  therefore 
an  arrant  falfehood. 

Lord  Camuen  reprobated  the  conduft  of 

the  war,  attributing  its  mifcarriages  principally 

to  the  deranged  Hate  of  the  navy,  to  irrelo- 

«,  lution 
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lution  and  want  of  visrour  in  the  cabinet  and   chap*. 
above  all  to  tlie  fatal  error  of  cohtinuinsr  to    Jiri* 
bend   our  principal    efforts  againft  America,      'v'^' 
The  fubjugation  of  the  colonies  lliould"  now       ' 
be   rendered  a  fecondary  objeft ;  and  all  our 
exertions  employed  in  reftoring  the  navy  to 
its  priftine  refpeff,  effeftiveftrength,  and  wonted' 
fuperiority.     Though  late,  the  experiment  was 
worth  making,  and  if  foiled  Ave  muft  fubmit 
to  Providence.     In  the  laft  war,    we  retained 
the  choice   of    attack,   and   confound^ed  ou^ 
enemies,  who  knew  not  where  or  how  to  defend 
thcmfelves ;  panic  and  defpair  fucceeded  con* 
fufion,  and  viftory  was  ours  on  every  fide. 

TfiE  meafures  of  government  were  fpecifi- 
cally  defended  by  lord  Stormont  and  the 
earl  of  Hilliborough,  but  their  arguments  were 
not  proportioned  to  the  vigour  of  the  attack ; 
and  the  lord  chancellor,  while  lie  paffed  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  judgment  and  elo* 
qucnce  of  lord  Camden,  refilled  the  aiilend- 
nient,  principally  as  it  was  contrary  to  thi 
eftabliihed  forms  of  parliament.  It  was  rei- 
jefted  by  a  confiderable  majority,*  and  ng 
more  than  three  peers  fubfcribed  a  fliort  pro^ 
tcft, 

1,N^  the  houfe  of  commons,  Fox  moved  an 
amendment  limilar  to  that  of  lord  ShelburnCr 
He  farcaftically  applauded  the  miniftry  fcfr 
engaging  very  young  members  to  move  an4 
fccond  the  a(|drefs  ; '  a  talk  which  required 
the  benefit  of  inexperience,  the  recommenda^ 
tion  of  ignorance.  Though  himfelf  a  young 
man,  he  could  not  be  called  a  young  member; 
he  had  feen  the  w|iole  fyftem  of  minifters,  theif 

«  75  to  31. 
^  Mr.  Percival  and  Mr*  3*lioniaa  Ordd^ 
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CHAP,  progreffivc  madnefs,    impolicy,  or  treachery; 
but  their  audacity  in  bringing  fucli  a  fpeech 


'7^«-  to  the  houfe,  and  moving  luch  an  addrefs,  was 
to  him  a  fubjeft  of  aftoniihment,  pay  of  horror. 
Men  unacquainted  with  the  Britilh  conftitur 
tion,  and  ignorant  that  the  fpeech  was  con- 
trived by  a  cabinet  council,  would  pronounce 
it  that  of  an  arbitrary,  defpotic,  hard-hearted 
and  unfeeling  monarch ;  who,  having  involved 
the  (laves  his  fubje6ts  in  a  ruinous  and  unna- 
tural war,  to  glut  his  enmity,  or  fatiate  his 
revenge,  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  fpite 
of  calamity  and  even  of  fate.  The  general 
expectation  was,  that  the  king  would  have 
avowed  with  regret  his  having  been  deluded, 
and  requefted  the  affillance  of  parliament  in 
reftoring  peace,  fecurity,  and  happinefs ;  but 
infiead  of  this  they  had  heard  a  fpeech  breath- 
ing vengeance,  blood,  mifery,  and  rancour. 

The  mover  of  the  addrefs  had  obferved,  that 
there  were  members  of  parliament  fo  loft  to 
duty,  honour,  and  ftiame,  as  to  exprefs  warm 
wiflies  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy,  to  glory  in 
their  conquefts,  and  boaft  of  the  countenance 
they  had  given  to  rebellion;  to  fuch  men  muft 
the  calamities  of  the  country  be  attributed. 
In  reply  to  this  obfervation,  Fox  quoted  lord 
Chatham,  who,  at  the  very  commencenient  of 
the  difpute,  *'  thanked  God  that  America  re^ 
"  fifted  the  claims  of  the  mother-countrv.'* 
*'  But  all  the  calamities  of  the  countrv,"  he 
continued,  "  are  afcribed  to  the  wifhes,  the 
joy,  and  the  fpeeches  of  oppofition.  Oh 
piiferable  and  u^ifortunate  miniftry  !  Oh  blind 
and  incapable  men  !  whofe  meafures  are  framed ' 
with  fo  little  forefight,  and  executed  with  fo 
little  firmneis,  tliat  they  crumble  to  pieces  and 

bring 
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bring  ruin  on  tbe  country,  merely  becaufeone  chap. 
rafli,  weak,  or  wicked  man  in  the  houfe  of  J^^i^ 
commons  makes  a  fpeech  againft  them  !  What  f7?i 
defpicable  ttatefmen,  >vho  frame  their  meafure^ 
in  fo  fieeble  and  wretched  a  manner  as  to  make 
no  provifion  for  the  contingencies  of  fortune, 
nor  for  the  rafh  or  even  wicked  paflions  of 
individuals  !  Could  they  expeft  there  would  be 
no  rafli,  no  weak,  no  wicked  men  in  the  king- 
dom, or  were  they  fo  ra(h,  fo  weak,  and  fo 
wicked,  as  to  contrive  meafures  of  fuch  a  tex-^ 
ture,  that  the  intervention  of  anv  unforefeen 
circumftance  broke  them  to  pieces  anddeftroyed 
the  empire."  Retrofpe6live  cenfures  were  de- 
precated, but  minifters  muft  bear  to  hear  them; 
they  muft  hear  them  on  that  day  when  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  muft  recal  to  their 
ears,  the  difgraceful  and  ruinous  meafures  which 
had  brought  the  kingdom  to  its  prefent  ftate. 
They  muft  not  only  hear  them  in  parliament^ 
but  he  trufted,  through  the  indignation  an4 
vengeance  of  an  injured  and  undone  people, 
they  would  hear  of  them  at  the  tribunal  of 
juftice,  and  expiate  them  on  the  public  fcaffold. 
The  day  was  approaching,  it  was  at  hand,  when 
the  people  would  no  longer  fubmit,  nor  the 
miniftry  efcape.  He  would  not  fay  he  believed 
they  were  in  the  pay  of  France ;  it  was  not 
poffible  for  him  to  prove  the  fa6l;  but  they 
had  ferved  the  grand  monarque  more  faithfully 
and  more  fuccefsfully  than  ever  minifters  ferved 
a  mafter.  If  the  French  king  had  exhaufted 
his  exchequer  and  drained  his  refources  for 
their  emolument,  he  cheaply  purchafed  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  kingdom :  they  had 
promoted  the  French  aim  of  univerfal  monarchy 
more  than  all  the  preceding  miniftiers  France 

had 
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CHAP,  had  ever  employed,  nay  more  than  all  tl^e 
^^1^  achievements  of  Louis  le  grand.  In  fupport 
lySu  of  thefe  aflertions,  Mr.  Fox  reviewed  the  orir 
gin  and  condu6l  of  the  war,  affirming  that  the 
lofs  of  the  army  in  Virginia,  and  the  lofs  of 
thirteen  provinces,  muft  be  folely  afcribcd  to 
the  influence  of  the  crown.  All  the  calamities 
of  the  nation  were  conneSed  with  the  fvftem 
and  with  the  men  in  pojwcr.  By  changing  the 
one  in  totOy  and  removing  the  otliers,  the 
fountain-head  would  be  purified,  and  the  whole 
ftream  no  longer  contaminated. 

Several  other  members  in  dppofition  fpoke 
in  reproachful  terms  of  the  condition  of  the 
navy,  and  the  general  fyftem  of  government. 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  did  not  hefitate  to  affirm, 
**  that  there  was  no  public,  no  parliament,  nor 
could  government  be  conduced  without  bring- 
ing: to  an  account  tliofe  who  had  reduced  the 

4 

nation  to  its  prefent  difgraceful  fituation."  He 
did  not  defire  a  change  of  miniftry ;  no  matt^f 
what  puppets  worked  the  difmalfcene !  Whether 
one  low  Httle  fet  of  nien,  on  one  or  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  hpufe,  Mhile  the  fecret  poi*- 
Ibning  influence  remained,  which  had  begun 
with  and  continued  through  thq  whole  reigtx. 
He  hoped  to  God  the  Diiiiiftry  would  not  be 
difplaced  till  they  had  brought  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  to  fuch  a  crifis,  as  would  draw  on 
them  a  fuitable  reward.  He  favoured  the 
amendment,  but  if  it  were  carried  would  not 
vote  for  the  addrefe,  nor  coufent  to  a  fliilling 
of  fupply  in  fupport  of  a  war-  to  which  the 
country  gentlemen  had  unfortunately  aftbrdcd 
too  much  countenance. 

The  reflections  on  the  ftate  of  th§  navy  were 
anfwered  by  lord  Mulgrave,  who  jefuted  many 

aflertion^ 
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affertions  by  contradiflory  fads,  and  affirmed,  cHAP. 
that  at  no  previous  period  had  fo   ample  a     xxir. 
marine  l^een  provided,    a  marine  which  em-   \^'u/ 
ployed  a  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  men. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  fpcecli,  he  advanced  the 
cxtraoi-dinarvaffcrtion,  that  Great  Britain  never 
was  equal  to  France  in  a  naval  conteft,  when 
tliat  power  applied  all  her  refources  and  ftrength 
to  the  equipment  of  a  navy.     In  the  reigns  of' 
William  III.  *  and  queen  Anne,  France  wais  fu- 
perior  to  Great  Britain  and    Holland.      The 
prefent  war  was  calamitous,  but  not  difgrace- 
ful ;  nor  could  a  period  of  hiftory  be  produced, 
when  the  honour  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  had 
rifen  to  a  more  glorious  height. 

LottD  North,  in  a  fliort  but  able  fpeech, 
anfwered  the  philippic  of  Mr.  Fox,  treating^ 
with  fcorn  the  infmuation  that  minifters  received 
the  pay  of  France;  the  leader  of  oppofitiou 
did  not  believe  it^  nor  did  any  man  in  the 
houfe,  or  in  the  kingdom.  The  misfortunes  of 
the  country  had  been  attributed  to  the  mif- 
conduct,  incapacity,  or  treachery  of  minifters; 
but  whatever  might  be  their  talents,  their  zeal 
m  the  fervice  of  their  country  was  indifputable, 
and  their  errors  thofe  of  the  judgment,  not 
the  heart.  The  American  war  Avas  profecuted; 
not  with  the  infamous  defign  of  aggrandizing 
the  crown  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution, 
and  making  the  fubjefts  flaves  that  the  king 
might  be  defpotic,  but  with  tlie  view  of  pre- 
fervincc  intire  and  unbroken  the  old  and  verie- 
rable  conftitution  of  government,  compofed  or 

*  The  views  of  William  oo  the  continent^  turned  his  attention 
frum  a  naval  to  a  land  force  i  nearlv  the  fame  eontinental  poljti^ 
prevailed  during  the  greater  part  bf  tDe  reign  of  queen  Anne  (  theia  • 
to.ne  lord  Mulgrave^s  argument  cannot  by  any  means  be  coofidere4 

as  conclufive. 
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CHAP,  king,  lords,  and  commons,  for  which  our  fa- 
XLli-     thers  had   bled,    and   which   Europe  envied. 

\^%^  The  Americans  had  originally  no  pbjeftion  to 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  crown,  but  ob- 
jc6led  to  the  interference  of  parliament.  They 
were  adverfe  to  the  claims  of  parliament,  and 
not  thofe  of  the  fovereign,  and  for  the  prefer^ 
^  vation  of  thofe  refifted  rights  the  war  was  com- 
menced. "  A  melancholy  difafler  has  occurred 
in  Virginia,"  he  faid,  ''but  are  we  therefore 
to  lie  down  and  die?  No:  it  ought  rather  to 
ijupel,  to  urge,  to  animate ;  for  by  bold  and 
united  exertions  every  thing  may  be  faved; 
by  dcjedion  and  defpair  every  thing  rauft  be 
loft."  lie  M'ould  not  be  detericd  by  menaces 
of  impeachment  and  the  fcafibld  from  ftriv- 
"ing  to  prcferve  the  rights  and  legiflative  au- 
thprity  of  parliament,  llic  war  had  been 
unfortunate,  but  not  unjuft,  it  was  founded  in 
right,  and  didated  by  neceility  ;  he  had  always^ 
thought  fo,  and  ihould  the  Ihare  he  had  taken 
.  jn  maintaining  the  couftitution  lead  to  tlip 
fcaffold,  his  opinions  would  remain  unaltered. 

Burke  rofe  indignant  at  this  fpeech,  which 
he  termed  not  only  imprudent  but  audacious; 
it  froze  his  blood  and  harrowed  up  his  foul. 
If  nipn  were  untaught  bv  experience,  if  neither 
calamities  could  make  them  feel,  nor  the  voice 
of  God  make  them  wife,  what  had  this  poor, 
fallen,  miferable,  undone  country  to  hope  ? 
The  war  was  not  unfortunate  but  diforaceful: 
the  former  epithet  could  only  apply  to  occur-i 
Tcilces  in  which  fortune  alone  \vas  coucernedj^ 
but  the  prcfent  war  exhibited  neither  i)lan  nor 
forefight.  Vi(Sories  and  defeats,  towns  taken 
or  evacuated,  generals  appointed  or  recalled, 
liU  Avere  alike,  all  were  calamitous.  Vidory 
^nfpired  hope,  defeat  defpair,  but  both  inftiT 
/'    ,  :  '  gatecl 
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gated  us  to  go  on,  and  both  were  therefore  chap* 
calamitous.     The  king's  fpecch,  however,  was     xlii. 
the  greateft  calamity  of  all,  for  that  fliewed   ^TtsTT' 
the  difpofition  of  minifters,  not  to  retreat  an 
inch,  but  to  plunge  deeper,  and  augment  the 
difgrace  and  unhappinefs  of  the  nation.     But 
who  could  patiently  hear  of  rights,  which  had 
coft  us  fo  much,  and  which  were  likely  to  coft 
us  our  all.     *'  Good  God"  !    He  exclaimed, 
**  are  we  yet  to  be  told  of  the  rights  for  which 
we  Avent  to  war.     Oh,  excellent  rights  !    Oh, 
valuable  rights !  that  have  coft  Britain  thirteen 
provinces,   four  iflands,   a  hundred  thoufand 
men,  and  more  than  feventy  millions  of  money  \ 
Oh,  wonderful  rights  !  that  have  loft  to  Great 
Britain  her  empire  on  the  ocean,  her  boafted, 
grand,  and  fubftantial  fuperiority,  which  mad6 
the  world  bend  before  her !    Oh,  ineftimable 
rights  !    that  have  taken  from  us  our  rank 
among  nations,  our  importance  abroad,  and  our 
happinefs  at  home;   that  have  deprived  us  of 
our  trade  and  manufaftures  ;  reduced  us  from 
the  moft  flourrftiing  empire  in  the  world,  to  one 
of  the  moft  compact,  unenviable  powers  on  tlte 
face  of  the  globe  !  Oh,  wonderful  rights  f  that 
are  likely  to  take  from  us  all  that  yet  remains  f 
We  had  a  right  to  tax  America,  and  as  we  had 
a  right  we  muft  do  it-     We  muft  rifk  every 
thing,  forfeit  every  thing,  think  of  no  confc- 
quences,  take  no  confideration  into  view  but 
our  right,  confult  no  ability,  nor  meafure  our 
right  with  our  power,  but  muft  have  our  right. 
Oh,  miferable  and  infatuated  minifters  !   Mife- 
rable  and  undone  country  !    not  to  know  that 
ri^htlignifies  nothing  without  might;  that  the 
efaim,  without  the  power  of  enforcing  it,  was 
nugatory  and  idle  in  the   copyhold  of  rival 
ftates,  or  of  inimtnfe  bodies.     Oh  !  fays  a  (illy 

man. 
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CH  AP.  i^aWj  full  of  his  prerogative  of  dominion  over 
XLir.     a  few  beafts  of  the  field,   there  is  excellent 
l^uT^  wool  on  the  back  of  a  wolf,  and  therefore  he 
muft  be  fhcared.    What !    fhear  a  wolf  ?    Yes. 
But  will  he  comply  ?  have  you  confidered  the 
trouble  r   hoM"  will  you  get  this  wool  ?    Oh ;  I 
•  have  confidered  nothing,  and  I  will  confider 
nothing  but  my  right :    a  wolf  is  an  animal 
that  has  wool ;    all  animals  that  have  wool  are 
to  be  fliorn,  and  therefore  I  will  fhear  the  wolf. 
This  was  juft:  the  kind   of  reafoning  urged 
by  the  minifier,  and  this  the  counfel  he  had 


given.'* 


After  a  protra61ed  difcuflion,  the  amend- 
ment was  negatived.  ^ 
ttihNov.  <^)n  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  addrcfs, 
the  debate  was  renewed,  and  principally  dif- 
tinguiihed  by  a  maft  eloquent  harangue  from 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  who  acquired  great  applaufe 
from  both  fides  of  the  houfe.  He  rofe  to 
vent  thofe  fentiments  of  indignation  which 
rendered  his  fituation  too  painful  to  be  endured 
in  filcnce.  Dutv  to  his  fovereiOT  and  his  coiui- 
try  impelled  him  to  endeavour  at  preventing 
parliament  from  precipitately  pledging  the 
houfe  to  profecute  the  American  war,  and  per- 
fcvere  in  that  fatal  IVftcm  which  had  led  a  once 
flourilliing  and  glorious  nation,  ftep  by  flep,  to 
a  fituation  themoft  calamitous  and  dilgraceful; 
a  fituation  which  threatened  the  final  diflblution 
of  the  empire.  He  was  unable  to  account  for 
the  confidence  of  minifters  in  propofing  an 
addi-efs  which  pledged  parliament  to  meafures, 
of  which  not  even  a  plan  or  outline  \vas  fiib- 
mitted  to  their  confideration.  What  could 
occafion  fo  ftcdfaft  an  adherence  to  the  Ame- 

^  si8  to  zz9» 
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fican  war?  Was  there  any  national  objeft  in  chap. 
purfuit?  Certainly  none  !  In  real  truth  the  ob-    ^j^^j^ 
jeft  of  conteft  was  an  appendage  to  the  office      178*. 
of*  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  too  dear  to  be  re- 
Iinquifhed;  it  was  the  grand  pillar,  built  on 
the  ruins  of  the  conftitution,  by  which  he  held 
his  fituation ;   the  great  means  of  extending 
that  influence  of  the  crown  on  which  alone  he 
placed  his  fecurity  !    But  how  could  minifters 
expcdl  the  confidence  of  parliament,  who  had 
among  themfelves  no  bond  of  union  ?    "  I  am 

*  fatisfied  in  my  foul''  he  exclaimed  "  that 
were  I  to  go  from  one  end  of  the  treafury 
bench  to  the  other,  and  afk  every  man  there, 
if  he  could  truft  his  neighbour,  they  would 
all  anfwer  in  the  negative :  and  yet  they  ex- 
peft  from  parliament  that  confidence  which 
they  have  not  in  each  other." 

Mr.  Pitt  then  analized  the  different  rea- 
fons  ailigued  on  the  preceding  day  for  conti 
nuing  the  war.  Lord  North  had  argued  that 
the  war  was  juft  and  neceflary.  As  to  itsr 
juftice,  no  dilcuflion  was  neceflary,  the  whole 
univerfe  had  heard  and  feen  enough  to  decide 
on  that  head ;  the  term  neceflity,  as  applied  ta 
its  prolongation,  Mas  not  eafily  underftood  ;  it 
could  mean  nothing  fliort  of  phyfical  neceflity, 
and  to  fay  that  an  end  could  not  be  put  to  the 
war,  if  parliament  were  fo  refolved,  was  an  ab- 
furdity  too  grofs  for  animadverfion.  Lord 
George  Gcrmaine  had  refted  all  his  hope  on  the 
more  mild,  lenient,  and  moderate  expeftation 
of  the  prafticability  of  difpatching  a  fufficient 
force  to  enable  the  numerous  friends  of  Great 
Britain  to  conquer  their  opponents.  To  ap- 
preciate the  wifdoni  of  this  conceit,  Mr.  Pitt 
recommended  a  retrofpe^l  of  the  war  ;    the 

•  events  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  above  all  the 

tenth 
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CHAP,  tenth  article  of  lord  Corn  wallis's  capitulalioti, 
XLii.  where  all  the  friends  of  Great  Britain,  all  ite 
^178^7'  loyalifts  who  had  been  treacheroufly  deluded 
to  join  the  army,  were  left  to  the  civil  juftice 
of  their  country.  He  could  not  define  what 
was  the  civil  juftice  of  America,  but  if  the 
fame  treacherous  fyftem  which  had  long  dif- 
graced  Great  Britain  were  perfevered  in,  civil 
juftice  might  overtake  thofe  who  were  more 
proper  objefts  of  its  operation,  than  the  linfor* 
tunate  wretches  who  had  facrificed  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  the  empty  promifes  of  an  aban- 
doned admrniftration. 

BuHKE  alfo  returned  to  the  charge,  advert- 
.  ing  to  lord  Cornwallis's  furrender,  and  to  the 
horrible  fpeclacle  which  muft  meet  the  eyes  of 
a  prince  of  the  blood,*  who  could  not  fail 
along  the  American  coaft,  without  beholding 
the  faithful  adherents  of  his  father  hanging 
in  quarters  on  every  head-land.  The  blood  of 
all  the  Americans  who  loft  their  lives  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  capitulation,  refted  on  the 
head  of  lord  Cornwallisor  the  miniftry,  and  he 
Would  make  thofe  walls  re-echo  with  it  till  the 
noble  earl,  for  whofe\irtues  he  bad  the  higheft 
regard,  accounted  for  a  condu6l  fo  difgraceful 
to  the  Britifh  name,  fo  difgraceful  to  humanity. 
He  compared  the  fmrender  of  Vork  town  with 
that  of  Saratoga,  and  branded  the  minifters  as 
the  caufe  of  thofe  difafters,  and  the  addrefs  as 
the  moft  hypocritical,  infamous,  abandoned, 
lying  paper,  the  houfe  had  ever  been  called  on 
to  vote. 

Mr.  Courteney  mentioned  with  indigna- 
tion  the   hividious  comparifon   between  two 

5  Prince  William  Henry,  now  duke  of  Clarence,  who  tben  fared 
m  a  (ubordiDa;e  itsuion  in  the  £ect« 

unfuccefsful 
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unfucceisful  generals.   Lord  Gornwallis  had  fal-  chap. 
len*  not  ignooly,  by  the  united  arms  of  France   ^J^Ji^ 
ana  America:   he  had  not  fallen  in  the  pride     1781. 
of  prefumption  by  the  poffe  comitatus;    but 
admired  and   refpcded   even  by  the  enemy. 
"  His  chains,"  the  generous  orator  exclaimed, 
"  are  wreathed  with  laurels ;    he  is  an  honour 
to  his  profeffion,  who  will  add  luftre  to  the 
higneil  dignities  that  can  be  conferred  on  him, 
and  the  mcred  and  applauding  voice  of  the 
pe<>ple,  will  fanftify  the  choice  of  a  difcerning 
fovereign." 

The  report  was  received.^ 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  alone  expofed  sothNor. 
to  animadverfion ;   Sir  George  Rodney  and  Pebatct  on 
eneral  Vaiighan  received  early  notice  from  of's*'****^ 
urke,  that  he  fhould  demand  copies  of  their  EuAatia. 
inilrudions  for  proceedings  at  St  Euftatia;' 
and  both  profeffing  themfelves  ready  to  meet 
the  inquiry,  he  made  his  motion.     His  fpeech  4th  Dec. 
was  a  fenes   of  farcaftic    refleftions  on   the 
commanders,  whom  he  reprefented  as  cowardly 
and  cruel  in  their  meditated  attack  on  St.  Vin- 
cent's, and  wanton  and  rapacious  plunderers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Euftatia.     He  difplayed 
the  abfurdity  of  felling  the  (lores  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  furniih  the  enemy  with  fupplies 
which  they  could  no  otherwife  have  obtained, 
and  accufed  the  admiral  of  promoting  their 
fuccefles,  by  lingering  on  the  n>ot  to  which  his 
intereft  fixed  him,  while  the  French  fleet  was 
reinforced,  and  Tobago  taken.     He  hoped  the 
two  commanders  would  not  reft  contented  wi^h 
lelf  approbation,  and  the  fupport  of  friends  : 
a  man  might  fay 

— *—  Popnius  me  fibilat  at  mihi  plaudo, 

Ipfe  domi  limul  ac  nuvnmos  contemplor  in  arc&;  ' 

^  131  to  54. 
VOL.   III.  t  F  but 
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CHAP,  but  juftice  and  the  public  would  require  fome- 
^VPK^    thing  more.     He  fhould  perfevere  in  urging 

•'7»«.  inquiry:  the  charafter  of  accufer  was  odious 
only  when  the  obje6l  of  inculpation  was  weak, 
opprefled,  or  indigent,  but  it  was  not  odious 
to  profecute  guHt  in  ftars  and  ribboni,*  guilt 
rewarded  and  countenanced  by  the  official  anrf 
the  opulent; 

The  admiral  faid  he  appeared  before  Saint 
Euftatia,  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting  pfF  fupplies 
from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fixed  determina- 
tion not  to  2:rant  anv  terms  to  the  inhabitant! 
who,  though  nominally  friends  to  England, 
had  beerithe  allies  of  the  toemy.  Many  refi- 
dents,  who  called  themfclves  Engliflimen,  were 
not  afliamed  to  fupply  warlike  ftores  for  the 
deftruAion  of  their  country,  and  as  he  confider- 
cd  fuch  men  undeferVing  of  favour,  he  deter- 
mined to  fhew  them  none.  Far  from  fuffering 
'  ftores  to  be  conveyed  to  the  enemy's  iflands, 
dii'eftly  or  circuitoufly,  he  had  ordered  them 
all  to  his  majefty's  dep6ts  at  Antigua,  and,  to 
infure  obedience,  had  deprived  the  fhips  def- 
tined  to  convey  theril  of  their  provifions, 
fave  a  bare  fufficiencv  foi*  the  vovao-e.  Inftead 
of  remaining  inaftive,  as  had  been  infmuated, 
he  had  planned  two  expeditions?,  one  againft 
Curacoa,  the  other  againft  Surinam,  when  he 
received  advice  that  a  French  fleet  of  ten  or 
tM'elve  fail,  with  about  feventy  tranfports,  was 
failing  for  Martinique,  and  difpatched  Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood  with  fifTteen  fail  to  encounter  them. 
His  intention  afterwards  to  fight  de  Gfaffe  was 
difconcerted  by  intelligence  conveyed  to  the 
French  admiral,  and  he  detailed  fa61s  which 
fully  fljc wed  him  exempt  from  blame,  in  not 

*  Rodney  had  received  the  Order  of  thcBalh  in  November  17^0. 
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fbccouring Tobago,  or  preventing  the  cataftro-  chap. 
phe  ill  Virginia;  XLir.  * 

General  Vaughak,  protefting  on  his  ho-  ^$2 
hour  that  he  was  not  directly  or  indireftly  one 
fhilling  enriched  by  the  capture  of  St.  Euftatia, 
aflerted  that  he  had  treated  the,  enemy  with  the 
titmoft  lenity ;  the  Jews,  who  were  felefted  a6 
peculiar  objefts  of  commiierative  complaiht^ 
had  been  Ihipped  at  their  ov<rn  defire  for  St 
Thomas's,  but  when  the  general  learned  they 
had  been  landed  at  St.  Chriftopher's,  he  caufed 
a  reftitutidn  of  their  houfes  and  property,  and 
in  teftimony  of  their  fotisfaftion  at  his  condu6l^ 
he  produced  to  the  houfe  an  addrefs  from  the 
whole  body  in  fynagogue,  expreffive  of  theiy 
happinefs  in  Hving  under  the  mild  government 
of  George  lil.  ^  Upon  the  whole  he^had  acted^ 
to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  for  his  country's 
godd,  and  not  his  own ;  and  as  he  was  neither 
a  lawyer  iior  a  merchant,  he  fliould  not  again 
in  fimtlar  circumftances  aft  differently.  The 
Inotion  Avas  negatived. ' 

Ik  debating  the  army  eftimates,  the  grand  3bth^oy, 
}>rihciple  of  the  war  came  again  under  difcuf-  Supplies 
(ion,  dlipofition  at  firft  adopting  the  unprece-  ^fP*^^*^^- 
dented  meafure  of  oppofing  the  fiipply  in  toto. 
On   the  failure   of    this  wild   attempt,  °    Sir  j»th  Dec 
James   Lowther  interrupted  the  drder  of  the  ^^^Mt 
day  for  the  army  eftimates,  by  moving  a  refo-  war  by  Sit 
lotion,  "  that  the  war  carried  on   in   North  ^^^\ 
America  had  been  ineffeftual  either  in  proteft- 

fc  Tlie  expolfion  and  pltiridtir  of  the  jewi  Was  af^«rvrards  (4'h 
Fcbmary  1781)  referred  to  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Mr.  Ho- 
hen,  and  motion  of  Burke,  and  a  report  pt-efenrcd  (14th  May% 
ftfiefting  great  difcredit  on  the  character  of  the  general  and  admiraU 
Anions  at  law  inltitxitcd  again  ft  Rodney-,  were  fubl'equently  decided 
to  hia  dlfadvantage,  and  he  was  forced  to  refund  large  fumg  for  pro-» 
jfKty  iilegaUy,  though  not  undeferredly  itised.' 

^  163  to  89*  ■  It  was  over-ruled >y  ij^V^-^fs 
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CHAP,  ^og  the  king's  fubje6is,  or  defeating  the  danger 
xLii.     rous  defigns  of  his  enemies."     If  this  propofi*^ 

^^^^  tion  was  afiented  to,  he  promifed  to  follow  it 
with  another,  ^^  that  all  further  attempts  to  re* 
duce  the  revolted  colonies  were  repugnant  to 
the  true  interefts  of  the  kingdom,  as  tending  to 
weaken  its  efforts  againft  its  ancient  and  power- 
ful enemies." 

Mr.  Powys  feconded  the  motion  in  a  long 
and  able  fpeech,  difplaying  the  illufoFv  ana 
fallacious  nature  of  every  hope  to  fulyugate 
America,  and  defcribing  the  declining  ftate  of 
the  nation,    and  the  ill-timed  inflexioility  of 
government,  by  parallels,  in  the  glowing  lan- 
guage of  Gibbon,  from  the  reigns  of  the  Roman 
emperors  Valentinian  III.  and  Honorius.     He 
exhorted  the  houfe  to  confider  the  nature  of 
the  war,  which  was  not  waged  between  rival 
fiates  for  a  barrier  or  boundary,  but  fo  confli- 
tuted  that  every  concluiion  muft  be  unfavour- 
able to  Great  Britain.     The  whole  war  had 
been  conduced  in    delufion ;    every  promife 
broken,   every  aiTertion  faliified,  every  objed 
relinquifhed.     It  was  now  a  war  of  revenue, 
now  of  fupremacy ;  now  a  war  of  coercion,  then 
of  friendfhip ;  and  thus  the  people,  the  honfe, 
and  particularly  the  country  gentlemen,  had 
been  deluded,  confounded,  abuied^  and  cheated. 
Evafion  led  but  to  evafion;   trick  to  trick: 
repeated  lofles  had  converted  firmnefs  into  ob- 
llinacy,  and  an  attachment  to  ancient  princi^ 
pies  of  party  would  now  be  evidence  of  trenzy- 
It  was  no  longer  time  for  men  to  group  toge- 
ther, or  indulge  in  narrow-minded  diftin6lions, 
when  every  honeft  heart  and  hand  in  the  king- 
dom iliould  level  the  pitiful  boundaries  of  fe- 
paration,  and  unite  to  avert  the  wreck  with 
which  this  unhappy  country  was  fo  imminently 

threatened. 
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threatened.    The  country  gentlemen,  long  de-  chap. 
ceived,   could  be  deluded  no  more.     No  idea     XLii. 
of  American  revenue  remained,    no  idea  of   ^u^ 
atteriating  the  burthens  of  Britain  by  carrying 
on  the  war ;  there  was  no  other  idea,  and  could 
be  no  other  motive,  than  to  preferve  the  power, 
the    confequence,    and  the  emoluments  that 
flowed  from  it.     No  inconvenience  could  re- 
fult  from    declaring,    that   the    continent  of 
America  fhould  no  longer  be  the  theatre  of 
war,  on  the  contrary,  the  European  enemies 
of  Great  Britain  would  become  alarmed  for 
their  numerous  poffeffions,  and  a  general  con- 
ftemation  would  fpread  among  them  for  the 
fafety  of  their  wide  extended  dominions. 

Lord  North  acknowledged  the  motions 
to  be  fair,  moderate,  free  from  paffion,  not 
founded  in  perfonal  refentment,  and  as  to  ftyle 
pcrfcftly  unexceptionable,  but  refufed  to  con- 
cur in  them,  cniefly  becaufe  they  fr)rmed  a 
parliamentary  advertifement  to  the  enemy  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  next  campaign  would 
be  conduced ;  and  moved  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  avowed,  however,  his  opinion,  "  that  it 
would  neither  be  wife  nor  right  to  profecute  the 
war  in  America  any  longer  on  a  continental 
plan ;  that  is,  by  fending  frejh  armies  to 
march  through  the  coloniesy  m  order  by  thofe 
marches  to  fubdue  America  to  obedience'* 
Even  this  acknowledgmeift  he  would  have 
withheld,  but  it  was  plainly  legible  in  the 
eftimates,  the  moderation  of  which  fhewed 
that  government  had  no  intention  of  fubfti- 
tuting  an  army  for  that  of  lord  Comwallis. 
pofis  muft  be  maintained  and  defended  in  cafe 
of  attack,  and  the  Britiih  commerce  muft  be 
protected  againft  American  cruifers,   but  Sir 
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CHAP.  Jainfs  Lo^vther'8  motions  \iould  prevent  the 
ocLii.     i^cccmpiiflitnent  of  all  thefip  objects. 
sTii.  Lord  .Geobgk  Germain£  coincided   in 

opinion  with  lord  North,  but  declared,  that 
whenever  the  houfe  adopted  a  motion  >vhich 
amounled  toadereliftion  of  Anxerica,  he  would 
retire,  for  in  his  opinion  the  moment  Anierican 
independence  was  acknowledged,  the  Brittlli 
I  empire  was  ruined.  -Dunning,  though  he  ac- 
quiefced  in  Sir  James  Lowther  s  motions,  af- 
ferted  the  fame  fentiment,  adding,  with  un- 
comnton  warmth,  that  the  propofition  to  dc-: 
clare  America  independent,  was  little  iliort  of 
high  treafon/ 

Many  confpicuous  members  on  both  fideg 
addrefled  the  chair,  but  the  motion  for  the 
order  of  the  (idiy  was  at  length  carried  by  a 
majority  6t"  forty-one  only,  °  twenty  of  the 
ufual  fuppoiters  of  admin jfiratlon  having  joined 
the  oppofmg  party.  ^ 
i4.ih  Dec.  This  debate  M'as  renewed  in  the  next  fitting 
ncwcd!  "  ^f  ^^^  houfe,  and-  Was  chiefly  diltinguiflied  by 
an  eloquent  fpeech  ffom  Mr,  Pitt,  tending  to 
prove  the  total  difagreement  in  principle  amon» 
the  members  of  the  cabinet,  lie  defcribcd 
the  two  parts  of  lord  North's  ftatement  as  re- 
pugnant to  each  other;  he  firft  faid  it  M^as  re- 
folved  no  longer  to  profecube  the  war  on  a 
continental  plan,  and  then,  as  if  fliocked  at 
having  uttered  any  thing  which  feemed  fatis- 
faftory,  or  which  could  be  underftood^  fiartled 
at  the  found  of  his  own  words,  and  apprehen-. 
five  he  had  dropped  an  exprellion  by  which  h^. 
might  be  bound,  he  added  explanatory  e3(.pi^f- 
ilons  which  defeated  the  meaning^f  his  briginai 

»  Annual  Regiftef I  i^Sii  p.  I4>$. 

^  120  to  17 9*  I  Aanual  RegiAer  ubl  Aip. 
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declaration.  Lord  North  faid  the  war  was  no  CftAi^. 
longer  to  be  conduced  on  its  original  plan,  ^^^' 
.or  with  an  intention  of  fabduing  America  by  tyxu 
force ;  lord  George  Germainef,  that  all  the 
ininifters  were  agreed  in  not  abandoning  the 
.objects  of  the  war.  "  The  fecretary  for  Ame- 
^•ica,''  \^t  coatinu^d,  "  is  of  opinion  that  Great 
Britairi^ will  be  ruined  if  the  independence  of 
that  cauirtry  is  granted,  but  he  gives  it  only 
as  his  own  judgment,  without  knowing  the 
.opinion3  of  others  !  Is  it  to  be  credited  that  a  ^ 
miniftry,  ignorant  of  each  others  opinions,  are 
iinanimousr?  The  abfurdity  is  too  monftrous  to 
:be  received,  efpecially  at  a  moment  when  they 
are  more  palpably  disunited  than  ever/'  From 
a  comparifon  of  their  fpeeches  he  ftrengthened 
his  affertion  of  tlieir  dilunion,  and  averred  that 
one  or  boA  had  the  meannefs  to  continue  in 
office,  and  ftand  refponfible  formeafures  which 
they  difapproved.  He  vehemently  invoked 
the  houfe  to  extricate  themfclves  from  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  fubfervient  to  the  defpicable 
views  of  fuch  men.  In  onlv  one  thing  they 
were  agreed,  and  that  was,  in  their  refolution 
:to  deftroy  the  empire  they  were  called  upon  to 
Xave,  and  this  he  feared  they  would "accomplifh, 
.before  the  indignatioi>  of  a  great  and  fuffering 
people  fhould  fall  on  their  heads  in  merited 
punilhment.  ''  And  God  grant,"  he  added, 
'*  that  that  punilhment  be  not  fo  long  delayed, 
as  to  involve  a- great  and  innocent  family, 
who,  though  they  can  have  had  no  Ihare  in  * 
the  guilt,  may,  and  moft  likely  will,  fuffer  the 
coniequences." 

Sir  Gborge  Savile  ridiculed  the  addrefs, 
and  compared  the .  crown  and  parliament  to 
dancers  of  a  minuet  to  a  tune  of  the  miniftcr's 

F  F^  comp-ofmg. 
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CHAP,  compofing.  The  crown  led  ofF  one  way,  the 
t^tl^  parliament  in  a  fimilar  ftep  to  the  oppoiite 
1781.  corner;  they  then  joined  hands,  and  the  dance 
terminated  as  it  began.  If  minifters  were  to^ 
put  into  the  king's  mouth  the  line  "  What 
beauties  does  Flora  difclofe,"  the  houfe  would 
echo  "  How  fwcet  are  her  fmiles  upon  Tweed." 
In  a  more  ferious  tone,  he  iniided  that  the 
addrefs,  though  demanded  as  merely  compli- 
mentary, was  intended  to  be  combined  with 
other  mea'fures,  and  ultimately  to  delude  Par- 
liament into  a  continuance  of  the  American 
war.  He  compared  minifters  to  the  Spartan, 
who  in  a  fea  engagement  fwam  to  a  galley  and 
feized  it  with  his  right  hand,  which  was  inftantly 
chopped  off.  He  then  renewed  the  effort  with 
his  left,  and  met  a  fimilar  cataftrophe.  The 
failors  in  the  galley  then  afked  if  he  meant  to 
perfeyere;  the  Spartan  anfwered  not  in  the 
fame  way,  and  feized  his  obje6l  with  his  teeth. 
Thus  adminiftration  had  loft  two  armies  (both 
their  hands)  in  attempts  on  America,  yet  were 
they,  like  the  Lacedemonian,  determined  to 
proceed.  But  they  ihould  remember,  and  he 
warned  them,  that  when  the  Lacedemonian 
did  proceed,  he  was  deprived  of  his  head. 

Although  this  debate  was  long  and  vehe- 
ment, yet  as  the  aim  of  the  motion  was  to 
delay  the  fupplies,  the  divifion  was  lefs  favour- 
able to  oppolition  than  that  of  the  preceding 
day. ' 
19th  Dec.       An  attempt  made  by  the  marquis  of  Rock- 
op^fed*in  ingham,  to  prevent  the  third  reading  of  the 
the  lords,   malt  and  land  tax  bills  till  after  the  recefs,  was 
alio  rejected,    though  well  fupported  by  the 
mover,  and  produflive  of  a  long  debate. 

^  166  to  84. 

No 
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No  other  tranfaAion  in  either  houfe,  previ-  chap. 
ous  to  the  recefs,   claimed  particular  notice,    ^^^f^ 
except  a  motion  by  Burke,  on  the  fubjed  of     178,. 
Mr.  Laurens,    who  was  ftill  detained  in  the  ^^^^^ 
tower.     He  painted  the  ill  treatment  of  this  DcbaSi^' 
prifouer  in  glowing  colours,  and  made  many  the  trot, 
farcaftic  contrafts  between  his  conduft,  cha^  i^SJ^ 
raster,  and  preteniions,   and  thofe  of  his  fup- 
pofed  oppreiTors ;  narrating  the  efforts  ufed  for 
effecting  his  liberation  by  means  of  an  ex- 
change of  prifoners,  and  reading  to  the  houfe 
a  coirefpondence  which  had  pafled   between 
himfelf  and  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  fubj(6l.     Lord 
George  Germaine  refuted  the  charge  of  cruel 
treatment  in  the  moft  fatisfafiory  manner,  hy 
a  letter  from  Laurens  written  early  in  his  con- 
finement,' thanking  minifters  for  the  indul- 
gences he  received.    A  petition  from  him  wis  ^^^ 
afterwards  prefented,  complaining,   in  vague 
and  general  terms,  of  his  rigorous  confinement, 
and  praying  relief.     Burke  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  move  for  a  bill  regulating  the  exchiange 
of  prifoners,  and  amending  the  a6i  fufpending 
the  habeas  corpus ;  but  it  was  rendered  unne-  f  >&- 
ceffary  by  the  difcharge  of  Laurens.  Samd, 

Although  the  adjournment  of  parliament  Recefs.* 
was  as  ufual  ilrenuoufly  refilled,  it  was  a 
roeafure  beneficial  to  oppofition.  The  fabric  of 
adminiftration  was  vifibly  tottering ;  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  had  /hewn  a  difpofition  to  dcfert 
the  miniftry,  although  they  would  not  impede 
the  exertions  of  government.  The  opinion 
thatdivifions  fatal  to  forcible  exertion  prevailed 
in  the  cabinet,  daily  gained  additional  cre- 
dence ;  and  the  people  law  with  impatience  the 
protra£lion  pf  an  expenfive  ivar,  the  meafures 

r  November,  x7lo« 
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CHAF.   of  which  feemed  to  h?  blafted  in  their  very 

YLII  - 

pommenceinent. 


i7«x.  ^ffjE  ra«:c  foj*.  public  meetings,  clubs,  and 

fng^n*pub-  coniinittfcg  of  delegates,  ftill  continued,  and 
jic  mcc^  projc6t6  of  reform,  and  petitions,  were  generally 
*'"£'•  agitated.     Before  the  'adjournment  of  parlia- 

t^o?o^'      nient,  a  common-hall  of  the  city  of  London 
pttitionfor  voted  an  addrefs,  remonft ranee,    and  petitioii 
?h!l^ec  of    *^  ^^^^  king,  reprobating  nis  fpeech  from  the 
piiniftry,      throne,  and  the  conduft  of  miniiiers,  recapi- 
tulating the  difafters  of  the  war,    and  their 
efteds,  declaring  tlieir  abhorrence  of  it  as  an 
unnatural  •and  unfortunate   conteft,    and  re- 
quiring the  difmijfiion  of  all  the  king's  advifers 
j»tb  Dec.    both  public  aixd  fecret*     A  fimilar  addrefs  was 
^crpct;-   yQi^^  by  the  electors  of  Weftminfter,    whom 
"         Mr.   Fox  convened   in  W.e4tminfter-hall,  and 
whom  he  addrcfled  in  a  long  harangne  formed 
on  the  popular  model,  that  of  comj>aring  the 
fentiments  and  condud  of  lo^l  Chatham  Avitb 
.the  prefent  adjniniftration.     The  freeholders 
of    Middlefex  and  Surrey,    the  Weft    India 
planters,   and  many  other  bodies,  adopted  the 
•  lame  mcafurc,  >v.ith  only  flight  variations  as  to 
terms, 

Ykt  the  principle  of  tliewar  was  not  un- 
popular :  the  public  burtliens,  and  the  general 
failure  of  fucct'li,  ojcrcalioned .  great  irritability 
in  the  public,  but  ^y  appearance  of  vigour, 
pr  any  important  fuccefs  obtained  b)^  the  arms 
of  Britain,  wo.uUl  have  reconciled  to  its  con- 
tinuance manv  of  thofe  who  were  now  moft 
glamorous  for  pcpce. 

s  On  the  prefcntation  of  this  paper,  attempts  were  made  to  revive 
the  old  conteft,  refpcfling  the  king's  receiving  it  on  the  throne,  and 
a  comroon-haU  paAed  a  refulution  on  the  fubje^t. '  €ee  Annual  Re- 
gifter,  178^,  p.  155, 

But 
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But  although  the  miniftry  had  adopted  wife   c  h  a  i*; 
and  vigorous  plans  for  reftoriug  the  prepon-    ^^J^ 
derance  of  the  Britilh  arras,  the  afpcft  of  af-      ,781. 
fairs  at  the  cljfe  of  178I,  and  during  the  firil  pmpen. 
months  of  theenfuing  year,  was  highly  difcour  fyccefsfui 
raging  and  unprofperous.     Intelligence  having  e^^tion. 
been  received  of  the  equipment  and  deftinatioa 
of  a  fleet  from  Preft,  to  reinforce^and  fupply 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  India  fquadrons,   admiral 
Kempenfelt  was  difpatched  to  intercept  it^  with 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  one  lliip  of  fifty  guns, 
and  four  frigates.     The  information  received 
by  government  was  correft  in  ever}'  particular^ 
fxcept  the  force  of  the  enemy;    the  Britiih 
admiral  met  them  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  leagueiJ 
from  Uftjant,  and  as  they  were  fcattered  by  a 
itorm,  fucceedecl  in  taking  twenty  tranfportS 
laden  with  ordnance,    ftores,    and   provifions, 
and  conveying  near   eleveik  hundred  troops, 
and  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  feamen.    Per*  - 
ceivin^  the  enemy  forming  the  line  of  battle, 
Kempentelt  prepared  for  the  encounter;  but 
difcovering,    on  a  near  approach,   that  their 
force  amounted  to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line, 
fome  of  which  were  of  the  largeft  dimenfion, 
two  Ihips  armed  en  flute,  and  a  great  propor- 
tion of  frigates,  he  reluctantly  declined  hazard* 
ing  an  attack,  and  returned  to  England..    Th^ 
value  and   quality  of  the  prizes  proved   the 
importance  of  the  expedition,    and  added  to 
the  difappointment  of  the  public;  the  miniftry 
were  loudly  cenfured  for  their  deficiency  in 
information,  or  neo;li2:ence  of  dutv,  and  before 
the  tecefs  the  houfe  of  commons  had  already 
refounded  with  the  complaints  of  oppofition. 

Subsequent  events,    the  intelligence  of  captur*  ol 
which  arrived  during  the  rcpewed  feffion  of  st.  Chnf- 
patliament,    and  influenced  its  proceedings,  ^^''**"^* 

Were 
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CHAP,  were  equally  unfavourable  to  adminiftration. 

^^[j  The  marquis  de  Bouill^,  after  recapturing  St. 

S7S»«     Euflatia,   and  preparing  for  the  conqueft  of 

Demarary  and  IDequibo,  proceeded  to  the  at- 

iith  Jan.  tack  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  where  he  landed  eight 
'?**•  thoufand  men,  proteSed  by  de  Grafle's  fleet 
of  thirty-two  fail  of  the  line.  Bafleterre,  the 
capital  of  the  ifland,  built  of  wood,  and  defti- 
tute  of  means  of  defence,  feparately  capitulated, 
ani  the  French  fleet  anchored  in  the  road, 
while  the  troops  and  militia,  amounting  to  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  general  Frafer 
lind  governor  Shirley,  repaired  to  Brimftone 
hill,  an  unaflailable  eminence,  but  requiring  a 
much  more  numerous  garrifon,  and  extremely 
defeftive  in  ftores  and  artillery.  The  French 
general  was  however  reduced  to  the  neceflity 

letfa  Jan.  of  befieging  the  hill  in  form,  and  his  followers, 
with  vaft  labour  and  difiiculty,  conveyed  the 
rcquifite  artillery,  and  opened  the  trenches. 
Meanwhile  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  only  twenty- 
two  fhips  of  the  line,  quitted  B^rbadoes,  re-f 
folved  to  hazard  an  engagement  with  the  fu- 
perior  force  of  France,  for  the  protedion  of  fo 
valuable  an  ifland  as  St  Chriftopher's.     As 

%i^  Jan«  foon  as  he  had  formed  his  line  of  battle,  de 
Grafle,  deflrous  to  gain  room  for  advantageous 
a&ion,  quitted  his  anchorage,  and  ftood  out  to 
fea ;  the  Britifli  admiral,  with  mafterly  judg- 
ment and  prefence  of  mind,  lured  him  ftill 
further  from  the  fliore,  and  then  placed  his 
own  fleet  in  the  fituation  which  his  opponent 
had  quitted.  De  Graffe,  after  ineflfeftual  efforts 
to  cut  off  the  rear  of  the  Britiih  fquadron,  and 
two  refolute  attempts  on  the  whole  line  while 
at  anchor,  had  the  mortification  to  witnefs  the 
complete  interception  of  ail  communication 
between  himfelf  and  the  army% 

The 
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The  French  general,  however,  continued  chap. 
the  fiege  of  Brimftone  hill  with  unremitting  ^^^'^ 
vigour,  and  prevented  all  correfpondence  be-  j?**- 
tween  the  British  fleet  and  the  garrifon.  Yet 
the  critical  (late  of  his  enterprtze  infpired  alarm ; 
Sir  George  Rodney  was  aaily  expefied  with 
reinforcements  from  England,  and  De  Bouill^, 
having  lofl  near  a  thoufand  men  during  the 
fiege,  accelerated  the  furrender  by  threateninej 
to  burn  the  plantations,  and  renew  the  devas- 
tation whicn  he  had  committed  at  Tobago. 
The '  militia  in  the  garrifon  were  too  much 
interefted  in  this  menace  not  to  prefs  their 
commanders  to  capitulate ;  and  the  French 
general  acceded  to  every  requifition  they  made, 
regarding  either  public  or  private  property,  13111  F«b« 
the  garnfon,  or  the  inhabitants  at  large.  Ge-* 
neral  Frafer  and  governor  Shirley  were  ex- 
empted from  the  terms  impofed  on  prifoners 
of  war ;  the  former  being  allowed  to  rejoin  his 
regiment,  and  the  latter  to  refume  his  govern- 
ment at  Antigua. 

Admiral  Hood  had  feen  the  French  de- 
ftroy  the  batteries  at  Bafleterre ;  their  proceed- 
ings indicated  defpair,  and  his  hopes  were  railed 
to  the  moil . fanguine  pitch;   he  was  propor- 
tionately irritated,    when    the  furrender  was 
made  without  coidulting  him,  but  he  fecured 
the  fafety  of  his  fquadron  by  flipping  all  his 
cables  at  the  fame  moment  in  the  night,  and 
getting  under  weigh  fo  filently,  that  the  enemy's 
fleet   offered  neitlier  obflrudiou  nor  purfuit 
The  fmall  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Montferrat  be-  Ne^it  m^ 
ing  alfo  reduced,  Barbadoesand  Antigua  were  Wontfcr- 
the  only  Leeward  Iflands  remaining  in  the  pof-  '**' 
feflion  of  Great  Britain. 

The  capture  of  Minorca  occafloned  no  lefs  Capture  of 
difratisfa6lion  than  the  lofs  of  the  Weft  India  Moore*. 

iflands. 
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f  H  A  P.  iflands.  Fort  Si  Philip's  was  garrifoned  by 
xLif.  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  nihety-fcwo  men, 
^■jrjTT'  including  four  hundred  invalid  farlors,  a  raa* 
tine  corps,  and  a  few  Greeks  and  Corficans) 
the  ditch  and  fubterranean  defences  were  cut 
out  of  the  living  rock,  and  exceedingly  ftrong, 
])ut  the  upper  works  were  not  proportionately 
calculated  for  rcfiftance,  and  the  garrifon  did 
not  exceed  a  moiety  of  the  requisite  number. 
The  befieging  force  confifted  of  fixteen  thou- 
fand regular  troops,  with  a  hundred  and  nind 
pieces  of  the  heavieft  cannon,  and  thirty-fix 
great  mortars ;  yet  the  due  de  Crillon,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  did  not  blufh  td 
attempt  corrupting  the  governor's  integrity 
by  the  proffer  of  a  bribe.  General  Murray 
anfwered  the  deteftable  propofal  in  terms  of 
indignant  reproof,  reminding  the  tempter  of 
the  regard  due  to  the  honour  of  his  own  family, 
which  was  not,  however,  more  illuftrious  tbari 
that  of  the  general.  The  progrefs  of  the  fiegd 
was  more  honourable  to  de  Crillon  than  its 
outfet.  By  a  judicious  difpofition  of  his  force, 
he  cut  oft'  all  fupply  from  the  country,  and  by 
a  well-dire6ted  and  inceffant  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  rendered  cafemates  and  fouter- 
rains  the  only  abodes  of  fafety.  Although  the 
care  of  the  Britifli  government  had  fupplied  all 
neceffaries  for  fubfiftence  and  medicine  even 
to  profufion,  the  garrifon,  in  confequencc  of 
the  privation  of  vegetables,  were  afflided  with 
the  fcurvy,  which,  attended  with  putrid  fevers 
t  and  dy fentery,  raged  withj)eftilential  virulence. 

Their  zeal  produced  afts  of  uncommon  heroifm; 
a-well-condufl^ed  and  fpirited  fally  put  them  in 
poffeffion  of  Cape   Mola,    de   Crillon's  head 
.  quarters ;  their  batteries  deftroyed  a  powdei^ 
*  inagazine^  and  funk  a  ihip  freighted  with  ar^ 
.:•...  tiller)', 
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tiilery,  bombs,  and  (lores ;  but  thele  tbniptif&fy  t  rf  a  ft 
fuccefles  were  unavailing,  and  fome  unha-ppy  . '^^jK 
differences  between  the  governor  and  lieute-  •  tjU, 
nant-governor  rendered  defence  ftill  more 
hopelefs;  Difeafe  became  at  length  too  power- 
ful for  the  efforts  of  medicine ;  the  effefiive 
garrifon  was  reduced  to  fix  hundred,  and  eve!l 
thefe  could  not  long  be  kept  from  the  hofpital^; 
the  furgeons  remonitrated  t<j  the  governor,  that 
a  furthei"  delay  of  Capitulation,  would  onl^'; 
6ccafion  an  unavailing  facrilice  of  a  few  devotj^d 
viftim.s,  whom  an  enlarged,  fcene  of  i^cfpiratlon^ 
and  wholcfome  nutriment^  alone  could  refcucJ 
from  the  jaws  of  death.  The  befiegers  readily 
granted  honourable  termi;,  and  tellified  heroic 
regret  at  the  fight  of  this  brave  band  of  inva-^ 
lids,  marching  through  their  difproportioned 
funks  to  pile  their  arms.  The  i'ndiguatiort 
cxprefTed  li^^  the  garrifon  in  this  laft  aft  of 
proftration,  was  recorded  %vith  honourable  id- 
miration  by  the  enemy,  who  foou  forgot  that 
title,  and  buried  all  femblance  of  hoflilitv  irt 
generous  cares  for  the  health,  and  liberal  iu'p-^ 
plies  to  the  RecefVities  of  the  vanquirtied; 

Befoke    thefe    tranfa^tiotis  occurred,    the  »oth  JaK; 
fitting  of  parliament  was  refunied,  and  the  ope-  tiononth^ 
rations  of  oppofition  commenced  bv  a  motion  ill  fuccefs 
of  Fox,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  iirfuccefs  of  ^^'^'"**^* 
the  naval  forces.      If  there  remained  in-  the 
houfe  either  nerve,  honefty,   or  independence^ 
i'ox  declared  he  would  have  required  -the  i-e- 
iftoval  of  lord  Sandwich,  but  fuch  were  the  evi4 
effects  of  influence,  that  the  underflanding  a* 
well  as  the  heart  ctf  parliament  was  poifbned. 
Oppofition  had  been  accufed,  he  faid,  of  caufing 
the  continuance  in  office  of  the  firfl  lord  of  the 
admiralty,   by  their  frequent  efforts  to  remove 
Wm?  they  had  alfo  b^en  accufed  of  leagujiig 

vritli 
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CHAP,  ^tli  Dr.  Ffanklin,  Mrith  America,  with  France, 
^^r-,^  with  Spain)  and  of  contributing  to  the  inde- 
i:Si.  pendence  of  the  colonies.  Better  would  it 
ixave  been  for  Great  Britain,  that  they  had 
fuppoited  America,  France,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land, than  that  they  had  leagued  with  admini- 
ilration.  Without  the  uniform  aid  of  fuch  a 
miniftry,  in  vain  would  Franklin  have  been 
wife,  Waihingtpn  hrave,  Maurepas,  de  Sartinc^ 
and  de  Caftries  vigilant,  crafty,  and  politic; 
in  vain  might  America  have  been  firm,  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  full  of  refources,  vigour,  and 
energy;  and  in  vain  might  Holland,  our  an- 
cient ally,  have  proveci  a  powerful  adherent  to 
our  enemies.  The  inquiry  for  which  he  moved 
would  refolve  itfelf  into  two  parts;  whether 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  had  the  means 
of  procuring  a  navy  equal  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate,  and  whether  he  employed  the  force 
he  really  poiTefled  with  wifdom  and  ability. 
Fox  then  reviewed  at  length  the  whole  conduft 
of  the  navy,  fmce  the  year  1775,  fliewingthat 
in  every  inftance,  important  expeditions  had 
been  neglefted,  deferred,  or  improvidently  and 
inadequately  undertaken.  Ht  dwelt  on  late 
tranfadions  with  peculiar  feverity;  Rodney  had 
indulged  the  country  with  frequent  promifcs 
that  he  would  give  a  good  account  of  the 
enemy  in  the  Weft  Indies,  while  all  his  achieve- 
ments amounted  only  to  a  few  drawn  battles. 
He  had  been  employed  in  the  defpicable  plun- 
der of  St.  Euftatia,  while  Tobago  was  taken, 
and  the  admiral  could  not  find  leifure  to  pre- 
vent the  cataftrophe  of  lord  Cornwallis.  But 
Kempenfelt's  expedition  was  the  moft  aban- 
doned of  all:  ne  was  fent  with  an  inferior 
force  to  intercept  the  enemy,  while  many 
ihips  of  war  Mxre  employed  iu  the  lefs  impor- 
tant 
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tant  iervice  of  prjeventing  the  Dutch  trade,   chap. 
Providcncf,  our  constant  friend,  threw  a  few    ^^h.. 
tranfports  into  his  hands,  and  dilperfed  others     17s*. 
in  a  ftorni,  and  the  admiral  returned  to  port, 
indcad  of  remaining  to  harafs  the  French  fleet, 
and  impede  tlicir  progrefs  in  an  united  com- 
patl;   body.     Parliament  had    too  long  a^ed 
from  their  hopes,  but  muft  now  yield  to  their 
judgment,  and  no  longer  fport  with  the  feel- 
ings of  a  great,  luffering  nation,  nor  prefume 
to  ruin  a  people   for  the  fake  of  an  indivi- 
dual. 

Captain  John' LuTTftKLLexplainedfeveral 
points  in  which  the  public  had  been  mifled  and 
deceived.  Lord  Hawke,  he  faid,  had  not  left 
the  navy  in  fo  flourifliing  a  (ituation  as  was  re- 

Erefented,  neither  was  he  in  fault;  his  efforts 
aving  been  cramped  by  the  pariimony  of  par- 
liament. During  lord  Sandwich's  adminiflra- 
tion,  large  and  liberal  fupplies  had  been  grant- 
ed, and  were  faithfully  applied,  for  never,  fnice 
England  had  a  navy,  were  the  yards  fo  full  of 
timber  and  ftores.  Yet  he  would  not  contend 
that  no  mifmanagemcnt  exifted ;  there  were 
abundant  errors  in  the  conduft  of  the  navy, 
the  firft  remedy  for  which  would  be,  the  refto- 
ration  of  harmony,  confidence,  and  unanimity. 
Of  old,  when  an  Anfon,  a  Hawke,  a  Bofcawen, 
a  Saunders,  and  a  Keppel  commanded,  all  was 
cordiality,  affed;ion,  and  zeal,  the  admirals  took 
pride  in  inftru6ling  their  inferiors,  the  road  to 
improvement  was  open  for  all,  and  the  differences 
of  individuals  were  accommodated  by  the  inter- 
vention of  their  fuperiors.  Nbw  all  was  party, 
difunion,  and  jealoufy ;  officers  no  longer  had 
accefs  to  the  tables  of  their  fuperiors ;  they  never 
met  b&t  on  duty,  and  confequently  had  no 
confidence  in  each  other.     For  this,  there  was 

V02..    III.  G  a  UQ 
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CHAP,  no  remedy  but  calling  into  fervice  thofe  vete- 
y^J^  rans  whofe  gallantry,  fkill,  and  experience  were 
i7«»«  generally  acknowledged ;  as  the  prefent  com- 
manders of  fleets  w*ere,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
Imt  young,  captains  at  the  termination  of  laft 
war.  He  Qeafured  the  inquiry  as  an  impolitic 
tneafure,  ctileukted  only  to  keep  alive  tne  dif- 
i^uiions  in  the  navy;  and.to  delude  parliament 
by  the  produftion  of  coUufive  witnefles,  who 
would,  as  formerly,  laugh  in  the  lobby  at  their 
own  fuccefsful  impoflures. 

Lord  Mu  lo rave  defended  the  general  con- 
du£l  of  the  naval  war,  and  Mr.  Fitzherbert  im- 
puted the  deficiency  of  the  navy  to  the  want 
of  fhipwrights.  The  French  had  three  thoufand 
of  thefe  artificers  at  Breft,  while  tlie  king's  yard 
at  Portfmouth  contained  only  eight  hundred. 
Thus  the  Engliih  fhips  were  flowly  built,  and 
while  materials  abounded^  labourers  could  not 
be  procured.  The  caufes  of  this  defe^  were 
the  low  prices,  and  the  fmall  wages  afforded  in 
the:  royal  yards,  compared  with  thofe  of  private 
ihip  builders.- 

Lord  North  declared,  that  lord  Sandwich 
was  no  lefs  defirous  than  himfelf  of  a  full  jand 
.  fair  inveltigation ;  and  the  motion  paiTed  with- 
out a  divifion,  captain  Luttrell  interpoTiug  his 
fingle  negative.  Several  animated  debates  were 
maintained  refpeding  the  papers  to  be  demand- 
ed from  the  admiralty,  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  dif- 
played  his  wonted  eloquence,  with  a  furprifing 
facility  in  the  arrangement  of  bufinels.  All  the 
documents  required  werc  furniflied,  and  at  the 
firft  difcuflion  of.  the  committee,  a  call  of  the 
houfe  was  ordered. 
7th  Feb.  After  the  papers  had  been  read.  Fox;  in  a 
long  and  elequent  fpeech,  renewed  Uie  charges 
againft  lord  Sandwich,  and  concluded  by  mov- 
.       ^^  .    .  ing, 
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ing,  that  "during  the  year  1781,  naval  affairs  chap. 
had  been  grofsly  mifmanaged."    After  an  ani-     ^^'l- 
mated  debate,  the  vote  of  the  committee,  though     lyZtT 
favourable,  was  by  no  means  flattering  to  go- 
vernment, as  an  attendance  of  three  nundred 
and  thirty-eight  members  produced  in  their 
favour  a  majority  of  twenty-two  only.  * 

The  defeftion  of  the  country  gentlemen  Pcrfooa 
from  the  caufe  of  adminiilration,  now  infpired  Motions 
oppofition  with  the  moft  fanguine  lK)pes,  and  Sjjj^|^ 
queftions  aifcfting  the  condud  of  adminifira- 
tion,  and  the  characters  of  individuals  connect- 
ed with  them,  were  brought  forward  with  deli- 
gence*  and  debated  with  increafing  acrimony. 
The  duke  of  Richmond,  in  making  a  motion  ^ittjvu 
refpeCting  the  execution  of  colonel  Haynes,  ani-  and  4th 
mad  verted  with  great  feverity  on  the  condu6l  ^ejui^e 
of  lord  Rawdon  and  lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  ofRkh- 
refpeCling  which,  however,  he  afterwards  made  ?®S^**  *** 
fatisfaClory  explanations.    Tiie  duke  of  Chan-  JSmISP 
dos  demanded  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  Haynes. 
furrender  at  York  town,  and  copies  of  the  minif-  'J*^  "^^ 
terial  correfpondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  Motions 
in  the    year   178I;    both  which  propofitions  ^o' w«« 
were,  after  violent  debates,  agreeded  to,  but  no  a^vH 
confequenccs  refulted. 

Lord    George    Germaine,    difagreeing  Refigna. 
with  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet  on  the  o^°^^*"^ 
future  condu6l  of  the  war,  refigned  his  office  of  Germaine. 
fecretary  of  ftate  for  America,  which  was  be-  nth  Feb. 
flowed  on  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  and  was  raifed  to  9th  Feb. 
the  peerage  by  the  title  of  lord  vifcount  Sack-  ^'*  P^"^- 
ville.     On  the  report  that  this  mark  of  royal  '^  p^j, 
favour  was  intended,  the  marquis  of  Carmar-  Motions' 
then,  not  prevented  by  the  confideration  of  the  j^p^^^ 
fevere  profecution  of  his  anceflor,  the  earl  of  *  * 
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c  ITA  P.  Danby,  moved,  that  "  it  ^as  derogatory  to  the 
XLIL  honour  of  the  houie  of  tlie  lords,  that  any  perfon 
*77iTr'  labouring  under  fo  heavy  a  fentence  of  a  court 
martial,  and  the  confcciucnt  public  orders,  Ihould 
be  recommended  to  the  cro\yn  as  worthy  the 
dignity  of  peerage."  The  lord  chancellor  declar- 
ed this  motion  irregular  and  diforderly,  and  in- 
compatible with  parliamentary  form ;  and  lord 
Denbigh  objeded  to  it  as  unprecedented.  When 
the  court  martial  thus  improperly  alluded  to  was 
held,  a  particular  complexion  of  politics  pre- 
vailed in  the  cabinet ;  but  only  four  years  af- 
terwards, the  Rockingham  adminiftration,  nioft 
of  the  members  of  which  Avere  now  in  oppofi- 
tion,  had  defired  the  reftoration  of  lord  George 
Germaine  to  his  feat  in  the  privy  council,  a 
proof  that  they  confidcred  his  advice  of  great 
importance  to  the  ftatc.  Conceiving  the  mo- 
tion derogatory  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  altogether  unneceflary,  he  moved 
to  adjourn.  Several  intemperate  fpeeches  were 
made,  reflefting  on  the  conduirt  of  lord  George, 
and  threatening  him  with  impeachment;  tiie 
right  of  the  houfe  to  interfere,  was  maintained 
by  lord  Shelburne  ;  but  the  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment was  carried.  * 
iSii^Fcb.  When  lord  Sackville  took  his  feat,  the  de- 
bate was  renewed  on  a  motion  by  the  marquis 
of  Carmarthen,  iu  nearly  the  fame  words  as  the 
former,  and  reciting  at  length  the  fentence  of 
the  court  martial,  and  the  confequent  public  or- 
ders. The  marquis  confidercd  tliefe  fufficiently 
Notorious  to  render  fpecific  proofs  unneceflary. 
Lord  Abingdon  fupported  the  motion  in  a 
fpeech  replete  with  ribaldry,  declaring  that  the 
new  peer  was  foifted  in  upon  the  houfc,  in 
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defiance  of  commou  fenfe,  and  common decen-  CHAP, 
cy,  in  contempt  of  public  virtue,  and  encou-  J^j[K 
ragement  of  every  private  vice.  ly^i. 

Loud  Sackville  declared  he  knew  not  to 
whofe  advice  he  was  indebted  for  his  peerage; 
but  as  the  fentcnce  of  a  court  martial  did  not 
amount  to  a  dif<iualiiication,  he  was  authorized 
to  accept  it.  The  court  martial,  he  proceeded, 
fat  three-and-twcnty  years  ago,  when  the  pre- 
valence of  faction  and  clamour  made  him  the 
virtim  of  unexampled  ptrfocution.  He  had 
been  condemned  unheard,  and  puniihed  before 
trial.  Although  ft  ripped  of  all  his  military 
honours  and  emoluments  on  mere  rumour,  on 
the  malicious  fuggeltious  of  his  enemies, 
who  were  believed  without  proof,  he  had 
challenged  his  accufers,  he  had  provoked  in- 
quiry, and  in  the  pride  of  confcious  innocence, 
perfevercd  in  demanding  a  trial.  Clamour 
and  prejudice  had  been  afliduoufly  encourag- 
ed during  the  fitting  of  the  court  marti^^l, 
but  it  would  not  become  him  to  revile  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  he  had  fid)mitted  to  the  fentence. 
lie  did  not,  however,  object  to  a  review  of  tlie 
tranfaftion  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would  rilk  liis 
honour  and  his  life  on  the  decifion  of  the  houfe, 
or  even  of  the  marquis  himfelf,  as  a  man  of 
honour.  At  prefent,  neither  the  charge,  the 
defence,  nor  the  evidence  was  before  the  houie, 
and  yet  they  were  called  on  to  enforce  the  fen- 
tence a  fecond  time.  Such  a  proceeding  would 
add  tenfold  feverity  to  the  military  law,  by  an- 
nexing to  its  judgments  the  cenfure  of  a  civil 
court.  But  it  was  ftill  more  incompatible  with 
juftice,  to  combine  with  the  fentence  of  the 
court  martial,  the  comjncnt  added  by  the  exe- 
cutive poM'er.  The  court  martial  wis  compe- 
tent to  pronounce,  and  by  that  he  had  been 
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CHAP,  tried;  nor  was  he  anfwerable  for  the  terms  in 
XLIL^    which  George  II.  had  defcanted  on  the  fen- 
tence. 

Lord  Southampton,  who  was  one  of  the 
witneffes  on  the  trial,  declared  he  was  not  aftu- 
ated  by  fadion  ;  and  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
who  was  at  the  battle  of  M  in  den,  though  not 
examined  as  a  witnefs  on  th^  court  martial, 
afferted  that  the  time  loft  by  lord  George  Ger- 
maine  was  an  hour  and  an  half,  a  fa6i  he  was 
particularly  able  to  afcertain,  "  as  he  had  his 
watch  in  his  hand  the  whole  time." 

LoHD  Sackville  was  defended  by  lord 
Walfm^^ham  and  lord  Stormont ;  and  the  lord 
chancellor  declared  that  whoever  had  advifed 
the  late  king  to  iflue  the  orders  mentioned  in 
the  motion,  advifed  him  to  atl  moft  unjuftly, 
and  to  publiih  a  ftigma  on  the  noble  lord,  more 
fevere  than  could  be  coUefted  from  the  fen- 
tence,  or  even  from  the  charge  againft  him. 
The  propofition  being  negatived  by  a  large 
majority,*    a  proteft  was  fubfcibed   by   nine 

fieers,'  ftating  the  motion,  fentence,  and  pub- 
ic orders,  and  declaring  that  the  elevation  of 
lord  Sackville  was  a  meafure  fatal  to  the  in- 
terefts  and  glory  of  the  crown,  and  dignity  of 

f)arliament ;    an  infult  on  the  memory  of  the 
ate  fovereign,  and  eveiy  furviving  brai^ch  of 
the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwick. 

The  hope  of  mortifying  the  new  peer  by 
this  indecent  proteft,  feems  to  have  been  the 
chief  objeft  of  the  motion.  Nothing  but  the 
extreme  vindiftivenefs  of  party  rage,  could 
have  impelled  the  avowed  advocates  of  liberty, 
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7  They  were,  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  the  duke  of  Rutknd* 
the  earls  of  Prm broke,  Craven,  Chatham,  Derby,  and  £greinoit» 
the  duke  of  Devonshire,  and  earl  of  Abingdon. 
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to  the  adoption  of  arguments  favouring  the   chap. 
unjuft  and  flaviftx  doftrine,  that  the  opinion  of     xtn. 
a  king  on  the  judgment  of  a  militai-v  court,      ,7^,. 
was  of  fufficient  authority  to  bind  his  uicceflbr, 
and  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  legiflature, 
twenty  years  after  his  deceafe. 

As  another  individual  favoured  by  govern-  19th Feb. 
ment,  general  Arnold  was  expofed  to  fevere  ^*"^"'^ 
cenfures.     On  the  commitment  of  the  mutiny  Arnoid. 
bill,  Burke  exprefled  ftrong  difapprobation  at 
employing  that  officer  in  the  Britiih  army  ;  as 
he  was  a  rebel  to  rebels.     His  fervices  might 
be  properly  rewarded  by  a  pecuniary  gift  or  a 
penfion,  but  he  ought  never  to  be  entrufted 
Avith  the  power  of  committing  frefli  treafons. 

These  perfonal  attacks  were  preparatory  to  Renewed 
a  grand  general  fy  ftein  of  aflault,  projeded  by  op-  ?^^  '^- 
pofition,  conduced  with  perfeverence  and  abi-  tSe  navy, 
lity,  and  finally  crowned  with  fuccefs.   Fox  re-  %%d  F«b. 
newed  in  the  houfe,  the  motion  he  had  loft  in 
the  committee,  refpefting  the  mifmanagement 
of  the  navy,  declaring  his  effort  was  not  perfon- 
ally  direded  again  ft  lord  Sandwich,  butagainft 
the  whole  admiralty  board.     The  motion  was 
fecondedby  Mr.  Pitt:  the  number  of  members 
prefentat  the  difcuflion  was  confiderably  greater 
than  on  the  former  day,  and  the  divifion  ftill 
lefs  gratifying  to  adminiftration,  as  the  majority 
in  their  favour  was  only  nineteen.  * 

While  the  members  were  in  the  lobby  on  Ocnenl 
this  divifion,  Mr.  Thomas  Townfliend  gave  ^^|J^*^'* 
notice  that  a  queftion  refpefting  the  conti-  againfttht 
nuance  of  the  American  war  would  be  fpeedily  "^^ 
agitated.     Accordingly,  on  the  next  fitting  of 
the  houfe,  general  Conway  moved  an  addrefs,  ^,^ 
imploring  the  king  to  confider  the  calamities, 
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CHAP.  ^^^  heavy  burthens  occafioncd  by  the  war, 
XLIL  and  liften  to  the  humble  praver  and  advice  of 
ijSa.  the  commons,  tliat  it  might  no  longer  Ix?  pur- 
fued  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for 
the  impracticable  purpofc  of  reducing  the  in- 
habitants by  force,  and  pron\Hing  to  aflift  in 
forwarding  and  rendering  effectual  a  happy 
reconciliation  with  the  revolted  colonies.  In 
ihe  prefent  moment,  the  general  obferved,  wlicn 
there  were  certain  indications  of  a  defign  to 
continue  the  war,  he  thought  it  necclfary  to 
inquire  of  the  new  fecretai;^'  of  ftate,  vho, 
though  not  a  young  man,  was  a  young  minifter, 
what  were  Ins  principles  and  fentiments  re- 
jfpe6ting  the  American  war?  The  king  in  his 
fpeech  liad  expreifcd  a  defne  for  peace,  and  it 
M'as  faid  by  perfons  of  good  authority,  that 
America  was  in  the  fame  dif])ofition;  the  houfe 
ought  to  give  eiFe6t  to  fuch  delires,  for  the 
man  who  did  not  wilh  for  peace,  not  only  was 
deftitute  of  a  heart,  but  did  not  poflcfs  a  foul. 
Lord  John  Cavendifli  fecon<led  the  motion, 
with  ftrong  cenfures  on  the  war,  and  a  folcmn 
appeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  houfe. 

AIr.  Welboke  Ellis,  without hefitation, 
anfwered  the  call  of  general  Conway,  and  pre- 
fented  thofe  opi^iio|)s  which  he  termed  his  pro- 
feflion  of  faith.  He  had  always  been  firmly 
of  opinion,  nor  could  events  change  it,  that 
the  war  was  juft  in  its  origin ;  but  he  never  en- 
tertained a  notion  that,  obedience  could  be 
procured  by  force.  Jlis  idea  was,  that  in 
America  there  were  many  friends  to  the  Britilh 
government,  and  that  l>y  ftrongly  fupporting 
them,  the  party  or  faction  mig)it  be  deltroyed, 
"^  %vhich  from  motives  of  ambition,  or  hatred  of 

monarchy,  willied  for  war.     That  oiir  friends 
^ere  ft  ill  numerous,  wa^  a  fatt  for  which  he 

would 
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would  not  plcdjje  hinifelf  to  the  houfe,  but  he  CHAP 
firmly,  and  for  the  belt  reafons,  iKfli^ved  it.  J^ii' 
No  man  could  be  more  fincercly  defirous  of  '7»«. 
peace;  he  could  endure  war  only  as  the  means 
of  making  that  more  happy,  liable,  fafe,  and 
permanent.  If  a  teil  was  required  of  the  views 
of  miniftry  in  cbntinuing  the  war,  it  would  be 
belt  afforded  by  the  eftimates,  which  made  no 
allowance  for  recruiting  the  army.  But  he 
could  never  confider  as  the  bell  way  of  procur- 
ing peace,  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  the 
enemy's  country,  and  rid  them  of  thole  alarms 
by  which  men  are  rendered  folicitous  for  the 
return  of  tranquillity.  Such  conduit  >vould  be 
equivalent  t<i  a  declaration  of  defpair,  an  offer 
of  a  carte  blanche ;  but  to  make  the  Ameri- 
cans feel  the  inconveniences,  hardihips,  and 
burthens  of  war,  was  the  moft  certain  way  to 
infpire  a  wilh  for  its  ceflatipn.  He  expofed 
t^hc  abfurdity  of  ufing  fo  vague  a  term  as 
American  war;  the  whole  continental  army 
was  fed,  cloathed,  and  paid  by  France.  Mere 
locality  did  not  give  a  name  to  a  war,  and  this 
might  therefore  be  confidered  a  French  w^ar. 
If  France  was  fought  during  the  lait  war  ia 
Germany,  why  not  now  in  America  ?  The 
motion  fcemed  to  imply  that  the  Britiih  troops 
fhould  be  withdrawn  from  America:  if  the 
houfe  confidered  the  times  ripe  for  fuch  a 
declaration,  they  muft  make  it,  but  the  prefent 
motion  was  replete  with  ambiguity.  -Minilters 
could  never  aft  with  efFeft,  either  in  war  or 
peace,  unlefs  they  poffefled  the  confidence  of 
the  houfe  ;  minifters  who  could  not  ^ain  that 
confidence  ought  to  retire ;  but  till  that  mea- 
fure  became  neceffary,  they  ought  to  be  left- 
to  th^  free  exercife  of  their  difcretion,  to  avail 
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CHAP,  thcmfclves  of  all  contingencies,  and  not  cri|>- 
^2^  P^^  by  orders,  which  the  intereft  of  the  public 
S7ts*     might  compel  them  to  difobey. 

.  SuRKE  ridiculed  this  '*  confeffion  of  faith," 
comparing  it  to  other  confefiions  of  the  fame 
nature,  intelligible  only  to  thofe  who  were 
gifted  with  an  internal  light.  A  confeffion 
more  obfcure,  confufed,  intricate,  and  abfurd, 
was  perhaps  never  framed  and  publifhed  for  the 
delation  and  calamity  of  mankind  :  like  other 
unintelligible  confeiTions,  it  could  be  fupported 
only  by  miracles.  The  only  new  idea  was,  that 
locality  fignified  nothing  in  war  ;  and  thus  a 
peerage  was  bellowed  on  one  who  had  dif- 
membered  his  country,  merely  that  an  Ame- 
rican might  be  converted  into  a  French  war. 
Burke  expatiajted  on  the  deluiion  of  this  argu* 
ment,  and  the  ruinous  confequences  of  oppof- 
ing  the  arms  of  France  on  the  continent  of 
America,  where  our  expences  were  to  her's  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one.  The  new 
plan  of  Mr.  Ellis  was  in  fa6i  no  other  than  the 
old  fyftem  of  his  predeceflbr.  The  late  fecre- 
tary,  though  called  by  patent  to  the  upper 
houfe,  was  dill  to  be  found  in  effigy  in  his  old 
•  ieat.  The  new  minifler  as  his  uni  verfal  legatee, 
who  inherited,  on  lord  Sackville's  political 
death,  all  his  plans,  projeds,  and  meafures,  nay, 
his  ideas,  language,  and  words.  He  had  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  hopes,  his  intelligence,  his  know- 
ledge of  our  numerous  friends  in  America,  and 
his  Ignorance  of  every  thing  tending  to  peace. 
Burke  expofed,  from  CKperience  at  Saratoga 
and  York  town,  the  folly  of  relying  on  Ameri- 
can friends,  and  the  abiurdity  was  heightened 
by  confidering  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
abandoned  by  the  laft  capitulation;  nor  was 
be  lefs  fevere  on  the  requifition  of  confidence 

by 


GEORGE    III.  459 

by  men,  ftill  determined  to  perfevere  in  this  mad  char 
and  impolitic  war.    He  concluded  by  declaring     XLii. 
that  no  contingencies  favourable  toGreat  Britain   ^^j^"^ 
could  arife  till  a  change  was  made  in  the  fyftem. 

Several  other  members  fpoke  on  the  quef- 
tion  with  great  ability,  principally  dilating  the 
arguments  already  ufed :  the  diviiion  afforded 
to  miniftry  the  melancholy  majority  of  a  fingle 
vote. ' 

Anticipating  a  complete  triumph,  and 
conceiving  that  financial  arrangements  alone 
could  delay  the  acceflion  of  oppofition  to  office, 
Fox,  immediately  after  the  divifion,  cenfured 
lord  North's  delay  in  opening  the  budget,  and 
was  informed  the  bufmefs  was  fixed  for  the 
twenty-fifth. 

Colonel  Babre^  expreffed  furprife  that  A^*^* 
lord  North  could  behave  in  fo  fcandalous  and  ^mniord 
indecent  a  manner ;  after  having  by  every  op-  North  and 
preffion  fcourged  the  people  to  the  laft  drop  of  gji^ 
blood,  he  wiihed  to  fcourge  from  them  that 
alfo.     His  condu£l  was  fcandalous,  indecent, 
and  infulting ;   he  had  attained  fuch  a  pitch, 
that  hcfeemed  to  think  the  houfe  met  for  no 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  granting  taxes. 

Lord  Nor^h,  unufually  incenfed  at  this 
unprovoked  and  unexpefted  attack,  replied 
with  great  warmth;  he  fiippofed  the  large 
minority  of  that  evening  hsid  inflamed  the 
colonel's  courage  to  fuch  an  intemperance  of 
abufe;  his  language  towards  him  had  always 
been  far  from  decent,  but  now  it  was  infolent 
and  brutal.  The  clamour  of  the  houfe  obliged 
the  fpeaker  to  interfere,  and  the  minifter  re- 
covering his  wonted  good  humour,  made  hand* 
fome  apologies,  both  to  the  houfe  and  the 
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CHAP,  individual  offended.  Colonel  Barr^,  equally 
XLii.  fenfible  of  his  own  intemperance,  alfo  apolo- 
*7JJ^  ^zed.  He  differed  with  the  noble  lord,  he  faicl, 
in  politics,  and  contcntncd  him  as  minifier; 
but  as  a  private  gentlemen  fmcerely  efiecmcd 
him.  In  that  charafter,  he  (hould  be  lefs  dif- 
pofed  to  offer  uncivil  language  to  him,  than 
to  any  man  living.  Such  >vorc  the  effects  of 
intemperate  party  and  rage  in  a  mind  endowed 
with  honour,  candour,  and  benevolence. 
^sthFeb.  Although  the  members  of  oppofition  were 
Mid  4th  anxious  that  the  uiinilter  iliould  complete  tJic 
^o^son  unpopular  tafk  of  taxation,  before  he  was  com- 
the  new  pcUeu  to  abdicate  his  fituation,  yet  they  omit- 
ted no  endeavour  to  render  his  exertions  un- 
popular, and  to  cenfure  the  manner,  no  \c(s 
than  the  occafion  of  impoiing  burthens  on  the 
public.  Fox,  decrying  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
and  accufing  the  minifter  of  making  corrupt 
l>argains  for  the  purj>ofe  of  affording  douceurs 
to  contraftors,  placemen,  and  members  of  par- 
liamenty  obferved,  that  as  he  had  brought  the 
nation  to  the  eve  of  a  bankruptcy,  it  was  of 
fmall  importance  for  what  particular  fum  the 
infolvency  Ihould  be  declared.  Burke,  ani- 
madverting on  the  ditficulty  of  propoling  taxes, 
obferved,  with  his  accuftomed  felicity  of  fatire, 
that  on  looking  over  the  bleffed  fruits  of  lord 
North's  adminiftration,  he  found  the  country 
loaded  with  ten  new  taxes— beer,  wine,  foap, 
leather,  horfes,  coaches,  pott-chaifes,  poft-horics, 
ftamps,  and  fervants ;  recollefting  that  he  had 
omitted  fugar  in  this  enumeration,  he  obferved, 
that  fince  St.  Chriftopher's  was  loft,  and  Bar- 
badoes  and  Jamaica  muft  probably  follow,  the 
omiffion  was  of  fmall  importance,  as  we  fliould 
foon  have  no  fusjar  to  tax.  "  \\'hat  frelh  bur- 
then,"  he  piocccdctl,  "  can  the  noble  lord  add 

'  '  tft 
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to  this  unhappy  nation  ?  We  are  taxed  in  c  H  A  Pj 
rilling  and  in  walking,  in  ftaying  at  home  and  ^^i|[v* 
in  going  abroad,  in  being  mailers  or  in  being  i7«». 
fervants,  in  drinking  wne  or  in  drinking  beer; 
iji  Ihoit,  in  every  way  poffihle."  But,  viewing 
the  account  in  a  mercantile  form,  he  muft 
acknowledge  that  for  a  hundred  millions  of 
money,  we  had  purchafcd  a  full  equivalent  in 
difafter.  If  we  >vcre  debtor  by  lofs  in  that 
fum  of  money,  we  Avere  alfo  creditor  by  lofs 
in  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  thirteen  conti- 
nental provinces,  befides  St.  Vintfent's,  Gre- 
nada, Dominica;  Tobago,  St.  Chriftopher's, 
Senegal,  Penfacola,  and  -Minorca,  worth,  at  a 
moderate  computation,  four  millions  and  a  half 
annually. 

Five  days  after  his  firft  triumphant  failure,  •TthFdi. 
general  Conway  again  appealed  to  the  houfe  COTwTy'g 
on  the  fubje6l  of  the  war,  by  moving,  "  that  recondMo- 
the  further  profecntion  of  offenfive  hoftilities  ^®"* 
for  tlie  purpofe  of  reducing  the  revolted  colo- 
nies to  obedience  by  force,  would  weaken  the 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  againft  her  European 
enemies,  increafe  the  mutual  enmity  fo  fatal 
both  to  Great  Britain  and  America,  and   by 
preventing  a  happy   reconciliation  with  that 
country,  fruftrate  the  defire  expreffed  by  his 
majefty  of  reftoring  the  bleilings  of  peace  and 
tranquillity."  The  generars  introduftory  fpeech 
was  chiefly  compofcd  of  anfwers  to  the  argu- 
ments againft  his  former  motion.     He  depre- 
cated every  mode  of  warfare  hitherto  carried 
on,  and  wilhed  only  for  a  war  of  pofts,  ex- 
cluding all  exertion,  except  for  felt-defence, 
illuftrating  this  opinion  by  the  forties  of  general 
Elliot  from  Gibraltar,    and   general   Alurray 
from  fort  St.  Philip.     In  this  debate  feveral  of* 
the  country  gentlemen,  and  fome  otHcial  ad- 
herents, 
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OHAP«  berents   declared  their    refolution   to  divide 

XLir.     againil  the  minifter,  and  the  oppofition,  con- 

17U.     fident  of  a  majority,  were  already  clamorous 

for  the  q^eftion,  when  lord  Nortl)^  with  fome 

difficulty,  obtained  a  hearing. 

If  the  objeft  of  the  motion  was  peace,  he 
obferved,  the  votes  on  the  queftion  would  be 
unanimous ;  the  wifli  of  peace  was  neareit  to 
his  heart,  but  he  w^s  convinced  that  the  means 
hitherto  fuggefttfd  were  more  likely  to  retard 
than  accelerate  the  event.  No  one  had  ven- 
tured to  fuggeil  that  the  trppps  ihould  be  with- 
drawi\ ;  fuch  a  proportion  would  be  generally 
condemned,  an4  the  mi^ifters  had  already  de- 
clared they  did  not  intend  to  replace  the  cap- 
tured army.  If,  however,  the  houfe  remained 
unfatisfied  with  this  pledge,  and  fufpeded  the 
^ncerity,  ability,  or  integrity  of  the  minifiersi 
thofe  fentiments  were  not  to  be  exprefled  by 
the  prefent  motion ;  an  addrefs  for  their  re-' 
moval  v^ould  be  the  only  proper  meafure.  A 
miniiler  ought  to  be.  like  Ccefar's  wife,  not 
only  exempt  from  guilt,  but  above  fufpicion* 
If  the  confidence  ofparliament  was  withdrawn, 
it  would  be  his  duty  to  refign  the  feal  of  office 
into  the  hands  of  his  fovereign  and  retire. 
He  theQ  explained  with  great  ability  the 
knpediments  to  peace  while  the  connexion 
between  France  and  America  ftill  fubfifted. 
Even  the  propofition  of  a  truce  was  replete  with 
difficulty ;  tne,exifting  afts  of  parliament,  the 
neceffity  of  legiflative  interference,  \X\e  confif- 
cation  of  American  property ;  all  thefe  were 
points  requiring  the  greateft  delicacy.  He  ad- 
mitted the  motion  to  be  confiitutional,  but  re- 
commended a  fliort  delay,  to  convince  the 
houfe,  that  minifters  were  fmcere  in  their  in- 
tention not  to  recruit  the  army  in  America. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Waj-lace,  the  attorney-general,  pro*  Chap. 
ceeded  on  tlie  fame  principles,  declarmg  his   ^3J^. 
intention  to  bring  in  a  bill  enabling  miniilers     i7Sa, 
to  treat  on  the  bafis  of  a  truce,  and  moved  an 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

This  attempt  was  combated  by  feveral 
leaders  of  oppofition;  Mr.  Pitt  was  particu- 
larly fevere  on  the  motion  of  adjournment^ 
and  on  the  ground  of  lord  North's  owa 
declaration,  urged  the  houfe,  by  every  conii- 
deration  of  duty  or  prudence,  to  withdraw 
confidence  from  the  prefent  adminillration. 
"  Was  there  a  promife,"  he  afked,  "  which 
they  had  not  falfified  ?  Was  there  a  plan  in 
which  they  agreed  ?  Did  any  two  of  them  ac- 
cord in  any  fpecific  dodrine?  No!  there  was 
an  inceflant  variation:  a  iliu filing  and  tricking 
pervaded  their  whole  c6ndu6t,  and  in  them 
parliament  could  place  no  truft." 

The  divifion  on.the  motion  of  adjournment  TbeminiA 
left  the  minifter  in  a  minority  of  nineteen,''  and  ^'"^  ? 
the  original  queftion  was  carried   without  a  "**°^*^* 
divifion.     The  king  having  returned  an  an-  4<hManii. 
fwer  conformable  to  the  terms  of  this  addreis,  ^^^  •**" 
general  Conway,  after  echoing  back  the  very 
words  in  a  motion  of  thanks,  made  an  experi- 
ment on  tlie  difpofition  of  miniflers  to  refign^ 
by  moving,  "  that  the  houfe  woidd  confider  as 
enemies  to  the  king  and  country,  all  who  fhould 
advife,  or  by  any  means  attempt  the  further 
profecution  of  oflfenfive  war  fpr  the  purpofe  of 
reducing  the  revolted  colonies  by  force." 

LoBD  North  difapp6inted  the  hopes  of  op- 
pofition by  declaring,  that  in  purfuance  of  the 
addrefs,  and  of  the  king's  anfwer,  he  iliould  ufe 
every  effort  to  fulfil  their  orders,  relying  on 

^  «3^  to  2i5« 

their 
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CHAP,  their  further  iuftriiflion  if  he  ap|)earccl  to  mif- 
^[\j  apprehend  their  intentions.     He  conficlered  the 
17831.      motion  unneceflary,  as  it  only  reinforced  de- 
clarations aheady  fiitficiently  ftrong. 

Fox  rofe  in  great  indignation,  to  expofethc 
impra^licability  of  a  cabinet  conforming  totlie 
inftruflions  of  parliament,  if  contrary  to  their 
own  judgment.  He  thanked  God  the  late  re- 
fofutions  of  the  houfe  had  broken,  deftroyed, 
and  annihilated  that  corruption  which  Tonncd 
the  bafis  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  a  fyftem  which 
muft  now  foon  crumble  to  pieces.  •  JNIinifters 
fuvely  could  not  be  fo  profligate  as  to  proceed 
after  the  late  intelligence  that  Minorca  was 
captured,  and  that  by  the  lofs  of  St.  Glirifio- 
pher's,  Jamaica  was  become  our  only  remaining 
Weft  India  poifeffion.  Where  did  they  mean 
to  ftop?  When  would  they  confcfs  they  had 
done  enough  ?  From  his  foul  he  believed,  fuch 
was  their  accuifed  obitinacv,  that  even  w-hen 
*  ^they  had  loft  nine  tenths  ot  the  king's  domi- 
nions, they  would  not  be  fatislied  till  they  had 
mangled  and  deltroyed  the  laft  miferable  tenth 
alfo. 

MixisTERs  did  not  venture  to  divide  the 

houfe,  but  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  At-         The  efforts  of  both  parties  were  now  vifibly 

mraP^s  Bm  ^I'refted  only  to  the  acquifition  or  retention  of 

for  Peace,    official  fituatiou.     The  attorney-general  fub- 

5th  March,  fitted  to  a  committee  of  the  M'hole  houfe,  his 

propofition  for  a  peace  or  truce,  with  America, 

explaining  the  difliculties,  and  fuggefting  means 

of  removing  them.     Fox  declared  the  motion 

deferving  only  of  contempt ;  minifters  had  no 

wifli  for  peace;  nothing  but  flagellatibn  and 

corre6lion   could   drive  them  to  entertain   a 

thought  on  the  fubjeft.     If  they  were  iinCere, 

what  made  them  rejeftthe  profliprcd  jnediation 

of 
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of  Spain ;  what  made  them  reje6l  the  mediation   chap. 

offered  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  year  ?    ^^}J\ 

He  would  even  inform  them,  that  there  were     1781. 

perfons  in  Europe  fully  empowered  to  make 

peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  but 

who  would  not  negotiate  with  fuch  an  admi-* 

niftration.     Our  affairs  were  fo  circumftanced 

that  they  muft  lofe  their  places,  or  their  coun-^ 

try  be  undone.     He,  as  a  friend  to  his  country, 

would,    if  properly  authorized,,  conduft  the 

tranfaftion  even  as  an  under  commis  or  meffen- 

ger  ;   but.  he  defired  it  to  be  underftood,  that 

he  did  not  mean  to  conneft  himfelf  with  any 

of  the  minifters ;  "  from  the  moment  when  he 

Jhould  make  any  terms  with  one  of  them^  he 

would  re/i  fatisfied  to  be  called  the  moji  in* 

famous  of  mankind:  he  could  not  for  an  in^ 

Jiant  think  of  a  coalition  with  men^  who  in 

every  public  and  private  tranfaQion^  as  minif 

ters^  nad  Jhewn  themf elves  void  of  every  prin^ 

ciple  of  honour  and  honejiy :  in  the  hands  of 

fuch  men  he  would  not  truft  his  honour^  even 

for  a  minute." 

Lord  North  explained  the  manner  in 
which  mediations  had  been  offered,  and  an- 
fwered  Fox's  infinuations  againft  his  honour 
with  becoming  difdain.  He  would  not,  he 
added,  relinquilli  his  office  merely  becaufe  fo 
much  eagernefs  was  fliewn  to  drive  him  out,  but 
as  he  had  hitherto  retained  it  to  prevent  con- 
fufion,  and  the  introduftion  of  unconftitutional 
principles  into  government,  he  would  not  refign 
till  commanded  by  the  king,  or  till  the  houie 
fliould,  in  the  cleared  manner,  indicate  the 
propriety  of  his  withdrawing. 

Fox,  in  handfome  terms,  explained  the  ex- 
preffibns  he  had  applied  to  lord  North  as  not 
defigned  to  effett  his  private  character,  or  the 

vol«  III,  Hu  parts 
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CHAP,  parts  of  his  public  condu6l  relating  to  pccuni- 
XLii.    ary  affairs,  which  were  free  from  every  impu- 
1781.     tation.     He  then  ridiculed  the  refolution  to  re- 
main in  otFice,  and  was  furprifed  that  fo  few- 
days  ashad  elapfed  fincehe  declared  his  willing- 
nels  to  relign  whenever  tlie  confidence  of  par- 
liament was  withdrawn,  fliould  produce  fuch  a 
change  in  his  fentiments.     The  attorney-ge- 
neral's  motion  was  agreed  to  without  divifion. 
ithMarch.      Th  E  ncxt  cfFort  to  bring  this  anxious  con- 
c^vei-****"  teft  for  power  to  a  conclufion  was  made  by 
diih'smo-  lord  John  Cavendifli,  who  moved  a  feries  of 
tJonagainft  rcfolutions  declaratory  of  the  duration,  loffes, 
^y^^T'   andexpences  of  the  war  in  which  Great  Bri- 
tain was  engaged  without  an  ally,  and  imput- 
ing all  thofe  misfortunes  to  the  want  of  fore- 
fight  and  ability  in  minifters.     A  long  debate 
produced  no  novelty  of  argument  or  aflertion, 
but  its  termination  was  contrary 'to  the  hopes 
of  oppofition,  as  the  minifter  had  a  majority 
of  ten.^ 
15th.  After  the  lapfc  of  a  week,  Sir  John  Rous 

renewed  the  attack  on  adminiftration,  by  mov- 
ing a  refolution  ^'  That  confidering  the  ex- 
pence,  the  lofs  of  thirteen  colonies,  and  other 
loffes  incurred  by  the  war,  the  houfe  could  no 
longer  repofe  confidence  in  the  prefent  minif- 
ters." Lord  North  was  on  this  occafion  ftre- 
nuoufly  fupported,  not  only  by  his  ufual  de- 
fenders, but  by  feveral  country  gentlemen. 
His  abilities,  integrity,  and  incorruption,  were 
acknowledged  on  all  fides;  and  if  the  Ameri- 
can war  could  be  jwdly  confidered  as  tjie  caufe 
of  all  public  calamities,  neither  the  origin  nor 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  that  war,  it  was  faid,  could  fairly 

c  The  (Htiflon  was  on  a  motion  for  tbcordcrof  the  day—Ayes  226, 
Noes  216. 

be 
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be  attributed  to  him.  Could  parliament  for-  chap. 
get  the  ftamp  aft,  and  the  declaratoir  a6J;,  not  .^J^^ 
lefs  ofFenfive  to  the  Americans?  Had  not  the  »7t»» 
whole  nation  maintained  the  ris;ht  of  fove- 
reign ty  over  America ;  and  all  that  was  great 
in  England  fanftified  the  idea  with  their  fuf- 
flrage  and  authority  ?  Had  not  lord  Chatham 
himfelf  declared,  that  if  America  fliould  manu- 
fafture  a  ftpcking,  or  fo  much  as  forge  a  hob- 
nail, he  would  let  fall  on  her  the  whole  weight 
of  Britifh  power?  Thus  had  the  principle  of 
the  war  been  held  by  Mr  Grenville  in  the 
ftamp  aft, -the  marquis  of  Rockingham  in  the 
declaratory  a6l,  and  by  lord  Chatham  in  his 
fpeech  on  the  latter  fubjeft.  The  great  caufe 
of  ill  fuccefs  was  the  countenance  given  in  that 
houfe  to  American  rebellion :  sreneral  Walh- 
ington's  army  had  been  called  by  oppofition 
our  army;  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  tlie 
caufe  of  liberty ;.  and  they  had  been  encou- 
raged toperfevere,  under  a  confidence  that  they 
had  in  the  Britifli  fenate  a  ftrong  favouring 
party.  Encomiums  had  been  laviflied  on  Dr. 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Laurens ;  fome  members  would 
prefer  a  prifon  graced  with  their  fociety,  to 
freedom  in  company  with  thofe  who  fupported 
the  caufe  of  England.*  If  the  prefent  minif- 
ters  lliould  retire,  could  any  man  venture  to 
furmife  what  new  fyftem  would  be  introduced? 
were  their  probable  fucceffors  fo  thoroughly 
united  among  themfelves  as  to  form  any  fyftem 
of  government  ?  one  was  defirous  of  feptennial, 
another  of  triennial,  a  third  of  annual  parlia- 
ments. One  member  of  the  upper  houfe  re- 
commended  a  diminution  of  influence  without 


'  Alluding  to  an  exprefiloa  of  Burke,  in  the  debate  on  the  treat- 
ment of  Laurens. 


H  H  3  infringing 
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CHAP,  infringing  on  the  dignity,  fpendour,  or  prero^ 
,J^}ij   gative  of  the  crown ;  while  anotjier  of  equal 
178*.     characler  was  fot  abrogating  influence  even  at 
the  expence  of  prerogative.     Lotd  North,  it 
was  obferved,  whether  he  retired  or  was  ex- 
pelled from  office,  would  exhibit  to  the  nation 
the  phenomenon  of  an  ex-minifter  lending  fup- 
port  to  government,  and  not  endeavouring  to 
thwart,  puzzle,  and  perplex  public  meafures. 
•    Sir  James  Marriott  contefted  the  affec- 
tion that  we  had  loft  thirteen  colonies ;  they 
were  not  yet,  but  foon  might  be  loft  by  eager- 
nefs  and  precipitation.     Too  much  forwardnefs 
to  embrace  peace  would  only  further  remove 
it  from  our  grafp.     The  wifdom  of  private  life 
was  applicable  to  public  concerns,  and  furcly  a 
good  bargain  or  advantageous  purchafe  was 
never  expefted  to  refult  from  the  difplay  of  in- 
temperate folicitude.     He  vindicated  the  cha-» 
rafters  of  adminiftration,  repeating,  on  his  owtf 
knowledge,  the  obfervation  of  the  earl  of  Brif' 
tol,  two  days  before  his  death,*  that  if  any 
but  a  profeffional  man  was  fit  to  prefide  at  the 
admiralty,  it  was  lord  Sandwich.     Sir  James> 
it  is  faid,    fubjeded  himfelf   to   confiderable 
ridicule  by  a  technical  proof  of  the  juftice  of 
the  war,  implying  that  if  reprefentation  was 
^  neceffaiy  to  give  the  right  of   taxation,  the 
thirteen    provinces    were   reprefented  by  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Kent,  fince  in  their 
charters,  they  were  declared  to  be  part  and 
parcel  of  the  manor  of  Greenwich. 

Lord  North,  in  a  moft  able  fpeech,  de- 
fended his  own  chara6ter  and  adminiftration. 
He  did  not  objeS  to  the  prefent  motion  lb 

*  It  18  to  be  remembered  that  the  earl  of  Brlftol  was  one  of  rord 
Sandwich's  greateft  opponents.    He  died  in  December  1779. 

much 
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much  as  to  that  of  the  preceding  week;  it  was   chap. 
diverted  of  anger,  its  terms  moderate,  and  its    J^^^ 
intent  clear  and  defined.     He  fmcerely  wiihed      lySa. 
for  peace,  and  for  fuch  an  adminiftvation  as 
could  aft  with  unanimity  aad  efteft;  for  the 
national  good.     He  would  be  no  obftacle  to  a 
coalition  of  parties,  for  the  formatipn  and  ad- 
juftment  of  a  new  cabinet  in  which  he  fhould 
have  no  place. 

This  idea  was  ftrenuoufly  enforced  hy 
Dundas,  and  warmly  reprobated  by  Pitt,  who 
defined  a  coalition  to  be  a  colleftion  and  com* 
binatiou  of  all  the  abilities,  integrity,  and 
judgment  of  feveral  parties,  and  turning  the 
united  exertion  to  the  fervice  and  falvation 
of  the  country.  The  adminiftration  had  been 
one  of  influence  and  intrigue;  he  thanked 
God  it  was  likely  to  terminate,  but  trufted 
the  houfe  would  not  contaminate  their  own 
purpofe  by  fuffering  the  prefent  minifters  to 
manage  the  appointment  of  their  fucceilbrs. 
It  was  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  appoint 
minifters,  neither  did  it  become  the  houfe  to 
fettle  who  were  to  hold  places,  or  acJjuft  and 
inveftigate  the  meafures  to  be  purfued. 

The  motion  was  rejedted  by  a  majority  of 


mne.^ 


Fox  gave  notice  to  his  party,  that  a  new  LordNonh 
propofition  to  the  fame  effeft  would  be  fpeedily  ^^^jj^^^^j 
jpropofed,  and  on  the  appointed  day  an  unu*  minXy? 
lual  number  of  members,  and  a  great  crowd  of  x9tt»Mar. 
•auditors  attended.  Lord  Surrey  prefented  him- 
felf  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  motion,  which 
lord  North,  after  fome  clamour,  was  permitted 
to  anticipate,  by  declaring  "  That  his  Majefty's 
ininiftcrs  were  no  more."     After  further  difcuf- 

f  %iC  to  227. 

H  H  s  fion, 
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CHAP,  fion,  occafioned  by  a  profefllcm  of  doubtin^ 
\3l^}hf  ^^^^  North's  aflertion,  he  obtained  leave  to 
1781.  move  an  adjournment  for  five  days,  vhen  lord 
Surrey,  niight,  if  he  deemed  it  neceffary,  proceed 
with  liis  motion. 
His  fere-  He  then  made  his  valediQory  addrefs  as 
wciJfpccch.  niinifter,  thanking  the  houfe  for  the  kind,  the 
Repeated,  the  eflential  fupport  he  had  fo  long 
received  from  the  commons  of  England,  while 
holding  a  fituation  to  which  he  had  at  all 
times  confeffed  himfelf  unequal.  To  that 
houfe  he  owed  whatever  he  had  been ;  his  con- 
duft  within  thofe  walls  having  recommended 
,  him  to  his  fovereign.  He  thanked  them  for 
their  partiality  on  all,  their  forbearance  on 
many  occalions.  The  mortifications  he  had 
lately  experienced  in  the  houfe  could  not  make 
him  forget  their  general  fupport  through  a  fer- 
vice  of  many  years  continuance;  the  recol- 
leftion  of  which  he  lliould  ever  cherifh  as  the 
principal  honour  of  his  life.  After  dwelling 
fome  time  on  thefe  and  fimilar  topics,  he  faid, 
whatever  might  be  the  extent  of  the  motion 
intended  by  lord  Surrey,  no  evil  could  arife 
from  a  fliort  delay.  He  was  confcious  of  his 
refponfibility  for  the  truft  which  he  had  fo  long 
retained,  and  fhould  neither  endeavour  to  Ihel- 
ter  himfelf,  nor  avoid  inquiry. 

The  exultation  teflified  by  the  opponents 
of  the  late  adminiftration,  called  forth  the 
animadvcrfions  of  Burke,  who  employed  his 
eloquence  in  recommending  a  more  temperate 
conduft,  exhorting  his  aflbciales  to  guard 
againft  their  defires,  their  felf-opinions,  their 
vanity,  their  avarice,  their  lufl  of  power,  and 
ftU  the  worft  paffions  which  disfigure  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  pointing  out  the  vaft  expec- 
tations which  their  own  declarations  had  en- 
S  '  titled 
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titled  the  public  to  form,    and  the   immenfe  chap. 
difficulties    they   had    bound    themfelves  to '  ^3!^'^ 
achieve.  17S3. 

Many  of  the  former  fupporters  of  lord 
North  ihewed,  as  might  be  expefted,  at  lead 
coldnefs  towards  him  in  his  altered  fortune; 
yet  many  were  not  wanting  who  bore  honour- 
able teftimony  to  his  merits,  and  vindicated 
their  pall  conduct  by  honeft  and  unfiifpefted 
profeffions  of  permanent  efteem.  Sir  John 
Huffey  Delaval  paid  a  manly  tribute  of  this 
kind,  and  Mr.  Courtenay,  though  frequently  ' 
interrupted  by  turbulent  clamours,  pronounced 
an  encomium  on  lord  North,  mixed  with  fevere 
farcafms  againft  the  triumphant  party.  He 
had  always  fupported  the  late  minifler,  he  faid, 
from  a  perfualion  of  the  reftitude  of  his  inten- 
tions, and  on  that  point  his  conviftion  had 
never  been  ihaken.  If  from  untoward  circum- 
flances  fome  of  his  meafurcs  had  not  been 
crowned  with  the  expefted  fuccefs,  his  whole 
condu6l  had  difplayed  a  fincere  anxiety  for  the 
profperity  of  the  country.  His  amiable  and  en- 
gaging difpofition  had  procured  him  many 
friends,  his  unrivalled  wit  many  admirers ;  his 
unaffuming  manners  (though  he  had  held  fo 
lofty  a  fituation  twelve  years)  had  prevented 
his  having  any  enemies ;  his  forbearing  temper 
was  feldom  irritated;  and  when  he  was  pro- 
voked, his  manly  warmth  did  honour  to  his 
feelings.  "Thefe  panegyrics,"  he  faid,  "  can- 
not be  cenfured  as  ill-timed  at  this  moment, 

When  intereft  calls  off  all  her  sneaking  train, 
When  all  the  oblig'd  desert,  and  yet  complain/' 

On  this  ogcafion  he  could  freely  pardon  the 
exultation,  triumph,  and  interruption  of  the 
conquering  party,  but  he  could  not  form  a  more 
fanguine  wilh  for  the  happinefs  of  the  country, 

H  H  4  than 
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than  that  in  this  day  of  difficulty,  calamity, . 
and  diflrefs,  an  adminiilration  might  be  formed 
as  able,  difmtcrefted,  and  upright,  but  more 
fortunate  than  that  of  lord  North. 

In  this  aftive  conteft  the  lords  had  yet 
taken  no  fhare :  the  earl  of  Shelbumc  had  obr 
tained  a  fummons  of  the  houfe  on  an  intended 
motion  for  the  removal  of  minifters;  but  bcr 
fore  the  appointed  day  the  cabinet  had  furr 
rendered.  On  his  apology  for  not  prefenting 
the  intended  propoiition,  nothing  remarkable 
occurred  but  a  manjy  fpeech  from  lord  Stor- 
mont,  who,  in  lord  North's  name  as  well  as  his 
owp,  defied  crimination,  and  courted  inquiry. 
He  made  an  ardent  eulogy  on  lord  North, 
whofe  charafter,  he  faid,  nad  conquered  even 
envy :  to  the  mod  fplendid  talents  he  added 
the  moft  ardept  zeal  for  the  public  good,  and 
the  glory  of  his  fovereign ;  the  moft  perfed 
difmtereftednefs,  and  an  integrity  which  even 
flander  had  not  dared  to  tarnifh. 

Such  was  the  clofe  of  the  firft  permanent 
admini  ft  ration  formed  during  the  reign  of 
George  III.  From  the  prime  minifter  the  a6ls 
of  government  took  tneir  charafter,  and  in 
fpeaking  of  him,  his  moft  inveterate  opponents 
never  accufed  his  warmeft  friends  of  exaggera^ 
tion.  Of  his  charader  and  attainments  Avhen 
he  was  raifed  to  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  mention  has  already  been  made, 
and  what  remains  for  hiftoiy  to  record  has  been 
in  a  great  degree  anticipated.  His  eloquence 
was  lefa  diftinguifljed  by  peculiar  fplendour  of 
diftion,  than  by  fuavity,  perfpicuity,  and  ar- 
rangement. The  impreffion  of  his  harangues 
was  aided  by  an  extraordinary  d(?gree  of  can-? 
dour,  and  ingenuous  confidence,  which  were 
knpwtt  to  fep  unalTumed,  an4  convinced  the 

hearers 
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hearers  of  the  purity  of  his  motived,  even  chap, 
though  they  did  not  aflent  to  the  propriety  of  ^^"' 
his  mcafures.  His  temper  was  feldom  ruffled, 
and  though  reiterated  attacks  fometimed  ex- 
torted a  farcaftio  fally,  his  wit,  of  which  he 
poffeffed  an  uncommon  fecundity,  never  left 
ton  the  minds,  even  of  thofe  whom  he  over^ 
whelmed  with  ridicule,  a  fentiment  of  rancour* 
His  honour  was  unblemiih.ed,  his  integrity  un- 
queftionable;  and  "  in  a  long  and  ftormy,  and, 
at  length,  an  unfortunate  adminiftration,  had 
many  political  opponents,  almoft  without  a 
pergonal  enemy.'J*  Thefe  eftimable  qualities 
were  fuppofed  to  be  counterbalanced  by  too 
^eat  a  facility  in  adopting  the  fuggeftions  of 
others ;  and  the  abfence  of  that  firidnefs  or 
feverity  which  is  often  neceflary  to  enforce  and 
infure  exertion,  gave  the  appearance  of  pro- 
crailination,  and  a  want  of  energy  feemed  to 
pervade  the  other  departments  of  adminiilra* 
tion. 


f  Gibbon^s  Decline  smd  Fall  of  the  Koman  Empire,  YoLvii* 
pro.  Prefaee* 
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PHAPTER    THE    F'ORTY-THIRD: 
17  8  1  —  1  7  8  «• 

.  View  of  the  new  mintftry — meafures  they  had 
refohed  to  e^recute  before  they  came  inta 
office. — Affairs  of  Ireland.  —  Meeting  of 
delegates  of  volunteers.-^- Motion  of  Mr. 
Eden  in  ike  Britijh  parliament.  —  King's 
meffage. — declaration  of  rights  voted  by  the 
Irijh  parliament. — Confequent  proceedings 
in  England.  — Efforts  for  limiting  influence. 
^--ContraBors  bill. — Revenue  officers  bill. 
— Refolutions  refpeBing  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion refcinded. — Disfranchifement  of  Crick- 
lade.  —  Bill  compelling  the  holders  of  patent 
offices  to  refde.  —  Exertions  of  duos  and 
public  bodies  for  a  reform  of  parliament. 
— •  Mr.  Pitt's  motion. — Exertions  refpeBing 
ecoTiomy.  —  King's  meffag^.  —  Burke's  bill 
paffes  in  an  altered  fiate. — Arrears  of  the 
civil  liji  difcharged.  —  Efforts  at  pacific 
cation. —  Negotiation  with  Holland  —  its 
failure — offers  to  mediate  renewed — Mr. 
Grenville  Jent  to  Paris  to  open  a  dircB  ne- 
gotiation—  terms  propofed  by  him.  —  Efforts 
of  France  in  the  IVeJi  Indies. — Rodneys 
victory  over  deGraffe — hisrecal — honours 
paid  him. — Slow  progrefs  of  negotiation.^^ 
Death  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham — 
Change  of  miniflry. — Prorogation  of  par- 
liament n  —  King's  Jpeeck. 

CHAP.    ^HE  new  cabinet  was  thus  compofed  :  The 

\^lij  marquis  of  Rockingham  (from  whom  it 

i7«2.      was  called  the  Rockingham  adminift ration) 

firft 
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firft  lord  of  the  treafury ;  lord  John  Cavendiih,  c  H  a  ^ 
chancellor  of  the  exchecjuer ;    admiral  Keppel,   ,^f;|[^ 
now  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  vifcount,  firft  lord      178*, 
of  the  admiralty  ;   the  duke  of  Grafton,  lord  Y'evv  of 
privy  fcal ;  earl  Camden,  prefident  of  the  coun-  miniary. 
cil ;  the  duke  of  Richmond,  mafter  general  of 
the  ordnance,  and  a  knight  of  the  garter;  the 
earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox,  joint  fecreta- 
ries  of  ftate  ;    general  Conway  commander  in 
chief,  and  Mr.  Dunning,  created  lord  Aflibur* 
ton,    chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lr.ncafter* 
The  only  member  of  the  late  adminiftratiou 
who  retained  a  feat  in  the  cabinet,  was  the 
lord  chancellor,  Thurlow. 

Several  other  departments  of  ftate  were 
filled  by  perfons  of  eminent  rank  and  talent ; 
among  the  moft  confpicuous  of  whom  were 
the  duke  of  Portland,  l&rd  lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land ;  Mr.  Burke,  paymafter  general  of  the 
forces,  and  a  privy  counfellor;  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfliend,  fecretary  at  war;  colonel  Barr^, 
treafurer  of  the  navy;  Mr.  Sheridan,  under 
fecretary  of  ftate ;  Sir  William  Howe,  lieu* 
tenant  general  of  the  ordnance ;  his  brothier, 
created  a  vifcount,  was  appointed  to  command 
the  grand  fleet ;  the  honourable  Thomas  Pel- 
ham,  was  furveyor  general  of  the  ordnance; 
the  duke  of  Manchetter,  lord  chamberlain,  and 
the  earl  of  Effingham,  treafurer  of  the  houfe- 
hold.  Mr.  Kenyon  was  attorney,  Mr.  John 
Lee  folicitor  general,  and  Sir  Fletcher  Norton 
foon  afterwards  obtained  a  peerage,  b}^^  the 
title  of  lord  Grantly. 

This  adminiftratiou  comprized  fufficient  in-  Their opU 
tegrity  and  talent  to  juftify  the  ardent  hopes  ^^?^'^  *"^ 
of  the  public ;  but  many  perceived,  that  from 
the  heterogeneous  nature  of  the  materials,  the 
edifice  could  not  be  durable.      The  ftrange 

combina- 
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CHAP,  combination  of  parties,  had  been  defcribed  ift 
■^  '  the  houfe  of  commoas,  bv  an  expreffive  meta- 
phor, a  rope  of  fand  ;*  and  even  in  the  moment 
of  their  triumph  over  lord  North,  their  dif- 
cordances  of  opinion  produced  in  two  inftances, 
fmart  animadverfions  and  explanatory  declara? 
tions,*" 

Fox,  though  not  nominally  the  head,  was 
generally  regarded  as  the  principal  perfon  in 
adminiftration ;  hi§  powerful  talents,  acknowr 
ledged  by  all  parties,  and  his  unrivalled  popu- 
larity, placed  him  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  his 
affociates,  that,  had  his  difpofition  been  infeSed 
with  the  flighteft  taint  of  arrogance,  he  might 
have  maintained,  by  the  force  of  the  public 
opinion,  an  uncontrouled  fovereignty  in  the 
cabinet.  Fox,  however,  fought  no  peculiaF 
diftinftion,  and  his  popularity  reflefted  on  his 
aflociates  a  rich  glow,  which  at  once  animated 
the  hopes,  and  fixed  the  regards  of  the  nation. 
But  although  he  was  fuperior  to  the  little  arts 
of  exclufion,  his  impetyofity  in  enforcing,  and 
inflexibility  in  maintaining  his  opinions,  were 
frequent  fubjeds  of  complaint.  Some  mem- 
bers of  adminiftration  were  perfonally  odious 
to  each  other;  lord  Thurlow,  by  along  pourfe 
of  conteft:  in  both  houfes,  had  attracted  peculiar 
diflike,  and  from  his  manly  unbending  temper, 
the  miniftry  expeded  impediment  rather  than 
fupport.  Perhaps  he  was  only  fuffered  to  re- 
tain his  place  from  the  difficulty  of  adjufting 
the  rival  claims  of  the  jurifprudential  members 
of  the  new  miniftry :  Fox,  fome  time  before  the 
overthrow  of  the  late  cabinet,  acknowledged 
that  his  adherents  detefted  lord  Thurlow's  feur 

«  See  Debates,  6th  March,  lytz. 

^  $ec  Debates,  ^.ih  and  20th  of  Marpb,  i7St. 

timents 
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ttments  oh  the  conftitution ;  but  added,  they  c  H  A  P. 
did   not  mean  to  profcribe  him.*"     Of  lord    xuii. 
Shelbume,  Fox  profeffed  not  to  entertain  a     ,^j», 
better  opinion ;  while  fpeaking  in  terms  of  af* 
feftionate  veneration  of  lord  Rockingham,  he 
defcribed   lord   Shelbume's  chara6ler   as   the 
exa6t  reverie,  and  declared  that  his  repugnance 
to  an  aifociation  in  ofKce  with  him  and  lord 

» 

Thurlow,  was  only  overcome  by  the  fatif-» 
fii^ory  pledge  for  the  integrity  of  admi- 
niftration,  afforded  by  the  afcendency  of  the 
marquis. 

The  particular  meafures  in  which  the  admi*  Meaftittt 
niftration  aereed  before  their  acceffion  to  ^^^^y*'**. 
power,  were  ftated  by  two  of  the  principal 
members  to  be ;  firft,  an  offer  to  America  of 
unconditional  independence,  as  the  baiis  of  a 
negotiation  for  peace ;  fecondly,  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  economy,  by  means  of  Burke's  bill ; 
and  thirdly,  the  annihilation  of  influence  over 
either  branch  of  the  Icgiflature.  * 

Before  either  of  thefe  meafures  could  be  Aflairsof 
brought  forward,  minifters  were  compelled,  by  ^^^^^ 
imperious  circumftances,  to  adopt  and  mature 
a  fourth,  "  that  of  fecuring  the  freedom  of 
Ireland,  in  the  moft  unequivocal  and  decidve 
manner- " •  The  weaknefs  of  the  Britiih  govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  ftrength  of  the  affertors 
of  their  independence  on  the  Britifli  parliament^ 
infpired  the  party  called  patriots  with  ardent 
hopes  of  obtaining  impoitant  conceffions. 
County  and  other  popular  meetings  were  held, 
addreifes  voted,  and  inllruftions  given  to 
members  for  extinguiihing  the  powers  referved 

c  Sth  March. 

*  See  the  fpeech  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  gcoeril  Conway^ 
Debates,  9th  and  loth  of  July  17 Si. 

*  General  Cosway^s  fpcecb  loth  Juiy. 

to 
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CHAP,  to  the  privy  council  under  Poyning's  law;  pro- 
^^l^J'j  curing  a  habeas  corpus  aft,  eftabliHiing  the  in- 
i7%u  dependence  of  the  judges,  abolifliing  fmecure 
places,  inquiring  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  fecuring  the  freedom  of  trade, 
and  revifing  the  aft;  for  equalizing  duties ;  and 
as  the  heft  means  of  obtaining  thefe  ends^  the 
members  were  enjoined  to  withhold  their  con- 
currence from  the  grant  of  fupplies  for  a  lon- 
ger period  than  fix  months.  The  volunteer 
affociations  were  encouraged  in  proportion  as 
they  difplaycd  a  dirpofition  to  co-operate  in 

ll^oa.     thefe  views.     In  debating  the  addrefs  on  the 

X«wiftVbc  ^^^^   lieutenant's   fj)eech    to  parliament,    Mr. 

jriflipar.  Grattau,  a  diftinguilhed  patriot,  adverted  with 
fpleen  to  the  manner  in  which  the  loyal  exer- 
tions of  the  Irifli  were  commended  from  the 
throne ;  while  the  volunteers  Mere  not  exprefsly 
mentioned.  He  wiflied  he  could  reconcile 
royal  ears  to  that  falutarv  and  wholefomenanie. 
When  the  addrefs  was  carried,  thanks  were 
unanimouflv  voted  to  the  volunteers  for  their 

-icihoa.  continuance  and  fpirited  exertions.  A  iimilar 
propofition  was  oftered  in  the  upper  houfe, 
where  lord  Bellamont,  the  only  diffentient,  dif- 
tinguiftied  between  their  fervices  and  their 
cftabliihment:  he  honoured  their  zeaj  and  ad- 
tnired  their  gallantry.  He  would  lead  them 
with  confidence,  accompany  them  with  affec- 
tion ;  with  them  he  M^ould  be  foremdft  in  the 
breach,  laft  on  the  mine ;  but  he  would  not 
perpetuate  a  claim  which  was  without  legal 
foundation :  he  valued  them  as  the  pureft  bul- 
lion, but  would  not  recognize  them  as  fterling, 
until  they  received  the  flamp  of  majeftj\ 

i3tbNoT.  In  purfuance  of  the  popular  inftruftions, 
Mr.  Grattan  offered  a  bill  to  explain,  amend, 
and  limit  the  mutiny  act.     His  motion  was  re- 

jefted, 
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je6ted,  but  renewed  early  in  the  enfuing  month  chap. 
by  lord  Arran,  ^nd  evaded  by  a  motion  of  delay  y^^!^ 
for  fix  months.     Six  peers  joined  in  a  proteft,      1781. 
declaring  the  meafure   equally  beneficial  to  ^^^^«^* 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Os  the  failure  of  this  effort,  the  volunteers  is^hFclj. 
of  the  province  of  Ulfter  affembled  at  Dun-  Me^fngof 
gannon,  affumed  a  deliberative  charafter,  of  thcdcie- 
which  they  affirmed  themfelves  not  to  be  de-  ^^^^L* 
prived  by  aflbciating  in  arms.     Their  refolu* 
tions  affeded  toadjuft  many  important  points 
of  government:  the  claim  of  any  body  of  men, 
other  than  the  king,  lords,  and  commons  of 
Ireland,  to  legiflate  for  that  kingdom;    the 
powers  exercifed  by  the  privy  councils  of  both 
kingdoms,  under  colour  of  the  law  of  Poyn- 
ings;    all  burthens  or  obfi:ru6lions  impeding 
their  trade  with  neutral  countries,  impofed  by 
any  other  power  than  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land ;   a  mutiny  bill  not  limited  in  duration 
from  feffion  to  feffion  ;    and  the   refufal  or    ^ 
delay 'of  the  right  to  fecure  the  independence 
of  judges,   and    impartial  adminiftration   of 
juftice,  were  declared  unconftitutional,  illegal, 
and  grievances.     They  further  announced  their 
unalterable  determination  to  feek  redrefs,  and 
pledged  themfelves  to  each  other,  and  to  their 
country,  not  to  countenance  any  candidate  at    , 
any  enfuing  eledlion,  butthofe  whohadfupport- 
ed  or  would  fupport  their  refolutions.   They  re- 
folved  the  right  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
of  religion,   to  be  equally  facred   in  all ;  and 
therefore  as  Iriflnnen,  Chriftians,  and  Protef- 
tants,  rejoiced  in  the  relaxation  of  the  penal 
laws  againft  the  Roman  Catholics,  conceiving 
the  meafure  to   be  fraught  with  the  happicli 
confequences  to  the  union  and  profperity  of 
Ireland.     They  made  arrangements  for  future 

meetings, 


^  I 
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CHAP,  xiieetitigs,  appointed  a  committee  to  reprefetit 
^^^\  Ihem  in  a  general  .affembly  of  delegates  of 
i78i»     corps  in  Dublin,  and  voted  an  addrefs  to  thie 
minority  of  the  Irifh  parliament,  for  their  noble 
and  fpirited,  though  inefFechial  ciForts  in  de* 
fence  of  the  great  commercial  and   conftitu- 
tional  rights  of  the  country.    "Go  on  ;'*  they^ 
faid,   "  the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple is  with  you;   and  in  a  free  country,  the 
voice  of  the  people  muft  prevail.     We  know 
.  our  duty  to  our  lovereign,  and  are  loyal :  we 
know  ourfelves,  and  are  refolved  to  be  free." 
Ffeb.  ana        DERIVING  new  hopcs  from  thefe  refolutions, 
March,      j^jjd  tj^g  fpirit  they  indicated,  Mr.  Grattan  mov- 
ed an  addrefs  to  the  king,   declaratory  of  the 
rights  of  Ireland  to  an  independent  legiflature, 
notwithftanding  the  power  of  controul  afTumed 
by  the  parliament  or  England ;  but  his  motion 
vas  negatived,  as  was  another  for  a  bill  to  quiet 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  in  Ireland  under  Bri- 
tilh  afts  of  parliament.     As  this  meafure  tended 
alfo  to  affirm  that  Great  Britain  bad  no  right 
to  legiflate  for  Ireland,   Mr.  Yelverton,   as  a 
middle  couifc,  or  temperate  expedient,  procured, 
by  the  concurrence  of  all  parties,  an  aft  for 
making  feveral  laws  pafled  in  Great  Britain, 
and  affecting  Ireland,  acts  of  the  Irifli  parlia- 
ment.   At  this  period  the  ftruggle  for  power 
in  England  terminated  in  the  recal  of  the  earl 
of  Carlifle,  who  had  held  the  viceroyalty  fince 
December  1780. 
•t>i  AwiU      T^^  Eafter  recefs  afforded  minifters  leifure 
Motion  of  for  arranging  the  affairs  of  their  departments, 
^^k^f*^"    and  procurinff  the  re*eleftion  of  fuch  as  were 

in  inc  J>ri-  i  /•ii  i/^'y-xT 

t.ih  pariia*  members  or  the  lower  houle.     On  the  meeting 

'P;f/^-     of  parliament,  colonel  Luttrellintroduced  the 

Uiuul      affairs  of  Ireland,  bv  ftating  the  prevailing dif- 

contents,  and  the  oefire  of  minifters  to  remove 

them, 
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them,  and  requiring  from  Mr.-  Eden,  who  was  a  chap, 
ftiember  of 'the  houfe  o£  cortThions  in  Ireland,    ^^^ 
and  had  filled  the  iituation  of  principal  fecre-     17I2. 
tary  to  lord  Carlifle,  an  explanation  of  the  affairs 
of  that  kinotlom. 

Mr.  Edev  readily  entered  on  the  tafk,  de- 
fcribing  the  conduft  of  government  and  oppo- 
iition  for  tlie  two  laft  years,  and  defcantitig  on 
the  valour,  loyalty,  and  popularity  ot  the  volun- 
teers, Avhofe  defires  and  fentiments  were  the 
defires  and  fentiments  of  all  Ireland.  The  de- 
claration of  rights  fo  unanimoufly  and  ardently 
cherifhed,  could  no  longer  be  oppofed  with 
fuccefs :  the  attempt  would  be  as  vain  as  to 
make  the  river  Thames  flow  up  Highgate-hill. 
He  did  not  believe  the  Irifli  woul^  abufe  the 
advantages  they  might  obtain,  and  they  M'ould 
be  reftrained  from  adopting  meafures  injurious 
to  England,  fincc  the  king,  M-ith  the  advice  of 
a  refponfible  cabinet,  muft  fanftion  all  their 
afts.  Befides  the  declaration  of  riglits,  the 
volunteers,'  or,  in  another  word,  Ireland  had 
called  for  a  habeas  corpus,  and  obtained  it  j  a 
bill  for  making  the  commiffions  of  judges 
quam  diu  bene  je  gtjfhrint^  demanded  by  them, 
was  in  its  progrefs  through  parliament ;  the  re- 
quired alteration  of  the  mutiny  aft  might  eafily 
be  granted,  and  a  modification  of  Poyning's  law, 
which  would  fatisfy  the  people,  could  not  be 
dangerous  to  England.  He  then  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  repealing  fo  much  of 
the  aft  of  the  fixth  of  Georo^e  I.  as  afferted  a 
right  in  the  king  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  make  laws  binding  the  kingdom 
and  people  of  Ireland."  He  did  not  wifli  to  be 
precipitate;  but  the  recefs  of  the  Irifh  parlia- 
ment would  terminate  in  eight  days,  and  Mr. 
Grattan  weuld  then  renew  and  carry  his  motion:  ^ 

VOL.  III.  X  X  for 


46&  HISTORY  OF   E^GLAWD. 

CHAP,  for  a  decluration  of  rights.   It  would  furcly  ihcn 

^^J;^^   be  advifcable  to  anticipate  the  wiflies  of  the 

178*.      people,  to  afford  them  a  pledge  of  the  fiucerity 

of  England,  a  fecurity  for  the  permanency  of 

the  conftitution,  and  of  that  trade  thev  Merc  fo 

anxious  to  preferve. 

TiiR£E  members,  all  natives  of  Ireland,  lofe 
to  fecond  ]\Ir.  Eden's  motion,  but  Fox  declaimed 
uith  indignation  againft  the  indecent  hurry  of 
bringing  it  forwarcl  on  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  new  miniftry  in  parliament,  before  they 
had  time  to  make  arrangements,  or  digeft  niea- 
fures  more  efFedual  and  important  than  a  little 
partial  repeal,  propofed  only  to  acquire  a  fmall 
portion  of  popularity.     Had  the  late  miniltry 
difplaycd  but  a  moderate  fliare  of  that  alertnefs 
M^^hich  now  fo  much  milbecame  the  mover,  Eng- 
land had  not  been  involved  in  her  prefent  diffi-. 
culties.     Moderate  conceffion  granted  to  tem- 
perate  requefts  would  have    prevented  thofe 
haughty  claims  which  would  wrench  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland  from  the  legiflation  of  Great 
Britain  ;  but  the  nation  w^as  now  reduced  to 
abjeft  unconditional  fubmiffion.      He  wiflied 
.  ^       Mr.  Eden  to  withdraw  his  motion  ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  after  a  debate  in  which  many  re- 
flections were  made   on  the  harfh  manner  of 
notifying  lord  Carlifle's  recal,  and  his  removal 
from  the  lord  lieutenancy  of  the  eaft  riding  of 
Yorkfhire,  which  minifters  had  reftored  to  lord 
Carmarthen. 
9th  April.       Th  e  next  day  Mr.  Fox  fubmitted  to  the 
King's       fioufe  a  raeflage  from  the  king,  expreffing  con- 
^  ^^'     cem  at  the  difcpntentjs  and  iealpufies  of  Ire- 
liind,  and  recomnaending  to  the  ferious  conii- 
'^eration  of  the  houfe  the  naeans  of  fa%isfa6tory 
adjuftment.  Ija  moving  the  addrefs  on  this  mef- 
^ge,  Eox  ^^(jlared  the  ref9luti9i^  Qi  minillers 

*  '5"       •       *  :  to 
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to  a6l  efFedually,  and  not  patch  up  a  ten>porat^  ch  a  k. 
ceflation  of  claims,  leaving  to  their  fucceflbrs  v^i^^i^ 
the  dangers  of  an  unfettled  conftitution.     The     «78». 
pretenfions  of  the  Irifli  parliament  and  people, 
comprehended  not  only  commercial  rights  and 

Privileges,  but  legiflativc  powers  and  royalty, 
'he  hafty  llep  prof>ofed  by  Mn  Eden,  would 
be  unwife  and  impolitic.  Time  muft  be  al- 
low^ed  for  deliberation,  and  the  acquifition  of 
perfeft  information,  which  minifters  would 
faithfully  fubmitto  parliament,  hoping  that  the 
happy,  ^eedy,  and  permanent  conclufion  of  fo 
important  an  affair^  would  be  forwarded  by  all 
the  ability,  zeal,  affedion,  and  honefty  of  both 
kingdoms.  The  addrefs  was  voted  without 
oppofition  ;  as  was  a  fimilar  teftimony  of  refpecl  «xth. 
from  the  upper  houfe,  on  the  motion  of  lord 
Shelburne. 

The  fpeeches  of  both  fecretaries  of  ftate  were 
profufe  in  general  acknowledgments  towards  the 
Irifti,  with  a  referve  of  due  confideration  for  the 
dignity  of  Great  Britain.  Their  declarations 
were  involved  in  ftudied  my  ftcry,  but  it  appeared 
from  the  obfervations  of  Fox,  that  the  large 
conceflions  recommended  by  Mr.  £dea  were 
not  intended  to  be  made. 

Any  hefitation  or    varieties  of   fentiment  i^tfcApr. 
which  might  have  been  entertained  in  the  Bri-  ^^* 
tifli  cabinet,  were,  however,  abruptly  terminated  risbts  voted 
by  the  deciliou  of  the  Iriflj  houfe  of  commons,  bythcinih 
where  Grattan,  as  Mr.  Eden  had  predided,  P"**°*^^ 
moved  an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  containing  a 
full  and  explicit  declaration  of  the  rights  of 
Ireland  as  claimed  by  the  people,  and  the  dele- 
gates of  the  volunteers.     His  fpeech  was  un-  crattan't 
commonly  fervid :  he  remembered  Ireland,  he  celebrated 
faid,  when  ftie  was  a  child,  he  had  beheld  her  **^ 
progrefs  from  injuries  to  arins,  from  arms  to 

1 1  a  .    liberty. 
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CHAt,  liberty.    The  Irifh  were  no  longer  afraid  of  the 
^^y-    French,  nor  of  any  nation,  nor  of  any  minifter. 
iiti.     If  nien  turaed  their  eyes  to  the  reft  of  Europe, 
they  found  the  ancient  fpirit  expired,  liberty 
ceded,  ot  empire  loft ;  nations  fiibfifting  on  the 
memory  of  paft  glory,  and  guarded  by  merce- 
nary armies.     But  Ireland,  quitting  fuch  exam- 
ples, bad  becorme  a  model  to  them ;  ll)e  had 
excelled  modem,  and  equalled  ancient  Europe. 
The  meeting  of  military  delegates  at  Dunffan- 
non  was  a  great  event,  an  original  mealnre; 
and  like  all  original  meafiiresy  matter  of  furprife 
till  it  became  matter  of  admiration.     He  com- 
pared it  to  the  Engliih  convention  parliament, 
or  the  affembly  of  barons  at  Runnymead  ;  all 
were  original  tranfa6tions,  not  flowing  from 
precedent,  but  continuing  in  themfclves  prece- 
dent and  principle.      All  great  conftitutional 
queftions  nad  been  loft;  the  public  had  been 
loft,  had  they  depended  only  on  parliament : 
but  they  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
people,  and  by  the  people  Avould  be  preferved. 
rhe  Irilh  volunteere   were  aflbciatcd  for  the 
prefer  vation  of  the  laM's,  but  the  claims  of  the 
Eritifli  parliament  were  fubverlive  of  all  law. 
The  volunteers  had  fupported  the  rights  of  the 
Iriih  parliament  againft  thofe  temporary  truftees 
who  would  have  relinquiflied  them.     But  Eng- 
iand  bad  no  reafon  to  fear  the  Irifh  volunteers : 
they  would  die  for  England  and  her  maJeOic 
race  of  men.     Allied  by  liberty  as  well  as  alle- 
giance, the  two  nations  formed  a  conftitutional 
confederacy ;  the  perj>etual  annexation  of  the 
crpwn  was  one  great  bond,  but  liberty  was  a 
ftill  greater.     It  would  be  eafy  to  find  a  king, 
but  impoifible  for  the  Irifli  to  lind  a  nation 
•  who    could   communicate   to    them    a    great 
charter,  fave  only  England.     T^iis  made  Eng- 
land 
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laad  a  natural  connexion ;  and  every  true  Iriili:-  chaiK 
man  would  exclaim — Liberty  with  England —  ^^1^ 
but — at  all  events — Liberty  !  ^  ,  1782. 

The  motion  was  carriedf  without  a  divifion,.  HUre- 
tliough  not  without  debate ;  and  the  gratitude  ^'^^• 
of  the  nation  was  fliewn  towards  the  popular 
orator,  by  a  parliamentary  grant  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of  purchaling  him 
an  efbite,  and  erecting  a  manlion. 

Instructed  by  thefe  refolves,  and  by  thee  conf^n't 
evident  determination  throughout  the  country  proc^'!*" 
to  fupport  them  to  all  extremities,  minifters  no  ^?».^  fK 
longer  hefitated  reipe6ling.  the  quality  or  mode  ^UX^^ 
of  conceflion-     Fox,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  expatiated  on  the  claims  of  Ireland, 
allo\ying  them  to  be  founded  in  iuftice,  and 
fuch  as  he,  while  out  of  office,   had  always 
maintained.     Ireland  had  clearly  and  plainly 
ilated  her  wants ;  he  fhould  be  as  plain ;  and 
though  perhaps  he  might  have   been  better         '     ' 
pleafed  >vith  a  different  mode  of  afking,  ft  ill  he 
vould  meet  her  on  her  own  terms.     Whatever 
blame  might  be  difcovered  in   the  courfe  of 
the  bufuiefs,  he  imputed  to  the  late  adminiftra*     ' 
tion,  and  concluded  by  moving  "for  an  aft 
rj^peali ng  that  pf  the  fixth  of  George  \,  for  fecur- 
ing  the  dependence  of  Ireland." 

Mh.  Thomas  Pitt  feconded  the  motion, 
and  members  of  .all  parties  concurred  in  ap- 
plauding it ;  lord  Beaucbamp  alone  exprelfed 
a  doubt  that  the  repeal,  leaving  the  queftiou 
of  right  undecided,  would  not  fatisty  the 
IriHi  nation.  The  motion  palled  without  a 
diviiion,  as  did  two  others,  one  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  praying  the  adoption  of  meafures' 
for  rendering:  the  connexion  between  the  two 

^  See  a  report  of  this  fpeech  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  xi?.  p.  fS', 
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CHAP,  kingdoms  folid  and  permanent ;  and  another  dc* 
^^^^    daring  the  interefts  of  both  infeparable. 

1781.         The   proceedings  in  the  upper  houfe  were 
j7tiiMaj.  nearly  fimilar,  and  no   divifion  arofe.     Lord 
Lousjhborough,  however,  pointed   out  feveral 
inconveniences  which  might  poflibly  cnfuefrom 
the  extienfive  conftruttion  of  the  tefolutions, 
and  recommended  fome  delay,  fof  the  fake  of 
preparation,   anil  to  avoid  that  precipitancy 
which  would  feem  to  refult  from  fear. 
iitKind        The  repealing  a6l  pafled both  houfes  in  gene- 
J4.tlijime,  ral  filence.  .  Its  reception  in  Ireland. juftified, 
in  fome  degree,  lord  Beauchamp's  anticipation  j 
for  Mr.  Flood,  by  maintaining  that  the  con- 
ceflion  was  infufficient,  inaftnuch  as  the  princi- 
ple on  which  the  aft  of  George  I.  was  founded 
was  not  renounced,  wrefted  from  G rattan,  who 
aflerted  the  contrary,  a  portion  of  his  popula- 
ajthjune.  Hty.'    The  Iriih  parliament,  however,  fliewecl 
great  fatisfa6iion  at  the  acquifition,  and  voted 
addreffes  of  thanks,  and  a  hundred   thoufand 
pounds  for  a  levy  of  twenty  thoufand  feamea 
for  the  Britifli  navy, 
tth  A  rii       ^^  profecution  of  another  avowed  objeft,  the 
Efforts^fo^  limitation  of  influence,  the  popular  meafures 
limiting      prefentedin  former  feflions  were  revived.     The 
Coim^r.'    l>iii  fo^  excluding  contraftors,  was  in  a  corn- 
ton  bau     mittee; before  the  expulfion  of  the  late  adminif- 
'  tfation ;  it  was  now  amended,  and  recommitted, 
and  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons  with  inconfi^ 
derableoppofition.  In  the  lords,  the  principle  was 
ftreuuoufly,  and  with  great  force  or  argument, 
oppoftd  by  the  lord  chancellor  and  lord  Mans- 
iield,     lu  the  committee,  lord  Afliburton  fuc- 
qefsfully  propofed  an  amendment,  exemptipg 

t  See  reports  of  the  J*atc  oa  tlui  iubjeft*   Rcmcmbrtncer,  voL 
»T.  p»p.  $P7i  }I9* 
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from  tlie  operation  of  the  bill  thoft  who  made  cha!^. 
contrafts  for  the  produce  of  their  own  eftates  ;   ^^^^ 
but  the  houfe  of  commons  difagreed,  and  the     i^si. 
bill  paffed  in  its  original  form.  *4-^|j  V^ 

With  equal  eagernefs,  the  bill  for  preventing  Sth  toac^' 
revenue  officers  from   voting  in  eieftions  of  April, 
members  of  parliament  was  preffed  on  the  houfe.  ^^v^n««  - 
It  was  ftrenuoufly  though  unfuccefsfully  oppofed  bUL^" 
in  the  commons;  but  a  rider  was  added  to  pre- 
vent its  extending  to  thofe  who  held  places  for 
life ;  tliey,  it  was  argued,  could  not  be  under  the 
dominion  of  influence.     On  the  third  reading  3d  June 
in  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Mansfield  made  an  able 
abd  eloquent  fpeech  againft  the  principle  of  the 
bill ;  he  was  anfwercd  by  the  bilhop  of  Peter- 
borough, and  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  who 
declared  his  fitualion  as  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury  would  be  extremely   uneafy  if  the  bill 
wa^  rejected.     In  feventy  boroughs,  he  faid,  the 
eleftion  depended  chiefly  on  revenue   officers. 
Nearly  twelve  thoufand  of  thefe  perfons,  created 
by  the  late  adminiftration,  polfefled  vcftes  in 
other  places  ;  and  he  could  not  without  re morfc 
fubjeft  them  by  his  influence,  to  the  necefiity,  or 
at  lead  th^  imputation  of  voting  againft  the 
diftates  of   gratitude  and  their  confciences. 
This  curious  argument,  which  implied  that  tin- 
lefs  the  voters  were  deprived  of  the  power  of 
doing  wron^,  the  iliinifter  could  not   refrain 
from  compelling  them,  terminated  the  debate, 
and  the  bill  paffed.* 

AvoTHEE  facrificeto  popularity,  in  the  fliape  id  May. 
of  reform,  was  the  expundion  from  the  journals  ^^^^ 
of  the  refolution  of  the  fevcnteenth  of  February  the  Middie- 
1769,   refpeaing  the  Middlefe^t  eleaion;  ihej^cSd? 

>»  34.  to  1 9.    There  were  feveral  divifioDs  in  the  houfe  of  comroont 
in  the  proportion  of  7  or  S  to  t« 

2  14  motioa 
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CHAP,    motion  being  made  and  feconded  by  Wilkes  and 
XLiii.    Byng,  members  for  the  county.     Fox  oppofed 

'  278^  it,  on  the  principle  that  the  houfe  of  commons 
ought,  for  the  advantage  of  the  people,*  to  have 
the  privilege  of  expeUing  thofe  whom  they,  as 
reprcfentatives,  thought  unworthy  of  a  feat,  and 
.  the  privilege  was  too  valuable  to  be  furren* 
dered.  In  fupport  of  this  doctrine,  he  framed 
an  extraordinary  cafe,  "  Suppofe,"  he  faid, 
"  the  bill  for  excluding  contractors  had  been 
rejected  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  come  to  a  refolution  of  their 
own,  that  no  perfon  holding  a  contract  fliould 
have  a  feat;  the  contraftors  now  in  parlia* 
ment  would  be  expelled,  but  might  be  re- 
elefted,  and  then,  if  the  inherent  privilege 
did  not  impede  it,  thofe  very  men  whom  pe 
houfe  had  declared  improper. to  fit,  muft  remain 
amongll  them,"  He  acknowledged  himfelf, 
however,  indifferent  to  the  event  of  the  motion, 
as  the. proceedings  againft  the  magiftrates  of 
Juondon  had  demonftrated,  that  whatever  privi-» 
leges  the  hoiife  might  poffefs,  they  could  not 
be  .^xercifed  in  oppofition  to  the  voice  of  the 
people. 

Dun  DAS,  though  on  the  fame  fide,  warmly 
reprobated  the  unconftitutional  do6lrines  pf 
Fox ;  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  great 
inajority.  *  Elated  with  this  final  triumph,  after 
an  annual  defeat,  Wilkes  publifbed  a  letter  ex- 
prcflTive  of  his  raptw^es^  and  his  refqhition  tq 
' ,  perfevere  in  the  caufe  of  freedoni  and  parlia- 
mentary reform ;  but  few  people  now  partici-« 
.pated  his  raptures  ;  the  queftio^  had  ceafed  tq 
be  interefting,  and  the  popularity  attached  to 
the  name  of^Vilkes'^had  been  repeatedly  tranf- 

*  115  to  47f 
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ferred  to  others,  and  was  in  a  ftate  of  daily  chap 
fluauation,  ^^i^ 

Early  in  the  feffion,  a  bill  was  introduced     tySi. 
for  disfranchifing  the  borough  of  Cricklade  in  ^j^^rf*' 
the  county  of  Wilts.    A  committee  on  thepeti-  chifcmci 
tion  of  an  unfucceisful  candidate,  reported  that  of  Crick. 
great  abufcs  had  been  committed ;  and  Sir  Har-   *  *' 
bord  Harbord  affirmed,  that  out  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  voters,  eighty -three  had  already  been 
convifted  of  bribery,  and  a6lions  for  the  fame 
offence  were  pfending  againft  forty-three  others. 
In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  disfranchifement  13th  Mar« 
was   oppofed    with    confiderable  ability,    bu^ 
with  out  effeft.     It  was  juftified  on  the  fame 
principles  as  that  of  the  electors  of  new  Shore- 
ham.     "  When  that  bill  was  Ihewn  to  the  late 
carl  of  Chatham,"  faid  Mr.  Montagu,  "  he  ex- 
prefl'ed  his  joy  at  finding  the  borough  removed 
from  Bengal  to  its  ancient  fituation  in   the 
county  of  S uffex. "-^If  the  pi  efent  were  rejefted, 
Cricklade  would  certainly  be  removed  from 
Wiltlhire  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

Th  e  progrefs  of  the  bill  through  the  houfe  3d  Mi^t 
of  lords  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  zeal 
and  abilitv  with  which  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
Mansfiekl,  and  lord  Loughborough  oppofed, 
and  lords  Grantly  and  Afliburton  fupported  it. 
The  latter  lords  found  a  powerful  auxiliary,  or 
rather  an  able  leader,  in  the  duke  of  Richmond ; 
but  his  grace  in  the  courfe  of  debate  reproach* 
ed  the  lord  chancellor  with  indifcriminately 
refifting  every  meafure  of  regulation  or  im- 
provement. Lord  Fortefcue,  enlarging  on  the 
fame  topic,  bewailed  the  degraded  dignity  of 
the  houfe,  lowered  and  tarniihed  by  a  profufiou 
of  lawyers.  It  was  no  longer  a  houfe  of  peers, 
but  a  mere  court  of  law,  where  all  the  folid, 
hoaoura^le  principles  of  truth  and  juftice  were 

ihamefuUy 


4*6  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAP*  ftaracfully  facrificed  to  the  low  pettifoa^ging 
XLUL    chicanery  and  quibbles  ufed   in   Weftminfter 
iT*».     Hall.     That  once  venerable,  dignified,  and  au- 
guft  affenibl5%  refembled  a  meeting  of  attomies 
in  n  Cornifh  court,  aclin^  as  barrifters.     The 
learned  lord  on  the  woollack  feemed  ffauglit 
with  nothing  but  contradidions,  and  law  fub- 
tleties,  and  diftindlions,  and  all  that. 
9th  May.        S  u  c  H  remarks  obtain  ed  no  anf  wer,  and  d  id  not 
prevent  the  exertions  of  oppofition ;  evidence 
was  called  and  counfel  heard  againil  the  bill ; 
when  the  duke  of  Richmond  again  gave  vent 
to  his  indignation  agaiiift  what  he  termed  the 
profeffional  phalanx.  Attacked  by  lawyers  above 
the  bar,  and  interrupted  by  lawyers  below,  he 
confidered  himfelf  unequal  to  the  conteft,  and 
therefore  obtained  the  aid  of  counfel  in  fupport 
of  the  bill,  which  finally  pafltd,  great  majori* 
^         ties  in  its  favour  appearing  on  eveiy  divifion.  ^ 
BiUcom-        A  MORE  important  and*  beneficial  law  was 
S^ldcrVor  ^^^^roduced  under  the  influence  of  lord  SheU 
offices  to     burne,  for  compelling  future  holders  of  patent 
tW*-       places  in  the  colonies  or  plantations,  to  refide 

and  a6);  in  their  offices. 

Ewrtions       HiTHERTO  all  the  rcforms  fupported  by  ad* 

alli^pubhc  niiniftration,  had  been  faniiioned  by  the  con» 

bodies  for  currence  of   parliament.      One  remained   on 

o/p^iu-    ^^^^^  ^^  public  felt  confiderably  interefted, 

ment. ,  '  .fiom  the  great  pains  which  had  been  employed 

to  procure,  in  all  popular  aifemblies,  votes  and 

fcfolutions  in  its  favour,  and  to  exhibit  it  to  the 

people  as  a  meafure  on  which  their  freedom  and 

profperity  depended :  this  was  a  reform  in  the 

reprefentative  fyftem  of  thehoufe  of  commons. 

Marrhand      MEASURES  for  enforcing  this  reform  were 

Ap.  1^781.  fyfteraatically  adopted  in  the  preceding  year,  by 

^  On  tbecomxmtminti  1 3th  May,  the  4tvifiov)  watf  47  to  a»« 

the 
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the  delegates  of  the  afibciated  or  petitioningbo-p   c  H  A  ?♦ 
dies,  comprizing  pretended  reprefentatives  of  the   J^f^J[Jh 
counties  of  York,  Surrey,  Hertford,  Huntingdon,      lyg^. 
Middlefex,  Efleif:,  Kent,  Devon,  and  Notting^ 
ham,  and  the  city  of  Weftminfter.    They  re- 
folved,  that  the  public  evils  were  produced  by 
the  grofs  inadequacy  in  parliamentary  repre-^ 
fentation,  which  the  addition  of  ahundred  coun- 
ty members  in  due  proportions  would  tend  to 
correft.     The  feptennial  aft  wjas  declared  a  vio^ 
lation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  impair-^ 
ed  the  conftitutional  connexion  between  thera 
und  their  reprefentatives,  and  expofed  parlia- 
ment to  great  unconftitutional  influence ;  and 
its-repeal  would  form  a  ftrong  barrier  againft  ^ 
the  inroads  of  parliamentary  corruption,  and 
the  alarminsf  influence  of  the  crown.     Thefe 
refolves  were  enforced  by  addrefles  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Great  Britain,  urging  the  ucceflity  of 
refoim,   by  ftatemenls  deduced  from  hiftory, 
and  arguments  founded  in  right  and  policy.  * 
The  livery  of  London  in  a  common-hall  refolvcd,    3«fl  !«•• 
that  the  inequality  of  reprefentation,  and  the     ''**• 
corrupt  ftate  of  parliament,  had  produced  the 
war,  tne  difmemberraent  of  the  empire,  and  all 
other  grievances,     The  only  adequate  remedy 
would  be  found  in  re-eftabliflung  the  conftitu- 
tional ihare  of  the  people  in  government,  and  in 
a  frequent  eleftion  of  reprefentatives,  according 
to  ancient  ufage.     They  alfo  eftabliihed  a  cor- 
refponding  committee,     Againft  this  meeting, 
however,  a  proteft  v^as  figned  by  five  of  the 
common-coitncil. 

The  caufe,  thus  efnoufed  by  thefe  commit-  rti^Mif, 
tees  and  public  bodies,  was  introduced  to  ^^"'* 
parliament  by  the  brilliant  talents  of  Mr,  Pitt 

^  Sier  Rfmemkranccfj  Yol,  xlli.  f.  s^i* 

In 
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CHAP.  In*^  fpeech  of  great  ability,  he  defcribed  tha 
xuil.  evils  which  had  arifeii,  and  might  arife  from 
TtS*.  the  unequal  reprefentation.  Some  boroughs 
weie  under  the  command  and  others  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  treafuiy.  The  influence  of 
the  treafury  was  contefted  in  others,  not  by 
the  electors,  but  by  fome  powerful  individual 
aiVuming  hereditary  right.  Some  boroughs  had 
no  attual  exiftencc  in  property,  population, 
trade,  or  weisfht  but  onlv  in  the  return  of 
members ;  and  others,  in  the  lofty  poffeffion  of 
Englifli  freedom,  claimed  no  right  but  that  of 
bringing  their  votes  to  market :  they  had  no 
other  market,  no  other  property,  no  other  flake 
in  tht^  country  than  the  price  of  their  votes. 
Such  boroughs  were  the  moll  dangerous  of  all 
'J'hcy  never  confultcd  the  interefts  of  the  pub- 
lic, but  offered  their  reprefentation  to  the  heft 
puvchafer :  they  were  properly  wdthin  the  ju^ 
jifdiftion  of  the  Carnatic;  and  it  was  a  well 
known  faft,  tl>at  the  nabob  of  Arcot  had  feven 
or  eight  members  in  that  houle.  Foreign  in- 
fluence had  ever  been  confidered  dangerous  to 
a  nation,  and  if  the  nabobs  of  India  could 
acquire  fuch  an  influence,  why  might  not  a 
foreign  power,  at  enmity  with  Great  firitain, 
acquire  a  fnnilar  iliare  by  the  fame  means  in. 
the  councils  of  the  nation.  Some  perfons  had 
fuggefl;ed,  that  the  bell  means  of  effetting  a 
©earcv  relation  between  the  reprefcntatives  and 
the  people,  Mould  be  to  deprive  the  rotten  and 
coiTupt  boroughs  of  a  part  of  their  membei"s, 
and  acid  them  to  thofe  places  which  had  a 
greater  ftake  and  interell  in  the  country.  Ano- 
ther mode  recommended,  was  fliortening  the 
duration  of  parliaments.  But  all  confideration 
of  thele  he  iliould  for  the  prefent  entirely  omit, 
referring  the  taik  of  feleftion  to  a  qommittee 

freely 


GEORGE    III.  4£lS 

freely  cliofen.  The  matter  of  complaint  was  ch  a  p. 
clear;  his  own  judgment  'was  (trengthened  by  ^^i}^ 
the  advice  of  fome  of  the  firft  charafters  in  the  «78»- 
kingdom,  and  of  fome  on  whom  the  grave  had 
clofed.  Of  one  of  thefe,  in  particular,  every 
member  in  the  honfe  could  fptak  with  more 
freedom  than  himfelf.  That  perfon  was  not 
apt  to  indulge  vague  and  cliimerical  fpecula- 
tions  inconfiftcnt  with  practice  and  expediency; 
and  the  opinion  of  that  perfon  was,  that  unlefs 
firft  principles  were,  in  this  refpecl  recurred 
tt>,  and  a  more  folid  and  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people  eftablilhed,  by  which  the  proper 
conftitutional  connection  might  be  revived, 
this  nation,  with  the  greateft  aptitudes  for  liap- 
piuefs  and  grandeur  of  any  other  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  muft  be  confounded  with  the 
mafs  of  thofe  whofe  liberties  were  loft  in  the 
corruption  of  the  people.  He  moved,  and  was 
feconded  by  alderman  Sawbridge,  "  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  ftate  of  reprefentation  in  parliament,  and 
to  report  to  the  houfe  their  obfervations 
thereon."          • 

The  firft  opponent  of  the  motion  was  Mr. 
Thomas  Pitt,  who  anticipated  and  deprecated 
the  conftruftions  to  which  hijfentiments  would 
be  liable  from  thofe  who  confideredhimmerelr 
as  proprietor  and  reprefentative  of  Old  Sarum. 
He  objeded  to  the  time  of  introducing  the 
fubjeft,  when  government  was  already  over- 
loaded with  projefts  of  reform.  Mere  theorift^ 
attempted  to  eftablifli  the  wild  fyftem,  that 
nations  could  only  be  free  where  no  individual 
was  bound  but  by  laws  to  which  he  had  con- 
fen  ted,  either  in  perfon  or  by  a  reprefentative 
whom  he  had  actually  nominatea.  Hiftory 
fufficiently  proved  that  fuch  a  principle  nevef* 

applied 
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ctiAp.  Applied  to  the  Britifli  conftitution.  Nothing 
xuii.'  like  equality  of  reprefentation  could  be  found* 
^J^  Rutland,  as  a  county,  returned  a.s  mauy  repre-* 
feutatives  as  Devonlhire  or  Yorkfliire.  At  firft 
counties  alone  wei-e  reprefented,  afterwards 
great  cities,  towns,  and  places  of  note,  and 
e\'en  inconfiderable  villages.  The  rule  of  theii* 
addition  could  not  be  defined,  but  moft  af- 
furedly  it  was  not  that  of  equal  reprefentation, 
or  uniform  importance ;  nor  was  it  fit,  at  this 
period,  to  try  chartered  privileges  by  a  new 
rule  which  never  did  apply  to  them.  However 
plaufible  and  popular  the  idea  of  equal  reprefen- 
tation, it  was  of  all  other  the  moft  extravagant, 
imprafticable,  vifionary,  and  abfurd.  If  fuch 
a  principle  was  eflential  tp  a  free  government^ 
there  never  had  been  nor  ever  could  be  a  free 
government. 

The  real  origin  and  purpofe  of  the  par* 
liament,  was  to  balance  the  pow^er  of  the 
ctown.  The  members  of  the  lower  houfc, 
however  varioufly  ele6ted,  ftood,  individually 
and  colle6liveIy,  as  reprefentatives  of  all  the 
fubjeds  of  Great  Britam.  If  they  efFefted  the 
great  purpofe  of  defending  the  people  at  large 
againtt  the  encroaching  power  and  increafing 
influence  of  the  crown ;  if,  as  faithful  guar- 
dians, they  held  the  public  purfe ;  if  they  pre- 
ferved  the  laws  of  the  country  from  violation, 
they  anfwered  every  end  of  their  inftitution, 
whatever  irregularities  a  fpeculift  might  fancy 
he  difcovered  in  their  appointment;  for  that 
country  truly  enjoys  the  benefit  of  civil  liberty, 
where  the  laws  hold  an  equal  courfe  to  all,  not 
where  all  are  equally  reprefented. 

"  Is  all  influence  on  this  houfe'*  he  pro- 
ceeded, •*  equally  dangerous,  equally  alarming, 
equally  fabverUve  of  the  great  principle  I  have 

enaeavomed 
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endeavoured  to  eftablifh  ?  What  was  the  CQn-  chap. 
teft  with  the  crown  before  the  eftablilhment*  of  ,ff;^ 
the  lower  houfe?  a  couteft  not  for  liberty,  but  i^gi, 
for  power,  between  the  king,  the  barons,  and 
the  clerffv.  What  has  been  the  chansfe  that 
fince  its  origin  has  thrown  weight  into  the 
balance  of  this  houfe  ?  The  ariftocratical  weight 
of  property,  which  increafing  in  this  houfe, 
has  enabled  it  to  refift  the  augmenting  influ- 
ence of  the  crown.  The  houfe  of  lords  can  no 
longer  be  relied  on  as  a  counterpoife ;  the 
barons  are  no  lonj^er  the  barrier  a2:ainft  the 
encroachments  of  the  crown.  Let  us  take  care, 
that  by  an  innovation  purely  democratical, 
and  which  iliall  remove  from  us  tliat  influence 
to  which  we  owe  fo  much  of  our  importance, 
we  do  not  reduce  ourlelves  again  to  that  ftat^ 
when  the  greateft  influence  of  all  may  crufh  us 
under  feet." 

The  motion,  he  obfcrved,  would  place  par- 
liament in  a  cruel  dilemma ;  If  negatived,  the 
prejudices  of  the  times  would  reprefent  the 
houfe  as  partial,  prejudiced,  and  corrupt;  (hut- 
ting their  ears  againft  evils  fatal  to  public 
liberty,  left  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  confeft 
the  neceflity  of  a  remedy.  If  the  propoiition 
were  adopted,  they  muft  launch  into  a  fea  with- 
out a  fhore;  a  general  inquiry  without  any 
defined  or  fpecified  objeft ;  an  inquifition  into 
tlie  ftate  of  every  borough,  which  would  alarm 
the  feelings  of  every  one  interefted  in  fo  exten- 
five  a  confideration,  while  it  held  out  to  the 
public,  expeftations  which  the  houfe  never  meant 
to  fatisfy,  nor  ought  to  fatisfy,  nor  could  fa* 
tisfy  were  it  ever  fo  expedient.  The  queftion 
was  not  whether  any  fpecific  alteration  fliould 
be  adopted;  but  whether  parliament  fhould 
open  a  general  fliop  to  receive  all  the  projefts 
'  .  of 
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CHAP,  of  the  wildeft  of  proje6}ors;  to  let  loofe  the 
^'iilr  imaginations  of  the  public  on  the  moft  deli- 
i7«i*  cate,  and  yet  moft  important  of  confiderations. 
Bounds  could  never  be  fct  to  the  hiquiry  ;  the 
torrent  could  never  be  reftrained ;  the  principle 
muft  be  carried  to  its  utmoft  extent,  or  aban- 
doned ;  reprefentation,  if  an  inherent  or  natural, 
was  an  univerfal  right;  there  was  no  medium. 
To  countenance  fo  scneral,  fo  undefined  a 
mcafurc,  as  that  on  the  table,  would  be  an  aft 
of  madnefs  and  infatuation,  tending  only  to 
tumult  and  diforder,  and  everv'  confufion  that 
expe6>alion,  followed  by  difappointment,  could 
opevate  on  the  paflions  of  the  multitude. 

During  along  debate,  many  contpicuous 
parliamentary  charafters  delivered  their  fenti- 
ments:  Sir  George  Savile,  Courtcnay,  Fox, 
and  Sheridan,  fupported  the  meafure.  It* 
chief  opponents  w^erethe  honourable  Mr.  Yorke, 
llolU%  ArDonald,  Rigby;  and  Dundas,  who 
particularly  diftinguiilied  himfelf  by  a  fpeech, 
replete  with  found  fenfe  and  accurate  intorma- 
*«Ffi«L  tion,  and.,  fparkling  with  genuine  wit.  The 
queftion  was  rejeded  by  adopting  the  order  of 
the  day.  "^ 

The  comluft  of  miniftry  was  reprefented  to 
the  public  as  infidious  and  treacherous ;  they 
were  accufed  of  giving  a  negative,  damning 
fupport  to  the  propofition,  while  by  indireft 
means  they  concurred  in  its  failure.  Againft 
tliis  charge,  which  threatened  fatal  confe- 
quences  to  their  popularity.  Fox,  at  a  fubfe- 
qucnt  period,  took  great  pains  to  juftify  him- 
felf. lie  profelled  warm  unalterable  attach- 
ment to  reform,  but  fome  of  his  colleagues, 
particularly  13urke,  and  Thomas  Townfliend, 

^  x6{  to  14.1* 

he 
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he  faid,  viewed  the  propofition  with  difguft  chap, 
and  antipathy.     Such  men  he  could  not  in-  ^)JJ; 
fluence  to  fpeak  or  vote  agatnft  their  opinions,     )78t. 
but  what  he  could  he  did  ;  he  pcrfuaded  them 
not  to  attend  the  difcuflSon.  • 

Sawbbidgb  renewed  hift  annual  attempt  to  17th  May, 
ihorten  the  duration  of  parliament;  but  his  ^dl^'s 
motion,  though  eloquently  fufiained  by  Mr.  annual 
Pitt,  was  reje6ied  by  a  laige  majority. •    Lord  «»*«>'*• 
Mahon  alfo  introduced  a  bill  for  preventing  JJ^'j^^^ 
bribery  and.  expences  at  ele6lions,   the  regu-  ho^'$biU* 
ktions  of  which  were  fo  ftri^  as  even  to  pre- 
vent the  candidate  frbfn  allowing  a  carriage  to 
a  tton-refident  voter.    Mr.  Pitt  fupportedf  the 
bill,  but  it  was  oj^ofed^by  Fox,  and  the  fe- 
vereft  of  its  claufes  being  rejected,  it  was  with-  »ift  June, 
drawn. 

The  minifterial  undertaking  of  economical  15*  Apr# 
reform   wa^  introduced  to  parliament,   by  a  ®^*?"* 
meifage  from  the  king  to  each  houfe,  recom-  «onomyf 
mending  the  confideration  of  an  effeftualplan  King's 
of  economy,  through  all  branches  of  tlie  pub-  nicaaje. 
lie  expenditure.     lie  had  taken  into  confide- 
ration  a  form  and  regulation  in  his  civil  lift 
eftabliflnnent,   which  he  Would  fpeedily  fub- 
mit  to  parliament  for  their  advice  and  affift- 
ance.     **  His  majefty,"  the  meffage  proceeded, 
"  has  no  referves  with  his  people,  on  whofe 
affe6tions  he  refts  with  a  fare  reliance,  as  the 
beft  fupport  of  the  true  honour  and  dignity  of 
his  crown  and  government ;  and  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  his  beft  refource  on  every  emer* 
gency,  fo  he  regards  them  as  the  moft  folid 
and  ftable  fecurity  for  an  honourable  provifion 
for  his  perfon  and  family." 

n  Sec  Fox's  rpeech  at  the  anniverfirj  dinner,  (loth  O^ober  i7l».) 
Jlemembranceo  Vol.  xiv.  p.  293. 

•  149  to  61. 
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An  addrefs  of  thanks  was  voted  with  uBani- 
mous  affent;  Burke,  in  moving  it,  congratu* 
lated  the  houfe,  and  the  kingdom,  on  the  happy 
era  when  his  majefty,  freed  from  that  fecret  and 
injurious  council,  Avhich  flood  between  him 
and  his  people,  now  fpoke  to  them  in  the  pure 
and  rich  benevolence  of  bis  own  heart.  The 
meflage  was  the  genuine  effufion  of  paternal 
care  and  tendemefs ;  it  was  what  good  fubje3s 
merited  from  a  good  king,  and  every  man 
would  rejoice  in  and  blefe  the  day,  when,  re- 
ftored  to  the  dignified  independence  of  his 
elevated  fituatton,  the  fovereign  was  able  to 
participate  in  their  fufferings,  to  praife  and 
reward  their  fortitude.  It  was  tne  beft  of 
meliages,  to  the  beft  of  people,  from  the  beft  of 
kings. 

Mr.  PowVs  in  the  name  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  declared  his  warm  exultation  in  the 
meflage,  and  in  language  formed  on  Burke's 
model,  extolled  it  aA  a  noble  and  gracious  in- 
fiance  of  royal  benevolence,  which  would  re^ 
concile  the  people  to  their  burthens. 

Fox  too  fpoke  the  language  of  panegyric 
and  confidence.  "  His  majefty,"  he  laid, 
•^  came  with  almoft  unparallelled  grace  to  his 
parliament,  and  defired  to  participate  in  the 
exertions  and  fuff'erings  of  his  people,  by  the 
leduftion  of  his  own  peculiar  eftabliihments, 
choofing  and  wifliing  to  find  his  fupport  in  the 
hearts  of  liis  fubjefits." 

But  however  confident  might  be  the  anti* 
cipation  of  minifters,  the  bill  for  retrenching 

tcwdftate.  the  expeiiccs  of  the  houieliold  no  longer  ap- 
peared before  the  public  with  all  the  captivat- 
ing allurements  which  had  been  lent  to  it, 
while  defigned  by  oppoiition  for  the  embar- 

6th  May.    rallinent  of  government.     In  the  committee, 
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Burke  propofed  a  favitig  of  feventy-two  thou-  chap. 
land  three  hundred  and  fixty-eight  pounds  per  ^^J?\. 
annum ;  hut  he  introduced  his  bill  tardily  and  1780* 
filently  to  the  houfe.  On  the  fecond  readings  *lih^*** 
he  was  goaded  into  a  fpeech,  for  the  purpofe 
of  defending  his  meafure  againft  the  imputar 
tions  it  incurred  by  varying  eiTentially  from 
the  original  proportion,  when  the  public  were 
taught  to  exped  a  golden  harvefl  from  eco<^ 
noniy,  and  a  luxuriant  vegetation  of  liberty, 
from  the  prunings  of  influence.  He  had 
omitted  a  regulation  for  fupplying  the  royal 
houfehold  by  contrad,  he  laid,  becaufe  the 
meafure  was  generally  unpopular.  The  regu* 
lations  relative  to  Wales  were  abandoned,  be- 
caufe they  did  not  appear  to  pleafe  the  people, 
who  were  taught  by  a  fadion  to  regard  them 
with  horror.  The  retrenchment  in  the  ord* 
nance  office  he  had  poflponed,  if  not  totally 
renounced,  becaule  that  department  was  filled 
by  a  nobleman,  whofe  patriotifm  and  frugality 
would  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  reilraint  The 
mint  was  not  yet  regulated,  becaufe  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  were  unwilling  to  aflfume 
the  execution  of  its  duties.  The  offices  of 
treafurer  and  cofferer  of  the  houfehold  were 
fuffered  to  remain,  becaufe  their  poiTeflbrs  car-^ 
ried  white  wands,  and  tlieir  abolition  would 
appear  an  encroachment  on  the  iplendour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown.  The  duchies  of  Lan* 
calier  and  Cornwall,  it  appeared  by  a  fubfe* 
quent  explanation,  were  left  unreformed,  be- 
caufe the  clamours  which  had  been  raifed  about 
Wales  might  extend  to  them  alfo.  Thefe  rea- 
fons  appeared  fo  trifling,  that  even  colonel 
Barr6  and    Mr.  Powys  expreffed  tbemfelves  * 

pot  intiicly  fatisfied^  and  the  bill  palled  dully 
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through   the    houfe,    barely   uuoppofed,  but 
wholly  uncelebrated. 

The  retention  of  appointments  which  had 
been  formerly  defcanted  on  in  glowing  terms, 
as  extremely  onerous  and  injurious  to  the  pub- 
licy  for  no  other  reafon  than  that  they  were 
held  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  lord  Afli- 
biirton,  formed  a  fligma  on  the  favourite  mea- 
fure,  which  was  not  removed  by  Burke's  dif- 
intereftedncfs  in  bringing  forwsLvd  a  bill  re- 
gulating his  own  office,  the  intent  of  which 
was,  to.  prevent  enormous  balances  from  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  thepaymafter  of  the 
forces. 

The  royal  meifage  refpefting  economy  was 
foecdily  followed  by  another,  requefiing  a 
(iifcharge  of  arrears  of  civil  lift,  amtount- 
ing  to  nearly  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix 
tboafand  pounds;  the  houfe  voted  the  requifite 
ium^and  tlic  fiivings  intended  to  be  made  by  the 
reform  bill  were  mortgaged  for  payment  of  the 
intereft. .  This  mode  of  blending  the  two  tranfac- 
tions  was  vehemently  decried  in  the  upper 
houfe,  as  an.  infringement  of  their  ftanding 
order  made  in  1 70£,  that  no  bill  of  regulation 
ihould  be  allowed  to  pafs  with  the  appendage 
of  a  claufe  for  granting  money.  The  lord 
X:hancellor  and  lord  Loughboix)ugh  fupportcd 
this  do6lrine  with  great  ability,  but  the  houfe 
decided  in  contradidion  to  tlieir  judgment 

Some  further  economical  regulations  were 
promifed,  but  none  eflfefted  during  the  feffion. 
The  attorney  general,  Mr.  Kenyon,  diftin- 
guifhed  liinii^lf  by  a  motion  for  colle^ing  into 
the  exchequer,  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
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feveral  paymafters.  His  original  propofitions  chap. 
extended  to  charge  the  holders  of  thole  balan-  xLiii. 
ces  with  intereft  for  the  funis  in  hand ;  but  Fox,  \^t^ 
with  equal  ability  and  judgment,  obferved  that 
by  fo  doing,  government  would  place  its  officers 
in  the  fame  iituation  with  the  guardians  of  a 
minor,  "  In  the  one  cafe,"  he  faid,  ^'  there  is  an 
obligation  to  make  the  money  fuperlucrate ; 
in  the  other  none.  To  claim  intereft  from  an 
accountant  would  juftify  him  in  placing  the 
money  out  at  intereft,  and  confequently  render 
the  public  liable  for«.lofles."  A  motion  was 
made  for  bringing  in  a  bill  to  cany  into  effeft 
fome  of  the  refolutions  moved  by  Mn  Kenyon, 
which  was,  however,  after  a  debate  of  Ibme 
warmth,  rejected,  and  the  new  miniftry  left  in 
a  minority. '  Some  other  unimportant  eflays 
were  made  on  the  pcnfion  lift,  and  fome  inef- 
fe^ual  attempts  to  render  an  objeft  of  cenfure 
a  penfion  of  a  thoufand  pounds  conferred  on 
lord  Loughborough. 

While  the  miniftry  were  thus  engaged  in  Efforts  at 
fulfilling  the  expectations  they  had  raifed  re-  Sopf^*" 
fpefting  domeftic  regulation,  tliey  pui  fued  with 
equal  ardour  the  great  obje6t  which  made  the 
nation  folicitous  for  their  attainment  of  power, 
the  refioration  of  peace. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  March, 
with  Holland,   the  emprefs  of  liuftia  offered,      i78i- 
through  the  medium  of  M.  de  Simolin,  her  ^^^'S. 
cmbaliador,    to  negotiate    a  renewal   of  the  tionwith 
ancient   intercourfe    between  the  two  coun-  ^^^l*"^ 
tries ;  and  prince  Gallitzin  prefented  to  the 
ftates  general  a  memorial  to  the  fame  effe&. 
The   ftates  of    Holland  and    Weft  Friefland 
aione  declared  their  acceptance  of  the  offer ; 

^   U7  to  ii6, 
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CHAP.  ^>it  the  Britifh  court,  candidly  explaining  the 
XLlii.  caufes  which  led  to  the  rupture,  particularly 
^"^^uf  *^^  afcendency  of  the  French  party  in  the 
Dutch  councils,  obferved,  that  during  the  war 
with  France,  and  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of 
the  republic,  all  reconciliation  mull  be  merely 
fuperficial,  as  the  Dutch  would  continue  fecret 
auxiliaries  of  France,  under  the  mafic  of  a 
pretended  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  But 
ihould  any  indications  appear  of  a  change  in 
this  difpofition,  his  majefty  would  readily  treat 
for  a  feparate  peace,  under  the  fole  mediation 
of  the  emprefs,  who  had  been  the  firft  to  offer 
her  good  offices. ' 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  the  negotia- 
tion was  renewed ;  the  Knglilh  party  in  Hol- 
land gained  more  authority,  and  hopes  were 
entertained  of  triumphing  over  the  French  fac- 
tion, who  flrove  to  impede  the  treaty,  without 
openly  contravening  the  emprefs.  Their  firfl 
\  meafure  was  to  procure  from  Sweden  an  offer 

to  co-operate  in  the  mediation,  which  the  Bri- 
iMSepti  tifh  cabinet  refufed,  alleging  their  former  pro* 
mife  to  the  emprefs.*  Although  the  flates 
general  fhewed  more  favourable  difpofitions 
than  formerly  towards  Great  Britain,  it  was 
obvious,  that  if  France  obtained  nxany  of  their 
foreign  fettlements  by  compad  or  recapture, 
and  an  apparent  naval  fuperiority,  no  feparate 
treaty  with  England  could  take  place.  The 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  already  under  the  pro- 
tefticn  of  France  ;  and  foon  afterwards  de 
Bouill6  reconquered  their  mofl  important  Weft 
India  fettlements.  The  efcape  of  M.  de  Gui- 
chen  from  Kempenfelt,  and  the  great  projeds 

»  See  Annual  R^ifter-iySi*    Article,  State  Papers. 

•  Ibid, 

meditated 


GEORGE    III.  503 

meditated  by  France  and  Spain  in  the  tranf-  chap. 
atlantic  world,  together  witn  the  hopelefs  date    xliii, 
of  the  Britifli  arms  in  Europe,  the  capture  of  ^"TtsT!^ 
Minorca,  and  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  gave  a 
decifive   turn   to   the  politics  of  the  Hague. 
Their  anfwer  to  the  offer  of  the  emprefs  pre-  March. 
eluded  the  hope  of  peace;  and  an  article  in  the 
new  compafts  between  Holland  and  France 
prevented  either  from  making  a feparate  treaty. 

This  intelhgence  had  not  reached  England 
when  the  great  change  was  made  in  the  cabi- 
net. The  Rockingham  adminiftration  had  ex-  *o^ 
preffed  in  parliament,  with  the  utmoft  confi- 
dence, the  intention  of  effecting  a  feparate 
reconciliation.  Their  endeavours  were  ftimu- 
lated  by  a  letter  from  prince  Gaiitzin  and  M, 
de  Marcow,  the  Ruffian  minifters  at  the  Hague, 
apprifing  tliem  of  the  prevailing  fyftem  of  the 
ftates  gjeneral,  and  urging  difpatch  in  impeding 
the  formation  of  perpetual  alliance  between  the 
counts  of  Verfailles  and  the  Hague. 

Mr.  Fox  aflured  M.  deSimolin  of  the  king's  *9tJ».  * 
cam€ftdeliretorenewthefriendihip,fo  unhappily  ^*'^^'"*- 
interrupted,  on  the  ancient  footing  of  the  treaty 
of  1674,  and  to  arive  immediate  orders  for  an 
armiftice,and  requefted  the  mediation  and  good 
oflSces  of  the  emprefs.  The  Britifli  cabinet 
entertained  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,  and  di- 
Tcfted  foreign  minifters  to  lofe  no  opportunity 
of  cultivating  a  good  underftanding  with  thofc 
of  Holland ;  but  the  republic  pei-fifted  in  the 
t)riginal  defign  of  fortifying  tlie  connexion 
with  France,  and  rejefted  the  propofed  inter* 
ference. 

As  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  new  miniftry  ApnL 
were  well   known,   the  imperial   embaflador,  ^"^^ 
count  Belgioiofo,  again  prpffered  the  good  of-  pcror  to 
ficee  of  his  couit,  in  a  miffive,  ftyled  in  the  mediate. 

ic  K  4  diplomatic 
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CHAP*  diplomatic  language,  une  infinuation  wrh^tt^ 

J^iii*  to  which  the  fecretary  of  ftate  returned  a  cor* 

i78>-  dial  and  complying  answer.    The  kiog,  he  faid^ 

ftSth  Apr,  jj J  jjQj.  ^j^  ^  prejudge  *ny  queOion,  or  to 

*  exclude  any  party  from  the  negotiation;  nei« 
ther  the  dates  general,  nor  the  Ainericau  colo* 
nies ;  he  was  ardently  defirous  of  pe^ce,  and 
viflied  that  it  fhould  be  fpeedy,  hut  it  muft  be 
equitable. 

AustRiA  had,  however,  no  right  to  ptefume 
that  Great  Britain  fliould  rely  wiui  implicit  coo'^ 
fidence  on  her  mediatory  efforts.  It  had  long 
been  apparent  to  the  Englifh  embaflador,  that 
prince  Kaunitz  entertained  towards  the  caufe 
of  Great  Britain  fentiments  nearly  approach*' 
ing  to  malevolence.  He  prediAed  her  failure 
Jn  the  cotiteft,  and  the  neceffity  of  ultimately 
tnaking  large  conceffions;  and  when  ftatefmen 
publicly  indulge  in  fuch  prophecies,  they  will 
tather  contribute  to  the  event  by  their  own 
exertions,  than  fuffer  their  prefcience  to  fall 
into  difcredit.  Kaunitz  entered  into  the  armed 
confederacy  with  almofi  as  much  zeal  as  Cathe« 
rine  herfelf,  and  was  preparing,  by  the  influence 
of  the  emperor,  to  make  Venice  adopt  the  fame 
meafure.  His  language  to  the  Eugliili  em* 
baffador  was  changed  from  extreme  kindnefs, 
to  a  haughty,  harfli,  morofe  tone ;  and  on  every 
misfortune  which  attended  the  Britifli  arms, 
the  renewal  of  an  offer  to  mediate  was  accom- 
panied with  revilings  and  taunts  againil  the 
proud  national  fpirit,  which  had  fruftrated  for- 
mer efforts.  This  alteration  of  conduft  was 
the  more  ofFenfive,  as  the  French  embaflfador 
was  treated  with  proportionate  confidence, 
always  preferred  in  audiences,  and  oflentati* 
oufly  courted  with  peculiar  homage. 

»  The 
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The  empijefs  of  Huflia  was  alfo  to  be  in-   chaf. 
eluded  in  the  mediatory  commiffion,  but  ihe  y^S^'Jfv. 
had  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  deluded     17s*- 
Great  Britain  with  falft  hope*,  and  her  con^  ??^ 
ftant  efforts  to  extend  the  Ibliere  of  the  neutral  ^^*'°** 
league,  and  her  eager  puruitt  of  perfonal  ag- 
grandizernent^  leading  her  to  an  intimate  con* 
nexion  with  Auftria,  and    giving  her  a  bias 
towards  France,  made  it  impolTible  to  exped 
from  her  partiality  any  beneficial  refults.     The 
caufe  of  Great  Britain  feemed  degraded  to  the' 
lowefl  ftate ;  ill  fuccefs,  and  the  prevalent  opi- 
nion of  mifmanagement,  rendered  tire  efpoufai 
of  it  among  the  telfifh  powers  of  the  continent 
almoft  difreputable,  and,  probably,  the  hope  of 
wringing  from  the  diflreffed  Situation  of  the 
country,  conceiTions  favourable  to  a  fyftem  of 
neutral  duplicity,  occafioned  the  eagemefs  of 
the  imperial  courts  to  aiTume  the  tafk  of  me- 
diation. 

Under  thefe  difficult  and  critical  circum-  7th May* 
fiances,  the  miniftry  afted  with  magnanimity  ^[;^J^ 
and  judgment.  In  conformity  Avith  the  an»  pl^L 
fwers  returned  by  ti|e  Bourbon  courts,  they 
empowered  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  the  em- 
baifador  at  Vienna,  to  commence  a  treaty  under 
the  aufpices  of  their  imperial  majeflies.  But  as 
Mr.  Tliomas  Grenville  was  already  difpatched^ 
though  without  any  public  charafter,  to  open 
a  direft  negotiation  with  M.  de  Vergennes,  and 
Paris  was  intended  to  be  the  principal  fcene 
of  bufinefs.  Sir  Robert  was  inilrui'Sed  not  to 
make,  or  even  much  encourage,  an  overtuatJ 
for  negotiation  at  Vienna;  though  he  was  not, 
by  receding  from  the  propofition,  to  difgull  the 
mediating  powers,  or  create  fufpicions  of  the 
fincerity  of  Great  Britain. 

The 
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^niT*  '^^^  ^^^^  ^^  treaty  communicated  to  Mr. 
v-i-v-O  Grenville,  confifted  in  two  propofitions.  The 
Temi»*'  independence  of  the  thirteen  American  colo- 
propofcd  nies,  and,  in  return,  a  complete  reftoration  of 
by  biro,     ^ji  Q^j^^^.  n^atters  to  the  ftate  in  which  thev 

were  placed  at  the  laft  peace.  If  thefe  terms 
feemed  too  advantageous,  after  Great  Britain 
had  offered  to  concede  to  America  fo  much  of 
dominion,  that  hardly  a  claim  to  fovereignty 
was  left,  and  at  a  period  when  the  enemy  was  in 
poflTeffion  of  almoft  all  the  iflands  in  the  Weft 

Sttte  of     Indies,  it  fliould  be  recollected,  that  the  Spanifh 

****"»  and  French  treafuries  were  in  the  moft  abjed 
ftate  of  diftrefs.  Spain  was  reduced  to  a  de- 
pendence on  the  fubfcriptions  of  individuals, 
%  not  in  aid,  but  as  the  chief  fupport  of  govern- 
ment; her  South  American  colonies  were  torn 
by  rebellion,  and  if  England  had  afforded  only 
flight  fuccours  to  the  infurgents,  the  whole 
Spanifli  marine,  and  a  great  land  force,  would 
have  been  required  for  their  reduftion.     France 

f  nace  j  too  was  beginning  to  awake  from  the  dream  of 
financial  delufion,  and  to  difcover  tliatNdcker 
had  proceeded  in  the  war  without  the  impofition 
of  taxes,  by  borrowing  every  year,  in  addition 
to  the  current  fupplies,  the  intereft  of  previous 
loans;  a  fyftem  which  would  in  time  call  for 
fevere  impofitions,  or  general  bankruptcy.  The 
force  and  exertions  of  the  enemv  were  exag- 
gerated  by  boafts,  and  the  preparations  of  the 
late  miniftry  for  regaining  a  preponderance  of 
power  in  the  Charribbean  feas,  might  have  in- 
fpired  hopes  and  confidence  fufficient  to  await 
tne  events  of  a  campaign,  the  expences  of  which 
Mere  already  incurred. 

England.  The  general  impatience  for  peace  in  Eng- 
land, was  founded  on  a  defpair  of  fuccefs  m 

the 
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Ac  principal  objefi;  of  the  war,  the  reduftion   chap. 
of  America,  and  a  convi6lion  that  the  whole  ^^ 
force  of  the  nation  was  infufficient  to  refift  the     «7»»« 
career  of  the  enemy  in  other  quarters.    Sue- 
cefs  would  have  given  a  new  impulfe  to  popu- 
lar energy,  and  fruftrated  the  long  labours  of 
an  almoll  luccefsful  oppofition ;  but  fortune  de- 
clared againft  lord  North,  and  the  hafty  com- 
bination of  heterogeneous  parties,  and  their 
vigorous  and  perfevering  aflaults  on  the  cabinet, 
impeded  every  meafure  for  preventing,  and 
faud;ioned  the  propofition  for  conceding,  the 
independence  ot  America. 

After  the  furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis,  state  of 
the  attainment   of  this   objeft  by  force  ap-  ^^«^*<*^ 
peared  no  more  certain  than  at  any  previous 

Eeriod.  The  refoufces  of  America  were  ex- 
aufted,  the  long  inter^ruption  of  commerce 
produced  a  lamentable  want  of  all  neceflaries, 
a  want  felt  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft 
clafTes  throughout  the  colonies.  No  art  or 
coercion  could  give  circulation  to  the  paper 
currency ;  and  not  only  the  friends  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  warmeft  adherents  of  America, 
confidered  the  maintenance  of  the  army  for 
another  year,  and  ftill  more  the  ellablifliment 
of  independency,  as  utterly  impoflible,  and 
hardly  defirable.*  Sir  Henry  Clinton  him- 
felf,  after  the  furrender  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
forwarded  an  aflurance  to  adminiftration,  that 
with  a  reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand  men 
only,  he  would  be  refponfible  for  the  conqueft 
of  America ; "  but  before  this  offer  could  be 
made,  the  miniftry,  who  alone  could  be  expefted 
to  give  it  effeft,  were  ihaken ;  a  new  fyftem 

<  See  interceptini  Letters  of  Silas  Dcane,  Remembrancer,  vol. 
^i*  p.  71. 

*  From  private  inforoiauoii. 

was 
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CHAF;  was  adopted,  adive  hoftilities  were  no  more  to 
^^^^'    be  purfued,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  allowed 


«7»»-     to  retire^  was  replaced  by  Sir  Guy  Caileton. 
Objcaioni      The  lateft  ftfugglc  of  the  defeated  adtninif- 
Mdeace.    f^**^*^  ^"^  ^  avert  from  the  country  the  dif- 
gracc  ofahafty  aixd  compulfory  conceffion  of 
American  independence;  to  this  tended  their  de- 
fire  to  maintain  a  war  of  pofts^  and  their  over« 
tures  for  a  coalition.    The  Rockingham  party 
had  long  declared,  and  confiftently  fupported 
the  juftice  and  inevitable  neceffity  of  granting 
independence;  but  lord  Shelburne  had  been  no 
lefs  ftrenuous  in  afferting  that  difgrace  and 
calamity  muft  enfue  to  Great  Britain  from  fuch 
a  conceflion.     He  had  even  mad6  an  explicit 
declaration  in  the  houfe  of  lords,    "  that  he 
would  never  enter  into  an  official  fituation  with 
any  man,  however   great  his   abilities,   who 
would  either  maintain  that  it  was  right  or  con* 
'  liftent  to  allow  the  independency  of  America;"'' 
and,  even  in  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament, 
Mr.  Dunning,  his  confidential  friend  and  ad- 
vifer,  had   treated  the  propofition   as  almoil 
amounting  to  high  treafon.     But  lord  Shel- 
burne had  either  receded  from  his  former  opi- 
nions, or  would  not  venture  to  encounter  fuch 
an  oppofitionas  hehadwitnefied  and  fupported 
againft  lord  North. 
Vic#of         If  minifters  were  induced  to  concede,  even 
the  Weft    before  a  treaty,  the  independence  of  America, 
"^'***       by  the  probability  tliat  the  fuperior  naval  power 
of  France  and   Spain  in  the  American   feas 
would  cnfure  it,  an  event  which  had  been  judi- 
cioufly  prepared  by  the  late  miniftry,  and  which 
occurred  foon  after  they  were  driven  from  the 
helm,  fhewed  the  futility  of  fuch  an  expetla- 
tion. 

^  See  Debates  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  7th  Peccmber  1778  s  the  con* 
tKifi«n  of  lord  Sheiburne*$  rpeech« 

WHESf 
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Whek  the  conqueft  of  all  the  Leeward  char. 
iflandsi  except  iBarbadoes  and  Antigua,  lefk  the    ^^> 
French  no  lurther  obje6is  of  attack  in  that     >7S». 
qoarter,  they  projefted  a  joint  expedition  with  f^l^ 
the  Spaniards  againft  the  important  colony  of 
Jamaica.     For  this  the  reinforcement  was  dif- 
patched  under  de  Guichen,  which  Kempenfelt 
iiad  failed  in  his  endeavour  to  intercept,  and, 
anticipating  the  fuccefs  of  the  enemy  in  their 
ultimate  obje6lv  oppofition  laviihed  cenfures  on 
adminiilration  for  permitting  Rodney  to  fail 
direftly  for  the  Weft  Indies  with  a  reinforce- 
ment of  twelve  fail  of  the. line,  when  he  fliould 
have  been  employed  conjointly  with  Kempen* 
felt,  in  preventing  the  arrival  of  fupplies  to  the 
enemy.     Minifters,  however,  wifely  judged  that 
the  important  objeft  of  gaining  a  decided  pre- 
ponderance in  the  Weft  Indies  oy  the  junction 
of  Rodney  and  Hood  was  not  to  be  endangered 
by  the  precarious  purfuit  of  inferior  advantage. 
Rodney  hoped  by  his  early  arrival  at  Barbadoes  Z9th  F«b. 
to  have  prevented  the  fall  of  St.  Chriftopher's  ;  ^^^^ 
but  while  failing  for  the  relief  of  that  ifland,  ^^ 
met  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  who  imparted  the  tidings 
of  its  furrender,  and  the  retreat  of  de  GralFe  to 
Martinique. 

Aftee  long  watching  tlie  motions  of  the  Hi*  pur- 
French  fleet,  in  order  to  prevent  their  junftion  ^"*** 
with  the  Spaniards,  the  firitilh  admirals  fuc« 
ceeded  in  bringing  on  apartial  action  off  Guada-  9th  April. 
loupe;  but,fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  wind,  that 
onlv  the  van  of  the  BritiOi  fleet  was  engaged^ 
and  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  withdraw  his 
ihips,  and  baffle  all  endeavours  for  renewing  the 
conflict.    Two  of  the  French  fliips,  in  «confe- 
quence  of  this  tranfient  encounter,  were  obliged 
to  &Qk  ihelter  in  Guadaloupe,  and  after  a  vigor- 
ous, 
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CHAP,  ous,  though  for  fome  time  hopelefs  porfliit,  fkc 

^^Vj^   Britiih  cominanders  had  the  good  fortune  to  per- 

»78»^     cei  ve  another  far  to  windward  of  the  mainforce, 

jixh  Apr*  repairing  her  damages.     On  this  fliip  they  bore 

down,and  the  exertions  of  de  Grafle  for  her  pro- 

te6iion  placed  the  two  fquadrons  in  a  iituation 

which  feemed  to  preclude  the  polTibility  of 

again  avoiding  the  confli6t.   Tlie  night,  which 

prevented  an  immediate  engagement,  was  paiT* 

ed  in  anxious  preparation  on  either  fide,  and 

tzth.        at  half  pail  feven  in  the  morning,  ,the  adion  was 

^^a"^  begun.    The  two  fleets  met  on  oppofite  tacks, 

oVer  de      and  there  being  little  wind,  the  Britifh  ihips 

G^aik*      ranged  (lowly  along,  and  clofe  under  the  lee  of 

the  enemy's  line,  delivering  a  tremendous  fire, 

which  tlie  French  received,  and  returned  with 

the  utmoft  firmnefs.      At  noon  Sir  George 

Rodney,  in  the  Formidable,  having  pafTed  the 

Ville  de  Paris,  the  count  de  Grafle's  fliip,  and 

•  her  fecond,  fo  clofe  as  to  be  almofl  in  conta^ 

and  having  made  a  vifible  impreffion  on  them, 

by  a  quick  and  well  diredled  fire,  flood  athwart 

the  enemy's  line,  between  the  fecond  and  third 

iliips,  ailem  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  followed  and 

nobly  fupported  by  the  Duke,  Namur,  and 

Canada;  the  reft  of  his  divifiou  coming  up  in 

fucceffion.     The  Formidable  wore  round ;  and 

a  lignal  being  made  for  the  van  divifion  under 

admiral  Drake  to  tack,  the  Britiih  fleet  thus 

gained  the  wind,  and  ftood  upon  the  fame  tack 

with  the  enemy.     By  tins  bold  manoeuvre  the 

French  line  was  broken,  fcparated,  and  thrown 

into  confulion :  it  decided  the  fate  of  the  day, 

.although  it  did  not  end  the  conflid.     The  rear 

of  thai  Britifh  fleet  being  becalmed,  did  not  for 

fome  time  get  into   aSion^  and  at  laft  was 

favoured 
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favoured  only  by  a  flight  breeze.  The  French'  char. 
fliips  being  crouded  with  men,  the  carnage  was  ^^}^ 
prodigious:  ftill,  however,  they  fought  with  i7«a- 
obdinate  bravery.  Count  de  Graffe  with  his 
own,  and  the  other  fhips  in  the  centre,  with- 
ilood  till  evening  all  the  efforts  of  the  various 
.  ihips  that  attacked  him.  At  length  captain 
Cornwallis  of  the  Canada,  a  feventy-four  gun 
fhip,  having  compelled  the  Heftor  of  equal 
force  tp  ftrike,  lefl  her  to  be  taken  pofleflfion  of 
by  a  frigate ;  and  aifailed  the  Villc  de  Paris, 
which  'm  two  hours  he  reduced  almofl  to  a 
wreck.  Still  de  Graffe  refufed  to  furrender,  till 
towards  funfet,  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  the  Barfleur, 
who  had  hitherto  been  becalmed,  arriving, 
and  pouring  in  a  deftrudive  fire,  the  French 
admiral  in  ten  minutes  vielded,  after  con- 
tinning  his  exertions  till  only  three  men  were 
left  unhurt  on  the  upper  deck,  of  whom  himfelf 
was  one.  Befides  the  Ville  de  Paris,  the  Heftor, 
Cajfar,  andGlorieux  of  feventy-four  guns,  and 
Ardent  of  fixty-four,  were  taken,  and  the  Diadem, 
another  feventy-four,  was  funk  by  a  tingle  broad- 
fide  from  the  Formidable.  Night  terminated 
the  engagement)  when  the  Britifh  admiral  coir 
ledted  nis  fleet,  and  took  meafures  for  fecuring 
the  prizes.  Unfortunately  the  Caefar  blew  up 
in  the  night,  owing  to  the  licentious  condu^ 
of  the  French  feamen  ;  and  a  lieutenant  and 
fifty  Britifh  failors,  with  about  four  hundred 
priloners,  perifhed.  The  Ville  de  Paris  was 
freighted  with  thirty-fix  chefls  of  money,  def- 
lined  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  in 
the  defigned  attack  on  Jamaica;  and  it  fecms 
to  have  been  fingularly  providential,  that  tlie 
whole  train  of  artillery,  with  the  battering  can- 
non .ai^d  travelling  carriages  meant  for  that 

expedition! 
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CHAP,  ejcpedition,  were  on  board  the  captured  vdV 

>7i».  The  loft  of  men  fuftained  by  the  Britiih 
fleet,  in  the  anions  of  the  ninth  and  twelfth  of 
April>  amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-feven  killed,  and  feven  hundred  and  fixty 
wounded ;  while  that  of  the  French  was  com- 
puted at  three  thoufand  flain,  and  more  than 
fix  thoufand  Wounded.  The  French  fliips  that 
tfcaped,  were  almoft  reduced  to  wrecks.  The 
Britifli  hne  confided  of  thirty-fix,  and  the 
French  line  of  thirty-two  fliips  :  but  fix  veffels 
of  Hood'ft  divifion,  from  the  fcantinefs  of  the 
wind,  never  could  be  brought  into  the  general 
a6tion. 

Four  of  the  fliips  which  efcaped  took  re^ 
fuge  in  the  Dutch  ifland  of  Curajoa;  but 
the  remainder  utider  Bougainville  and  Vau- 
dreuil  fteered  for  Cape  Francois.     Sir  Samuel 

i9ihAprii.  Hood  afterwards  captured  the  Jafon  and  the 
Caton  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  two  frigates, 
in  the  Mona  palfage,  between  Hifpaniola  and 
Porto  Rico,  Rodney  after  an  unfuccefsful 
fcarch  for  the  fugitive  enemy,  repaired  to  Ja* 
maica,  where  he  was  hailed  with  the  exulta- 
tion and  gratitude  due  to  a  deliverer. 

Hiiiccai.  Intelligence  of  this  important  viftory 
was  received  in  England,  with  the  utnioft  trauf- 
port,  and  diminiflied  the  popularity  of  tlie  new 
aduiiniftration.  The  public  recollcfted  with  in* 
dignation  their  late  mveftives  againft  the  flcill 
and  courage  of  Rodney,  and  heard  with  deep 
diflatisfaftion,  that  an  order  was  already  iflued 

X  TheVitle  de  ParU  was  the  largeft  fhip  in  the  French  king*s 
fervice  :  fhe  was  a  prerent  horn  the  city  of  Paris  to  Louis  XV  ^  and  no 
cxpence  was  fpared  to  lender  the  gift  worthv  both  of  the  city  and  the 
monarch.  Her  buildine  and  Btting  for  ksl  are  faid  19  bare  coft  ft 
hundred  and  ieveDty-fix  uiouland  pounds  fterling. 

for 
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-tot  fliperfeding  him,  and  placing  in  his  (lead  c  H  A  P. 
>dmiral  Pigott  ^3a.ni/ 

LoRP  Keppel  moved  in  the  houfe  of  lords  ^  tjU^ 
three  refolutions,  thanking  the  commander  in  17*  May. 
chief,  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  admiral  Drake,  com-  ^^l^ 
modore  Affleck,  Sir  Charles  Douglas,  and  the  honours. 
other  officers  and  commanders  of  the  fleet; 
and  approving  the  condufl;  of  the  feamen^ 
marines,  and  troops.  An  altercation  ai-ofe, 
not  from  oppoiition  to  the  n\otion,  for  in 
that  all  concurred,  but  from  the  eager  defire  of 
the  late  adminiftration,  to  extort  from  their 
fucceflbrs  higher  encomiums  and  greater  ho- 
nours than  tJiey  were  willing  to  beftow.  Rod* 
ncy's  victory  was  extolled  above  that  of  lord 
Hawke ;  the  report  of  an  intended  peerage  was 
confidered  not  fuflSciently  explicit,  his  fervices 
would  be  inadequately  rewarded  with  a  rank 
inferior  to  that  of  vifcount  or  earl,  and  the 
miniftry  were  reproached  for  his  intended  recal. 
On  each  of  thefe  points  many  fliarp  retorts 
were  ufed  on  both  fides ;  and  lord  Keppel  evad- 
ed an  avowal  of  the  intention  to  remove  the 
popular  commander,  by  dating  that  no  evidence 
of  the  fa6l  exified,  it  Vas  a  vague  report,  and 
therefore  improperly  introduced  in  deoate. 

Ik  the  houfe  of  commons.  Fox  moved  thanks  t%L 
to  Rodney  alone,  but,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  lord 
North,  added  the  flag-officers,  acknowledgiqg, 
with  frank  politeness,  his  obligation  to  the  ex- 
tniniiler  for  the  correftion,  and  for  his  modera- 
tion in  leaving  the  amendment  to  the  fervants 
of  the  crown.  In  anfwer  to  a  aueflion  from 
Mn  Rolle,  he  avowed,  without  nefltation  or 
circumlocution,  that  Rodney  was  fuperfeded. 
Mr.  Rolle  founded  on  this  avowal  two  motionSi  jotk. 
affirming  and  cenfuring  the  change  of  the  com- 
manders.    Fox  faid,  the  refolution  to  recal  the 

vo{».  III.  L  L  admiral 
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CHAP,  admiral  had  been  adopted  before  the  intelli- 
^^'    gence  of  the  late  glorious  viftory  arrived ;  his 
178X.      conduct  at  St.  Euftatia  had  excited  prejudices, 
and  made  the  planters  his  enemies,   but  his 
newly  acquired  glory  was  fufficient  to  balance 
his  former  demerits,  and  he  was  willing  to  bury 
,       in  oblivion  all  inquiries,  unlefs  provoked  by 
the  intemperate  2eal  of  the  admiral's  friends. 
Burke  adopted  the  fame  fentiments,  obferving, 
that  if  there  was  a  bald  fpot  on  tlie  head  of 
Rodney,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  cover  it  with 
laurels.    Thefe  applaufes  mixed  with  threats, 
occafioned  fevere  animadverfions  in  the  houfe, 
and  were  warmly  refented  by  the  public.    Mr. 
Rolle's  fiiil  motion  was,  however,  evaded  by 
the  previous  queilion,and  his  fecond  withdrawn. 
•3d  May.   A  monument  was  voted  in  commemoration  of 
captains  fiayne,  Blair^  and  lord  Robert  Man- 
ners, who  were  flain  in  the  late  a6iions«    Sir 
George  Rodney  obtained  a  penfion,  and  was 
preated  a  baron  of    Great  Britain;   Sir  Sa- 
muel Hood  received  the  fame  rank  in  the  Irifli 
K  peerage,  and  admiral  Drake  and  commodore 
Affleck  were  made  baronets. 
May.  Meanwhile    the    negotiation    for  peace 

greftdFne-  Proceeded  with  difcouraging  tardinefs.  The 
gotiation.  French  availed  themfelves  of  the  franknefs  of  the 
Britilhadminiftration  to  injure  their  charafters. 
Prince  Kaunitz  fpoke  with  haughty. indignation 
of  the  contempt  Ihewn  to  tlie  mediating  powers 
by  commencing  a  direft  negotiation ;  derided 
the  Britiih  cabinet  for  begging  peace  at  every 
door;  refufed  to  admit  that  France  was  equally 
blameable  for  accepting  as  England  for  mak- 
ing fuch. overtures,  and  exprefled  no  fatisfeftion 
at  the  late  glorious  vidory. 
4ihjunf,  If  jealoufy  of  the  naval  power  of  Great  Bri- 
tain occafioned  tliis  indifference,  the  miniftry 

employed 
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employed  the  moft  effeftual  means  to  remove  it,   chap. 
by  a  prompt  declaration  that  the  event  made    ^^^ 
no  alteration  in  their  defire  for  peace,  or  in  the      x;^- 
terms  propofed  as  a  bafis.     France  however,  ftill 
placing  fanguine  reliance  on   exertions  they 
had  prepared,  to  make  iu  the  Eaft  Indies  and 
before  Gibraltar,  fought  to  protraft  the  treaty 
by  artifice,  without  precluding  themfelves  from 
the  means  of  advancing  in  it,  fliould  their 
hopes  be  fruftrated.     M.  deVergennes  remitted,  „ft  jyne, 
through  Mr.  Grenville,  a  paper  approving  the 
peace  of  Paris  as  the  bafis  of  negotiation,  but 
propofing  fo  many  and  fuch  vague  exceptions, 
relative  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  that  al- 
moft  every  trace  of  that  treaty  was  obliterated.  ^ 

Before  definitive  meafures  could  be  adopted,  Death  of 
an  event  happened  which  occafioned  a  new  re-  *^^  ""V' 
volution   in  the   Britifli  cabinet.     The  mar-  Siocking- 
quis  of  Rockingham  had  long  been  in  a  declin-  *>»«• 
ing  ftate  of  health.     The  debate  on  the  bill  for  jd  June, 
difqualifying  revenue  officers  was  the  laft  in 
which  he  bore  a  part,  and  he  then  declared 
that  a  prevalent  diforder'  aflfefted  him  fo  fev^- 
rely,  that  he  was  fometimes  not  in  poffeflion  of 
himfelf.     In  lefs  than  a  month  anerwatds  he  ift  July. 
expired,  and  the  appointment  of  lord  Shelburne 
to  be  his  fucceffor  as  firft  lord  of  the  treafury, 
ferved  as  the  fignal  (for  it  was  denied  to  be  the 
caufe,)*  for  the  refignation  of  feveral  confpi- 
cuous  members  of  the  Rockingham  party.    The  change* 
following  changes  were  confequenfcly  made  in  in  the 
the  miniftry  :   lord  Grantham  and  Mr.  Thor  ^^^^^^r* 
mas  Townlhend  were  appointed  fecretaries  of 

r  For  all  the  particulars  relative  to  this  negotiation,  I  have  con* 
fulted  the  official  correfpondencc. 

*  It  acquired  the  name  of  influenza. 

•  See  Delutes  in  the  houfes  of  lordi  and  commons,  9th,  10th,  and 
ifth  July»and  5th  DecemUcr,  178a. 

L  L  2  ftate, 
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CHAP,  ftatc,  inftead  of  lord  Shelburnc  and  Mr.  Fox; 
XLIIL  ^  the  honourable  William  Pitt,  chancellor  of  the 
i78^,  exchequer,  refigned  by  lord  John  Cavendifli ; 
Richard  Jackfon  and  Eduard  James  Elliot,  and 
the  honourable  John  JefTeries  Pratt,  and  John 
Aubrey,  efquires,  obtained  feats  at  the  treafury 
and  admiralty  boards,  vacated  by  lord  Al- 
thorpc  and  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu,  and  lord 
Dungaunon  and  Mr.  John  Town^iend  ;  colo- 
nel Barr6  was  appointed  pay mafter  of  the  forces, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Dundas 
received  colonel  Barry's  fituation  of  treafurer 
of  the  navy.  Sir  George  Yonge  became  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
ToAvnfhend ;  earl  Temple,  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  the  refignation  of  the  duke  of  Port- 
land ;  and  the  honourable  William  Wyndham 
Grenville,  fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  an 
office  which  had  been  held  under  the  duke  of 
Portland  by  colonel  Fitzpatrick. 

Thus  a  few  months  of  profperity  diflblved 
in  anger  and  mutual  animofity,  that  formidable 
phalanx,  M'hich  by  ftrenuous  parliamentary  ex- 
ertion had  ihaken  the  foundation  of  govern- 
ment, rendered  every  exercife  of  royal  preroga- 
tive odious  and  dangerous,  made  the  caufe  of 
infurreftion  popular,  and  taken  the  cabinet  by 
ftorm. 
nA  July.       This  change  made  for  the  prefent  no  altera- 
Sm^** .  ^^^^  ^^  *^^  conduct  of  affairs,  for  in  a  few  days 
i^na^'  the  feffion  of  parliament  was  clofed  by  pro- 
rogation. 
King's  Th  e  king  declared, in  his  fpeech,  that  nothing 

ipeecb.  could  be  more  repugnant  to  his  feelipgs  than 
the  long  continuance  of  fo  complicati^d  a  war, 
but  Ihould  the  want  of  a  corrcfponding  difpo- 
fition  in  the  enemy,  difappoint  his  hopes  of 

terminating  that  calamity,  lie  fliould  ftill  rdy 
•^  '  on 
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on  the  fpirit,  affeftion,  and  unanimity  .of  Ms 

Earliament  and  people,  to  fuppqrt  the  honour  of 
is  crown  and  interefts  of  the  nation.  "  The 
moft  triumphant  career  of  victory,"  he  faid^ 
"  would  not  excite  me  to  aim  at  more  than 
fair  and  reafonabie  tenns  of  pacification,  and  I 
have  the  fatisfaftion  to  add,  I  fee  no  reafon  which 
ihould  induce  me  to  think  of  accepting  lefs." 
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CHAPTER   THE   FORTY-FOURTH; 

1778 — 1783. 

r 

Tranfactions  in  America. — Murder  of  Huddy. 
—  Recal  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton. — Proceed- 
ings on  the  Arrival  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton. — 
Difcuffion  refpecting  captain  AfgilL — Tranf- 
actions in  the  Wejl  Indies. — tVar  in  India. 
— Capture  of  French  fettlements.  —  Action 
between  Sir  Edward  Vernon  and  Tronjolly. 

,  —  Pondicherry  taken. — War  with  the  native 
powers.— Efforts  of  Prance. — Commodore 
Johnjioncs  expedition  againji  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  frujlrated ; —  he  takes  fxt 
Dutch  Eoji-Indiainen. — Dutch  fettlements 
captured. — Engagements  betweoi  Sir  Ed^ 
^'(ird  Hughes  and  de  Suffrein.— Siege  of 
Cuddalorc.  —  Naval  Csvertions  iji  Europe. — 
Fate  of  Rodjieys  prizes. — Lofs  of  the  Royal 
George, — Progrefs  of  the  Jiege  of  Gibral- 
tar.— Conjlruction  of  floating  batteries. — 
Defeat  of  the  allies  in  the  grand  attack.— 
Relief  of  the  garrifon  by  lord  Howe^ — 
Negotiations  for  peace. — Provijional  treaty 
with  America. — State  of  parties  in  Eng- 
land. 

CHAP,  rpHE  Continent  of  America  no  longer  preT 

\^1^  fentcd  its  accuftonied  i>ortion  of  military 

»78i.     intcreft:  tlie  blaze  of  war  which  was  firft  kiu" 

u^s'm'    died,  alfo  firft  languifljed  in  the  colonies;  the 

America,    furrcndcr  of  lord  Cornwallis  having  in  effeft 

concluded  the  martial  conteft.     Soon  after  the 

aftion  at  Eutaw-s,  colonel  Stewart  retreated  to 

the 
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the  neighbourhood  of  Charlefto\rB,  and  colonel  chap. 
Leflie,  who  was  afterwards  appointed  to  com-    xliv. 
mand  in  that  diftrift,  retired  within  the  walls  '"Tt^iT' 
of  the  capital.     Slight  excurfions  and  trivial 
encounters  alone  marked  the  exillence  of  hof- 
tility ;  the  Britilh  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
all  their  late  extended  poffeffions  in  the  fouthern 
provinces,  except  Charleftown,  Savannah,  and 
a  few  dependent  pofts ;  while  the  enemy,  re- 
allembling  their  legiflature  at  Jackfonburgh,  nth  Jan. 
diftant  only  thirty-five  miles  from  the  capital-  ?Jj^  ^* 
of  South  Carolina,  infulted  the  Britiih  govern-'  ,^1^^,  * 
ment,  and  iffued  edi6i;s  of  regulation,  reward,' 
and  credit,  and  decrees  of  confifcation  againft 
all  friends  of  the  royal  caufe.  *        . 

The  loyalifts  at  New  York  being  filled  with 
alann  and  indignation  at  the  tenth  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  York  town ;  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton attempted  to  tranquillize  them  by  circular 
orders  to  the  different  pofts  of  the  army,  direft- 
iDg  that  the  fame  attention  ihould  in'  all  cafes 
be  paid  to  the  interefts  and  fecurity  of  Ame- 
rican loyalifts,  as  to  thofe  of  the  king's  troops, 
and  that  no  diftin^ion  or  difcrimination  ihould 
prevail.  This  judicious  order,  which  was  fub- 
fequently  confirmed  by  the  king,  produced  in 
a  great  meafure  the  defired  eifeft. 

But  when  the  departure  of  de  Grafle's  fleet  Marder  of 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the  exertions  of  **"'^'^^' 
Clinton,  had  quieted  all  alarms,  the  inveteracy 
between  loyalifts  and  republicans  produced  new 
contentions,  and  threatened  a  mode  of  venge- 
ful hoftility  more  dreadful  than  any  which  had 
yet  been  purfued.  The  Americans  had  always 
9.fFe6led  to  confider  tlie  loyalifts  taken  in  arms 
as  traitors,  amenable  to  their  civil  adminiftra- 


*  Sec  Remembrancer,  Vol.xlt.  p.  137.  i^o. 
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CHAP,  tiofl.  Threats  had  fometimes  reftralned  the' 
^^j^j^  exce&  of  violence,  but  the  Americans  fre- 
^yiu  quently  refufed  quarter  to  ioyalifts,  and  often 
maintained  prifoners  of  that  defcription  in  a 
different  ftate  of  confinement  from  other  mili- 
tary, captives,  loading  them  with  injuries,  de- 
priving them  of  neceiikries,  and  endangering 
tlieir  hvcs  by  inhumanity.* 

A  BoARP  of  direftors  of  aflbciated  loyalifis, 
under  the  prefidency  of  governor  Franklin,  had 
been  long,  eftablifhed  at  New  York,  invefied 
with  adminillrative  powers,  the  right  of  no- 
minating  officers,  and  iifuing  regulations  for 
their  guidance  and  government,  fubjed  to 
the  ratification  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
They  had  a  prifon  for  captives  brought  in 
by  thqir  parties,  and  the  power  of  excWige 
or  releafe,  but  with  the  expreis  condition  of 
not  killing  ox  mal«*treating  their  prifoners  un- 
der pretext  of  retaliation. 

After  the  capitulation  of  lord  Cornwallis, 
many  loyalills  urged  Sir  Henry  Qihton  to 
threaten  vengeance  for  injuries  infli^d  on  tbofe 
who  had  joined  the  royal  fiandard.  The  pru* 
dei^t  commander,  however,  declined  iifuing  a 
proplamation,  the  menaces  of  which  he  was 
not  authorized  to  fulfil,  and  was  deterred,  by 
I  the  advice  of  the  principal  refugees,  from  efta- 

blifbtng  the  civil  government,  which  would 
)iave  permitted  the  trial  of  captive  continentaU 
99  rebels.  But  while  he  was  engaged  in  pro* 
y^&s  of  defence,  anfl  \vhi\t  commiflioners  apr 
j^nt^d  by  him  and  general  Waflijngton,  were 
megot^ting  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners, 
Jo^ua  Uuddyi   a  captain  in  the  ^rvice  of 

• 

^  See  letter  from  tlie  board  of  lo^adtfts  to  Sir  Henrj  Clinton,  iiate4 
|lew  York,    iith  4^>  '7^»  ^  ^  jtcwiimbffMcer^  VoL  m. 

concrete, 
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eoQgnsft,   was  taken  by  a  party  of  loyalifts,  chap. 
delivered   with   two  others  to  captain   Lip-  ^;^lj 
pencotty  one  of  their  body,  for  the  oftenfiWe     ti\%: 
purpofe  of  being  exchanged,  condufted  into  i 

the  Jerfeys  by  virtue  of  an  order  from  the 
board  of  loyalifts  at  New  York,  and  there  hang 
on  a  tree,  with  a  label  denoting,  that  his  fate 
was  a  retaliation  for  one  White,  an  aflbciator. 

Clinton,  highly  refenting  this  audacious 
outrage  on  humanity,  and  infult  on  himfelf ' 
as  commander,  arrefted  Lippencott^  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  a  council  of  war,  ordef- 
ed  him  to  be  tried  for  murder.  The  tranf- 
adion  jeemed  to  indicate  a  refolution  in  the 
loyalifts  to  force  meafures  of  revenge,  which 
he  had  refufed  to  fan6lion,  and  he  anticipated 
the  Infults  to  wliich  he  fhould  be  expofed  from 
the  refentment  of  the  American  general,  and 
the  danger  df  his  commiffioners,  who  w^re  ia 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  Clinton  foon  received  **^  ^*p** 
from  Walhington  an  intemper^^te  letter,  de^ 
manding  the  delivery  to  him  of  Lippepcolt, 
or  fo  many  additionaf  officers,  as,  in  exchange, 
would  be  equivalent  to  Huddy,  and  threaten- 
ing that  in  cafe  of  failure,  he  would  refort  to 
meafares^of  retaliation.  ^  Clinton  expreffed  fur-  »i*f 
prife  and  difpleafure  at  this  improper  language; 
tie  had  taken  due  meafures  for  bringing  the 
delinquents  to  juilice ;  but  would  not  confent 
to  adopt  and  extend  barbarity,  by  facrificing 
innocence,  under  the  notion  of  preventing 
guilt.  If  violations  of  humanity  could  be  jui- 
tified  by  example,  thofe  committed  by  Wafh- 
kigton's  party  exceeded  and  probably  gave  rife 
to  that  m  queftion.  The  board  of  loyalifts^  »7AApriL 
corroborating  this  aifertion,  dated  circumilances 
relating  to  tlie  execution  of  Huddy,  in  whicfh, 
tI)ough  Lippencott  had  exceeded  his  authority, 

and 
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CRAP,  and  their  orders,  he  had  jnerdy  fulopted  the 
xLiv.  precedent  fhewn  by  the  Americans  m  the  cafe 
of  White.  They  alfo  recited  many  inftances 
in  which  cruelties  towards  the  loyalifts  had 
only  been  reftrained  by  retaliation. 

Washington,  however,  was  not  deterred 
from  feizing  as  deferters  Meifrs.  Hatfield  aad 
Badgeley,  though  protefted  by  a  flag  of  truce. 
To  an  application  for  their  liberation,  he  an- 
fwered  that  deferters,  or  chara^ers  whom  crime 
rendered  amenable  to  the  civil  laws,  could  not 

sA  M^.  he  prote6led,  even  under  a  flae.  He  announced 
at  the  fame  time,  tfiat  he  had  defignated  a 
Britiih  officer  as  an  obje6t  of  retaliation  for 
Hud^y,  and  that  the  time  and  place  of  his 
execution  were  fixed. ^ 

Kccaief        SiR  Henry  Clinton  was  fpared  the  pain 

2^^^  of  ^  witneffing  the  progrefe  of  this  tranfa6tion, 
by  his  recal,  which  was  folicited  by  his  friends^ 
and,  after  repeated  refufals,  at  length  granted. 
His  whole  command  had  been  a  jucceffion  of 
difappointments  and  mortifications;  his  pro- 
je6ls  wcrp  countenanced,  yet  unfiipported,  and 
his  fupplies  withheld,  or  fparingly  and  tardily 
fent.  He  fuflained  no  inconfi^lerable  ihare  of 
the  rancour  of  party,  and  was  undefended, 
even  by  thofe  who  from  principle  ought  to  have 
been  his  fupporters,  Yet  he  was  above  the 
weaknefs  of  throwing  himfelf  into  the  arms  of 
faction  for  the  elucidation  of  mifreprefented 
fafts.  He  received  from  the  king,  both  through 
his  minifters  and  in  the  clofet,  the  fulled  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct  and  plans,  and  this 
fatisfadory  teftimonial  was  the  only  reward  of 
an  arduous  and  feveie  ftruggle. 

«  See  Remembrancer,  Vol.  xiy.  p«  155,  et  feq. 
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Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the  fucceflbr  of  Clin-   chap. 
ton,    accompanied  the  official  Intelligence  of   vSJZl/' 
his  arrival  with  the  pacific  vote  of  thtf  houfe  7th  May. 
of  commons,  adding  a  declaration  of  his  in-  ^^1^^ 
tentions  to  alleviate  as  much  as  poffible  the  arrival  of 
horrors  of  war,  and  requefting  a  paflport  for  ^""^JJJ 
his  aid  de  camp  to  communicate  with  congrefs  ^  j^  * 
at  Philadelphia.     The  anfwer  of  Waihington  i7S». 
was  ftem  and  even  favage ;  on  the  affair  of 
Huddy,    he  had   already  expreffed  his   fixed 
refolution,  formed  on  the  moft  miture  delibe- 
ration, and  from  which  he  would  not  recede. 
He  refufed  the  paflport,  and  limited  admiflion 
of  flags  of  truce  to  one  Angle  fpot     His  con- 
du6l  was  approved  by  congrefs,  *  and  that  body,  ^jft  May. 
and  feveral  provincial  legiflatures,  as  if  appre- 
henfive  of  a  fchifm  on  the  fubjeft  of  peace^ 
renewed  or  adopted  refolutions  againft  entering 
into  a  feparate  treaty  with  Great  Britain/    Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  however,  laboured  to  procure 
a  celfation  of  hoftilities,  and  an  exchange  of 
prifoners,  even  on  terms  advantageous  to  the 
enemy,  and  when  he  was  empowered  to  ftate  adAag. 
the    commencement    of    a  negotiation    with 
France,  his  applications  ceafed  to  be  intirely 
unfuccefsful. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  a  more  unfatisfaclory  Difcuflion^ 
fubjeft  of  negotiation   claimed  his  attention.  ^?f^^^s 
The  Britifli  officer  feleaed  by  Wafhington  as  ^^ 
an  expiatory  viftim  for  Jofliua  Huddy,  was 
captain  Afgill,  fon  of  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  a  pri- 
foner  under    the  capitulation  of  York  town, 
and  only  in  his  nineteenth  year.     Againft  the 
barbarous  refolution  of  Waihington,  all  inter- 
ceffion  and  argument  were  unavailing.  Captain 

«  See  Remembrancer,  VoL  xir«  p.  244* 
f  Idem*  p.  14.3.  it^. 
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CHAP.  Afgill  was  however  refcued  from  the  ignomi- 
^^^^' ,  nious  fate  of  Andrfe,  by  the  interceffion  of  tlic 
queen^of  France,  influenced  by  the  pathetic 
fupplications  of  the  captive's  mother.    Wafli- 
ington,  in  obeying  the  order  of  congrefs  to 
liberate  the  prifoner,  arrogated  to  himlelf  the 
honours  of  humanity,  declaring,  that  in  what- 
ever light  his  agency  might  be^  viewed,  he  was 
never  influenced  by  fanguinary  motives,  but 
was  now  happy  in  fparing  the  effufion  of  inno- 
cent blood.* 
Proceed-         Aftkr  the  great  vifloryof  the  twelfth  of 
ings^in  the  April,  the  War  was  not  vigoroufly  profecuted 
dies.     "    in  the  Weft  Indies.     Don  Juan   Manuel   de 
6'h  May,    Cagigal,  govcmor  of  Cuba,  with  three  frigate^ 
*  »7|*.     and   fixty  fail  of  tranfports,   conveying  two 
nmuleD!  thoufand   five  hundred   troops,  and  as  many 
feamen,  fell  fuddenly  on  the  Bahama  iflands^ 
where  lieutenant*colonel  Maxwell,  the  gover- 
nor,   had  only  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  and 
«ib»  feventy  invalids.    The  conqueft  was  achieved 

without  bloodshed,    and  the  captor  granted 
liberal  terms  of  capitulation, 
sift  May.  .     A  SQUADRON, alfo  failed  from  Cape  Franf ois, 
PcftrucN     loonfifting  of  a  feventy-four,  and  two  fris;ates 
ticmcnts!    of  thirty-fix  guns,  under  the  command  of  the 
sth»  1  uhr  iince  celebrated  la  Peroufe,  which  after  encoun- 
'»?ft*       .  tering  great  difficulties,  and  working  a  perilous 
•  paflage  through  the  ice,  deftroyed  fome  de- 
fencdefs  fettlements  on  Hudfon's^  Hayes's,  and 
Nellbn's  rivers. 
July.  The  Englifh  captured  fome  forts  on  the  . 

Capturet  Mufquito  lliorc  from  the  Spaniards,  and  took 
B^nSffh.  .fi'o™  tl^G  Dutch,  Acra,  pn  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
»5thApr.  witli  four  other  forts. 

t  See  letters  on  the  fubje^t  to  the  Aamial  Hegifter,  tySs.^Ap- 
pendix  to  the  Chronicle. 

From 
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From  thefc  minute  events  our  attention  is  CHAf, 
called  to  the  progrefs  of  the  M'ar  in   India,  a    ^^^'- 
fubjeft  hitherto  not  narrated,   as  too  leniote     1778, 
from  the  general  fcene  of  military  operations  Wa*^  ia 
to   involve   in    its    events  any  confequences    "  "^ 
materially  decifive  of  the  grand  conteft  When  Captire  of 
the  delivery  of  the  refcript  by  the  French  em-  jj^^^jj**" 
baflador,  and  the  evident  determination  of  the 
court  of  France  to  aflift  the  revolted  colonies, 
rendered   hoftilities    certain,    the  Eaft  India 
company  prudently  procured  the  Ikfety  of  their 
own  fettlements  by  attacking  thofe    of  the 
enemy.    Tlie  faftories  of  Chandernagore,  Ya-  July. 
nam,  Carical,  and  Mafulipatam,  with  feveral 
fliips  in  the  Ganges,    and  on  the   coaft  of 
Coromandel,  were  taken  in  the  beginning  of 
the  conteft;  and  ten  thoufand  five  hundred 
troops, of  whom  fifteen  hundred  were  European;;^ 
were  detached  from  Madras,  under  the  com*  Auguft. 
mand  of   the  brave  and  experienced   major  |*^.<^^ 
Heftor  Monro,  to  form  the  fiege  of  Pondi-  cheiry' 
cherry. 

While  the  operations  were  flowly  proceed-  Aaionbc- 
ing  by  land,  a  fea  force,   under  Sir  Edward  noraiid' 
Vernon,  effefted  the  blockade  by  fea,  after  a  Tronjoiiy.  - 
flight  and  indecifive  engagement  with  M.  de  loeh  Aug. 
Tronjoiiy,  who  commanded  a  French  fquadron 
of  fuperior  ftrength,   but  cautioufly  avoided  a 
clofe  encounter.     The  defence  of  the  fortrefs 
was  ably  and  refolutely  maintained  by  M.  de 
Bellecombe,  governor  of  the  town,   and  com- 
mandant general  of  all  the  French  fettlements 
in  India.     His  garrifon  confifted  of  nine  hun<- 
dred  Europeans,  and  two  thoufand  one  hundred 
natives,  and  his  lofs  in  killed  was  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the  befiegers.    To  favc  the  town  iSthoa. 
from  the  horrors  of  a  ftorm,  he  was  obliged  to  J*^?^^***^' 
capitulate,  and  the  viftor,  with  humane  feofir  ^^ 

bility, 
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CHAP,  bility,    granted  terms  in  which  the  military 
^  ^^Zl/  pride  and  perfonal  feelings  of  the  garrifon  were 
*77«-     attentively  confidered.     The  inhabitants  were 
alfo  allowed  great  and  unufual  privileges,  which 
on  a  fubfequent  occafion,  they  did  not  hefitate 
ungratefully  to  turn  againft  the  viftors. 
^nHmenu      "Jhe  French  were  always  favoured  by  Hyder 
AUy!  ^     -Ally,  and  the  war  in  which  he  was  engaged 
with  the  Mahrattas,  alone  prevented  him  from 
attempting  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry. 
»779*      In  the  enfuing  year,  the  fettlement  of  Mah^, 
^^^        the  laft  poffeflion  of  the  French,  was  captured, 
notwithftanding  Hyder's  remonftrances,    who 
alleged   that  all  foreigners  .holding  faSories 
under  his  dominion,  were  in  titled  to  his  pro- 
War  with    tedion.      This  annihilation  of  the  power  of 
thenatim.  jpy^nce  in  India,  was  peculiarly  aufpicious  at  a 
moment  when  the  Britifli  poflelTions  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger  from  a 
conteft  with  the   native  powers.      It  is  not 
intended  at  this  period,  to  recount  the  caufes 
and  progrefs  of  hoftilities,  but  only  to  obferve, 
that  through  a  combination  of  Hyder  Ally, 
with  the  Mahrattas  and  other  native  poten- 
tates,  a  general  fcheme  was  formed  for  the 
Mbm  pf    utter  expullion  of  the  Britifli  from  India.    The 
France.      french,  not  unmindful  of  the  rifing  ftorm,  fent 
great  reinforcements  to   their  fettlements  in 
Africa,  hoping  to  co-operate  with  the  powers 
of  India  againft  the  Englilh ;  and  Hyder  Ally, 
relying  on  their   afliftance,    and  an  immenfe 
X7t««     army  which  he  had  colle6led,  commenced  war 
in  the  Carnatic,  and  though  difappointed  in 
the  expefted  co-operation,    the  treachery  of 
the  favoured  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry,  ren- 
dered fome  fervice  to  his  caufe,  by  diftrafting 
the  attention  and  dividing  the  efforts  of  the 
Britifli  government. 

The 
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The  war  with  Holland  gave  a  more  a&ive  Chaf. 
injpulfe  tx)  European  hoftility.     A  fecret  ex-    xliv. 
pedition  was  equipped,  the  fleet  being  com-     1781; 
nianded  by  commodore  Jphnftone,  the  land  21*[aoi' 
forces  by  general  Meadows,  to  reduce  the  Cape  secret  e«- 
of  Good  Hope.     France  detached  a  portion  of  pcdiikm. 
de  Graffe's   fleet,    under   M.  de  SufFrein,    to 
countera6i  this  enterprize,  and   reinforce  the 
naval  eftablifliment  in  India.     While  commo-  i6th  Apr. 
dore  Johnftone  was  viftualling  and  watering  9°""5?r 
at  Port  Pray  a  in  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  S^cit- 
belonging  to  Portuo:al,   he   was  fuddenly  at-  tacked  hy 
tacked  by  the  French.     This  ad  of  treachery  •^^SiUfrno- 
did  not  produce  the  expefted  effeft ;  the  Eng- 
lilh,    though  unexpeftedly  affailed,  combated 
with  charaAeriftic  fpirit,    and  compelled  the 
enemy  t6  retire  with  difgrace  and%difappoint- 
ment-     They  gained,  however,  the  advantage 
of  fecuring  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

By  the  accidental  capture  of  a  Dutch  Eaft  J^"** 
Indiaman,    the   commodore  acquired   intelli-  e'jSioJS 
^ence  that  five  valuable  fliips  were  lying  in  Sal-  men  takes, 
danha  Bay.     On  his  approach,  they  were  fet  on  J«ly. 
fire,  but  theflames  being  extinguiflied,  fourwere 
taken,  and  the  Middleburgh  alone  defl;royed. 

An   expedition   haftily  formed  from  Fort  Aoguf. 
Marlborough,   on  the  coaft  of  Sumatra,   re-  J^^^SS* 
duced  all  the  Dutch  fettlements  on  that  ifland ;  placet 
Negapatam,  in  the  Tanjore  country,  was  taken  **^*"' 
after  an  aftive  fiege  by  Sir  Heftor  Monro;  "Jh^J^^^ 
and,  early  in  the  enfuing  year.    Sir  Edward  jan.  171*. 
Hughes,  withafmall  detachment  of  fepoys  and 
artillery  men,  ftormed  the  fort  of  Trincomale, 
on  the  ifland  of  Ceylon. 

The  arrival  of  de  SufFrein,  and  the  indefa-  AnWsA  of 
ti;|able  exertions  of  the  French,  in  fending  out  jhcEn^i*<k 
reinforcements  to  their    African  fettlements,  **"*  '^^ 
afforded  flattering  hopes  of  crushing  the  Britiili 

power. 
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CHAP,  power.  On  the  return  of  commodore  Jdbn^ 
J^^  ftone  to  Europe,  his  fquadron  was  committed 
i7t3*  to  captain  Alms,  when  a  tempeft  feparated  and 
difabled  feveral  of  the  fliips,  and  the  Hannibal, 
of  fifty  guns,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  remainder,  coniifling  of  the  Hero  of  ft- 
venty-four,  the  Monmouth  of  fixty-four,  and 
the  Ifis  of  fifty  guns^  joined  Sir  Edward  Hughe$ 

sfrEcbiwd  ^"  *^^  ^P^^  r^^d  ^f  Madras.  M.  de  Suflxein, 
Hughes  unapprized  of  their  arrival,  bore  down  to  at- 
tack the  Englilh  fleet,  with  twelve  fail  of  the 
line,  fix  frigates,  and  eight  large  tranlports^ 
but  perceiving  their  augmented  force,  flood  out 
asthFeb.  to  fea,  and  the  Englifti  admiral  recaptured  five 
Englifh,  and  took  the  Laurifton,  a  French 
tranfport  of  thirteen  hundred  tons  burthen, 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  military  (lores,  thus  by  one  fortunate  ftroke, 
rendering  abortive  all  the  proje6ls  fo^aflifting 
Hyder  Ally. 

The  eftbrts  of  de  Suffrein  to  proteft  his 
convoy,  produced  an  engagement  which  was 
diftinguifhed  only  by  the  gallantry  with  which 
five  Englifli  fliips,  feparated  from  the  reft  bt 
the  weather,  repelled  the  attack  of  the  whow 
fleet.  After  repairing  his  damaged  veflTels,  and 
being  reinforced  by  two  more  from  England^ 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  again  encountered  th^ 
Frelich  admiral,  on  the  fame  day  that  Rodney 
gained  unfading  laurels  in  the  Weft-Indies. 
This  conflift  was  equally  honourable,  though 
lefs  decifive,  no  fliip  being  captured  on  either 
fide,  though  both  fleets  were  compelled  to  put 
into  port  for, repairs. 

Although  thefe  engagements  produced  no 
acceflTion  to  the  force  of  cither  party  at  fca, 
they  contributed  to  make  Hyder  Ally  defirous 
of  peace,  as  his  patience  was  exhauiled  by 
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awaiting  the  delufive  promifes  of  France,  and  chap. 
his  notions  of  Britifh  fuperiority  greatly  en-  y^J^^, 
hanced  by  the  difplay  of  valour  and  flciU  in     i;**-  ' 
fuch  difproportioned  encounters.    The  French 
drained  every  nerve  to  efface  thefe  impreffions, 
by  ftrengthening  their  force  at  Cuddalore,  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  while  the  fleet,  re- 
paired, re-vi6tualleci,  newly  manned,  and  aug- 
mented, ^again  challenged  the   Britiih  com- 
mander to  an  encounter.     Sir  Edward  Hughes,  6th  jul/« 
though  inferior  in  numbers,  did  not  decline  the  '^^^  ^^ 
engagement,  which  was,  for  the  firft  time,  ge-  ***™ 
neral,  and  a  complete  viftory  Avas  almoft  gained, 
when  a  fudden  fqnall  faved  the  defeated  enemy, 
and  enabled  them  to  effe6l  a  retreat     The 
Severe,  a  French  fixty-four,  had  ftruck  her 
colours  to  the  Sultan,  but  taking  advantage  of 
the  change  in  the  wind,  treacheroufly  fired  a 
broadfide  into  the  Englifh  ihip,  and  rejoined 
the  French  fleet  without  colours  flying.    This 
violation  of  the  laws  of  war  was  feebly  vindi- 
cated by  de  SufFrein,  and  fubfequently  by  the 
French  government. 

Both  fleets  were  again  reinforced,  and  the  Ao^ft. 
French  retaining  a  confiderable  fuperiority,  re-  Tnnc©- 
captured  Trincomale.      Sir  Edward  Hughes  captund. 
made  great  exertions  for  the  relief  of  the  for- 
trefs,  but  arrived  too  late ;  he  fought,  however, 
another  engagement  with  the  French  admiral ;  3d  Sept. 
the  fuperior  ft:ill  of  the  Britifli  fleet  more  than  ??!J™^ 
counterpoifed  the  difference  of  force ;  the  ac-  *^"*"^* 
tion  was  unufually  bloody,  and  de  Suifrein 
again  owed  his  fafety  to  flight ;  he  broke  fix 
of  his  captains,    and  fent  them  prifoners  to 
Mauritius. 

No  further  tranfaflion  of  moment  occurred  sim  of 
between  the  European  powers  during  the  re-  Cuddafere. 
mainder  of  the  year,  and  their  ne^^t  campaign 
roL.  111.  u  M  was 
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CHAP,  was  chiefly  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Cudda- 
^^*    lore,   which  was   valiantly  defended  by   the 
iy«5.     marquis  de  Buffy,  and  aflailed  with  great  fkill 
asthjunc*  and  valour  by  general  Stuart.     The  Engliih 
RWi  en-*  fleet  was  at  this  time  reduced  to  a  miferable 
gagement.  Condition   by  the  fcurvy,    but   Sir  Edward 
Hughes  did  not  decline  a  fifth  and  laft  encoun* 
ter  with  his  old  antagonift,  it  was  fought  at 
a  great  diftance,  and,  like  the  preceding,  ter- 
minated without  a  capture.** 
Naval  c^.       The  united  enemies  of  Great  Britain  threat- 
E^pc!"    ^^^<^y  by  a  combination  of  their  marine  forces 
ill  Europe,  to  ruin  commerce  and  defolate  the 
countr}\     But  thefe  menaces,  however  loudly 
founded,  were  rendered  abortive  by  the  vigi- 
lance and  valour  difplayed  by  the  Englifli  na- 
val commanders,  in  preventing  the  jundion  of 
isthApr.  thehoftilefquadrons,  AdmimlBarriogton,  hav- 
Sundry'     ^^S  ^^Lilcd  from  Portfmouth  with  twelve  ihips 
captures,    of  the  line,  met  the  French  fleet  at  a  fmall 
dillance  from  Uihant,  commenced  a  chafe,  and 
took  twelve  tranfports,  with  a  great  number  of 
troops.     Captain  Jar\-is,  now  earl  St.  Vincent, 
in  the  Foudroyant,  of  feventy-four  guns,  en- 
countered le  Pegafe,  of  equal  force,  and  after  a 
fpirited  though  fhort  engagement,  compdled 
her  to  ftrike.     The  moft  remarkable  circum- 
ftance  of  tiie  a6lion  was  the  difparity  of  lofc; 
the  French  having  more  than  eighty  men  killed, 
while  the  Foudroyant  had  only  three  or  four 
wounded,  and  tot  one  flain.  .  The  prize,  re- 
duced to  a  mbre. wreck,  was  committed  to  the 
charge  of  ciaptairi  Maitland,   of  the  Queen^ 
ulio,  in  cot^d lifting 'her  to  Eng^nd,  captured 
the  Aftionnaire,  a  fixty-four,  but  armed e»^i«ft; 

h  Forlliells  ^a^Ca^ions*  I  have  coxiTuIted  the  Gaxettch.  MRS* 
tlvci  of  orders,,  ancl  meinou'S  of  the  war  in  Alia* 
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conveying  a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  ord-   chap. 
nance   ftores,    and  feveral   chefts   of  money.    ^^^ 
Captain  Jarvis  was  rewarded  with  the   Order     1782. 
of  the  Bath.  »9^  ^«y- 

Barrington  being  obliged  by  ftrefs  of  The  Dutch 
weather  to  return  to  port,  admiral  Kempenfelt,  ^°*"*^"* 
with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  repaired  to  the  flation 
he  had  quitted,  whi^le  lord  Howe,  with  a  fqua* 
dron  of  twelve  fail,  terrified  the  Dutch  into  a 
relinquiihmept  of  their  defigns  on  the  Baltic 
and  northern  trade  of  Great  Britain. 

Meanwhile,   de  Guichen  had  formed  a  Junaioa 
junction  at  Cadiz  with  the  Spanifti  fleet,  under  p^^^hand 
Don  Louis  de  Cordova;  their  united  fquadron,  Sptniih 
amounting  to  twenty-five  fail  of  the  line,  occu-  ^^^^ 
pied  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  having  in  their  ^*JJ]JJ^^| 
cruize  captured  eighteen  veffelsof  the  outward-  Newfound* 
bound  Quebec  and  Newfoundland  fleets :  But  ^^  ^^** 
lord  Howe  being  returned  from  his  expedition  Trade  pro- 
againfi  the    Dutch,  accompliflied,  with  only  SrdHowe. 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  the  arduous  taflc  of  pro- 
telling  the  homeward-bound  Jamaica  trade; 
and  thus  an  inferior  naval  force  baffled  all  the 
proje£ls  of  fo  mighty  a  combination. 

But  what  the  enemy  could  liot  efteft  to  *ateof^ 
the  prejudice  of  the  Britiih  marine,   the  ele*-  ^^^* 
ments  in  their  unfparing  fury  accompliihed. 
Some  of  the  great  prizes  made  by  Rodney  and 
Hood  on  the  glorious  twelfth  and  nineteenth 
of  April,  were  difpatched  with  EngUfh  ihips  to 
convoy  the  homeward-bound  trade.     On  this  «othJune. 
fleet,   fell  the  fevered  rigours  of  one  of  the 
moft  tempeftuous  fummers  ever  experienced. 
The  Ville  de  Paris,  Centaur,  Glorieux,  He6lor, 
and  Ratnillies,  foundered  under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  merchant  veffels  fufiained 
a  proportionate  damage.     The  horror  of  thefe  Lofsoftof 
mtsfortuaes  was  aggravated  by  an  accident  at  ^^y^ 

M  M  2  home,     *^^**' 
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CHAF.  home,   which  roufed   the   fympathies  of  the 
■    nation  by  a  refiftlefs  appeal.     Lord  Howe,  re- 


'^•**  turning  from  his  well-conduded  cruize  againft 
the  united  fleets,  urged  with  the  utmoft  cele- 
rity the  equipment  of  a  fquadron  for  the  relief 
»9th  Aug.  of  Gibraltar.  The  Royal  George,  of  a  hundred 
and  eight  guns,  one  of  the  (hips  deftined  for  this 
fervice,  was  placed  in  an  inclined  pofition  for 
the  purpofe  of  flopping  a  leak,  when  a  fudden 
fquall  of  wind  intirely  overfet  her,  and  buried 
in  the  ocean  the  brave  veteran,  admiral  Kern- 
penfelt,  and  nearly  a  thoufand  failors,  marines^ 
^omcn,  and  children.  A  viflualler  which  lay 
alongfide,  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
occafioned  by  the  fubmerfion  of '  fo  large  a 
•  body,  and  it  was  fome  time  ere  the  fmall  craft 
could  be  employed  in  aflifting  thofe  who  ef- 
caped  the  general  calamity.  Not  more  than 
three  hundred  were  faved,  and  the  national 
humanity  was  honourably  difplayed  by  an  am- 
ple fttbfcription  for  the  relatives  of  thofe  who 
periihed. 

This  accident  did  not,  however,  impede  the 

preparations    for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  the 

fiege  of  which  engaged  the  attention  of  all 

Europe. 

i>*i.         f*^^  fome  days  after  the  deftru6lion  of  their 

Progrcfi     works,  by  the  well-judged  fortie  in  178],  the 

of  cTitoS!  Spaniards  did  not  even  attempt  to  extinguifli 

tar.  the  fmoaking  ruins,   but  feemed  ftupified  by 

furprife.    Recoverinig,  however,  from  their  con- 

ilernation,  they  laboured  with  increaiing  affi- 

duity,  and  again  conftru£led  very  formidable 

approaches.  The  bombardment  continued  with 

various  degrees  of  vigour,  and  was  anfwered 

by   correfponding  efforts  from  the   garrifoB. 

*^^7i2.  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  capture  of  Minorca,  the  due  de 
DcCriUon  Crillon,  With  twcuty  thoufand  French  and 
ci^nm^ndt.  Spanifli 
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Spaniih  troops,  joined  the  befiegers,  and  ahumed  C  H  A  p. 
the  command.    The  garrifon  received  infor-  ^I^ 
mation  of  thefe  circumftances,  apd  of  the  in-     «7«»- 
tention  of  the  enemy  to  make  their  principal 
attack  by  fea,  with  battering  fliips  of  a  new 
conftruftion,  calculated  to  refift  the  effe6i:  of 
fliells,  and  even  of  red-hot  cannon  balls.     They 
difplayed  no  alarm  at  thefe  tidings,  nor  at  the 
view  of  the  formidable  preparations  in  the  port 
of  Algeziras;  confidence  and  alacrity  generally 
prevailed,  and   the  privates  even  volunteerecl    - 
extra  fervices  to  aflift  the  artillery  corps.     In 
the  adverfe  camp,  fear  and  diftruft  were  dif- 
fufed,  delufive  affarances,  encouraging  promifea, 
threats  and  punifhments,  were  infufficient  to 
deter  large  parties  from  defertion  into  the  coun- 
try, and  individuals  into  the  garrifon.     The 
vigilance  and  judgment  of   Elliot  pervaded 
every  part  of  his  command,  and  the  confidence 
of  thofe  under  him  rofe  in  proportion ;  they  fuf-  J«nfc 
tained  with  unfbaken  intrepidity  the  tremen- 
dous and  now  unceafing  cannonade,  returning 
a  well  direfted  fire,  which  often  deftroyed  the 
artillery,  and  demolilhed  fome  works  of  the 
befiegers. 

The  due  de  Crillon  had  formerly  com- Confti-uc* 
manded  in  the  Spaniih  lines  before  Gibraltar,  ^^^^ 
and  was  perfedlv  acquainted  with  the  ftate  b^«. 
of  the  garrifon;  his  operations  were  aililled  by 
M.  d'Ari^on,  an  able  engineer,  and  Don  Juan  de 
Moreno  conduced  the  fleet.    The  batterings 
ihips,  invented  by  d'Ar^on,  were  vaunted  as 
impregnable  and  incombufiible.     They  were 
fortifi&d  to  the  thicknefs  of  fix  or  fcven  feet 
on  the  larboard  fide,  with  great  timbers  bolted 
with  iron,  cork,  junk,  and  raw  hides;  they 
carried  guns  of  heavy  metal,  and  were  bomb 
proof  at  tlie  top,  tlie  ropf  being  conftrufted 

M  M  s  with 


534 

CHAiP. 
XLIV. 


July. 


Prepara- 
tions for 


8  th  Sept. 


9th  and 
loth. 

Attack  by 
Un4. 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

with  a  defcent  for  the  ihells  to  Aide  off,  termed* 
in  military  phrafe,  ct  dos  d'atie.  Teu  of  thefe 
formidable  floating  towers  the  enemy  defigned 
to  moor  within  half  gun-fliot  of  the  walls  with 
iron-chains,  while  large  boats,  with  mantlets 
formed  with  hinges  to  fall  down  and  facilitate 
landing,  -were  to  be  placed  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
full  of  troops,  to  take  advantage  of  occurrences. 
Forty  thoufand  men  were  to  be  placed  in 
the  camp,  but  the  principal  attack  was  to  be 
made  by  fea,  and  covered  by  a  fquadron  of 
men  of  war,  with  bomb-ketches,  floating  batte- 
ries, gun  and  mortar  boats.  Such  were  the 
preparations  in  which  the  enemy  fondly  relied, 
and  which  they  loudly  boafted  were  fufficient 
to  beat  the  fortifications  to  powder. 

For  fome  time  after  the  floating  batteries 
were  complete,  the  grand  aflault  M'as  deferred, 
the  interval  being  employed  in  preparing  and 
making  additions  to  the  approaches  by  land. 
Elliot  was  w4th  equal  activity  engaged  in  the 
means  of  defence,  among  the  moft  confpicuous 
of  which  was  a  copious  diftribution  of  furnaces 
and  grates,  for  heating  cannon  balls.*  He  had 
a  few  days  before  the  decifive  aflault,  a  pleafing 
prefage  of  their  general  efFeft,  by  burning  one 
of  the  moil  prominent  and  befl  defended  works 
of  the  befiegers. 

This  event  precipitated  the  grand  attack; 
the  due  de  Crillon,  alarmed  for  the  fate  of  the 
remaining  works,  opened  his  batteries  in  an 
unfin idled  (late,  and  maintained  an  inceifant 
cannonade  from  a  hundred  and  feventy  pieces 
of  ordnance,  of  the  largeft  calibre.    The  Ihips 


<  In  JafHce  to  Sir  Robert  Boyd,  it  ibould  be  ODmmeiTiorated,tIiat 
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of  war,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  alfo  annoyed  the  chap. 
garrifon  and  the  town.     In  the  fpace  of  two   ^^^ 
days,  five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-      «78». 
feven  fhot,  and  two  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  two  iliells,  wer«  expended  from  the  land 
batteries  alone,  to  whicli  the  garrifon  returned 
only  a  few  rounds,  againft  working  parties  em- 
ployed in  repairs. 

The  next  day  produced  a  ftill  more  vigo-nthand 
rous  difcharge,  and  on  the  enfuing  morning,  "^**  ^'P^' 
the  garrifon  beheld   the    combined  fleets   of 
France  and  Spain,  anchored  in  the  Bay  be- 
tween the  Orange  Grove  and  Algeziras, 

Th  e  force  of  the  enemy  was  oftentatioufly  Natal 
paraded  before  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon,  as  if  ^«»rccoftho 
intended  to  unnerve  their  exertions  by  terror^  ^^^^ 
and  an  armament  more  calculated  to  produce 
that  eiFefil,  was   never  perhaps   drawn  forth. 
Eortv-feven  fail  of  the  line,  ten  invincible  haU 
tenng  fliips,  carrying  two  hundred  and  twelve 
guns,    numerous    frigates,    xebeques,    bomb- 
ketches,  cutters,  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with 
fmaller  craft  for  the  purpofe  of  difembarkation, 
were  affembled  in  the  fiay.     On  the  land  fide  Land 
were  ftupendous  batteries  and  works,  mounting  ^^^^^* 
two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and 
protefted  by  an  anny  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
commanded  by  a  vi6iorious  and  aflive  general^ 
and  animated  by  the  prefence  of  two  princes 
of  the  blood,  a  number  of  officers  of  the  firft 
difiinftion,  and  the  general  expedation  of  the 
world. 

To  this  prodigious  force  was  oppofed,  a  gar-  Pbra.of 
rifon  of  feven  thoufand  effedive  men,  includ-  ^^^  «""" 
ing  the  marine  brigade,  with  only  eighty  can- 
non, feven  mortars,  and  nine  Howitzers.     A 
prevalent  fenfe  of  the  impoi-tance  of  the  fiation, 
and  the  glory  which  would  redound  from  the 

31  M  4  defeat 
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CHAP,  defeat  of  fo  powerful  a  foe,  raifed  entliuiiaftic 
xLiv.     ardour;   and  the  encouragement  the  enemy 
^%%^   might  derive  from  afting  under  the  eyes  of  the 
offspring  of  their  fovereigns,  was  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  affeftion  which  the 
garrifon  felt  towards  thofe  officers,  who  had  fo 
long  fhared  with  them  every  hardfliip,  toil,  and 
privation,    and  whofe  affability,    moderation, 
and  juftice,  made  all   confider  thcmfelves  a 
family,  a    "  band  of  brothers."     They  anti- 
cipated with  animated  confidence  the  arrival 
of  that  day  which  would  relieve  them  from 
the  tedious  cruelty  of  a  blockade. 
DthSept.       Having  made  requifite* preparations  for  re- 
Sudf.       fiftance,  Elliot  fuffered  the  battering  fliips  to 
range  themfelves  in  order,  the  neareft  nine 
hundred,  the  moll  remote  about  twelve  hundred 
yards  from  the  walls.     At  three  quarters  after 
nine  o'clock,  the  cannonade  commenced ;  the 
enemy  were  completely  moored  in  lefs  than 
ten  minutes,  and  the  fpedators  who  crowded 
the  neighbouring  hills,  witneffed  a  continued 
difcharge  on  the  garrifon  from  four  hundred 
pieces  of  the  heavidl  artil  lery .  ^    The  battering 
fhips  were  found  to  be  not  lefs  formidable  than 
they  were  reprefented.     Againft  them,  the  gar- 
rifon direfted  their  whole  exertion,  regardleteof 
annoyance  from  the  land  batteries,  but  they 
obferved  with  ailonilhment  that  the  heavieli 
ihells  rebounded  fiom  their  tops,  while  thirty- 
two  pound  fhot  made  no  vifible  impreffion 
on  their  hulls :  a  momentary  fire  was  always 
extinguifhed  by  the  application  of  water.    The 
difappointment  of  tneir  firil  exertions  -only 
ilimulated  the  garrifon  to  greater  vigour ;  incef- 

k  The  garrifon  afterwards  leaned  with  fatisfaftion  that  at  tfaii 
crifis  the  Moon  at  Tangier  repaired  to  their  mofflues  and  oficied  uf 
fcnrcni  fuppUcatioiw  for  the  delifcrance  of  their  old  aliics. 

iant 
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fant  fliowers  of  red-hot  balls ;  carcalfes,  and  flielb  chap. 
flew  from  all  quarters ;  the  mads  of  feveral  (hips    xuv.^ 
were  ihot  away,  and  in  the  afternoon,  the  floatr    ^Qf 
ing  batteries  began  to  exhibit  fyniptoms  that 
the  (kill  difplayed  in  their  conflrudion  could 
not  withftand  the  furious  cannonade  to  which 
they  were  expofed.     The  cojifufion  on  Iboard 
the  admiral's  battering  ihip  and  her  fecond,  and 
the  increafing  fmoke,  demonftrated  that  com- 
buftion  raged  unfubdued ;  in  the  evening  their 
firing  was  confiderably  abated,  and  before  eight 
o'clock  it  had  intirely  ceafed,  except  from  the 
two  remoteil  floating  batteries,  which  liad  fuf- 
tained  and  could  effedl  the  lead  injury. 

During  the  night,  the  cannonade  from  the  Deibiic-* 
garrifon  was  alfo  aoated,  from  theneceffity  of  J^^-^** 
allowing  repofe  to  the  wearied  artillery-men,  battoici 
and  the  impoflibilitv  of  direding  the  guns 
with  certain  efteft,     'this  interval  was  renderelfl 
awful  by  the  iignalsof  diftrefs  thrown  up  from 
the  Spanifli  fleet,  and  the  indiflinfl  clamour, 
the  lamentable  cries,  and  agonizing  groans 
which  proceeded  from  every  quarter.    A  little 
before  midnight  a  wreck  with  twelve  men,  the 
furvivors  out  of  threefcore,  floating  in,  apprized 
the  garrifon  that  they  had  gained  fome  advan* 
tage,  but  at  one  o'clock  they  faw  with  joy  the 
efte^  of  their  perfeverance,  and  the  termination 
of  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  in  the  flames  which 
burfl.at  once  from  every  part  of  the  admiral's 
battering  fliip,  w)iile  another  to  the  fouthward 
burnt  as  fatally,< though  with  lefs  fury. 

The  hght  of  the  conflagration  enabled  the  t4tiiScft 
garrifon  to  dire^  their  artillery  with  unerring  ^JtSm 
aim,  and  the  calmnefs  of  the  fea  permitted  of  captain 
captain  Curtis,  *  with  his  gun  boats,  to  flank  C"«»* 

» 

1  He  recetTcdUit  occaConal  nuk  of  bri^ier. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  battering  {hips,  and  intercept  afliftance.  At 
^f^]^  four  o'clock,  fix  other  floating  batteries  u-ere 
^^%^.  in  flames  ;  'all  hope  of  aflifting  the  failors  was 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  but  Britifh  humanity 
was  glorioufly  exercifed  in  this  tremendons 
crifis. ,  Captain  Curtis,  with  the  marine  bri- 
gade, aAively  feconded  by  captain  Sir  Charles 
Knowles  of  the  navy,  was  indefatigable  in  his 
eflforts  to  refcue  the  miferable  wretches,  no 
longer  confidered  as  foes,  from  the  difmal  alter- 
native of  meeting  death  .in  flames,  or  in  the 
waves.  The  gallant  Curtis  exerted  his  pious 
bravery  till  the  explofion  of  a  floating  battery 
imminently  endangered  his  own  life  and  Ihole 
of  his  followers,  and  he  gained  the  immortal 
glory  of  refcuing  from  the  grafp  of  death 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  of  his  f&Uow 
creatures. 

The  deftrudion  of  eight  battering  Ihips  re- 
moved evciy  alarm  from  the  ffarrifon,  and 
hopes  were  entertained  of  faving  the  two  which 
remained  as.  trophies,  but  one  fuddenly  burfi 
into  flames  and  blew  up,  and  after  a  furvey,  it 
was  found  neceflary  to  bum  the  other.*  The 
lofs  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  prifouers,  was 
calculated  at  two  thoufand,  while  the  garrifon> 
in  fo  furious  an  attack,  had  only  one  oflScer, 
two  fubaltems,  and  thirteen  privates  killed,  and 
five  officers  and  fixty-threc  privates  wounded. 
The  damage  fuflained  by  the  fortfefs  itfelf  was 
fo  fmall,  that  the  whole  fea  line  was  put  in  fer- 
viceable  order  before  night.  -'' 
TttWxc  The  failure  of  this  unparalleled  attack  drew 

hoDourt  to  Qj^  thofc  who  had  fo  confidently  vaunted  of 

ton.  o,  'pj^g  deftru5lioii  of  thcfe  battering  fliips  has  been  imputed  to  the 

thiclcnefs  of  the  timber;  the  red-hot  balls  lodged  tn  the  fides,  and  it  was 
impoflible  to  get  at,  remove,  or  quench  them.  If  the  fides  of  the  ftmis 
had  been  of  the  ordinary  thicknefs,  and  the  red-hot  (hot  had  pafled 
thi'CQgli,  they  might  not  have  been  burnt. 

certain 
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certain  fuccefs,  the  ridicule  of  their  own  coun-  c  h  a  p« 
tiymen,  as  well  as  of  all  foreign  nations,  while  >J^I^I^ 
the  applaufe  of  Elliot  and  his  brave  aflbciates     i7«»* 
was  univerfally  celebrated  in  a  tone  fo  full  and 
clear,  as  to  filence  even  envy  and  detra6lion. 
The  officers  and  privates  of  the  garrifon  were  nth  and 
gratified  with  the  thanks  of  parliament ;  general  »3^  ^^*** 
Elliot  received  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  with  which 
he  was  invefted  by  deputation  on  the  fpot  which 
he  had  preferved,  and  dignified  by  his  condu6l 
and  prowefs.     He  was  atterwards  raifed  to  the 
peerage  by  the  title  of  baron  Heathfield,  en- 
riched with  apenfion  granted  by  parliament,  and 
his  paternal  arms  were  enlarged  by  adding  thofe 
of  thfe  fortrefs  he  had  fo  ably  defended. 

Two   days  only  before  the  grand   attack,  ntfaSepL 
lord  Howe  failed  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  i-ordHowe 
with  thirty-four  fhips  of  the  line  and  fome  fri-  Gibraltarj 
gates.     On  his  arrival,  a  tremendous  hurricane  loth  oa. 
difperfed  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  drove  on  fhore, 
under  the  guns  of  Gibraltar,  the  St.  Michael 
of  feventy-four  guns,  while  the  Britifli  fquadron 
weathered  the  ftorm  uninjured.  The  next  morn-  "tlu 
ing  they  entered  the  firaights  in  line  of  battle, 
and  landed  their  ilores  with  fifteen  hundred 
barrels  of  gunpowder.    The  enemy,  with  fixty- 
four  fail,  of  which  forty-two  were  of  the  line, 
kept  in  fight  of  the  Britifh  fleet  for  fome  days, 
but  though  they  always  had  the  option,   no 
fuperiority  of  ftrength  or  advantage  of  wind 
could  tempt  them  to  hazard  more  thati  a  partial 
a6tion,  and  the  grand  fleet  returned  fafely  and 
profperoufly. 

The  further  profecution  of  the  fiege  affords 
no  circumftance  worthy  of  particular  notice.* 

f  From  Dxiiikwater  and  the  Gazettet. 

The 
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The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  had  great 


influence  on  the  negotiations  for  peace.  On 
the  reiignation  of  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  Mr. 
Grenviile  quitted  Paris,  and  the  new  cabinet 
appointed  Mr.  Fitzherbert  in  his  ftead.  The 
French  miniftry  ftill  temporizing,  delivered  only 
vague  and  inexplicable  propofals,  and  their 
agents  infiduoufly  excited  the  pride  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  imperial  courts,  on  the  fuppofed 
contempt  which  Great  Britain  had  ihewn  to- 
wards their  mediation.  In  the  courfe  t)f  the 
fummer,  however,  the  failure  of  the  attempts 
againft  the  profperity  of  England  in  India  be- 
.  came  apparent.  The  emprefs  of  Ruffia  was 
conciliated  by  reafons  afiigned  for  the  anfwer 
to  the  injinuation  verhale;  her  ambition  pointed 
in  a  diredtion  remote  from  the  quarrels  between 
ScptemUr.  Great  Britain  and  the  confederate  powers;  and 
before  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  France  began  to 
conduct  the  negotiation  in  a  manner  which  pro- 
snifed  a  favourable  concluiion.  Her  terms, 
though  too  lofty  for  admiffion,  M^ere  clear  and 
definitive,  and  after  the  failure  at  Gibraltar, 
fhe  was  earneft  in  perfuading  Spain  to  renounce 
all  hopes  of  obtaming  that  fortrefs  by  treaty. 
The  French  government  obferved,  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  treaty,  a  cautious  fecrecy ; 
their  own  embaffadors,  and  even  thofe  of  the 
moft  friendly  courts,  were  excluded  from  all 
information. 

The  unauthentic  intelligence  publiihed  on 
the  fubjeiS,  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  the 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
in  which,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  mif- 
chiefs  occafioned  by  fpeculations  in  the  funds, 
he  announced  that  the  negotiations  promifed 
a  dccifive  concluiion,  either  for  peace  or  war, 

and 
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and  that  parliament  would  on  that  account  be 

porogued  from  the  twenty-fixth  of  November, 

the  intended  day  of  meeting,  to  the  fifth  of     178a, 
December. 

Even  at  this  period,  minifters  could  not  form 
a  decifivc  opinion  on  the  final  event.      The. 
treaty  with  France  was  mod  advanced,  but 
that  crafty  power  held  the  ultimate  decifion. 
in  her  own  hands.     If  really  difpofed  to  make 
peace,  ilie  could  influence  Spain  and  Holland; 
if  otherwife,   fhe  could   throw  on  them  the 
blame  of  continuing  hoftilities.     Mr.  Fitzher-  30*  Nor. 
bert  fucceeded,  however,  by  his  ability  and  J^lj^^i 
judgm^nt,^  in  obtaining  from  the  Americkn  A^d^ 
commiflioners  the  fignature  of  provifional  arti*f 
clcs.* 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the  effort?  State  of 
of  party  were  exerted  witn  uncommon  induftry  ?*""•• 
to  mtereft  the  public  in  the  caufe  of  thofe  who 
cxpefted  or  poflefled  the  direction  of  aiiairs. 
The  curiofity  to  afcei-taiu  the  precife  caufes  of  jui^. 
-the  late  furprifing  change  in  the  cabinet,  was  only 
gratified  by  partial  ftatements  and  general  run 
mours.  Mr.  Fox  declared  in  parliament,  that 
he  had  fome  time  before  the  death  of  the  marquis 
of  Rockingham,  refolved  to  refign,-  from  an  im- 
poiTibility  of  concurring  in  the  opinions  and 
iyfiems  of  lord  Shelburne ;  many  complaints 
were  made,  though  not  fupported  by  Ipecific 
allegations,  of  the  predominating  influence  of 
that  minifter's  counfels,  which  drove  his  late 
colleagues  from  ofiice ;  but  neither  the  crimi- 
nation nor  the  defence  of  the  new  cabinet  af- 
forded authentic  infight  into  the  motives  of 
difunion.  The  kingdom  was  divided  into  three 
parties,  who  defended  and  attacked  with  equal 

0  From  correfpond^nce  and  private  iDforroatiODt 

zeal 
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CHAP.  2fat  and  acrimony.  The  a6b  of  the  late  admi- 
SiJZl  niftration  were  reviewed  with  afperity,  not  more 
*  i7«i.  J)y  thofe  who  coniidered  their  reforms  too  vio- 
lenty  than  by  thofe  who  had  formed  exagge- 
rated hopes  from  their  promifes,  and  thought 
they  had  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  to  which 
they  had  given  birth.'  The  fincerity  of  the 
minifiry  in  the  negotiations  for  peace^  was 
queftioned  by  both  parties  in  oppofition,  and 
the  adherents  of  lord  North  feemed  allured 
that  the  colliiion  of  opinions,  and  expofition 
of  the  views  of  thofe  who  had  excluded  him 
from  power,  would  effed  a  chanee  in  the 
public  opinioin  beneficial  to  hi^  laniie,  and 
gratifying  to  their  hopes.  ^ 

f  See  particulars  of  a  convtr&tion  at  the  anniveriary  of  Fox's 
de6lion.    Remembrancer^  vol.  xiv.  p.  290. 

H  Gibboo  fays  t  a  certain  late  (ecretary  of  Irdand,  reckons  the 
kmle  of  comnMns  thus  e  Minffter  one  hundred  and  forty,  Rcynanl 
ninety,  jSoreas  one  hvndrod  and  twenty,  the  reft  unknown  or  uacer* 
tain.  The  laft  of  the  three,  by  felf  or  agents,  talks  too  much  of 
Abfenee,  neutrality,  moderation.  I  ftill  think  he  will  difcard  the 
i;ame.    Set  Gibbon^a  mifceUaneous  Works,  vol .  i.  p.  s^  i  • 
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CHAPTER    THE    FORTY-FIFTH: 

1782  — 178  3- 

» 

Meeting  of  parliament  —  Debates  on  the  ad^ 
drefs.  —  Recefs.  —  Preliminaries  of  Peace 

Jigned.  —  Subftance  of  the  treaties.  —  Ame-^ 
rica.  —  Prance.  —  Spain.  -^Cejfation  ofhof 
tilities  with  Holland.  —  Affairs  of  Ireland. 

.^'—Coalition  of  lord  North  with  Mr.  Fos.  — 
Debates  oti  the  preliminaries  of  peace '^  which 
are  difappro^ed  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  — 
Refignation  of  lord  Shelbume.  •^  Parliament 
tary  reflections  on  the  coalition.  ^^^SenfatUm 

.  of  the  public.  —  Miniflerial  interregnum.^"^ 
Motions  on  the  fubject.  —  New  miniflry.  — • 
Commercial  intercourfe  with  America  regu^ 
lated.  —  Debates  on  the  loan  and  receipt  tax. 
—  Economical  reforms.  —  Pitt's  motion  for 
a  reform  of  parliament.  —  Firft  petition  for 
aboiijhing  the flave  trade — Separate  eJiabU/h" 
mefit  of  the  prince  of  Wales.  —  Cloje  of  the 
Seffion.  —  General  peace. 

Qn  the  day  appointed,  the  king  addrefledto  chap. 
parliament  a  fpeech  of  uncommon  length.  viL^ 
He  ftated  his  exertions  for  a  general  pacifica-  J^^ 
lion,  in  purfuit    of  which  he  had  exercifed  Meedn^' 
the  powers  vefted  in  him  by  the  legillaturc,  and  o^p»i»» 
offered  to  declare  the  American  colonies  free  IT*^^ 
and  independent  flates,  by  an  article,  to  be  in^  rpe^ii. 
ferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace.     **  In  thus  ad- 
mitting their  feparation  from  the  crown  of 
Britain,"  hefaid,  "  I  have  fecrificed  every  con- 

iideration 
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CrtAP.  fi<J€ration  of  my  own  to  the  wiflies  and  opioTOtt 
XLV.  of  my  people.  I  make  it  my  humble  and  ear- 
\y\^  ncft  prayer  to  Almighty  God'i^that  Great  Bri- 
tain may  not  feel  the  evils^  which  might  refult 
from  fo  great  a  difmemberment  of  the  empire ; 
and  that  America  may  be  free  from  thofe  cala- 
mities which  have  formerly  proved  in  the  mo- 
ther-country how  effential  monarchy  is  to  the 
eiijoyment  of  conftitutional  liberty.  Religion 
—language — intereft — affeAions,  may,  and  I 
hope  will  yet  prove  a  bond  of  pennanent  union 
between  the  two  countries :  to  this  end,  neither 
attention  nor  difpofition  ihall  be  wanting  on 
xnypart." 

Among  many  other  topics,  the  fpeech  men- 
tioned the  valiant  exertions  of  the  army  and 
navy,  the  favourable  ftate  of  the  negotiations, 
the  reforms  in  economy  which  woulci  be  necef- 
fcry  at  home,  and  the  attention  which  muft 
be  employed  in  the  government  of  Ireland  and 
of  India. 
Debate  on      The  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
ibtaddrefs.  moved  by  Mr.  Philip  Yorke,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Bankes.     No  direO:  oppofition  was  made; 
but  Fox  objefted  to  the  mode  of  granting 
American  independence,  and  dated  that  a  dif- 
ference in  opinion  with  the  prefent  minifters  on 
that  fubjeft,  had  induced  him  to  quit  the  cabi- 
net.    He  was  inclined  "  to  recognize  the,  inde- 
;    pendence  of  America  in  the  firft  inftance,  and 
not  to  referve  it  as  the  condition  of  peace  ;'* 
lord  Shelburne,  he  faid,  had  fully,  though  re- 
.     Iu6lantly,  agreed  in  this  principle;  but  after- 
wards fvv^erving  from  it,  occafioned  the  divifion 
of  the  cabinet 

Lord  North  did  not  agree  with  Fox,  that 
•   the  independency  of  America  ought  to  be  fur- 
rendered  without  an  equivalent.    The  country, 

he 
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hf  faid,  was  not  reduced  to  the  abjeft  fituation  chap, 
of  accepting  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  the  enemy     xtv. 
might  think  fit  tq  offer :  the  houfe  would  be   \^^^^ 
.unanimous  in  demanding  an  honourable  peace, 
or  a  vigorous  war.     He  would  not  oppofe  the 
addrefs,  but  referved  the  right  of  objeding  to 
the  provifional  treaty  when  produced  to  par- 
liament 

fiuRK£  decried  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
as  a  dangerous  fpecies  of  delufion  and  infinua- 
tion,  a  colle^ion  of  unmeaning  profeflions^  and 
of  undeferved  felf-praifes ;  yet  he  expreffed  his 
readinefs  to  thank  his  majefty  for  concluding 
a  provifional  agreement  which  ended  the  Ame- 
rican war. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  the  addrefs  alfo  paffed  la  the 
without  a  divifion ;  a  flight  amendment,  pro-  ^^  **^ 
pofed  by  lord  Radnor,  acknowledging  with 
gratitude  the  facrifice  made  by  his  majefty  to 
the  wiflies  of  his  people,  being  unanimoufly 
adopted.  In  the  conveifation  which  took 
place,  lord  Stormont  vehemently  arraigned  the 
irrevocable  conceflion  of  independence,  to  Ame- 
rican commiflioners  ading  under  the  inipe6tiou 
and  controul  of  France.  Lord  Shelburne  de- 
nied that  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
commilfioners  were  fo  influenced,  and  aflirmed 
that  the  offer  of  independence  was  not  unqtiali- 
fied,  unconditional,  and  irrevocable.  If  France 
did  not  agree  to  peace,  independence  would 
not  be  granted. 

This  explanation  occafioned  fevere  auimad-  <th  i>«. 
verfions,  on  reporting  the  addrefs  to  the  lower  Srt!^'*" 
houfe.  Several  members  feemed  to  repent  their 
vote  of  the  preceding  day,  and  confined  their 
approbation  to  the  grant  of  American  indepen- 
dence. Burke  defcribed  the  king's  fpeech  as 
a  farrago  of  hypocrify  and  nonfenfe.     Fox  de- 

voL.  Ill*  N  K  clared 
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CHAT,  clared  that  he  detefted   and  defpifed  it ;  but 
^^y* ,   no   motion  being  made,  the    houfe  was  not 
divided. 

Other  queftions  and  refleftions  on  Ameri- 
can independence,  occafioned  debates  in  both 
•houfes,  in  which  duplicity  and  difcordancy  of 
opinion  were  imputed  to  miniftere;  but  no 
i8th.  divilion  took  place  till  Fox  moved  for  copies 
of  fuch  parts  of  the  provifional  treaty  as  related 
to  the  recognition  of  American  independence, 
founding  his  argument  on  the  diverfity  of 
language  ufed  by  minifters  in  the  various 
forms  of  communicating  inftru6lions  and  intel- 
ligence. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  tbc 
day  ;  he  was  fuppoited  by  lord  North,  and  the 
divifion  by  which  it  was  carried  demonftrated 
the  wteknefs  of  the  other  body  of  oppofition, 
who  could  only  produce  forty-fix  votes,  againft 
Sid.         *^^  hundred  and  nineteen.     In  a  few  days  the 

houfe  adjourned  for  the  Chriftmas  recefs. 
2oth  Jan.        During  this  interval  the  preliminaries  of 
Preilmlnt-  peace  were  executed  by  France  and  Spain, 
rietfigned.      AMERICA  gained  by  her  treaty  a  full  r^cog- 
of  the'tm-  ^5*5^^  of  the  thirteen  provinces  as  free,  fovereign, 
tv  with      and  independent  ftates.  The  boundaries  of  their 
Ajnerica :    territory  were  accurately,  and  for  America,  ad- 
vantageoufly  fettled.    The  people  had  liberty  to 
take  fifti  on  all  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  but 
not  to  dry  or  cure  them- in  any  of  his  majefty's 
fettled  dominions  in  America;  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Miffiffippi,  from  its  fource  to  the 
0(|ean,  was  free  to  both  parties. 

It  '  ^vas  aifo  agreed  that  congrefs  fhould  re- 
c&mmend  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpeftiv^ 
ftates,  to  provide  for  the  reftitution  of  all  efiates, 
rights,  ^id  properties  belonging  to  real  Britifli 
fubjefts,  and  to  perfons  relideot  in  diftrids  in 
*-    *  -  .  •  ■  *.  trie 
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the  king's  poflfeffion,  who  had  not  borne  arms  c  h  a  ?• 
againft  them.     All  other  perfons  were  at  liberty    ^^^^ 
to  remain  a  year  in  any  of  the  provinces,  for  the     4783. 
purpofe  of  obtaining  their  i^onfifcatcd  eftates,: 
congrefs  recommefiding  to  the  feveral  legifla- 
tures,  a  reconfideration  or  revifion  of  the  laws  of 
forfeiture,  and  a  i-eftitution  of  property,  on  pay- 
ment, by  thedifpoffefled  proprietors^  of  the  fuitis 
for  which  it  had  been  fold  to   others:'  'No 
future' confifcations  were  to  be  made,  or  profe- 
cutions  commenced  ;  but  all  prifoners,  military 
and  political,  to  be  liberated, 

By  the  treaty  with  France,  the  right  of  that  F«nceir 
nation  to  fifli  at  Newfoundland,  and  in  the  *^ 

Gulph  of  St,  Lawrence,  was  re-eftabliftfed  on 
the  fame  footing:  as  in  the  treaties  of  Utrecht        .»  ^  a 
and  Paris,  except  that,  tor  the  prevention  of       -'-^  * 
difputes,  the  limits  vi^ere  nl6re  accurately  de- 
'fined  and  reftjained.'*    St.  Pierre  atid  Miqaielon 
•were  furrendered  to  France.  .;        :'     •; 

In  the  Weft  Indies;  Gre^t  Britaii^reftored  St; 
Lucie,  and  ceded  Tobago  ;  and  France  reftored 
Grenada  with  its  dependencies,  St.  Vincent's, 
Dominica,  St.  Chriftopher's,  Nevis,  and  Mont- 
ferrat 

Great  Britain  ceded  to'France  the  river 
of  Senegal  in  Africa,  with  its  dependencies  and 
forts,  and  the  ifland  of  Goree;  retaining  the 
poffeffion  of  Fort  James,  and  the  river  Gambia. 

The  French  regained  all  their  eftablifhmehts 
in  Orifla  and  Bengal,  with  liberty  to  make  a 
<ditch  round  Chandernagore,  and  fe(iurity  for 
profecuting'^their  accuftomed  commerce  either 
by  a  company  or  individuals.  Pondicherry 
and  Caricad  M'^ere  reftored,  with  the  refer vatFon 
of  a  right  to  certain  circumjacent  depgndenciel 
The  French  alfo  regained  Mah6  and  the  Comp- 
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CHAP,  toir  of  Surat,  with  liberty  of  commerce  in  that 
XLV.     part  Qf  India. 

^Vf/       Great  Britain  abrog^ated  and  fuppreffed 
all  articlies  in  the  treaty  ot  Utrecht  relative  to 
the  demolition  of  Dunkirk: 
Spain.  ^^^  treaty  with  Spain  comprized  but  few 

obje£i:s ;  Minorca  and  £a(l  Florida  were  ceded 
by .  Gr^at  Britain,  and  the  Catholic  king  re^ 
tained  Weft  Florida,  but  guaranteed  the  un« 
molefted  right  of  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay 
of  jHondurasi.and  reftored  Providence  and  tlie 
Bahama  iflands.  * 
Tns<<«wifh  '  H0X.LAND  alfo  agreed  to  a  cefiation  of  hof- 
Hoiiand.     tilities ;  but  the  preliminaries  with  that  power 

wens  not  yet  arcanged. 
Affairs  of  A Lt HOUGH  the  pubUc  attention  was  chiefly 
Ireland,  abforbcd  by  the  terms  on  which  peace  was 
obtained,  another  objed  firft  claimed  the  inter- 
feneace  of  parliament  Since  the  repeal  of  the 
declaratory  aft  of  George  I.  the  Irifh  had  been 
initigated  to  infift  on  lurther  conceilions,  and 
cavil  at  the  reilriflions  fuppofed  to  be  implied 
in  the  laft.  When  the  abrogation  of  that  sA 
was  propofed,  Mr.  Flood  infilled  that  the  Britiih 
government  did  not  difclaim  the  principle 
.pn  which  it  was  founded,  the  renunciation 
pf  which  was  neceifary.  A  long  altercation 
^nfued  between  him  and  Mr.  Grattan,  who  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  the  Englidi  miniftry  that  a 
iimple  repeal  would  be  fufficient.  The  conteft 
did  not  much  agitate  the  public  mind^  but  the 
popular  opinion,  though  at  firft  agreeing  ivith 
that  of  Grattan,  afterwards  incline^  in  ntvour 
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*  Sm  the  preliminary  treaties>  and  frovifional  articles,  ^  the 
*  Debates,  dnd  the  Annual  Regif^er  for  17^2.  The  Bahamas  were 
•recapturad  before  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
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of  Mr.  Flood's  dodrtoes.    The  quefiion,  how-  chap. 
ever,  fubfided ;  but  lord  Temple,  who  fucceeded    ^^ 
the  duke  of  Portland,  during  whofe  adminiftra-     '7«». 
tion  the  difcuifion  arofe,  thought  it  right  that  it 
ihould  be  fettled  in  the  mod  decifive  manner, 
and  recommended  a  bill  of  renunciation.    The 
king  mentioned  the  affairs  of  Ireland  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  before  the  recefs,  *9tiil>e«* 
colonel  Fitzpatrick  required  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  minifters  to  the  infufficiency  of  the 
xepenling  ad.     He  founded  his  application  on 
-a  decifion  of  the  court  of  king's  bench  in 
England,  on  a  long  depending  writ  of  error, 
brought  before  the  repeal  of  the  ftatute  of 
George  L  which  the  court  had  been  obliged  by 
the  courfe  of  legal  proceedinff  to  determine, 
but  which  ferved  as  a  theme  for  popular  aui- 
madveriion. 

On  the  firft  day  of  tranfading  buiinefs  after  %%^  Jan. 
the  recefs,  Mr.  Townfliend,  the  fecretary  of     '78$- 
Aate,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
removing  doubts  concerning   the    legiflative 
rights  of  the  parliament  and  courts  of  Ireland, 
and  preventing  the  adjudication  of  any  writ  of 
error  or  appeal  from  that  kingdom  in.the courts 
of  Great  Britain.   The  debate  which  enfued  did 
not  originate  in  any  oppofition  to  the  motion,  but 
in  tlie  defire  of  many  members  to  explain  their 
political  fentiments  refpeding  Ireland,  and  the 
condud  of  the  preceding  and  prefent  adminif- 
trations,  which  nad  given  vigour  to  difcontent, 
and  rendered  the  people  of  that  country  inca- 
pable of  being  fatisfied  with  moderate  concef- 
iions.    The  debates  in  the  fubfequent  flages  of  iptb  Feb. 
the  bill  were  animated,  and  involved  a  difcuf-  Jj^^^^ 
lion,  whether  treafons  committed  in  Ireland 
could  be  tried  in  Great  Britain,  under  the 
ftatute  of  Henry  VJUI.?  the  prevailing  opinion 
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c  HAP,  was  in  favour  of  the  affinhative,  that  law  hav- 

y.^^  *"g  been  confirmed  by  an  Irifh  ilatute;  and 
'7«3-     the  bill  paired. 
4thMarch.      Before  Hs  aiTival  in  the  Upper  houfc,  Mr. 
Townfliend  "was  created  a  peer,  by  the  title  of 
lord  Sydney,  and  again  appeared  the  promoter 
HthAprii.  of  the  meafure.     A  long  and  acrimonious  de- 
bate was  maintained  on  the  fecond  reading, 
but  it  pafled  without  a  divifion. 
^??h"*        When  the  preliminary  and  provifional  arti- 
Fcbruaiy.    cles  of  peacc  wcre  fubmitted  to  both  houfes, 
Prciimina-  and  cvery  day  produced  queries  or  obfervations 
before  par-  which  flicwcd  the  utmoft  anxiety  for  difcufiion, 
liamcnt.     a  new  political  arrangement  materially  affefted 
Coalition    the  ftate  of  parties.     While  thofe  who  were  at* 
lord  North  tached  to  the  oi)inions  and  principles  of  the 
and  Mr.     miniftry,  of  lord  North,  and  of  Mr.  Fox,  were 
feparate,  the  affairs  of  government  could  not 
be  efficiently  condufted.     The  terms  of  peace 
were  likely  to  produce  great  diverlities  of  opi- 
nion ;  and  unlefs  the  cabinet  was  flrengthen- 
ed   by  ^n  alliance  with  one  of  the  oppoiition 
parties,  they  could  not  hope  to  maintain  their 
jothDcc.  fituations.     Lord  Kcppel  had  retired  with  dif- 
guft  in  the  courie  of  tlie  negotiatiop,  and  was 
fucceededby  lord  Hawke;  but  it  was  apparent, 
that  among  the  remaining  members  of  admi- 
niftration,  fome  entertained  political  opinions 
hoftile  to  their  colleaijues.     The  moft  natural 
aflbciation  was  a  re-union  of  the  miniftry  with 
thofe  who  had   lately  feceded,  and  overtures 
for  that  purpofe  were  made  to  Mr.  Fox ;  but 
in  his  bolom  indignation  againft  lord  Shelburne 
was  more  lively  than  againft  lord   North,  to 
whom  he  had  made  advances  for  reconciliation, 
When,  therefore,  a  propofition  was  conveyed 
to  him  from  lord  Shelburne/.to  accept  an  offi^ 
cial  lituation,  he  t)eremptorily  refufed  it,  when 

told 
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told  that,  lord    North    was  to  be  cxcluderf.  chaf. 
The  miififtry   were  therefore  prepared  for  a   J^^ 
new  and    ftrenuoiis    oppofition    in  difcufling     '^'J* 
the  treaties;  but  the  public,    unapprized    of 
the  arrangement,  were  left  open  to  every  im- 
prelTion  which   wonder   and  prejudice  could 
excite. 

Although,  on  the  day  appointed  for  de-  ^^^^^J^ 
bating  the  preliminary  articles,  no  call  of  the  * 
houfe  was  ordered,  upward  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  members  attended.  The  addrefs  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce.  Two  amendments  were  pro- 
pofed;  the  one  by  lord  John  Cavendifli,  re- 
ferving  to  the  houfe  a  power  of  difapproving 
.the  terms ;  the  other  by  lord  North,  exprefling 
the  regard  of  parliament  for  the  loyal  ifts ;  but 
both  amendments  concurred  in  maintaining 
inviolate  the  articles  for  which  the  public  faith 
was  pledged. 

In  fupport  of  the  original  addrefs,  it  was 
urged  that  the  queftion  ihould  be  reduced  to 
this  point ;  whether  fuch  a  peace  as  the  mini- 
Itry  had  made,  was  preferable  to  the  war  in 
which  they  found  the  country  involved?  The 
intereft  of  the  public  debt  was  increafed  from 
four  millions  and  a  half  to  nine  millions  and  a 
half,  and  a  permanent  burthen  was  entailed  on 
the  land  equal  to  ten  (hillings  in  the  pound. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  the  neceflity  of 
peace  was  fupported  by  the  wifeft  authorities, 
and  their  arguments  would  be  much  more 
applicable  to  the  prefent  period.  For  a  peace 
fo  neceflary  we  paid  to  France  and  Spain,  one 
fmall  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  two  Flo- 
lidas,  Minorca  difmantled,  and  therefore  ufe- 
lefs,  and  fome  immaterial  advantages  in  fidiery,- 
and  £aft  India  fettlements.    Lefs  it  could  not 
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CHAP,  be  fuppofed  they  would  exaS,  confiderbg  the 
J[J^  humiliating  terms  impofed  on  them  in  176«. 
if^s*  Independence  to  America  was  no  couceffion, 
fince  Great  Britain  could  not  deprive  her  of  it, 
and  the  houfe  had  in  the  lafl  feflion  precluded 
every  fuch  attempt :  the  extenfion  of  their 
boundary  was  to  us  no  difadvantase  ;  but  the 
limits  were  well  chofen  in  lakes  and  rivers,  for 
the  prevention  of  future  contefts.  We  were  with^ 
out  an  ally,  and  had  knocked  for  peace  at 
every  door;  the  prefent  terras  could  not  be 
cenfured,  unlefs  it  were  provecl  that  the  differ- 
ence between  them,  and  thofe  which  we  had 
a  right  to  expert,  was  equivalent  to  the  ex» 
pence  of  (ixteeu  or  twenty  millions,  the  charge 
of  another  year's  conteft.  Sufficient  was  ftill 
left  to  render  the  country  great  and  flourifli*^ 
ing ;  but  if  the  treaties  did  not  receive  the 
fandion  of  parliament,  no  future  adminiilration 
could  make  fuch  a  peace,  as  the  necefliti^s  of 
the  country  might  require. 

The  advocates  of  the  amendments  argued, 
that  the  true  queftion  to  be  difcufled,  was  not 
whether,  the  peace  was  preferable  to  the  war ; 
but  whether,  under  the  prefent  circumfiances, 
a  better  peace  could  not  have  been  obtained  ? 
And  to  this  they  would  anfwer,  a  woife  could 
not  have  been  concluded.  It  beggared  all  the 
treaties  that  ever  had  exifted  in  infamy  and 
difgrace,  and  rendered  all  quarters  of  the  globe 
witneffes  of  the  difmemberment  and  difunion 
of  the  Britifh  empire.  From  a  pcrufal  of  the 
various  articles,  it  would  appear  to  be  a  peace 
patched  up  for  the  pretent,  rather  than  one 
which  promifed  permanence ;  for  the  preanjble 
of  each  treaty  compared  with  the  articles  feemed 
not  to  have  been  penned  at  the  fame  time,  or 
diftated  by  any  concurrence  or  congeniality 
^  of 


GEORGE    m.  SSS 

of  fentiment.     Fox  in  particular  challenged  chap. 
the  cabinet  niinifters  to  produce,  or  authorize    y^^ 
him  to  produce  the  peace  he  had  projefled ;  it     17S3* 
was  in  the  office,  and  if  it  could  oe  exhibited 
to  his  difadvantage,   he  was  content  to  be 
confidered  as  a  man  capable  of  advifing  a  worfe 
peace  than  the  prefent. 

In  an  able  analyfis  of  the  treaties,  lord 
North  obferved,  that  the  permiffion  to  fortify 
Bt.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  had  been  carefully 
avoided  on  all  former  occalions ;  it  would  ma- 
terially affeft  the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  and 
enable  France  to  carry  it  on,  even  in  time  of 
war.  The  importance  of  St.  Lucie,  was  proved 
by  the  ceffion  of  five  conquered  iflands  as  an 
equivalent.  In  Africa,  Great  Britain  had  re- 
ftored  all ;  and  in  India,  the  French  were  re- 
inftated  in  their  former  eflabliiliments,  with 
many  unufual  advantages.  And  although 
Dunkirk  was  no  longer  to  be  held  in  the  fame 
eftimation  as  it  ^vas  confidered  by  the  framers 
of  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  ftill  the  reftraint  on 
France  was  honourable  to  Great  Britain^  and 
the  abrogation  of  former  treaties  impolitic  if 
not  unneceffary.  To  keep  an  Englifh  com- 
miflary  on  the  territories  of  an  enemy  for  the 
purpofe  of  reporting  and  preventing  the  eredltOQ 
of  walls  or  fortifications,  or  even  the  cleaning 
of  a  harbour  for  the  admiflion  of  fhips  exceed 
)ng  a  certain  burthen,  perpetuated  the  former 
vi6lories,  and  exalted  the  prefent  power  of 
Great  Britain,  while  it  debafed  the  dignity  rf 
the  French.  They  had  not,  it  was  true,  fortt-*^ 
fied  Dunkirk  during  the  war,  becaufe  thc^ 
bad  been  obliged,  at  the  conclufion  of  every 
former  peace,  to'deftroy  fortificatioJis»  ana 
had  learnt  by  experience  to  avoid  unavailing 
(pxpence ;  but  in  a  fxxpirc  contefi^  Great  Britain 

would 
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CHAP,  would  experience  all  the  evils  which  rendered 
XLV.  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  neceflary. 
^{^  Lord  North  confidered  the  cefTion  of 
Minorca  to  Spain  unfortunate,  that  of  Eaft 
Florida  improvident;  as  it  was  rendered  of 
additional  value  fince  the  lofs  of  Weft  Florida. 
The  permiffion  to  cut  logwood,  was  a  nugatory 
flipulation,  as  no  diftnft  was  afligned.  The 
Bahama  iflands  were  not  comparable  in  value 
to  the  Florida  loft,  and  the  Florida  ceded,  as 
they  aftbrded  fuch  abundant  means  of  annoy- 
ing the  Jamaica  trade.  Minorca  was  of  more 
value  than  even  the  impregnable  Gibraltar; 
on  account  of  its  harbours,  climate,  and  ex- 
cellent water  for  iliipping.  By  the  ceffion  of 
the  Floridas  and  Minorca,  we  had  given  to 
Spain  fecurity  for  her  commerce,  particularly 
the  gold  trade,  and  the  means  of  enfeebling 
our  own. 

In  his  obje6lions  to  the  provifional  articles 
with  America,  lord  North  was  joined  by  many 
other  members.  The  preamble  of  the  treaty 
declared  reciprocal  advantage  and  mutual  con- 
venience to  be  its  bafis;  but  it  contained  the 
moft  important  conceffions  on  our  part,  with- 
out the  fmalleft  balance  or  equipoife  to  fupport 
the  boafted  reciprocity.  If  neceflity  compel- 
led us  to  accept  terms  fo  difgraceful,  the  men- 
tion of  reciprocity  was  a  wanton  addition  of 
infult  to  injury. 

The  boundaries  were  not  only  new  in  their 
nature,  but  fo  generous  in  their  principle,  that 
the  Americans  acquired  a.  tra6l  including 
twenty-four  Indian  nations  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  Canada,  a  tra(5l  where  many  forts  had  been 
(^reeled  and  retained  at  a  vaft  expence.  The 
boundary  delignated  in  the  ftatute  book,  by 
the  Quebec  aft,  would,  hy  keeping  the  Ame- 
ricans 
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ricans  at  a  diftance,  have  preferved  the  perma-v  cri  AF. 
nence  of  friendfbip,  but  by  the  prefent  boun-    ^Jf^^ 
dary,  they  could  approach  within  twenty-four      17%%, 
milei  of  Montreal.     As  if  naked  independence 
was  not  a  fuflficient  proof  of  liberality,  miniftry 
had  cloathed  it  with  the  warm  covering  of  the 
fur  trade,  and  befides  Charleftown,  New  York, 
Long  Ifland,  and  Penobfcot,  had  furrendered 
all  the  valuable  forts  in  the  back  fettJements. 

In  the  fpirit  of  pretended  reciprocity,  we 
had  given  the  Americans  an  unlimited  right 
to  filh  in  Newfoundland,  and  the  gulph  of 
St.  Lawrence,  even  in  the  parts  reforted  to  by 
Sritiili  fifliermen ;  but,  as  if  ever^  ftipulation 
of  apparent  advantage  to  Great  Britain  had 
been  ftudioufly  avoided,  we  had  not  contraded 
for  the  right  of  fiftiing  on  any  of  their  coafts, 
or  in  any  of  their  bays  or  creeks.  How  could 
they  claim,  or  we  grant  fuch  a  rio;ht,  after 
the  eftablilhment  of  independency  had  fepa- 
rated  them  from  the  fovereignty  of  Great 
Britain  ? 

Even  in  fmaller  obje6is  reciprocity  feemed 
a  mere  mockery:  we  were  to  withdraw  our 
fleets  and  armies,  and  evacuate  the  American 
ftates ;  prifoners  on  both  fides  were  to  be  libe 
rated,  and  we  to  yield  up  the  American  forti- 
fications with  the  American  artillery ;  but  no 
covenant  was  refer ved  for  reftoring  to  Great 
Britain,  Britifli  artillery.  The  pretended  right 
of  navigating  the  Miffiflippi,  was  intirely  de- 
lufive.  We  were  excluded  by  the  northern 
boundary ;  the  Americans  poffefled  the  Eaft  r 
the  Weft  had  been  ceded  by  the  peace  of  Paris 
to  the  French,  who  had  fmce  granted  it  to 
Spain,  and  by  the  prefent  treaty,  that  poM^er. 
.obtained  each  ihore  at  its  mouth.  Where  then 
was  this  uavigation  fo  free  and  open  to  com- 
mence ? 
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CHAP,   mence?  Or  what  pofleflion  of  it  could  Great 
^^^^   Britain  ever  acquire,  except  the  nomination 
J7t$.     in  the  treaty  ? 

Th£  (ituationof  theloyaliitsand  inhabitants 
of  Eaft  Florida  was  defcanted  on  with  peculiar 
force.  The  abandonment  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men,  without  refervation  of  their  civil  and  re* 
ligious  rights,  to  an  incenfed  and  vengeful 
power,  was  horrible  and  difgraceful;  never 
were  the  honour,  humanity,  principles,  and 
policy  of  a  nation  fo  grofsly  abufed. '  The  de- 
gradation of  fending  unmanly  petitions  from 
government  to  congrefs,  on  behalf  of  the 
wretched  loyalifls,  was  equalled  only  by  the 
infamy  of  unconditionally  affigning  over  the 
Joyal  inhabitants  of  Florida. 

It  might  be  urged  that  parliament,  in  de- 
claring the  Americans  independent,  had  made 
the  peace,  and  were  therefore  refponiible  for 
any  improper  conceflions  or  reftorations ;  but 
parliament  did  not  give  inftrudions  for  the 
ceffion  of  Charleftown,  New  York,  Penobfcot, 
Rhode  Ifland,  Detroit,  and  the  fiflieries.  Par- 
liament did  not  order  the  defertion  of  the  loy- 
alifts ;  parliament  had  not  given  countenance 
to  thofe  ads ;  and  therefore  not  they,  but  the 
minifters,  were  accountable  to  the  people. 

In  reply  it  was  obferved,  that  the  clamours 
againft  the  treaties  were  loud  in  proportion  to 
tneir  injuftice  ;  as  men  in  general,  when  they 
complain  without  caufe,  complain  without 
temper.  On  a  candid  confideration  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country,  the  peace  would  be 
found  as  good  as  we  had  aright  to  expe^  and 
one  that  promifed  pcmianencc.  The  fortifica- 
tion of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  had  been  de- 
clared by  the  moft  judicious  officers  a  meafure 
wliich  could  give  no  juft  caufe  of  apprehenfion. 

ITie 
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The  pofition  afligned  for  the  French  fiflieiy  at  CHAP. 
Newfoundland,  was  lefs  advantageous  than  they  >^^^ 
held  before;  and  their  greater  diftancefrom  th^     »7*s- 
Britilh  fifheries  rendered  difputes  lefs  probable. 
The  reftoration  of  St.  Lucie,  and  other  ceffions 
in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Africa,  were  juftified  on 
pleas  of  propriety  or  neceflity ;    and  thofe  in 
India  were  made  under  the  cognizance,  and 
■with  the  confent  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 
This  faR  was  inconteftably  proved  by  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher,  one  of  the  fecret  committee  of  direc* 
tors,  who  declared  that  the  terms  comprized  in 
the  articles  of  peace,  were  unanimoufly  approved 
by  that  committee  at  the  India  houfe,  and  in 
an  able  fpeech  Ibecifically  defended  them. 

With  refpe^  to  America,  the  houfe  was 
reminded  that  arefolution  of  laft  year  had  put      ^ 
a  padlock  on  the  Britiih  fword.     The  bill  en* 
abling  his  maiefty  to  grant  independence,  had 
pointed  out  the  path  to  peace ;   and  as  it  was 
obvioufly  the  intereftjof  Great  Britain  to  eftab- 
lifh  as  clofe  a  commercial  union  as  pbffible  witik 
the  United  States,  it  would  have  been  illiberal 
and  impolitic  to  withhold  any  thing  which 
they  might  reafonably  exped;.     Far  from  agree- 
ing that  the  Americans,  by  ceafin^  to  be  Brt- 
tifh  fubje6b,  had  loft  all  right  to  the  fiflieries, 
it  was  the  wifli  of  minifters  tomake  no  fuch  dif- 
tin6lions,  but  confider  the  Americans  as  bre*- 
thren ;    and  leave  them  no  caufe  to  regret  that 
they  were  not  Britilh  fubje6ls.     Their  iSfliing 
terminated  before  our's  began,  and  it  wouW  not 
bepoffible  to  prevent  tlieir  full  uf?  of  therigh*^ 
without  maintaining  a  fquadron  continually  oft 
that  ftation. 

The  aiTignment  of  boundaries  was  defended 
on  principles  of  nature  and  policy :  by  tlieir 
charters,  leveral  provinces  had  various  degrees 

of 
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CHAP,  of  exWnt  northward,  particularly  Virginia;  and 
^^  the  line  drawn  in  the  flatute  book  For  Canada 
1781-     had  been  one  caufe  of  the  American  difcon- 
tents,  which  it  was  furely  not  our  intcreft  to 
revive.     The  fur  trade  was  at  beft  a  matter  re- 
lating to  individuals  only,  and  private  confi- 
derations.muft  give  place  to  public  good ;  but 
in  fa6l  enough  of  Canada  was  retained  to  afford 
ample  fcope   for  that  commerce.    The  forts, 
about  the  furrender  of  which  fo  much  had  been 
advanced,  were  improvidently  btult  in  fitua- 
tions  where  block-houfes  or  abbatiswould  have 
anfwered  every  purpofe;  and  for  Detroit,  another 
jchiti  fort  might,  at  a  fmall  expence,  be  eretfted 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river. 
,    M IN isT£RS  were  not  lefs  affefted  than  other 
♦      individuals  at  the  condition  of  the  loyalifts ; 
but  the  utmoft  conceffion  had  been  obtained 
for. them,. which  could  be  iniiiled  on,  without 
foregoing  all  hopes  of  peace.     If  the  recom- 
mendation of  tjongrefs  t*  the  American  ilatea 
ApiMld  be  unfuccefsful,  government  would  be 
ixk  honour  bpu^d  to  afford  the  fufferers  a  com- 
'    peufation.     But  on  the  other  hand,  ti^e  article 
which  permitted  the  uninterrupted  recovery  of 
4eVts,  was  highly  beneficial  tn  Great  Britain;^ 
and  Mr.  Dundas  declared  that  the  merchants 
of  Glafgow%  to  whom  a  full  third,  if  not  two 
thirds  of  the  American  debts  were  due,  had 
tr^BfraiMed  their,  thanks  to  minifters  for  the 
ilipalation..  . 

At  half  pafl;  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

the  amendments  w^ere  carried  by  a  majority  of 

.fixtecn.^ 

debates  in      ^^  the  lioufc  of  lords  the  earl   of  Carlide 

the  houfe   juovcd  an  amendment  fimilar  to  that  of  lord 

•fiords. 

•    *  The  fallacy  of  this  ;irgument  has  been  completely  proved* 
'    *  2S4  to  20 1. 

Noith. 
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Korlh.    The  debate  was.  lon-g,  and  replete  with  CH  a  r 
perfonality  ;  but  the  attack  and  defence  of  the     ^^^• 
tj'eaties  was  not  diflingdifliedby  any  pavticolar     i7t]« 
variation  from  thofe  ia  the  lower  houfe.     In 
anfwer  to  an  afiertion,  that  the  reicomniendation 
of  con^rels.  in  behalf  of. the  loyalifts  might  be 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  lord  Sackville  read  a 
refolution  of  the  legiflature  of.. Virginia,  made 
in  confequence  of  the  prorifional  treaty,  declar- 
ing all  demands  or  requefts  of  the  Britiih  court 
for  the  reftitution  of  confifcated  property  un- 
fupported  by  law,  equity,  or  policy,  and  in-, 
admiffible.      The   amendment  was,  however, 
jeje6led.* 

The  united  parties,  now  currently  known  by  a,ft  Peii.         t 
the  title  of  the  coalitioriy  followed  their  vi6lory  Refoiu- 
by  producing,  through  lord  John  Cavendifli,  a  j^V^' 
ferj^srof  refolutions,  avowing  the  determination  the  peaces 
of  th^  houfe  to  preferve  the  peace  inviolate, 
Ijut  declaring  the  conceffions  to  the  adverfa^ 
Ties  of  Great  Britain,  more  than  they  were  en* 
titled  to  claim  from  their  individual  or  relative 
ilrength. 

A  LONa  and  animated  difcuilion  enfued,  la 
vhich  the  public  heard  with  furprife,  thofe  who 
during  thp  war  had  been  moft  eloquent  in  de- 
icribingtlie  reduced  condition  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  inexhauftible  ftreugth  and  refources  of 
the    enemy,  .adopt  a  >  language  diametrically  / 

oppoiite.  Lord  John  'Cavendifli  decried  the 
gloomy  imaginations  of  Ahofe  who  could  con*- 
tiuually  brood  ovfin  our  own  loffes,  .misfortunes, 
4cbts,  and  difgraicea,  without  taking  a.  compa^ 
jative  vieAv  of  thfe  enemy.*  They  were  not  lefi 
jdefe6live  in.  finance  than  we;  nay,  it  was  a 
queftion  if  they  could  find  refources  for  anolbcJr 

..  *'7»  to  J9. 

campaign ; 
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CH  AP«  campaign;  Spain  had  exhaufled  her  treafury  in 
XLV.  the  unfucccisful  attack  on  Gibraltar ;  America 
^t^  could  only  be  formidable  while  Great  Britain 
employed  armies  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica; Holland  was  not  in  circumftances  to 
claim  facrifices;  and  France  was  equally,  if  not 
more  diftrefled  than  ourfelves.  Fox  adopted 
the  fame  line  of  reafoning,  and  contended  that 
France  never  fupported  a  war  with  more  diffi- 
culty ;  Spain  was  nearly  bankrupt,  and  Ame- 
rica in  a  fiate  of  national  poverty.  Lord  North, 
with  more  confifiency,  urged  fimilar  topicsy 
particularly  with  refped  to  America,  contend- 
ing, that  if  congrefs  could  not  raife  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  war  in  their  own  country, 
Great  Britain  had  nothing  to  fear  fr<mi  their 
external  efforts ;  and  minifters  might  without 
danger  of  prolonging  hoftilities,  have  urged 
with  more  firmnefs  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate 
loyalifis.  In  moft  of  the  ftates,  he  faid,  the 
people  had  refiifed  to  pay  the  tax  levied  by 
congrefs  for  fupport  of  the  war.  In  Rhode 
ifland,  the  tax-gatherers  were  driven  away  by 
popular  infurreaion,  and  in  MaflachufTets,  the 
tax  was  difcounted  within  the  province,  and 
ntver  carried  to  the  public  account.  The  re* 
Solution  expreffing  cenfure  on  the  minifters  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  feventeen.  • 
Itefignau^  Taxs  contcfi  decided  the  fate  of  adminif- 
tionof  lord  tration.  Lord  Shelbume  refigned  his  office 
^*^*^^"'^  diough  a  fucoelTor  was  not  immediately  ap- 
|K>inted ;  nor  did  other  members  of  the  cabinet 
mimediately  follow  his  example.  The  cha* 
rafter  and  condud  of  lord  Shelbume  were  vehe> 
mentiy  attadced  d^iring  the  lat^  debates,  and 
he  feemed  abandoned  to  thefe  a0aults  without 

•  toy  c»  1^^ 

a  defender 


w       * 
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a  defender  in  the  lower  houfe,  except  Mr.  Pitt,  c  H  A  P^ 
who,  in  the  courfe  of  an  eloquent  ipeech,  pro-  ^^ 
pounced  on  him  a  warm  and  pathetic  eulogy.  ty%%. 
That  noble  earl,  like  every  other  man  of  eminent 
ability,  ading  in  tlie  firil  department  of  a  ereat 
flate,  M^as  liable,  he  faid,  to  the  envy  of  lome, 
as  w^W  as  the  admiration  of  others.  The  oblo- 
quy, to  which  his  capacity  and  fituation  had 
raifed  him,  was  created  and  circulated  with* 
equal  meannefs  anc)  addrefs;  but  his  merits 
were  as  much  above  panegyric,  as  the  arts  to 
which. he  owed  his  defamation  were  beneath 
attention.  When,  ilript  of  power  and  emolu- 
ment, he  ihould  once  more  defcend  into  private 
life,  the  official  fuperiority  which  irritated  the 
feelings  of  his  opponents,  and  that  (rapacity  of 
conferring  favours  which  alj  men  vere  fond  of 
pofleffing,  would  not  be  obftacles  to  a  jull  ejlir 
mate  of  his  ch^ra6ier.  He  would  retire  firm 
in  the  dignity  of  his  own  mind>  confcious  of 
having  contributed  to  the  public  advantage; 
and,  if  not  attended  with  the  fulfome  plaudits 
of  a  mob,  poffeffed  of  that  fubftantial  apd  per^ 
pianent  fatisfa6i;ion  which  arifes  from  the  habi^ 
tual  approbation  of  an  upright  mind.  To  this 
tranfcendent  cpnfplation  hp  h&d  a  title  which 
no  accident  could  invalidate  or  affed; ;  he  had 
earned  it  dearly  ;  and  with  fuch  a  folid  undert 
fianding,  and  fo  much  goodnefs  pf  heart,  as 
flamped  his  charader,  he  was  in  no  danger  of 
loiing  it. 

Of  his  own  approaching  retirement^  Mr» 
Pitt  fpoke  with  equal  dignity ;  h^  had  never, 
he  faid,  been  eager  to  gain,  nor  ihould  h(S  feel 
great  relu6tance  at  foregoing  ofiiGjai  advance* 
nicnt.  He  never  had  a  wi(h  th^t  did  not  ter^ 
minate  in  the  deareil  interefts  of  the  public  i 
but  he  would  (:ontH*s,  he  had  alfo  his  portion 
pf  ambition.      High  iituatifiii  a|ui  great  in? 

VOL.   III.  0  Q 
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CHAP,  duentt  were  defirable  to  moft  men ;  and  far 
^^^^   from  being  aHiamed  to  purfue,  he  was  folicitons 
17^3.     to  poflefs  them  when  they  could  be  acquired 
with  honour,  and  retained  with  dignity.     On 
thefe  refpe^lable  conditions,  he  was  not  lefs 
ambitious  to  be  great  and  powerful,  than  it  wa& 
natural  for  men  to  be  who  had  fuch  brilliant 
examples.    But  even  thefe  objefts  he  could  re- 
^  linquifh,  when  his  duty,  bis  country,  hi«  cha- 
rafler,  or  his  fiiends,  rendered  the  facrifice  in- 
difpenfable:  he  then  ihould  retire  not  difap- 
pointed,  but  triumphant.  He  might  be  divefted 
T^f  the  privileges  and  emoluments  of  place ;  but 
-Gouki ;  not  be  deprived  of  thofe  habitual  and 
^varAi  regards  for  the'profperity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which  conftituted  the  happinefs  and  pride 
of  his  life,  and  which  death  only  could  extin- 
guiflh      "  With  this  Gonfolation,"  he  added, 
"  though  lafFeft  not  todefpife,  I  hope  foon  to 
forget  the  lofs  of  power,  alidthe  want  of  for^ 
tune/'    •  '  '      ' 

Laudq  manenteipfi ;  fi  celeres  qua  tit 
"Pennas,  refigno  qi^ai  dedit 


(  •.. 


raujfJerieip  fine  dote  qua^ro. 


Probainque 


paviiamcn-  L.  Ttti  coalition,  though  triumphant  in  a  con- 

ItHJ^^T  flfmed  maiority,  did  not  obtain  their  conqueft 

coalition.    Without  many   revere  ammadverfions,  wluch 

<',aUed .  foith »att4,ll€ir  abilities  in  vindication  of 

17th  Feb.    their  conduct.     Mr.  Powys  faid,  the  prefent 

era  was  remartoWe  for  ftrange  confederacies; 

great  and  arbitrary  defpots  flood  forth  the  pru- 

tedors-of  an  infant  republic,  and  in  that  houfe, 

tlie  Icffty  and  ftrenuous  aflTertors  of  regal  pre- 

Togativc^.  united  in  alliance  with  the  humble 

worfhippers  of  the  niajefty  of  the  people,  the 

moft  determined  advocate  of  the  influence  of 

the  cro\^,mig«ht;  be  feen  Jiand  in  hand  with 
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the  ^eat  purifier  of  the  conftitutioft.     Mr»  chap, 
Dundas  alfo  fpoke  in  ludicrous  ridicule,  as  well  v^^^ 
as  pointed  reprobation  of  the  coalition,  which     *7«^ 
M'as  defended  with  great  hi)mour  by  Burke, 
Slieridan,  and  Lee;    they  difplayed  the  hete- 
rogeneous compofition  of  the  miniftry,  derided 
the  lord  advocate  for  feating  hi mfelf  between 
Mr.  Pitt    and    Mr.  Thomas  Townihend,   his 
conftant  opponents,  and  reproached,  him  for 
his  early  defertion  of  his  old  colleague  lord 
North. 

Fox  defended  the  coalition  on  more  broad 
and  liberal  grounds.     If  men  of  honour,  he 
faid,  could  concur  in  points  of  great  national 
concern,  he  faw  no  reafon  for  calling  fuch  an 
event  an  unnatural  jun6tion.     It  was  neither 
wife  nor  noble  to  maintain  eternal  animofities; 
nor  was  it  juft  or  candid  to  retain   enmity^ 
when  the  caufe  had.ceafed.     The  American  war 
caufed  the  hoftility  between  him  and  lord  North, 
that  being  terminated,  it  became  wife  and  can-^ 
did  to  terminate  alfo  the  ill-will,  the  animofity, 
the  feuds,  and  the  rancour  it  had  occafioned. 
**  When  I  was  the  friend  of  lord  North,"  he 
continued,   "  I  found  him  open  and  fincere; 
when  the  enemy,  honourable  and  manly ;  he 
never  pra6lifed  thofe  fubterfuges,  tricks,  and 
(Iratagems,    thofe    behind-hand    paltry    ma- 
nceuvres,   which  deftroy  confidence    between 
human  beings,  and  degrade  the  charaiSier  of  the 
ilatefman  and  the  man.     It  is  not  in  my  nature 
to  bear  malice,  or  Jive  in  ill-will ;   my  friend- 
ships are  perpetual,  my  enmities  not  fo :  amicititt 
/etnpiterncej  initnicitids  placabiles.'' 

Renewed  attacks  from   Mr.  Po\<^ys,  Mr.  iiftF«Vi 
Pitt,  and  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  drew  forth,  in  an 
enfuing  debate,  more  explicit  and  detailed  vin- 
dications.    Lord  John  Cavendiilx  cited  as  a 

p  0  «  prec$de»t, 
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precedent,  the  famous  coalition  of  parties  in 

_  17^7,   which  refcued  the  country  from  the 

3733*     calamities  of  fluduatin^  counfels,  and  carried 

it  to  an  unexampled  pitch  of  glory.    He  avowed 

with  pride  that  he  was  one  of  the  authors  of  the 

prefent  union,  which  he  confidered  effential  to 

»        the  falvation  of  the  country.      Fox  repeated 

his  former  arguments,  adding,  that  the  coalition 

had  arifen  only  from  the  neceffity  of  uniting  to 

'  preferre  the  conftitutional  vigour  of  the  ftate 

from  debility. 

Lord  North,  before  he  entered  into  a  de- 
fence of  the  coalition,  vindicated  his  own  cha- 
rafter  againft  fome  members  who  afferted,  that 
he  was  mdebted  only  to  an  excefs  of  lenity  in 
his  late  opponents  4br  his  perfonal  fafcty.     He 
reminded  them  that  he  had  never  abandgned 
his   charader,   connexions,  or  political  prin- 
ciples ;    he  had  ever  been  willing  fairly  and 
honourably  to  meet  the  moft  fcrupulous  in- 
quiry into  the  minuteft  aftions  of  his  life,  and 
was  now  ready  to  bid  defiance  to  every  Ipecies 
of  inveftigation.     Confcious  of  innocence,  he 
was  under  no  apprehenfion  of  incurring  cenfurc, 
or  deferring  puniihment-     In  the  coalition,  he 
faw  nothing  iurpriling.      Lord  John  Cavendifli 
had  uniformly  difplayed  an  amiable  and  upright 
charafter,  patriotic  and  difinterefled  principles, 
and  a  manly  and  engaging  difpolition.     Dif- 
ferences of  opinion  had  arifen  refpedling  mea- 
fures,  which  though  well  intended  had  unquef- 
tionably  proved  calamitous ;    but  there  Avere 
times  and  circumftances,and  emergencies,  when 
all  honourable  men  ihould  relinquilh  perfonal 
feuds  and  party  animofities,  to  unite  in  gene- 
rous exertions  for  the  common  intereft,     "  It 
is  alfo  true,"  he  faid,    "  that  Mr.  Fox,  when 
warm  in  the  caufe  he  efpoufed,  has  not  unfre- 

quently 
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quently  made  me  the  butt  of  thoTe  inexhaufti-  chap. 
ble  powers  of  afperity,  which  fo  eiomently  dif-  ,^^' 
tinguiih  his  eloquence,  but  he  never  charged  x;!]. 
me  with  want  of  integrity.  In  tlie  early  part 
of  his  career  I  knew  him  open,manly,  and  fincere, 
his  temper  was  waim,  but  his  nature  ffenerous> 
and  while  I  admire  the  vail  exteat  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  I  can  rely  on  the  gogdnefs  of  his 
heart.  As  an  'enemy,  1  have  always  found  him 
formidable,  but  in  proportion  as  1  had  feafon  to 
dread  him,  while  our  principles  were  adverfe,  I 
anticipate  greater  profpeft  of  fuccefs  now  that 
we  unite  with  one  mind  and  one  heart  in  the 
caufe  of  our  country.  And  let  me  hail  it  as 
an  aufpicious  circumdance  in  favour  of  our 
country,  tiiat  tibpfe  who  were  divided  by  her 
hoflilities,  are  cemented  by  her  peace. '^ 

Ix  parliament  fuchar^uments  as  thefe  might  Senfttiot 
have  produced  their  deiired  effeft :  coalitions  ®^^ 
of  political  leaders,  who  had  not  been  lefs  vio-  ^  ^* 
lent  in  mutual  oppoiition  than  lord  North  and 
Mr.  Fox,  were  not  unprecedented,  nor  even 
uncommon ;  and  the  judraient  on  the  coalition 
would  have  been  referred,  as  all  fuch  tranfac- 
tions  fliould  be,  not  to  the  caufes  but  effe6ls« 
If  two  ilatefmen,  from  a  fituation  of  hoftile  ex- 
afperation,  had  formed  an  amicable  union,  even 
for  mere  purpofes  of  ambition,  without  a  pre- 
tence to  public  fpirit,  it  could  not  operate  as  a 
Jufl  motive  for  tneir  inftantaneous  condemna* 
tion.  A  jealous  vigilance  might  be  reafonably 
exercifed,  and  their  anions  fcrutinized  with  the 
mod  fcrupulous  {lri6):ners,  but  their  condu6);  in 
office  or  in  oppoiition,  and  not  their  conjun* 
tion,  ihould  form  the  theme  of  cenfure.  Such 
is  the  liberal  manner  of  confidering  fuch-  an 
event;  fo  had  former  tran&dions  of  limilar 
tendency  been  confidered ;  and  the  fame  can* 

DO  3  dour 
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CHAP,  dour  would  probably  have  been  extended  i6 
^^^^^  tbc  prefent  cafe,  had  not  the  parties  in  oppofi- 
1783.  tion  to  lord  North  totally  altered  the  frame  o( 
the  public  mind  on  fuch  topics.  Formed  them- 
felres  of  heterogeneous  and  contending  bodies, 
the  refidue  of  all  parties  and  connexions,  their 
alarms  were  always  excited  by  mutual  jealoufy 
and  want  of  confidence.  None  trufted  in  the 
firmnefs  of  his  aflbciates;  but  all  were  appre- 
henfive  that  on'  a  proper  invitation,  tnofe 
Srith  whom  they  were  rather  combined  than 
connefted,  would  defert  their  caufe  and  unite 
with  the  miniftry.  Hence  every  intimation  of^ 
the  neceflity  of  union  among  public  men> 
was  received  with  violent  reientment  by  the 
oppofition ;  and  thofe  who  a^uired,  or  were 
fuipedled  of  an  intention  to  obtain  fituations 
imder  government,  were  affailed  with  cla- 
morous inveftives,  as  betrayers  of  public  |mn- 
ciple,  and  deferters  from  the  caufe  of  the  coun-^ 
try.  Fox  in  particular,  had  expreffed  thofe 
fentiments  witn  the  warmth  which  marked  his 
tharafter;  and  for  which,  though  allowances 
might  be  made  by  men  of  difcernment,  they 
could  not  be  obtained  from  the  public,  who 
were  conftantly  reminded  of  every  rafli  or  ex- 
aggerated expreffion,  which  the  heat  of  debate, 
or  the  neceflity  of  adding  force  to  a  political 
union,  might  have  engendered.  The  public 
had  been  made  arbiters  in  every  political  dif- 
pute;  to  them  were  referred  the  charafters, 
conne6lions,  and  motives  of  ftatefmen,and  their 
obfervatioiis  were  often  direfled  to  thofe,  when 
meafures  or  fyftems  alone  fhould  have  engaged 
their  attention. 

It  Avas  not  therefore  a  difficult  taik  to  excite 

&  loud  and  in'ceflant  clamour  ajjainft  the  late 

monftrous  (as  it  was  called)  coalition. .  AH  the 

9  ^  *  vehicles 


vehictes  of  flander  were  employed  to  dffFuie  a  chak 
hatred,  horror,  and  contempt  of  the  two.  par-  xlv, 
ties ;  every  unfavourable  imprelfion,  which  had 
been  made  current  againft  lord  Norths  was 
revived,  and  every  adverfe  declaration  of  Fox 
f>ftentatioufly  difplayed.  In  no  action  of  his 
life  had  Fox  difplayed  more  greatnefs  of  mind, 
and  lefs  difcernment,  than  in  the  coalition. 
The  fmall  number  of  his  adherents  afforded  him 
little  hope  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  power ;  but  the 
vaft  extent  of  his  popularity,  the  luftre  refleft* 
ed  on  his  character  by  his  late  magnanimous 
refignation,  and  the  unpopularity  of  lord  Shel- 
burne,  rendered  him  more  formidable  as  an  op- 
ponent than  any  other  individual  in  the  king* 
dom.  It  could  hardly  efcape  his  penetration, 
that  advantage  would  be  taken  of  his  intempe- . 
rate  declarations  in  parliamtnt  while  lord  North 
was  minifter,  to  fully  the  coalitiion ;  but  per- 
haps he  relied  with  too  much  confidence  on 
his  own  powers,  or  on  the  prediledion  of  the 
people,  to  think  that  foch  efforts  would  be  at- 
tended with  permanent  fuccefs.  Of  the  mo-  <th  March. 
mentary  difpofition  of  the  pubHc,  he  had  a  mor- 
tifying fample  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  elec- 
tors of  Weftminfter,  where  his  condufl,  was  in^- 
veftigated  with  uncommon  feverity,  and  riot- 
withftanding  an  eloquent  defence  by  himfelf, 
and  the  labours  of  many  of  l^is  friends,  a  vote, 
approving  his  general  public  conduft,  was  ob- 
tained with  difficulty,  and  another  in  the  fame 
words  was  paffed  in  favour  of  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
the  diftinguiflied  opponent  of  the  coalition. ' 

Lord  North  made  ilill  greater  facrifices 
than  Fox.  His  perfonal  charafler  was  daily 
triumphing    over    the    calumnies    advanced 

^  See  the  proceedings  in  the  Remembrancer,  vol.  xv.  p.  105. 

0  0  4  againft 
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CH  Ap«  a^inft  him  while  in  office,  and  the  number  o^ 
^^^  his  adherents  was  daily  augmenting.  He  held 
T/^j.  the  balance  of  political  power;  he  received 
applications  from  both  parties,  but  made  none. 
He  was  fenfible  that  he  would  maintain  a  more 
exalted  political  fituatiota  by  iremaining  Uncon- 
ne6led  with  either  of  the  other  parties,  but 
he  perceivied  that  government,  cxpofed  to  the 
miichiefs  of  a  double  oppofition,  diftra^d  in  its 
operations  at  fo  critical  a  period,  and  impeded 
in  its  progrefs  towards  the  reftoratiott  of  calm 
and  regularity,  would  ceafe  to  be  efficient  or 
refpeflahle.  He  facrificed,  tlierefore,  his  pri* 
vate  wiflies,  and  acceded  to  propofals  which 
tendered  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  advantage,  ac- 
companied with  the  greateft  portion  of  inevit- 
able obloquy, 

>iiniftcriai      XhIe  violeuce  which  prevailed  in  appeals  to 

mm^^'  the  public,  pervaded  all  focieties,  and  occa- 
fioned  an  uncommon  ferment  throughout  the 
nation.  The  firft  lord  of  the  treafurj'  had  re- 
ilgned,  and  the  other  members  of  adminiftra- 
tion  declared  they  only  retained  their  (itua- 
tions  till  a  new  cabinet  could  be  formed ;  but 
the  arrangements  were  fo  bdet  with  difficul- 
ties, that  days  and  weeks  elapfed  without  ter- 
minating the  folicitude  of  the  public.  At  an 
important  and  eventful  crifis  the  kingdom  was 
]eft  without  an  efficient  or  refponfible  admini- 
ftration ;  while  confulion  and  difcord  bore  fad 
teftimony  of  the  mifery  of  that  unconfiitu- 
tional  ftatc,  which  in  the  language  of  the  day 

ijthFcb.  ^^,^g  termed  a.  minifterial  interregnum.  Four 
-days  after  the  cenfure  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons on  the  articles  of  peace,  Dundas  moved 
an  a^ljournment  for  tlxi'ee  days,  to  afford 
tiiue  for  completing    thq  new  cabinet;  the 

motion 
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khotion  was  granted^  but  when  tlie  houfe  it^  chap* 
afiembied,  the  fubjeft  was  not  mentioned.  ^^v, 

Af^ea  a  long  piocraftination,   Mr.   Coke,    ^^'T^ 
member  for  Norfolk,  gave  notice,  that  nnlefs  28tb  Feb. 
an  adminiftration  was  formed  in  three /lays  he  iSthMar. 
would  propofe  an  addrefc  to  the  king.     He  was  ^"^jjj^"/ . 
induced   to  poftpone  his   intention;    but    at  jca. 
length  in  an  unufually  full  houfe,  he  moved  nth  Mar. 
a  requeft  that  his  tnajertv  would ,  coniider  the 
diftra£led  and  unfettled  ftate  of  tlie  empire, 
und  comply  with  the  wi flies  of  the  hoqfe,   by 
forming  an  adminiftration  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and  fuch  as  might  tend 
to  terminate  the  unfortunate  divifions  and  dif^ 
tradions  of  the  country.     In  a  long  and  ve»- 
hement  debate,  the  ftate  of  parties  was  difcufe- 
ed,  the  coalition  reprobated  and  defended,  and 
this  motion  cenfured  by  fome  as  in  invafion 
of  the  royal  prerogative.    The  imputation  of 
fecret  influence  was  revived,  and  directly  ap* 
plied  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  who  made  an  able  ahd 
candid  reply.     The  prerogative  of  tlie  crownj 
he  faid,  was  not  fo    limited    as  to   profcribe 
any  privy  counlellor  from    the    prefence    of 
his  fovercign;   no   fecret  influence   had   ever 
exiftcd;    but  when    the    king  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  require  his  attendance  he  wa*  obliged 
to  obey  the  fummons.      He  had  more  tbati 
once  in  the  lad  five  weeks  been  with  his  ma^ 
jefty,  but  never  went  except  on  official  bufioefs, 
and  when  exprefsly  required.     The  idea  of  fe* 
cret  influence  was  a  popular  trap  for  the  mul- 
titude-;   it  exifted  only  in  imagination,    and 
was  brought  forward  for    political    purpofes. 
He  appealed  to    lord  Noith,  with  whom  he 
had  the  hoiiour  afferving  ten  years,  whether 
the  fecret  influence  fo  infidiouflv  hinted  eveir 
had  exiftence;  he  claimed  an  explicit  declara- 
tion, and  from  a  well-founded  confidence  in 

his 
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CHAP,  hislordiliip'sinnate  principles  of  honour,  wony* 

XLV.    abide  by  his  rietennination.     Lord  Thurlovv 

17SJ.     -who  was  alio  alluded  to  as  one  of  the  fecret 

advifersy  was  equally  exculpated  by  Mr.  Jen-^ 

kinfon. 

Lord  North  anfwered  this  appeal  with  his 
ufual  integrity  and  candour,,  difdaining  to 
fwell  the  popular  cry  againil  an  opponent  by 
falfe  or  equivocal  ftatements ;  he  owned  that, 
during  his  admiiiiftration,  he  had  never  found 
any  fecret  influence  lurking  behind  the  throne 
which  frufirated  his  intentions.  He  had  often 
received  advice  from  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  but 
never  knew  that  he  gave  counfel  to  his  fove* 
reign  which  he  could  not  publicly  juftify.  He 
extended  fimilar  teftimony  to  lord  Thurlow, 
declaring  that  he  had  always  found  him  an  able> 
honeft,  and  upright  man,  and  believed  him 
worthy  of  the  office  he  filled.  The  motion 
was  carried  with  only  four  diifentient  voices. 
17th.  The  king  returned  a  gracious  anfwer  to  the 

addrefs;  but  the  difficulties  which  impeded 
the  arrangement  were  not  yet  obviated,  and 
sift.  the  earl  of  Surrey  moved  a  refolution,  declar- 
ing the  interpofition  of  the  houfe  neceflary  on 
this  alarming  crifis.  Mr.  Pitt  reprobated  the 
propofal,  as  conveying  a  difrefpeftful  reflec- 
tion on  the  king's  promife ;  lord  John  Ca- 
vendifli  and  lord  North  alfo  declaring  difap- 
probation,  lord  Surrey  withdrew  it,  fubiti- 
tuting  a  motion  for  an  addrefs,  declaring 
that  delays  in  a  mattet  fo  momentous  as 
forming  an  adminiflration,  would  tend  to 
weaken  the  authority  of  government,  retard 
pacific  arrangements,  and  perpetuate  diftrefs 
and  confufion  An  acrimonious  debate  en- 
fued;  in  which  Mr.  Dundas  infmuated   that 

the 
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the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  having  that  chap. 
<lay  refigned  his  fituation,  no  further  difiicul-    ^^*  ^ 
ties  would  arife.      Mr.  Pitt  had  ahvays  \le-     i7gj* 
clared  that  he  only  retained  his  office  till  a 
fucceflbr  could  be  nominated;  and  it  would 
«ot  have  been  repugnant  to  tlie  wilhes  of  any 
party  that  he  fliould  retain  his  place,  could  other 
con liftent  arrangements  have  been  perfe6ted. 

The  motion  was  withheld  from  a  decifion;  id  April. 
and  a  new  adminiftration  was  foon  announced  ^^"^  ™*®^' 
to  the  houfe.     The  cabinet  was  compofed  of   ^' 
tlie  duke  of  Portland,  firft  lord  of  the  trea* 
fury,  lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  lord  John  Cavendilh  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  lord  Keppel  firft  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty, lord  Stormont  prefident  of  the  council^ 
and  the  earl  of  Carlifle  lord  privy  feal. 

The  great  feal  was  given  in  commiflfion  to 
lord  Loughborough,  Mr.  juftice  Aflihurft,  and 
Mr.  baron  Hotham;*  and  lord  Mansfield  was 
appointed  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  lord 
vifcount  Townlhend  was  mafter-general,  Mr. 
Courtenay  furveyor-general,  and  Mr.  Adam 
treafurer  of  the  ordnance.  Colonel  Fitzpa- 
trick  fecretary  at  war,  Burke  paymafter  of 
the  forces,  and  Mr.  Charles  Townihend  trea- 
furer of  the  navy.  Lord  Sandwich  accepted 
the  rangerfliip  of  St.  James's  and  Hyde  Parks, 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley  was  appointed  cap- 
tain of  the  yeoman  of  the  guards,  the  earl  of 
Jerfey  captain  of  the  band  of  penfioners,  and 
lord  Hinchinbrooke  niafter  of  the  buck*- 
hounds,  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Lee  regained  the 
offices  of  attorney  and  folicitor-general,  Sheri- 

s  The  duke  of  Richmond  made  a  inoftion,  3d  June,  to  declare  the 
Appointment  of  Judges  to  a^  as  commiflioners  of  the  great  feal*  aa 
inn-ingement  oFthe  13th  of  William  III. ;  which  after  a  Jong  debate 
«ra«  reje^cd  winhovt  a  divifion. 

dan 
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CHAP,  dan  and  Richard  Burke  were  fecretiaries  to  th<; 

^^^^  treafurv,  and  the  honourable  Mr.  St.  John  and 
1783.  colonel  North  under  fccretaries  of  ftatc.  The 
viceroyalty  of  Ireland  was  conferred  on  the 
earl  of  Northington,  Mr.  William  Windham 
was  iappointed  fecretary,  and  Mr.  Eden  vice- 
treafurer  of  that  kingdom. 

CoAmcr-        One  of  the  mod  interefting  objefts,  the  de* 

eoorfe^'ith  ^^^^^^  ^^  which  fecmed  partly  fufpended  dur- 
America     ing  the  late  miniflerial  interregnum^  was  the 
regulated,   eftabliflimcnt  of  a  Commercial  intercourfe  with 
America.     This  fubjeft  claimed  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  legiflature^  Mr*  Hartley  having 
fttth  Jan.    on  the  day  after  the  provifional  articles  were 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  recommended  an  inftant 
repeal  of  the  reft  rain  ing  aft.       But  however 

{irefling  the  confideration  of  the  fubjeft;  might 
eem,  the  moft  eminent  orators  in  parliament 
did  not  appear  to  have  formed  a  juft  and  well 
foun<led  fyftcrt,  but  evinced  a  readinefs  to 
rifque  the  whole  commercial  welfare  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  a  preference 
in  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  an  undue  and  even  ridiculous  value  was 
affixed.  The  miniftrv  were  blamed  for  not 
fubmitting  to  the  houfc  a  proje6l  for  fecuring 
the  trade  of  America ;  combinations  of  other 
countries,  to  the  difad vantage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  frauds  by  the  merchants  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  were  apprehended ;  and  it  was 
even  faid  that  not  only  the  reftraining  aft 
ought  to  be  repealed,  but  the  navigation  laws 
•  ftould  be  made  fubfcrvicnt  to  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  the  two  countries. 

BiLTs  were  accordingly  brought  in  for  re- 
pealing the  reftrainins;  aft,  and  eftablifliing  a 
provifional  intercourfe  witli  America.  Thfe 
former  pafled  without  much  difficulty :  in  dif^^ 

culling 
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cufllng  the  other,  fome  enlightened  and  judi*  chap. 
cious  members  save  opinions  which  rectified  .J^^ 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe  ou  the  value  of  «7ti- 
American  commerce,  and  inculcated  a  proper 
regard  for  the  Britifh  navigation  law,  the  trade 
of  the  Weft  India  iilands,  and  the  commercial 
intercourfe  with  Ruflia  and  other  nations;  lord 
Sheffield  and  Mr.  Eden  ditplayed  great  ability 
in  thefe  debates ;  and  lord  Sheffield,  through  the 
medium  of  the  prefs'^  rendered  an  eifential  ier- 
vice  to  the  country,  bv  imparting  minute,  pre-^ 
cife,  and  copious  infx)rmation,  accompai^ied 
with  fane  and  liberal  maxims  refpecling  gene" 
ral  policy  and  colonial  principles,  tending  at 
once  to  eftabliih  the  real  interefts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  render  her  intercourfe  with  her  late 
colonies  permanent,  advantageo^is,  and  ho- 
nourable to  both.  Finally,  a  temporary  bill 
pafled  M'hich  became  annual,  abrogating  the 
requifition  of  certain  inftruments  from  fhips  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  and  vefting  in 
the  king  the  power  of  regulating  the  commer-  May. 
cial  intercoune. 

Another  fubjeft  conneded  with  America, 
which  claimed  the  attention  of  parliament,  was 
the  cafe  of  the  loyalifts.  Great  commiferation 
of  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  was  exprefled  in 
the  debates  on  the  provifional  articles  of  peace; 
the  conduA  of  Philip  III.  of  Spain  was  fre- 
quently cited  in  reproof  of  the  Britifli  miniftry. 
On  concluding  a  truce  with  the  United  States 
of  Holland  in  1 609^  he  obtained  for  his  adhe- 
rents the  enjoyment  of  their  eftates,  which 
was  afterwards  fecured  to  them  and  their  heirs 

h  Obfervatlont  on  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
^nd  of  the  American  States.  They  gave  a  greater  detail  of  the  com- 
parative Itate  of  navigation,  mamifa^ure^  and  trade,  than  had  beea 
publiflied  before. 

by 
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^HAp,  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter  in  1648;.  but  the 

n,^^^"^    loyalifts  of  America,  who  had  foregone  theii 

iy^3«      all  for  Great  Britain,  had  no  refource  but  a 

recommendation  of  congrefs  to  tlie  provincial 

S4tbjune.  legiflatures.  Parliament  was  informed  in  tlie 
courfe  of  the  feflion,  that  altiiough  congrefe 
bad  recommended  the  loyalifts,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  quit  for  ever  the  American  conti- 
nent, to  avoid  the  implacable  fury  of  their  re- 

»7th,  publican  countrymen.  As  an  eaineft  of  their 
further  intentions,  parliament,  in  a  commit* 
tee  of  fupply,  granted  to  the  Anierican  officers, 
who  had  ferved  in  volunteer  corps,  their  half* 
pay.  Some  differences  of  opinion  prevailed  on 
the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  which  was  par- 
ticularly fupported  by  lord  Sheflield,  for  the 
puipofe  of  {^curing  fome  immediate  help  for 
.  the  military;  both  fides  of  the  houfe,  however, 
concurring  in  cordial  and  generous  fentiments 
towards  the  honourable  vidlima  of  perfecution, 
an  a6t  was  palled,  appointing  commiilioners 
to  inquire  into  their  lolfes  and  fervices,  with  a 
view  of  making  compenfation. 

Pehatrton       The  general  proceedings  of  tliis  feffion  were 

tbtioaii.  remarkable  for  the  eageniefs  with  which  the 
oppofmg  parties  contended  in  the  race  of  po- 
pularity. The  new  miniilry  were  compelled, 
by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  to  negotiate  a 
^loan  of  twelve  millions  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year,  and  to  provide  ways  and  means  for  pay- 
ing the  intereft,  with  unufual  difpatch.     The 

5th  May.  tcima  wcrc  arraigned  with  great  feverity ;  and 
lord  Shelburne  made  a  condemnatory  motion, 
M  hich  he  fupported  with  ability.  An  a6l  which 
inipofcd  a  fmall  ftamp  duty  on  receipts  for 
money  paid,  was  defcanted  on  Mith  peculiar 
iuvidiournefs;  and  as  it  was  eaty  to  alarm  the 
trading  interclt,   a  confiderable  clamour  was 

excitedt 
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excited.    Fortunately  the  miniftry  wefe  fuffi-  chap. 
cicntly  firm  not  to  relinquiih,  in  confequence   ^^^. 
of  an  ilUjudged  refiftance,   a  tax  which  has     i/ts* 
fince  been  much  improved,  and  found  benefit 
cial  and  produ6tive :  it  was,  however,  an  inex- 
hauftible  theme  of  inveftive. 

Under  the  influence  of  Burke,  an  aft  was  Bconomi- 
palTed,  amending  the  ftatute  of  laft  year  for  re-  f^^ 
gulating  the  office  of  payhiafter ;  and  under 
the  aufpices  of  Pitt,  a  bill  paffed  the  lower 
houfe  for  introducing  economial  reforms  into 
the  treafury  offices,   but  was  rgefted  by  the 
lords.      Several  acrimonious  motions  on  the 
fubjeft  of  peiifions,  granted  to  lord  Thurlow,  co- 
lonel Barr6,  atid  other  eminent  public  charac- 
ters, difplayod  the  aftivity  of  party  without  pro- 
ducing any  perrftaUentefFeft.     A  bill  introduc-  30*  June. 
ed  by  ford  Ma(hon,  fot  preventing  bribery  and 
Corruption  at  eleftiotis,  was  alfo  unfuccefsf ul ;  'sthMay* 
and  Sawbridge's  annual  motion  for  a  reform  of 
parliament  m^t  with  its  ufual  fate. 

pHQif  thefe  efforts  the  public  had  not  per-  Pitt's  mo* 
ha^s  formed -ariy  fanguine  expe6lations,  but  t>on^^or» 
ever  finoe  %he  f ailuFe  of  -Mr.  Pitt's  motion  of  ^u^cnt, 
iaft  year,' ftrettuous  -exertions  had  been  made 
to  dbtaiu    ftroftg    declarations,  as  well  from 
chartered  and  political,  as  from  felf-conftituted 
bodies,  in  favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 
Miany  petitions  were  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  as  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  known  pa- 
tron of  the  meafure,  attempts  were  not  want- 
ing to  impel  hira  to  introduce  it  l>efore  the 
change  of  mini  ftry.  Thefe  he  evaded  with  great 
dexterity ;  but  when  the  ordinary  bufinefs  was 
completed,  he  obtained  a  call  of  the  houfe, 
and  brought  forward  three  refolutions,    firft,  7th  May. 
that  it  was  neccflaiy  to  adopt  meafures  for 
preventing  bribery  and  expence  at  el.eQ;ions-;  -fe- 

cond^ 
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CHAP,  cond,  when  the  majority  of  voters  in  a  bcv 
^JJ-V^  fough  fliould  be  con  vided  of  corruption,  the  bo« 
i7Ssf  rough  fliouId  be  disfranchifed,  and  the  minority, 
not  conviSed,  entitled  to  vote  for  the  county; 
and  third,  that  an  addition  fliould  be  made  to 
the  county  members,  and  reprefentatives  of  the 
metropolis* 

In  recommending  his  refolutions,  Mr.  Pitt 
pronounced  an  animated  eulogy  on  the  firitifh 
conftitution ;  while  £ngUnd  remained  under  a 
government  perfeflly  free,  he  obferved,  flie 
never  failed  to  perfonn  exploits  which  dazzled 
the  neighbouring  nations.  But  a  melancholy 
feries  of  events  had  eclipfed  the  glory  of  Pri^ 
tain,  exhibiting  a  reverfe  of  fortune  which 
could  be  accounted  for  only  by  acknowledge 
ingthat,  during  the  laft  fifteen  years,  there  had 
been  a  deviation  from  the  priticiple^  of  that 
happy  conftitution  under  which  the  people  liad 
fo  long  flourifljed.  He  then  entered  into  a 
hiftory  of  the  efforts,  which  of  late  years  had 
been  made  for  fatisfying  the  people  on  this  im- 
portant fubje^t :  ^  fpirit  pr  fpeculation  had 
gone  forth,  and  a  variety  qf  fcbeme^  founded 
in  vifionary  and  inipradicable  ideas  of  reform, 
\vere  fuddenly  produced.  It  was  not  for  him, 
with  unhallowed  hands,  to  touch  the  venerable 
pile  of  the  conftitution;  to  fte  it  in  need  of 
repair  was  fuffif^iently  melancholy;  but  the 
more  he  revered,  the  more  he  wiflied  to  fecure 
its  duration  to  the  lateft  pofterity,  and  the 
greater  he  felt  the  neceflity  of  guarding  againft 
Its  decay.  He  had  therefore  abandoned  the 
principle  which  he  fuggefted  laft  year ;  and  his 
prefent  objed  was  not  to  innovate,  but  rather 
renew  and  invigorate  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, without  deviating  raaterially  irom  its  pre-* 
lent  form. 
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Among  the  expedients  for  reftorirts:  tne cdn*  chap. 
ftitiition,  and  excluding  the  influence  of  the  J^ 
crown  from  parliament,  he  had  principally  ^7^y 
heard  of  three ;  one  was  to  extend  the  right 
of  voting  for  metnbers  of  parliament  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  indifcrimi- 
natcly.  This  propofition  was  founded  on  the 
principle  that  men  ought  only  to  be  governed 
by  laws  to  which  they  had  given  their  confent; 
but  he  utterly  rejefted  and  condemned  it,  as  a 
Kbel  on  the  wifdom  of  thofe  renowned  ancef- 
tors,  who,  in  the  fulnefs  of  their  wifdom,  form- 
ed the  conftitution  for  the  government  of  free- 
men, not  of  flaves.  If  this  doftrine  lliould 
prevail,  all  who  voted  for  unfuccefsful  candi- 
dates mnft  be  flaves,  and  the  members  mull  be 
(laves  to  laws  made  agaiuft  their  wills,  and  in 
repugnance  to  their  votes.  Members  onc6 
chofen  Avere  in  effeft  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple including  tbofe  who  did  not  vote,  and 
even  thofe  whofe  fuffrages  were  againft  them; 
the  propofed  innovation  would  infer  that  no 
houfe  of  commons  ever  had  been  a  true  ^nd 
conftitutional  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  for 
no  houfe  of  commons  had  been,  or  could  be 
elefted  by  all  the  men  in  the  kingdom.  Ano- 
ther plan  was  to  disfrancliife  all  thofe  which  in 
common  fpeech  were  termed  rotten  boroughs. 
The  projed  was  fpecious;  but  though  he  con-* 
fidered  them  as  deforn.itres  which  disfigured 
the  fabric  of  the  conftitution,  he  feared  they 
could  not  be  removed  without  endangering  the 
whole  pile.  But  though  unwilling  to  diliblve, 
he  would  endeavour  by  his  plan  to  reftrain 
them  as  much  as  poffible  from  injuring  the  con- 
ftitotion.  This  brought  him  to  the  third  plan, 
that  of  adding  to  the  houfe  a  certain  number 
of  members  lelurned  bv  the  counties  and  the 

VOL.  III.  p  p  metropolis; 
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CHAP,  metrdpolis ;  and  as  thefe  members  appeared  lead 
yjj;^;^^  liable  to  the  influence  of  corruption,  he  approv- 
1783-  ed  the  meafure,  and  though  he  would  not  fix 
a  fpecific  number  in  his  mctioti,  it  ought 
not,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  lefs  than  a  hundred- 
The  houfe  would  then  be  more  numerous  than 
could  be  wilhedj  but  better  it  fhould  be  fa 
than  the  liberties  of  the  country  endangered 
bv  the  baleful  influence  of  the  cro\vn;  and  the 
disfranchifement  of  boroughs,  where  the  voters 
were  con vifted  of  coiTuption,  would  reduce^  by 
degrees,  the  number  of  membets  of  parliament 
to  a  proper  flandard. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  fupported  the  motion  j 
but  thinking  a  hundred  additional  members 
too  many,  he  propofed  that  the  increafe  fhould 
be  only  one  reprefentative  for  each  county  la 
England  and  Wales.  Deprecating  all  mifre- 
prelentations  whicih  might  arife  from  his  pecu- 
liar fituatiou  as  proprietor  of  Old  Sarum,  he 
requefted  leave  to  furrender  it  into  the  hands 
of  parliaifient  as  a  voluntary  facrifice,  as  a  vic- 
tim to  be  offered  up  at  the  flirine  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  Should  the  tender  be  accepted,  he 
wifhed  to  recommend  that  the  power  of  return- 
ing two  members  fhould  be  transferred  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  bank  of  England. 

Fox  alfo  argued  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
but  treated  with  derifion  the  offer  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Pitt,  who,  he  faid,  had,  notwithflanding 
his  fine  flouriflies,  made  an  offer  which  he 
knew  could  not  be  accepted.  It  had  a  great 
found,  but  its  real  was  far  inferior  to  its  appa<- 
rent  merit. 

Mr.  Dun  das  gave  his  reafons  for  voting 
in  fupport  of  the  refolutions ;  but  both  he  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  incurred  the  ridicule  of 
Sheridan,  as  liew  profelytes  to  Mr.  William 
Pitt. 

WhIL£ 
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'  WftttK  the  advocates  "of  the  meafitte  were  chap. 
thus  difcordant  among  themfelves,  its  opponents     xlv.  ' 

Jurfued  a  more  confiftent  mode  of  conduft.  ^%^ 
Ir.  Powys,  the  firft  {beaker  on  that  fide,  de* 
feribed  the  artifices  ufed  to  inflame  the  public 
expeftation,  and  procure  petitions  ;  he  ana- 
lyzed the  refoUitions  of  the  county  meetings, 
and  tlie  petitions  before  the  houfe,  and  proved 
that  the  meafures  propofed  were  not  qualified 
to  fatisfy  tl)e  petitioners.  He  fhewed  from  the 
publications  of  two  affociations,  called  the 
Conftitutional  Society,  and  the  Quintuple  Alli- 
ance, that  univerfal  fuffrage  alone  jould  be 
adequate  to  their  pretenfions.  The  whole 
number  of  petitioners  did  not  exceed  twenty 
thoufand ;  and  neither  Manchcfter,  Birming- 
ham, Sheffield,  Leeds,  or  Halifax,  great  un- 
reprefented  manufaSuring  towns,  were  on  the 
lift.  The  flowers  of  oratory  had  been  employed 
in  decorating  thofe  happy,  virtuous,  halcyon 
days,  when  England  was  fo  blelfed  in  a  chafte 
and  equal  reprefentation ;  but  he  wiflied  to  bC 
reminded  in  whofe  reign  that  un  corrupt  "and 
virtuous  reprefentation,  and  at  what  period  of 
hiftory  that  perfect  equality  exifted. 

Lord  North  oppofed  the  motiorf,  in  a 
Ipeech  equally  <liftinguifhed  for  brilliant  wit 
and  folid  argument*  On  the  diflference  df 
opinion,  refpcAing  the  number  of  additional 
knights  of  the  ihire  to  be  returned,  he  ufed  8^ 
fportive  allufion  to  the  tragedy  of  King  Learj 
where  the  abdicated  monarch  requires  in  his' 
train  a  hundred  knights,  one  of  his  daughters 
confents  to  allow  him  fifty;  but  I,  he  faidr 
like  the  other  daughter,  M'ill  not  conient  to  • 

one,  **  no  not  one."  The  petitions  which  had 
been  obtained,  proceeded  from  infinitely  the 
minority  in  each  county.     That  from    loxk- 

F  p  '2  ihhe. 
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CHAP,  iliire,  great  and  extenfive  as  it  was,  came  re- 
y^^^^  commended  only  by  nine  thoufand  names  ;  that 
J7«3.  of  Suffolk  M'as  figned  only  by  the  flieriff ;  a 
proof  that  the  flieriif  of  Suffolk  >vifhed  for 
reform,  but  not  that  it  was  delired  by  the  peo- 
ple. From  a  number  fo  comparatively  fmall  as 
twenty  thoufand  names  fubfcribed  to  the  peti- 
tions, Mas  it  credible  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole  people  of  England  could  be  collefted  ? 
^nd  how  had  thofe  petitions  been  obtained  ? 
J^ot  from  the  public,  but  a  prejudiced  part  of 
the  public.  The  affizes  were  held  twice,  the 
feffions  four  times  in  every  year;  on  thefe.oc- 
cafions  the  people  met  in  the  moft  fair  and  in- 
difcriminate  manner;  but  were  the  fignatures 
to  petitions  taken  then?  No;  country  meet- 
ings as  they  were  called  were  held  ;  proje6lors 
with  fet  fpeeches  and  ready  framed  petitions 
came  prepared  to  meet  a  number  of  prejudiced 

Eeople,  invited  to  fign  what  was  ready  for  their 
.  gnature :  the  queftion  was  begged  or  bor- 
rowed, or  hofpitably  ftolen,  to  accommodate 
the  cravin^j  appetites  of  fuch  craving  guefls. 
Thofe  who  neither  liked  the  invitation  nor  the 
farej  prudently  remained  at  home ;  and  the 
houfe  w.aa  to  decide  whether  they  ,woyld  pay 
rclpccl  to  tUe  few  reformu'^  4>x  the  contented 
■OHiltitude.  •      '      r  ^ 

»  Alluding  to  an  infinuation,  that  bad  lin- 
njffcrs  were  continued  in  office  contrary  to  the 
vQice  of  the -people,  by  the  over-ruling  influ- 
Oice'*of  the  crown,;"  lord  North  faid,  "  I  will 
Dot  affecl  to  think  the  ftroke  is  not  levelled 
at  me;  but,  I  trufttlie  ciuidid  and  difcernins^ 
part  of  Jhc  houfe  will  fee  that  the  attack  is 
itiofl:  unjurt.  I  was  not,  when  Sixit  honoured 
with  office,  a  minifter  of  chance,  or  a  creature 
of  whom  parliament  had  no  experience.      I 

was 
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Mas   found    among  you.      I   had   been  long  chap. 
known  to  you ;  1  obtained  your  fupport;  when    J^lj 
that  fupport  was  withdrawn,  I  cealed  to  be  a     ij^z* 
niinifter.     I  >ras  the  creature  of  parliament  in 
my  rife ;  when  I  fell  I  was  its  vi6tim.     I  came 
among  you  without  connection ;  here  I  was 
firft  known ;  you  raifed  me  up,  you  pulled  me 
down.     I  have  been  the  creature  of  your  opi- 
nion and  your  power;  and  the  hiftory  of  my 
political   life  is   one  proof,  which   will  Hand 
againft  and  overturn  the  wild  aliertions,  that 
there   is    a  corrupt  influence   in   the    crown, 
which  deftroys  the  independence  of  this  houfe. 
Does  my  hiftory  Ihew  the  undue  influence  of 
the  crown  ?  Or  does  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
prove  the  potent  eflScacy  of  the  public  voice  ? 
If  then  that  voice  is  fo  powerful  as  to  remove 
whatever  may  be  difpleafing  to  the  opinions 
of   the  country,    what  need    is  there  of  this 
paraded   reformation?*'      "One   gentleman," 
he   proceeded,    "  fays,  give  the  people    fifty 
knights,  and  then  make  your  ftand. — I  oppofe 
this  idea — begin  with  innovation,  and  there  is 
no  knowing   where   you  will   flop — like    the 
gravity  of  a  finking  body,  its  velocity  increafes 
in  proportion  to  its  weight.     The  addition  of 
one  hundred,  or  even  of  fifty  county  members, 
would  give  a  decided  fuperiority  to  the  landed 
intereft  over  the  commercial  ;    and   it  is  the 
beauty  of   the    conftitution  of   the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  like  the  general  fabric  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature,  it  provides  for,  and  preferves 
the  due  balance,  between  the  fevcral  great  in- 
terefts  of  the  empire,   the  landed,  the   com- 
mercial, and  the  monicd.     But  let  us  not  be* 
gin;  Fffhicipiis  objia.     Let  us  aft  like  men. 
We  are  not  the  deputies,  but  the  reprcfentatives 
of  the  people.     We  are  not  to  refer  to  them 

p  p  3  before 
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CHAP,  before  we  determine.  We  {land  here  aatbev 
y_  -  - '^  would  ftand  ;  to  ufe  our  6wn  difcretion,  with- 
>7^s-  out  feeking  any  other  guidance  under  heaven. 
In  a  word,  as  no  defeft  in  the  conftitution  has 
been  proved,  as  we  have  b^ard  nothing  but 
declamation  and  furmife,  tp  warrant  fo  awetul 
and  fo  important  a  meafure,  as  an  innovation 
ou  the  form  of  that  venerable  palladium,  which 
jiges  have  fanflified,  let  me  conjure  you  to  re- 
ject—what, if  adopted,  muft  inevitably  lead  to 
ruin." 

Th  e  mot  ion  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four.* 
lyAjune,      Another  meafure  of  a  popular  nature  wais 
Firft  peti-    flightly  difcuUed  in  the  houfe  of  convmons. 
aHoiiih^ng  A  bill  fof  regulating  the  flave  trade  having 
iKcnavc     been  introduced,  the  quakers  took  the  oppor- 
^^^        tunity  to  implore  of  parliament,  tlie  total  abo- 
lition of  the  traffic ;  but  after  a  lliort  debate, 
the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  incident  in  itfolf  would  not  deferve  com^ 
Hienioration,  but  as  the  firft  effort  on  a  fubjeft 
which   has   (ince  occafioned  ftrenuous   exer* 
tions.  and  producei^  violent  diverfitics  of  opi* 
nion,    as  well  in  parliament,   a£  amonqr  the 
public. 
%%d.         Thk  only  remaining  fubjeft  of  importan<>c^ 
^iSbfffh     ^^'1^'^h  engaged  the  attention   of  parliament, 
mem  of  the  was  a  mellkge  from  the  king  to  both  houfes^ 
prince  of    rcqu'riug  a  fepaj'atc  eftablifLment  for  the  prince 
of  Wales,  who  M'as  now  arrived  at  the  age  of 
^jth.      maturity.     His  majefty  agreed  to  allow  to  the 
heir  apparent,,  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  out 
of  the  civil  lift;  but,  in  confideration  that  the 
revenue  fo  reduced  could  not  bear  anv  fur- 
ther  burthen,  parliament  granted  to  th^  k)og 

i  293  to  14^. 

an 
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an  aid  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds*  to  equip  the    chap. 
prince  in  a  manner  fuited  to  his  dignity.  xlv. 

At  an  advanced  period   of  the  year,   the   ^""TtsT' 
king  terminated  the  feflion,  thanking  the  houfe  ,6ih  jtiiy. 
of  commons  for  enabling  him  to  make  provi-  ciofeoi  ih* 
fion  for  the  prince  of  Wales.  ^^*^^"- 

His  majelty  alfo  exprelie^l  regret  at  not  be-  Definitive 
ing  able  to  announce  the  completion  of  the  ^»e»fi«^sof 
definitive  treaties;  but  after  the  fjgnature  of  J^icj.^^' 
preliminaries  every  difficulty  vanifljed,  except 
thofe  which  arofe  from  the  unfettled  ftate  of  the 
Britifli  government,  and  thofe  which  originat- 
ed in  a  few  captures  made  fubfcquent  to  the 
commencement  of  negotiations.     For  the  fake 
of  compliment,  the  emperor  of  Germany  and 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  were  admitted  as  mediators; 
but  the  compacts  were  arranged  without  their 
affiftance,  though  formally  lantlioned  by  the 
declaratory    atteftations     of    their    miuiftei-s. 
Holland,  under  the  influence  of  France,  ac-  *d  Sept. 
ceded  to  prclimiuaries  on  the  buds  of  mutual 
rcftitution,  except  the  town  of   Negapatam, 
which  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain.     The  defi- 
nitive treaties  with  France,  Spain,  and  Amc* 
ric^  were  executed  on  the  cnfuing  day.  3d  Sept.  . 
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CHAPTER   THE   FORTY-SIXTH: 


17  83. 

General  Tiexo  of  the  late  belligerent  port  ers: — 
Jmerha — loyalifts  provided  for  by  Great 
Britain — condition  of  the  Ameirican  army. 
— Prudence  of  JVaJhington — he  refigns  the 
commandy  cmd  retires  with  honours  and  ace  la- 
inatio?is. — Cincinnati. — Debts  and  embar^ 
rajfnients  oj  America,-^ State  of  Fra?7ce — 
Spain — Holland. — Condud:  of  the  imperial 
courts. — State  of  Great  Britain. —  Inter- 
view of  Mr.  Adams  with  the  king. — General 
l^emarks. 

CHAP.  /^HEAT  Britain  having  now  emerged  from 
y^}^^!^  the  nioft  extraordinary  conteft  in  which  a 
i7«3-  nation  bad  ever  engaged,  and  refpe61ing  the 
wT/thc  termination  of  which  the  moft  gloomy  fore- 
late  belli-  bodings  had  been  entertained,  it  only  remains 
gcrcnt        ^^  review  her  fituation  in  comparifon  with  other 


powerf. 


powers,  and  particularly  thoft  with  M'hom»lhe 
nad  been  engaged  in  hoftilities. 
America.  Amo  X  G  thele,  America  firlt  claims  attention, 
a^  well  becaufe  flie  was  the  original  fource  of 
conteft,  as  from  the  novelty  of  her  political 
relation  to  other  ftates.  Colonies  planted  and 
cftabliilied  yi  peace,  foftered,  protected,  and  en- 
riched by  the  mother-country,  had  emapcipated 
themfelves  from  her  reftraint,  and  formed  a 
feparate,  anji  in  fome  refpects  hoped  to  become 
a  rivalcftabliflrtient.  To  Catholic  and  de- 
fpotic  monarchs,  Proteftant  republicans  were 
indebted  for  thatfupport,  which  enabled  them 
to  maintain  principles  o1(  hatred  and  contempt 

of 
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of  kings,  to  fpurn  at  all  rule  but  that  of  a  chap. 
lesjiflative  elertive  body,  and  to  aflociate  with    xlvi. 
the  ideas  of  freedom  and  natural  right,. thofe     17?^. 
of  repubhcanifm  and  national  equality.      If 
from  motives  of  gratitude,  the  newly  created 
ftates  might  be  expefted  to  court  continual 
alliance,  and  giveexclufive  preference  to  France 
and  Spain,  other  caufes,  not  lefs  cogent,  natu- 
rally tended  to  regenerate  partialities  towards 
Great  Britain.     No  part  of  the  hiftpry  of  Ame- 
rica was  obfcure  or  uncertain ;    the  period  to 
which  all  other  nations  are  obliged  to  refer 
their  origin,  commonly  called    **  the  night  of 
time,""    with  them  had  no  exiftence.      Every 
record,  every  teminifcence  brought  back  their 
ancient  conne<5lion,  their  indifputable  origina- 
tion ;  and  if  the  heat  of  party,  or  the  petverfion 
of  hiftorical  faft,  for  the  purpofes  of  fuppofed 
advantage,  fan61ioned  momentary  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  the  condu6l  and  motives  of  the  parent 
ftate,  the  more  imperifliable,  and  never  failing 
records  of  language,  cuftoms,  manners,   and 
jurifprudential  forms,  would  always  certiiy  that 
not  only  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Americans 
as  a  people,  but  the  foundation  of  their  mod 
valuable  focial  inftitutes,   were  derived  from 
Great  Britain.     To  thefe,  at  every  period  of  the 
revolution,  and  in  every  projeft  of  a  new  go- 
vernment, they  inflexibly  adhered.     Trial  by 
jury,  fenatorial  reprefentation,   liberty  of  the 
prefs,  and  habeas  corpus,  were,  in  their  defini  - 
fion,  not  modes  of  adminiftration,  but  natural 
rights  of  man  ;  and  when  they  had  attained  in- 
dependence founded  on  thefe  principles,  it  was 
natural  to  expe6l  that  every  motive  arifing  from 
fimrlarity  of  principles,  wants,  feelings,  and  ex- 
ertions, woidd  induce  attachment  and  prefer- 
ence for  Great  Britain. 

But 
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CHAP.  But  thefe  caufes  could  not  be  fpeculated on 
XLvi.^  as  likely  to  produce  immediate  efFefts.  AU 
though  tlie  terms  of  peace  with  the  United 
States  were  remarkably  liberal  in  tlie  articles  of 
limits,  fiflieries,  and  indeed  in  every  other  re^ 
fpeft,  the  condition  of  th?  country  was  neither 
fettled  nor  enviable. 

Is  the  eager  defirc  of  the  Briti/h  nniniftry 
and  people  to  derive  exclufive  advantages 
from  a  new  connexion  with  America,  the  wildeft 
fallics  of  imac;'ination  were  indulged,  Inftead 
of  viewing  the  United  States,  in  the  fituation 
tliey  had  eledcd,  as  a  foreign  country,  fome 
perfons  deiined  them  by  the  whimfical  term  of 
a  people  fui  gentris ;  fyftems  were  preferred 
to  experience,  rafli  theory  to  fuccefsful  prac- 
tice; and  attempts  were  even  fanciioned  for 
abandoning  the  navigation  ^>  the  guardian 
of  Britifli  profperity.*  But  the  excellent  deli* 
berative  forms  of  Britilh  legiflation,  and  the 
wholefome  freedom  of  the  preis,  prevented  this 
fatal  delufion  from  producing  its  word  eifefts. 
By  wifdom  in  difcuffing  the  bills  prefented  to 
parliament,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
too  hafty  decifion  were  averted ;  and  the  tem- 
porary poM^er  veiled  in  the  fovereign,  afforded 
time  for  obtaining  the  benefits  of  experience, 
inftead  of  forming  a  raA  judgment  on  the  bafis 
of  mere  fpeculation.  The  prefs  was  no  left 
judicioufly  employed  in  obviating  popular 
errors,  and  proving,  by  the  belt  arguments 
drawn  from  analogy,  comparifon,  and  calcula* 
tion,  that  the  greateft  advantages  would  be 
derived  from  American  commerce,  not  by  wild 
eagernefs  or  imprudent  facrifices„  but  by  libe- 
rality mingled  with  prudence,  and  by  a  finn 
tenaciouijiefs  of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain^ 

*  Obrervations  on  the  CooDinerceof  Aiiierica»by  kMrd>8hcfficld,  c.  i. 

without 
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without  too  jealouUy  preeluding  the  claims  of  chap. 
America.**  *-  k^^"^ 

Soon  after  the  fignature  of  the  definitive  1783. 
treaty,  the  British  troops  evacuated  Charlef- 
town,  New  York,  and  the  few  other  remaining 
pods.  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  forjhis  ferviccs,  re* 
ceived  a  peerage,  with  the  title  of  lord  Dor- 
chefter. 

The  congrefs  literally  fulfilled  the  terms  of  Loyaiiiik 
the  provilional  articles,   by  voting  a  recom-  ^^J*]^*^ 
mendation  of  the  loyaiiiis  in  the  very  words  of  gkZ 
the  treaty ;  but  the  manner  of  this  cold  recom*  Bn««n* 
inendation  was  effentially  different  from  thofe 
ardent  recommendations,  which  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  contett  impelled  the  colouifts  to 
war  againft  the  parent  Itate ;    it  was  in  courfc 
difregarded,  and  the  care  of  providing  for  its 
meritorious  objefts  devolved  on  the  mother- 
' country.     Claims  were  received  under  the  aft 
paffed  in  the  late  feflion,  from  about  three  thou- 
iaud  heads  of  families ;   two  thirds  of  wKich 
were  heard  and  determined  in  England,  the  re- 
mainder in  Nova  Scotia  or  Canada,  whither 
commiffioners  were  deputed.     The  grounds  of 
renumeration  M^ere  lolfes  of  real  or  perfonal 
eftate,  and  of  income  arifing  from  oiiices,  pro* 
feflions^  and  trade. 

The  amount  of  the  fijrft  fpecies.of  claims  ex- 
ceeded ten  millions  fterling,  from  which  deduc* 
tions  were  made  in  fmall  proportions,  leaving 
always  to  the  fufferer  means  of  independent 
fubfiilence ;  the  liquidations  were  made  by  in« 

*  The  moft  difllngttifb«d  and  uH^ul  produ^ion  on  thi*  fubjcft, 
vas  the  treatiie  by  Um^  Sheffield,  wbidb  I  have  already  qaoted.^  It 
was  read  with  avidity  aC  the  time,  and'  can  never  be  perufed  but 
with  advantage  and  inftru£^ion.  See  alfo,  Opinions  on  intereftin^ 
SttbjeAs,  by  G«orgt  Cbalmersy  Efq. 
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ftalments,  ihtereft  being  in  the  mean  time  al- 
lowed on  the  capital/ 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  claimants  demanded 
a  hundred  and  fit>y  thoufand  pounds  a  year; 
about  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  of  which 
were  allowed,  and  vefted  in  life  annuities,  from 
twenty  to  five  hundred  pounds  each. 

But  although  the  American  ftates  had  ob- 
tained the  defired  boon  of  peace  and  indepen- 
dence, and  fecured  as  public  property  the  fpoils 
of  the  lovalifts,  thev  found  their  tmubles  not 
terminated  but  varied.  The  army,  by  which 
conorefs  had  been  enabled  to  attain  the  favourite 
objerts  of  their  wiflies,  and  who  had  encoun- 
tered incredible  hardlliips  and  privations,  found 
thcmfelves  unrewarded  and  unpaid ;  and  did 
not  obtain  even  the  means  of  a  decent  fubfift^ 
ence.  An  anonymous  publication  proved  a 
futticicnt  incitement  to  impel  men  thus  fituated;** 
and  in  poflefTion  of  arms,  to  aftive exertions  for 
their  own  benefit.  The  moft  formidable  effefls 
were  apprehended  from  a  menaced  combination, 
but  averted  through  the  temperance  and  judg- 
ment of  Wafliinoton.  He  firft  mollified  the 
minds  of  the  officers,  in  feparate  interviews, 
and  afterwards,  in  a  general  meeting,  repre- 
fented  the  infamy  of  adopting  meafures  which 
would  fully  the  glory  of  feven  years  fevice,  in 
fuch  glowing  polours,  that  they  unanimoufly 
declared,  no  circumftarice  of  diftrefs  or  danger 
ihould  Ihake  their  confidence  in  the  jufticc  of 
their  country,  and  that  they  viewed  with  ab* 

r 

*!  The  dedu&ions  from  the  grofs  claimi  were  made  as  follows, 
Fi'om  fumsjiot  exceeding  ;f  .10,000  no  abatement;  from  £.  1 0,00a 
to  £.  20,000,  armall  din^inition,  which  was  progreilively  augmented 
to  the  largelt  demands.  Yet  after  all  drawbacks,  fome  claimants 
received  50,  fome  70,  and  one  £.  xoo,ooo.  An  unparalleled  mftabc^ 
of  magnanimity  and  juilice  in  a  nation  which  had  expended  nearly  a 
hundred  and  iikteen  millions  in  the  war, 

horrence 
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iiorrence  and  rejefted  with  difdairi,  the  mfa-   chap. 
hious  propofition  of  the  anonymous  addrefs.     XLVi. 
Wafhington  was  highly  applauded  for  his  con- 
duft  in  this  alarming  crifis ;  and  the  legiflative 
body,  inftrufted  by  recent  danger,  offered  to  xidMar. 
the  officers  the  amount  of  live  years  full  pay 
in  money,  or  in  fecurities  bearing  intereft  at  fix 
per  cent,  inftead  of  the  half-pay  which  had  been 
promifed  them  for  life. 

WijEN  the  officers  were  fatisfied,  a  confide-  zGthMdp 
|uble  difficulty  Hill  prefented  itfelf  in  difperfing 
io  large  a  body  of  foldiers ;  but  this  was  esaded 
by  granting  furloughs,   and  never  requiring 
tbofe  who  held  them  to  return.     Thus  the  im- 

■ 

patience  of  individuab  to  revifit  their  native 
homes,  diminiftied  tlie  rifk  of  difbanding  an 
unpaid  afmy  ;  the  men,  without  means  of  meet- 
ing to  coilftr  on  grievances,  refunied.  tlieir 
fituations  as  hufbandmen  or  artificers,  and  for- 
got thofe  demands  which  the  country  was  un- 
able to  liquidate.  All  were  not,  however,  fo  20th  juoc. 
eafily  fatisfied ;  eighty  of  the  Penfylvania  levies 
marched  from  Lancafter,  and  being  joined  by 
other  malcontents,  to  the  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred, repaired  to  the  ftate-houfe  at  Philadelphia 
in  martial  array,  placing  guards  at  the  doors, 
aad  threatening  iignal  vengeance,  unlefs  their 
juft  demands  were  gratified  witliin  twenty 
minutes.  Congrefs,  however,  found  means  to 
temporize  with  thefe  mutineers,  until  general 
Wafiiington  difpatchcd  afuperior  force,  which 

Suelled  the  difturbance.      Several  were  con- 
emnedto  death  and  other  puniihments^  but 
afterwards  pardoned* 

At  a  late  period  of  the  year,  when  the  num-  igth  oa. 
bers  of  the  coUe6live  military  body  were  greatly  J.^  ^^!^( 
diminilhed  by    permillive   abfences,    eongrefs 
iflued  p.  proclamation,  applauding  their  armies 

for 
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Ci^AP.   for  having  difplayed,  in  the  progrcfs  of  an  at- 
w^)!w    ^^^u*  *^d  difficult  war,  every  military  and 
»7t3«     patriotic  virtue,  thanking  them  for  their  long, 
eminent,  and  faithful  fervices,  and  declaring 
the  third   of  November  the  day  of  their  dif* 
miiiion.     With  great  difficulty,  four  months 
pay,  in  part  of  feveral  years  of  arrears,  were 
ftdKoT.     prefented  to  them.      On  the  day   preceding 
Waihing.   their  feparation,  the  general  ilTued  his  valedic-* 
5^  ^^   tory  orders,  in  endearing  language,  imploring 
"  the  choiceft  favours  of  heaven  on   thoie^ 
who,  under  divine  aufpices,  had  fecured  innu^ 
merable  bleffings  to  others;"  he  announced  at 
the  fame  time  his  intention  to  retire  from  the 
fervice ;   "  the  curtain  of  feparation  was  foon 
to  be  drawn,  and  the  military  fcene  to  him 
clofed  for  ever." 
«5th.  After  affifting  at  a  fplendid  feftivalon  the 

JJith**"^^'  evacuation  of  New  York,  the  general  took  an 
honours      affcding  Icave  of  his  officers.     At  Annapolis, 
and  accia-   which  was  tlicn  the  feat  of  congrefs,  he  refigned 
nations,      j^^  commiflion,  with  an  animated  and  eloquent 
compliment,  into  the  hands  of  the  prefident ; 
having  previoufly  delivered  to  tlie  comptroller 
in  Philadelphia,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  an 
account  of  tlie  public  monies  expended  by  him 
during  the  war,  which  did  not  amount  to  ^fteen 
thoufand  pounds,  and  perfeveringin  his  original 
intention  to  decline  all  pecuniary  conipenfation. 
In  his  iourney  to  his  paternal  eftate  at  Mount 
Vernon,  ne  was  faluted  at  every  town  and  vil- 
lage with  acclamations,  fire-works,  bon-fires, 
and  other  teftimonials  of  joy  and  congratula^ 
tion,  and  received  from  a  grateful  and  admiring 
people,  the  homage  of  numerous  aifedionate 
addreffes.     Perhaps  no  perfonal  chara£ier  ever 
flood  on  a  more  elevated  point  of  view,  than 
that  of  Waihington  at  this  period.    The  tri-- 
9  umph 


umpti  of  the  American  caufe  was  juftly  attri-  chap. 
buted  to  his  perfevcrance,  prudence,  and  judg*    XLVi. 
ment;  and  hi»  felf-denial  formed  a  noble  and      i;83. 
dignified  example,  rarely  paralleled. 

Yet  fuch  is  the  natural  jealoufy  of  repub-  cincmnatL 
lican  governments,  that  when  the  ejeneral  and 
his  officers  propofed  to  perpetuate  their  friend* 
fljip  by  the  eftablifliment  of  a  fociety  called 
Cincinnati^  the  whole  continent  took  alarm. 
It  Vas  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  introduce 
into  the  ftate  a  military  order ;  and  the  pro- 
pofition  to  admit  the  progeny  of  the  founders 
of  American  freedom  into  the  focietv,  was 
confidered  as  a  firft  ftcp  towards  the  ellab* 
liihttient  of  an  hereditary  nobility  :  the  Tubje^i 
was  argued  with  fo  much  heat,  that  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  affociation  beyond  the  peifons 
of  the  foundas  was  abandoned  ;  and  the  pro« 
ytOi  has  no  traces  of  exiflence,  but  in  name 
\rA  memory.  * 

Although  the  grofs  fum  of  their  debt  ap«  Deists  anci 
peared  trifling,   yet  the  pecuniary   embarrals-  ^^^^^^^ 
ments  of  the  United  States  prefented  great  Amchca, 
difficulties,  even   in  temporary  arrangement, 
and  threatened  to  .prove  a  permanent  bar  to 
their  future  profperity.     Their  domeilic  debt 
was  fomewhat  above  thirty-four  millions  of 
dollars,  or  feven  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.      To  France  America  was  in- 
debted for  pecuniary  aids,  eighteen  millions 
of  livres,  •  M'hich  it  was  agreed  to  liquidate 
by  inftalments,  with  intereft  at  five  per  cent,  in 
twelve  years.     A  further  fum  of  five  millions 

^  6«e  Confiderttton»  on  the  Society  or  Order  of  Cincinnati,  by 

CaiEus>  fuppofcd  ro  be  ^danuB  Burke,  one  of  the  chief  ju(^ices  of 
Sooth  Carulrna  ;  and,  ObfeiTztians  by  an  obfcurc  Individual^  both 
,  printed  at  Philadelphia  in  ^^%\. 

*  737^500  pounds  fterling* 

of 
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chap:  of  florins,  or  ten  millions  of  livres/  for  wliich 
?^^^'  the  king'  df  France  ftood  jointly  engaged  wifh 
1783.  congrefs  to  the  States  of  Holland,  was  to  l^c 
paid,  with  fimilar  intereft,  in  five  y^ars.  Their 
remaining  foreign  debts  amounted  to  about 
live  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fierliug.  The 
limited  authorities  of  congrefs,  and  the  difcre- 
tionary  powers  of  the  feveral  provinces,  formed 
great  impediments  to  the  funding  of  this  fum : 
to  a  fcheme  formed  by  the  general  legiflature, 
fome  acceded  totally,  and  fome  partially  ; 
while  others  withheld  their  confent  from  any 
meafure  which  had  a  tendency  to  lodge  the 
purfe  and  the  fword  in  the  fame  hands,  and 
refifted,  by  force  of  arms,  the  agents^tmploy ed 
by  congrefs  to  collect  the  leviesi  In  vain  were 
exhortations  and  pathethic  addreffcs  iffued, 
invoking  the  public  jullicc,  and  appealing  lb 
the  honour  of  the  country;  the  dilVc2:arcl  of 
fuch  motives,  when  incompatible*  with  private, 
intereft,  had  been  fo  long  farid;ioned,  tl>at 
fuch  appeals  met  with  little  regard;  and  the* 
impotency  of  governtneut  and  diflionefty  of 
the  people,  afforded  feiioUs  apprehenfions of  ge- 
neral bankruptcy.  Under  fuch  alarms,  in- 
creafed  by  the  violation  of  public  faith,  the 
force  of  private  obligations  Avas  dreadfully 
diminiflied ;  government  contrafls  were  fold 
for  a  tenth  part  of  their  nominal  value,  and 
all  was  fpeculation,  fraud,  injuftice,  and  ra- 
pine. 

The  eagernefs  of  European  powers  to  obtain 
a  preference  in  the  boafted  commerce  of  Ame- 
rica, added  to  thefe  evils.  An  inundation  of 
manufactures,  tendered  on  eafy  terms  of  cre- 
dit, tempted  the  merchants  to  adventure  in 

purchafes 
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ptircliafes  much  exceeding  their  fiowers  of  ^\^^' 
payment.  Debts  were  contraded  by  fome  to  ^^' 
the  full  amount  of  their  claims  on  the  Ameri-»  •^••* 
can  government ;  while  the  daily  depreciation 
of  sfovernment  fecurity  involved  the  demands 
of  individuals  in  the  general  ftateof  confufed 
fpeculation.  Thofe  wno  were  indebted  to  Bri- 
tiih  merchants  for  Contracts  before  the  war, 
were  additionally  diftrelVed.  By  the  terms  of 
the  peace  all  thefe  debts  were  to  be  paidj 
money  was  the  only  medium,  fince  no  hope 
could  exift  that  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
would  be  accepted  by  the  merchant  whom  a 
long  and  hazardous  war  had  greatly  injured 
by  delay  and  rHk«  Thus  fpecie  rapidly  difap-^ 
peared ;  while  the  means  of  reftoring  it  were 
fuppreffed  by  the  new  circumftances  of  Ame-^ 
rica,  in  confequence  of  her  fepaiation  from  the 
mother  country.  Commercial  treaties  werd 
formed  with  Sweden,  Pruffia,  and  the  emperor 
of  Morocco;  but  the  attempts  to  negotiate 
with  Great  Britain  were  for  fome  time  un* 
fuccefsful.  The  intercourfe  with  the  Weft 
India  Iflands,  from  which,  as  colonies,  they 
derived  large  fupplies  of  gold  and  filver,  waa 
of  couife  prohibited  by  the  colonial  and 
navigation  fyftem  of  Great  Britain ;  their  fifliC- 
ries  were  unprodu6live  in  confequence  of 
the  want  of  the  fame  favourable  markets,  and 
the  difcontinuance  of  Britifh  bounties;  and 
their  maritime  weaknefi  rendered  unavailing 
their  liberty  of  traffic  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
where  they  could  no  longer  protect  tllemfelves. 
againft  the  Algerine  corfairs.  Thus  fuiTounded 
bv  calamity,  terror,  and  poverty,  the  people 
viewed  witii  difguft  the  independence  which 
they  had  been  taught  fo  highly  to  appreciate  ; 
they  held  a  degraded  and  precarious  rank  f 
v«L.  ixi*  a  %.  among 
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CHAP,  among  the  powers  of  the  univerfe,  nor  did 
Si^  they  emerge  from  their  difgi-aceful  fituation» 
*7»s«  till  experience  pointed  out  the  ncceffity  of  a 
pentianent  and  general  government,  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  coerce  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  fufficiently  refpefted  to  reftrain 
the  effuiions  of  vifionary  theory.  Then  was 
Washington  again  called  frdm  his  domeflic 
retreat,  to  guide  by  his  wifdom  thofe  councils 
which  owed  their  authority  to  his  valour ;  • 
and  then  the  government  of  America  aflumed 
fiability<»  and  acquired  refpecl.  * 
rbwm«r  The  powers  of  Europe,  who  had  joined 
Europe,  without  provocation  in  an  infamous  conlpiracy 
againil  Great  Britain,  faw,  even  in  their  fuc- 
cefs,  no  great  caufe  fbr  felf-gratulation.  They 
had  brought  the  rival  country  to  the  neceffity 
of  accepting  terms  of  peace,  which  her  own 
legiflators  had  cenfured;  but  the  triumph  was 
not  attended  with  correfpondent  advantages. 
If  the  hope  of  fupplanting  or  even  rivalling 
Great  Britain  in  the  American  trade  animated 
their  efforts ;  their  expectations  received  a 
fevere  Shock,  even  in  the  progrefs  of  the  con- 
teft,  when  Mr.  Laurens  expended  the  money 
lent  by  France  in  the  purchafe  of  Britiih  ma- 
nufadtures,  jufiifying  his  0^ndu£i,  by  pleading 
his  Am^jXo  buy  the  bed'  and  cheapeOf  com* 
modities.  *  If  the  expe6tation  of  rediicing 
England  to  bankruptcy,  or  defpair,  influenced 
their  condud  ;  they  muft  have  feen  witli  afto- 

t  In  1719.  * 

^  Chiefly  from  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  diapters  zxvi.  and  xxvii.  I  baTe 
alfo  confulted  Srcdinan,  chapter  xlvi.  and  the  papers  in  the  Annual 
Reffifterand  the.  ReroembraDcer. 

CSce  lord  Sheffield's  Obfervations  on  American  Commerce,  and 
alfoithe  Commerce  uf  America  with  Euro^,  by  Brilfotand  Clavieie» 
p.  119.    Englifli  tianflatioB. 
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nifliment  and  anguifh  the  noble  exertion  of  ^^y^' 
national  juftlce  in  behalf  of  the  loyalifts,  to  u^-y^ 
whofe  claims  was  devoted  a  larger  fum  than     '7»3« 
the  whole  debt  which  rendered  America  infol* 
vent;   and  have   beheld   with  furprife  thofe 
public  and  private  exertions  which  promifed 
to  efface  the  memory  of  a  long  conteft,  by 
providing  ample  finids  for  paying  the  intereft 
of  the  increafed  debt,  and  by  givmg  unprece- 
dented extenfion  and  vigour  to  commerce. 

If  the  hope  of  ruining  England  inftigated  France. 
France,  fhemet,  jn  the  immediate  confequences 
of  her  attack,  the  juft  punifhment  of  her  per- 
fidy.    The  ruined  (late  of  her  finances  rendered 
her  the  prey  of  fpeculifts,  and  the  fcom  of 
Europe.     Hardly  was  the  definitive  treaty  ex- 
ecuted when  the  Paris  bank,  called  the  Caiffe  *d  osl 
d' E/comptey  was  declared  infolvent;  and  the 
people  difcovered,  that  the  abfurd  fyftem  of 
economy,  and  avoiding  of  taxes,  on  which  the 
war  had  been  condufted,  was  founded  in  de- 
lufion,  and  led  only  to  ruin  and  difgrace.     In 
a  further  political  refult,  the  French  govern*- 
ment  fuflrered  ftill  more  feverely  for  having  . 
efpoufed  the  American  revolution ;    to  that 
important  confequence  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  hiftorian  at  this  period  of  his  work  fpecifi- 
cally  to  revert ;  fuffice  it  to  remark,  that  while 
Speculations  in  finance,  morality,  and  religion, 
tended  to  raife  feverifli  anxiety,  reprefs  virtuous 
conduft,   and  propagate    general   infidelity ; 
the  caufe  of  eflablifhed  government  \yas  daily 
^fufFeringby  the  influence  and  example  of  thofe, 
who,  having  afted  in  the  American  revolution,  * 
and  taking  its  events  for  their  theme,  made 
difgraceful  comparifons,  and  in  the  difcuifion 
of  abftraft  theories,  imparted  to  a  numerous  fac- 
tion in  France  hopes  of  a  radical  change,  and^ 

ft  Q  «  new 
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CHAP,  new  govcratnent,  if  not  abfolutely  rq>ublican9 
<\^!^  yet  on  a  republican  model. 

1783/         Spain,  difappointed  in  all  the  objefls  of  the 
Spain.       ^^^^  jjpj.  exchequer  beggared  by  its  progrefs, 

and  neither  of  the  propofed  indemnities,  Ja* 
maica  or  Gibraltar,  obtained,  remained  in  a 
Aate  of  inert  iiftleflnefs,  awaiting  the  repara- 
tion of  her  fufFerings  rather  from  time  than 
exertion,  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  without 
a  political  fyftem  of  her  own,  but  a  veering 
weathercock,  ready  to  be  actuated  by  every 
g^ft  from  France, 
Holland.  HoLLAKD,  lu  admitting  the  afcendency  of 
the  French  party  in  her  counfels,  began  to 
experience  the  truth  of  a  prophecy  by  Van 
Beuning,  her  old  patriotic  fupporter  againft 
the  force  of  Louis  XI v. ;  that  whenever  ihe 
ihould  forego  her  connexion  with  England 
ilie  might  date  from  that  day  the  lofs  of  her 
political  importance,  HQllanc|  was  the  only 
powec  in  the  confederacy  againft  Great  Britain, 
who .  paid  for  her  treachery  by  an  uncompen- 
sated furrender  of  territory:  her  fituatiou  ^t 
the  conclufion  of  the  trejtty  was  truly  deplora- 
ble; all  her  colonies,  which  ha4  been  taken 
by  JBngland,  were  recaptured  by  France,  and 
formed  a  depofit  in  the  hands  of  that  crafty 
power,  to  infure  placid  obedience  to  fuch  tem^s 
as  advantage  might  dictate.  Holland,  thus 
obliged  to  fuhmit,  remained  withoi^t  a  compen- 
fation  for  the  ruin  of  her  coipmerce,  and  plun- 
der of  her  fettlements,  and  an  indignant  wit- 
nefs  of  her  own  degradatiqu,  in  con^uepce  of 
the  augmenting  importance  of  Oftend. 
Condua  of  In  granting  numerous  freedoms  of  the  town 
l^M^I!!^"*^  and  port  of  Oftend,  the  emperor  fa^aciouily 
derived  advantage  from  his  neutrality  j  but  his 
general  conduct  did  not  difplay  a  fchen)€  of 

enlarged 
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enlarged  ormagnan  imous  p<fl  i ti  cs.  He  n  o  longer  c  H  A  p, 
followed  the  lyftem  of  refifting  the  encroadi-  ^^!:^\ 
ments  of  great  powers  on  the  political  balance  1783!^ 
of  Europe,  but  evading  the  difficulties  of  an 
unprodudive  conteft,  adopted,  in  combination 
with  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  the  mean  policy  of 
att^'Ckine  the  weak,  in  hopes  to  augment  his 
ftrength  by  their  plunder.  A  joint  attack  on  the 
Turks  was  meditated ;  and  in  the  eager  purfuit 
of  that  objeft,  a  defire  to  avoid  offence,  oc- 
caiion^d  a  tacit  renunciation  of  the  new  naval 
code.  The  principles  were  mentioned  by  the 
mediators  of  the  definitive  treaty;  but  Mr, 
Fitzherbert,  admoniflicd  by  Sir  James  Harris, 
refilled  the  introduftion  of  the  fyftem,  and  con- 
vinced M.  de  Breteull,  that  it  was  not  lefs  in- 
jurious to  the  interefts  of  France,  than  to  thofe 
of  England. 

Perhaps  the  acquiefcence  of  the  imperial  ^!^^  ^»'*- 
courts  on  this  fubjedl,  originated  in  the  hope  of  ^**"' 
interefting  Great  Britain  in  their  projefted 
conteft;  but  theminiftry,  refenting  the  evafive 
and  felfifii  policy  purfued  by  thofe  powers  dur- 
ing the  war,  refufed  to  comply  with  their  views, 
unlefs  fome  more  frank  and  decifive  mode  of 
conduct  was  adopted.  Mr.  Fox  enjoined  the 
Britifh  minifter  at  Vienna,  to  obferve  a  cautious 
referve,  and  evade  inquifitive  interrogatories. 
He  was  to  employ  his  fagacity  in  difcovering 
'the  true  fituation  of  aftairs  between  France  and 
Auftria ;  and  if  there  iliould  appear  a  probabi- 
lity of  diflblving  that  connexion,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  Englifli  minifters  to  promote  fo 
defirable  an  objeft.  "  The  line  of  condu6l 
marked  out  for  you,"  he  obferved  **  is  briefly 
this:  every  thing  is  to  be  laid  and  done,  that 
can  contribute  to  break  the  connexion  between 
ffang?  and  A^na-     Wljea  that  connexion 

'  Ihall 
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CHAT,  fliall  be  broken,  every  afliftance  willbegiren 
XLVL     fliort  of  actual  war ;   till  that  connexion .  fliall 

J783.      be  broken nothing."* 

These  prudent  refolutions  were  no  lefs  be- 
coming than  ncceffary  to  Great  Britain,  after 
fo  cxpenfive  a  war,  in  which  flie  had  been  fo 
unjuftly  attacked,  and  her  interefts  fo  bafely 
deierted  by  thofe  powers^  who  owed  her  the 
greateft  obligations.  The  national  debt  was 
increafed  during  the  conteft  by  nearly  a  hun- 
dred and  fixteen  millions  of  money;  but  the 
good  faith  of  the  nation,  purfued  without  devia- 
tion, and  fliewn  in  every  crifis,  facilitated  the 
difcovery  of  refources  for  fecuring  the  intereft, 
and  finally  annihilating  the  principal  of  this 
enormous  burthen.  The  exigency  required, 
however,  to  be  met  with  firmnefs,  wifdom,  arid 
temperance;  as  even  the  flighteft  agitation  of 
the  public  mind  on  fo  delicate  a  topic,  would 
have  been  attended  with  fatal  confequences. 
imerricw  EvEHY  advantage  might  be  expefted  from 
cfMr.  the  national  honour,  and  from  the  perfonal 
^h"be  character  of  the  fovereign,  whofe  love  of  peace 
king.  could  only  be  fufpended  by  the  purfuit  of 
honour  and  of  juftice.  When  he  had  reluc- 
tantly adopted  the  refolution,  which  proved 
the  means  of  ending  tKe  war,  it  became  a  part 
of  his  fyftem ;  and  the  fame  upright  firmnefs 
of  mind,  which  made  him  unwilling  to  receive 
terms  of  peafce,  attended  with  a  difmembemient 
of  his  hereditary  dominions,  rendered  him 
ftrenuous  in  adhering  to  them,  when  impofcd 
by  neceffity,  and  the  voice  of  his  people.  His 
majefty's  views  on  this  lubje6b  were  clearly  and 
nobly  explained,  when  Mr.  Adams,  as  envoy 
from  the  ITnited  States  of  America,  obtained 
his  firft  audience.    The  king  declared,  he  an- 

^  Letter  from  Mi*.  Fox,  fccret  vy  of  ftate^  to  Sir  R.  M.  Keith. 

ticipated 


